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MR. G. FILMON: Madam Speaker, | was merely pointing
out his quotes, which were quite different on the same
topic.

Madam Speaker, my question to the Minister is: Was
his change in the timetable of a break-even from 1989
now to a break-even in 1999 as a result of learning
that the deficit was now $100 million higher than what
was originally projected?

HON. H. HARAPIAK: Madam Speaker, the result of
the change is not in anything that | said. That question
is the fact that the Leader of the Opposition is using
the Winnipeg Free Press as a source of information.
| did not make the date of 1999. | said the operation
should be in a break-even point by 1989 and, if we
implement all of the recommendations of the King
Review Committee, there should be a break-even cost
on the recommendations because some of the
recommendations are a cost item anc some of the
recommendations are revenue items.

So overall, it will be at a break-even if we implement
all of the recommendations of the review committee.

Workers Compensation Board - increase
in assessment to reach break-even point

MR. G. FILMON: Madam Speaker, on Wednesday, the
Minister said it would take 20 percent annual increases
in order to achieve break-even by 1989. Now with the
knowledge that there’s $100 million more in deficit at
the Workers Compensation Board, how much will the
annual increases be required to be in order to reach
break-even, whether it be 1989 or 1999, whichever the
Minister is telling us today?

HON. H. HARAPIAK: Madam Speaker, obviously the
Leader of the Opposition has a line of questioning that
he is committed to and he isn’t listening to my answers.
| said, from the best of my knowledge, the Review
Committee - a Review Committee that is made up of
all Manitobans. They're representing all the business
interests, Mr. Tom Farrell, who is a representative
representing the business community and Ms. Lisa
Donner, who is representing the labour community. That
is their Workers Compensation system and they said
that, if all the recommendations of the Review
Committee were implemented, there would be a break-
even on the cost. There wouldn’t be an additional cost
to them. Any of the additional costs that will be coming
out as a result of the implementation will be taken up
by the additional revenue that will be coming in place.

MR. G. FILMON: Madam Speaker, it’s the Minister
who has his answers memorized, regardless of what
the question is.

Madam Speaker, very simply, with the knowledge now
that the deficit is $100 million more than he thought
it was the day before yesterday, what will the annual
increases in premiums at the Workers Compensation
Board have to be in order to achieve a break-even
position by 1989 that he has promised?

MADAM SPEAKER: That question is repetitious. It’s
almost identical to the previous one.

MR. G. FILMON: Madam Speaker, previously we were
talking about a 1999 break-even, which we didn’t know.
Now the Minister is trying to tell us that it’s still 1989.

MADAM SPEAKER: Order please.
Does the honourable member have another question?
That one is repetitious?

MR. G. FILMON: Yes, Madam Speaker. What are the
annual increases required by the Workers
Compensation Board in order to meet this Minister’s
timetable of a break-even position?

MADAM SPEAKER: That question is repetitious. It’s
the same or substantially the same as the one the
honourable member just asked, only in reverse.

Workers Compensation Board -
how increases to be achieved

MR. G. FILMON: Madam Speaker, how does this

Minister intend to achieve a break-even position at the

Workers Compensation Board? Will it be by increases

in premiums and, if so, how much will the increase hayg,,
to be?

HON. H. HARAPIAK: Madam Speaker, obviously twe
Leader of the Opposition is not listening to the answers.
We said, very clearly, that at this stage we are going
to be in a break-even position by 1989. If the entire
report of the Review Committee is implemented, it'll
be at a neutral cost, so any of the implementations -
or some of the items are revenue, some are cost, but
they will be in a break-even position if the entire reppnt
is implemented.

Private insurance company in Manitoba -
without sufficient funds to pay actuarial
claims would they be allowed to operate

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for
Morris.

MR. C. MANNESS: Madam Speaker, | direct my
question to the Minister of Consumer Affairs, the
Minister in charge of insurance regulations in the
Province of Manitoba. .

Can the Minister tell us whether the government would
allow a Manitoba private insurance company without
sufficient funds to pay actuarial claims to continue to
operate? In other words, would the government allow
a company that has $184 million unfunded liability or
deficit to continue to operate in the Province of
Manitoba?

MADAM SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of
Labour.

HON. A. MACKLING: Madam Speaker, the honourable
member certainly wasn’t listening to the very thorough
answer that my colleague, the Minister responsible for
Workers Compensation, gave to the rather wild
questioning by the Leader of the Opposition.
Governments many years ago, upon request from
industry, established a Workers Compensation program
that protected industry from lawsuits, lawsuits that
would cripple the continuation of industry or business
in this province.
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