LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA
Wednesday, May 24, 1978

Time: 2:30 p.m.
OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. Harry E. Graham (Birtle-Russell) Before we proceed, | should like to draw
the honourable members’ attention to the gallery where we have 30 students of Grade 7 and 8
standing from Amaranth College. This school is located in the constituency of the Honourable Member
for Ste. Rose.

We have 30 students of Grade 6 standing from George V Schooi under the direction of Mr.
Jaworski. This 100l is located in the constituency of the Honourable Member for EiImwood.

We have 30 students of Grade standing from John Pritchard School under the direction of
Mr Sawatzky. This school is in the constituency of the Leader of the Opposition.

» have 35 students of Grade 6 standing from Madison Elementary School of North Dakota

under Miss Sue Schosson.

On behalf of all the members, @ weicome you here today.

Presenting Petitions.

READING AND RECEIVING PETITIONS

MR. CLERK The petition of the Wawanesa and District Memorial Hospital Association praying for
the passing of An Act to amend An Act to incorporate Wawanesa and District Memorial
Hospital.

MR. SPEAKER Presenting Reports by Standing and Special Committees . . . Ministerial Statements
and Tabling of Reports . . . Notices of Motion . . . Introduction of Bills.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. SIDNEY GREEN Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct a question to the Honourable Government
House Leader Will the Minister without Portfolio responsible for the initoba Housing Corporation
be the next inister that appears before the Committee of the 10le House for the consideration
of the Estimates in Room 2547 o

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Government House Leader.

HON. WARNER H. JORGENSON (Morris) Mr. Speaker, as my honourable friend knows, they have
the right to determine what Minister wiil appear there and if it is the wish of r honourable friends
that the Minister responsible for the Manitoba Housing and Renewal Corporation appear there
tomorrow, Thursday, when it will be the next day that we will be considering Estimates, then | think
he's prepared to appear. | think again that | should point out that it would be only that particular
item on the Executive Council Estimates that would be considered.

MR. GREEN Well, Mr. Speaker, we have indicated that choice. | wouid like to discuss it h my
honourable friend later in the day just to make sure that it can proceed in that way. | also discussed
it with the Minister but | was concerned that he was the next one that : had given notice
of.

ORAL QUESTIONS

MR. GREEN Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a question to the Minister of Labour. Mr. Speaker, I'll
wait until the Minister of Labour returns to put my question since | know that she is here.

MR. SPEAKER Orders of the Day. The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. GREEN Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a question to the Minister of Labour. in view of the
statement that the Minister indicated that she would not permit strikes to continue to the detriment
of the economy of Manitoba, is the Minister considering legislation forcing employers to hire
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saying in his brochure, that he is claiming that he can get that kind of money, and he is trying
to, in his particular businesslike fashio8 entice people to come to the auction to look at equipment
that he claims is worth $1.5 million, | suppose the only route that we could look at is that it is
false and misleading, but | am not prepared to say that at this particular moment.

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. LEONARD S. EVANS Thank you. Mr. Speaker. { would like to address a question to the Minister

thout Portfolio responsible for the initoba Housing and Renewal Corporation. In light of the
statement made today on CBC radio by the _A for St. Matthews, can the Minister confirm that
the government will be providing a subsidy for 1ow income families in co-operation h the Federal
Government, and if this is correct, how many housing units in Manitoba will be eligible for this subsidy
program?

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Minister of Housing.

HON. J. FRANK JOHNSTON (Sturgeon Creek) Mr. Speaker, | haven't had any conversation th
the Member for St. Matthews, and | don’'t know what his statement was. | will ask him and try
to answer the honourable member’'s question.

MR. EVANS Well, specifically, Mr. Speaker, irrespective of the statement made by the MLA for
St. Matthews, can the Minister advise the House whether the government is prepared to go into
a subsidy program for low income families in  initoba this next year, in co-operation :h CMHC,
and it so how many units would be involved in that program?

MR. JOHNSTON Mr. Speaker, it just confuses me when the Honourable Member for Brandon East
asks me if the provincial government is prepared to go into subsidy with CMHC for | income
families, for they have been doing it for years. Now, the decision will be a policy decision of the
government as to how many more we go into.

MR. EVANS Mr. Speaker, I'm not talking about the subsidy program through the Public Housing
Program, I'm talking about a rental subsidy program, elements of which were announced by the
Urban Affairs Minister, the Honourabie Andre Ouellet, on May 5th, in Ottawa, and which has been
discussed | believe with the Honourable Minister and with other Housing Ministers across Canada,
a proposal for rental subsidies. This is apart from the Public Housing Program.

MR. JOHNSTON Mr. Speaker, the Ministers of Housing acr~~~ Canada met in February of this
year. My officials, with other officials of provinces across Canad.., ..ave met five times with the Federal
Government. | have had one eight-page telegram on policy that came from the Federal Government.
I’'ve had an announcement from the Federal Government on the date the honourable member has
mentioned and quite frankly, the Federal Government has got things in such a lousy mess at the
present time, | doubt if we’ll ever sort it out.

MR. SPEAKER The Honotrahle Minister of Northern Affairs.

MR. MacMASTER Mr. Speaker, in answer to a question from the Honourable Member for
Rupertsiand in relationship to whether in fact we had seen specifically Mr. Magnusson and Chief
Harry Cook in relationship to the freight service. At our insistence, both gentiemen will be in r
office in approximately 45 minutes to discuss the specific item that you were raising.

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. WILSON PARASIUK Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Minister responsible for Housing. in
light of the fact that the Minister doesn’t think the Federal Government will do anything with respect
to public housing in Manitoba, [ the Minister indicate then that the province is prepared to enter
into the field of providing housing for those that need it in low-income categories or for senior citizens,
seeing as how he’s been saying that he’'s been waiting for the Federal Government to do something
for the last two months?

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Minister responsible for Housing.

MR. JOHNSTON Mr. Speaker, my reference to the Federal Government may be a little harsh in
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was going to appear before the Committee. It was indicated that that would probably be tomorr:
Since that time, practically all of the questions have been related to that particular subject. It seems
to me, Sir, that 1en the Estimates of a particular department are before this House that it doesn’t
necessarily preciude but it certainly preciudes questions that could just as easily be asked on the
Estimates. The guestions that are being asked contain no urgency whatsoever at this stage of our
proceedings.

MR. SPEAKER Order please. 1y | remind all members that the Question Period is for the use
of the members and if there are long lengthy questions and long lengthy answers, we will not have
too many questions asked during the definite time period. | trust every member will use the Question
Period wise and to the best advantage that he requires for the information he seeks.

The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. PARASIUK Thank you. Mr. Speaker. | assume then that the Member for Morris didn’'t have
a point of order when he interrupted me and took up the time of the Question Period.

I'd like to repeat my question to the lister of Housing. Can he confirm that the $22 million
public housing program is indeed utilizing 1977 funds?

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Minister responsible for Housing.

MR. JOHNSTON Mr. Speaker, CMHC awarded or put forward to Manitoba $32 million in funds
for the period the honourable member is speaking of. The amount that the previous government
had requested by October 24, 1977 is $7.1 million.

MR. PARASIUK Mr. Speaker, seeing as how the Minister of Housing seems to have some trouble
with his hearing, I'll repeat the guestion that | asked him before. Can the Minister, if he has any
knowledge of it, please can he confirm whether the 22 million housing program which he in fact
talked about earlier in this Question Period indeed is utilizing 1977 funds?

MR. JOHNSTON Yes, the Progres: - Conservative Party worked hard and used what you
didn’t.

MR. PARASIUK Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I'm glad that the Minister of Housing has improved his
hearing. Can he confirm that of that $22 million all of it had preliminary paper rk done on it
by October 12, 19777

MR. JOHNSTON The honourable member is quite correct — preliminary is right.
MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Minister of Health.

HON. L. R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry) . Speaker, yesterday | took as notice a qu..tion from
the Honourable Member for Winnipeg Centre with respect to an incident at the Youth Centre in
which $6,000 damage was done and with respect to the circumstances surrounding it. | would advise
the honourable member and the House that the person involved in the incident at the Youth Centre
was one of two juveniles at that date who damaged par ' the admission area including the breaking
of windows and furniture. The incident took place on April 9th. The person in question reached
his age of majority on April 19th, ten days after the incident. The court, in dealing with the incident,
treated him as an adult and sentenced him to nine months in jail.

MR. SPEAKE The Honourabie Member for Fort Rouge.

MR. LL(C ) AXWORTHY Mr. Speaker, | have some questions for the Minister of Consumer Affairs.
I wonder if he would be in a position to tell the House whether he intends to detain the implementation
or the decontrol program on rent controls as a consequence of the latest cancy rate surveys
that CMHC has released pointing out that the vacancy rate has now fallen from 1.9 to 1.6 as of
April, 1978.

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable lister of Consumer Affairs.

HON. EDWARD McGILL (Brandon West) Mr. Speaker, I'm not in possession of the figures to which
the member refers but at the present time there is no intention of varying the program as it s
announced in the House some weeks ago.

MR. AXWORTI Well, Mr. Speaker, I've asked the Minister if he would undertake to the House
that when he gains possession of these figures indicating that there is virtually no supply of apartment
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undertake to f find out what aircraft are currently being used in the <fire suppression routine in the
Snow Lake fire.$

MR. MacMASTER | can tell the Member for Churchill, Mr. Speaker, that there are two water
bombers involved, one of them being the initoba government’s and another is a Canso that is
on contract. There are > other lighter pianes involved; there are four helicopters; there are
approximately 150 to 160 men involved in the particular operation.

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. COWAN Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | thank the Minister for that answer. Can the  1ister assure
the House that the government’s restraint programs will not adversely affect the fire detection and
fire suppression services in activities in northern Manitoba this year?

MR. MacMASTER Absolutely, r. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet.

MR. USKIW Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask a question of either the Minister of Agriculture or
the Minister of Finance with respect to the anticipated revenues under the Beef Income Assurance
Plan for 1978. Has the g rnment calculated the amount of revenues that th  expect from that
particular program this year?

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.
HON. JAMES E. DOWNEY (Arthur) No, we have not, Mr. Speaker.

MR. USKIW Mr. Speaker, would the nister indicate what mechanisms . are nc in place or will
be put in place to collect those revenues?

MR. DOWNEY Mr. Speaker, that is a matter of policy and when the time arises, it will be dealt
with.

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Rupertsiand.

MR. BOSTROM ' question is to the Minister of Renewable Resources pertaining to his an  rs
to the Member for Churchill. Can he confirm the report that several days went by in the particular
fire in the case of Snow Lake area, before this fire was detected and action taken by the
department?

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

MR. MacMASTER Well, Mr Speaker, | am pleased that the members opposite are showing concern
for a very real problem in anitoba, which is the forest fire business, and in particular the one
in Snow Lake.

The fire itself started Saturday night during a lightning storm and people were out on the fire
Sunday, and | was in Snow Lake myself on Monday. The people e working, ! think, well- and
deserve a great deal of credit for containing a very serious fire.

MR. BOSTROM Well, Mr. Speaker, is the Minister saying that the fire is indeed being contained,
;ause reports | have heard is that this fire is out of control, or has been t of control?

MR. MacMASTER | suppose, Mr. Speaker, a year ago you »Huld have had a little better access
to the information | have today, but the information | have is that they believe today that it is n
reasonbly within control and they are trying to mop up the bad spots that are around to tie right
into it.

MR. BOSTROM A suppiementary, Mr. Speaker. Could the Minister provide the House with a report
as to how many acres were affected by this fire and an estimate of how much timber was destroyed
in the process?

MR. MacMASTER Mr. Speaker, the best estimate that we can give at the particular moment is
in the neighbourhood of 24,000 acres.

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Selkirk.
MR. PAWLEY Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Minister of Labour. Can the Minister of Labour
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of me yesterday when the Ministerial Salary was before the Committee on Estimates and the answer
was given at that time, and | have nothing, Mr. Speaker, to add to the answer that was given.

MR. PAWLEY Mr. Speaker, would the Minister confirm that he did not know the ar  2r last night
and was going to further pursue the information?

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Speaker, | indicated that | would examine it and | am still prepared to do that,
but | have really nothing to add to the information that was presented in the Estimates before the
Committee yesterday.

- MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Minister responsible for Housing.

MR. JOHNSTON Mr. Speaker, | would like torer  n part to a question that the Honourable Member
for Winnipeg Centre asked me yesterday, and that is that the staff at 185 Smith Street has not
changed at all, and that the further report regarding the unfortunate situation we don’t have as
yet from the Coroner and | will let you know at that time. . .

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT BILLS — SECOND READING
MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON Mr. Speaker. will wu call Bill 23 and 24 standing in the name of the Minister
of Consumer and Corporate Affairs.

BILL NO. 23 — AN ACT TO AMEND THE SECURITIES ACT
MR. McGILL presented Bill No. 23, An Act to amend The Securities :t, for second reading.
MOTION presented.
MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

MR. McGILL Mr. Speaker, in presenting this explanation to the House, | am mindful of the rules
of the Chamber at second reading that requires that matters contained in bills be dealt with in
principle and that we refrain from referring to particular sections. It is rather difficult, Mr. Speaker,
to remain within the rules when we are dealing with an Act to amend The Securities Act, which
contains six separate amendments to the original Act and really needs to be explained section by
section.

However, Mr. Speaker, | will attempt to remain within the guidelines as they are now
established.

In the first part of the Act we are dealing with an amendment that is rather complex and
unfortunately Il not be easily followed by anyone 10 is not familiar with the Act itself. The part
of the original Act which deals with takeover bids suggests that take: r bids are of )
kinds.

MR. SPEAKER Order, order please. ay | suggest to the honourable members that if they want
to carry on private conversations that it be done elsewhere. The Honourable Minister of Consumer
Affairs.

MR. McGILL Mr. Speaker, takeover bids are of two kinds. They are cash offers where someone
simply offers to buy the shares for cash and share exchange offers where the company making
the bid offers shares in itself for the shares in the company it is trying to acquire. Thus the share
exchange takeover bid invoives an offer to the public by the company making the bid of its own
shares. Such an offer normally requires to be made by a prospectus. A prospectus must be filed
with the commission and pre-cleared by it before it is used. This takes, at a minimum, or three
weeks. But takeover bids have to be made promptly and the intention to make a bid often has
to be kept secret until the last possible moment. For this reason, although the Act requires a share
exchange takeover bid to contain all the information required in a prospectus, it allows it to be
sent out without being pre-cleared by the commission.

A few special types of takeover bids are exempted under this part of the Act and these
are:
1) Offers to purchase shares from less than 15 shareholders.
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age  majority from 21 to 18, as the Meer for inkster said, “Well, sure, people were consuming
beverages before they were lega of age,” but not when they were 21; it might have been from
18 to 21 they were consuming beveiages. Now when they reduced it down to 18, th  ~vere consuming
beverages when they 2are 15 and 16; and if they were to change the age of majority from 18 to
16, you'd see 12 and 13  ar olds trying to consume liquor. This, Mr. Speaker, has the human
element aspect and | uld suggest it is not in the right direction that | want to see this thing go.
And so, Mr. Speaker, with those few comments, | support the bill on this basis, hoping that we

i{ see in the not too distant future, that the age of majority will be changed to a higher age. Thank
you.

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for St. Johns.

MR. CHERNIACK | wonder if the honourable member would permit a couple of questions. Firstly,
since he and | first met in the army, h old was he when he joined the arr

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Rock Lake.

MR. EINARSON Mr. Speaker, | think the Honourable Member for St. Johns is trying to . . . | think
he probably knows my age but is he trying to get publicity, to divuige my age. | have got to think
back, Mr. Speaker, | think it was som ere around 23 or 24 years of age, I'm not sure.

MR. CHERNIACK | obviously was wrong; | thought that he was so young, so youthful, | thought
he may have been 18. Since there were 18-year-olds in the army when we were in the army, would
he object to an 18-year-old today in the army drinking?

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Rock Lake.

MR. EINARSON Mr. Speaker, when the age of majority was discussed about 21 to 18, the criteria
that those who were in favor of it, because they said, when a person was 18 years of age, or if
he couid go into the army and serve his country at 1¢  ars of age, he should be able to do everything
else. | think that was a very weak case, a fallacy in my view, to think that that is one reason for
reducing the age of majority from 21 to 18. | don't think it is a sound reason for reducing the age
of majority from 21 to 18.

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS Mr. Speaker, is in order for me to adjourn the debate? | move. seconded by the
Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet that debate be adjourned.

MOTION presented and carried.

MR. SPEAKER On the Proposed Motion of the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge, Bill No. 6
- The Freedom of Information Act. The Honourable Member tor Gladstone.

MR. FERGUSON Stand, Mr. Speaker. (Agreed)

MR. SPEAKER Bili No. 12 - An Act respecting The City of Brandon. The Honourable Member for
Rock l.ake.

MR. EINARSON Stand, Mr. Speaker. (Agreed)
MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS On a point of order, | >nder if either the Honourable Member for Rock Lake or
the Honourable House Leader could inaicate h long they may be wishing to stand this particular
bill because there is some urgency. | am getting phone calls every day on the matter and | am
just wondering if the Honourable House Leader or the honourable member could indicate when they
are prepared to discuss this particular biil.

MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON Just as soon as my honourable friend’s telephone calls reach crisis
proportions.

MR. SPEAKER The Honourbable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS Mr. Speaker, | gather that it uld be in order for me to direct all telephone calls
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