











Thursday, May 25, 1978

will because they don’t know where it is and they don’t care about Roblin. I’'ve been here since
1966; I've yet to see the press write anything favourable about me or Roblin and | know they're
not going to do it because they don’t, for some reason —(Interjection)— they like to go with members
opposite.

| liked the one the other day on a Speaker’s Ruling. Here they showed the Speaker without a
tie and the member who was asked to put a tie on, he was shown in the picture with a tie on;
and that’'s the kind of press we're getting in this country. That’s the kind of press that's causing
all the problems that we have around the world today. They’re not printing the truth, not printing
the facts, the members opposite over there are bleeating and the television cameras are flowing
but the country is getting more difficult, more difficult to manage . I'll just tell you again — we’ll
buy you alarm clocks, you can use our Whip, we’ll even give you our leader, and help you to get
through this session. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

QUESTION put, MOTION carried and the House resolved itself into a Committee of Supply, with
the Honourable Member for Roblin in the Chair for the Department of Health and Social Development
and the Honourable Member for Crescentwood in the Chair for the Department of Executive
Council.

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY
SUPPLY — EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

MR. CHAIRMAN We are on Page 6 of the Estimate Book, item 5 or Resolution 7, Manitoba Housing
and Renewal Corporation—pass — the Minister responsible for Manitoba Housing and
Renewal.

MR. JOHNSTON Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Before we begin the review of the Housing and Renewal
Corporation for the current year, | would like to make a few introductory remarks.

When the former Minister responsible for MHRC presented his Estimates in this House one year
ago, he boasted that in the recent years Manitoba had developed the highest number of public
housing units per capita of any province. During the past eight years the former administration turned
the business of providing Manitobans with decent housing into nothing more than a numbers game.
The chief concern was how many units they could squeeze out of the taxpayer’s dollar in every
fiscal year.

The result is the situation the present government has been confronted with in the last six months:/
Housing constructed for sale, which remains unsold because it was build without regard for market
needs; lists of public housing projects promised to communities where there appears to be little,
if any, legitimate demand; kyrocketing subsidy costs in existing public housing which will place an
increasing strain on the public purse in the years to come, even if no additional public housing
were built.

In order to come up with numbers demanded by the previous government, MHRC was forced
to extend its budget and its staff without the benefit of any long-term planning, framework, or any
rational objectives.

Anyone who has ever run a business or an organization knows when you have this kind of rapid
expansion you eventually have to pay the price. You can do it voluntarily and rationally at a time
of your own choosing ' or you can wait until you are forced into it when the whole thing crashes
down around your ears. The price, Mr. Chairman, is taking some time out to assess, to evaluate,
and above all to do some long-term planning. The time has come to end the hazardous housing
initiatives of the previous years and to develop workable objectives for the future.

In spite of all the public housing units constructed by previous government many Manitobans
still have severe housing problems, whether they are in low or moderate income groups.

Publicly owned housing cannot solve all these problems. There are alternatives, none of which
received more than token consideration from the former administration.

In the coming year MHRC’s emphasis will be on examining alternatives, on re-evaluating criteria
used in the past in developing housing programs. By the end of this year we will be in a strong
position to respond to the housing needs of Manitobans in an effective way.

I would like to point out, Mr. Chairman, that the Manitoba Government is not alone in reviewing
its involvement in the housing field at this time. The Federal Government is currently evaluating
all aspects of the National Housing Act and major changes in all Federal programs will result. In
many cases those changes may result in greater financiai burden on the province.

In the area of low income housing, the funding under Section 43, used to finance Manitoba's
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