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Friday, June 30, 1978

I have carefully perused the remarks of the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge of June 22nd
and April 11th, and fail to find any instance where the member has used such wor  as are attributed
to him by the Honourabie Member for Inkster nor, in my humble opinion, have | found such
inferences.

There are numerous citations in Beauchesne, May, Bourinot, which list unparliamentary
expressions. In particular, | refer honourable members to the bottom line on Page 419 of Erskine,
May 18th edition, and | quote: *'A member is not aliowed to use unpariiamentary words by the device
of putting them in someone else’'s mouth.” | therefore request the Honourable Member for inkster
to withdraw the remarks of Page 4156 and | suggest he should apologize to the Honourable Member
for Fort Rouge for having incorrectly attributed such remarks to the Honourable Member for Fort
Rouge.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge when | turned to him and said,
“Will the honourable member believe me?’ He said, ‘| don’t believe you.” It does not appear on
the Hansard record but that is what he said and in that respect, | said, “Then the honourable member
says | am a liar.”” | merely now say that the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge said he did not
believe me with regard to the sincerity of my remarks and | accept the Speaker’s ruling.

ORAL QUESTIONS
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. EDWARD SCHREYER (Rossmere): Mr. Speaker, | have before me an Order-in-Council which
has to do with $6 million of capital authority and borrowing being carried out, based on four previous
years’ capital authority which was not spent. | would like to ask the Minister of Finance if the Order-in
Council 631 of the day before yesterday is the $6 million which is suppo | to relate to the Manitoba
Water Services Board, whether that amount of $6 million that will be spent, presumably in the current
fiscal year, is being raised on unused, unspent authority of the period '3 to 1976 inclusive.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

HON. DONALD W. CRAIK (Riel): Well, Mr )eaker. as the Leader of the Opposition may be familiar
with, the practice has been of the Manitoba water 2rvices Board, the Manitoba Agricultural Credit
Corporation, and | guess probably other corporations that borrow short- m from the government
for their operations, periodically and from time to time coliect all t| short-term borrowings together
and make it a long-term issue. What this order does is take the past short-term lendings to this
particular body and turn it into a long-term loan which amounts to the $6 million, and also, Mr.
Speaker, there has been one other change, in that from time to time the interest rate on it will
fluctuate according, and automatically now, with the prime bank rate.

With regard to whether or not as last year, it comes out of this Uncommitted Carry-Forward
Capital, no, !'li check on it; | don’t believe that it’s in any way related to the Capital Carry-Forward,
but I'll double-check it to make sure. Had it been in that, | would have included it in the breakdown
of the Carry-Forward which | gave to the House in a formal way at an earlier date. I'll double-check
it, but the member can rest assured for the time being that there’s no relationship between that
and any Capital Carry-Forward.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, the next question would be more aporopriately addre | to the

Minister of Agriculture, but in his absence to the Minister of Finance t| 1, and that is to ask whether
the $6 million of Capital spending which has been approved by Cabinet the other d be related
to the $3.5 million which the Minister of Agriculture advised this House during his ites, would

be the Capital spending requirements of his department, or is the $6 million in addition to the $3.5
million, or does it subsume it?

MR. CRAIK: Well, the order that the member has before him, Mr. S| ker, is the order which
collects all the former borrowings. The $3.5 million-plus, whether it's grant or loan, would be for
a new program, 1978-79, and on those water services Water Services programs, there’s a third
category, and | guess, | think you’d call it a third category, where the commitment is made tt
year for cash that will flow in 1979-80. So there’'s really three things he  This one catches up,
the former ones convert short-term former into long-term, then there is this year’s cash flow, which
is, | think, the three-and-a-half referred to by the Minister of Agriculture. There is about an equal
amount, though, that is earmarked as being available for commitment by the Minister of Agriculture
in 1978-79 for cash flow 1979-80.
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HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): Mr. Speaker, there are meetings going on continuously
between the two parties. | don’t think it's a case of unreasonable demands on one side any more
tn the other, but | think at this point it would be not the wise thing to do to interfere. This is their
free collective bargaining that we pect and at this point we have no intention of interfering.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, does the Minister of Labour consider conciliation services and the
appointment of a conciliation board to be the interference with free coliective bargaining?

MRS. PRICE: Not necessarily, Mr. Speaker, but | do fee! that the conciliation services that are
being offered by the Department of Labour to the two parties are top rate, and | don’t think we
could improve on them at this point.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, is the Minister aware that conciliation services include the appointment
of a conciliation board and has never been considered by either management or labour or
government, as | understand it, as an interference with the free collective bargaining process. It's
merely a means of getting the possibility of a public report so that the public is aware that the
strike is being caused by the Builders’ Exchange making unreasonable demands on its
employees.

MR. SPEAKER: T Honourable Member for Kildonan.

MR. PETER FOX: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to direct my question also to the Minister of Labour
in charge of the Civil Service. In view of the 6 percent negotiated and announced wage increase
to the MGEA, subject to their ratification, would the Minister of Labour be prepared to recommend
to the Cabinet committee reviewing the minimum wages a similar increase for the 30,000 people
working at that level?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, as | mentioned to the honourable member yesterday, that we will be
calling a meeting of the Minimum Board and we will listen to what they have to say.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Kildonan with a suppiementary.

MR. FOX: No, Mr. Speaker, | am directing ' question to the First Mir  er. Since the minimum
wages are generally in a unilateral position of having to await the Cabinet decision, even with the
recommendation of the alleged Minimum Wage Board, can the First Minister indicate what
parameters are being reviewed and how soon those reviews will take place and when the people
on minimum wage can expect an increase?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

HON. STERLING R. LYON, Premier (Charleswood): The question was ‘‘could | indicate the time
limit;” the answer is “no”’, Mr. Speaker. | repeat for my honourabie friend’s edification a fact with
which | am sure he is familiar, the minimum wage in Manitoba is either the third or the fourth highest
in Canada.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.

HON. L.R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, earlier the Honourable Member for The
Pas asked me if | could provide him with the latest statistics on the number of un »Hloyed
employables for the last month for which | had statistics. | can do that, Mr. Speaker. for January
31, 1978 as compared to January 31, 1977, and advise the honourable member at the me time
that | have more current information and statistics being compifed at the moment which would bring
the figure up to approximately March 31 or the 1st of April and | can give that to him as early
as possible next week.

In the meantime, Sir, the total on Municipal Assistance, which mainly compris unemployed
employables, as of January 31, 1978 was 4,233 cases, comparing with the figure a year previous
of 4,393 cases, for a reduction of approximately 160 cases. | can make that sheet of information
available to the honourable member; it's broken down by region and if one of the pages would
take it, | would send it over to him now, Mr. Speaker, with the undertaking to provide him with
more current information as early as possible next week. to the Honourabie Member for The
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talking about January 31, which is five months ago. | would have to Honourable Leader
of the Opposition if, on the basis of the current information, or more current information that | hope
to obtain by next week, he and | could then examine the subject matter that he is pursuing.

MR. SCHREYER: Well, Mr. Speaker, just for clarification to the Government House Leader; | believe
he indicated informally earlier that we would be going directly into Supply this morning. | would
like to ask for clarification’s sake, whether in the afternoon, in the event that we complete Supply,
whether it would be the intention, if we do, to revert to bills, the consideration of bills.?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

HON. WARNER H. JORGENSON (Morris): Mr. Speaker, it was my intention to first of all, call the
Resolution that is standing in my name with regard to the hours of sitting. | don’t anticipate any
great difficulty in getting that particular Resolution through; it's been the practice in the past few
years to pass it expeditiously. Then we will be going into Supply to, hopefully, conclude the Estimates
that are currently before the House, and it was my intention to not proceed any further with
government business once the Estimate or the Supply has been concluded. However, if my
honourable friends want to go into Private Members’' following that. then the government would
be happy to accommodate them. But it would be my intention that as )on as Supply is concluded,
that we would adjourn for the weekend.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, | wonder if | would be allowed to make a comment on the question
directed to the Minister of Health regarding the unemployed level . The L er of the Opposition,
in his comments to the Minister of Health, made reference to an additional 3,000 unemployed over
the similar month last year. | wanted to indicate that the statistics, although | think that's probably
about the figures that come out of the statistics, that there are also 16,000 more employed than
there were a year ago or in that same month referred to. So what it really says is that out of an
additional work force of say 19,000, that 16,000 out of ti 19,000 additional from last year have
found work, that there are 3,000 that have not. | want to point out that one of the major points
being made by the Federal Government at this tir is that Canada’s participation rate is growing

at a much larger rate, inciuding Manitoba’s, of people wanting to « into the work force which
is causing a great deal of the problem with regard to unempioyment. | simply want to point out
that whereas the 3,000 unemployed difference is higher than last y — | think, about the right

number — there are, at the same time, an additional 15,000 that weren’t there last year that have
got employment.

MR. SCHREYER: Well, Mr. Spea , since information is always weicome, | did not rise on a point
of order. The statement made by the Minister of Finance is not one which related to any question
that | had directed, but in any case, Sir, since it has been raised presumably as some point, let
me respond by saying that | acknowledge full well that there has been an increase on both sides
of the ledger, an increase in$ the n ers empioyed and an increase in the numbers of 'nemployed.
There is nothing new about that phenomenon and indeed, in the 1 1972 to 1. . . inclusive,
we had larger numbers joining the labour force and being gainfully Joyed. At the same time,
the increase in actual employment was proportionately and in percentage wise, much higher than
even today, or last month, or the month before.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Industry and Commerce.

MR. BANMAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Several days ago, the Member for Lac du Bonnet asked
me some questions dealing with the moving of the Massey Ferguson parts distribution « itre to
consolidate their distribution centres in Saskatchewan. | understand there are some 15 employees
involved in this particular facility here in Winnipeg. Three of them have been redeployed, one h
taken early retirement, one has resigned to take employment somewhere eise and 10 of the jobs
will not have a change in status, I'm informed.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. RONALD McBRYDE: Yes, Mr. Speaker, | would like to address a question to the Minister
of Health and Social Development. The question | asked him about unemployed employat . was
to assist me to understand the serious negative effects of the government’s policy in remote northern
communities. Since the figures given relate only to municipal assistance and not to provincial
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