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to do, as soon as I'd received copies of it.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | thank the First Minister for tabling the document, and | note with
some enthusiasm that the document expresses a feeling that all of us would be in accord with,
mainly, that hopefully, the parties in the dispute would resolve their differences, and hopefully resume
normal employer-employee relationships. | am satisfied, Mr. Speaker, that the telegram as sent,
doesn’t subjectively take any position, vis-a-vis whether the public interest would not be served
by the maintenance of the most steady form of stable industrial reiations ever achieved, mainly
through free coliective bargaining. And I'm glad that there is no suggestion in the telegram that
something other than a free labour force and free employers is the best of achieving industrial stable
relations, and is entirely in the public interest.

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Motion . . . Introduction of Bills.
ORAL QUESTIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. HOWARD PAWLEY (Selkirk): Mr. Speaker, my questior: is to the Minister of Finance. Can
the Minister of Finance confirm that, in fact, construction in respect to Hydro will be recommenced
shortly in order to meet the anticipated demand for the export of Hydro?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

HON. DONALD W. CRAIK (Riel): Mr. Speaker, the only reconstruction that's scheduled this year
is the Great Falls structure on the Winnipeg River. | presume the member may not be referring
to that but is probably referring to the Nelson River. There's nothing scheduled for reconstruction
or new construction for this year on the Nelson River.

MR. PAWLEY: A further supplementary. Can the minister confirm that, in fact, discussions are
presently under way within government toward anticipated further construction along the Nelson
River, in order to meet the demands for Hydro for export?

MR. CRAIK: Well, Mr. Speaker, as | indicated in the Budget Speech, and | have indicated earlier
in the Session, that the prime objective of the government has been to estabiish the markets, and
that phase of our negotiations is not yet complete.

The timing of construction would be somewhat premature at this time because of the time
schedules required for southern connections in particular to go through the hurdles of, not only
Canadian regulator authorities but the American as well, and in the sequence of things it will take
just as long for those procedures to take place as it will for the construction itself. So in other
words, Mr. Speaker, there will be plenty of advance warning when construction restarts on the Nelson
River.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, then a further supplementary to the Minister of Finance. Is the Minister
of Finance then in a position to deny statements that were made by the former Minister of
Government Services in this House, that in fact construction would be commenced soon by Manitoba
Hydro in order to meet the anticipated demands for further Hydro export?

MR. CRAIK: Well, Mr. Speaker, it depends on how you define soon. The normal construction period
is about four to five years, and the problem that Manitoba faces at this time is that we do not
have adequate interconnections to export the power we could develop, and that has to be established
first.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. WILSON PARASIUK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is directed to the Minister
responsible for the Rent Stabilization Board. Some three months ago the Minister undertook to
provide to members of the House the report of the activities of the Rent Stabilization Board, with
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MR. RUSSELL DOERN: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a quest on to the Minister of Tourism and
ask her whether Ross House, which is near the old CPR, the first post office west of the Great
Lakes, is operated by the provincial government or the federal government?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Tourism.

HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): Mr. Speaker, | believe it's operated by the federal
government.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, I'd ask the Minister if she could check with the appropriate authorities
because there is a plaque at the facility which indicates that it's open to the public between June
the 1st and September 15th, during the day from 10:00 to 6:00 and on Sundays, but the building
is now closed. And | wonder if the Minister could see whether it could be appropriately open to
the public.

MRS. PRICE: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I'll get an answer back at the beginning of the week.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. JAY COWAN: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Labour. In relation
to the explosion occurring at Bell Foundry on April 27th, can the Minister indicate when official
notification of that explosion by the company to his department took place, andccan he further
indicate by what means that notification took place?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

HON. KEN MacMASTER (Thompson): Mr. Speaker, our departrnent was notified the following work
day, which happened to be the Monday, not the Friday. The company has been made aware of
the fact that that is not the proper procedure to follow, and we've been assured by that particular
company that they’ll certainly if, and let's hope that it never happens again, such an incident did,
that certainly legislation provides that the Workplace Safety Division are to be notified immediately
to further assure ourselves that companies are in fact aware of this provision, and | understand
that industries and companies in the province have been previously notified but we are going to
renotify them to assure ourselves they are all aware of the provisions.

MR. COWAN: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. The first questiorr was a two part question which |
asked the Minister to indicate by what means that notification ook place. I'd ask him if he could
do so and if he could also indicate if any attempt was made by his department to contact either
the union representing the workers at the Bell Foundry or the Workplace, Safety and Heaith
Committee for information as to the cause and the effect of that explosion.

MR. MacMASTER: It's my information, Mr. Speaker, that the Workplace Safety Committee, in that
particular plant, has been made aware of the recommendations. made aware of the conclusions
that are reached, and that they concurred with inclusions that our Workplace Safety Committee
has suggested to them.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Churchill with a final supplementary.

MR. COWAN: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, again I'll ask the Minister to indicate by which
means Bell Foundry notified his department that the explosion had taken place on the Monday?
And | would also ask the Minister if he can indicate by what means they are going to pursue their
objective of renotifying or in many instances notifying for the first time, companies of their obligations
and responsibilities under the Act? ill they be sending a letter to each of the registered companies;
will they be sending inspectors around? By which means are they going to accomplish that very
worthy goat?

MR. MacMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | don't accept the suggested implication that some companies
would be notified for the first time. | suggested to you. Mr. Speaker, that companies have been
notified and that we are going to renotify them. Monday was the day that we were made aware,
and | can only suspect that it was a phone call; | haven't inquired as to exactly how our people
were made aware of the particular problem that occurred on Friday.
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a comment, that the Cabinet should have the power to do this unilaterally without referring it to
parliament.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. May | suggest to the honourable member that | brought it to the
attention of the members of the House yesterday, if they are talking and asking questions on reported
facts or that, that it is the obligation of the member to check out the authenticity before he asks
questions.

The Honourable First Minister.

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, even though the question is somewhat hypothetical, | think the honourable
member is entitled to seek a general opinion, and the answer that | was giving at a press conference
yesterday was in a general context, that a parliament, in a general context, should confer upon
the Executive Branch of government, be it federal or provincial, the right to deal immediately with
such matters where essential services to the public are involved and where the public interest takes
primacy over all other situations. That was a generalized statement. | agree with that approach,
yes.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rupertsland.

MR. BOSTROM: Mr. Speaker, could the Honourable First Minister indicate to this Legislature and
to the people of Manitoba, so that there is no misunderstanding of the intent of his government
in this regard, what exactly he means by essential services bacause | believe, Mr. Speaker, that
the general statement he makes is somewhat ambiguous and could, in fact, indicate that his
government is intending to subvert the democratic process.

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, it may come as a shock to the honourable member but this government
is here to protect the democratic process from some of the ravages that it underwent in eight years
under my honourable friend. But to get to the point of his question, which is purely hypothetical,
| would say this: That as and when, if ever, legislation of that nature were brought before the House,
my honourable friend would be able to participate in such a debate.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. RONALD McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, my gquestion is to the Minister of Northern Affairs. | wonder
if the Minister — or Manpower, | guess, would be his title in this capacity — the Minister of
Manpower, whether he could indicate whether or not the contracts that were let and will be let
on the Easterville Road contain a provision similar to the one he described to my colleague for
Rupertsland that local people and local equipment will be given some preference in hiring in that
contract.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

MR. MacMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | would have to assume that the one particular contract which
is of concern to the Member for The Pas, the one we have talked about before, | am assuming,
because | don’'t know, that that particular contract did not have that clause in it. | can’t assure
him what other clauses are in other contracts. | just can’t answer that question. | have said to
the Member for The Pas before that | am looking into the situation in the Easterville area.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, then | wonder if the Minister could tell us whether or not — to the
Minister of Manpower — it is his policy and the policy of his government that contracts that are
in the area of remote northern communities will contain such a provision, whether that is the policy
of this government or not the policy of this government.

MR. MacMASTER: Well, it’s exactly that, Mr. Speaker; it's a palicy decision and that will be derived
amongst my colleagues. It certainly wasn’t, in all cases, the policy decision of the previous
bdministration of this province.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas with a final supplementary.

MR. McBRYDE: Yes, Mr. Speaker. It is, of course, very disappointing that a practice that had been
followed in the past is not being continued.
My final question, though, Mr. Speaker, is to the Minister of Highways. | wonder if he could
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or in the Westman region to bring the people closer to the people that they're serving, | think this
government is intent on doing that; to bring the government closer to the people. | will not apologize
for any moves in that field, but we are not going to go ahead and have office space sitting around
and have people concentrated in certain areas when they can be moved around to more efficiently
serve the people of the province.

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Speaker, | want to further ask the Minister whether he can confirm or deny
that he had threatened the Mayor of Beausejour with the closing down of that building. He did
not respond to that question. —(Interjection)—

MR. SPEAKER: Order. The Honourable Minister of Fitness and Amateur Sport.

MR. BANMAN: Well, Mr. Speaker, | would ask that the member opposite read the newspaper article
very carefully. It starts off saying that the Minister had given the assurance or given the indication
that there was not going to be a wholesale moving out of that particular office, but that there would
be some changes, and that was the discussion | had with the Mayor. He mentioned a lot of things
to me in the conversation, in a social conversation, which | dor’t intend to talk to the press about
but if that's the indication that is left, after | spoke with him, | can't account for those particular
feelings because that wasn’'t the intent.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. PARASIUK: Mr. Speaker, my question is addressed to the Minister of Municipal and Urban
Affairs. Can the Minister confirm reports by his Executive Assistant that the government is
considering reducing the number of city councillors to 18 or even a more drastic reduction to
127

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, | thank the honourable member for raising that particular matter and
| would like to indicate that my Executive Assistant advised me that he made some personal
observations to a newspaper reporter for the Winnipeg Tribune, and advised him that they were
off-the-record comments.

When he saw those remarks, Mr. Speaker, published in the daily edition of the Winnipeg Tribune
today, he phoned the particular reporter in question and asked him if he didn’t realize that those
remarks were off-the-record, and the reporter said, “‘Yes, | realized they were off-the-record, but
| didn’t know why | couldn’t print them.”

So | expect, Mr. Premier, that my Executive Assistant has learned his lesson in speaking to
that particular reporter.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. PARASIUK: I'd like to ask a supplementary. Could the Minister inform us. on-the-record or
off-the-record — | would prefer on-the-record — whether this government is considering reducing
the number of city councilior seats from 29 to 18, or even to 127 Is that a policy that is being
considered by this particular government?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.
MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, the answer is clearly and unequivocably no.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Transcona with a final supplementary.

MR. PARASIUK: Yes, | would like to ask the Minister if he can indicate whether negotiations have
been concluded between the province and the City of Winnipeg with respect to Category 2, Grants
from the Province, relating to regionai library grants, the ambulance services grant, the Dutch elm
disease grant, the weed control grant, the development plan review grant, and the community
services grant and the federal urban transportation grant, the latter two of which are funneled to
the city via the province, and will affect the city’s budget operations and require a conclusion of
negotiation. Has the Province concluded those negotiations, which apparently have been dragging
on for some six months now?

MR. SPEAKER: | suggest to the honourable member that he file an Order for Return if he wants
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MOTION presented and carried.
BILL NO. 57 — AN ACT TO AMEND THE METALLIC MINERALS ROYALTY ACT

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Kilidonan.
MR. FOX: Mr. Speaker, | adjourn this Bill on behalf of my leader.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, this Bill that is before us | believe to be one of the Bills which is
most important insofar as Manitobans are concerned. A perusal of this Bill does demand the
answering of a number of questions. Why is this Bill felt necessary? Is it suggested in effect that
this Bill will bring about, once passed into legisiation, a greater development of mining exploration
in the Province of Manitoba?

Mr. Speaker, | believe that to be absolutely wrong and folly that the Minister of Mines and Natural
Resources should for one moment, attempt to suggest to this Legislature and to Manitobans in
general, that the measures which he is undertaking in this Bill will bring about greater exploration.
In fact, Mr. Speaker, all that is contained within this Bill is more gravy insofar as the mining companies
are concerned. Mr. Speaker, what we do have now insofar as the world situation, is an ever increasing
tightening of the supply of nickel and copper. Various Third World countries are finding it increasingly
difficult in order to provide that supply of copper and nickel and other various minerals. And for
instance, | could refer briefly to the situation in both Zaire, or Zambia, and to other mineral producing
countries. Those mineral producing countries are finding it increasingly difficult in order to provide
a reasonable supply.

At the same time, Mr. Speaker, as that is occurring, we find that the demand for a consumption
is ever increasing. We have less supply in order to meet ever increasing consumption. So the end
result, Mr. Speaker, is that we do find that prices. because of the world situation, are increasing
in both nickel and in copper. And, Mr. Speaker, therefore, taxes are not the issue despite the efforts
— and | regret that the Minister of Mines and Resources, who, | understand, is at a Ministers’
conference, is not present today — but despite what he has said, taxes will not contribute one
iota insofar as the increased exploration in this province of mineral resources.

What we are in fact facing, Mr. Speaker, is a situation by which concessions are being made
— concessions which are not necessary — due to the fact that exploration and further development
of mineral resources in this province would take place in the future regardless. So that. and | might
again suggest, Mr. Speaker, by way of interest, that in fact if the taxation level in Manitoba was
so high and was so prohibited, it is indeed interesting that insofar as the situation in Sudbury is
concerned as compared to the situation in Thompson, both involving Inco, both involving the United
Steel Workers of Canada, both involving Conservative governments, that in fact in Sudbury, a strike
raged for months in Sudbury. But at the same time, a settlement was arrived at very quickly insofar
as Thompson is concerned. The company was prepared to settle, it was prepared to settle quickly
in Thompson during the same period that a strike went on with that lack of production in Sudbury
for months.

Now, Mr. Speaker, if in fact the taxes and taxation level in Manitoba had been so prohibitive
and had been so steep, had restrained in fact mineral activity, then | believe that one can reasonably
ask the Minister of Mines and Natural Resources; how is it that the situation involving {abour
management and settlement of wages was settled so quickly, so easily, in Thompson, when in
Sudbury, the dispute raged on for months? | believe that clearly indicates that the industry itseif
was not concerned about the taxation level in the Province of Manitoba. Otherwise, there would
have been much more difficulty insofar as arriving at a settlement of the dispute in
Thompson.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that it is also important to point out to honourable members, that in 1978,
the value of mineral output in the Province of Manitoba decreased by some $90 million from 1877,
so that in effect,; in order to catch up to the levels of 1977, the last year of New Democratic Party
government in Manitoba, this government across the way will be required this year to demonstrate
that they have increased mineral production in 1979 by at least $30 million. And, Mr. Speaker,
if that mineral production is increased in Manitoba this year, it will not be because of any actions
by this government or as a result of any effort that results from the legisiation before us, but will
be entirely due to the world situation involving supply and demand for minerals within the world
context.

So we do have a situation, Mr. Speaker, where | do believe that we are being presented with
a question which must be answered: why this Bill at this time? Mr. Speaker, | believe that there
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