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be in a position to do more. I've said at every university,
and had an opportunity to meet with the presidents
and the students unions, and | think | have received
a fair hearing from them about this government’s ability
and commitment to post-secondary education. | think
that, if the Member for River Heights would care to
review perhaps the last University of Manitoba Bulletin
in which the President of the university said, we got
more than we expected. We appreciate the fact that
the government has attempted to deal with our
problems. The University of Winnipeg President has
said essentially the same thing, as have student bodies.

Madam Speaker, the fact of the matter is, that 5.2
percent increase was given to the universities. That
represents both operating and miscellaneous capital.
It’s a significant sum of money and it represents funding
beyond inflation, contrary to the implications that the
Member for River Heights may have left with the
Chamber.

Universities - Library grants

MRS. S. CARSTAIRS: A supplementary question to
the same Minister, Madam Speaker.

What specific grants are going to be given this year
to university libraries to remedy those difficulties
endured, for example, by the Law Library at the
University of Manitoba which is no longer able to carry
such basic subscriptions as the Canadian Labour Law
Journal, a journal which | would think would be of
specific interest to this government?

HON. J. STORIE: Madam Speaker, | believe that this
government has already indicated that there will be
some additional support being made available to the
universities to enable them to regenerate, to rejuvenate
the equipment and the resources that are available at
universities.

| should say, Madam Speaker, that | commend the
universities and the students and the faculty at our
universities for their commitment to this process. Indeed
the fund-raising efforts that are under way at our
universities, | think, reflect in a very direct way their
understanding of the importance of this issue. | can
indicate that the Provincial Government will also be
making its contribution in line with its abilities to do
so.

Universities - establishment
of task force

MRS. S. CARSTAIRS: A final supplementary to the
same Minister, Madam Speaker.

Will the Minister establish a broadly-based task force
to study our universities, an inquiry which would include
the role of the Universities Grants Commission, the
funding of our universities, the quality of our universities
and the accreditation of our universities?

HON. J. STORIE: | think that there is merit in that
suggestion, and it certainly is something that has been
considered. | have indicated in this House and publicly
that the Universities Grants Commission is going to be
taking a stronger role in determining and assisting
universities in establishing priorities in line with the
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ability of governments to fund the necessary
improvements to our universities. | think it's also true
that the universities are taking a stronger role in
planning and preparing longer-term financial plans and
program plans. | think there is, obviously, a need to
work closer together with the universities, and that is
under way as well.

Assessment - meeting re

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for
Morris.

MR. C. MANNESS: Madam Speaker, last year in
Estimates, in the Department of Municipal Affairs, in
response to my question dealing with a request for the
Minister to convene a meeting of assessment officials
within his department to meet with members of the
Opposition so they may be better prepared to debate
all issues associated with assessment, in response to
that question, the Minister of Municipal Affairs indicated
on July 3, 1986, and | quote: ‘I do welcome the
opportunity to have staff from Municipal Affairs make
a presentation to both sides of this House, hopefully
within the next month to six weeks.”” Further,
Wednesday, September 10, the Acting Minister of
Municipal Affairs said to me, Madam Speaker, just
briefly: ‘‘Since the Minister has spoken in conversation
with him . . - meaning me - “. . . he will be
contacting representatives of the Opposition to set up
a date in a very short order, within the next week to
set up a date.”

My question to the Minister of Municipal Affairs: why
did he deliberately mislead this House in response to
these questions on that date and also today in response
to the question of my House Leader?

MADAM SPEAKER: Order please, order please. Order
please.

As the honourable member well knows, it is
unparliamentary to accuse a Minister of deliberately
misleading the House. Would the honourable member
please withdraw those remarks?

MR. C. MANNESS: Madam Speaker, can the Minister
indicate to me why he has broken his promise to
members, not only in the Opposition but to all members
of this House, with respect to this matter? Why does
he have such a callous disregard for those of us who
are trying to learn better the system of assessment
reform that’s going on within this province?

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of
Municipal Affairs.

HON. J. BUCKLASCHUK: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

First of all, | would indicate, it is not callous disregard;
it is an oversight on my part. As | indicated, we have
been preoccupied with the City of Winnipeg
reassessment. My recollection was of a commitment
to the Member for Charleswood.

| did raise the matter with the Municipal Affairs critic
some two weeks ago, proposing to hold a meeting if
such was desired at this time. | must admit that it had
slipped my mind that there was a bigger issue, the
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may wish to stand, with leave of the House, to make
some comments regarding the request for unanimous
consent, and we’re prepared to offer that leave.

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for
Arthur.

MR. J. DOWNEY: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| rise to make a brief comment on providing the leave
to allow the government to proceed on the path in
which they are proceeding on a matter that . . .

MADAM SPEAKER: First of all, may | ask if the
honourable member has unanimous consent to make
a speech on this unanimous consent? (Agreed)

The Honourable Member for Arthur - most irregular.

MR. J. DOWNEY: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| want to make two points and | want to make them
very brief. No. 1, | find it a giving up of a privilege, as
a member of the Legislature, to allow this kind of activity
to take place in a very short period in this Session of
the Legislature, and | don’t take it lightly.

| want to as well say, Madam Speaker, that | do not
believe it is the Legislature’s responsibility to dance to
the tune of the City of Winnipeg. The priority as far as
Manitobans are concerned, in my estimation, is some
15,000 to 20,000 farm families out in the country who
have seen a reduction in their incomes and are facing,
what | would call, a national crisis as faras their futures
are concerned.

Madam Speaker, | think that is the urgency which |
would have found it much easier to deal with, if the
Minister of Agriculture or the government had
proceeded at the same time to introduce a bill doing
something for the education taxes on the farm
community. | could have found it much easier to give
leave to proceed than the path in which we’re going.

| do however, Madam Speaker, thank my House
Leader for asking and putting forward the provision -
and this is not a provisional leave. I’'m granting leave
that, in fact, we do have the opportunity in the near
future to expect the same kind of consideration from
all members to bring to this Legislative Assembly the
opportunity to recommend, as an Opposition, some of
the options which we think could be introduced to help
the farm community.

| thank you, Madam Speaker, and members of this
Assembly.

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Government
House Leader.

HON. J. COWAN: Madam Speaker, therefore, on the
Orders of the Day, would you please call Bill No. 8,
with unanimous consent on the two counts which were
referenced earlier having been given?

As well, Madam Speaker . . .

MR. J. WALDING: A point of order on that, Madanr
Speaker.

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St.
Vital on a point of order?

MR. J. WALDING: Madam Speaker, a leave has not
yet been asked to do this particular thing. | assume it
is going to be requested.
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MADAM SPEAKER: | assume as well.
The Honourable Government House Leader.

HON. J. COWAN: Madam Speaker, if | can proceed
and continue with my remarks, would you please call
on Orders of the Day, Bill No. 8? | would assume that
when you do that, given our earlier comments to which
all members should have been listening, you will be
asking for the unanimous leave of the House to proceed.
We have already indicated that we will need unanimous
consent on two specific counts. | would assume that
those requests will be made when the bill is called.

| also want to thank all members of the House for
their cooperation, and | know there are some concerns
that they hold very strongly. | do want to thank them
for their cooperation in assisting us to deal with this
matter in the way in which it’s being dealt with today
and appreciate their feelings, their concerns, and also
want to reinforce my earlier suggestion that we will be
meeting with the Opposition House Leader to determine
how we might be able to bring forward an opportunity
for the debate which has been requested around
agricultural issues in the near future.

MADAM SPEAKER: Is there unanimous consent of
the House to have Bill No. 8 called for Second Reading
at this time?

The Honourable Member for St. Vitai.

MR. J. WALDING: Madam Speaker, | do not give leave
to suspend the rules.

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister does not
have unanimous consent.
The Honourable Government House Leader.

HON. J. COWAN: Yes, Madam Speaker.

Will you please call Bill No. 2, standing for Second
Reading in the name of the Honourable Minister of
Municipal Affairs?

SECOND READING
BILL NO. 2 - THE OFFICIAL TIME ACT

HON. J. BUCKLASCHUK presented Bill No. 2, An Act
to Amend The Official Time Act; Loi modifiant la Loi
sur le temps réglementaire, for Second Reading.

MOTION presented.
MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister.

HON. J. BUCKLASCHUK: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The proposed amendments to The Official Time Act,
extending daylight saving time from the last to the first
Sunday in April, will synchronize Manitoba’s daylight
saving hours with those of other Canadian provinces,
and with time zones in the United States.

| noted from a news item yesterday, that most of
North America has or will move their clocks forward
by one hour on the last Sunday in April, with the
exception of Saskatchewan and parts of Indiana and
Arizona. So with the implementation of daylight saving
time during the first Sunday in April, without this
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and in dealing with the closed door policy of the
Conservative Club of Greater Winnipeg that has for
years excluded women and in the year 1987 continues
to exclude women.

And, Madam Speaker, | think we have to remember
that an organization, a political organization more than
any other organization, needs to be open to women
to deal with the very problem that is at the heart of
all of these inequalities, and that is the
underrepresentation of women in political life.

And, surely, we will never begin to deal with that
underrepresentation and those inequalities that women
face throughout our society if we do not begin to ensure
that our own houses, our own political organizations,
are open to women, and that not only are they open
to women but that women are encouraged to participate
and to develop and grow into future leaders of our
province and country.

Madam Speaker, | hope that the Advisory Council
on the Status of Women will provide some help and
advice to members opposite in dealing with this very
difficult problem and hope that they will soon find a
way to open up the doors of this club to the women
of the province.

MR. G. FILMON: I[f that's the most difficult problem
that we would have to face in Manitoba, then she is
out to lunch. What about the battered women; what
about the women who are on welfare; what about the
women who don’t have day care?

A MEMBER: And you're worried about the
Conservative Club of Winnipeg.

A MEMBER: What a joke you are! What a joke you
are!

SOME HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

HON. J. WASYLYCIA-LEIS: Obviously, Madam
Speaker, we have hit a sore point with the Opposition
- obviously defensive about this obvious embarrassment
to members opposite - and the Leader of the Opposition
suggests, Madam Speaker . . .

MR. G. FILMON: Tell us about what you're going to
do for the battered women; tell us what you're going
to do for the women on welfare who can’t find a job;
tell us what this act is going to do for them. The most
important thing is who can join a club, eh! Boy, are
your priorities screwed up.

SOME HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MADAM SPEAKER: Order please, order please. Order

please. Would the Honourable Leader of the Opposition

please come to order. Every member who wishes to

debate on Second Reading will have an opportunity.
The Honourable Minister has the floor.

HON. J. WASYLYCIA-LEIS: As | have just indicated,
| think that one of the most important institutions and
organizations in our society that should be opened to
both men and women are political organizations
because of the underrepresentation of women, and |
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admit it’s a problem on the part of my political party,
and | hope that members opposite would begin to put
measures in place that will deal with an historical pattern
of underrepresentation since women got the vote in
Manitoba.

Madam Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition asks
what members on this side are doing about women
on welfare, about women needing day care, about
women in the employment sector. Madam Speaker, the
record of this government on those issues is clear.

As | pointed out in my speech addressing the Speech
from the Throne, in a total of 13,000 words used by
the Leader of the Opposition in his speech addressing
the Speech from the Throne, he failed to use the phrase
“equality of women” even once. Now where are their
priorities, Madam Speaker, and when? And not only
failed to use it and address the issues and suggest
that money go towards women on welfare or women
needing day care, what did he do? He used the Advisory
Council on the Status of Women Jobs Fund Report to
criticize the Jobs Fund and to suggest that all that
money should go towards rural needs. Nobody on this
side underestimates the needs of rural Manitoba, but
for the Leader of the Opposition to make that kind of
attack and not even make one suggestion or one
proposal that one penny should go into one program
for women of this province, | think is appalling and
embarrassing.

Madam Speaker, | think the most important question
to address while discussing this legislation is why in
the first place the Manitoba Advisory Council on the
Status of Women is necessary. Why are Status of
Women portfolios necessary? Why the U.N. Decade for
Women? Why the women’s movement, generally?

| think the best way to begin to answer that question
is to say that we hope some day all of these efforts
will be superfluous, that we will be able to work
ourselves out of a job and ensure that all of these
organizations are defunct and actually self-destruct.

The problem is, Madam Speaker, that the way things
are going, it is going to take quite a while yet before
such organizations and important institutions such as
the Advisory Council on the Status of Women won’t
be necessary. The examples that | pointed to, of this
week, are one good example of why advisory councils
will continue to be needed for some time yet. But,
Madam Speaker, thé important reason and the most
important issue facing all of us in addressing this
legislation is the fact that equality is still somewhat of
a long, distant goal, that inequality is still pervasive in
our society.

It took 100 to 150 years for women to first achieve
a vote, to become persons, to become less than chattels
and second-class citizens in our society; and | think,
Madam Speaker, it’s going to take some time yet for
women to be able to change structures, for men and
women to be able to address the barriers in all of our
institutions before we can say with confidence that we
have achieved equality.

| look forward to that day, Madam Speaker, but in
the meantime, all of our efforts must be speeded up,
all of our talents must be used in the direction of
ensuring that we get a little closer to that goal of equality,
and the Advisory Council on the Status of Women in
Manitoba can play a very important role in that regard.

| think the best way to look at the goal that we are
trying to achieve is to look at it through the eyes of
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Judge Rosalie Abella who stated that when this is
understood and acted upon; when it is no longer a
source of wonder that a women has performed
“exceptionally well or a confirmation of prophetic
hindsight when she has performed with mediocrity;
when the appointment of a women causes no more
public or private anxiety over whether she is genuinely
qualified than does the appointment of a man; when
for that matter the appointment of a women is so
routinely accepted that the gender of the appointee is
not even discussed; when aptitutes are accepted as
accruing to particular individuals rather than to
particular genders, then, and only then, will society have
achieved a form of gender equality.

Madam Speaker, we all have different definitions of
full equality and we all have different understandings
and methods for getting to that point in our history,
but | think we would all agree that, in essense, equality
is summarized in the principles outlined at the beginning
of this legislation; some principles which demonstrate
the foundations upon which the advisory council rests,
but also upon which all the policies and programs of
this government rests. Those principles have to do with
full and equal participation in all of our economic
institutions, social institutions and legal institutions; but
they also have to do with a sharing of responsibility
for children in our society, and a recognition that through
those kinds of progressive policies that we are looking
for, and through reasonable attitudes with respect to
the sharing of responsibilities, then and only then will
we be able to begin to say we are addressing equality
in a serious way; and, in that regard, | fall back on a
definition used earlier about what equality is and what
that means for all of us.

Madam Speaker, that definition would include the
words, “moving toward the goal of equality, and a
society where every individual, irrespective of sex, shall
have the same practical opportunities not only for
education and employment but also in principle, the
same responsibility for his or her own maintenance, as
well as a shared responsibility for the upbringing of
the children and the upkeep of the home.”

Madam Speaker, | refer members opposite to the
legislation before them and hope that they will look
very carefully at the principles that have been
enunciated at the beginning of that legislation.

Madam Speaker, the inclusion of those principles in
this legislation makes this legislation unique in Canada.
Certainly, this is not the first such legislation in Canada
to entrench an advisory council’s status and position,
but it is certainly the first legislation to enunciate
principles that tie in very closely to that important goal
of equality: principles like women and men should have
equal rights, opportunities and responsibilities;
principles like changes in social, legal and economic
structures are required in order to make full equality
and access a reality; and principles like the role of
women in child bearing should not be a source of
discrimination, and that the upbringing of children
requires a sharing of responsibility between women
and men and society as a whole.

Madam Speaker, in addressing this issue and
addressing the fact that we have some distance to go
before we can confidently say equality has been
achieved, | would not want to leave the impression that
significant progress has not been made. | think the

sheer existence of the Advisory Council on the Status
of Women and its active history over the last three
years is a sign and an indication that progress is being
achieved and that Manitobans are listening and acting
on the advice of that council.

Significant progress has been made, Madam Speaker,
if you look at the fact that it was only 58 years ago
that women were declared persons, and to refresh the
minds of members opposite, the persons’ case occurred
on October 28, 1928, when the British Privy Council
determined that Canadian women were fit and qualified
persons and therefore eligible to sit in the Senate.

Madam Speaker, considerable progress has been
made when you think that only 71 years ago women
became eligible to vote in Manitoba. But when you look
at the economic situation and you look at the social
situation in Manitoba, and right across this country,
the statistics speak for themselves and they indicate
that action must be always ongoing and that
commitment to the principles of equality must always
be at the top of our political agenda.

Let us look, Madam Speaker, briefly, at the statistics
relating to the economic situation of women in
Manitoba. Let me say at the outset of listing those
statistics that it is because of these statistics and this
data that this government has acted on many fronts,
including training, pay equity, child care, measures
against violence in our society, and the list goes on
and on.

Madam Speaker, today, the average earnings of
women continue to be significantly lower than men’s
earnings even in occupations that are overwhelmingly
female dominated. In 1980, the average annual
employment income for Manitoba women was 52
percent of the average for men, and that gap in total
incomes was largest in the 35-54 age category and for
individuals with lower levels of education. Among full-
time, full-year workers, Manitoba women earned only
66 percent as much from employment in 1980 as
Manitoba men.

Madam Speaker, datafromthe 1971 and 1981 census
shows that there is a narrowing of the gap between
women’s and men’s incomes in Manitoba, and | think
we can attribute that narrowing of the gap to the
consistent and persistent efforts on the part of members
on this side of the House in dealing with that kind of
problem. But we know we have a long way to go.
Seventy-five percent of all part-time workers are women
and that, of course, translates into inadequacy of
income, inadequacy of job security, inadequacy of
permanent full-time child care arrangements, and the
list goes on.

I think, by and large, we have to remember that
women are still among the poorest of all citizens in
our country. Particularly, we know that older women
are the poorest of all in our country, that there is still
a significant wage gap between men and women, that

- women are still concentrated in job ghettos, that women
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are still unable to get full-time job opportunities when
they want full-time job opportunities, and that training
in non-traditional areas, in new technological fields is
still very much inaccessible to women throughout our
country.

So the first issue, Madam Speaker, for all of us is
dealing with that kind of economic situation, and | would
hope that we would get more from members opposite
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than simply the suggestion that all the Jobs money
should go into rural Manitoba without a penny going
to women’s employment programs, training programs,
pay equity efforts, affirmative action and initiatives, and
child care strategies. All of those issues require ongoing
commitment and funding in a reasonable, progressive
manner.

| was dismayed, to say the least, in reading again
the comments from the Member for Lakeside when he
basically dismisses initiatives in the area of day care
because it costs too much, and by suggesting that at
a time of a high deficit, when so many other needs are
apparent, that day care is not a priority, and in fact
lump together all those people who are fighting for day
care and good, decent, affordable child care as militant
feminists.

Well, Madam Speaker, if that's a definition of a militant
feminist, then | wear that title proudly, and I'm sure all
women in Manitoba and Canadawear that title proudly,
because if it means fighting for a little bit of peace of
mind and a little bit of knowledge that our children are
safe and secure, and if it means finding affordable child
care and accessible child care in order to be able to
combine our work as parents and as workers in the
labour force, then | think we're all proud of that title.

Madam Speaker, the only advice that one can get
from the Member for Lakeside is that we need to be
more militant, so | guess that's exactly the direction
the women of Canada will have to go in.

Madam Speaker, speaking of day care, given the fact
that the Member for Lakeside had dismissed the whole
issue and any efforts in that regard as being too
expensive and not on equal standing as other priorities
of the member opposite, | think we do have to look a
little more seriously at the kind of direction Manitoba
is going in, how that compares with other provinces,
and what it will mean for all of us in the months and
years ahead.

| certainly hope what he is suggesting is not what
his fellow colleagues are involved in federally by both
sitting on the issue for months and years and on top
of that tampering, as the Free Press suggested, with
the day care report that is supposed to be released
on March 21. | think all of us are concerned that there
is that kind of manipulation of data and rational
responses to a very serious problem going on at that
level. | hope that the Member for Lakeside is not
suggesting that this is the appropriate way to go in
terms of day care.

| point out to members opposite, particularly the
Member for Lakeside, that this province, this
government, has taken a reasonable and progressive
approach to the issue of day care by putting money
into it as the services are able to meet the child-care
needs and by ensuring that we have excellent standards,
that we have well-qualified day care workers and by
ensuring that all of the children of this province, whether
they be infant or preschool, are able to enjoy the best
possible child-care service around.

To use, as a contrast to our approach, | think | would
like to refer the Member for Lakeside to the Winnipeg
Sun article of this past Sunday, which said: Alberta
Monster, Worst System in Nation. Why is it the worst
system? Because they have done exactly what this
government has not done and thatis: pumped money
into the system without any kind of standards, proper
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procedures and trained day-care workers; and, as well,
pumped all kinds of money into profit centres without
any regard for the care of children and the kind of
standards that are being provided and the qualifications
of the day care workers.

Madam Speaker, the approach of Manitoba is best
summed up in that same Winnipeg Sun article with the
headline: Manitoba’s Day Care System is the Best
Structured in the Country.

Our commitment is to continue to meet the need for
new day care spaces, for part-time day care spaces,
for day care spaces for emergency workers, for shift
workers, for sick kids and to continue to put as much
energy and effort into this direction as possible. | think
our record speaks for itself. The best day care system
in this country is nothing to laugh at. Madam Speaker,
it is a result, not only of the commitment of this
government, but it is a result of the advice provided
by the Manitoba Advisory Council on the Status of
Women and other organizations like that right across
the province. | think we have to give credit to those
organizations and to the women of this province for
keeping those issues in the forefront of the political
agenda and for keeping us all informed about the best
way to proceed on these issues.

Madam Speaker, as | hinted at earlier at the outset
of my remarks, one of the obvious reasons for a Council
on the Status of Women, for women's organizations
generally, is the underrepresentation of women in
political life. That underrepresentation, as I've said on
previous occasions, is evident in this House, is evident
right across this country and | would hope that all
members of this House are committed to finding ways
to reduce the cultural conditioning within our own
political parties, to open up male-only clubs and to find
ways to give women the training and the background
that is required to enter political life.

| don’'t need to remind members that it was in 1921
that Agnes McPhail was elected the first woman to the
House of Commons and she had great hopes at that
time that women would be following immediately in her
footsteps. However, as we all know, there certainly was
no stampede. Look around us, as I've said, only eight
women in this House, 9.8 percent in the federal House
of Commons, and the list goes on.

That kind of underrepresentation is a result of many
factors, obviously one of the biggest is still attitudinal.
The attitudinal barriers are evident in this House and
probably most often from members opposite. | only
have to refer to - | think the first month that | was in
this House - being confronted with the remarks by the
Member for Portage la Prairie that because | had a
playpen in my office, that | must have been a high-
priced babysitter. Now if that isn’t an attitudinal barrier
to women getting into politics, then | don’t know what
is an attitudinal barrier.

Or, Madam Speaker, | refer to federal counterparts
of members opposite on the numerous occasions when
women were clearly insulted by the remarks generated
from members of both the Liberal and Conservative
Parties. | think of the occasion in the House of Commons
when the Member for Vancouver East raised the
question of violence against women and the guffaws
that were heard to have arisen from the benches of
members from the Conservative and Liberal sides was
an embarrassment and an insult to women right across
this country.
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Or | think about a more recent event in October of
1985 when the issue of women who were married to
members of the Armed Forces were told that they could
not meet to discussissues and to put together positions
on issues of importance to them and noting that the
Member from Calgary and the Minister of Defence,
Harvey Andre, said he had no objections if the women
wished to hold Tupperware parties.

'm glad to see that members opposite are taking
all of thisveryseriously and we are not hearing laughter
and ridicule coming from their benches as we go
through these difficult issues and attitudinal barriers
that face women. The attitudinal barriers and the
cultural conditioning of our legal professions is also of
significance and also a reason why the Advisory Council
on the Status of Women is absolutely critical.

| guess we all had hoped that racism and sexism
and prejudice and discrimination that was so prevalent
on the benches a decade ago was disappearing and
no longer a matter to be concerned about to any great
extent. But | think some recent examples suggest to
us that there is still very much a pervasive attitude that
ascribes to women a particular place in our society, a
certain set of characteristics, and as a result ensures
that their full and equal participation in all aspects of
our society is not achievable.

| think of the recent incident in Nova Scotia last
January when a judge was removed from the bench
when in making some legal decisions he relied heavily
on his interpretation of the the Bible for his opinions
on women’s proper place. While | think that we all
rrespect the passages of the Bible and we all use the
Bible as a basis for social progress and for progressive
and meaningful activity in our society, | think we're
always shocked when the Bible is used to contribute
and further advance the cause of those who would like
to see women'’s positions in society defined in as narrow
a way as possible.

| was concerned, closer to home, here in Manitoba,
in a Manitoba court recently, a male lawyer, feeling
somewhat surrounded by female judges, or females in
the court - the judge, the Crown Attorney, probation
officer and others - hinted that his case may have been
handled differently by men.

This lawyer, in representing a client who was involved
with a ring of girls, ages 10 to 13, and who sold sexual
favours for money and sniff, argued that the biological
urge that a man is born with is something that takes
a lot more control than someone of the opposite sex
could maybe appreciate. Worse than that, Madam
Speaker, the lawyer cited Romeo and Juliet as examples
of great romantic figures to justify man’s biological
needs for young girls.

Well, fortunately, and in a signal that the times are
changing and signalling that women, as judges, can
make a difference, the judge in that particular said, ‘|
found myself at times becoming livid during the course
of your submission. | really don’t think that any of this
is related to normal male urges. The world is full of
males who have urges. They’re not out picking up 10-
year-olds to satisfy them.”

She also told this lawyer that if he found that looking
at 10-year-olds was a normal male urge, maybe he'd
better see the probation officer himself.

| think, Madam Speaker, that that kind of illustration
indicates that cultural conditioning in all of our

279

institutions is still fairly pervasive and that all of us need
to work to diminish and to eradicate those attitudes
from all of our activities and institutions.

| think that the Advisory Council on the Status of
Women can play a big role in helping us reach that
goal and achieve those ends. | know, based on the
past three years of activities, that the Advisory Council
will never hesitate to bring those kinds of examples of
stereotyped notions about women and discriminatory
attitudes about women, that they will bring them to our
attention, to all of our attention, and | hope that we
will all be ready to deal with that kind of constructive
criticism.

It was also apparent to me this week that cultural
conditioning and discriminatory attitudes is still very
much prevalent in all of our institutions. There was
another example this week in the newspaper about the
RCMP indicating that current policy of the RCMP makes
it difficult for spouses who are both working for the
RCMP to work and live in the same location. | think
that kind of policy is out of touch with reality in this
day and age and the kind of policy that needs to be
changed with the advice of organizations like the
Advisory Council on the Status of Women.

In fact, | think that that whole issue of ability to work
in whatever profession we choose and to still be
responsible and good parents and to have a meaningful
family life along with a meaningful career is probably
one of the biggest challenges facing all of us, and
certainly one of the reasons why | took such offence
at the Member for Portage la Prairie’s remarks when
he took some umbrage with the fact that | had a playpen
in my office.

| think it was a progressive step that we were able
to change the Rules of this House somewhat to ensure
that there is a little more time for families when we
pursue this kind of career. | think we all have to do
more in that regard and probably we should start with
working together to put a day care in this building so
that all of us could either, on a part-time basis or a
full-time basis, bring our children; and not only that,
encourage younger men and women to enter politics
knowing that some of those attitudinal and structural
barriers have been dealt with.

A MEMBER: Judy, not just younger ones . . .

HON. J. WASYLYCIA-LEIS: Not just younger, no. |
correct myself. But | think the absence of . . .

A MEMBER: She also would include old cronies like
you, Harry.

HON. J. WASYLYCIA-LEIS: Madam Speaker, all of us
are interested in reducing the attitudinal and structural
barriers that prevent women from entering any
occupation in our society, and whether day care is
required at the place of work or in the community, it's
all a priority for us, and | think we should all be working
to ensure that options are available for women and
that good quality, accessible child care is available
generally throughout the Province of Manitoba.
Madam Speaker, to go back to that whole area of
attitudinal barriers, because that is certainly an area
that confronts us daily on a very personal and painful



Wednesday, 11 March, 1987

way, and it is an area where all of us can begin to
change and improve in terms of our response to women
of this province. | think where we need to begin is
dealing with the position of women in our economy
and the attitudes that prevent women from accessing,
in a full and equal way, job and training opportunities.

| think back 10 years ago when it was quite common
for politicians of the day, particularly members of the
Liberal Government, to suggest that the unemployment
statistics, that the unemployment stats showing women,
particularly - let me start that again.

Looking back 10 years ago, showing that the statistics
around women’s unemployment were particularly
serious, the response from members of the Liberal
Federal Government at the time was, “‘Well, they really
aren’t so bad after all because you've got to eliminate
all those women who are only working for their mink
coat or for the second car, and after all, they're only
taking jobs away from men.”

| hope that things have changed from that time of
10 years ago, and | hope that there’s a recognition on
all of our parts that what all of this is about and why
the advisory council is so important is that women
should have the freedom to choose whether they want
to work in the home looking after children on a full-
time basis or in the labour force on a full-time basis
or a combination of both. | think that's what all of this
is about in making those choices possible and putting
in place programs and services and initiatives that help
women fully realize the choices that they make.

| know that things have changed somewhat over the
last decade, but | still get concerned when | hear about
unemployment counsellors telling women that you
should just consider yourself damn lucky that you've
got a job at all, or why don't you just go home and
collect separation payments instead of looking for work,
and the list goes on and on. Those are recent
statements, statements that tell me that attitudes on
the part of all of our institutions which have a real
impact on women’'s opportunities are very much a
problem and have to be dealt with.

When it comes to attitudes that we have to overcome,
| referred to some of the issues that are confronting
members opposite and the work that needs to be done.
I'm pleased to see a little progress has been made
from the days when Sterling Lyon has said that the
Progressive Conservatives were among the best
breeders in the world, but | don’t know, in a substantive
way, in a policy way, if much has changed on the benches
of members opposite.

If you consider also the comments made by Sterling
Lyon back in 1977 around the issue of matrimonial
property law, when he went on record opposing The
Family Maintenance Act because, as he said, the law
is impertinent and an unwarranted intrusion into
people’s private lives.

Fortunately, the women of Manitoba again were
victorious in overcoming that kind of oppressive attitude
and the legislation was introduced and Manitoba
became the first province in Canada to have community
of property and the most progressive matrimonial
property legislation anywhere in this country; but | think
we all have to give credit to the efforts on the part of
members on this side of the House and to the women
of the Province of Manitoba.

Madam Speaker, the Advisory Council on the Status
of Women can therefore play a very important role in
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terms of ensuring better access and opportunities and
a change in attitudes in all of our institutions, whether
they be economic, social, educational, legal, the list
goes on and on, and | know that the Advisory Council,
over the last three years has had a significant impact
on reducing barriers in all of those institutions and on
proposing policies and programs that help us as
government and as members of this House in
formulating plans that will further advance the status
of women.

| refer specifically to recommendations to this
government relating to the government’s affirmative
action policy and programs, the question of equity in
family maintenance awards, the question of adequate
funding and continuity of services to victims of incest
and wife abuse and sexual assault, information and
advice regarding equal access to training, education
and employment, advice regarding accessibility of all
Manitoba women to the full range of reproductive health
care.

Through all of those kinds of briefs, presentations
and advice, members of the government and, indeed,
members in this entire Chamber, are better able to
respond to the needs of Manitoba women and to ensure
that our policies and programs are in tune with the
majority of women right across this province.

The Manitoba Advisory Council on the Status of
Women can also play a very important role in giving
women themselves the resources and the tools to
advance the status of women and to ensure their own
full and equal participation in all institutions in our
society; and that again points to another reason for a
special effort around status of women, a separate
organization that brings together women of all
experiences, of all ethnic background, of all ages, of
all regions and to pool their advice, share their
experiences and, out of that, ensure not only their own
personal growth, but new directions on the part of
government policy and programs.

That area of providing women with the tools and the
resources to equip themselves to participate fully is a
very important one that should be recognized by all
members of the House because, as we all know, women
generally have to prove themselves twice as good as
a man in order to be thought half as good. As Charlotte
Whitton would say, ‘‘Fortunately, that's not too difficult.”
But it's because of that kind of situation that has shaped
women’s experience, that the Advisory Council on the
Status of Women can play a major role, or | could
probably put that notion in a different way.

We've all heard that Fred Astaire is a good dancer,
right? But we should also remember that Ginger Rogers
danced just as well, but she did it backwards and with
high heels on.- (Interjection)- There you go; | said that
there’s cultural conditioning on this side too. | never
said we were free from all cultural conditioning. | just
said that it was considerably less on this side than on
that side of the House.

Madam Speaker, the importance of an organization
that is focused specifically on the status of women,
that involves women, that works with women, that trains
women, is vital for the future of our society. Such
organizations and efforts can help us deal with that
underrepresentation of women in public life and to
ensure that women are able to have their voices heard
and are able to exert influence and power in decision-
making at all levels of our society.
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be ready for re-enactment this year, well before the
expiry date of the period of temporary validity on
December 31, 1988, as set down by the Supreme Court
of Canada in its order following the Manitoba language
reference.

| expect as well, Madam Speaker, in 1988 to present
for re-enactment or repeal, the unconsolidated public
acts for the years 1870 to date that are still shown as
in force on the statute books. Just to emphasize, we
are dealing with the major public acts in the continuing
consolidation. We are not dealing with the
unconsolidated public acts, and we are not dealing
with the private acts.

As members of this House are no doubt aware, the
last two years have witnessed substantial
implementation of the order of the Supreme Court of
November 4, 1985. For example, a number of significant
changes have been introduced into the procedures and
practices of this House, to make sure that every step
of enactment complies with the requirements as set
forth by the Supreme Court of Canada.

There have been important changes in the form of
the bills, which appear before the Legislature, and to
the regulations, which are considered and enacted by
Cabinet, by the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council.

Bill No. 4 is a further and probably the most important
step towards ensuring the continuing validity of all of
our laws. It provides a positive indication that Manitoba
is surely and carefully taking those steps necessary to
bring us into compliance with our constitutional
obligations.

Madam Speaker, | wish at this time and have given
to the Clerk to table, an interim report. It’s a brief one,
on all of the activities which are currently under way
to comply with the Supreme Court order, well before
in each instance, well before the period of temporary
validity coming to an end. ’

This report which I'm now circulating, through the
Clerk, incidentally complies with an undertaking given
to the Supreme Court, that periodic reports would be
provided to the Legislature.

Madam Speaker, | would be remiss if | did not
acknowledge that the changes which have been made
in the operation of the House and the presentation of
this bill, in the way in which it is being presented, were
facilitated by the Legislative Assembly Management
Committee, the Office of the Speaker, as well as by
the cooperation of the Opposition House Leader and
by the Member for River Heights.

| would also be remiss if | didn’'t commend the
tremendous role played by Legislative Counsel and staff
who worked with Legislative Counsel in making this
happen in such an expeditious and effective way.

| would like to urge the House, | must leave it of
course with the House, to pass this bill without undue
delay. It is estimated, Madam Speaker, and one | think
can appreciate, in looking at the volume of material to
be printed, that the printing and publication of the re-
enacted statutes will take at least nine months from
the date of Royal Assent. It's desirable that the laws
of the province in both languages be available to the
people of Manitoba as soon as possible. | would hope
that that is borne in mind as we proceed with this re-
enactment. It is in the spirit of cooperation required
to ensure the continuing validity of our laws, that |
recommend this bill to the House.
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MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St.
Norbert.

MR. G. MERCIER: Madam Speaker, a few questions
for clarification and for the record for the House.
Can the Attorney-General confirm that in these
statutesbefore the House, there have been no changes
in legislation which existed up to this point of time?

HON. R. PENNER: Yes, | can, Madam Speaker. The
only changes that will be found in any of the acts
contained in the rolls are those that in effect are revision,
where outdated dates or passages, minor corrections
in grammar and punctuation have been made, but there
are no substantive changes whatsoever in any of the
bills contained in the rolls.

MR. G.MERCIER: Madam Speaker, could the Attorney-
General not indicate to the House that the printing of
the statutes could be commenced at this point in time
or does he anticipate amendments? | asked that
because he’s suggested that the bill should be passed
quickly because the printing will take nine months.

HON. R. PENNER: Madam Speaker, | do not anticipate
amendments. If, after due consideration, it is the advice
to me of the Opposition House Leader that there will
be no amendments proposed by the Opposition, then
| think we can, with assurance, undertake the
commencement of the printing of the bill. That would
be very helpful. | would consult with Legislative Counsel
to see if there is any legal impediment. | don’t think
though, because obviously they would be printed in
anticipation of Royal Assent.

MR. G. MERCIER: Madam Speaker, I'm interested in
confirming, in accordance with House procedures, this
bill would be referred to Law Amendments Committee
or committee for public hearings. | ask that question
because a party has already indicated that they wished
to appear and make a presentation on one of the 344
bills. It may very well be that others may want to make
presentation on the contents of any of the other bills.

HON. R. PENNER: | think that | would ask our House
Leader to confer with the Opposition House Leader as
the best procedure to follow. | would like to examine
the precedence with respect to revisions that have come
forth in 1954 and 1970, whether those revising statutes
and the rolls went to one of the public committees or
to the Committee of the Whole. But | think without
foreclosing that possibility, ’'m open on it; | would like
to leave it to discussion between our House Leader
and the Member for St. Norbert.

MR. G. MERCIER: One final question for clarification.

Could the Attorney-General confirm that the format
of the statutes was put forward by the government,
and there I'm specifically referring to the fact that the
English and French are both on one page, that the
format of the printing of the statutes was put forward
to the Supreme Court by his government?

HON. R. PENNER: Yes, Madam Speaker, we clearly
looked at what would be the least costly and legally
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industry in this country, then let them provide the tax
incentives via research and development to make sure
that there is indeed research and development in this
country, but let’'s not put the burden on the poor and
the disadvantaged who have to pay far too much for
their drugs in this country.

If we take just simple examples, Madam Speaker, of
my own drug medication which | take for blood pressure,
if | take it under its patent brand, it costs me $44.00.
If | take it under my generic name, it costs me $29.00.
Multiply that over and over again and you know that
while the NDP may have, as usual, exaggerated the
figures, they have not in fact exaggerated to the point
where fairness is in question. Fairness indeed is the
issue here.

The senior citizens, many of whom are on fixed
income, the drugs required for young children in families
which are near or below the poverty line, those drugs
must be provided to individuals at the cheapest possible
level. Bill C-22 will in fact make us the laughing stock
of the world. Country after country has given evidence
that Canada has the finest drug law in all of the world,
that they have provided under the legislation a means
by which people can keep themselves from being ill,
can maintain good healthy lives by drugs that are
reasonably priced.

| note that the Minister of Labour made reference
to Judy Erola, and quite frankly | was appalled that
she would accept a position as a lobbyist, having
intimate information of the value of generic drugs. She
had in fact administrated this legislation, and | cannot
believe that an individual would sell herself in that way
for $100,000 a year.

A MEMBER: She’s a Liberal.

MRS. S. CARSTAIRS: She’s not my kind of a Liberal.

Madam Speaker, | am delighted to stand here as the
representative of the Liberal Party and support the
government in their resolution, and | too urge all other
members of this House to do the same.

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Riel.
MR. G. DUCHARME: Madam Speaker, | move,
seconded by the Member for Charleswood, that debate
be adjourned.

MOTION presented and carried.

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Government
House Leader.
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HON. J. COWAN: Madam Speaker, | believe there may
be an inclination on the part of members to forgo the
Private Members’ Hour today and call it six o’clock.

MADAM SPEAKER: Is it the will of the House to call
it six o’clock? (Agreed)

The hour being 6:00 p.m., the House is now adjourned
and stands adjourned until 10:00 a.m. tomorrow.
(Thursday)

(English translation of Mr. Roch’s speech in Volume
XXXV No. 8A, page 215 - 1:30 p.m., Monday, March
9, 1987.)

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. | am very
pleased to rise today to speak on the Speech from the
Throne.

| would like to begin by congratulating the new
Lieutenant-Governor and extending my best wishes to
him. The Premier’s choice was an excellent one, and
| am certain that he will serve in his new office as well
as he did in the past as a member of this House.

| am also very pleased that he chose a member of
a group, a very small group - the Icelandic people. As
you know, Dr. Johnson is of Icelandic origin. | say this
not only because | have been appointed critic for
Culture, Heritage and Recreation, but because my own
ancestor was from a small minority group, that of the
Swiss, who are less numerous still than the Icelandic
people.

| would also like to wish a good Session to all of my
colleagues, and to all members on both sides of the
House. | have several other comments which | would
like to make in French, but | will make them later. |
have certain things to say, and | want to be certain
that the members of the government understand them.

(English translation of Mr. Roch’s speech in Volume
XXXV No. 8A, page 220 - 1:30 p.m., Monday, March
9, 1987.)

Since there is very little time left, all | can say is that
we will have other occasions and other matters which
| would like to discuss, whether it be debate on the
Budget or on other matters during the Estimates of
the various departments. Madam Speaker, | thought
| would have trouble speaking for 40 minutes, and |
see now that | have already run out of time.





