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will be used for both the summer and the winter fisheries and there may be some need to supptement
this amount because with the inflation costs and the increase in costs of air transportation and
other types of costs the fishermen are faced with, | would hope that the Minister would review it
and build into the program extra funds as required to meet those inflationary costs.

I'm not happy to hear that the Federal Government is again refusing to participate in this program.
| note that the Minister is pointing out that the beneficiaries of this program include the treaty Indian
people of Northern Manitoba, about two-thirds of those that are helped by this program are treaty
Indians. We had insisted that the Federal Government participate in this program before we even
initiated it and finally we had to go ahead with it as this government is now going ahead with it
in spite of the Federal Government’s refusal to participate. | would hope that in the light of the
information that is now documented that two-thirds of the fishermen are of treaty indian status,
that they would live up to their responsibilities in assisting these fishermen and participate in this
program, not to cost-share this $250,000 which the Provincial Government is putting up, but to
add to this amount an amount of $250,000 to assist the northern fishermen because they really
require not just $250,000 but about one-half million dollars to defray those costs that are higher
than the ones that are facing the fishermen in the more southern lakes in Manitoba. | would hope
that the Minister would pressure the Federal Government to every extent possible to get this
commitment out of them to have them come up with an equal amount to assist the fishermen in
Northern Manitoba.

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Motion . . . Introduction of Bills.
ORAL QUESTIONS
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. SIDNEY GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct a question to the Minister of Finance.
Is it correc8 as indicated by the Honourable Mr. Jean Chretien, that the provinces, including the
Province of Manitoba, have agreed with the Federal Government program of paying moneys directly
to the citizens of the Province of Quebec in lieu of the amount that the Quebec Government is
not entitled . to by virtue of them not co-operating with the Federal Government program concerning
sales tax?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

HON. DONALD W. CRAIK (Riel): Mr. Speaker, in reply to the Opposition House Leader’s question,
I would like to indicate that to the best of my knowiedge a number of provinces have not agreed
with the move by the Federal Government but on the other hand that the agreement of the provinces
is not required by the Federai Government to make any decision they wish to make and it has
been made by the Federal Government and it is different from the conditions that were outlined
and understood by the provinces to be universal conditions at the time the program was instituted
by the Federal Government on April 10, and just slightly before April 10. So, Mr. Speaker, just to
repeat, it's not a case of agreeing or disagreeing that it would make any particular difference; it's
a federal decision. | understand that the conditions are that instead of the sales tax reduction that
some $40 million will go towards sales tax reduction in Quebec; $186 million, which apparently is
the difference, is to be distributed to the taxpayers of Quebec by a rebate of somewhere in the
order of up to $85.00 per federal taxpayer in Q )ec.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, then do | understand the Minister to say that Mr. Chretien is not correct
when he said that he had — and I'm trying to be accurate — approval, grudging approval but
nevertheless approval, from all of the other provinces in Canada? Is the Minister telling me that
this province did not approve, grudgingly or otherwise?

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, | had a discussion with Mr. Chretien last week on the n  ter. | can sum
up the remarks, the closing remarks of the discussion to the effect that | indicated to Mr. Chretien
that the decision was his, and | was sure he did not expect us to agree with his decision.

MR. GREEN: Well, Mr. Speaker, | wonder whether the Minister, in view of the fact that it is being
represented that this province agreed with a program which is apparently designed to have all of
the other provinces alienate the Province of Quebee, even the Federalist forces in the Province of
Quebec , in view of the fact that the Minister thinks there was any agreement by the province, would

2246























































































