
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Tuesday, 20 May, 1986. 

Time - 8:00 p.m. 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

MADAM SPEAKER, Hon. M. Phillips: On the proposed 
motion of the Hon ourable Member for Ellic e  an d the 
amendmen t  thereto by the Hon ourable Leader of the 
Opp os ition ,  the Hon ourable Member for Ste. Ros e has 
40 min utes .  

MR. G. CUMMINGS: Than k  you, Madam Speaker. I' m 
v ery pleas ed to ris e  tonig ht to s peak for the firs t  time 
to this Ass embly. 

Firs t  of all, c ong ratulations to you on being elev ated 
to the Chair. My c ong ratulations als o  to my fellow M LA's 
on both s ides of the House. We've been g iven an honour, 
a priv ileg e  and a res pons ibility an d I hop e  we hav e  the 
wis dom to dis ting uis h  between the three. 

The s eat of Ste. Ros e  was prev ious ly held by Mr. 
Pete Adam who s at with the members oppos ite for, I 
believe, 11 years . I would like to s ay to the fellow 
members of the Leg is lature that while Mr. Adam and 
I obv ious ly dis ag reed politic ally, c ertain ly anyon e  who 
spends as many years in p ublic life as he did an d an d 
s erved the interes ts of his c ons tituen ts des erv es c redit 
and well wis hes in h is retirement, an d I offer him that 
at this time. 

However, I mus t  add one s ub-title to that. I p robably 
owe the fac t that I' m s tanding here tonig ht to Mr. Adam. 
He wrote a letter to the p ress jus t  p rior to the elec tion 
s aying that he had nev er s aid I would make a dec en t 
M LA and I than k  him for that effort. 

M r. J im Ferg us on rep res en ted what is now the 
s outhern part of Ste. Ros e  c ons tituenc y  p rior to 
redis tribution .  He s erv ed, I believ e, in exc ess of 12 
years in this Leg is lature. He served with g reat dis tinction 
and c ommitmen t  and I on ly hope that I may fill the 
s hoes and follow his direc tion an d the c ommitmen t  he 
p rov ided for the peop le that he repres en ted. 

I wis h  Mr. Ferg us on well in his retiremen t, but thos e  
who kn ow him kn ow full well that retiremen t  is a word 
that he doesn't unders tan d. Nev ertheless , he has retired 
from politics and I do wis h him well. 

Madam Sp eaker, Ste. Ros e  Cons tituenc y is bordered 
on two s ides by Lake Man itoba, on the eas t an d on 
the north. On the wes t it is bordered by the Riding 
Mountains and the beautiful Lake Dauphin , dep ending 
on the dep th of the water s ome days . 

Of our loc al g ov ern men ts that are inv olv ed in the 
Cons tituenc y  of Ste. Ros e, there are s ev en 
mun ic ipalities an d an en ormous LG D that c ov ers on e­
third of the c ons tituenc y. This c ons tituency, whic h  
enc omp ass es s ome 6 000 s qu are mi les ,  M ad am 
Sp eaker, als o  has three larg er towns with whic h  I hope 
to hold disc uss ions an d c on tin ue to try an d bring 
forward their c oncerns ,  thos e  towns being Neep awa, 
Mc Creary an d Ste. Ros e. 

Madam Speaker, I notic ed in the las t  Sunday Sun 
that I apparen tly g av e  a s peec h  on this s ame top ic las t  
Thurs day, and perhaps I' m being offered a s ec on d  
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c hanc e. The c ons tituenc y of Ste. Rose is a c onstituency 
that is almos t  en tirely a waters hed an d it  has certain ly 
c ome home to res t this s pring. Cons i dering the 
problems that hav e  been rampan t  ac ross the 

c onstituenc y, it is c ertainly a topic of c onv ers ation an d 
of g reat in teres t to the people, the mun ic ipal offic ials 
in my c onstituenc y. 

I thin k, Madam Speaker, that I would like to s peak 
to the members oppos ite about reorg an iz ation of 
priorities ,  bec aus e it s eems to me when we s ee the 
ex ample of what has happen ed this sp ring , how we 
were un able to c on trol s ome of the flas h floods that 
occ urred, how we were un able to protec t s ome of the 
v aluable farmlan d  that wen t under, I hope that we c ould 
reorg an iz e priorities an d that money c ould be put in to 
addition al works within the waters heds. I would s peak 
sp ec ific ally on the waters heds in my c onstituenc y, 
Madam Speaker. After all, how does on e look a young 
farmer in the eye after he has p ut $3 0-or-more an ac re 
in to his lan d  las t  fall? When you' re s tan ding looking 
ac ross his fields with him this s pring an d they' re 2 to 
3 feet un der water, how c an you hon es tly, without a 
twing e of reg ret, s ay to him, "Well,  s on ,  you'v e g ot 
n othing but g oos e pas ture here. "  

This g ov ernmen t  has c ommitted its elf t o  repair, 
rep lac emen t  an d mun ic ipal in fras truc ture and that 
s oun ds g ood. Madam Speaker, I thin k  if we c an make 
that kin d of a c ommitmen t  an d if the g ov ern ment c an 
make a c ommitmen t  to the upg rading an d imp rov ement 
of riv erban ks ,  perhaps there is a little s huffling an d 
reorg an iz ation of priorities there whic h  would mean that 
the waters heds of this p rov inc e  would be part of those 
p riorities .  

I wan ted to join this Leg is lature, Madam Speaker, 
to hav e  the op portun ity to address priorities ,  to have 
s ome in fluenc e on the polic ies an d priorities of  the 
g ov ern men t  n o  matter whic h  s ide of the Leg is lature I 
s it on. I believ e  the time is rip e, Madam Sp eaker, that 
we s hould take a differen t look at the way g ov ern men ts 
deal with rural Man itoba, the ag ric ultural s ec tor in 
partic ular. 

The ag ric ultural c ommun ity in Man itoba prov ides the 
fuel for the eng in e that prov ides the motiv ation an d 
the motiv e  for our ec on omy. The wedg ing of ag ric ulture 
into a domes tic market is n ot a g ood s ign or a g ood 

g oal. lt will hurt the ec on omy of this prov inc e  if we ever 
allow ourselv es to thin k  in terms of on ly domes tic 
market. We hav e  to be v ery c ogn iz an t of the fac t  that 
in order to pros per an d g row we mus t  look als o to our 
ex port markets , both to the s outh an d offs hore. As a 
hog produc er I c an attest to the fac t that, when the 
Americ an border bec ame hos tile to our ex ports , there 
was $ 5  to $7 taken out of my poc ke t immediately -
p er hog. 

Madam Sp eaker, I would like to offer a helping han d  
t o  the Min is ter of Ag ric ulture. I a m  s ure that h e  is a 
v ery un ders tanding g en tleman and he un derstan ds the 
problems of ag ric ulture. Certainly it bothers me that 
we s hould be so abus iv e. lt bothers me that he is a 
man poss ibly in the wildern ess ac ross there, but we 
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will c on tin ue, Madam Speaker, to prod an d pus h an d 
pull un til we c an g et th e priorities of ag ric ulture in to 
th e area that we believ e  they s hould be. 

Farmers of th is prov inc e des erv e  better than they 
h av e  been g etting, Madam Speaker. lt s eems to me 
that people g et th e kin d  of g ov ern men t  they des erv e, 
an d I g uess I'v e  been beg inn ing to ques tion if I des erv e  
what I'v e  been g etting, an d this is why I c hos e t o  run 
for th e Leg is lature. We c ann ot c on tin ue to offload all 
of th e ag ric ultural proble ms to the feds, to the 
Americ ans, an d to the world market. There are s ome 
prov inc ial res pons ibilities an d there are areas that the 
Prov inc ial G ov ern men t c an mov e. 

We outlin ed during the c ampaign our c oncern about 
sch ool tax es . Th at is n ot s imply a matter of dollars an d 
c en ts, Madam Speaker, that is als o  a c onc ern in terms 
of wh at is fair an d what is rig ht in relations hip between 
ability to pay an d ability of a partic ular ass et to produc e 
mon ies with whic h  bills may be paid. 

Madam Speaker, there were c ertain other very s imple 
ch ang es that c ould be made that would improv e what 
I c ons ider s ome s erious disc repanc ies in ag ric ulture in 
this prov ince. Firs t  of all, what happen ed to th e idea 
that if a pers on wen t in to a feedlot an d was able to 
make a buc k, what happen ed to the idea th at it was 
leg itimate for him to do s o? The feedlot operators of 
this prov ince. lt h as to s ay s omething for the profits 
that are in feed lot if people are prepared to ris k  c apital, 
ris k  it albeit poss ibly for a tax disc oun t, for a write-off 
ag ains t tax es, but in s uc h  a way that it would be 
produc ing more g oods, it would be prov iding a s erv ic e, 
it would be inc reas ing jobs in this prov inc e, ev en thoug h 
thos e  who mig ht h av e  inv es ted in the feedlot would, 
in fac t, hav e  g en erated a loss that they would deduc t  
from th eir inc ome tax .  

Madam Speaker, wh at about tripartite ag reemen ts ?  
We'v e joined the H og Tri partite Ag reemen t  an d I 
c ommen d  the M in is ter th at he has s ign ed th at 
ag reemen t. I h av e  to ques tion, howev er, why it was 
s igned at th e time th at it was. Was it s igned for politic al 
reas ons at th at partic ular time? I ques tion, Madam 
Speaker, wh y is th at wh en we g et up in the morn ing 
we h av e  a weather forec as t .  We probably hav e  a c rop 
forec as t. We h av e  a c rop forec as t ev en of what's g oing 
to g o  on in Russ ia in terms of produc tion, but we don' t 
n ec ess arily kn ow what the Min is ter of Ag ric ulture is 
g oing to do th at day. Th os e wh o c hos e n ot to be part 
of th e prog ram bec ause it was put forward as being 
ac tuarily s oun d are n ow s eeing thos e  who wen t in to 
th e prog ram being s ubs idiz ed. I fear that the s ame will 
h appen to the c attle in dus try - n ot th at it bothers me 
that th os e who are in the prog ram may have s ome of 
their debts written off - but it has been put forward 
for s o  long as being ac tuarily s oun d, that thos e  words 
h av e  a v ery hollow ring in th e ears of man y  of the 
farmers of this prov inc e. 

Th ere's a c ouple of n ifty n ames for prog rams that 
h av e  been runn ing aroun d in the ag ric ultural c ommun ity 
an d in th is Leg is lature - Farm Start an d Farm Aid. 
We h av e  farmers out in the c oun try who would like to 
kn ow wh at ex ac tly is inv olv ed in thes e  prog rams, an d 
obv ious ly we' re g oing to hav e  to wait for a little while 
long er. i t's s inc erely h oped on my part that Farm Aid 
does n ot bec ome deris iv ely kn own as Ban d  Aid. 

Wh at are the details ? Can Farm Start prov ide 
s ometh ing more th an a n ew blus h  to an old prog ram? 
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When you s top an d thin k  about it, Madam Speaker, it 
s oun ds almost like th e Y oung Farmer R ebate in reverse, 
on ly this way the pers on who is selling out g ets the 
deduc tion. I' m rec eiv ing c alls from young farmers ac ross 
my c ons tituenc y who hav e  turn ed to MACC in 
des peration bec aus e  they are c onc erned with their 
fin anc ial s tan ding for the c oming year but there s eems 
to be a problem. 

MACC is n ot keeping pac e  with the pres en t  
occ urrenc es in ag ric ulture. While MACC has had s ome 
prog rams that hav e  don e  a fair bit of g ood ac ross the 
prov inc e, I am c onc ern ed that they are n ot reac ting to 
the reality of the ag ric ultural c ommun ity this s pring. 

Madam Speaker, when people approach MACC an d 
they are told that, ev en thoug h  they have 50 perc en t 
equity or hig her, they have no c as h  flow an d therefore 
are in elig ible bec aus e of pres en t g rain pric es; but th e 
ban ks an d the c redit un ions will accept their loans -
they are prepared to bac k  them. Now why is it th e 
priv ate ins titutions are prepared to take a ris k  that 
MACC will n ot? 

Madam Speaker, I hope that the Min is ter will n ot 
delay. We have had two White Papers un der the 
Min is ter's juris dic tion, two s tudies, an d I am afraid that 
the time is almos t  pas t  for ac tion. 

In terms of s mall bus in ess, Madam Speaker, in the 
Ste. R ose bus in ess c ommun ity in this c ons tituency, wh at 
we hav e  are s mall bus in esses that are serv ic e-orien ted, 
heav ily depen den t  on ag ric ulture. So what I s ay about 
ag ric ulture, an d what we all s ay an d see in the future 
for ag ric ulture, or hope we will see in the future for 
ag ric ulture, c ertain ly n ot on ly affec ts thos e  who have 
a little dirt un der their fingern ails, i t  affec ts thos e  who 
make their liv ing s elling g oods an d  serv ic es to th os e 
people. lt makes a d ifferenc e ev en tually to th e 
c ommun ities an d the s iz e  of the c ommun ities, an d to 
the educ ation al an d health c are opportun ities that will 
be with in those c ommun ities bec aus e, as the population 
beg ins to drop, we kn ow what happens . 

During the elec tion, the Premier chos e  to ann ounc e 
s mall bus in ess bon ds in my c onstituenc y. He inv ited a 
g roup of people to a meeting, an d he ann ounc ed h is 
prog ram for s mall bus in ess, but at wh at pric e? We s till 
are n ot s ure, bec aus e man y  bus in ess es c an already 
borrow at s omething c los e to prime. Who is elig ible? 
Wh at c riterion ? 

But in teres ting ly en oug h, Madam Speaker, after the 
Premier made that ann ounc emen t, he wen t on to deride 
the public ins titutions in the mon etary field for their 
ins ens itiv ity. He then c hos e to s it down an d v is it with 
s ome of the inv ited g ues ts, an d foun d himself s itting 
amongs t four ban kers - un fortun ately, I wasn't there, 
I wasn't inv ited - but I s us pec t th at this is an other 
ex ample of th e "how to educ ate a don key" th eory. The 
way that you educ ate a don key, Madam Speaker, is 
you g et a two- by-four about this long an d you g o  up 
an d you hit him between the eyes, an d then you'v e g ot 
his atten tion. 

That s eems to be what happens with the g overn men t 
oppos ite when they deal with Ottawa. i t  happens when 
they deal with man y  of the people that we believe s hould 
be c ons ulted, s hould be dealt with on a s traig htforward 
bas is . Then we would n ot be dealing in a c on fron tation 
s ituation. We would, in fac t, be dealing in a 
s traig htforward an d prag matic an d prac tic al fas hion. 

Will s mall bus in ess bon ds be s ometh ing more than 
what is av ailable n ow? If it isn' t, truly this g overn men t  
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will have abandoned their s o-c alle d c ommitment to 
s mall bus iness . Or will they s imply be an alternative 
le nder? We don' t  nec ess arily nee d alternative lenders 
in the s ys tem at this time. What we need, Madam 
Speaker, in my opinion, is a c hange in g ove rnment 
attitudes .  

Madam Speaker, there is a new hog -process ing plant 
being built at Neepawa, one whic h will be world-c lass . 
lt will follow a new tec hnolog y; it will will provide many 
jobs that we s orely nee d. lt was there, the initial s tart 
was bec aus e of a DRIE g rant - I' m not s ure if you 
c all it DRIE or DREE anymore - DRIE. But I had the 
unsettling expe rie nc e to hear that the head of the meat 
pac kers union was s everely ups et that we are g oing 
to have a meat pac king plant in rural Manitoba. lt's 
unfortunate that tec hnolog y  s uc h  as this is being 
ig nored, Madam Speake r. While there may be 8 0  jobs 
out there that would re plac e  a c ons iderable number 
more in a less effic ient plant, they will be long -term 
jobs .  They will be jobs that will produc e  a produc t  at 
an e ffic ient c os t  s o  that we may c ompe te in a hig hly 
c ompetitive world s ituation. And I as k, Madam Speaker, 
whe re will the g ove rnment s it with its firs t  c ontrac t  
leg is lation when this plant g ets into operation? 

A MEMBER: As k Mac kling ,  he's talking about bananas 
all the time .  

MR. G. CUMMINGS: We' re not exporting bananas ,  
we' re exporting pork, and in that pork is the wheat 
and the barley, the produc t  of our prairies and that is 
the way we will g row, that is the way we will meet head­
on the c ompetition around the world. 

Madam Spe aker, I would like to talk about the 
h ighways in the Cons tituency of Ste . Ros e for a moment. 
I have to s ay that hig hways are of a primary c onc ern 
bec aus e in parts of the Ste. Rose c ons tituenc y, while 
we hear a c ons iderable amount of talk that the railways 
have bee n  taken out of Manitoba, that the railways are 
the reas on our hig hways are in bad s hape, it reminds 
me of the farme r who went out into his field after it 
had been c omple tely haile d  out and he looked at his 
field and he s aid, "The CPR has done it to me ag ain." 

Parts of this c ons tituenc y, Madam Speaker, neve r  
did have a railway. The taking out or putting i n  of the 
railway would not s olve the proble ms that we have in 
parts of the Ste. Rose c ons titue nc y. The c onc ern is 
that what hig hways we may have ,  once you g et off the 
main arteries , s imply do not me et the s tandards of the 
amount of load that we nee d  to c arry thes e  days . And 
I' m not talking about e normous truc ks and trans fers 
- we' ve g ot truc ks that c an' t g o  down these roads 
e mpty, Madam Spe ake r. 

lt dis rupts the flow of c om me rce; it dis rupts the 
ac tivity in the c ons tituenc y, and eve ntually what it does , 
it makes s neaks and c heats out of otherwis e  hones t  
people who have t o  wait until the ins pec tors have g one 
bec aus e the re's no other way they c an g et their c attle 
to pas ture. That is only one e xample, but it is an example 
that I think be ars to be ke pt in mind when we talk 
about priorities , Madam Spe ake r. 

Anothe r c once rn that re lates to hig hways ,  Madam 
Spe ake r, is the Ye llowhe ad Route whic h is being billed 
as , and in fac t is , an alte rnate to No. 1, a touris m route 
that we hope many, many people will us e. This s umme r, 
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when we have a g reat wes tward flow of touris m, it was 
hoped m at a lot of thos e  touris ts would s wing north 
at Highw ay 16 , but there s eems to be a proble m. 
Somehow it relates to c ons tituenc y  boundaries, and I 
s ay to the Honourable Membe r for Minnedos a, what 
have you done wrong ? 

MR. D. BLAKE: lt's c oming this year, they think. 

MR. G. CUMMINGS: Well, the c ons truc tion stops 
exac tly at the e dge of the Ste. Rose boundary, so we 
are stopped halfway betwe en the two towns . The 
c ons truc tion wil l  not l ikely be up to acc eptable 
s tandards by the time the traffic beg ins to flow at the 
end of J une. There is a ve ry real poss ibility that there 
will be a c ons iderable loss of touris m  revenue to the 
pe ople who live along this h ig hway and who are 
expec ting s omething g re ater from the flow of traffic to 
Expo. 

Madam Speaker, it us ed to be that when you went 
s outh from Ste .  Rose into the G lads tone Cons tituency 
that you fell into a pothole - that has only rec ently 
been c ured - but that s eems to me to be an example 
of g overnment that is us ing ,  not only many other means , 
but trans portation fac ilities as a me ans to leverage on 
the voters of this provinc e. 

Madam Speaker, in rural Manitoba, educ ation and 
health c are are important s ubjec ts . Rural Manitobans 
have a rig ht, I believe, to expec t  quality health c are 
within a reas onable dis tance of whe re they live. In the 
Speech from the Throne, it s eems to me that he alth 
c are was touc hed with a very broad brus h - nothing 
s pec ific . Ag ain, I am c onc erne d that there were promises 
dropped here and there, and little g roups patted on 
the hea d  here and there, throug h the elec tion, and that 
tells me there may be a very real danger that the Budget 
has been use d  up prior to being prioriz ed. 

I would only touc h on one item within my c ons tituenc y, 
however, Madam Speaker. lt's a proble m that is not 
unique to Ste. Ros e only, it is a problem that occ urs 
wide ly throug hout rural Manitoba, and that is obtaining 
and maintaining quality medic al s taff in our rural 
hos pitals . i t's a problem whic h I am s ure the Honourable 
Minis ter is well aware of, and I would s imply flag one 
iss ue that relates to that. 

At Ste . Rose there is a larg e  fac ility that is being 
underutiliz ed bec aus e of the s hortag e of doc tors at the 
present time .  I would wonder, with the e fforts of the 
de partme nt, in c ooperation with the unive rs ities ,  if this 
c ould be expanded to bec ome a te ac hing fac il ity and 
that we mig ht then be able to attrac t more doc tors to 
rural Manitoba, that we mig ht then be able to s how 
more doc tors what rural Manitoba is like. Certainly, the 
problem is not with the m being able to earn a living 
in rural Manitoba; it is to ge t the m  into the rural parts 
of the provinc e  s o  that they may, in fact,  apprec iate 
the delig hts of living in rural Manitoba as the res t of 
us do. Certainly, the hos pital of whic h I s peak has an 
adequate population bas e from whic h to draw. 

Madam Speaker, I was involved as a trus tee for seven 
years before I bec ame involved in provinc ial politics , 
and it's one of the major re as ons that I am in the 
Leg is lature tonig ht. As I s aid earlier, I hope to influe nc e  
the direc tions and the polic ies o f  G overnments of the 
Day, but I have a few ques tions and c onc erns . 
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Firs t  of all, I would like to cong ratulate the Min is ter 
of Education on s ome of the s tatemen ts that he has 
already broug ht forward, but there are, howev er, 
ques tions that n eed ans wering an d I hope that he will 
take them in to cons ideration. I als o, of cours e, wis h  
to offer him m y  s upport i f  h e  will cons ider the direction 
about which I am talking. 

Can the paren ts of the prov in ce be ass ured that the 
curriculum dev elopmen t  an d implemen tation will be 
more in l in e  with the commun ity s tan dards an d will be 
able to be j udged by the people in the commun ity in 
time that they can make up their min ds ,  in a reas on able 
an d practical mann er, about s ome of the con trovers ial 
curricula that has been propos ed? 

Madam Speaker, ag ain I would poin t  out a pers on al 
s ituation on the Beautiful Plains School Board, an d the 
admin is tration ,  I felt, was q uite a prog ress iv e  
admin is tration .  So we were prepared t o  look at the 
Family Life s ection of the health curriculum, an d we 
were told that, if we didn 't in -s erv ice s ome teachers , 
we could n ot obtain the in formation. That creates 
mis trus t; it creates mis un ders tan d ing . lt may v ery well 
be the on e th ing that wi l l  k i l l  the opportun ity to 
implemen t  that type of curricula in this prov in ce. 

I cong ratulate the Min is ter on a s tatemen t  he made 
in the Hous e  here a few days ag o, when he ann oun ced 
that the hig h  s chool curriculum rev iew would proceed. 
i t's long ov erdue, howev er. I would like to poin t out 
that trus tees , paren ts ,  an d the Ass ociation of School 
Superin ten den ts hav e  l ong as ked that th is be 
un dertaken an d,  ev en thoug h we are n ow un dertaking 
this rev iew, it s tan ds to reas on that we will s till be 
behin d  in terms of where we s hould have been if we, 
in fact, implemen t  n ew curriculum after the rev iew has 
been fin is hed. 

I wan t to kn ow, can we ex pect a s pirit of cooperation 
from the departmen t  - a buzz word, cooperation , 
dis cuss ion ,  interaction . Thes e  were the kin ds of words 
that hav e  been flying aroun d the Departmen t  of 
Education ,  the Depart ment of Ag riculture too, I s uppose. 
What bothers me, howev er, is that we s aw things s uch 
as the letter g oing out to the "Hutterian Brethren "  
during the election period. l t  wen t out in s uch a way 
as to impugn s hoddy an d immoral actions on the part 
of the s chool div is ions of this prov in ce that had Hutterian 
s chools within their boun daries .  

Madam Speaker, it was an ins ult to the trus tees of 
this prov in ce; it was an ins ult to the Hutterian Brethren. 
There can be on ly on e reas on for it g oing out when it 
did, becaus e already a lot of the g uidelin es were in 
place an d certain ly the s tructure for dis cuss ion was 
there between the trus tees an d the brethren in the 
colon ies . But it wen t out impugn ing motiv es during the 
middle of the campaign an d the res ult was , as I s aid 
a min ute ag o, it was an ins ult to the people that it wen t 
to when they s topped an d thoug ht about it. lt was don e  
s olely for partis an political purpos es , as far as I 'm 
con cern ed, an d I hope that the departmen t  will n ev er 
in dulge in that s ort of chang e in midstream ag ain. As 
1 s aid earlier, I offer my s upport to the Min is ter becaus e 
I hope that thes e  things will n ot occur ag ain .  

An other point,  Madam Speaker, is that there is a lot 
of feeling out in the public, in reg ard to the education al 
prog rams of this prov in ce, that education an d s ocial 
tin kering is being mix ed tog ether. T he education al 
s tan dards of this prov in ce will be compromis ed if that 
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type of thin king prev ails .  We have a g ood education 
s ys tem if it is properly man ag ed an d kept up-to- date. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to talk for a momen t  
about the eas tern part of the Ste. Ros e cons tituen cy. 
i t's an area that is domin ated by ran ching , which is 
the mos t  obv ious choice for the people in that area 
cons idering the s oil type an d the av ailability of pas ture. 
But ran ching an d fis hing are tied very tig htly tog ether, 
becaus e man y  of the ran chers s ay that they couldn 't 
afford to con tin ue ran ching if, in fact, there was n ot a 
g ood win ter fis hery. 

In talking about the fis hery an d in talking about the 
people who live  along the s hores of that Lake Man itoba, 
the part that's boun ded within my constituen cy, I would 
s ay, Madam Speaker, that I hope that the g ov ern men t  
would s ee an d would ass ess the g reat poten tial that 
there is in that part of the prov in ce. There is a poten tial 
for commercial an d s port fis hing to be improved.  
There's a g reat poten tial for touris m  to be improved. 

Touris m is almos t  n on -exis ten t  on that part of the 
s horelin e of Lake Man itoba but I can g iv e  you an 
example, going aroun d the lake to Lake Dauphin , where 
touris m  an d the cons truction of cottag es an d putting 
in cottag e cons truction for recreation al activ ities v ery 
nearly broke the dev eloper, becaus e it wen t on for two 
years . On e full year, all that was needed was the 
s ign ature of the member who was the M in is ter 
res pons ible. Un fortun ately, that member was als o  the 
Member for Ste. Ros e. 

Madam Speaker, the touris m  in dus try would len d itself 
to employmen t  in that part of the prov in ce an d that 
part of the cons tit uen cy. There are three In dian 
res erv ations up that s horeline, an d I'v e  had s ome fairly 
leng thy d is cuss ions with the leaders of thos e  
commun ities. I believ e  we'v e dev eloped a mutual 
res pect an d a mutual g oal between us . They are looking 
for jobs ,  Madam Speaker. There is un employmen t  in 
that part of the Ste. Rose constituen cy that would make 
Attila the Hun blus h. 

Madam Speaker, jobs are the ans wer to people who 
live  in the areas that are n ot hig hly productiv e in terms 
of ag riculture or fis hing. Thos e  jobs are hard to find,  
I g ran t that. But i f  we could build on the res ources that 
are there, i.e. , the tourism;  if we could build on the 
fis hing - it was flagged earlier by the member n ext 
to me for Portag e  la Prairie that there may be s ome 
problem with the Fairford Dam. If, in fact, it can be 
s hown that is the reas on the fis h  are n ot coming to 
that s outhern part of Lake Man itoba, then truly it's an 
iss ue that s hould be g iven careful cons ideration becaus e 
we wan t thos e  people to have jobs .  They don 't wan t  
welfare. They wan t an activ e fis hery; they wan t an active 
in dus try con cern ing touris m  if it could poss ibly be 
dev eloped. The bes t way to attract a touris t  is to s how 
him where he can catch a fis h, Madam Speaker. 

I came to this Leg is lature wan ting to in fluen ce the 
policies an d the priorities of the g ov ern men t. I hope 
that I hav e  helped clarify the n eeds of my cons tituen cy. 
I pledg e  mys elf to work in a constructive manner for 
the g ood of this prov in ce an d, Madam Speaker, I am 
prepared to make as g ood a g ov ern men t as I poss ibly 
can out of the G overn men t  of the Day. 

MADAM SPEAKER: The Hon ourable M in is ter of 
Health. 
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HON. L. DESJARDINS: Madam Speaker, it's a real 
pleas ure to join the many that have s poken s o  far in 
debating this Speech from the Throne. 

A MEMBER: That's the bes t part of your s peech. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: lt gets a little better as I go 
along. 

I would like to join the many that have congratulated 
you, Madam Speaker, for having been chos en to guide 
us in our del iberations . I certainly would l ike to 
congratulate the Deputy Speaker als o, my leader for 
going back in government with this government, all the 
members of this Hous e  that were elected, of course, 
my new colleagues in Cabinet, the Mover and Seconder 
of the Speech from the Throne. 

What I find mos t  interes ting, es pecially in this firs t  
Sess ion and i n  the firs t  debate, is the new members. 
I have enjoyed it. I' ve tried to lis ten to mos t  of the 
s peeches . I' ve miss ed s ome, but I have lis tened to many 
of the s peeches from both s ides ofthe Hous e, and I 
was impress ed, not necess arily by what was s aid but 
the way it was s aid and the apparent s incerity of all 
the members that s poke. 

I guess the one that impressed me the mos t, but 
he's hardly a new member - he's a new member, but 
he's had ex perience - I would think it is my colleague 
from Concordia. I have als o  enjoyed the s peech - I 
thought it was going like gangbus ters for the firs t  s peech 
- of the Member for Brandon Wes t and the charming 
Member for River Eas t. - (Interjection) - it does n' t 
hurt to pay a few compliments . In fact, I think there is 
too much partis ans hip in this Hous e. Maybe I' m naive 
if I think that at times certain things s hould be above 
partis an pol it ics for the g ood of M an itoba -
(Interjection) - That's right. 

My honourable friend reminds me, I' m s ure, that I 
have changed parties .  I want to s ay to them that I have 
never been cons idered that good a party pers on, a 
party man. I feel that the parties are there to s erve the 
public and it does n' t concern me that much. Y ou don' t  
vote blindly for a member of a party becaus e i t  is your 
party. I don' t  think that any parties s hould tell you how 
you s hould follow your beliefs and your principles .  If 
you are as ked to leave those at the door of the caucus 
room before you go in, I think that's wrong. I know 
this is a joke to s ome of the members and this is fine, 
but I think there is too much. I have heard so many 
people s ay that the las t  s peaker, the Member for 
Brandon Wes t, River Eas t, the one from Portage this 
afternoon, they all finis hed, the s ame thing, I dedicated 
mys elf to my cons tituency and the people of my 
province. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: Y ou guys don' t  - you dedicate 
yours elves to yours elves . 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Well,  the bigges t  joker in the 
House is at it again. As long as you deduct his time 
from my time, let him go ahead, Madam Speaker. That 
is what they' d  like to do. When s omeone is trying to 
s peak, although we allowed the courtes y  of lis tening 
to what is s aid on the other s ide - but a little bit of 
heckling is good. I don' t  mind that at all. 

I was in the process of s aying that there is too much 
partis ans hip and I believe that. I think that if anybody 
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can tell me - and I make an ex ception of the Member 
for R iver Heights ,  b ut all the other members - if they 
s ay they agree with everything that their partners and 
their people in their party agree with, I s ay s how me 
one of thos e  and s how me either a liar or a fool b ecaus e 
that is imposs ib le. 

I never hes itated to s ay - I think they've known how 
I feel about the French iss ue. I think what has gone 
through those las t  few years has been a dis grace. I 
think we have w as ted money for no reas ons at all. 

I think als o on the ques tion of aid to private s chools , 
my s tand is very well known on that. I can' t  pretend 
that I' m too happy with w hat is going on in this province. 
I believe in parental rights in education and I believe 
in equality of opportunity for all the s tudents of this 
province. 

Having s aid that, there has been quite a bit s aid on 
the ques tion of Health and I' d like to dis cuss the 
ques tion of Health in the time that is remaining. The 
Member for Morris lectured us the other day. He s aid 
you' re talking about less money for - (Interjection) -
you s aid that from your s eat when s omebody else was 
s peaking, that we were wrong in s tating that there was 
a cutback in Health. 

MR. C. MANNESS: No, I s aid that s tanding. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Well, maybe on your knees , 
I don' t  know. I didn' t  watch where you were, but you 
s aid it anyway. That's the main thing. 

Politicians are often accus ed of complaining, 
criticiz ing and blaming another level of government, 
and that is true. That is s omething that is done quite 
often. What I think s hould be done is to see if they are 
right in doing s o. I want to tell you tonight why we feel 
like we do. Becaus e if commitments mean anything, I 
think that all commitments from the Federal 
G overnment have been broken. 

I' d l ike to q uote from s ome of thes e  d ifferent 
news papers. The Ottawa Citiz en on Augus t  2 4, 1 983: 
" ' In New G las gow, Nova Scotia, a Cons ervative 
G overnment would res tore the original 50-50 s plit in 
Medicare cos ts between the Federal and Provincial 
G overnments if elected to office,' s aid Tory Leader Brian 
Mulroney. ' In s ome cas es , the federal s hare would likely 
be even higher,' s aid Mulroney. 

" In the Crocodile Room of the Peter Pan Motel in 
New G las gow, Mulroney ex panded his theme of 
Medicare as a s acred trus t, arguing that hos pital us er 
fees charged in s ome provinces would become 
academic if fairness was res tored to the financial 
formula that governs health care funding. National 
health care is not a political iss ue." He believes there 
s houldn' t  be any partis an politics .  "He s aid, ' Y ou' re 
entitled to the s ame kind of quality services irres pective 
of place of res idence.' That may mean in certain cases 
a higher percentage than 50 percent. ' The pumped up 
federal contribution is a priority item with us to be 
financed by a revived economy and the revis ion of 
s crapping of Liberal programs ,' he s aid.'' 

A little later in the Ottawa Citiz en, Brian Mulroney 
s tress ed the Progress ive s ide of his Cons ervatives . 
Here, Friday, ". . . go in to negotiate with the provinces 
to bring preventative and home health care under 
Medicare. He s aid a Cons ervative G overnment would 
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s upport prev en tativ e  health c are, dev elop n ew 
approac hes to c ommun ity an d home-bas ed c are, 
es pec ially for the c hron ic ally ill, an d expan d  medic al 
res earc h partic ularly in the types of illn ess affec ting 
the elderly." 

The G az ette of Mon treal: "Y es terday, Mulron ey laid 
the blame for the c urren t c ris is in health c are fin anc ing 
on the Liberals whom he s aid forc ed extra billing an d 
us er fees on the prov inc es by reduc ing federal Medic are 
c ontributions to 40 perc en t from the 5 0  perc en t." 

MR. C. MANNESS: Howard Pawley s ays he' ll kn oc k 
the pric e of g as down .  

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Well  that has a lot to d o  with 
Health. In the G lobe an d Mail, in Aug us t 1 983: " ' The 
problems with Medic are,' Mr. Mulron ey s aid, ' are all 
bec aus e the Federal G ov ern men t  ren eg ed on 

c ommitmen ts it made to the prov inc es an d c ut bac k  
v ery dramatic ally on the dollars it s en t  to the prov inc es 
who are c harg ed with admin is tration .' 

" ' The Cons erv ative  G overn men t  would be g en erous 
to the prov inc es an d doc tors on the pric kly iss ue of 
Medic are,' Tory Leader Brian Mulron ey s aid. 'Federal 
c utbac ks on Medic are have left the prov inc es holding 
the bag ,' he s aid ,  ' it's the res ult of the Federal 
G ov ern men t  s pen d ing. Prov inc es s uc h  as New 
Bruns wic k are sc roung ing aroun d  for mon ey to prev en t 
the eros ion of health c are prog rams .' 

"Mulron ey s aid, ' The Cons erv ative  presc ription for 
Medic are is an in fus ion of federal fun ds for the 
prov inc es . The root c aus e of the problem with Medicare 
is that the Liberals hav e ren eg ed on fun ding 
c ommitmen ts to the prov inc e. The s olution to Medic are 
problems would be to re-es tablis h  fun ding in a pos itive  
an d g en erous way.' " I c ould g o  on an d on . 

Now, what I wan ted to demons trate ton ig ht is that 
there were c ommitmen ts that weren' t kept. If you thin k  
this is an easy tas k, I s ay that health c are is the c halleng e 
of this g en eration . We'v e had the bes t c are in the world 
in this c oun try, an d Man itoba was rig ht at the top, n ot 
in ev erything , but g en erally s peaking , in mos t  of the 
areas it has the bes t c are. 

Now what the Federal G ov ern ment,  from the Min is ter 
of Fin anc e, if you remember the s tatemen t  he made 
in the Hous e, there' ll be a reduc tion of $238 million 
from what Man itoba was g etting jus t  a few years ag o 
when you were in offic e. In 19 90-91 ,  in that s ame year, 
we' ll be $313 million s hort of 5 0-5 0 fin anc ing . A few 
years ag o when they c hang ed, in 1 966 -67 was the las t  
year of the s hared formula; 1 97 0-78 was the bloc k  
fun ding an d it was s aid in the firs t  few years it was 
muc h more g en erous than what we had been g etting 
un der the 5 0, but it was g oing down .  So the four years 
that you people were in offic e, you took adv an tag e  of 
that and you g ot quite a bit more. They c hanged exactly 
the year that you left an d n ow this is g oing down . 

Now, in 1976 -77 , the hos pital an d the medic al 
tog ether was a total of $323 .3 million. The Federal 
G ov ern men t  paid 171 .4 of that;  the M an itoba 
G ov ern ment ,  1 51 ,  for 53 perc en t. 

The n ext year, the firs t  year of the bloc k  fun ding , the 
s hare of the Federal G ov ern men t  wen t to 56 .5 perc ent;  
in 1 978 -7 9, the Federal G ov ern men t  wen t to 63 .5; an d 
fin ally 197 9-8 0, whic h was the las t  year I had when I 
prepared it during that time, was 66 .5 . 
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Y ou ac tual ly s aw a g ov ern men t, a Prov inc ial 
G ov ern ment ,  who ac tually reduc ed by $20 million what 
it put in to that from on e year to the other, $20 million ,  
that put in $1 52 .7 million in 1 977 -78 , an d then they 
wen t to $132 million for those two areas , an d in 1 97 9-
8 0, they added $300,000 more. They were s till $1 9.7 
million less than they had two years prev ious to that. 
Now, from the 5 0-50 perc en t approximately in 1 97 9-
8 0, we' re about 43 perc ent, an d by 1 990 it will be 36 
perc en t. So if you thin k  it's n ot a c hallenge, you've g ot 
an other bet c oming. 

Now, what mon ey is being s pen t from that? In 1 978-
7 9  an d this is jus t  the Commiss ion - min d  you, that's 
where the c os t  is - $ 445 .2 million ;  in 1 97 9-80, $ 492; 
1 980-81 , $ 572; 1 981 -82 was for 1 5  mon ths , s o  that 
was $6 99; 1 982 -83 , $81 9; 1983 -8 4, $ 909; 198 4-8 5 ,  $ 974 
million or c los e to it, more than a billion dollars in 
Health. 

If we go on the way we are g oing n ow, jus t  with the 
money the way we are inc reas ing n ow, in 10 years , 
ins tead of a billion dollars ,  it will be $3 ,400,000,000.00. 
Now do you mean to tell me that we c an keep on or 
go on the way we' re g oing n ow, with less mon ey from 
the Federal G overn ment, more expec tanc y from the 
people in the field? The people who hav e  pledg ed that 
they are g oing to do s omething for their prov ince, they 
have g ot to remember that an d what is g ood for 
Man itoba is als o  g ood for Bran don an d Riv er Eas t  an d 
s o  on , s o  you c an' t go on like this .  

In this Hous e  you'v e g ot a c hoic e - an d this is what 
I was talking about in an appeal, to be abov e  this 
partis an politics is to try to work tog ether. I' m n ot 
n aiv e en oug h to thin k  that there wouldn' t be an y 
c ritic is m, that wouldn' t be an y g ood. But I thin k  we 
have to refrain from this thing about - well today Ste. 
Ros e Hos pital, the teac hing hos pital? Do you kn ow how 
muc h it c os ts for a bed for a teac hing hos pital? Do 
you have an y idea at all? I g uess n ot. Well, maybe you 
s hould s tart fin ding out the c os t  before you make these 
wild s tatemen ts .  

The av erag e  of Can ada in a teac hing hos pital is $ 412 
a day. On tario is the s ec on d  hig hes t  at $ 445 . 5 4  a day. 
Y ou kn ow what Man itoba is s pen ding , $ 48 9  a day an d 
that's the c ritic is m that you have n ow. So when you 
talk about all this eas y c ons truc tion an d s o  on , you' re 
n ot realistic . Y ou are g oing to los e  the whole ball g ame 
an d that's the dang er. 

There are s ome prov inc es who are s aying n ow, we 
c an' t g o  with this ,  we'v e g ot to g o  bac k  to the old way 
bec aus e where are you g oing to g et the money? I s ay 
to you, an d I s ay to ev ery member in this Hous e, we 
have to have an other look at what is g oing on in the 
Health field. There are too man y  s ac red c ows that we 
have to look at before we dec ide where we wan t to 
g o. We c an' t s tay s till; that's g oing down .  We c an' t keep 
on , obv ious ly, in the way we are s pen ding n ow. What's 
g oing to happen without an y more reven ue? If we c ut, 
well, you kn ow what's g oing to happen then .  

We hav e  n o  premiums in this prov inc e; n o  premiums . 
We have n o  extra billing . I don' t kn ow of an y people 
who wan t that. No deterren ts . I' m talking about the 
hos pital n ow an d the medic al;  n o  utiliz ation rate. We' re 
as ked ev ery day - inc rease in c overag e - there is 
this expec tanc y  there that we' d better rev ers e. If you 
really wan t to work for your prov ince, you s tart working 
together to tell the people you c an' t keep on s pen ding 
the way you are. 
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We are told to do more in men tal health. The Federal 
G ov ern men t  n ever c ov ered a penn y in men tal health 
but n ow they are telling us what to do. 

The Chamber of Commerc e, that's g reat, the Member 
for Portag e  - this is g reat - the Chamber of 
Commerc e  are very importan t  but the Departmen t  of 
Health is n ot trying to provi de jobs for the Chamber 
of Commerc e. We are looking to prov ide c are for our 
people. 

Y ou will have your sc hools but at the sc hools the 
people will be better qualified. Ev en tually we will n eed 
more, n ot less . Ev en tually, I s aid, we will n eed more 
psyc hiatric n urs es bec aus e you will hav e  s ome in 

g eriatric hos pitals ,  ps yc ho-g eriatric hos pitals , you will 
hav e  s ome in the c ommun ity. 

A while bac k ,  the firs t  year that I was the Min is ter 
of Health in the Sc hreyer years , the Deputy Min is ter, 
that I in herited, had dec ided - an d I' m n ot blaming 
him, it was the way to g o  - we were g oing to get the 
people out of thos e  in titutions an d we were g oing to 
g o  out in the c ommun ity an d we were g oing full-s peed, 
turn ing them out the door an d ev erything. But what 
happen ed? Firs t  of all, the c ommun ity wasn't ready. 
Y ou kn ow, there is always g ood in ten tion - go an d 
hide the old man or the s en ior c itiz en s omewhere 
outs ide the c ity; hide the men tally ill an d all the mis fits 
in s oc iety, they weren' t part of s oc iety; that had to be 
c hanged an d the people hav e  to un ders tan d that. 

Sec on dly, we had to hav e  fac ilities to hous e thes e  
people an d probably more importan t  than an ything else, 
we had to hav e  the s taff, the qualified s taff, an d it is 
a d ifferen t  s taff. 

Do you kn ow what they did? Thes e  people walked 
aroun d the s treets; they had n o  fac ilities .  They en ded 
up c rowding the ac ute ps yc hiatric c are in thes e  hos pitals 
mos tly in Winn ipeg , like the Health Sc ienc es Cen tre, 
St. Bon ifac e, Mis eric ordia, V ic toria an d s o  on . This is 
what happen ed. 

Y ou will hav e  your sc hool. lt is n ot a ques tion of the 
Chamber of Commerc e. Some of thes e  mun ic ipalities 
n ow are s aying that we s hould g ive  them a g ran t ins tead 
of tax es an d the people of Man itoba are building 
hos pitals for them. They are s aying if you wan t to c los e 
a hos pital, they s houldn' t hav e  these fiv e- or s ix -bed 
hos pitals , it's n ot prac tic al. What are they s aying n ow, 
that you hav e  to keep this thing ? In this sc hool the 
people will be s pec ializ ed; they will hav e  a bas e, a 
formation of the bas e  for all ps yc hiatric n urs es .  lt is 
s omething n ew; it is s omething differen t an d there will 
be more of that, but it's n ot c los ing that sc hool an d 
g etting the proper educ ation an d the proper train ing 
that would do that. lt is bad for Portag e. If I was the 
member, I would fig ht for that als o but don' t poin t at 
me or my c olleag ues here an d s ay that we are n ot 
prov id ing the c are. That would n ot be prov iding the 
c are. 

Y ou' re talking about problems; you' re talking about 
doc tors .  Somebody s aid Ste. Ros e. Y ou kn ow what we 
did for Ste. Rose to g et doc tors ?  We wen t all ov er the 
plac e. lt is n ot the res pons ibility of the Prov inc ial 
G ov ern men t ,  you kn ow thes e  big g ov ern men ts that you 
don' t like. What els e  do you wan t us to do? Do you 
remember "from the c radle to the g rav e"? That's what 
you are adv oc ating , all of you. Not when you are talking 
about your n ext-door n eig hbour; n ot when you' re talking 
about my c ons tituenc y, but when you are talking about 
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yours .  That's exactly what you' re s aying . Lis ten to you. 
Read Hans ard an d s ee what you' re s aying. That's 
exactly what you' re s aying . 

Do you kn ow that in Bran don there is 2 5  perc en t 
more doctors than they had a few years ago an d the 
hos pitals were fin e en ough? An d in the c ity, there's 
ev en more than that, an d you wan t to develop more 
doc tors ?  Y ou wan t to develop more doc tors ?  Y ou have 
too man y  doc tors , that's why you have thes e  walk- in 
c lin ics an d s o  on . That's g oing to c aus e problems an d 
that's g oing to c os t  a fortune an d that is g oing to 
ban krupt this prov inc e if we don' t keep up thos e  kin d  
of things . - (Interjection ) -

A MEMBER: Limes ton e first. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: What? 

A MEMBER: Limes ton e first.  

HON. L. DESJARDINS: I thoug ht I was talking about 
Health. What the hell has that g ot to do with Health? 

Y ou talk about CAT sc ans. A few years ag o, did 
an ybody kn ow what a CAT sc an was ? Y ou kn ow how 
muc h  it was to s et the firs t  new on e up? lt c os t  us $ 4.5 
million. lt c os t  the people of Man itoba $ 4.5 million .  
What the hell is $ 4.5 million ,  eh? Now we wan t fiv e. 
We wan t on e ev erywhere. This is the c os t  an d the people 
are s poiled in this prov ince. We have more beds than 
an y other prov inc e per population - (Interjec tion ) -

A MEMBER: Well, why are we s o  s poiled? 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: . . . an d you' re c rying . Why 
what? 

MR. C. MANNESS: Let's talk about that. Why are we 
so s poiled? 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Why are we so spoiled? I' ll 
tell you why. - ( In terjec tion )  - Bec aus e of the 
politic ians , all of us. I' m n ot exc luding myself bec aus e 
when Medic are an d hos pitaliz ation was broug ht in , the 
Federal G ov ern men t s aid we' ll pay 50- 50 but on ly that, 
n ot a pers on al c are home of ac ute c are beds. Y ou on ly 
paid 50 c en ts s o  you' re billed ac ute beds , no pers on al 

c are beds , no Home Care, n on e  of thes e  serv ic es .  
Then you'v e had a lot of fun s aying that I kn ew that 

we were g oing to inc reas e Pharmac are. That was a 
c rime ag ains t the old people. I kn ew what it c os t. I told 
you an d I'v e  told those that were here before in this 
Hous e  the las t  few years . I'v e made s peec hes ,  mos t  
of you were there to the Un ion of Mun ic ipalities an d 
I told them what it would be. I told him ex ac tly what 
I' m telling you n ow, that we had to work tog ether to 
try to s top that an d we did for four years . We' re ready 
an d I would inv ite you to work with us an d if you don' t 
wan t to work with us , we' ll hav e  t o  do it alone. Not 
alon e  - with the medic al profess ion ,  with the n urs es ,  
with the admin is trators ,  but we' ll have to do it or we' re 
los ing the whole ball g ame. There won' t be any Medic are 
here. We' ll g o  bac k to where we were before. 

What did we do for Pharmac are? I kn ew that I was 
g oing to bring it. I had n o  idea when it was approv ed.  
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We set u p  the Bu dget af ter the election , m y  dear fri en d ,  
i n  two week s. I kn ew that we wou ld have it .  I' d tell you . 
We 're going to do a hell of a lo t mo re than that o r  
we're going to lo se it .  You mig ht as well be advi sed 
now. We 're going to do i t  o r  we're going to lo se i t. 
Pharmacare, what di d we do in Pharm acare? -
(In terjection ) - E ver ybo dy shou ld be n ervou s. The 
peo ple ou t there shou ld be n ervou s. E verybo dy shou ld 
be n er vous. - {Interjection ) - They're n ervou s. They 
know. They've had to deal with the Bu dg et. Do you 
think i t  was easy to do so me of the thing s they di d? 
They 're n er vou s. All of u s  are n ervou s becau se we can 
go f ro m  a best to no prog ram at all. 

All tho se that cri ticiz ed Pharmacare, was there on e 
amongst you that took the phon e an d phoned Ottawa 
an d sai d ,  thi s  g en eri c legislation you wan t to bring in , 
i t's going to co st $10 mi llion -12 mi llion fo r Manito ba 
- don 't do it, Manito ba's ju st going to be the lo ser? 
Di d an y of you phone out there? All the o ther - the 
Con servati ve Go vern men t  in Sask atchewan , an d 
everybo dy else, are fig hting on that, every sing le 
Provinci al Go vern men t  acro ss thi s  coun try. lt's going 
to cos t us $10-12 mi l lion mo re fo r what i f  that legislation 
go t throug h? 

No w, look at the awfu l thing that we di d .  There had 
n ever been an increase fo r peo ple o ver 6 5 ,  an d we 
sai d  there's going to be even tu ally in two years, becau se 
we start ed late, $2 5 dedu cti ble in crea se. Now, $2 5 that 
wasn 't dedu cted befo re, they wou ld g et 8 0  percen t o f  
that. They'd pay 2 0  percen t  so , therefore, they'd pay 
$ 5  ou t of that 2 5 ,  so i t's $20 in crease. A carton o f  
cig arett es fo r a year. To say we're in creasing that! W hat 
about all the things that we are gi ving to k eep the co st 
of li ving , the inf lation an d so on? Thi s  program co sts 
$4.8 mi llion when we start ed. lt i s  no w o ver $28 mi llion . 
You don 't wan t the peo ple o ver 6 5  becau se they're 
n early ther e. Peo ple that are o ver 6 5  shou ld no t pay 
anyt hing? You shou ld g et a f ree ri de? W e're doing all 
kinds of thing s. W e' re spen ding - (Interjection ) -
bec ause no deci sion had been made du ring the election , 
bu t every speech ,  ask an ybo dy an d ask t he 
Conservati ve can di date what I sai d  at an y senio r ci tiz en 
ho me an d so on . Fin d ou t what I sai d. - (In terjection ) 
- Ex actly the same thing that I 'm telling you now. 
There's got to be mo re of that. lt's $2 0 per person . 

Now rememb er that in the ho spi tal they g et all thei r  
drug s fo r no thing . In person al  care ho mes they g et all 
thei r  drug s fo r no thing . Di dn 't I say last year - talking 
to the Member fo r Pembin a - that there wou ld be an 
increase an d we wou ld start charging a per di em rate 
in men tal in stitu tion s? That was before the election. 
There's going to be mo re. I 'm telling the peo ple now 
there's going to be mo re or we're going to lo se the 
who le ba ll  g ame. 

I think that my f ri en d  the charming Member fo r Ri ver 
E ast was saying we nee d mo re person al - you di d 
that to you r  hu sban d, i s  he aroun d here som ewhere? 
Madam Speak er, wi l l  you mak e  su re that the Han sard 
sho ws that she sen t me a ki ss? I 'm not squ awking . 

W hat di d we tell the chi ro practo rs du ring the election? 
W hat di d you tell them? W e  wi l l  treat you lik e  fi rst­
class citiz en s. That'll co me back . W e'll be talking abou t 
that ag ain . That i s  on e of the pro blems that you have. 
Ask hi m, ask hi m how we treated them. Ask him -
not two guys - ask the membershi p. They'll tell you .  
No . Tho se peo ple that were making all that noise, one's 
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m y  cou sin an d they are bo th in m y  con sti tu en cy, so 
do you think I was hi ding? - (Interjection ) - That's 
rig ht. Bu t hi s mo ther cam e  in an d sai d the gu y was 
si ck , I vo ted fo r you , m y  hu sban d  vo ted fo r you -
well! Maybe I stretch it a bi t I don 't know about the 
o ld m an. - {Interjection ) -

Con co rdi a Ho spi tal. My f ri en d  ag ain. Maybe I ' ll get 
ano ther kiss. At Con co rdi a Ho spi tal you don' t n eed 
an y acu te beds an d we have gi ven them beds, an d 
we're fi xing the em erg en cy, an d they wi ll have a vi able 
ho spi tal. We sai d before we start bui lding an ything else, 
we'll go to Con co rdi a, Vi cto ri a, an d these places where 
they have the f aci li ti es to pro vi de fo r mo re peo ple an d 
thi s  i s  what we'll do. - (Interjection ) - Y es, G race. 
- (In terjection ) - Sig 's m y  bu ddy. You to ld me you rself. 
I'm g lad you remin ded m e. I was going to fo rget an d 
Go d I wou ldn 't let you g et away wi th the statemen t 
you m ade. No , no , stay here. lt's very f ri en dly. You sai d 
that you bui lt mo re personal care hom es. You sai d i t  
fast bu t you sai d i t. W hy do you want to talk abou t ,  
the day they started the con stru ction or  when i t  was 
fi rst appro ved; fi rst appro val o r  the day they started? 
I 've given you a choi ce . . . 

The con stru ction start, Ju ly '73 an d No vem ber '77 , 
the Schreyer Go vernment,  1 ,2 08 n ew personal care 
beds; No vem ber '77 to Octo ber'81 , 36 4; Octo ber'81 
to March '87 , 66 5 - (In terjection ) - no w let m e  be 
fai r; that's on ly part o f  i t. There i s  also replacem en t 
beds, an d replacem en t beds becau se you 've li cen sed 
the pri vate secto r, an d I wan t to be fai r. Con stru ction 
co sts fo r replacem en t beds, $2 42 in 1 973-77; $ 462 in 
'77 -81; an d $633 in '81 -87 . No w the new beds an d the 
replacem en t beds to tal in '73 -77 , $1 ,45 0; the '77 -81 , 
$826; an d thi s  last term , $1 ,2 98 .  No w what you 've been 
doing , you 've been talking abou t the o pening date -
(In terjection ) - what? 

MR. A. DRIEDGER: Are you taking the credi t fo r the 
40 beds in G run thal? 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Oh Go d,  I ho pe I am; I wou ldn 't 
wan t to fo rg et tho se 20 beds. Now the o pening date 
i s  som ething di fferen t. W e  had 96 in '73 -77 , an d you 
had 6 08 ,  bu t you were o pening the beds that we had 
bui lt. Oh yes, you 've on ly a coun t of 36 4. 

MR. C. MANNESS: Ju st lik e  An stett wi th hi s election 
m ateri al in Spring fi eld. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: He di dn 't have that; he wou ld 
have won wi th thi s. He wou ld have won wi th thi s. Ho w 
mu ch tim e  have I go t? 

MR. H. ENNS: Madam Speak er, on a poin t  o f  o rder. 
I was trying to fo llow the Mini ster's figu res. I wou ld ask 
the Honou rable Mini ster to in di cate to m e ,  i s  he 
sugg esting that I was untru thfu l  in the com men ts that 
I made to the Hou se du ring m y  speech to the . . . ? 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: I wou ld n ever n ever sugg est 
that to m y  honou rable f ri en d ,  bu t I say he was wrong 
as u su al thoug h, bu t i t  wasn 't un tru thfu l. 

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honou rable Mini ster has eig ht 
minutes rem aining. 
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HON. L. DESJARDINS: Pardon? 

MADAM SPEAKER: Eig ht m inu tes rem ain ing . 

HON. L. D ESJARDINS: What can I say in eig ht 
minu tes? Do you know what the pro blem i s? Let m e  
tell you som e  o f  the pro blem s  that we are faced with. 
There i s  the qu estion of m an po wer - what do you 
call i t  i f  you don 't wan t to be hit in the head by som e  
peo ple? - (In terjection ) - what? 

Staff y ears - do cto rs - that's what I'm talk ing 
abou t. The way we are going no w they aren 't going to 
cu t down at the universi ty; an d we are g etting a lo t o f  
peo ple from o ther coun tri es that we are develo ping 
an d edu cating , an d I think that's g reat, bu t i t  i s  brain 
drain ed becau se they don 't go back; they stay here. 
That i s  on e o f  the facto rs. 

Ano ther thing , if they wen t back they wou ldn 't be in 
a ver y  goo d po si tion to practi se becau se what has to 
be don e  also i s  to look at the way these are taug ht in 
the universi ty, to be able to wo rk lik e they di d befo re 
o r  go back to som e  o f  these dev elo ping coun tries an d 
here to go in the north o r  the remote areas, that's tru e. 
lt u sed to be at on e tim e  you di dn 't hav e  the do cto rs' 
wiv es. They blam ed the do cto rs o r  thei r  wiv es, they 
sai d  the soci al li fe wasn 't that g reat. There i s  v ery li ttle 
o f  that, an d they are legi t .  

The thing is that you sen d a young do cto r back; he's 
con cern ed becau se he i s  trained now to wo rk wi th all 
thi s equi pm ent; you don 't mov e that you don 't hav e  a 
test on som ething. Then wi th all these speci ali sts an d 
all the ho spi tals, I don 't know what the an swer i s  bu t 
i t's  no t easy, I can tell you . W e  broug ht peo ple from 
I relan d fo r Ste. Ro se; they bo rrowed som ebo dy from 
St. Boni face Ho spi tal that wen t back , an d we've don e  
every thing po ssible in that area. So it i s  no t easy, i t  i s  
a pro blem an d that pro blem i s  common to ev ery 
provin ce in every country in the wo rld. 

Any way, we hav e  way too m an y  do cto rs in the 
Winni peg area an d there i s  no t enoog h in the ru ral 
areas an d in the remote areas an d that i s  som ething 
we are wo rking on . W e  hav e  an ex -Mini ster o f  Health 
who i s  devoting a lo t of tim e  fo r that. He is do ing v ery 
well an d I am talking abou t D r. G eo rg e  Johnson . 

No w you hav e  the mo ral i ssu es also an d that's going 
to be toug h. W ell, the moral i ssu es also . - (Interjection ) 
- W ell, all rig ht, there's the abo rtion; that's on e. There 
i s  no pro blem ,  everyt hing 's the sam e; we don 't n eed 
Mo rgentaler. The si tu ation i s, now they are talking abou t 
heart tran splan ts in Mani to ba. W hat do you do? Where 
do you sto p? I hav en 't go t the an swers an d that's what 
I m ean t when I sai d ,  I can give you a li st o f  con cern s, 
that I hav en 't go t the an swers fo r. Maybe you can help 
m e. May be you can help Man ito ba an d the peo ple o f  
Can ada an d so on. 

The poin t i s  that what do you do? I sai d  that an d 
som ebo dy tu rn ed i t  aroun d an d sai d  that I am ag ainst 
o lder peo ple becau se I ask ed the question , do we cov er 
that at any age? Do we hav e  a tran splan t wi th som ebo dy 
96 y ears o ld? Is that cov ered? Do we play Go d; what 
do we do? I don 't know. Bu t tho se question s hav e  to 
be an swered; these are som e  o f  the con cern s that we 
hav e. 

MR. D. ORCHARD: Con rad has the an swers. 
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HON. L. DESJARDINS: We'v e said at on e iime that 

MR. J. DOWNEY: He m ig ht be the Min ister of Health 
in stead of you sho rtly. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Well, we'v e had fun tonight 
an d I appreciate it, I en jo y it, I en jo yed this li ttle bit o f  
heck ling .  In fact, I don 't think I was that in teresting , 
there wasn 't as mu ch as u su al. 

Bu t I wan t to leave you with thi s  sin cere thoug ht that 
I think this is seriou s, an d I think we shou ld try to do 
ev erything we can . If you wan t to wo rk fo r Bran don 
an d i f  you wan t  to wo rk for you r con stitu en cy - no 
platitu des, no mo re acu te beds o r  a teaching ho spi tal 
in Ste. Ro se o r  that k in d  o f  thing - I think we'v e go t 
to wo rk to spen d  wisely to do the best we can , an d 
we'll m ak e  m istak es, bu t we'v e go t to chang e. The 
pu bli c  i s  accepting that, the pu blic i s  wai ting fo r that. 

The m edi cal pro fession has n ev er co -o perated as 
much as they are now an d you 'v e all had a co py o f  
the m edical revi ew. I f  an y o f  you haven 't received a 
co py o f  the m edical revi ew, let m e  know an d I'll m ak e  
su re that you g et a co py becau se these last years we 
sat in o rg aniz ing this planning an d prio riz ation in these 
di fferen t  comm ittees that no w i s  the tim e  to act. 

There wi ll be som e  very toug h deci sion s, an d I say 
that we n eed you r help becau se we are all wo rking fo r 
the sam e  thing . lt's easy to create thi s  ex pectan cy an d 
say you shou ld do this ,  you shou ld do that. We'v e go t 
to sto p that. We'll be lu ck y to k eep what we hav e  now, 
fellas, an d that's tru e. 

A MEMBER: i t's  easy to blam e  the feds too . 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Well, di dn 't you un derstan d 
what I sai d to day? Are we rig ht in blaming the feds? 
i t ' s  n o t  that you 're blam ing them au tom atically. I 
recognize that governm en ts are always blam ing the 
n ex t  gov ernment.  

A MEMBER: lt's the tax payers. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Pardon? 

A MEMBER: We're all the sam e. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: That's no t the po in t. That's 
why we hav e a Federal Governm ent.  We hav e  a Federal 
Governm en t  so we can equ alize things a bi t in thi s  
coun try. I f  not, there's no poin t. You saw where you 
were at 66 du ring you r reign , 66 .5 percent ,  an d now 
we are 40-something . My fri en d from Pem bin a said 
we'll say you've go t too m an y  staff. So what? Let's say 
you 're rig ht, sav e a cou ple m illion s, where do you go 
from there? Let's say that you were rig ht to that amount, 
an d a lo t of peo ple have sai d that. Fin e, that i s  not to 
say that we shou ld not, in ev ery departm en t  an d 
ev erything , be carefu l, an d I think we hav e  been . 
Certain ly it's not perfect; I don 't kno w o f  any governmen t  
that's perfect. 

Bu t in thi s  area, I think that you shou ld be on ou r 
si de. Certain ly you shou ld be telling the gov ernm en t 
no t to bring legislation that wi ll add $ 10 mi llion to $ 12 
mi llion to ou r drug co sts. W ho is going to pay fo r th at? 
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You don' t wan t the peo ple o ver 6 5  to pay, an d the 
peo ple on welfare don' t pay, the peo ple in ho spitals 
don't pay. W ho is go ing to pay? You are lo ading qu ite 
a bit on the m iddle in com e  grou p an d I don' t think 
that we can stan d that. - (In terjection ) - I beg your 
pardon? 

A MEMBER: lt' s  a great speech. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Thank you. 

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber for 
Charleswoo d.  

MR. J. ERNST: Madam Speak er, thank you .  W hen 
you're fin ished with the Clerk , I' ll . . .  

Madam Speak er, I wish to exten d m y  best wishes 
for your fairness an d im partiality an d ju diciou s charg e 
o f  the Hou se. If I had known you as well perhaps as 
the Mem ber for Lak eside, I m ig ht also wan t to reach 
ou t,  bu t we' ll have to leave that for ano ther time.  Bu t 
I do wish you well in the exercise o f  your du ties. 

I wan t to express m y  congratu lation s to all o f  m y  
fello w  cau cu s  m em bers o n  their electio n or re-election , 
as the case m ay be. They're a fin e bo dy o f  wom en an d 
m en on this side o f  the Hou se, an d I'm very pleased 
to be asso ciated with them. 

Madam Speak er, I wou ld lik e  to congratu late all o f  
the n ew m em bers in this Hou se. May we carry on the 
fin e tradition s that this Hou se has represen ted, an d 
perhaps we can forg et som e  o f  the no t so fin e tradition s 
that have been displayed o ver the past few days. 

I' d lik e  to congratu late m y  leader for a very fin e, 
po in ted reply to the Speech from the Throne. I thoug ht 
he qu ite clearly po in ted ou t the in adequ acies an d the 
lack o f  go vernm en t  programm ing that were pro po sed 
in the Speech from the Thron e. W e  ho pe to chang e  
that o ver a perio d o f  tim e. 

I wou ld lik e  to congratu late the n ew Min isters in the 
Hou se: the M in ister o f  Cu lture, H eritag e an d 
Recreation; the Min ister o f  N atural Resources; the 
Min ister o f  Urban Affairs an d, for the first tim e, the 
Min ister in charge o f  N ative Affairs. I o ffer them m y  
congratu lation s. 

I wan t to express m y  thank s to the peo ple o f  
Charleswoo d, firstly, for having elected m e  to this Hou se. 
I prom ise to serve them well an d, ho pefu lly, for a long 
perio d of tim e. 

I wou l d  l ik e  to thank the form er Mem ber for 
Charleswoo d, no w retired, the Honourable Sterling 
Lyon. Mr. Lyon served the peo ple o f  Man ito ba, bo th 
as Prem ier an d as Attorn ey-G en eral, an d spen t a 
con siderable portion o f  his lifetim e  work ing on behalf 
o f  M an ito ban s  an d ,  in parti cu lar, the peo ple  o f  
Charleswo o d ,  Madam Speak er. This pro vin ce was 
fortun ate to have had his represen tation an d his 
ju dgmen t, an d this Hou se is a better place for his having 
been here. 

I wan t to thank m y  cam paign work ers, Madam 
Speak er, for their tireless efforts on m y  behalf, 
particu larly fo l lo wing the acciden t  that o ccurred som e 
four days before the election. lt seem ed to spur on 
their dedication even more. 

I wan t to of fer m y  congratu lation s as well to the 
Mem bers for E llice an d Kildon an for their an swer to 

215 

the Speech of the Lieu ten an t-Go vernor. The Mem ber 
for Ellice m ak ing a speech, o f  course, in a po litical 
forum is no t som ething n ew to m e. I've had the 
experience before. I wasn' t very fon d  of it then either. 
Ho wever, this tim e  he on ly u sed 50 an ti-Con servative 
cliches, in stead o f  his norm al five or ten . 

I wan t to comm en t  briefly on my m edical con dition 
that m an y  o f  you have no ticed o ver the last perio d o f  
tim e. Firstly, I wan t to thank the Min ister o f  Fin an ce. 
He was the on ly m em ber on that side o f  the Hou se 
who sen t m e  a g et well card, an d I appreciated that 
very much, that he o vercam e that im partiality, that . 

A MEMBER: W hat did it say? 

MR. J. ERNST: lt said: "Get well soon , an d see you 
in the Oppo sition benches. " Unfortun ately, you were 
correct, for that tim e  on ly. 

Secon dly, I want to thank m y  fellow cau cu s m em bers 
for their help an d assistan ce o ver the past few days. 
W alk ing on cru tches is no t an easy thing . You can' t 
carry an ything liqu id in n ature, particu larly. So I have 
them runn ing here an d there for co ffee for m e  or 
whatever, an d I appreciate that very mu ch. The on ly 
pro blem is I'm a little afraid, with the num ber o f  IOU' s  
that I have ou t there, I'm go ing to be spen ding the rest 
o f  the Session , perhaps the rest o f  the year, in chasing 
aroun d on their behalf. 

I mu st say that I do have now a who le n ew 
appreciation o f  the m ean ing o f  "accessibility" when 
it' s  in term s o f  the physically han dicapped. lt's an 
in teresting note that, when I com e  in to this bu ilding at 
n ig ht - I happen to have a park ing stall at the back 
o f  the bu ilding - to g et into this bu ilding , I have to 
go u p  a set o f  stairs, do wn a long hallway, u p  ano ther 
set o f  stairs - no elevator, no physically han dicapped 
access to that portio n o f  the bu ilding. i t' s  all at the 
fron t. 

Ton ig ht, we had a m ajor demon stration ou t at the 
fron t. lt was im po ssible for m e  to g et in to the bu ilding 
throug h that m etho d . Perhaps the M in ister o f  
Governm en t Services m ig ht well tak e  note o f  that and, 
in the fu ture, look at som e  changes to the bu ilding . 

I wan t to ag ain advise the First Min ister that I ho ld 
him en tirely responsible for m y  acciden t. All o f  the pain , 
the su ffering , the agon y, the fru stration that I' ve gone 
throug h are all his fau lt; he' s  so lely respon sible. The 
call o f  a win ter election has no t only created m ajor 
pro blem s  for our sen io r c it izen s, the physically 
han dicapped an d tho se in remote areas. lt cau sed at 
least five accidents I know o f  during the cam paign , five 
acciden ts as a resu lt o f  the cam paign ing , no t in clu ding 
m y  o wn .  

The Min ister o f  Health, as a m atter o f  fact, shou ld 
be tak ing the Prem ier to task for cau sing these 
in creases in health care co sts. He talk ed abou t it ju st 
a few m inu tes ago , for several hours - several m inu tes, 
I shou ld say. 

A MEMBER: lt ju st soun ded lik e  several hours. 

MR. J. ERNST: Ju st soun ded like several hours 
yes, exactly. 

Bu t he did go on an d on at great length abou t the 
co sts o f  health care, ho w they're rising , ho w we can't 
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afford them , how we' re goin g  to have to chan ge an d 
do thin gs. W ell he wen t on an d on with those thin gs. 
Let m e  tell you this. 

I experien ced the problem s  that we talked abou t  
du rin g the election f irst-hand,  a s  a con sum er. I was in 
the am bu lan ce; I was in the hospital corridors lin ed 
with stretchers, people waitin g f or beds. 
Notwithstan din g what the Min ister said, the f act of the 
m atter is those people are there. The problem is there. 
I was there to witn ess it f irst-han d ,  n ot by choice. 

I'm pleased, Madam Speaker, to be presen t as an 
elected represen tative in this Hou se f rom the 
con stitu en cy of Charleswood. Charleswood is located 
in the sou thwest qu adran t of the City of W inn ipeg. The 
commun ity of Charleswood, as d istin ct f rom the 
con stituen cy, is alm ost an alogous, bu t n ot qu ite. 

lt was f orm ed in 1 912 , when it split off f rom the R. M. 
of Assin iboia. Charleswood was a ru ral commun ity f or 
a very very lon g  tim e. The popu lation at the ou tbreak 
of W orld W ar 11 was on ly 7 50 m en ,  wom en an d children .  
In 1946 ,  with the retu rn of ou r soldiers f rom overseas, 
f rom Eu rope an d Asia, the Veteran s' Adm in istration 
open ed large-lot residen tial developm en t, m akin g  on e­
acre service lots available on VLA gran ts. Urban 
developm en t  started in Charleswood in the late 1960' s 
n ear the Perim eter Highway with the W estdale 
su bdivision .  Today, it is predom in an tly a residen tial 
commun ity with som e 30,000 residen ts, with ou r m ost 
f am ou s  citizen bein g the Leader of the Opposition. 

W ith the creation of Un icity in 1 972 by the Schreyer 
G overnm en t, the con stitu en cy an d the commun ity of 
Charleswood was dealt a lethal blow. At that tim e, 
Charleswood was a commun ity policed by a ru ral RCMP 
detachm en t, a volun teer f ire departm en t an d very 
lim ited mun icipal services. Charleswood was diff eren t  
than the other commun ities of greater W inn ipeg, very 
different, in that it did n ot have the level of service in 
other commun ities bu t still had a ru ral style village. Bu t 
the N D P  under Ed Schreyer didn' t un derstan d that, 
an d f orced Charleswood in to Un icity - Un icity, that 
won derfu l u rban experim en t  design ed by N D P  
academ ics who d idn' t  kn ow the f irst thin g  abou t  local 
governm en t. 

W ell Un icity proved all the academ ics wron g an d the 
local governmen t  politician s  correct. Taxes skyrocketed 
with the rapidly risin g  costs of the n ew governm ent,  
f orced by wages an d services risin g  to the highest 
comm on den om in ator. W ith property taxes cau sin g 
m ajor econ om ic problem s, hom eown ers were f orced 
to su bdivide their larger holdin gs,  creatin g m ore 
residen tial developm en t  in the process. 

W ith that in crease in hom es, m ore f am ilies m ovin g 
in to the commun ity, cam e  an in crease in traff ic with 
hun d reds u pon hun dreds of n ew cars an d tru cks n ever 
con tem plated by the design ers of the roads, which were 
certain ly unable to accomm odate this vehicu lar traff ic. 
Sim ilarly, with the in crease in paved an d covered lan d  
areas, the ditch drain age cou ld n o  lon ger accomm odate 
the run-off , cau sin g localized f loodin g  f rom tim e to tim e. 

The Thron e Speech delivered by the Lieu ten an t­
G overn or was the f irst I have witn essed in person , an d 
I f elt prou d  to be a part of this Assem bly an d participate 
in the open in g of the Hou se. However, af ter havin g 
heard the con ten ts of the Thron e  Speech, that pride 
began to be replaced by a growin g con cern over the 
m ajor program s m issin g an d the governm en t' s  
m isplaced priorities. 
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The m ost glaring om 1ss1on f rom the governm en t's  
legislative program is  all but the token ref eren ce to  the 
City of W inn ipeg. The Mem ber f or River Heights, in her 
debate, brief ly ref erred to this sam e problem ,  ign oring 
the largest sin gle popu lation base in the provin ce which 
gen erates 7 5  percen t  of provin cial revenu es. Here is 
a governm en t  that pu rports to be u rban -oriented, 
holdin g  18 of the 30 seats in the City of W inn ipeg, yet 
all they have is a token comm en t  abou t  som e  chan ges 
in The City of W inn ipeg Act - terrible. 

The m ajor problem f acin g  W inn ipeg today is n ot on e 
of m ajor im pact on the provin cial treasu ry, Madam 
Speaker. lt won' t cost a great deal of m oney. In f act 
it won' t cost the treasu ry an ything,  but it will requ ire 
som e action by the Cabin et. lt will require them to 
m ake a decision; it will requ ire them to show som e 
in itiative an d leadership to m ake a hard decision to 
tru ly stan d  u p  for Man itoba, to tru ly stan d u p  f or the 
people of W inn ipeg. 

This governm en t  has waff led, delayed an d lagged 
on the qu estion of assessm en t ref orm ,  while the f orm er 
Min ister of Mun icipal Aff airs didn' t carry ou t his duties 
an d respon sibilities in solvin g this problem an d n ow 
we see he' s - on ce rejected by the people in the 
election - been hired back by the governm en t  in on e 
of the m ost blatant political patron age appoin tm en ts 
ever seen in this provin ce. 

W hile all this has been goin g  on - or to be m ore 
correct n ot goin g  on - the n ew Min ister of Heritage 
an d Recreation , together with several colleagu es, su ed 
the City of W inn ipeg , dem an din g the cou rt order 
imm ediate reassessm ent.  I am pleased to see today 
that at least on e m em ber of the Execu tive Coun cil is 
in f avour of reassessm ent, wan ts to see it happen 
imm ediately af ter f ive years of delay af ter delay af ter 
delay. I hope that the Min ister will pu t the pressu re on 
her Cabin et colleagu es to get on with the assessm en t 
qu estion , to pu t it in to place, pu t in to place those buff ers 
that are already passed by this Hou se, bu t f or the last 
three years ref used Royal Assen t  at the in sisten ce of 
the f orm er Min ister of Mun icipal Aff airs an d his then 
Cabin et colleagu es. 

There was no m ention ,  Madam Speaker, in the Throne 
Speech of an y tran sportation in itiatives f or the City of 
W inn ipeg, an other of the m ajor problem s  f acin g  the 
m ajority of ou r citizen s. Traff ic stran gu lation is on the 
in crease an d in the last 10 years we' ve got a 56 percen t  
in crease in traff ic on the streets of the City of W inn ipeg. 
There' s m ore traff ic n ow du rin g  the daytim e  than there 
was du rin g ru sh hour ju st 10 years ago. There' s  been 
no m en tion of that an d we have a great n um ber of 
traff ic im provem en t program s  that are requ ired. They 
cost a lost of m on ey, I agree, bu t we seldom ever 
con sider the qu estion of the operatin g costs associated 
with those tran sportation projects. 

The con sultan ts f or the replacem en t of the Salter 
Street Bridge in dicated, Madam Speaker, the savin gs 
by leavin g the bridge open an d con stru ctin g  the new 
bridge adjacen t to it saved the m otorists - n ow n ot 
the governm en t  n ecessarily - bu t the m otorists, the 
taxpayer ou t there, $6 m illion. Madam Speaker, that's  
a great deal of m on ey an d som ethin g  that ou ght to  be 
addressed when con siderin g  the cost of these projects. 

Madam Speaker, I'm advised that m y  tim e  will be 
over at 9:30 ,  so I wi l l  have to adju st m y  n otes 
accordin gly. 
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There have been an y num ber of criticism s, 
shortcom ing s, an d lack of in itiat ives from this 
g overnm en t  as listed by m an y  of m y  colleagu es, so I' ll 
n ot beg in to repeat them ag ain . They also had their 
Friday-m orn ing lectu re from the Attorn ey-G en eral, 
point ing ou t to we who are n ew m em bers in the 
Opposition ben ch, what we m ay or m ay n ot do an d 
how we must behave an d, of cou rse, dare n ot be critical 
of their perform an ce as a g overnm ent.  

The Attorn ey-Gen eral an d I have kn own each other 
for a num ber of years an d ,  Madam Speaker, I was 
su rprised at the vehem en ce of his statem en t.  -
(In terjection )  - W ell that will rem ain to be seen . lt will 
depen d, Madam Speaker, whether or n ot they bring 
forward g ood leg islation an d eff ective prog ram s to deal 
with the Provin ce of Man itoba as we see them .  Then 
we' ll see whether we argu e or n ot. Then we see whether 
we' ll be critical of you r g overnm ent, bu t bring in those 
prog ram s an d we' ll deal with them .  

I hope they do bring in g ood prog ram s, Madam 
Speaker, for the sake of the taxpayer becau se they are 
the on es who are g oing to be called u pon to foot the 
bill. In m y  opin ion ,  the su ccess rate of this g overnm en t  
i s  n ot very high ,  however I view m y  job a s  an Opposition 
m em ber to see that g overnm en t  priorities are pu t in to 
focu s. Som etim es it requ ires a qu iet sugg estion; other 
tim es a firm word; an d from tim e  to tim e  the two-by­
fou r approach as poin ted ou t by the Mem ber for Ste. 
Rose. W hat the taxpayer wan ts to see, Madam Speaker, 
is action , resu lts, an d the best bang for his bu ck. 

lt's the job of the g overnm en t  to carry ou t that action 
an d the job of Opposition to see that they do it 
eff ectively. In the fin al an alysis, Madam Speaker, the 
taxpayer will be the ju dg e. 

Than k  you . 

MADAM SPEAKER: In accordan ce with Ru le 3 5 (3 ), 
the qu estion before the Hou se is the am en dm en t  m oved 
by the Hon ou rable Leader of the Opposition to the 
proposed m otion for the Hon ou rable Mem ber for E llice. 
D o  you wish the m otion read? (Ag reed) 

The proposed m otion of the Hon ou rable Leader of 
the Opposition an d am en dm en t  thereto as follows: 

THAT the m otion be am en ded by adding to it the 
following words: 

Bu t this Hou se reg rets: 
( 1) That this g overnm en t  has pu rsu ed a policy 

of secrecy on m atters of vital in terest to the 
pu blic su ch as the withholding of the Third 
Qu arter Fin an cial Statem en t, the details on 
the hydro sales ag reem en t with Am erican 
u tilities it ann ounced du ring the election 
cam paign , an d its failu re to proclaim The 
Freedom of In form ation Act; 

(2 ) That this g overnm en t  has lost its credibility 
by the in vestm en ts of its Cabinet Min isters 
in SRTC tax seam s; 

(3 ) That this g overnm en t  has failed to take an y 
real action to deal with the seriou s  problem s  
which exist in the ag ricu ltu ral sector of ou r 
provin ce; 

(4) That this g overnm en t  places as a priority the 
expan sion of its Cabin et, an d the hiring of 
a defeated Cabin et Min ister in a m ake-work 
position , over health care for ou r elderly an d 
services to people; 
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(5) That this g overnm en t  has failed to address 
the qu estion of deterioration in ou r health 
care system , in the qu ality of edu cation of 
ou r you th, in services to m eet the n eeds of 
the elderly an d disadvan tag ed, em ploym en t 
opportun ities for you th; an d 

(6 ) That this g overnm en t  has thereby lost the 
tru st an d con fiden ce of the people of 
Man itoba. 

QUESTION put on the amendment, MOTION defeated. 

MR. G. MERCIER: Yeas an d Nays, Madam Speaker. 

MADAM SPEAKER: Call in the m em bers. 

A STANDING VOTE was taken , the resu lt being as 
follows: 

YEAS 

Birt, Slake, Brown ,  Conn ery, Cumm ing s, Derkach, 
D own ey, D riedg er, Ducharm e, Enn s, E rn st, Film on , 
Fin d lay, H amm on d ,  J ohn ston ,  Kovn ats, Mann ess, 
McCrae, Mercier, M itchelson ,  Nordm an , Oleson , 
Orchard, Pan kratz, Rocan , Roch. 

NAYS 

Ashton ,  Baker, Bu cklaschu k, Cowan , D esjardin s, 
D oer, D olin ,  E van s, Harapiak (The Pas), Harapiak (Swan 
River), Harper, Hem phill, Kostyra, Lecu yer, Mackling , 
Maloway, Parasiu k, Pawley, Penn er, Plohm an , San tos, 
Schroeder, Scott, Sm ith (E IIice), Sm ith (Osborn e), Storie, 
Uru ski, W alding , W asylycia-Leis. 

MR. CLERK, W. Remnant: Yeas, 26 ; Nays, 2 9. 

MADAM SPEAKER: The n ays have it ,  an d the 
am en dm en t  is according ly lost. 

The qu estion before the Hou se is the proposed 
m otion of the Hon ou rable Mem ber for E llice. 

The Hon ou rable Min ister of Natu ral Resou rces. 

HON. L. HARAPIAK: Madam Speaker, it is m y  pleasu re 
to join in the debate on the Speech from the Throne. 

I wou ld like to start by exten ding m y  cong ratu lation s  
t o  you . I d o  that n ot on ly becau se i t  i s  a tradition for 
speakers to do so, bu t I do that as an expression of 
m y  con fiden ce in you r ability to deal with the m atters 
which wil l  com e  before the Hou se.  In deed, the 
con fiden ce that I had has been rein forced by you r 
han dling of m atters which have com e before this 
Assem bly in recen t days. 

I wou ld like to exten d m y  cong ratu lation s, as well, 
to all m em bers of this Assem bly, particu larly to those 
who are elected for the first tim e. I look to work with 
all m em bers of the Assem bly in serving the in terests 
an d the n eeds of the people of Man itoba. 

I am pleased to be here represen ting the con stituen cy 
of Swan River. lt is a historical even t for the con stitu en cy 
of Swan River to be represen ted by a New D em ocrat 
provin cially. lt is, as som e of the m em bers have said, 
at long last. lt was a long effort. lt was on my third 
attem pt to seek election to this Assem bly that I was 
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finally successful .  I recognize that the margin of victory 
was not a large one; it was 6 5  votes. As has been 
indicated, the mantle of "landslide," I understand, now 
is transferred from the Member for Thompson to myself. 

I want to point out that it is my sincere hope that I 
can experience the same success as the Member for 
Thompson has. In the previous election, his margin of 
victory was similar to mine and I understand, in the 
election that we have just fought, the margin of victory 
was increased substantially. lt is my hope that with the 
title of "landslide," I can enjoy the same success in 
future elections in Swan River. 

I thought that perhaps I had the distinction of having 
the narrowest margin of victory, but I understand that 
perhaps has to go to the Member for Roblin-Russell. 

I would like to point out that for the constituency of 
Swan River, though this is the first opportunity for the 
constituency to be represented by a New Democrat in 
the provincial Legislature, the constituency has been 
represented federally on more than one occasion, in 
the 1940's by Mr. Moore who represented Swan River 
as part of the Churchill constituency. More recently, 
being part of the Dauphin-Swan River constituency, it 
was again represented federally by the New Democrats. 

The Swan River constituency, for those who might 
not be familiar with the area, is primarily an agricultural 
community but one in which the resources of forestry, 
in particular, p lay a very i mportant part. The 
constituency stretches from the community of Mafeking 
in the north and a number of smaller communities in 
that region,  and the southern boundary is the 
community of  Pine River. On the east side, we are 
bounded by Lake Winnipegosis and, on the west side, 
the constituency is bordered by Saskatchewan. 

The constituency is, as I indicated, diverse in its 
resources and it is diverse in its people. lt is primarily 
an agricultural community in the central part of the 
constituency, with the main trading centre being Swan 
River. lt is an area of very rich and fertile soil where 
the production of wheat and canola are the predominant 
crops. Livestock is also a very important part of the 
economic base for the region. 

Forestry plays, as well, as important role in the area 
with the forests being harvested primarily from the 
regions of the Duck Mountains and the Porcupine 
Mountains. 

Fishing is an important industry historically, the 
commercial activities being carried on primarily on Lake 
Winnipegosis, but also on some of the smaller lakes 
of Swan Lake, Pelican Lake and Red Deer Lake. 

We are fortunate in the area, as well, in that we are 
well-blessed with park facilities, and tourism is a very 
imporant part of the economy of the region. People 
take g reat pride, particularly with the one main 
attraction for the region during the summer months 
being the Northwest Roundup, which is hosted in the 
community of Swan River. 

I had indicated that we had a diversity of people in 
the area. Many of the people of the area are of Native 
ancestry but, as well, we have people whose ancestry 
is rooted in the British Isles and people also whose 
ancestry is rooted in western Europe and in eastern 
Europe. The people are hard-working people, proud 
people, people who are proud as Manitobans and proud 
as Canadians. 

I take pride in pointing out that my own ancestry, 
similar to that pointed out by members opposite, the 

218 

Member for La Verendrye earlier today, is rooted in 
eastern Europe. I take pride in pointing to the fact that 
my grandparents on both sides immigrated to Canada 
from the Ukraine at about the turn of the century. They 
came to Canada to till the soil, and they took great 
pride in their work and their contribution to the 
community. 

My own background is that of a farmer and an 
educator, and I feel that this provides me with a good 
basis from which to serve the concerns and the interests 
of the people of the Swan River constituency and indeed 
the people of Manitoba. 

My background as a farmer provides me with a basis 
from which to appreciate the problems being faced by 
the agricultural community, problems that are 
recognized by members on both sides of the House. 
Farmers are faced with increasing costs of production 
and declining commodity prices, resulting very clearly 
in diminishing returns to the farmers and their families. 

I think the question is not just one of economics, 
though there is a very difficult economic situation. We 
have to assess, as well, the impact of that situation on 
the human spirit. What is happening to those families? 
What is happening not only to the people who till the 
soils? What is happening to the fabric of our rural 
communities? That is a concern, not just for rural 
Manitoba, but it has to be a concern for all of Manitoba 
for indeed agriculture, as has been said by many, is 
one of the cornerstones of the economy of Manitoba, 
and the rural communities form the basis for the 
economic activity enjoyed by people in the urban 
centres. 

I would like to relate to you briefly some of my 
experiences in agriculture, which I think are experiences 
which are applicable as well in the political arena. Having 
had the opportunity to work with the land, to nurture 
the crops and to enjoy the success and some of the 
disappointments associated with that activity, I think 
I have acquired certain qualities which I hope will serve 
me well in this Assembly. Those who are familiar with 
the experiences of agriculture, I think, will recognize 
that we, through agriculture, learn to be patient. 

A MEMBER: A great virtue. 

HON. L. HARAPIAK: Indeed it is. lt is a virtue that we 
should all enjoy. lt is a virtue which is, in a sense, taught 
by our agricultural experiences, recognizing that we 
have to wait for the right season. There is a season 
for each of the different activities, and we cannot change 
that. We have to wait for it, for the appropriate time. 

As well, I think it has taught me humility because, 
despite the best-laid plans, there are some things which 
are beyond our control, and something as devastating 
as a hailstorm or an overnight frost can make the best 
manager look rather poor and, in fact, become poor. 
We have to learn to live with that situation. I think it 
is a quality which could serve us all well, but it is not 
certainly an experience that I would not want to wish 
onto someone in excess. 

Those experiences, I think, have as well brought out 
the quality of resilience in people, as well a very 
desirable quality. Out of those experiences that people 
have in the agricultural community, they are often 
required to make a comeback of some sort, to wait 
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for next year, to look to the future. They have had to 
cope with very difficult situations and they are dealing 
with a very difficult situation at present, but that quality 
amongst the rural people is something that we should 
all admire and all hope to have to some degree. 

I think that those qualities, the three qualities that 
I refer to, the qualities of patience, humility and resilience 
are undoubtedly qualities that we can utilize in this 
Assembly. I am not sure what the equivalent of a 
hailstorm would be in this Assembly or an overnight 
frost but I'm sure, in terms of political experience, there 
are parallels. 

I would like to comment, because of my interest in 
agriculture, on the fact that I am proud to be associated 
with the record of the administration from 1 981 -86 . 
The government, under the leadership of the Premier 
and the Minister of Agriculture, demonstrated clearly 
a concern for agriculture. 

There were several comments made in the Assembly 
with respect to M anitoba Agricultural Credit 
Corporation, and I don't think anyone from this side 
has ever claimed that the Manitoba Agricultural Credit 
Corporation could, by itself and of itself, address all 
of the financial needs of the Manitoba farmers. But if 
you look at the level of activity of that corporation over 
the years, it has demonstrated very very clearly an 
increasing level of activity in a period of time when 
other lending institutions were perhaps expressing some 
caution and withdrawing from that arena. The demands 
on that institution are increasing and, in fact, they are 
at a level such that some farmers are expressing 
frustration that their case is not being dealt with soon 
enough. The corporation is attempting to do all that 
it can, but it cannot take over the responsibility that 
should be shared rightly by other institutions. 

The Interest Rate Relief Program in that same period 
of time was very well received by the agricultural 
community, as were the interest rate write downs and 
the interest rate buy downs offered by Manitoba 
Agricultural Credit Corporation. 

The Beef Program which was, on its introduction, 
touted by some to be a program which would be 
subscribed to by only 1 0  percent of the beef producers 
in Manitoba has a subscription of some 7 5  percent of 
the producers and of the beef herd in Manitoba. As 
wel l ,  the Hog Program introduced by the same 
government provided very significant aid to h og 
producers. 

I want to say that, in the course of my political 
experience particularly as it relates to agriculture, the 
Minister of Agriculture is recognized as a leading 
spokesman for the interests of the agricultural 
community in Manitoba. 1t is important not only to look 
at what has been achieved, but we must look as well 
at what might be achieved. To me, the Throne Speech 
is a clear commitment to agriculture and the rural 
community. I look forward to working with members 
on both sides of the House to address the difficult 
situation facing the agricultural community. 

I want to make some comments more specifically 
related to the responsibility that I have been given with 
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respect to natural resources. I am certainly looking 
forward to the opportunities and challenges that exist 
within that portfolio. The province is rich in natural 
resources, and it is our responsibility to see that these 
resources are utilized for recreational purposes, as well 
as for some of the commercial opportunities that will 
present themselves. 

lt is a difficult and challenging task to balance the 
interests of the various users that exist in our 
communities. The most important consideration has to 
be that of ensuring that these resources are available 
for the enjoyment and the uti l ization of future 
generations. 

My first contact with the staff of the Department of 
Natural Resources leaves me feeling confident that they 
are an effective and a dedicated group of employees. 

I would like to thank the Member for Emerson for 
pointing out to me some of the issues that are of a 
concern to him as the critic for Natural Resources. I 
would only say in addition that his characterization of 
the department as being one which was raped and 
pillaged is an exaggeration in the extreme. 

Of the issues that are facing the department, water 
issues are certainly paramount and, in my first few days 
in the Legislature, I had the opportunity to address 
some of those issues. I was in communication with the 
Member for Emerson, the Member for Ste. Rose and 
the Member for Portage la Prairie. I had the opportunity, 
as I indicated in the House, to visit some of the areas 
that were flooded in the McCreary-Ste. Rose area and 
as well in the Portage la Prairie area. Indeed, only 
tonight, I had to leave this Chamber to meet with a 
group of farmers from the lnterlake area who were 
experiencing similar problems. So I recognize full well 
that there are many issues on the question of water 
to be dealt with, but it is my view that we cannot look 
at those issues only in terms of drainage. We have to 
look at a water management scheme and we have to 
recognize that in some of the areas perhaps that are 
prone to flooding we will have to look at different cultural 
practices. 

I recognize that time is running on. I want to mention 
briefly that the area of forestry and reforestation will 
be critical issues as will be the issue made reference 
to by the Member for Emerson on the wildlife issues, 
specifically the one of game ranching. I will look to 
discussion with people on both sides of the House to 
address those issues. 

Madam Speaker, just for my clarification, if there is 
time available tomorrow, I would like to continue with 
some of my comments. 

MADAM SPEAKER: Right. The hour being 1 0:00 p.m. 
I am interrupting proceedings. According to the rules, 
when this motion is again before the House, the 
Honourable Minister has 1 9  minutes remaining. 

The House is now adjourned and stands adjourned 
until 2 :00 p.m. tomorrow. (Wednesday) 




