







































































Monday, May 14, 1979

wish to call them — to, in fact, use their position to override sometimes local decision makers
in this area, sometimes in a way which is not at all necessary. And I'm wondering and as | offered
to the minister, | will provide him with this information, although | believe he was aware of it
personally, as to why in fact, there are instances coming to the fore when in fact, district planning
board decisions are being overridden by the provincial planning authority.

MR. JORGENSON: Why?
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for St. James. A point of order.

MR. MINAKER: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order. Yes, Mr. Chairman, | think now we’re getting
into a municipal affairs discussion when we start talking about planning in other areas, and | really
think we’re out of order on this.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Well, | think committee . . . The Honourable Minister.

MR. JORGENSON: With all respect, the Leader of the Opposition was questioning with respect
to my responsibilities as Chairman of the Planning and Land Use Committee of Cabinet, and | agreed
to submit to questioning on that particuiar subject. So that is the purpose of the discussion right
now. | have no objections to answering those questions.

MR. PAWLEY: [I'll be providing the minister with the particulars in respect to the issue again.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Wolseley.

MR. WILSON: Mr. Chairman, | want to use this opportunity to put a couple of minor things first
on the record, and then maybe get into something which | think is probably worthwhile. I’d like
to see — and his department is Consumer and Corporate Affairs — I'd like to see the registration
of corporations. Many individuals are holding themselves out to be corporations when, in fact, they're
not. My investigations seem to indicate that the department responded on a complaint basis only,
and | realize that we're in a restraint program, but it seems to me that if the Attorney-General
has six or seven lawyers that have time to moonlight, that if there is any type of slack season,
if | can call it that, whether it’'s in any area of your department, that it might be well to pick up
the phone book some time and check out some of these particular companies, especially the new
ones that appear in the phone books because it is against the law to hold yourself out to be a
corporation when in in fact you're not. | ran across no less than haif a dozen of them in the collection
pf business tax for the City of Winnipeg.

My other concern is with the towing companies. It seems to be a municipal problem in that
they're trying to cope with it through the by-laws. It seems if you take your house trailer to Leisureland
or any company like that, they’'ll charge you $10.00 a month to store your recreational vehicle, but
if it is picked up by some bank or credit union, the towing company seems to have an open-ended
cheque and can charge $90.00 to $150.00 a month. | think that 9 and 15 times what is the going
rate in the marketplace. In fact, you will probably find that there compounds are not level like many
of the recreational vehicle suppliers. They are probably not as secure and | think that if the abuses
continue, | think that there should be some guideline set as to the maximum towing companies
can charge for storage.

Now, | think it was the great Clarence Darrow who said laws should be made to fit people they
are meant to serve, and while it may appear that this might be under the Attorney-General’s
Department, | submit that the consumer is not being well served by government who, because of
the very heavy lobby of the lawyers of this province, seem to want to create new laws to feed
their graduating classes. It would seem to me that the Consumer’s Department shoutd sit down
with the Attorney-General's Department and repeal some of the ridiculous laws which are sttting
on the books, which serve only to confuse, serve only to get very large retainers for the ignorant
consumer or the unknowledgeable consumer, or the consumer who is involved for various reasons
in some form of entrapment through some law that is sitting on the book which does not serve
him at all, because it is often said that in death we've got to beware of hell, but in life we've got
to beware of bad laws and the law courts. It seems certain things are happening that are not
protecting the consumer. | remember that in County Court they used to have a blue form attached
which was a statement of defence and that statement of defence has mysteriously disappeared
and why, because it meant that the person served with his court action would be able to read
that he could, for $2.00, file his own defence. Now, by removing that blue form, the consumer must
now consult a solicitor and | submit that that blue form should be returned to allow the people
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filed away in a filing cabinet in a particular department, and all that is required is for someone
to take them out and duplicate them and pass them over to me. Now, if there is some other reason,
perhaps the Minister would be good enough to advise me.

MR. JORGENSON: Well, if there’s some other reason I'm not aware of it. | am just beginning to
recognize some of the deep complexities of providing Orders for Return, and I’'m beginning now
to be appreciative of the reasons why, when | asked for Orders for Return, or we asked for Orders
for Return, that sometimes it took two years to get answers. | have yet to be able to figure it out
completely.

MR. WALDING: Mr. Chairman, | count five such Addresses for Papers and Orders for Return that
were accepted by the government in the Session a year ago that have not yet been produced,
and | can understand in the case of some of them that it might take a little while to get the information
together.

One of them, for example, by the Member for Kildonan, asked for details of trips by Ministers,
Deputy Ministers, and Assistant Deputy Ministers, on government business over a certain amount
of time, and | can well understand that it might take all the departments some little time to gather
that material together and to produce it, but when it comes to an Order for Return by the Honourable
Member for Wolseley, who | think — oh, who is still here — as to the cost to taxpayers of the
Woodsworth Building booklet, that is presumably one entry on one sheet of paper filed away in
some mysterious place. Now why the government has not accommodated its favorite backbencher
with this rather simple piece of information really puzzies me.

MR. JORGENSON: | believe that would come under the Minister of Government Services and |
will have to check with him to find out if that Order for Return can be filed.

MR. WALDING: |If that is a matter of embarrassment to the previous government, Mr. Chairman,
| would have thought that this government would have produced it with alacrity and made a copy
of it, not only for my friend, the Member for Wolseley, but perhaps for every member of the House,
and also would have . . .

MR. JORGENSON: We might have even put it in the Information Services book. r Services Branch.
| don’t have any details as to what

MR. WALDING: That was the next point. But when it comes to my particular Order for Return,
Mr. Chairman, No. 55, it does make me wonder why , the government has been so slow to produce
this, whether it's a matter , of some embarrassment to the government as to what the bids were
for , this rather valuable government asset, that | see is now begin, ning to sail again. able government
asset, that | see is now begin,

MR. JORGEINSON: | wish we could have got that boat down , into the Red River Valley for the
last few weeks; we could , have used it to a good advantage. t few weeks; we could ,

MR. WALDING: | believe two reasons for that: First of all, it's draft , was excessive, and secondly,
the Federal Government wouldn’t open the , gates at Lockport to allow it through. The Honourable
Member for , Lac du Bonnet has a question having to do with ble Member for , the operations
of the Rural Water Services Branch. It's one more that’s , outstanding. f the Rural Water Services
Branch. It’'s one more that’s ,

MR. JORGENSON: The what? Oh, the question? ch. It’'s one more that's , ENSON: The what?
Oh, the question? ch. It's one more that's ,

MR. WALDING: The Order for Return having to do with the operations , of the Rural Water Services
Branch. | don’t have any details as to what that is about. er Services Branch. | don’t have any
details as to what

My colleague from St. Johns wants to know the cost of separation payments in 1977-78 fiscal
year re the termination of employment. Now, the fiscal year, 1977-78, has been over for 12 months,
and | recall it was a source of some pride to the Minister of Finance, Mr. Chairman, with the speed
with which he was able to get out the Public Accounts for the year, that no longer was it going
to take a year to produce that financial information; he was going to produce it in six months or
in nine months or so, and here we have a year end that has been ciosed for thirteen and a half
months and we are still awaiting this information.
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So, regardiess of the fact that we treat this with some amusement, | do think that it is contrary
to our pariiamentary system, the principles, and | think is sort of a slap to the parliamentary system
and the Opposition, and the Legislature. Let’s not forget the Member for Wolseley is one of the
five people still waiting. So, although we treat it lightly and we haven’t made a big deal about it,
nevertheless, in all seriousness, | don’t think it's right. | don’t think the Minister thinks it’'s right.
| don’t think it's his fault except in one important respect; he took responsibility and they have
stoughed off responsibility on him. And when | say that, | know that one of the Ministers said, ‘“‘Well,
| don’t know about that; it’s up to the House Leader.” So | think he can’t shirk it, although | think
it's really not his fault, but it is his responsibility and therefore in all seriousness | suggest that
there is no excuse that | can imagine that there is for withholding this, unless one is prepared to
credit the government, which | am often prone to do, of a kind of arrogance, like, you know, |
don’t care. But | don't attribute that to this Minister, that’s why I'm glad that this Minister is in
the position of being on the spot and | don’t think we should let him off the spot, Mr.
Chairman.

| don't suggest that we prolong this debate or that we try to reduce his salary; | think he earns
his salary, but | think we ought to remember long enough so that we can harp on it if we don’t
get these responses.

Now, does the Minister honestly visualize any reasons for the delay, without knowing the reasons?
Are there any of those that would be so difficult? There are some lengthy ones, | admit, but it’s
over a year, Mr. Chairman.

MR. JORGENSON: Well, Mr. Chairman, although we have treated this, as my honourable friend
says, in a light-hearted way, | can assure him that | take his admonition and the admonition of
my honourable friend for $t. Vital very seriously, and | will do whatever | can to ensure that those
Orders For Return are tabled as . . .

MR. CHERMIACK: And do you resign if you fail?
MR. JORGENSON: That might be an invitation to some of my colleagues to get rid of me.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1.(a)—pass; Resolution 26: Resolved that there be granted to Her Majesty a sum
not exceeding $702,900 for Consumer and Corporate Affairs General Administration—pass — the
Honourable Minister.

#R. JORGENSON: May | thank the Committee for their courtesy and for the expeditious manner °
in which they have processed these Estimates; | appreciate it very much.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Committee rise.

SUPPLY — LABOUR AND MANPOWER

MR. CHAIRMAN: | would like to draw the honourable members’ attention to Page 59 of the Main
Estimates, Labour and Manpower, Resolution No. 78, item 2. Labour Division. We are on item (a}2)a)
Salaries—pass — the Honourable Minister.

MR. MacMASTER: Mr. Chairman, could | just get this over to the Member for Logan, he wanted
a sample of some of the materials that we give out. | think that’s a fair cross-section — there’s
others, we could dig forever, | suppose, but | think that gives you some idea. | have some other
answers here as soon as my staff gets their papers out. Here’s three or four more of them. Maybe
the members have a question, Mr. Chairman, I'm trying to get some of this material together.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for St. Vital.

MR. WALDING: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, | just wnnted to ask the Minister whether this would
be the appropriate section to bring up the matter of noise pollution, and noise-induced hearing
loss and if not, which section would be appropriate?

MR. MACMASTER: Industrial Hygiene is where we prefer to have it — the next section |
believe.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Churchill.
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30.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. COWAN: Yes, perhaps the Minister can indicate which of those three are now vacant.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister.

MR. MacMASTER: The head of this group — and again I'm repeating myself because | went over
this this afternoon — the head of this group, the safety and health officer in Brandon, and the
title we have at the moment is environmental officer, that may somewhat change, we’re looking
for a proper specific requirement in that particular area; that’s the three that are vacant. The one
in The Pas has already been filled.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Logan.

MR. JENKINS: Yes, Mr. Chairman. | thought | had it clear this afternoon, but now the Minister
and the Member for Churchill have got me a bit confused. | thought the Minister this afternoon,
when | asked him last year — and | have it marked here in my book — 30 funded positions and
four unfunded, last year. This year, | understood the Minister to say that he had 30 funded positions,
no unfunded positions, with three vacancies, one he’s hoping to fill within a week, and two positions
which he told me that he was going to advertise in the very near future.

Now, is it 30 funded last year with four unfunded, or is it 26 funded and four unfunded last
year?

MR. MacMASTER: That's right.

MR. JENKINS: Oh, well, then | must have misunderstood the Minister this afternoon, because it
was my impression, and | remember marking it down here — 30 funded and four unfunded for
'78, and 30 funded with no unfunded for '79, supervisor of inspectors to be hired in the very near
future, one more inspector, and one, | believe that you said was going to be appointed shortly.
So then we have that finally. | have that straight now.

MR. CHAIRMAN: (a)—pass — the Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. COWAN: Yes, well then according to some quick calculations, and | feel | must have missed
something, | have a total of nine safety and health inspectors throughout the province. Can the
Minister correct me, because I'm certain my figures are wrong on that, that there are more than
nine people doing safety and health investigations now.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister.

MR. MacMASTER: Well, again, for the second time, Mr. Chairman, | very specifically said that
there were seven in the construction field, and there were nine in the industrial field .

MR. CHAIRMAN: (a)—pass — the Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. COWAN: That makes a total of 16. Does that include all the Safety and Health inspectors?
And my apologies to the Minister for not having been able to copy down all his remarks quite quickly
enough in order to make the accurate computations that are necessary obviously, but does that
include all the Safety and Health inspectors who are currently in the field doing inspections? just
having some problems in getting it straightened out, and | would

MR. MacMASTER: Well, | don't know how often we have to keep over ke the this material, Mr.
Chairman. | specifically said there was one at The ke the Pas, twice | said that. —(Interjection)—
And | said there are two ke the in Brandon, one to be filled; and of course the training officers
will ke the be working around, not specifically in, but they will certainly be out ke the doing work.
nd, not specifically in, but they will certainly be out ke the

MR. COWAN: You know, Mr. Chairperson, that spirit of co-operation in ke the consultation that
the Minister speaks so eloquently about from time-toke the -time seems to be lacking in the House
this evening, and | have assured ke the him on a number of occasions that I'm not trying to be
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took place, that foreman would be suspended from acting in that t capacity, | believe it was for
a ... ting in that t

A MEMBER: Six months. was for a . . . ting in that t

MR. JENKINS: . . . six month period. | think something similar t was legislated into The Workplace
Safety and Health Act. | just don’t recall, because | know it's two or three years since that Act
was passed. But | do want to thank the Minister for the reply that there was one case of a refusal
to work involving three employees, and the case has been satisfactorily solved, and it does prove
that it can work. And | quite agree that it might be very difficult for the Minister to record the
types of recuests for information, but was this information from the pullic in general or was it just
tied to industry or was it a basic interest in safe working conditions, even though they might be
in the home and things like that. | see that some of the papers that the Minister has sent over
this evening are equally applicable at home, and | think safety at home is as much to be desired
as it is in the workplace. And | think if people develop good habits of working safely at home,
whether it be around the home or in the kitchen, you know, using things like that, that that same
good working habit will carry over into the workplace and | would commend the Minister that perhaps
his program should maybe even — | know we’ve passed the item — but maybe through the Women’s
Bureau there should be something on safety in the home. | think that it's a good program and
| think the big thing that we all strive for is the fact that we want people to work safely, because
when people are working safely they are not being injured, they're not suffering mental and physical
pain and they’re able to enjoy themselves and the fact is that .no one, unless he's a very stupid
employer, doesn’t want his people to become injured.

And | think it’'s simply a case of good education and | agree, sometimes the education is not
all one-sided. it is a fact that sometimes eloyees have to be very well educated on being safe and
working with good, safe, working habits and if we develop those in the home and at work, it carries
on through all our personal lives.

| wish the Minister well with that type of program, and | would suggest to him that if not his
department, then maybe some other department should be carrying out a program of safety and
working safely in and around the home or cottage or wherever people are, because there’s no doubt
that many accidents do take place that are not in the workplace, but they take place eisewhere.
And so | realize that it will be difficult to actually pinpoint where all these requests come from but
again it’s something that the Minister can consider this year and maybe next year.

MR. CHAIRMAN: (a)—pass — the Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. COWAN: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairperson. Well, according to the annual report, there were
9,104 inspections carried out this year over last year. My question to the Minister is can he break
that down into general areas such as inspections for toxic substances, inspections for first aid kids,
inspections for unsafe conditions, all which are the different types of inspections that the department
does. | want a general breakdown so that we can understand better what kind of inspections are
being done in what proportion. those down, not into construction and industry, but into a

MR. MacMASTER: Mr. Chairman, | can’t break it down the way the member s has asked because
most of our inspections do a wide variety of things. For some assistance for the member, | would
try to break it down in construction and in industry. r, | would try to break it down in

Inspections in industry: Initial inspections 2,909; initial inspections in Construction 3,857;
Re-inspections in industry, if you go back to that 29, is 1,133; and re-inspections in ndustry,
construction is 1,211. is 1,133; and re-inspections in ndustry,

Now, they are for an awful lot of things and | appreciate the individual points that the member
was making but the fact is they go in and make a general inspection of the whole area, which
they includes a multitude of things. of the whole area, which they

MR. COWAN: Yes, | appreciate the difficulty, Mr. Chairperson, that the Minister would have in
that sort of a breakdown. Perhaps a better way to phrase the question would be to ask him, on
the number of improvement Orders issued and the number of Stop Work Orders issued and the
number of Stop Work Warnings issued, if he can give us some indication of what general areas
those are falling into, because it is really not so important as to how many inspections are being
done, but what the resuits of those inspections area. So perhaps he can break those down, not
into construction and industry, but into a little bit more specific detail.

MR. MacMASTER: The number of recommendations that were issued in industry were 4,359; in
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