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indicated at that time that it had come close to being
included in this years Capital Program, but that it had
a large price tag associated with the upgrading of that
particular portion. | had taken from that that it would
be then high on the consideration of next year’s Capital
expenditures.

However, since | last posed that question, the word
has come to me indirectly from Highways staff in the
area that the government has now decided to not
maintain that road, to allow it to go back to a pure
gravel road state. Can the Minister indicate whether
that policy decision has been made?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: [t probably was discussed. | don’t
know if there was a formal decision made to do that.
| believe the section that we're talking about has now
got an AST surface or breaking-up AST surface? Is
that correct? But when you're looking at so many
different projects, priorities, obviously there are a lot
of questions and discussion about what the possible
alternatives are. It may have been discussed.

I’'m rather surprised though that word would have
been received, informally or formally or whatever, by
the Member for Morris, because | think | vaguely recall
that. | think a number of different roads we’ve discussed
cost alternatives in situations, as to whether they
warrant continued emphasis for paving and so on, but
there’s been no policy decision made to not pave that
road. It is being recommended as a high priority for
that area, and will receive consideration again next
year in the same way it did this past year.

MR. C. MANNESS: Mr. Chairman, I'm encouraged by
the Minister’s words. I’'m taking them in good faith.

However, | guess then | would ask that he, or the
Deputy Minister, be in contact with the district engineer
in the Carman office, and attempt then to indicate to
the district staff that, indeed, it is not the decision of
the government, it is not the wish of the government
that indeed the road break up again to a pure gravel
state.

Furthermore, maybe the Minister can indicate, as |
drive the road daily and notice through about two or
three miles, many many orange signs indicating to me,
the motorist, that there are breaks coming. Yet, | see
no sign or indication of a patching crew coming along
and filling in those particular potholes. | guess the best
way to alleviate my concern is to see that particular
portion brought up to some type of properly maintained
level. | guess I'm searching, I'm trying to determine
whether, indeed, there has been a decision to allow
this road to go into a total state of disrepair.

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Wellin looking at it, this apparently
is only six years old, this AST. It obviously, either was
not prepared properly in the first place when it was
laid down, it was done too quickly or not proper
materials used, and so it has been deteriorating to
such an extent that, until such time as it's resurfaced,
the department feels that it is rather futile to continue
to try and patch this and keep the surface that’s there,
because it's breaking up so badly. | think the member’s
attesting to that by talking about these orange signs.
By the way, | think we should have orange signs for
other purposes on the roads, rather than to indicate
how bad they are.
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MR. C. MANNESS: All the roads then will have orange
signs.

HON. J. PLOHMAN: I'm told by the department that
there’s a lack of adequate depth of existing base course
there. There is extreme moisture susceptibility of the
heavy clay that exists in the top portion of the subgrade
there as well and, therefore, they are indeed — and
| was referring just before when | said there was no
policy to have this return to gravel surface. | was thinking
in that in terms of a more permanent type of solution.
They are recommending, and | guess that’s why they're
not patching, because of the severity of the situation,
that it go back to gravel surface until such time as a
decision is made to pave it.

So that probably is happening at the present time,
but again, | think my answer still holds true, that there
was no decision made to say that, in the future, this
road would not be paved. But because of the situation
right now, because of the fact that it wasn’'t done
properly in the first place and that they will need to
add at least another six inches of base course before
redoing it as an AST, if that’s the decision to do it, or
whether to pave it with the bituminous overlay. In any
event, either one would require more base, because
it has not been done properly, and that's why it has
to be allowed to go back.

MR. C. MANNESS: Mr. Chairman, | guess, all of a
sudden, my spirits are dashed just a few minutes later
after the original comment by the Minister. As the
Minister indicates, there are some problems with
respect to the base of that road. | fully understand
that.

Yet, it's apparent to me then that what the local
Highways Department staff are saying is, in fact,
accurate. The government has no intention to fill in
those potholes, and | guess that begs the next question,
how safe driving conditions will continue to exist on
that road, because right now three-quarters of the road
is in stable condition allowing full speed limits. All of
a sudden, one drops into one of these gigantic-sized
potholes with very little warning, | might add.

In time, will the government just allow the road to
gradually break up, or will they put a scarifier in and
totally break it up and turn it again back to a full gravel
road, which maybe will be safer, which again will put
us in the whole area, in the community back six years?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: There were some various opinions,
as | said, as we discussed this particular road during
the consideration of the construction program, that it
possibly could be held another year. But it seems, from
what the member is saying, that they haven’t been able
to do that, that it's getting to the stage where it's
probably more dangerous to keep it as an AST than
it would be to, as the member mentioned, do exactly
what the member said, scarify it and then rebuild it.
It would have to stay in that state then until such time
as it was put in for the million-dollar surfacing.

MR. C. MANNESS: Mr. Chairman, two points. First of
all, | personally can’t accept that being it’s such a new
road, serving a vibrant small community with two or
three very significant businesses and a local consumer
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shocked if | find out that there have been that kind of
reductions in any maintenance activities. The fact is
that we have not cut back in maintenance activities
and we haven’t intended there to be any cutbacks in
maintenance activities.

MR. G. ROCH: Therefore, as far as maintenance by
the departmental staff is concerned, that should keep
on as before or even should be slightly improved?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: The standards have been
maintained and we have added some additional
programs such as additional seal-coating over the last
couple of years, dust control and some special projects
like that, additional monies, but the maintenance budget
has been designed to maintain the standards that are
in place.

MR. G. ROCH: So if there are specific areas where
there have been or it can be shown that there has been
cutbacks or the money is not being channelled to the
proper places; it should be brought to the Minister’s
attention and it will be rectified?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Yes.
MR. G. ROCH: Okay, thank you.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Arthur.

MR. J. DOWNEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | had a
couple of questions dealing with the road construction
in the southwest. The first question is: why is the
Minister not proceeding to pave and put a top on 452
between the Waskada and No. 3 Highway which has
carried a tremendous amount of oil traffic and still
continues to carry a lot of heavy traffic and there’s
been absolutely no money spent by the government?
There’s been a request for some four years now and
absolutely nothing done. Why is the Minister not
proceeding to carry out some paving on that road?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Well, 452, Mr. Chairman, was
considered in this budget. It was brought forward as
one of the 300-or-so million dollars worth of projects
that were suggested by the department, and it is one
that we will consider as a high priority for that area.

The member has brought this to my attention, |
believe, before but not as the top priority for his
consideration in the area. He had indicated to me, |
believe, that 345 was a higher priority in a meeting that
we had with the delegation from his constituency. We
have proceeded to put that one in the program this
year, and will consider 452 in the subsequent year for
upgrading as well.

The traffic count varies on there. It is reasonably
high, although it is not exorbitant, around 250 vehicles
per day. So it's not excessive traffic on that road.

MR. J. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, probably the reason
the traffic count isn’t as high as it has been is the fact
that it’s not fit to travel on. | would think that’s probably
the No. 1 reason for low traffic count, if that’s in fact
the case.

| would like to correct the record. | did not at any
time indicate that it was not my top priority. | have
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several top priorities, Mr. Chairman, in my constituency.
| guess the truth of the matter is that the Minister of
Highways, with the continued cut in his budget, cannot
demonstrate the need or any strength around his
Cabinet table to get funds to carry out the work activity
that has to be done. | certainly sympathize with his
departmental staff that have to hide throughout the
province, because they haven’t got anything to do but
resurvey the surveyed roads that they've done two and
three years ago.

It’s incredible that this government are allowing the
continued depletion and deterioration of our road
system, and it can’t be tolerated. | wish he would, Mr.
Chairman, get himself a bit of strength when he goes
to Cabinet and caucus and get some funds to carry
out the work activity that has to be done.

| ask the Minister as well — and | note, Mr. Chairman,
you allowed a question on signage. Is it the policy of
this Minister and this government to have both French
and English signs when you enter Manitoba from the
United States? Is that a policy of the Minister of
Highways?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: What sign is the member referring
to? | don’t know that we have made any specific
decisions about bilingual signs on entry into the
province, unless Tourism has authorized such a Tourism
sign.

MR. J. DOWNEY: The question is: why are there both
French and English stop signs or signs when you're
coming into Manitoba from the United States? Is it a
directive from him or his department for bilingual
signage?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Is that customs? It's probably a
federal customs requirement from the Conservative
Government in Ottawa.

MR. J. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, the Minister at certain
times has to take certain responsibilities. In this
particular case, he’s responsible for signage. Is it his
policy to have bilingual signs coming into the Province
of Manitoba from the United States?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: I'm certain that | wouldn't want
to dictate to the Federal Government what kind of signs
they should be putting up under their jurisdiction.
We haven't had the occasion to have to make a
decision on what kind of any particular change in our
signage. Right now, it’s one-language signs, English
signs, and | don’t believe that we have any inclination
to be placing bilingual signs throughout the province.

MR. J. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, again another issue
which you may rule me out of order, but I'll wait until
the Minister’s Salary if you do, and that is the transfer
of provincial responsibilities, highway expenses, onto
the local municipalities last year. Is the Minister going
to live up to his responsibilities and not transfer those
costs, which are his responsibilities, on the
municipalities, particularly when it comes to the spraying
programs?

Last year, many municipalities incurred high costs of
spraying grasshoppers to control the pests along the
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provincial highways. It's been rejected by this Minister
and this government, again transferring their
responsibilities on a municipal government, Mr.
Chairman, at several thousands of dollars cost to
municipalities. I'm asking the Minister if he won't
consider carrying out his responsibilities this year, if in
fact the need is there.

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Mr. Chairman, we have discussed
this on a number of occasions, | believe, with the
member, both in the House and it has been raised on
a number of different forums and occasions. The policy
of the government is that Agriculture will supply the
chemicals for all the spraying in the municipalities,
including the rights-of-way of the Highways Department,
and that the municipalities will apply those chemicals.
We feel that is a fair policy and a contribution by the
province.

Certainly last year, the Department of Agriculture
provided some $550,000, | believe, of assistance to
municipalities by providing the chemicals, which is a
substantial contribution compared to the costs of
application. So it seems like a reasonable sharing, as
opposed to shifting of costs to the municipalities,
because indeed that policy has been in place for many
years and has not been a change. So, therefore, it has
not been a shift by the province, by the Department
of Highways, of responsibilities to the municipalities.

MR. J. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, one final subject, and
| wish the Minister would cease and desist from blaming
other people for his shortfall.

The question is this: when is he going to stop
discriminating against the people of the Province of
Manitoba that don’t live in an area that’s serviced by
a 100-kilometre per hour highway? | was to Russell on
the weekend, and my turnoff from the Yellowhead Route
onto 83 Highway, which is part and parcel of the same
road from the Foxwarren corner on up to Russell, and
| turned down south on 83 Highway. The quality of the
road doesn’t change, but the speed limit does, direct
discrimination on people travelling other than on No.
1 Highway or on the Yellowhead Route.

| ask the Minister, why can he not standardize the
traffic speed limit without saying he has to do another
study, he’'s got to do this. Can he not simply go to
Cabinet, and put an order through that says the major
highway system in the Province of Manitoba has 100
kilometres per hour? What'’s so difficult about it? Is he
that weak that he can’'t go forward, and remove the
discriminatory policiesthroughout the province? That’s
really what he is, he’s too weak to get anything passed
through Cabinet.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please, order please. Could
| suggest to the honourable member that his terms,
he’s attributing motivation to the Minister in negative
terms. That is unparliamentary and out of order. Could
the member please rephrase his statement?

MR. J. DOWNEY: | won't rephrase my statement, Mr.
Chairman, because | don’t think it's out of order.

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Mr. Chairman, we have dealt with
this issue on a number of occasions, the matter of
speed limits here. The Member for Arthur isn’t listening.

MR. J. DOWNEY: I'm listening.

HON. J. PLOHMAN: We have indicated that we have
undertaken steps to have a consistent approach with
regard to speed limits in the province. There was very
much an ad hoc approach under the previous
government, and resulted in fragments of highways
throughout the province being designated as 100
kilometres, for whatever reason. | don’t know why the
former Minister of Agriculture at that time, the Member
for Arthur, didn’t take a more direct interest and
exercise some clout in the Cabinet during the time that
he was in there with the former Premier Lyon and insure
that the Highways Minister at that time got hold of this
problem and applied a consistent policy.

We’'re attempting now to correct those inadequacies
that existed there. You can’t clean them all up at once
and over a period of time | believe that we will have
that corrected. The traffic board is looking at a number
of requests for changes. We have a plan for all of the
major highways in the province that will be designated.
I’'ve indicated that during the discussions we had earlier,
and Highway 83 will be one of those that over the next
year or so will be changed to 100 kilometres providing,
of course, that the shoulder width warrants it. There’s
certain conditions that will be applied and considered.
So, it is important if you're increasing speeds to have
proper road conditions as well and we want to have
those considered on an individual basis. There is a plan
in place and we'll be getting an update on that plan
as to exactly where we are now.

Since last year, we've had a number of changes; 83
in the northern areas near Swan River has been changed
to 100; Highway 5 to the Saskatchewan border has
been added to the 100 kilometre system; Highway 12
to the American border has been added to the 100
kilometre system, so we're working in that direction
and, certainly, there’s been a lot of improvement in
terms of consistency over the last year and there will
be, | believe, more improvement over the next year.

MR. D. ROCAN: Specifically, | want to talk to you about
the 431 off 23 Highway. A small hamlet of St. Leon is
situated on the 431. It is also on the side of a hill. Is
it not department policy whatever, can a highway go
through the town that they would not pave say up to
the sidewalks?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Through the towns the highways
pass through, | believe the policy is two lanes. The
paving does not always go. Many times there’s diagonal
parking and there’s quite an extensive distance, the
wide main street right to the sidewalks. The department
has taken the position that the two lanes through should
be those that should be paved, | believe, and that any
additional would have to be paid for by the local
government if they wanted to see that paved right to
the centre when repaving is done — right to the
sidewalks | should say.

This is the case in many towns. We're looking at that.
| know some of the towns and villages have complained
to me. They feel that this should be the whole thing.
| want to see whether this is being applied consistently
throughout the province.

MR. D. ROCAN: s it not department policy also
wherever there’s a pothole and whatever to put up a
red flag?
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HON. J. PLOHMAN: Mr. Chairman, they ran out of red
flags.

There’s warnings on major problem areas, either
bump signs and flags, whatever, as soon as they're
detected until they’re repaired. So, during that period
of time the flags are put up to warn motorists.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Minnedosa.

MR. D. BLAKE: Mr. Chairman, Clearwater, a small
village in Southern Manitoba is about, | think, the only
village if not one of the one or two left that doesn’t
have a paved access into the village. Is there a reason
for that or is the department getting around to paving
the access into Clearwater?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Was Clearwater an incorporated
village or town?

MR. D. BLAKE: No, it’s right off No. 34, 3A; 3A just
takes a little square jog there; Pilot Mound, Crystal
City and across west a few miles to Clearwater.

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Mr. Chairman, there is not only
this one, of course. There’'s a number of other small
little hamlets where this situation does exist but we're
working to eliminate that problem. The Member for
Minnedosa would know that we are working on
providing that access to Clearwater as well as a couple
of others that still exist.

MR. D. BLAKE: Has the Minister had any problem with
the waterslide that was built in Brandon on the Grand
Valley Road or what they call the “low road” out to
Grand Valley to the waterslide? There was some
concern expressed by the people there about the traffic
that was going to be created on that road. | just
wondered if there has been any traffic hazard there.

HON. J. PLOHMAN: | just want to mention, as well,
I've been advised that regarding Clearwater we have
received representation from people in that area asking
us to pave this half mile. The planning is ongoing and
I’'m just awaiting a report on that, so we'’re actively
reviewing that situation.

The member has asked about the waterslide. | think
it's on 459. There's a new project in the program,
shoulder repair and asphalt surface treatment, both
shoulders. The paving of the shoulders is for bicycle
traffic in that area which has been necessitated by the
waterslide.

MR. D. BLAKE: Yes, | wonder if the Minister could
confirm the Highways garage and snowplough shed in
Swan River — the Minister has some correspondence.
The Ombudsman has been involved with a dispute with
a subcontractor, a Mr. Klekta. Has that been resolved
oris that . . .

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Yes, that involved a subcontractor
who did not get paid for the work he did allegedly for
the contractor, and the money was paid out and we
have an agreement with the subcontractor as to how
it should be resolved. They're taking the matter to court
and we're paying for that, yes.

MR. D. BLAKE: Mr. Chairman, on (b) Aid to Cities,
Towns and Municipalities, it's down about $400,000.00.
Could the Minister give us some accounting for the
reduction there? Is that dust-proofing — Item (b) Aid
to Cities, Towns and Villages is down $400,000.00.

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Again, that was necessitated as
a result of the requirement to keep the costs down.
The requests in the past have indicated that the money
was pretty well being spent, that the requests matched
the budget. This year, we're going to be close. There
were a number of projects that were put forward that
were withdrawn by local municipalities for various
reasons, and it looks like we’re not going to be
inconveniencing the plans of very many towns and
villages with regard to the Grant and Aid Program.
We're going to meet most of the requirements and |
don’t expect a severe curtailment or a problem because
of the reduction there.

MR. D. BLAKE: | can see the municipalities may be
cutting back somewhat although if funds were available
there’s always a great amount of work to be done in
the villages.

| assume the Acquisition/Construction of Physical
Assets, that big boost there is a water bomber, is it?
Did you give us the price of that earlier?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Yes, | think | had it and | went
through the cost of the water bomber. | think we're
paying something like $4 million — the cost is much
higher than that. The original ones were $4 million. The
cost is $7,801,900, which provides for two; and spare
parts package.

The cash flow is $88,000 last year for that plane;
$4,087,000 this year, so that's pretty well the big year.
In 1987-88, we'll need another $4,230,000; it's about
the same. So we're going to need a similar amount in
next year's budget to pay for this over the two-year
period.

The delivery of the first one under that agreement
is to take place this month — it's been postponed a
bit, but any time now.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Pembina.

MR. D. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, has someone asked
a question on Clearwater? He got a commitment from
the Minister that the department is looking at it. Does
that commitment mean that it will be paved this summer,
the Clearwater access road?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: | don'’t believe that it's ready for
that. There’'s some difficulties there in the design and
acquisition, but it will be done as soon as we are able
to solve those.and it has not been programmed. The
member knows what the process is, that we do not
add projects in the middle of the year that aren’t in
the published program to any extent.

The member knows what the published construction
program is for this year. It's not in this year’s program
and we’ll consider it for next year’s program, providing
all of the other difficulties there can be worked out.

MR. D. ORCHARD: The municipality will help you work
them out.
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HON. J. PLOHMAN: I've just been notified that the
municipality will help us work them out and that’s very
good to see, to have some assistance.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Inkster.

MR. D. SCOTT: Mr. Chairman, | just have a general
question. | think it's probably too late, too far down
the line — [I've raised this issue a couple of times in
pastyears — and that is, given the various constraints
that one has in the government these days, I'm
wondering — it is my understanding that Highway 44,
are they still planning to twin Highway 44 between
Highway 59 and Beausejour?

| travel that road frequently, going back and forth
on weekends, on peak times. The road itself, there’s
absolutely no question that it needs a major upgrading.
I'm really wondering if it absolutely has to go to a four-
lane highway. Would it not be possible to rebuild that
road up to a very good standard, a top standard, two-
lane highway and perhaps put four lanes as you slow
down and go through the Village of Garson, and then
have the rest of it as a quality of road the same as,
perhaps, on the Yellowhead, with paved shoulders?
Would that not — | don’t know if the Minister is listening
to me or not — would that not make substantial
reductions in land acquisition costs and still provide
for the necessary traffic flow that we have there at peak
times?

HON. J. PLOHMAN: It is always a balancing act
between whether a two-lane highway will suffice or
whether we have to go to a four-lane. Actually, the
traffic in the area on 44, when comparing it to other
major highways, is actually higher than most. It's over
the 3,000 range average daily traffic per day, up around
3,500, particularly during specific times of the year.

That is over the threshhold when the department
usually considers to look at four-laning, for future
planning for the highway because obviously there’s
growth projections built in. But if it's over 3,000 at the
present time, it certainly warrants consideration for four-
laning.

So the traffic does warrant it. It's a question of the
dollars and cents and whether to upgrade only as a
two-lane and continue with the congestion that would
exist. | think it’s debatable. | feel on the basis of the
traffic flows, it is warranted.

MR. D. SCOTT: Does the Minister know or could his
staff perhaps assist us here in looking at some other
provinces and what kind of traffic counts they require
before one jumps into a four-lane exercise? Because
certainly 3,500 or 4,000 cars a day in southwestern
Ontario where you have a much, much higher
population, I'm sure they don’t dream of putting in a
four-lane highway when you just have 4,000, or less
than 4,000 cars a day.

HON. J. PLOHMAN: If you look at other jurisdictions,
for example, Saskatchewan is dualing the Yellowhead
Route. The traffic volumes that we have, there were
1,600 to 2,000 vehicles, and we’re not considering
dualing at this time. It's upgrading it with partially-paved
shoulders, and a good two-lane highway. But that is
again about 1,000 or 1,500 less than Highway 44.

Highway 59, which has been dualed, is less
considerably than 44, insofar as the traffic is concerned.
Highway 75 is less average daily traffic, around 2,600,
2,800, as opposed to 3,000 and 3,500.

So most other highways that are being four-laned
in the province, none of them really, except probably
Highway No. 1, would be of a higher volume than
Highway 44, and other jurisdictions in Canada would
certainly be from what I've seen, and I'd like to get
more information right across the country as to what
triggers four-laning. | think it has a lot to do with dollars
and cents, but it also has to do with safety and volumes.
| don’t have access to all of that right at the present
time, | would like to get it, but | know that we have
looked at the neighbouring provinces, and it varies,
but certainly the criteria is justified on the basis of what
is there in traffic.

MR. D. SCOTT: Well | don't want to pursue the line
of questioning further and | don’t want to be
misconstrued, | guess, in my slight intervention here,
but | believe very strongly that we should try to maintain
our highway system in as good a quality and standard
as is possible.

| feel that one is able to do that more if you are able
to limit the amount of twinning of highways. Certainly,
in past years, | myself questioned whether the road
into Steinbach really needed to be twinned or whether
Highway 59 really needed to be twinned. From my own
experience, in living in other jurisidictions, | travelled
on a lot of two-lane highways with much higher volumes
than I'm used to travelling on here.

The Minister has said that he would like to check up
and see what some other provinces are doing before
that triggers the consideration of four-laning. I’'m sure
it would be a good exercise for his own peace of mind,
and | would appreciate it if he could inform me as well
as to what he finds out in other jurisdictions as to when
it triggers four-laning.

Thanks very much for your time.

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Mr. Chairman, I'll just mention as
well that Highway 12 would indicate that even at points
of highest traffic that they're not near the traffic volume
of Highway 44, but | think that during times of where
it is difficult to obtain funds, certainly those decisions
have to be made with much more prudence. What may
result in this particular case — for the Member for
Inkster — is that it will just take longer to do it than
it would when there are more funds.

MR. D. SCOTT: Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: There are no further speakers.

Item 8.(a)—pass; Item 8.(b)—pass; Item 8.(c)—pass;
8.(d)—pass; 8.(e)(1), 8.(e)(2)—pass; 8.(e)(3)—pass.

Resolution 97: Resolved that there be granted to
Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $96,939,000 for
Highways and Transportation expenditures related to
Capital for the fiscal year ending the 31st day of March,
1987 —pass.

Okay, we now return to deferred item, Item 1.(a)
Minister’s Salary — the Member for Minnedosa.

MR. D. BLAKE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Well, we
mentioned, when we had the Minister’s opening
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Estimates of the Department of Agriculture. We are
now on Item No. 4.(e) 1) Technical Services and Training
Branch: Salaries.

The Member for Virden.

MR. G. FINDLAY: No, not on this.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No problems? 4.(e)(1)—pass. 4.(e)2)
Other Expenditures — the Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. G. CUMMINGS: What is the recoverable listed
under that section?

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister of Agriculture.

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, the recoverable to
cover off the $85,900 deals with Agricultural Manpower
- 39,300; 4-H and Youth - 27,900; and the Toronto Royal
Fair - 18,700.00. That deals with the federal-provincial
agreement on transportation of show animals to the
Royal, and 4-H and Youth is our sharing of the national
program in 4-H. Agricultural Manpower deals with the
rural manpower advisory corps, and it deals with some
of the manpower issues as they relate to the farm labour
pools.

MR. G. CUMMINGS: One question regarding the
recoverable funds in 4-H area, is that a shared item
or are the items totally covered federally in that area?

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, what we do is we
expend the funds. This amounts to cost-sharing that
we receive from the Federal Government for training
of 4-H leaders and volunteers for our shows and fairs,
the specialty shows that we have. That recovers part
of the training monies in terms of the volunteers and
staff for the various shows. That is recoverable from
Canada. The funding is expended by Manitoba and
then there are certain items on which we can claim
from the Federal Government, and that’'s what we're
recovering on. This is just a small portion of the total
funding for 4-H.

MR. G. CUMMINGS: That was going to be my next
question. Is this the proper area to ask what the
expenditure is in that area?

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, centrally, we have a
Budget for — and | say centrally because this is the
central branch of 4-H — in the neighbourhood of
$200,000 for the youth specialist, 4-H leadership training
and 4-H projects and activities centrally. As well, there
are the regional specialists. Their funding in every region
is contained in the Farm and Rural Development
Division. The actual field staff, the 4-H assistants in
each region, they are funded under the Farm and Rural
Development Division. | would say the total Budget
would be in the area of half-a-million for 4-H when you
count the regional support and the central support. I'm
not 100 percent certain, but in terms of what | have
seen in the past, we're looking at about that amount
of money in global terms.

MR. G. FINDLAY: Of that $500,000, how much of it
goes directly to the 4-H Program, that which isn’'t used
for salaries?

HON. B. URUSKI: Pardon me?

MR. G. FINDLAY: How much of the $500,000 goes
directly to the 4-H Program? In other words, how much
of that really goes to salaries and how much is left over
for actual use in the 4-H Program?

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, in the central Budget
we are just discussing here, about $140,000 of that
$200,000 would go to other than salary in the
department. In terms of the regional expenditures, |
would say that a portion of that funding, of that total
half-a-million, you're probably looking at about 50-50,
or thereabouts, in terms of wages and staff who do
the liaison work along with the volunteers in training
and the course material. Of course the regions sponsor
the summer activities and camps. That funding would
be part and parcel of the regional funding.

MR. G. FINDLAY: Have there been any cutbacks in
that area of money going to 4-H Programs in the last
two, three or four years, or have there been increases?

HON. B. URUSKI: There was about four years ago a
shift that we made of about $10,000 within the program.
But when you calculate everything that has gone on
in 4-H over the last four or fiveyears, and we're accused
of emasculating the program which was not factual,
but there has been, | would say, a slight increase in
terms of overall budgets in the same area, generally
in line with increases that the rest of the department
has seen in administrative support and work.

MR. G. FINDLAY: This may have been asked already,
but just what is the participation in 4-H? Is it remaining
static or is it increasing slightly, or what’s happening?

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, the last statistical
year that we have is 1984 and to give you a range for
— | have statistics here for 1981 to 1984. In 1981, we
had 312 clubs; we went up to 320 in 1982 and we're
down to 313 in 1984.

So it's fairly static. The number of members is
basically in the 5,900 to 6,000 range and it’s held fairly
static in all four years, in that vicinity. The number of
leaders continues to be around the 2,100 to 2,200 range.
The volunteers — it’s fairly static — from 2,140 in 1981
to 2,120 in 1984, so you're talking about fairly static.

The number of new leaders, in fact, in the last two
years is a little bit higher. It was 676 in 1981; in 1984
there were 715 new leaders. So there’s some turnover
and new blood. As well, the number of new members,
1981 had a low of new members of 1,891 new members;
in 1984, we went up to 2,108.

It’s fairly static, but that’s the kind of ranges we're
in. The average age is running at around 12 years of
age, with an average 10 years in the clubs, of running
just under three years per activity or per member in
the 4-H club.

MR. G. CUMMINGS: Is this the area, under Other
Expenditures, where the part-time 4-H assistants in the
various regions would come from, or would they come
out of regional funding?

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, the 4-H aides would
be under the regional budget. They would be handled
in the regions.
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We have not encouraged them because it is the
ongoing costs which, in fact, many communities cannot
meet and the province in terms of its limited resources
in terms of, | believe, our priorities we should be putting
our money into at least one major institution as much
as we can, and even that is likely not quite enough as
| would like to see from time to time. But that’s where
we've said our commitment is to one institution, the
same way as Brandon is the focal point for western
Manitoba. We've done the same thing with the
agricultural museum in Austin even though there have
been requests from other regions of the province to
set up major museums.

MR. G. FINDLAY: Another comment in this area is, in
some communities the buildings are old — and I'm
thinking now | guess of rinks and if they’re on Ag Society
grounds or part of that facility — but the older structures
are inefficient in terms of energy, operating costs are
higher in other areas and they believe a new building
is much more cost efficient and maybe the operating
costs actually go down.

| know this is not the area to talk about it but many
of these community leaders speak very strongly against
demand building by Hydro which puts a high cost on
them that they feel is unwarranted but that can be
addressed later, but is a major issue in terms of funding
these kind of facilities on Ag Society grounds.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4.(e)3)—the Member for Gladstone.

MRS. C. OLESON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm glad
the Minister mentioned the museum. | was just sitting
here waiting to ask about it.

I'm wondering under whose initiative the Manitoba
Agricultural Museum was switched from the Department
of Agriculture to the Department of Cultural Affairs.

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, the decision was made
by the government, by Cabinet. It took into account
their ongoing deficit and the need to get that deficit
under control and to bring about some, | guess | would
say additional input, in terms of planning of museums,
and having the expertise in the Cultural Affairs
Department which deals with the rest of the museums
in the province to try and work through, over a number
of years, on a deficit reduction program and a more
stable financial footing to the museum. That was
basically the decision that Cabinet made.

MRS. C. OLESON: Did the Minister have any input
into just how the Department of Cultural Affairs was
to handle this? For instance, is there going to be a
major shift in the character of the museum? Are they
going to suggest that it be different in some way; for
instance, to run the same as agricultural museums in
other provinces?

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, | believe that a
comprehensive review, and although | am not the
Minister anymore, really should be undertaken of Austin
to see what kind of improvements can be made to
bring about greater public awareness, not only public
awareness but public participation in that museum.

| have been there on a number of occasions and |
have enjoyed it, but outside of the Threshermen’s

Reunion that museum brings through it very few people.
When | say very few, it may be a few thousand in a
year. The Threshermen’s Reunion is the big time during
the year when a lot of Manitobans and Canadians visit
that site. There has to be a way to try and make that
museum possibly bring in more people in to visit it
because there are so many artifacts and so much history
in that museum that | think the Cabinet felt that the
Cultural Affairs Department, in terms of dealing with
other museums and promotion, would be the better
place for that one major museum to be dealt with.

| hope in fact that in terms of the longer term, the
financial stability for that museum, even though
agricultural has provided a stable income, it’s not what
the museum really required. They required a fairly major
infusion of dollars to first of all get rid of that deficit.
| think what has to be done is to change it just from
a storage of artifacts to one of bringing people in and
making it more possibly a living museum. | am not the
expert in the area, | am giving you one member's
opinion, but the expertise does lie for museums in that
department.

MRS. C. OLESON: The Honourable Minister touched
on something he says should be more of a — what
did you say? — living example. | think that’s one of
the great features of that museum is the Reunion Days
and the other days that are held where the machinery
that’s there is actually put into use and demonstrations
are done.

Now, in some provinces they don’t do that at all. The
government says no, you store that thing in the shed
and all you dois look at it. So | hope that that character
of the museum is not going to be changed. | have been
told that there are some changes that the government
has suggested and they even, | am told, suggested that
they cannot have the type of reunion days they hold.
Well, that is the only function that they have that really
brings in money. | don't know why the government
would suggest that they would cancel that sort of thing.

Now with regard to that, earlier this year, as |
mentioned in question period the other day, the Museum
Board came and made several representations to the
government, to the Minister and others, asking that
their allocation for this year be given to them in advance
so that they could get under way because there was
a thought earlier this year they weren’t going to be
able to open their gates, and now they are faced with
the fact that they may not be able to have their annual
reunion if they don’'t get these funds.

| was talking to them yesterday and they still haven't
got that cheque that the Minster said was on the way.
In the regular turn of events, they usually get that
funding by now. They are asking for special dispensation
this year, they are told that they’ll get it, and it’'s coming
later than it usually does.

A MEMBER: That's two weeks ago it was in the mail.
MRS. C. OLESON: Correct.

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, first of all, any changes
in terms of the character of the museum, | want to

assure the honourable member, would not be imposed
by anyone. | believe the character of the museum, if
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the provision of student support during the summer.
There has been a close, harmonious working
relationship.

Mr. Chairman, | ask the Member for Portage just to
not do a disservice to that museum by making the kind
of, | would call, uninformed charges that he’s making.

MR. G. FINDLAY: A couple of programs that have
been run in the department that are well-received in
the country, and one is the century farm signs that were
commenced back in the late Seventies by the Lyon
administration in the recognition of the ag societies
that celebrate a 100th fair, are those programs still
going to be maintained for the foreseeable future? The
century farm signs and the recognition of the 100th
fair, is that going to carry on for the foreseeable futue?

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, yes, in fact, it is
continuing and | expect that it will be continue. | think
the idea that was brought forward by your colleague
during his term in office was a good idea in terms of
the recognition of century farms, and we have supported
it and intend to continue that support to those farm
families where the farm has remained in the family for
at least one century. Yes, | fully endorse that concept
and I'm very proud of that program in terms of the
recognition of those family farms. | give your colleague
his full marks on that one.

MR. G. FINDLAY: | guess a couple of my colleagues
have some questions, it's back a line or two, if the
Minister would be prepared to go back in Technical
Services on some questions that were missed earlier.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Portage.

MR. E. CONNERY: In the area of entomology, the
province has, how many people in entomology?
Entomology will be an extension service, but they must
be working with the university as far as some of the
information that these people are using. What is the
relationship between the two?

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, there is a very close
relationship between the university and our entomology
staff. I'm advised that our chief entomologist, Dave
Smith, does even deliver some lectures at the University
of Manitoba on entomology and some of the expertise
that he has had in the practical sense so that there is
a very close working relationship.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4.(a)(3) — the Member for Portage.

MR. E. CONNERY: Is there adequate funding? Are the
requests from the farmers being adequately met? | don’t
know. We get good service, but are the total
requirements of the province being met in entomology,
or is there a backlog of requests?

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, | don’t believe that
there is any backlog of requests. There may be at times
that it may be a little while before we can deal with all
the requests. During the summertime, of course, we
do supplement the regular staff with summer students
who come from the university in terms of assistance

in monitoring some of the work that the branch does.
So we do assist the branch with, | think, three or four
summer staff as students in the university involved in
addition to the regular staff that we have for the summer,
specifically in the entomology area. I'm not aware of
any sort of major lacking work in terms of response
and our staff have advised me on that as well.

MR. E. CONNERY: In the area of the honeybees, in
the past there have been some concerns and some
severe damage from aerial spraying at a time when it
had to be done. What is the provincial program now
for protecting beekeepers, or | guess paying them for
their losses if there is a severe spraying program?

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, there has never been
any ongoing program within the province to compensate
beekeepers for loss of bees. When we did spray for
encephalitis, the outbreak in the province a number of
years ago, this was the first time | believe anywhere
in Canada that a province automatically said if there
are going to be losses, we will compensate directly on
a formula established working with the Beekeepers’
Association.

On that major program, | believe there are still two
claims outstanding and | want to tell — | don’t know
if | conveyed it to my honourable friend from Portage
— | think that from the precedents that would set, that
those two agreements should be signed and so those
final payments can be made because there will be no
change in policy in this area. So | think the Honourable
Member for Ste. Rose knows of what | speak.

But in terms of the ongoing spraying, dealing with
aerial applicators, we do try and cooperate between
the aerial applicators, our staff and beekeepers to try
and advise aerial applicators as best one can of the
locations of beehives in the province. Of course, the
member knows that honey production is now an insured
crop under crop insurance and for any loss in
production. I’'m not sure whether it in fact covers losses
due to spray damage, because that would be a liability
clause that would be borne by the aerial applicators,
but from other production losses. The Province of
Manitoba did pioneer several years ago to automatically
compensate losses due to aerial spraying that was
undertaken by the province.

We did, in fact, in one instance — | should share
with my honourable friend, he maybe read about it —
here just east of Winnipeg, did move a huge amount,
| may be wrong in my amount, but something like 10
million or several million leafcutter bees and there was
four, five or maybe six hours notice that the spraying
would go on in the Oakbank area and a troop of local
people, our staff, RCMP gathered up all the leafcutter
bee houses or shelters and moved them into the curling
rink for a period of 48 or 72 hours, pending the spray
being dissipated, and in fact very few losses occurred
as a result of that move. The bees were kept in basically
cold storage and we had almost no losses in the
process. It was a good community effort in terms of
trying a different approach in terms of trying to save
the bees.

It's my hope, of course, Mr. Chairman, that the
Province of Manitoba in the longer term will really refrain
from that kind of massive spraying program. It's a
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