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order of 15,000 and 18,000, so that there is a circumstance here wnich certainly should be cause
for no compiacency or comfort whatsoever.

The final point | should like to make is that the Minister makes some reference, and | believe
he is not exaggerating and is quite right in doing so, namely that Manitoba's un.  )loyment position
is still the third lowest in Canada. There are a number of important indices in which Manitoba ranks
about there, one of them being government spending per capita. My honourabie friends studiousiy
wish to avoid that point. If our unemployment is the third-lowest of all the provinces in Canada,
then | say to them that they are relating to the prairie region where, not because of better government
management, but because of oil and gas and potash and other resources that are in high demand
these days, that they have the biessing, indeed it is, of having the lowest and second lowest
unempioyment in Canada. But in relation to those two other provinces in the prairie region,
Manitoba’s rate of unemployment is substantially higher, partly because we happen to be less well
endowed with resources, particularly the high demand resources, energv and potash. My honourable
friends really do have now to look with great care and concern to - whether their policies of
leaving these kinds of problems to the invisible hand, so-called, is going to do anything for the
future job prospects of Manitobans and especially the younger in the labour force, because it is
my distinct understanding that while unemployment is quite high, it is doubly so with respect to
those under the age of 25.

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Motion . . . Introduction of Bills . . .
ORAL QUESTIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, | have before me here — and | address this question to the Minister
responsibie for the Telephone System — | have before me a 30-page document, which | assume
has been put on the desk of every honourable member, and it purports to summarize why cable
vision is a “‘hot issue’. Now, my question, Sir, is that while much of what's in this document is
valued judgment and argumentation, there are some sentences which undoubtedly must be a matter
of ascertainable fact or fiction, and one of them is the contention that the Manitoba Telephone System
is expropriating without compensation. | cannot believe that that would be true in this province under
any government, be it Conservative, New Democrat, or Liberal, and therefore | ask the Honourable
Minister whether he will undertake to deal with each of the contentions in this document, particularty
the serious one that there is expropriation without compensation going on?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

HON. EDWARD McGILL (Brandon West): Mr. Speaker, to the Honourable Leader of the Opposition,
I am not sure to which document he refers. From his explanations, it appears that that document
hasn’t reached my desk.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, | apologize to the Honourat  Minister. It's a document put out
over the covering business card of Videon Cable. | will be happy to send it over to him on a short-term
loan.

MR. McGILL: Well, Mr. Speaker, | am unable to respond to the Leader of the Opposition until
| have had an opportunity to read this document. Apparently the Leader of the Opposition attaches
some value to this document, because he has asked me to return it to him as quickly as possible.
! shall endeavour to do so.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, | attach value to it only because | find it to be so interestingly polemic
and contentious in what it is suggesting, particularly against my honourat friend and the agency
for which he reports.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. SIDNEY GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | have a question to direct to the Minister of Consumer Affairs.
The other day he was taiking about the relative number of mortgage sales. In view of the fact that
my Land Titles Office source indicates that in the first six months of this year there have been 217
Orders for Sale, which is one of the final stages in foreclosure proceedings, as compared with a
total of 172 for the full year of 1976 and a total of 280 for the full year of 1977, would the Minister
say that almost a doubling of the rate means that the foreclosure situation in Manitoba has not
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