
MG-8048 

First Session - Thirty-Fourth Legislature 

of the 

Legislative Assembly of Manitoba 

DEBATES 
and 

PROCEEDINGS 
(HANSARD) 

37 Elizabeth 11 

Published under the 
authority of 

The Honourable Denis C. Rocan 
Speaker 

VOL. XXXVII No. 9- 1:30 p.m., WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3, 1988. 

ISSN 0542-5492 
Printed by the Office of the Queens Printer, Province of Manitoba 



NAME 
ALCOCK, Reg 

A NGUS, John 

ASHTON, Steve 
BURRELL, Parker 

CARR, James 

CARSTAIRS, Sharon 

CHARLES, Gwen 
CHEEMA, Gulzar 

CHORNOPYSKI, William 
CONNERV, Edward Hon. 
COWAN, Jay 

CUMMINGS, Glen, Hon. 
DERKACH, Leonard, Hon. 

DOER, Gary 

DOW NEV, James Hon. 
DRIEDGER, Albert, Hon. 
DRIEDGER, Herold, L. 

DUCHARME, Gerald, Hon. 

EDWARDS, Paul 
ENNS, Harry 

ERNST, Jim, Hon. 

EVANS, Laurie 
EVANS, Leonard 

FILMON, Gary, Hon. 

FINDLAV, Glen Hon. 

GAUDRV, Neil 

GILLESHAMMER, Harold 

GRAY, Avis 
HAMMOND, Gerrie 

HARAPIAK, Harry 

HARPER, Elijah 
HELW ER, Edward R.  

HEMPHILL, Maureen 
KOZAK, Richard, J. 
LAMOUREUX, Kevin, M. 

MALOWAV, Jim 
MANDRAKE, Ed 
MANNESS, Clayton, Hon. 

McCRAE, James Hon. 

MINENKO, Mark 

MANITOBA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Thirty-Fourth Legislature 

Members, Constituencies and Political Affiliation 

CONSTITUENCY 
Os borne 
St. Norbert 
Thompson 
Swan River 
Fort Rouge 
River Heights 
Selkirk 
Kildonan 
Burrows 
Portage la Prairie 
Churchi l l  
Ste. Rose d u  Lac 
Roblin-Russel l  
Concordia 
Arthur  
Emerson 
Niakwa 
Riel 
St . James 
Lakeside 
Charleswood 
Fort Garry 
Brandon East 
Tuxedo 
Virden 
St. Boniface 
Minnedosa 
El l ice 
Kirkfield Park 
The Pas 
Rupertsland 
G imli 
Logan 
Transcona 
lnkster 
Elmwood 
Assin iboia 
Morris 
Brandon West 
Seven Oaks 

MITCHELSON, Bonnie, Hon. River East 
NEUFELD, Harold, Hon. Rossmere 
OLESON, Charlotte Hon. Gladstone 
ORCHARD, Donald Hon. Pembina 
PANKRATZ, Helmut La Verendrye 
PATTERSON, Allan Radisson 
PENNER, Jack, Hon. Rhineland 
PLOHMAN, John Dauphin 
PRAZNIK, Darren Lac du Bonnet 
ROCAN, Denis, Hon. Turtle Mountain 
ROCH, Gilles Springfield 
ROSE, Bob St. Vital 
STORIE, Jerry Flin Flon 
TAYLOR, Harold Wolseley 
URUSKI, Bill l nterlake 
WASVLVCIA-LEIS, Judy St. Johns 
VEO, lva Sturgeon Creek 

PARTY 
LIBERAL 
LIBERAL 
NDP 
PC 
LIBERAL 
L IBERAL 
LIBERAL 
LIBERAL 
L IBERAL 
PC 
NDP 
PC 
PC 
NDP 
PC 
PC 
LIBERAL 
PC 
L IBERAL 
PC 
PC 
L IBERAL 
NDP 
PC 
PC 
L IBERAL 
PC 
L IBERAL 
PC 
NDP 
NDP 
PC 
NDP 
LIBERAL 
LIBERAL 
NDP 
LIBERAL 
PC 
PC 
LIBERAL 
PC 
PC 
PC 
PC 
PC 
LIBERAL 
PC 
NDP 
PC 
PC 
PC 
LIBERAL 
NDP 
LIBERAL 
NDP 
NDP 
LIBERAL 



lEGISlATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Wed nesday, August 3, 1 988. 

The House met at 1:30 p.m. 

PRAYERS 

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

Hon. Donald O r chard (Minister of Health): M r. 
Speaker, I have a min isterial statement and copies for 
the House. 

Last  week ,  I h ad t h e  p leasure of meet i n g  w i th  
members of the  Manitoba Stroke Association to sign 
a proclamation declaring the month of August as 
"Stroke Survivor M onth." 

Stroke is the number one d isabler in  Canada. An 
est imated 6,200 M anitobans are stroke patients with 
approximately 1,000 new Manitobans being affected 
each year. T h i s  d i sease affects e i ther  d i rectly or  
ind irectly 25,000 Manitobans . 

The Stroke Association of Manitoba was founded in  
1 97 1 .  They are the fi rst and oldest stroke associat ion 
i n  Canada. 

This is  a volunteer organization to service al l  of 
Manitoba, and have commenced their fund-raising 
campaign d u ring the month of August . This Stroke 
Association offers new stroke victims and their fami l ies 
help to overcome the d isabil it ies caused by stroke, and 
provides needed services for patients and their fami l ies 
throughout the province. 

I k now that al l  Members wi l l  join with me i n  wishing 
the M an itoba Stroke Association every success i n  their 
fund raising d u ring the month of August and continued 
g o o d  s u ccess t o  t h i s  very va lu a b l e  v o l u n teer 
organization i n  the Province of Manitoba. Thank you. 

* ( 1 335) 

Mr. Gulzar Cheema (Kildonan): I welc o m e  t h e  
Honourable Health M i nister's statement a s  i t  regards 
the M an itoba Stroke Associat ion.  

We know that there are a lot of problems they are 
fac ing.  The n u m ber one issue which I want to br ing to 
the M i nister's attent ion is the serious lack of speech 
therapists which we are facing in Manitoba today. Some 
of them, some of our stroke patients have to wait for 
eight months for assessment. I think that is  a disaster, 
and we should hire more speech therapists and we 
should look in terms of rehabi l itating them. I th ink  that 
will be our message to them so that we can convey 
to them we care about them. Also, we should be looking 
at provid ing more support services for their fami l ies. 
Also, there are certai n  patients who wait i n  the personal 
care homes more than is requ i red . I think we should 
be looking more i n  terms of placement services, in  
terms of community services, and the support services. 
Thank you . 
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Mr. Gary Doer (Concordia): I wou ld l ike to join with 
other Members of this H ouse in  wish ing the Stroke 
Association every deal of success in their fund-raising 
attempts this month, and congratulate the M inister for 
proclaiming this month as appropriate for the Stroke 
Association and Stroke Survivor Month. 

We bel ieve very strongly that the key to this medical 
i ssue  is l i festy le a n d  prevent ion  in o u r  everyday 
workplaces, leisure t ime and home experience. I hope 
the Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard) wil l  see fit to double 
the prevention budget in the health care f ield, as we 
d id  last February, in putting money and resources into 
prevention and l i festyle issues in this province so that 
al l  Manitobans wi l l  in the future be able to, through 
l i festyle, through good health, through proper nutrit ion 
and through educat ion,  not have to be a vict im of this 
terr ib le d isease. Thank you very much. 

Hon. James Downey {Minister responsible for The 
Manitoba Natural Resources Development Act): I 
would l ike to table the report of Moose Lake Loggers 
Ltd . ,  1 986-87. 

Hon. Harold Neufeld (Minister of Energy and Mines): 
lt is my pleasure to table the report for Manitoba M ineral 
Resources Ltd . ,  for the year ended December 3 1 ,  1 987.  

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

Mr. Speaker: Before proceeding to Oral Questions, I 
would  l ike to d irect the attention of al l  Honourable 
Members to the Speaker's gallery, where we have two 
exchange students visit ing our province. They are Mr. 
Kartsen Petersen from Denmark, and Mr. Magnus Sedar 
from Sweden. Both gentlemen are here under the 
sponsorsh i p  of the Warren and Stonewall Lions Club 
and I would ask the H ouse to welcome them. 

ORA L  QUESTION PERIOD 

Man. Cttee. on Wife Abuse 
Report release 

Mrs . Sharon Carstairs (leader of the Opposition): 
We in the Opposit ion understand that Min isters do not 
have to answer questions i f  they choose not to do so. 
H owever, we do hope that when they d o  answer 
q uest ions,  they wi l l  answer them in an accurate and 
informed manner. S urely, this is fundamental to the 
principle of m inisterial responsibi l i ty. 

So I ask the First M inister (Mr. Filmon): Wil l  he please 
demand of the M inister of Community Services (Mrs. 
Oleson)  the tabl ing of the report and audit done on 
the Man itoba Committee on Wife Abuse? 

* ( 1 340) 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): The M i n ister  of 
Community Services ( M rs. Oleson) has indicated in  th is 
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H ouse that she wi l l  table that report when it is in final 
form. The Manitoba Committee on Wife A buse had had 
some d ifficulties, the Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. 
Carstairs) may recall, last year. There were a number 
of resig nations and quite some controversy as a result 
of resignations from the organization and so on. 

I might indicate to the Leader of the Opposit ion that 
I personally met with senior executive members of the 
Committee on Wife Abuse in  March-Judy Hughes and 
Eunadie Johnson. I might indicate that my M in ister has 
met with them not only once, but I bel ieve has had 
other d iscussions with them. 

We are very concerned to ensure that the Committee 
on Wife Abuse is g iven a fu l l  and complete review. 
There was an audit that was commissioned, I bel ieve, 
by the former Government, and a review into the 
organization, their actions, their make-up and so on.  
That has been done and i t  is i n  d raft form. 

There is a process that takes p lace. I believe that 
when reports are done, when reviews are done on 
organizations before they are put in their  f inal form, 
they ought  to  h ave an opportun ity to  review t h e  
recomme n d a t i o n s ,  the f i n d i n g s  a n d  b e  g iven an  
opportunity to respond to them. When they have done 
that, then we make sure that there are no errors of 
fact, no errors i n  terms of analysis, and then that report 
can be made public.  If  i t  is not done in that form, then 
it  has the prospect of being u nfai r  to the organization. 

That complete process has not been dealt with; it  
has not been final ized. When it is ,  the Leader of the 
Opposition and i ndeed all  Members of the Legislature 
and the public wil l  have an opportunity then to see the 
contents of that report. 

Mrs. Carstairs: With a supplementary q uestion to the 
First M i nister: The draft report has been ready for 
almost four-and-a-half months. The Committee on Wife 
Abuse itself has seen the draft report and has i n dicated 
they would like it released . Why is  this Government not 
releasing this report? 

Mr. Filmon: We indicated-and we have no reason to 
want to keep the report from being publ ic ,  other than 
to do it i n  a form that is fair to al l  parties concerned , 
particularly to the Committee on Wife Abuse-when it 
i s  i n  its final form and their input and their concerns 
have been dealt with to ensure that the report is factual 
and accurate, i t  wi l l  be made publ ic.  

Mrs. Carstairs: The committee has ind icated it  wants 
the report, the Government has said the report is ready. 
When can we expect to have this report tabled in the 
Manitoba Legislature? 

Mr. Filmon: I think that it is  incumbent on both sides 
of the H ouse to be accurate in  the informat ion they 
provide. Just as it is incumbent on the part of M i nisters 
to be accurate in their statements, it is incumbent on 
the part of Leader of the Opposit ion to be accurate in  
her  statements. She said the Government has indicated 
that the report is ready. We have done just the opposite. 
We have said we have a draft , a d raft that requires to 
be assessed and ensured that al l  of i t  is factual and 
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that all the informat ion is accurate. I! is not in a final 
form, and that is why it has not been released. The 
Leader of the Opposit ion ,  if  she were factual, would 
acknowledge that we have said it is in a d raft form.  lt 
is not ready and when it is ready it will be released. 

Grand Beach Provincial Park 
Campground - Clean-up 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
With a new question to the First M in ister ( M r. Fi lmon),  
and also about i naccurate information with regard to 
h is M in isters in  presenting information to this H ouse. 

Last week, the M inister of Industry, Trade and Tou rism 
(Mr. Ernst), just prior to the long weekend ,  ind icated 
that the clean-up at G rand Beach had been completed. 
I ndeed , as of last night,  ful ly six bays and 1 52 camping 
sites were sti l l  not open, and yet we were told on Friday 
that if there was a need to clarify that i nformation it 
would be clarified as soon as we met yesterday. 

Would  the First M i nister tell th is House why we were 
g iven inaccurate information and when wil l  Grand Beach 
be cleaned? 

* ( 1 345) 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): The Leader of the  
Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs) knows ful l  well about g iving 
inaccurate i nformat ion.  I n  the midst of the recent 
election campaign ,  she al leged that Air Canada had 
awarded a contract for airbus that would take away 
all of the repair and maintenance for t hose aircraft from 
Winnipeg. 

Of course, her president of her Party, M r. M orris 
Kaufman, when challenged as to whether or not the 
al legation she made publ icly on television,  on radio 
throughout this province was accurate, he was asked ­
do they have any evidence of it? He sai d ,  and I q uote: 
"We do not have some information; we are guessing ."  

That is what the Leader of the Opposition did. She 
guessed about sign ificant information about people's 
loss of jobs. She put 400 people in  danger and in fear 
of losing their jobs because she refused to get accurate 
i nformation just for her own political purposes. So she 
knows about inaccurate information.  

Now with respect to the question about Grand Beach, 
I wi l l  let the Min ister of Tourism (Mr. Ernst) answer that 
question for her. 

Hon. Jim Ernst (Minister of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism): M r. Speaker, I wou ld  l ike to point  out 
something to the Members of the House and to the 
Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs). The question 
asked was: As it was I, as M i nister of Tourism, why 
had not we cleaned up  G rand Beach? 

I ind icated to the Honourable Member who asked 
t h e  quest i o n ,  M r. S peak er, t h a t  it was n ot my 
respons i b i l i ty  but that of the M i n ister of Natural 
Resources (Mr. Penner). I said at that t ime he should 
ask the question of the Min ister of Natural Resou rces. 
He d id ,  on his next quest ion,  ask that question of the 
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Min ister of Natural Resources. The question was taken 
as notice by the Acting M i nister and that i nformation 
shou ld be provided in due course. 

Mrs. Carstairs: With a question to the First M inister 
( M r. Filmon), because indeed the Min ister of Tourism 
(Mr. Ernst) said in a d iscussion with the Min ister of 
Natural Resources ( M r. Penner) that indeed the G rand 
Beach clean-up had been completed. 

When-will the First M in ister inform this H ouse­
will  this clean-up take p lace, and when will the cit izens 
of Manitoba be able to enjoy the rest of this summer 
camping at Grand Beach? 

Hon. Jack Penner (Minister of Natural Resources): 
In regard to Grand Beach and the clean-up of Grand 
Beach ,  as I had i n d i cated p reviously t o  bot h  t h e  
Min isters that were questioned a n d  also to t h e  Premier, 
the job of clean-up had,  in fact , ended. 1t had simply 
been ended because of the dangers that were involved 
in the clean-up process. 

There were many, many little ch i ldren and other 
people on the beach at the t ime of the hol iday season. 
There are port ion s  of the parking area or the camping 
area that  still will need clean-up after the season. They 
wil l  be opened and cleaned up as soon as the danger 
of people at the beach area is over and done with,  
h opeful ly right after the school h olidays. 

There are many other areas when d isasters such as 
the tornado or the h igh winds that went t hrough our 
beach areas and other areas such as camping trails,  
such as skidoo trails,  such as ski  trai ls, that will need 
a m assive amount of clean-up.  

We have had numerous offers from organizations 
such as snowmobile c lubs and ski  clubs and those 
k inds of things that will assist us, but only when the 
time comes and the safety factor has fully been taken 
into consideration. 

Mrs. Carstairs: With a final supplementary, then, to 
the Min ister of Natu ral Resources. 

Can the M inister assure this H ouse that there is not 
indeed a major safety factor i nvolved in leaving these 
cam psites a mess, where chi ld ren can i ndeed get into 
the mess and that, i ndeed, is more of a safety factor 
than would be resulted in the actual cleaning up? 

Mr. Penner: l t  might i nterest the Honourable Leader 
of the Opposit ion that I h ave been assured by my staff 
of the d anger that we would have incurred if we had 
attem pted a clean-up of those areas by movement of 
big payloaders, huge trucks on beach areas, large 
equipment,  chain saws. 

I th ink the Honourable Leader of the Opposition needs 
to h ave witnessed a chain saw kicking back and hitt ing 
somebody i n  the face. lt  is not a p retty sight! But those 
kinds of dangers we were trying to prevent,  and wi l l  
prevent. That is the reason we have closed off that 
area. 
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Pharmacare - Deductible 
Increase 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition): 
My question, M r. Speaker, is for the Min ister responsible 
for Seniors (Mr. Neufeld). 

Does t h e  M i n ister  s u p p ort  t h e  d ec i s i on of h i s  
G overnment to raise t h e  fees for Pharmacare for 
seniors-the Pharmacare deductible? 

Hon. Harold Neufeld (Minister responsible for 
Seniors): M r. Speaker, the seniors of this province are 
quite prepared to pay their way the same as everybody 
else, and I do not think the increase is so substantial 
that they cannot pay that way. 

* ( 1 350) 

Mr. Doer: I wonder what seniors organizations the 
Min ister has talked to, consulted with and dealt with 
to get that k ind of advice. A 12 percent increase on 
the Pharmacare deductible is certain ly wel l  above the 
inflat ion rate, maybe three t imes the inflat ion rate. 

An Honourable Member: Over h ow many years? 

Mr. Doer: M aybe that is the same k ind of advice the 
M in ister received when his Party was dealing with the 
d rug patent laws in  this country. 

What seniors organization supports a 1 2  percent 
i ncrease in the Pharmacare deductibility and a 20 
percent increase in the deduct ib i l ity for people under 
65 years old ? 

Mr. Neuleld: As a member of the community over 55 
years of age, I am well aware of the cost of Pharmacare 
and other medical services. The Government is very 
concerned about the cost of Pharmacare and the cost 
of other medical services to the members of the 
community and especially the seniors. The Government 
is  u nder tremendous pressure to keep costs down and 
the senior population is as interested i n  that area as 
a n y b ody e lse. I suspect  they are probably more 
i nterested in  helping the Government at th is point .  

Mr. Doer: I asked the M inister what organizations d id 
he consult with prior to the Government making the 
decision to increase the deductibility by three t imes 
the i nflat ion rate for seniors in this province, many of 
whom are on fixed incomes, many of whom d o  not get 
a 12 percent increase in their income per year. 

I ask the Min ister: Who did he consult with to proceed 
with th is k ind of decision of three times the inf lat ion 
rate for people over 65, and 20 percent, maybe four 
or five t imes the inflat ion rate, for people under 65? 

Mr. Neufeld: We are concerned about the concerns 
of t h e  sen i ors.  That is why we h ave a S e n i ors  
Directorate, and as t ime goes on ,  if the m oney is  
ava i la b le ,  t here may b e  changes in  the c ost of  
Pharmacare and medical care to seniors. There may 
be changes in  the cost of Pharmacare and Med icare 
to everyone. But at this point in  time, we are not in a 
posit ion to reduce those costs. 
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Mr. Doer: The sen iors on d rugs are getting a double 
w h a m my. O n  t h e  one  h a n d ,  they  h ave g ot B r i a n  
Mulroney's d r u g  patent l a w  that has h i t  them with 
i ncreasing costs i n  drugs and, on the other hand, we 
got a 12 percent increase in  the deductibility. We refused 
to raise the deduct ib i lity in our Budget this year because 
we were concerned about seniors. 

I would l ike the Min ister to tel l  us what groups he 
consulted with to get the g o-ahead for a 12 percent 
increase on their deductibi l ity this year. 

Mr. 1\ieufeld: The seniors who I have spoken with are 
all in agreement that they are prepared to pay their 
share of the cost of runn ing this province and that we 
are no longer i n  a posit ion to g ive handouts. We are 
no longer in a position to pay the full cost . The sen iors 
are more prepared than any other group in society to 
pay their  own way. 

Meech lake Accord - Public 
Hearings 

Mr. James Carr (Fort Rouge): My quest ion is for the 
Honourable First Min ister ( M r. Fi lmon). 

As the First Min ister knows very wel l ,  the eyes of 
Canada wi l l  be on this House as it begins to debate 
the 1 987 Constitutional Accord, but to d ate we have 
heard little, if any, d iscussion at al l  from the First M inister 
about the detai l  and the substance of the Accord . 

Does the First Minister support the resolut ion as 
currently d rafted,  or wi l l  he consider amendments after 
the people have spoken? 

* ( 1 355) 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, I wi ll  tel l  
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Carr) exactly 
as I have told the publ ic  countless t imes throughout 
the course of the debate on  Meech Lake. 

I support the Meech Lake resolut ion i n  principle but 
I am prepared to l isten to the people of Man itoba. That 
is why we fought for publ ic  hearings. That is why, when 
we were in Opposition in this Legislature and there was 
a proposa l  to b r i n g  fort h an  a m e n d m e n t  to t h e  
Constitution without publ ic hearings, w e  fought tooth 
and nai l .  We fought and fought and fought unt i l  we got 
a change to the rules that ensures that we wi l l  have 
publ ic  hearings throughout th is province so that all 
people wi l l  be heard.  

I have taken the position that I support it in  principle, 
but I am prepared to l isten,  unl ike h is Party and his 
Leader who have said their minds are made up. They 
do not want to be confused by the facts and they do 
not want to l isten to the people. They have said that 
they wi l l  not change their minds on Meech Lake. Their 
minds are made up;  they are opposed to it .  I wi l l  not 
take that position . I will take the position that wi l l  l isten 
to the people. 

Mr. Carr: Mr. Speaker, with a supplementary to the 
First Min ister. 

We are taking leadership on this issue. We are tel l ing 
the people of Manitoba what our ideas are for the Meech 
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Lake Accord. The First Min ister may know that during 
his speech last n ight ,  the Minister of Urban Affai rs (Mr. 
Ducharme)  a n n o u n ced to t h i s  Hou se t h at p u b lic 
hearings will be occurring this fall. I presume that he 
was speaking for Government pol icy. 

Cou ld  the First Min ister tel l  us precisely when the 
Accord will be introduced and when the pu blic hearings 
wi l l  beg in?  

Mr. Fiimon: I n  due course, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Carr: Another example of open Government from 
those who sit across from us here. 

With a f inal supplementary to the First M in ister: Can 
the Premier g ive assurances to this House that the 
p ubl ic hearings, whenever they arrive, wi l l  not occu r  
s imply i n  t h e  City of Winnipeg b u t  in  fact throug hout 
the Province of Manitoba? 

Mr. Filmon: Beginn ing with the comment on open 
Government, first ly, that matter, as he should know, is 
a matter for d iscussion amongst House Leaders. My 
Government House Leader ( Mr. McCrae) wi l l  d iscuss 
with his Opposition House Leader (Mr. Alcock) and the 
H ouse Leader of the New Democratic Party ( Mr. Cowan)  
about the committee that wi l l  be struck to go out to  
pub l i c  hearings, about the  dates and  t imes of  those 
hearings, and about the places of those hearings. 

One thing I can assure is that they wi l l  not be held 
just in the City of Winnipeg. I have said time and t ime 
and t ime again ,  when asked that question , that I expect 
that they will get wide coverage throug hout the province, 
that there will probably be at least as many locations 
as we had during the French language hearings in this 
province, and that we will listen to the people throughout 
the Province of Manitoba. I do not u nderstand why he 
would  have any question to that effect. 

Speech therapy treatment 

Mr. Gulzar Cheema {Kildonan): My question is to the 
M i nister of Health (Mr. Orchard). 

Line-ups for health care services are becoming a way 
of life in Man itoba and our chi ldren are suffer ing as a 
resu lt .  Right now there are about 250 chi ld ren with 
serious speech disorders between the ages of 1 8  
months and five years who are wait ing u p  t o  1 4  months 
for an assessment. I f  they do not get t reatment on time, 
t hey can s u ffer from i n t e l l ect u a l ,  emot i on a l  a n d  
behaviou r d isorders. 

Would the Honourable Minister guarantee Manitobans 
that he wi l l  take steps to protect our ch i ldren from 
suffering u n necessary hand icaps? 

* ( 1 400) 

Hon. Donald Orchard (Minister of Health):  Mr. 
Speaker, regrettably, there are line-ups in the Province 
of Manitoba for needed medical health services and 
t hose line-ups have grown over the last number of years, 
u nfortunately. 

I am pleased that the Opposition Health Crit ic has 
posed that question fol lowing my address to the Throne 
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Speech l ast n i g h t ,  where in  I i dent i fied the woefu l 
inadequacy of speech therapy services avai lable to 
preschoolers. That service is woeful ly inadequate. There 
are wait ing times of up to 12 months for an appointment 
for an assessment and a further 12 month wait before 
any treatment  can be received by t hose yout h fu l  
ch i ldren.  

As a result ,  Mr. Speaker, one of the actions I have 
taken ,  s ince becoming Minister of Health, is I have met 
with the Associat ion of Speech Therapists for the 
Province of Man itoba. We are to meet again this fal l  
after t h e  association has met a n d  d iscussed with their 
Board of Directors where the most u rgent and priority 
needs are, because speech therapy services are not 
only woeful ly  inadequate for p reschool ch i ldren,  they 
are also inadequate for many of the vict ims who are 
celebrat ing,  not celebrat ing,  but for whom we declared 
the month of August, "Stroke Victim Month ."  They also 
are in  need of speech therapy services. I am anticipating 
a meet ing this fal l  with that associat ion of Speech 
Therapists of Manitoba so that they can ind icate to me 
their  priori ties and how they believe G overnment can 
adequately address, with l imited resources, the very 
necessary needs amongst the community. 

Mr. Cheema: Chi ldren of Manitoba cannot wait for 
another four to six months. At present,  there are about 
eight speech therapists deal ing with ch i ldren in  al l  
Man itoba hospitals. 

Wi l l  the Min ister tel l  the House what he is going to 
do to increase the number of therapists and track d own 
the delays? 

Mr. Orchard: Again ,  I have to indicate to my honourable 
friend,  the Health crit ic, that th is is a long and l ingering 
problem. Contrast that with the Province of Alberta, 
which the previous administration constantly held out 
as being woefu l ly  under-del ivering services. 

The number of speech patholog ists avai lable to 
p r o v i d e  speech t herapy to A l ber tans is in t h e  
neighborhood o f  80 compared to some eight w h o  are 
working in our h ospitals and a number of others who 
work throughout the Province of Manitoba, to a l im ited 
degree i n  rural Manitoba, to a major degree in  the City 
of  Winn ipeg. 

Mr. Speaker, the H onourable H ealth Critic for the 
O p po s i t i on w i l l  k n ow,  if he h a s  i n vest igated t h i s  
circumstance, that t h e  professional train ing o f  speech 
therapy is not avai lable in  the Province of Manitoba. 
l t  i s  a service which is under g reat demand and student 
e n ro l lment  in e i ther  North Dakota u n ivers i t ies or 
e lsewhere in  Canada has very l imited spaces. So we 
h ave two problems to confront us. First of a l l ,  the 
b u dgetary problem; and second,  the avai labi l ity of 
qual ified speech t herapists. Both issues are to be 
addressed this fal l  i n  my meeting with the Manitoba 
Associat ion of S peech Therapists. 

Mr. Cheema: My final supplementary. I would  like to 
te l l  the Min ister that there are people avai lable but 
t here are a lack of funds. 

Mr. Speaker, bab ies with p h ys ica l  deve lopment  
problems have to wait for s ix  to eight weeks and  even 
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longer for access to physiotherapy. A wait of two months 
to treat a one-year-old baby who is a lready six months 
behind development is criminal . 

Would th is Honourable Minister advise this House 
what step he is going to take to correct this misfortunate 
situation? 

Mr. Orchard: Again the  H o n o u rab le  Mem ber has 
identified an issue i n  which the provision of service is 
not as immediate as a l l  of us i n  this H ouse woul d  prefer 
to have, myself included as Minister of H ealth .  

I th ink that i f  the Honourable Member has some 
patience, he may be very i nterested in  entering th is 
debate and this discussion as we approach Estimates 
because t h e  i ssue of phys iotherap is ts  a n d  t h e i r  
avai labi l ity, I might add,  t o  m y  Honou rable Mem ber the 
O p p o s i t i o n  H e a l t h  C r i t i c, t h at the need for 
physiotherapists is al l  across the province but is even 
more acute in rural Manitoba where we have addit ional 
recruitment d i fficulties to get those special ists into rural 
Manitoba. 

Pharmacare Deductible Increase 
Criteria 

Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchill): My question is to the 
M in ister responsible tor Seniors ( Mr. Neufeld). 

Before addressing the question specifical ly, I would 
just l ike to remind the Minister as to what was said in 
the recent Throne Speech i n  regard to seniors, where 
i t  stated , and I quote the Throne Speech,  Mr. Speaker, 
"A Minister responsible for Seniors has been designated 
to ensure that issues of concern to seniors are given 
the attention they deserve. "  

I would ask t h e  Min ister responsible for Seniors what 
criteria he used in determin ing the impact of th is 
increase in  the deduct ib le on the seniors of Manitoba? 

Hon. Harold Neufeld (Minister responsible for 
Seniors): The Mem ber tor Churchi l l  ( Mr. Cowan) is  
absolutely r ight .  l t  is the concern tor seniors that caused 
the Government to appoint a d irector tor seniors. The 
i n c rease in P h a r m acare ,  or the i n c rease in t h e  
deductible o f  Pharmacare, is t h e  first one in a num ber 
of years. lt is not so great if the seniors are not prepared 
to accept it. The seniors, as I have said before, are 
the most responsible people we have in  our community 
and will bear their fai r  share of the cost of the problem; 
indeed , over the years have borne more than their fai r  
share. l t  is with regret that w e  have to increase the 
cost,  but it is necessary. 

I ask the Mem ber for Churchi l l  to l ook back to see 
the number of th ings that he has done for seniors, the 
number of th ings that their Party has done for seniors, 
and did they appoint a d irector? 

Mr. Cowan: Mr. Speaker, when there is more t ime to 
enter into that debate, I would be p leased to enter into 
any debate with any Mem ber of the Conservative Party, 
or the Li beral Party, in respect to what the NDP has 
done on behalf of the seniors and elderly people i n  
this country for generations to come. Let h im not throw 
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out that chal lenge u nless he is prepared to accept that 
debate, and I ,  Sir, am prepared at any t ime to undertake 
that debate. 

The question to the Min ister . . . 

Some Honourable Members: O h ,  oh !  

M r .  Speaker: O r d e r, p lease;  o r d e r, p lease . T h e  
H onourable Member for Churchi l l  has t h e  floor. 

Mr. Cowan: M r. Speaker, a l l  their heckl ing wi l l  not 
betray the fact that they have increased the deduct i ble 
to seniors . 

I ask the Minister responsible for Sen iors (Mr. Neufeld) 
if he wi l l  answer th is quest ion:  What cr iter ia was used 
by h is  d irectorate or h imself when determin ing the 
impact of this i ncrease in the Pharmacare deductible 
on seniors and on other individuals i n  this society who 
are on fixed incomes and who are unable to afford th is 
sort of arbitrary increase i n  what i s  already too meager 
an income? 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member's question is 
repeating in substance a q uestion which was previously 
asked and,  therefore, is out of order. The Honourable 
Member for Church i l l .  

Mr. Cowan: M r. Speaker, I wi l l  then ask the M i nister­
as he chooses not to answer that question,  I can only  
assume there were no  criteria used - is the M i nister 
responsib le for Sen iors prepared to l ive up  to h is  
responsibi l ity and to ca l l  upon -

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Government House 
Leader. 

Hon. James McCrae (Government House leader): 
I suggest abusing the Question Period by using h is  
q uestions as an opportunity to debate - i n  addit ion, he 
has alleged that there was no answer g iven by the 
M i nister responsible for Sen iors ( M r. Neufeld), which 
is absolutely not true-the Honourable Member for 
Churchi l l  ( M r. Cowan) k nows better than this k ind of 
behaviour and yet he conducts and carries on that way 
day after d ay in this H ouse . I suggest that he be called 
to order. 

Mr. Speaker: I have ruled that the Honourable Member 
is out of order, and I recogn ize the Honourable Member 
for Churchi l l .  

* ( 1 4 10)  

Mr. Cowan: M r. Speaker, I would  ask the Minister if  
he wi l l  l ive up to h is responsib i l ity to seniors and cal l  
upon the d irectorate to immediately undertake lull scale 
evaluation of the impact of th is increase in  Pharmacare 
deductible on the seniors in Manitoba. 

Wil l  he u ndertake that invest igat ion i mmediately and 
report back to the House, th is Legislature, as to the 
results of  that investigat ion? Further to that ,  I wou l d  
ask h im i f  he would impose upon t h e  M i nister o f  Health 
( M r. Orchard) and h is First M i n ister ( M r. Fi lmon) to ask 
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them to stop th is  i ncrease unt i l  such an evaluation has 
been done and he has had t ime to consult with seniors 
as to the i mpact of this on them. 

Mr. Neufeld: The concern for seniors, Mr. S peaker, is  
ongoing .  We wi l l ,  and are, at  al l  t imes, examin ing the 
effects on seniors of al l  legislation .  We wi l l ,  as  t ime 
goes on, d o  whatever is necessary to make the l i fe of 
our sen iors the best we can make it .  

Some Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Free Trade Agreement - Water 
Resources Protection 

Mr. John A ngus (St. Norbert): M r. Speaker, m y  
question is to t h e  First Min ister ( M r. Fi lmon) a n d  relates 
to the effects the Free Trade Agreement wi l l  have on 
Manitoban s .  

M r .  Speaker, we have seen t h e  federal Government 
respond to the protect ion of M anitoba waters, and this 
Government was not even aware there was a problem. 
My question relates to the $28 mi l l ion six-year program 
t h at h as been cost-sh ared b etween the federa l  
Government and the Province of  B.  C. over what is called 
the g reat "A."  

My q uestion is :  What assistance has the Premier 
been able to g ive the federal Government that will help 
negate the n e g at ive  i m pact  on free t ra d e  o n  
Manitobans? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): M r. Speaker, I am g lad 
that the Member for St . Norbert ( M r. Angus) has raised 
the issue of water in  the Free Trade Agreement. 

C lear ly, the M i n ister  responsible for Trade,  M r. 
Crosbie, has ind icated,  in introducing that legislat ion 
in the House of Commons, that it was not someth ing 
that was needed because water was not covered by 
the Free Trade Agreement. The fact of the matter is  
he put it in  because the fearmongers from the Liberal 
and New Democratic Parties were whipping up  the issue 
to such a publ ic  extent that he wanted to assure people 
that he had no d ifficulty in  putting forth that in the 
legislation because there was no fear of it. So i t  was 
not giving away anyth ing ,  it was not adding anyth ing 
to i t ;  it was just s imply restat ing what was already the 
case. 

But, Mr. Speaker, m ore to the point,  as a Liberal, I 
am sure he is aware that the concerns about water 
being used in the Free Trade Agreement are ones that 
were raised as a result of the Liberals in the past. 

I quote what John Turner said-they might know who 
John Turner is .  I do not know if their  Leader does, but 
I am sure some of the others know who John Turner 
is. He said in  1 968-in  fact , he wrote in  1 968 with 
respect to trade: "If someday we can agree to the 
sharing of th is conti nent 's  water by offering some of 
our water for export , we might want at that time to 
insist that if water is to be considered as a continental 
resource, markets shou ld  also be considered on the 
same basis. We might wish to export water not for 
money but in  return for access-



Wednesday, August 3, 1988 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh !  

Mr. Speaker: Order. Order, please. The Honourable 
Member for St. Norbert. 

Mr. Angus: l t  is surprising,  as a new Member to this 
Hou se, when I ask a d i rect q uestion i n  relation to the 
protection of Manitoban rights, I get rhetoric that is 
not appl icable. 

My question is: G iven that there may be large g roups 
of people that may be hurt by the Free Trade Agreement,  
what  act i o n  can  we expect to  p rotect t hese 
d isadvantaged g ro u p s  in M a n i t oba who may be 
adversely affected by free trade? 

Mr. Filmon: M r. Speaker, let u s  b eg i n  w i t h  t h e  
knowledge which probably has escaped t h e  Member 
for St. Norbert, and that is that every single emp irical 
stud y  of the Free Trade Agreement has ind icated that 
there wil l be increases i n  employment in  Canada, and 
particularly i n  Manitoba, somewhere between 1 2,000 
and 1 5,000 net new jobs in  Manitoba alone as a result 
of the Free Trade Agreement .  lt does not matter whether 
i t  is  the Economic Council  of Canada or the Canada 
West Foundation or the Government of Manitoba or 
the NDP Government's own study, they al l  show that 
we woul d  be a net benefactor i n  terms of net new jobs. 

I n  terms of the changes that might take place in the 
employment place where some jobs would be g ai ned 
and some would be perhaps lost along the way, the 
changes that would take place would be less, by  far, 
t h a n  t h e  n or m a l  c h a n g es t hat  take p l ace i n  t h e  
marketplace each a n d  every year, a small fraction of 
that normal change. So all of the programs that are 
set up in Canada for retrain ing between federal and 
provincial Govern ments cost share in i t iat ives to ensure 
that we are always retrain ing our people of our province 
f o r  t h e  new o p p o rt u n i t ies t h at t h ey face as t h e  
marketplace changes. Those programs w i l l  remain i n  
p lace a n d  they w i l l  benefit Manitobans i n  future. 

Mr. Angus: M r. Speaker, the First M inister of this 
province would d o  better if  he l istened to Manitobans 
instead of to the Prime M i nister. The Prime M i nister 
has said that this Free Trade Agreement is n ot a 
panacea. He has said that there are flaws in it and 
there are d isadvantaged g roups.  

What is this First M inister going to do for the people 
at McCains Foods, whose vice-president has ind icated 
that their plant is in  jeopardy? What is  he going to do 
for the people who are shipping grain and are worried 
about the lobbying groups that are trying to turn it 
down? What is he going to do about the people who 
are losing their subsidies to ship canola? What are you 
going to d o  for the people of Manitoba instead of just 
trumpeting the Brian Mu l roney song? 

Mr. Speaker: I would l i ke to caution al l  Members that 
a long question does seem to work in a long answer, 
so I would caution al l  Members. 

Mr. Filmon: The Member for St. Norbert ( M r. Angus) 
is not anymore knowledgeable about free trade than 
he was about pot holes when he was on City Counci l .  
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The reality of the situation is that every empirical 
analysis says that Manitoba has much to benefit .  Our 
farm community and every s ing le commodity group 
represented under the Keystone Agricultural Producers 
supports the Free Trade Agreement because they see 
expanded markets ,  expanded o p p o rt u n i t ies a n d  
economic benefits t o  the farm community. 

The people in the manufacturing sector see increased 
opportunit ies. In all areas of our economy, there are 
increased opportunities. As a result ,  I d o  not accept 
the premise that there are damaging aspects of the 
Free Trade Agreement .  There wi l l  be changes and shifts 
in the economy and those changes and shifts wil l  be 
addressed as a result of train ing programs that we 
have between the federal and provincial Governments 
to ensure that our work force is always trained to access 
the opportunities for j obs that occur in the marketplace 
as it changes from time to t ime, as it always was and 
wi l l  in  the future. 

Pharmacare Deductible Increase 
Criteria 

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (St. Johns): M r. Speaker, I ,  
too, have a question arising out  of  the  concern being 
exp ressed o n  th is  s ide of t h e  House for  t he 
announcement today of the increased Pharmacare 
deductible. My question is to the M in ister responsible 
for the Status of Women ( M rs. Oleson). 

G iven that the poorest members i n  our society are, 
by all statistical approaches, older women , senior citizen 
women , and given the fact that there are approximately 
1 32,000 fami l ies who are recipients of the Pharmacare 
deductible or participants in  this program, wil l  the 
Minister responsible for the Status of Women i nform 
Members of this House what analysis was done by the 
Women's Directorate i n  determin ing her input into th is 
most recent decision? 

What criteria were used by the M i nister responsible 
for the Status of Women and her staff for determin ing 
the impact of  these very s ignificant i ncreases on senior 
citizen women of this province and on single-parent 
fami l ies headed by women, M r. Speaker? 

Hon. Charlotte Oleson (Minister responsible for the 
Status of Women): Thank you to the Honourable 
Member for that quest ion.  The same criteria was used 
in  studying this as was used when the NDP Government 
increased Pharmacare deductibles. 

An Honourable Member: That is  r ight .  

Mr. Speaker: The t ime for Oral Questions has expi red . 

SPEAKER'S RULING 

Mr. Speaker: I have a ru l ing for the House. 

On July 27, the Honourable Member for Dauphin  
rose on a matter of privilege complain ing that two 
statements m ad e  by t he Hon o u rable M i n is ter  o f  
Highways a n d  Transportation on J u l y  2 6  cast aspersions 
upon h im.  
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The first statement related to the withdrawal by the 
Saskatchewan Government of funding for the Churchi l l  
Deve l opment  Board. On J u ly 27 ,  the Hon ou r a b l e  
M in ister withdrew this statement and apologized to  the 
House. That matter, I am sure, is therefore resolved to 
the complete satisfaction of  the House. 

I have reviewed most carefu l ly  the second statement 
regard ing the twinn ing of H ighway 75.  I have also 
examined with g reat care the various parliamentary 
authorities . 

What exists i n  this case, I bel ieve, is a d ispute over 
the facts relat ing to a part icular set of circumstances. 
Beauchesne (Citat ion 1 9( 1 )) and Maingot (pp. 1 90- 1 9 1 )  
both state that a d ispute between two Members over 
q uestions of fact does not constitute a val id q uestion 
of privi lege. A number of a l leged m atters of privi lege 
have been ru led out of order on these grounds by 
previous Speakers. 

This may be a suitable opportun i ty  to remind  a l l  
H on o u r a b l e  M e m bers t h at w h i l e  speak i n g  i t  i s  
u n par l iamentary to i mpute u nwort h y  m ot ives t o  a 
Member or to make a personal  charge against a 
Member. 

In rereading  the remarks of the H onourable M i n ister 
of H ighways and Transportation respecting the twinn ing 
of Highway 75, I note that he mentioned neither the 
Honourable M e m ber  for Dau p h i n  n or t h e  former  
M i nister o f  H ighways and Transportation. I therefore 
find i t  d ifficult  to accept that these remarks have cast 
aspersions upon the Honourable Member for Dauphin. 

With respect, I must inform the H ouse that the 
Honourable Member for Dauphin has failed to establ ish 
a prima facie case of privi lege. In my view, th is matter 
is  a d ispute over the facts. I must therefore ru le the 
Honourable Member's motion out of order as a matter 
of privilege. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. 

* ( 1 420) 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

Mr. Speaker: O n  t h e  p roposed m ot i on ol t h e  
Honourable Member for Lac du  Bonnet (Mr. Praznik) ,  
standing i n  the name of the Honourable M in ister of 
Health ( M r. Orchard), who has eight m inutes remain ing .  

The Honourable M i nister of  Heal th .  

Hon. Donald Orchard (Minister of Health): M r. 
Speaker, I want to take this opportun ity to c larify for 
Honourable Members of the House some of the rather 
inaccurate information that these people are putting 
on the record today on the Pharmacare deduct ib le.  

M r. Speaker, I want to tel l  honou rable M an itobans 
that on June 1 ,  1 986, the NDP, this G overnment that 
is crying wolf today, increased the deductible to senior 
c itizens by not 1 2  percent but by 28 percent. 
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Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh! 

Mr. Orchard: Then what d id they do on January 1 ,  
1 987? Six months l ater, they increased the deductible 
not by 1 2  percent but by 16 percent. 

Now, it is against every rule in th is House to describe 
Honourable Members as hypocrites, and I wil l  not do 
that, but tod ay was a demonstration of how two-faced 
any Party can be once they change sides of the House. 
Now all of a sudden , without consultation in  1 986 and 
1 987,  they raised the deduct ib le by 28 percent to 
seniors, 16 percent six months later without consultation 
to the seniors, without consultat ion to the Status of 
Women, and now they have the gal l  to stand here and 
say that we have done someth ing in error. 

My Lord , M r. Speaker, how low can they step,  how 
low can they grovel to try to pick up their fortunes with 
the people of Manitoba when a scant 22 percent of 
Manitobans voted and supported that incompetent 
g roup while they were in Government? I am sick and 
t i red of the hypocrisy. 

I s imply want to tel l  the people of Manitoba that there 
was no joy on our side of the H ouse in Treasury Board 
or myself  as M inister of Health to have to announce 
an $8 increase in  the deductible to seniors of Manitoba. 
There was no pleasure taken on my behalf or in Treasury 
Board or by Members of Cabinet to increase the 
deduct ible for Pharmacare by Manitobans by $20 per 
year for those under 65. 

I want to tel l  Manitobans that despite those increases 
in deduct ib les, the refund to Manitobans and the 
support provided by the Pharmacare program wil l  
increase this year despite the increase in  deduct i bles. 
The program wi l l  benefit Manitobans to a greater degree 
despite this increase in deductibles. 

If  my honourable friends  i n  G overnment had not l eft 
us with a $585-mi l l ion-a-year i nterest charge, we would  
have the  abi l ity not to raise deductibles. l t  was the  
outlandish squandering of the resources of  the  Province 
of Manitoba by six years of Howard Pawley and the 
incompetence of the Member for Brandon East (Mr. 
Evans), the incompetence of the Member for Concordia 
(Mr. Doer), the incompetence of the Member for Dauphin 
( M r. Plohman), and a l l  of t heir colleagues that left this 
province in such a dismal fiscal condition that a new 
Government, regardless of pol it ical stripes, had no 
option but to make some tough decisions. 

I want to tel l  honourable friends over here that, had 
t h e  M e m b e r  for B ran d on East l ooked after h is 
responsibi l ity as a Cabinet M inister and protected the 
taxpayers of the Province of Manitoba instead of raising 
the amount of interest payments outside of this province 
by $490 m i l l i on per  year in s i x  sh ort years of 
Government, we would  have resources to provide the 
speech therapy t h at was asked for today by the  
Opposition in  Health.  We would  have the  resources to  
rol l back and el iminate the deduct ib le in  Pharmacare 
if it was not for the squandering of that $490 mil l ion 
in extra interest costs that they have forced on every 
l iving breath ing Manitoba and generations yet u nborn. 
So do not come to th is House crying wolf. 

You peop l e  in G overn m e n t  increased sen ior 
deductibles by 28 percent on June 1, 1 986, and six 
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months later increased it by a further 16 percent, and 
you h ave the gal l  and the nerve to stand here and 
question a 12 percent i ncrease. After two years, where 
are you coming from and where is your decency and 
where are your pr inciples? 

I can assure you today that there will not be very 
many seni or citizens who are happy about having to 
pay $8 per year more for their  prescriptions. I can 
g uarantee you that. There are not going to be d roves 
of Manitobans coming and br inging accolades for 
i ncreasing their Pharmacare deductible by $20 per 
fami ly  in the Province of Manitoba, and I accept that. 
But when you are Government and you i nherit a bloody 
mess from the NDP i ncompetence, you have to make 
some tough decisions. We are prepared to make them 
and we stand by them. 

M r. Speaker, I s imply want to point out to you , in 
conclud ing  my remarks on the Throne Speech debate, 
that if one reads the Throne Speech debate, they wi l l  
fin d  a number of in i tiatives that are of benefit to 
Man itobans. I take exception to the Member for St . 
Johns (Ms.  Wasylycia-Leis) yesterday. The Member for 
St. Johns attempted to paint a picture of an u ncaring 
G overnment that was anti-women in the newly elected 
Progressive Conservative G overnment  u nder  t h e  
leadership o f  my Leader, the Member for Tuxedo ( M r. 
F i lmon) .  

I s imply want to tel l  M an itobans that i t  was the 
P rogressive Conservative Government that has now 
reversed a decision that was made by the N D P  to close 
the only women's treatment centre for women suffer ing 
from alcohol ic  problems i n  the Province of Manitoba. 
That is an in i tiat ive that was announced in  the Throne 
Speech .  We would  not tolerate that closing of the 
residential program that the N D P  were closing .  

* ( 1 430) 

I object to the Member for St . Johns (Ms.  Wasylycia­
Leis) pandering to this H ouse, saying we do not care 
about women and we do not care about women's issues, 
because she sat in Treasury Board where that decision 
to close River House was made by an NDP Government. 
We h ave -( In terjection)- my honourable friend,  the 
Leader of the Opposition ( M r. Doer), now says, "Oh,  
i t  was not us,  i t  was the AFM,  and we only provide 
funds to the AFM. Therefore, they cut i t  and i t  is al l 
the AFM's fault ." 

I want to tel l  you what we had to do. We had to 
increase the funds to  the AFM to reinstate that service 
at River H ouse to women with problems with alcohol 
and d rug abuse.  We d i d  that wi l l ingly, vol untari ly and 
g ladly because we care about women's issues, contrary 
to the phony issue put on the table by the Member for 
St . Johns and her d i rty d ozen col leagues. 

Enough of this sill i ness in this House from an NDP 
Government that received support from only 22 percent 
of Manitobans because of their fiscal mismanagement, 
their poor d i recti on in Government, their wretched 
management. Manitobans voted for a change and, as 
78 percent of them sai d ,  enough of the previous 
administration. Today, those same Manitobans are going 
to say, enough of th is si l l iness of saying we do not care 
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about women's issues and forget the Conservative 
Government and the s i l l iness that we do not care about 
senior cit izens because we have raised their yearly 
deductible by $8 a year. 

I reiterate and I c lose, had we not inherited $490 
mi l l ion per year additional interest charges alone from 
the previous mismanagement of the N DP, we would 
have money for all k inds of wonderfu l prog rams. Thank 
you . 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh ! 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for St . Norbert 
( M r. Angus). 

Order, p lease. I f  H onourable Members would l ike to 
carry on a private conversation , we do have rooms off 
to the side of the Chamber. I wish we would give the 
courtesy to the Honourable Member for St . Norbert in  
h is Throne Speech .  

T h e  Honourable Member for St . Norbert . 

Mr. John Angus (St. Norbert): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Let me beg in  by suggest ing that if there was less 
b l ame-sh i f t i ng  a n d  less f i nger-poi n t i n g  and  m ore 
positive programs in a Throne Speech that told the 
people of this province exactly how these guys were 
g oing to solve these problems, there might be an awful 
lot more respect from this side of the House on how 
they are going to do their job. There might be an awful 
lot more of us who are prepared to support their 
programs. 

M r. Speaker, let me begi n  by welcoming you to the 
office of Speaker. I applaud you in  your appointment. 
I am very respectful of your posit ion, and while I may 
get a tad anxious on occasion to make my points, i t  
is s imply the ambiance of the c lub that I have come 
to join and the leadership  that is being shown throug h  
example o n  how I should be handl ing myself. 

You , M r. Speaker, are one of the only  Conservatives 
who was k ind enough to sit d own with me and discuss 
with me what is happening in the House, what shou ld  
be happening in  the House, and h ow the House is to 
work i n  sp i te of  the fact that I also have a number of 
so-called friends on that side of the House. So, M r. 
Speaker, I am very pleased that you have risen to th is 
part icular level .  I am supportive of your posit ion and 
I am supportive of the i ndications you have given to 
try and br ing some respect, some decorum and some 
pol i teness t h roug h  t h e  u n usual  tact ic  of perhaps 
l istening .  

M r. Speaker, my compl iments to M r. Mark  M i nenko, 
my colleague as wel l ,  the Honourable Member for Seven 
Oaks, that guy over there. There are a number of people 
who I am requi red to thank. I feel very fortunate that 
I am here and there are people that I would l ike to 
acknowledge. 

The very first person I would l ike to acknowledge is 
the First Lady i n  my l ife, Jan is, who is  very supportive 
and very cooperative al l  the t ime. The whole time that 
I was runn ing ,  that I was pursuing th is career, she was 
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standing beside me and helping me accompl ish th is 
task . I am very appreciative of her and my ch i ldren,  
Col in  and Susan, who are very, very supportive and 
very helpful i n  bringing me t o  this part icular position .  

As wel l ,  the  constituents who voted me in ,  the  workers 
who helped me in  my campaign and al l  of the people 
who have cont inued to support me i n  my effort to bring 
responsible Government to the Province of Manitoba. 

I would  also l ike to thank my friend ,  Gerry Mercier. 
I th ink that it would  be very untoward if I d id  not 
acknowledge the contribut ion that he has made both 
to u niversity ward in the City of Winn ipeg as six years 
as a city counci l lor and 1 2  years of being a very 
successful ,  very popular, very h igh ly thought of M LA .  
Very early i n  the campaign ,  Mr. Mercier and I sat down 
and discussed the upcoming  campaign and we agreed 
in conclusion that we wou ld  let the people decide. I 
am very p leased that the people d id  decide because 
they did decide on my behalf and in my favour. But at 
t h e  same t i m e ,  we are a l l  very respectfu l of t h e  
contribution that M r. Mercier made . 

I would also suggest that the St. Norbert constituency 
is one that is un ique in the Province of Manitoba in 
t hat it has a number of qual ities that I th ink other 
communities would  desire. l t  has a Trappist M onastery 
that was founded some many decades ago and has 
been occupied in the St . N orbert area and has now 
been made an historical park by this Government . 

I am very proud of the tradit ion that is in that area 
and I can remember as a boy in St . Norbert when I 
was growing up that I used to go down there with my 
d ogs and be chased by the M onks because they did 
not l ike us harassin g  them and their  vows of si lence 
and solitude that they maintain in  that area on the 
banks of the La Salle River. 

Mr. Speaker, it is very important that I identify the 
fact that I l ived and g rew u p  in  St . Norbert , as my 
chi ldren d id ,  because I th ink  the community of St . 
N orbert h as an opportunity to hold itself up as a model 
community i n  this cou ntry of how Anglophones and 
Francophones can l ive together  as Canad i a n s ­
Canadians in  cooperation, Canadians who are prepared 
to work out their problems, to work together to solve 
their community efforts. They do not always agree. They 
sometimes do violently d isagree with each other's 
opinions, but they respect the right to make decisions 
collectively. I f  there is one th ing that I am very, very 
concerned about, it is documents l ike Meech Lake which 
are d ivisive and designed to  separate societies that 
h ave demonstrated in th is country that they can work 
t ogeth e r, t h at t h e y  c a n  g et a long  a n d  t h e y  c a n  
cooperate. 

There are some 26,000 people in  my area and I have 
represented their i nterest for 12 years before I came 
to  th is particular position . I n  this area of the City of 
Winnipeg, there is a golf course, a un iversity, a l ibrary, 
two g reat big parks in excess of 1 00 acres, and many 
other amenities including a h ospital . We have al l  of the 
t hings that a community requ i res and it is because 
people l i k e  myself and my predecessors a n d  t h e  
community a t  large have worked together cooperatively 
to bring these th ings to real ization . 
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(Mr. Deputy S peaker, M ark M i nenko, in the Chair . )  

I th ink it would be untoward of me not to acknowledge 
the development and the growth of the St . Norbert 
constituency. We started out with Fort Richmond where, 
as a youn g  boy, I used to ride horseback on M r. 
Hol land 's  ranch r ight where the community is now, 
where the Silverstone Arena is, when the river banks 
were not d eveloped and when the community was not 
there . 

I can wel l  remember the fact that there were five 
ind ividual and personable counci l lors in the old R . M .  
of Fort Garry led b y  t h e  M ayor, M r. Dick Wankl ing ,  who 
was a personal friend of mine. I can st i l l  remember 
Ariel Campeau from St . Norbert who took his time to 
visit with people, even young ch i ldren at hockey teams, 
and talked to them about various th ings .  

M r. Deputy Speaker, that  i s  rep rese n t a t i o n  by 
popularity and by population. We sti l l  have that to a 
d e g ree - re p rese n t a t i on by popu lar i ty. We h ave 
representat ion by individuals l ike myself who have been 
elected by a popular majority, by a majority who are 
prepared to support the th ings that I stand for and the 
things that I want to see done for this part icu lar 
province . 

lt d istresses me when I see the M in ister of Urban 
Affairs ( M r. Ducharme) reduce the representation by 
population in the whole of the City of Winn ipeg which 
u sed t o  be 1 36 i n d i v i d u a l  elected c ou n c i l l ors 
represe n t i n g  t h e i r  i nterests . I k n ow t h a t  ot her  
communities that are smaller than  my ward have a 
n u m be r  of p e o p l e  w h o  are prepared - i n  t h e  
municipalit ies around t h e  province-to l isten a n d  talk 
to and stand on their record with the people . If they 
do not do their job, they are turfed out.  I f  they do their 
job, they are re-elected;  but to see them wil ly-n i l ly 
without any consultat ion with the City of Winn ipeg, with 
the stroke of a popul ist pen try to reduce the number 
of counci l lors who are going to represent the interest 
of the people of the City of Winn ipeg,  d istresses me. 
lt d istresses me that they are taking that form of an 
att itude . 

* ( 1 440) 

I a p p rec i ate M r . Orchard ' s  lect u re on f isca l  
responsibi l ity. I respect what he has said and I recognize 
that it is not an easy set of circumstances that t hey 
have been left wit h .  I am sure that they are going to 
be working d i l igently and continual ly to try and rectify 
the problems as they see they shou ld  be rectified . 

lt a lso d ist resses me when the  Throne Speech 
ind icates the amalgamation of departments and the 
destruction of people i n  their jobs. I am concerned that 
that is not the only way to solve the fiscal problems 
that this province has, that there are other opportunities 
which are avai lable. 

I am encouraged by the M inister of Health (Mr. 
Orchard) when he suggests to me that we can, as 
i n d iv i d u a l s ,  p r ov i d e  suggest ions  t o  h i m .  I a m  
encouraged that he ind icates openness a n d  that h e  
wants to communicate with us a n d  he wants to hear 
our ideas. But it  is very d ifficult when,  as fi rst elected 
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to  this H ouse, I find myself in a position of being many, 
many weeks wondering what is going on,  trying to f ind 
out what the role of a cr i t ic is in  this Government.  

When I f inal ly have to confess to the M inister in  a 
publ ic  forum that a l l  I want is what any ordinary sales 
person would get if he happened to say to an ind ividual 
Min ister, "Tel l  me, what does your department d o ? " ­
n o  m ore, no  less - 1  d o  not want h im to g ive me any 
secrets of Cabinet privilege. I do not want h im to discuss 
with me those decision-making th ings that they are 
go ing to be involved in because they have to hang their  
hat on those opportunities. I would  l ike the courtesy 
of being made aware of what is going on in their 
departments, what can be happening.  

l t  appears to me that the Rules of the H ouse are an 
embarrassment, that they are "stick it to them, try to 
catch them off guard . "  I wil l  g ive you perfect examples 
of the lack of cooperation, the lack of l istening and the 
lack of u nderstand ing .  When I stand up to ask a 
legitimate question of whether or not water is something 
that we should be concerned about, I do not get specific 
answers. When I hear rhetoric that evades the answers, 
when all I want to know is, on behalf of Manitobans, 
whether or  not we as Manitobans have concern i n  th is 
province about the protection of our r ights u nder free 
trade;  whether we are going to lose our rights to control 
our water; whether we are going to l ose our rights to 
determine the prices of our hydro products; whether 
we are actuall y  going to be forced to set up blood 
banks; whether we want to or not, to commercial ize 
and sel l  blood -those are concerns that I have.  

As a newcomer, I would hope that I would be able 
to get new blood from the Conservatives that would 
g ive us information,  g ive us answers, g ive us d i rect ion ,  
because I th ink that is what the people of Man itoba 
want. They force us into framing our questions in such 
a way that they d o  not have specific answers, that they 
cannot g ive us the details that we want. 

I am a free t rader, M r. Deputy Speaker. I am a 
businessman. For most of my l ife, I have been a straight 
c o m m iss ioned salesman and I am st i l l  a s t ra ight  
c o m m iss ioned sa lesman . I am rewarded i n  d i rect 
proport ion to my abi l ity to produce. I f  I produce on 
behalf of the people that I represent,  if I look after their  
n eeds, if  I express their concerns adequately i n  th is 
House, then I wi l l  be rewarded by being able to continue 
in this position .  I have been al l  my l ife on that edge 
of a business-oriented relationship with my income. I 
resent the fact that they suggest that I am anti free 
t rade. 

Q u i t e  f ran k l y, t here  are a l ot of t h i n g s  in t h i s  
agreement that are worth while. There are a lot o f  things 
that are very positive and a lot of things that are very 
d esirable. I do not want to be one of those people i n  
Opposition w h o  is cast into a role o f  negatively criticizing 
the Government in  every aspect of everyth ing they do. 
Bel ieve i t  or not,  I do want to cooperate, I d o  want to 
try and gel along, I do want to suggest to them i n  a 
positive fashion that there are i mprovements they can 
make, but they are not taking that posit ion.  They are 
putting the interests of a federal Party, the interest of 
an  election trumpet by their Prime M i nister, Brian 
Mulroney, or the Prime Minister of Canada, ahead of 
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the interests of Manitobans. That d isturbs me. l t  does 
d isturb me. 

I think that we should be interested . I think we should 
be interested enough to say wait a minute, hear my 
questions, please pay attention to what I am saying.  
You do not have to defend Br ian Mu l roney to me.  His 
arguments on free trade wi l l  be fought at a d i fferent 
level .  l t  will be fought in  the Senate or it wi l l  be fought 
on the streets of Canada i n  an election process. 

By God,  if there is the possibi l i ty that an ind ividual 
wil l be able to, because of the lack of preparedness 
of the M in ister of Health (Mr. Orchard ), because of the 
unawareness of the Minister of Health, because of the 
unconcern of the Min ister of Health, because he wil l  
not take t ime to l isten to what it is we, as Opposit ion, 
are  t ry i n g  t o  say to  him abo u t  the possibi l i ty of 
ind ividuals going into a particular American medical 
institut ion and sel l ing a pint of blood for their $5 or 
their $ 1 0, if he wants to do that, then let h im do it as 
a conscious decision. 

If  he wants to not do that, then let h im say I do not 
want that i n  the Province of Manitoba because I do 
not want that in the Province of Manitoba. lt has nothing 
to  do w i th  whether  Ottawa p asses a free t rade 
agreement or  not .  l t  has to d o  with the  qual ity of  l ife 
that we demand and desire as Manitobans. I wish that 
t h e  H on o u rable M i n ister  of Hea l t h ,  who is s o  
encouraging to us t o  contribute posit ive ideas, would 
pay attention to what we are trying to say and not just 
ignore us and walk away. 

lt becomes frustrat ing ,  but I can learn to p lay the 
game if they insist on that. I would rather not sink to 
that level . I would rather work i n  cooperative basis. I 
would  rather see us work cooperatively to get a fai r 
price from a company l ike ManOil  if we are going to 
sel l  i t .  I would rather see you say to me, "What ideas 
do you have, the Member for St. Norbert?"  I would 
rather see them come across and say, " H ow can we 
work together?" ,  rather than defending al l  the t ime,  
u njustly, not  even being prepared to l isten . l t  just is  
very, very frustrat ing.  

I th ink that we find that there is a certain degree of 
i nterest in  being fiscal ly responsible. lt seems to be a 
catch word. I am reminded of budget ing constraints 
that we have tried to enforce in  the City of Winnipeg. 
I am going to avoid such cl iches as penny-wise and 
pound fool ish. I am going to tel l  you that I believe in 
fiscal responsibi l ity. I bel ieve i n  managing your House 
i n  a fashion that you can afford.  

I th ink that the people in  Manitoba are agreeing with 
my description of a Liberal ph ilosophy. My  description 
is that those people who genuinely need help l ike the 
elderly, l ike the infirmed , l ike the mental ly i l l ,  l ike the 
physically hand icapped , d isadvantaged people of that 
nature,  I am prepared to help them. I am prepared to 
i nvest our tax dol lars i n  he lp ing those people because 
that is the type of society that I want to l ive in. But  
those people who are prepared to he lp  themselves and 
those people who can help themselves and those people 
who want to excel by their own specific and ind ividual  
effort , by God, let them d o  it !  I do not swing as far to  
the  left as  my colleagues on th is  s ide  of the H ouse. I 
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do not bel ieve in a crad le-to-grave l og ic  of looking after 
them -those guys on that s ide over there-over t here, 
Reg. Pay attention,  eh! I do n ot go that far, but I do 
n ot swing back as far as these ind ividuals across the 
Chamber, M r. Deputy Speaker, because they go too 
far. 

My arguments at the city and in this election campaign 
to the people were very, very straightforward . For six 
years, I was i n  the city and elected and represented 
my area whi le Premier Pawley and his Government ran 
th is province . They were very, very good on their social 
programs and they were very, very short on their 
business ski l ls . I said ,  for six years, I represented this 
area under Sterl ing Lyon and for six years they were 
very, very good on their business ski l ls ,  but they d id  
i t  at  the expense of  people and they did it at  the expense 
of social  programs .  

The people of St. Norbert agreed wi th  me when I 
said to them that t here must be room in the middle 
for some common sense, p ractical appl ication where 
we can make decisions that wi l l  help people as much 
as we possibly can and yet not penal ize them with 
th ings l ike the payrol l  tax, and not have disincentives, 
and not automatical ly  run to the taxation wel l  every 
t ime we bel ieve that we have got to solve a problem 
and try to shift the blame onto somebody else . Stand 
u p  and be accountable and say this is what we stand 
for, th is is what we are going to do, and if you have 
a better idea, come and talk to us about i t .  I, for one, 
am prepared to l isten to them . 

I would  l ike to close my remarks by pledging to this 
House and to my colleagues and to the constituents 
of my area something that I read many, many years 
ago that affected me and I h ave always remembered 
it. Whenever I felt in  need of some pick-me-ups, I have 
been able to recal l th is part icular expression . The 
expression goes l ike this:  "I i ntend to pass through 
this world but once; any k indness I can show to my 
fellow creatu re, let  me do it  now; let  me not defer it 
or  neglect i t ,  for I may not pass this way again ."  

I i ntend to apply myself d i l igently on behalf of  my 
people, to work as hard as I can in  their best i nterests, 
as cooperatively as I can with this Government and/ 
or with any other level of Government as long as t hey 
are prepared to share with me. But if they close the 
door on me, if they do not want to hear my ideas, if 
they just want to bel ittle me as an ind ividual and belitt le 
the 26,000 people who I represent,  I am not going to 
stand for  that . I am sure my col leagues wi l l  not stand 
for that.  

We are for g ood Government . We are for supporting 
th is particular Government, but I th ink  being prepared 
to sit here and support should not be misconstrued 
as a vote of confidence . I do not have the confidence 
in  this Government that they can do the job. I do not 
h ave the confidence that they can do the job that they 
th ink they can do.  I do not have confidence based on 
the few short weeks that they h ave been in power, but 
I am prepared to g ive them a chance. But please, send 
them a message if  you can. Let them know that we 
are standing for good Government and that is what 
we are going to support . That is what I am going to 
support, and that is what my col leagues wi l l  support . 
Thank you .  
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* ( 1 450) 

Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchil l): As is customary i n  th is 
Legislature, I wou ld  l i ke to begi n  my comments today 
by offering to the Speaker my congratulat ions on h is 
elect ion to the h ighest posit ion i n  th is  Chamber. That 
wi l l  require a great deal of patience, understanding and 
f irm gu idance on the part of the Speaker. l t  is a task 
which I am certain the Speaker wil l exercise with both 
fairness and responsibi l ity. 

lt wi l l  not be an easy task for the Speaker; nor, M r. 
Deputy Speaker, wi l l  it be an easy task for yourself 
when you occupy that Chair or when you occupy the 
Chair i n  the centre of the room here when we are 
d iscussing Est imates d ur ing the Committee of Supply, 
for t here are some very strong ly  held beliefs in this 
Chamber and emot ion i n  th is Chamber quite often runs 
h igh as the debate is undertaken and we d iscuss issues 
that are not only important to us as individuals but 
issues that are important to us as legislators and 
representatives of the d ifferent constituencies across 
th is province. So the debate that is going to take p lace 
can somet i mes lead to d i fferent  stages of , as 
Beauchesne states it ,  heat and confusion . 

However, I have every confidence that the Speaker 
and yourself, M r. Deputy Speaker, will attempt to fulf i l !  
those responsib i l i t ies to ensure that those debates are 
conducted in the most orderly fashion possible, in  a 
fair and responsible manner. 

This is my fourth opportunity to participate in  the 
first Throne Speech of a newly elected Legislature. Four 
t imes I have been elected to represent the interests of 
those who l ive, work and raise their fami l ies in  the 
Churchi l l  constituency. I am appreciative and thankful 
for their cont inu ing support over the past decade and 
then some.  Further to that, I am humbled by the 
responsib i l ity which they have entrusted with me on 
those four separate occasions. 

This debate i n  reply to the Throne Speech provides 
a u n i qu e  opport u n i ty  to recon f i r m  my persona l  
dedication and my personal commitment and that of 
my Party, the New Democratic Party Opposit ion,  to 
work with a l l  Northerners in  helping them, in  helping 
a l l  of us bu i ld  a stronger North ,  and, by bui ld ing a 
stronger North ,  we are in fact bu i ld ing a stronger 
province and a stronger country. 

lt is both i nterest ing and enl ightening that at a t ime 
when vot i n g  pat terns  across the prov i n c e  were 
undergoing some d ramatic changes-and some very 
surprising shifts, I might add -that northern Manitoba 
did not desert the New Democratic  Party. That loyalty 
to the New Democratic Party did not just happen.  No, 
that loyalty to the NDP is there because the N D P  has 
been loyal to the North .  We have never broken faith 
with northern Manitoba, and that is why this last election 
was so part icularly humbl ing for, at a time when it was 
very obvious that we wou ld  not form the Government 
to electorate a l l  across th is province and in  part icular 
to  electorate i n  northern Manitoba, the North, northern 
Manitoba itself sent five N D P  M LAs to this Legislature 
to protect their interests and to speak loudly and to 
f ight hard for those th ings that they as Northerners 
value most . 
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Northerners in all northern electoral constituencies 
showed that faith in the New Democratic Party at the 
t ime of that election . They demand no more out of that 
fai th  than that which the rest of the province enjoys . 
At the same t ime, they expect no less than that which 
the rest of the province enjoys, and they wi l l  accept 
no less than that which the rest of the province enjoys . 
N o rt h erners  want  o n l y  t h e  same opport u n i t y  to  
participate i n  bui ld ing a better province and stronger 
communities i n  which they can l ive and work and raise 
their fami l ies, the same opportun ity as is avai lable to 
al l  other Manitobans. 

What are some of the specific th ings that Northerners 
would like to see us, we as legislators, address on their 
beha l f?  Northerners want the chance to work at 
meaningfu l ,  productive jobs . No matter what community 
you travel into i n  northern Manitoba, whether i t  be Red 
Sucker Lake, a community which I have enjoyed visit ing 
on n umerous occasions and the home of my colleague, 
the Member for Rupertsland (Mr. H arper); or whether 
i t  be Brochet or Lac Brochet or Shamattawa or Tadoule 
Lake or Granvi l le Lake or South Ind ian Lake or Split 
Lak e  o r  York Lan d i n g ,  a l l  com m u n i t ies in m y  
constituency; o r  whether i t  b e  Churchi l l  o r  Gi l lam, Lyn n  
Lak e ,  Leaf R a p i d s ,  S u n d a n c e ,  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
communit ies i n  t h e  Churchi l l  constituency, Northerners 
i n  a l l  those communit ies have as their main priority the 
same th ing and that is the opportunity to work at 
productive jobs . 

They  want  t h e i r  fa i r  s h a re of j o b s  at H yd ro 
construction sites and it does not matter whether they 
come from Red Sucker Lake or Tadoule Lake or 
Churchil l . They would l ike to have the opportun ity to 
participate in bui ld ing our vast h yd ro potential in 
northern Manitoba . That maybe is one of the reasons 
w h y  they  sent  five nor thern  M LAs back  to t h e  
Legislature a s  New Democrats. They were real ly q uite 
upset when the Conservatives said that they were not 
i n  favour of preferential h ir ing clauses for northern 
Natives, which they said very clearly i n  this House during 
the Sessions previous. 

I understood what that mean t .  That meant that if 
t here were construction projects ongoing in northern 
M anitoba and if  there was a Conservative Government, 
there would be far less l ikely a chance that t here would 
be preferential hir ing clauses i n  the contracts that would 
ensure them nothing  more but nothing  less than a fair 
share of the jobs on Hydro construction sites . They 
also know that those jobs and the opportunity that they 
represent for Northerners al l  across the province, and 
for Southerners as wel l ,  would  d isappear if H ydro 
construction is stopped . 

That is why t hey were alarmed when the Liberal 
Leader (Mrs. Carstairs) refers to the Limestone project 
as " Lemonstone" and when she says that she would 
stop Hydro construction in  northern Manitoba. The 
Member for Arthur  (Mr. Downey) is saying that is  what 
she said ,  and she was also crit ical of McKenzie Seeds, 
jobs for friends .  The Liberal Leader agrees that yes, 
in fact , that is what she d id say because it is a matter 
of the record . Very clearly, and I can remember the 
chagrin in  the demeanour of the Liberal candidate in 
the Church i l l  constituency when it was reported that 
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h i s  leader-the Liberal  Leader - had stood u p  i n  
Thompson and said that i f  a Liberal Government were 
elected , they would stop Hydro construction and were 
so critical of the ongoing Hydro construction that they 
termed it " Lemonstone . "  

Now I know that t h e  Conservatives have n o t  real ly 
been any g reat fans of H yd ro projects such as 
Limestone .  

Hon. Edward Connery (Minister of labour; 
Environment, Workplace and Health): I f  they are 
profitable, you had better believe it . 

Mr. Cowan: The M in ister of Labour and Environment 
(Mr. Connery) says if  they are profitable, they wou ld  
be supportive and I th ink if that is the case then we 
wil l  f ind their support coming on stream very quickly 
because those are going to be, and they are, in fact , 
very profitable projects . 

* ( 1 500) 

But the fact is that even with their skepticism and 
their cynicism which has stopped them from proceeding 
with Hydro construction projects i n  the past, they have 
never demeaned existing projects to the extent that 
the Liberal Leader did during the election when she 
called the Limestone project " Lemonstone ."  

Of  course, the Northerners also know fu l l  we l l  and 
they remember q uite wel l  what happened u nder the 
Lyon Conservatives when Limestone construction was 
not in existence, when the construction project was 
stopped for four long years, and even the community 
of Sundance was shut down and mothbal led . So t hey 
are not going to forget very soon what a Conservative 
Government  means to hydro p rojects i n  northern 
Manitoba. 

What is concerning them now is the fact t hat the 
newly appointed chairperson of the board for Hydro 
is again taking that same anti-development posit ion 
when i t  comes to  H yd ro construct i o n  in northern 
Manitoba . He is saying the same th ings that were said 
under the Lyon administration when the Limestone 
project was shut down for those four long years . What 
concerns them is not only h is  words alone but the 
encouragement that he has gotten in  the past and I 
imagine wi l l  continue to get from the Liberals i n  respect 
to criticism and the mothbal l ing of H ydro projects i n  
northern Manitoba . 

Not only do Northerners want to be able to work i n  
their own communities, t h e y  want to be able t o  work 
in productive jobs, bui lding better communities through 
their own efforts, and that is what I believe to be unfair 
and arbitrary cutbacks in northern projects u nder the 
M a n i toba  Com m u n i t y  P l aces Program and so 
depressed northern Manitobans . 

Once again ,  it is obvious that with the Conservatives 
in Government, there will be cutbacks in  services, 
programs and opportunities in northern Manitoba that 
go far beyond what cutbacks take place in  other parts 
of the province . If  there was a region of this province 
that was particularly hurt during the Lyon administration, 
i t  was northern Manitoba . 
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G iven the facts that we h ave a l l  seen presented in  
th is  Chamber to date  respecting the recent cutbacks 
in the Manitoba Community P laces Program, it is 
obvious that if there is a region that has been hurt 
m ore than others by those cutbacks it is northern 
M anitoba . So it is the same old story once again .  Once 
again ,  it is obvious that the Conservatives wi l l  continue 
that tradit ion of cutt ing  back those prog rams, services 
and opportunities for N ortherners. 

I wou l d  not fin d  that quite so depressing,  M r. Deputy 
Speaker, i f  in fact I felt that the Liberal Opposit ion, the 
Official Opposition -

Mr. Harry Enns (Lakeside): Her M ajesty's Official 
Opposition.  

Mr. Cowan: Yes, indeed . The Member for Lakeside, 
who is the Dean of this Leg islature,  says. Her Majesty's 
Loyal Opposition . I n  this case, I th ink  they are being  
a b i t  too loyal to the Government when they, too, say 
that if  they were in power they wou ld  cut back the Jobs 
Fund ,  they would  cut back job creation programs, and 
they would  undertake the same sort of regressive 
actions which the Conservative Government has already 
started with its cutbacks on the Manitoba Commun ity 
P laces Program . As a matter of fact , I recal l very 
d istinctly the Liberal Leader (Mrs .  Carstairs), previous 
to and during the last election campaign ,  saying that 
she would  cut back on the J obs Fund if not e l iminate 
it  total ly, cut back on Jobs Fund projects .  

The Manitoba Community Places Program is  only 
one of the many programs in northern Manitoba that 
had provided opportunit ies for Northerners to work in 
t h e i r  own c om m u n i t ies ,  to b u i l d  t h ose st ronger  
communities . Quite frankly, t hey value that  prog ram 
very dearly. They d o  not want to see those sorts of 
programs el iminated , reduced or cut bac k .  As a matter 
of fact, g iven their choice, they would want to see those 
types of programs increased because there is a crying 
need in northern Manitoba for productive jobs and for 
h e l p  to c om m u n i t ies to b u i l d  t h ose stron g e r  
communities. 

Northerners also want to be able to exercise more 
control  over t h e i r  own d e st i n y. They w a n t  se l f­
Government to be more than just a long sought  after 
goal or some theoretical in it iat ive that never takes root 
in real ity. They want to be able to shape their own 
future through  greater control of their own communities 
and greater control over the land that they have 
inhabited for centuries upon centuries . That is why they 
were so d i sappo inted  w h e n  t h e  P r e m ier of t h e  
C onservat ive G ove r n m e n t  betrayed h i s  own 
u nderstand ing  of th is issue and h is own understanding 
of the aspirations of aborig ina l  people by paying l ip 
service to self-Government at a t ime when the concept 
of self-Government required support right across this 
country. In paying l ip  service to that concept, he d id  
little more than mouth the l ines of Premier Vander Zalm, 
P remier Getty and Premier Devine in  saying that th is  
G ove r n m e n t ,  h is  G ove r n m e n t ,  the Conservat ive 
Government, cannot support self-Government u nt il it 
can be more ful ly defined . 

We know that has been the crit icism that those three 
Premiers, which I mentioned previously, all Conservative 
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or Conservative-think ing  Premiers, have used on every 
occasion when they wanted to stal l the constitut ional 
talks which could have resu lted in  g reater levels of self­
control for Native people and aborig i nal  people. 

Aboriginal  people deserve respect for their aboriginal 
rig hts  a n d  for t h e i r  a s p i rat io n s .  They d eserve 
acknowledgment of t hose aboriginal r ights and they 
go beyond hunting ,  fishing and trapping ;  but those are 
the three areas that are foremost i n  the minds of 
aboriginal people and Governments when they sit down 
at the constitutional  tables . For that reason , they are 
priorities . They also demand respect for what they are 
as productive members of Canadian society and the 
values that they bring to a l l  of us .  

T h at i s  w h y  they  were s h oc k e d  and extremely  
d i s i l l u sioned when t h ey heard the  L i bera l  Leader  
stereotype al l  Native people by blaming Native t ime 
when Nat ive leaders i n  Norway House were not on hand 
to meet her. What did she say at that time? I think it 
is important to put on the record her com ments when 
she was upset dur ing the latter part of the campaign 
after she took a trip i nto N orway House and the Native 
leaders that she thought were supposed to meet her 
were not there. She said ,  and I quote, "We never know 
if we wi l l  get two people or 20 and they always get the 
t ime wrong . "  

Now what does that tel l  you about t h e  attitude of 
the Liberal Leader- and I expect she speaks on behalf 
of her Party - i n  respect to Native values? l t  tel ls me 
that either t hey do n ot have a very good u nderstand ing 
of Native values or  that they do not have very much 
respect for Native values . I n  that one short statement 
she betrayed a complete misunderstand ing of northern 
circumstances and, I bel ieve, an unacceptable lack of 
respect for a l l  N at ive peop le .  l t  was not I alone who 
bel ieved that to be the case, because if you look at 
what Native people said in response to that statement, 
t h ey felt t oo t h at she had bet rayed a lack  of 
understanding and respect for their values . 

lt is important to note that this incident involving the 
Liberal Leader took place the very same day that 
Conservatives in one of their  campaign f l ights were 
mimicking Native accents in front of a media on a 
northern flight .  The individual who did that, I understand 
has  been a p p o i n t e d  to a h i g he r  p os i t ion  in t h e  
Government now, fol lowing that i ncident, b u t  I do not 
think it is connected . 

* ( 1 5 10 )  

Northerners, beyond wanting respect for their values, 
for their culture, for their  aspirations and their g oals, 
want to be able to access the same Government 
programs and services that are avai lable to other 
Manitobans in their home communities . That is why 
the previous Government,  the New Democratic Party 
Government, when i t  had the opportunity put i n  p lace 
so many special programs such as the Air Ambu lance 
Prog ram, the Special  Access Educational Programs or 

training programs at community levels, and the list goes 
on and on .  We did that because we know that in order 
for those programs to be most effective, they have to 
address the needs of the individuals that they are 
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designed to serve. They can best address those needs 
in  so many instances at the community level . 

T h at i s  n ot t o  say that  every prog ram c a n  be 
i m p lemented in  a dece n t ra l ized m a n ner  at the 
community level ,  but i t  is to say that  when reviewing 
programs and considering activities, one should take 
into considerat ion those values and those aspirations 
and those goals, and wherever possible go out of their 
way to the extent possible to define program parameters 
and to set up the framework of those programs in such 
a way so as they can be accessed at the community 
level .  

That is why Northerners are really quite apprehensive 
about the fixation and the fiscal that dominates the 
Conservat ive p h i l os o p h y. - ( I n te rj ec t i o n )- The 
Conservative Members from their seat are saying " No, 
it d oes not ." I th ink ,  i f  they look very clearly at the 
record to date and the actions that they have taken, 
and if they look at the actions that they have not taken 
and the activities that they h ave not undertaken , then 
it becomes very clear very quickly that they are, in  fact , 
fixated on the fiscal .  They are going to put fiscal 
concerns ahead of al l  else.- ( In terjection)- The Member 
for Arthur (Mr. Downey) says those are only my thoughts. 
He is half right, those are certain ly my thoughts; but 
he is wrong when he says those are only my thoughts 
because when I talk to N ortherners, when I talk to 
people who have the most to lose if a Government 
betrays their confidence, they tel l  me that they are 
apprehensive, they are frightened, they are scared, g iven 
past experience, as to what could happen under this 
Government. 

What this Government has been saying since i t  has 
been elected is  giving no  confidence to them that they 
wi l l  do anyth ing other than retreat to that regressive 
r ight-wing reactionary restraint-minded mentality. So 
it is not on ly my thoughts, but it is the thoughts of 
hundreds of thousands of M anitobans across this 
province. 

They have seen the result of that r ight-wing mentality 
from 1 977 to 1 98 1 .  A lot of Members i n  th is H ouse 
today were not in this House at that t ime, but I th ink  
they saw from the ir  particular vantage po int  the impact 
of acute protracted restraint  on the entire province, 
but perhaps they did not see as wel l  the impact of 
acute p rotracted restra i n t  a n d  t h e  C o n servat ive 
m e n t a l i t y  in  n o r t h e r n  M an i t o b a ,  because i t  was 
d evastating .  l t  set the North back for decades. 

When we assumed power in 1 98 1 ,  our first job, our 
f irst responsibi l i ty was just to spend the first number 
of months and perhaps even years u ndoing the damage 
t h at h ad been d o n e  in f o u r  s h o rt years u n d e r  a 
Conservative Government. Quite frankly, we do not want 
this Government to have four years to be able to impose 
that  same sort of d evastat ion  a n d  d estruct ion  i n  
n orthern Manitoba s o  that w e  will have t o  spend that 
much t ime when we again regain power and assume 
responsib i l ity for programs and for policies i n  northern 
Manitoba. 

While some i n  th is room may not remember those 
hard t imes in the North ,  northern M anitobans remember 

275 

those hard t imes. They see al l  the same signs of a 
resurgence of acute protracted restraint start to show 
through the smi l ing facade of the Premier (Mr. Fi lmon) 
and the Conservative Government as they stand i n  this 
House to answer questions, as they attend meetings 
and as they go to p ress conferences. 

But what they find even more d isconcert ing is that 
the Liberals in  this Chamber, to quote one legislative 
reporter, are and I quote: " . . .  out r ight-winging the 
Conservatives. "  That is what was said, and I now know 
why we sit in  this particular section in  the Legislature 
because, if the Conservatives and the L iberals sat 
together, one would be unable to tell the d i fference 
between the two and there would be sort of an osmosis. 
I think they would just sort of melt over into this and 
they would melt over into this,  because I know that 
there are some Members on this side who are more 
left-wing th ink ing,  not more left wing, than some of the 
Members on this side, and I k now that there are some 
Liberals, and the Leader included on many issues, are 
more right-wing-minded than some of the Members on 
that side. 

Mr. Harry Enns (Lakeside): But Jay, they tend to wear 
red ties. Just check, even bow t ies. See, most of them 
wear red ties. That is how you can tell us apart. They 
wear red ties. 

Mr. Cowan: The Member for Lakeside (Mr. Enns) has 
told me that the reason that we can tell them apart is 
that the Liberals wear red t ies and the Conservatives 
wear . . .  

Mr. Enns: . . . a few of us have a few red spots. 

Mr. Cowan: The Member for Lakeside (Mr. Enns) now 
tells me, and points to h is own tie, that a few of the 
Liberals have a few red spots i n  their own ties. I wonder 
if there is any significance in  that. However, time will 
tel l .  

They f ind  d isconcert ing that r ight-wing approach of 
the Liberals. The L iberals are opposed to Limestone. 
The Liberals are opposed to the Jobs Fund .  When we 
bring up an important environmental issue in this 
Chamber, what do the Liberals do? They consult with 
Hudson Bay Min ing  and Smelt ing and then they take 
the side of the Conservatives. I think it was an important 
comment that should be repeated when our Leader, 
in walk ing by one of the Liberal Members in the hal l ,  
said to h i m ,  you defend Dow Chemical. That is exactly 
what the Liberals are doing.  When they had a choice 
to make, and there are al l  sorts of t imes that we have 
to make choices i n  th is Chamber, they chose to side 
with the Liberals, with the Conservatives-see even I 
get the two confused when speaking-on a major 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e .  There was no d i fference 
whatsoever. 

The L iberals d u r i n g  the e lect ion suggested t hat 
hospital patients could pay for meals, toothpaste and 
other incidentals, non-essentials. These are the types 
of comments that ,  q uite frankly, define what the Liberal 
Party is in  Manitoba and encourage those who want 
to take a hard look at what the Liberals are to make 
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the statements such as they are out-right-wing ing the 
Conservatives, because in  fact they are. 

What particularly bothered me was the Liberals' 
decision to vote with the Conservatives against a motion 
for an emergency debate on the Port of Church i l l .  That 
brings us to the issue of th is  year's  sh ipping season 
for Churchi l l .  I want to focus on that issue for a bit ,  
because I bel ieve the way by which the G overnment 
has dealt with this crisis-and it is a crisis-and the 
way by which the Liberals have responded to our efforts 
to force the Conservative Government to act more 
aggressively in  support of the port is i l lustrative of a 
lack of comm itment to the Port of Churchi l l  specifical ly 
and to the North in  general. 

(The Acting Speaker, Ed Helwer, i n  the Chair. )  

Firstly, t h e  issue before us goes far beyond t h i s  year's 
shipping season,  and I think the Member for Arthur  
( M r. Downey)  a n d  t h e  M i n ister  of  H ig hways and 
Transportation ( M r. Driedger) wi l l  agree that  is the case. 
Let there be no doubt about it. There are some very 
powerful i nterests at work against the Port of Churchi l l .  
They have been at  work  against the  Port  of  Churchi l l  
for a very long t ime and they wi l l  use every opportunity, 
every occasion, every chance that they get to degrade, 
to denigrate and to d im in ish the i mpact of the Port of 
Churchi l l  i n  the overall shipping industry i n  the country. 
That is  a h istorical fact, and I do not th ink anyone in  
this Chamber would deny i t .  I k now the Member for 
Lakeside ( M r. Enns) would certainly agree with it and 
I th ink other Members woul d  agree with i t .  

(Mr. Deputy Speaker, Mark M i nenko, i n  the Chair. )  

W h i l e  t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  m ost  of  t h e  t i m e  i s  a n  
u ndercurrent, from t i m e  t o  t ime, it r ises to t h e  surface 
such as the t ime the Conservative, Jack M u rta, said 
very clearly that the Port of Churchi l l  is a luxury that 
we cannot afford.  That undercurrent in that particular 
instance was rather obvious, that there are those who 
are opposed to the Port of Churchi l l  and who wi l l  speak 
out against the Port of Church i l l .  We have to bear that 
i n  mind when we review the situat ion that confronts 
us today. 

A second consideration, if no grain is shipped through 
Churchi l l  th is year, i t  wi l l  be that much harder to get 
g rain shipped out of the port next year. I looked at the 
Minister of Highways and Transportat ion ( M r. Driedger) 
for confirmation of that, because I think with a nod of 
his head he can say that wi l l  be the case. In fact , that 
wi l l  be the case. 

The excuse that is being used for not shipping grain 
out of the Port of Churchi l l  this year, and it is an excuse, 
is  that the drought is  having an i mpact on the abi l ity 
to ship grain to and through that part icular port. Wel l ,  
Churchi l l  works off of last year's gra in shipments 
h istorical ly. Last year was a banner year for grain 
exports, a record year for grain exports in  this country. 
So if Churchi l l  is working off of last year's sh ipments 
i n  most instances and last year was a record year, there 
should be no problem in  finding grain to ship through 
the Port of Churchi l l  th is year, so that excuse d oes not 
wash at al l .  

* ( 1 520) 
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That is why I was somewhat surprised when the 
M i n ister of Northern Affai rs ( M r. Downey) from his seat , 
when I introduced the emergency resolut ion,  came 
forward with that excuse by way of aside comment. lt 
just d oes not make logical sense. I look to  my friend 
over t here ,  who i s  very wel l versed in l og ic ,  for 
confirmation of that. I f  in  fact it works off of last year, 
if last year was a banner year, then there should be 
no problem f inding grain for Churchi l l  in  th is  particular 
year. But if i n  fact it  does work off of last year's 
shipments or the previous year's  sh ipments and this 
year is a d rought year and the shipments are d own, 
then next year it wi l l  be more d ifficult to f ind grain for 
the Port of Church i l l .  So if we do not have a shipping 
season th is year, we are really talk ing ,  u nfortunately 
so, about the extreme l ikel ihood of not having grain 
to ship th rough the Port of Churchi l l  next year. 

What that tells me, M r. Deputy Speaker, is that we 
are in fact facing the potential beginn ing of the end 
for the Port of Churchi l l .  If you do not have grain shipped 
out of that port for two years and there are powerful 
interests at work , then in fact we wi l l  have a situation 
where it wi l l  be n igh on impossible to get that port 
started again .  

N o w  I hear t h e  Member for Arthur ( M r. Downey), and 
I am going to digress for one moment. M r. Deputy 
Speaker, can you tell me approximately how much t ime 
I have left? 

An Honourable Member: Unl imited t ime. 

Mr. Cowan: Those who are saying they wi l l  g ive me 
un l imited time have not heard me speak in  this H ouse 
before.- ( Interjection)- Some of you have. 

I am sorry, M r. Deputy Speaker, cou ld  you advise me 
as to how much time I have? 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The Honourable Member has 1 0  
m inutes. 

Mr. Cowan: Ten minutes. Then I wi l l  digress very briefly. 

The Member for Arthur (Mr. Downey) is very prone 
to cast suggestions across the floor either from his feet 
or from his seat that, when in Government, we d id  not 
do  m uch for the Port of Church i l l .  He ignores the Port 
of Churchil l  Development Agreement, he ignores the 
Hydro l ine in  Church i l l ,  he ignores the d redging ,  he 
ignores the new tug, he ignores all sorts of activit ies 
which took place. Let h im do that because those, whi le 
substantive, really could not be said as having sole 
i mpact on the Port of Church i l l .  There is only one 
statistic that one could use to determine whether or 
not the port was far i n g  better u n d e r  one set of  
c i rcumstances of t h at part icu lar  Gove r n m e n t  as 
opposed to another Government. 

(Mr. Speaker in  the Chair. )  

Quite fortunately, w e  have t h e  statistics available t o  
us !or the amount o f  grain which was shipped for export 
t h r o u g h  t h e  Por t  of  C h u rc h i l l  u n der  t h e  Lyon 
admin istrat ion,  1 978 shipping year to 1 981  shipping 
year, and the amount of grain which was sh ipped under 
the New Democrat ic Party administration from 1 982 
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on. In the Lyon years, on average, 460,000 tonnes were 
shipped through the Port of Church i l l  on average on 
an annual basis. As a matter of fact , one year under 
their administrat ion,  there was the lowest tonnage 
shipped out of the Port of Churchi l l  since 1 955, and 
that was only 380,000 tonnes. 

Under the N D P  administrat ion,  the last number of 
years, the six years, the annual average was 527,000 
tonnes. So in fact, there was more shipment of grain 
on an export basis in  the Port of Churchi l l  on an annual 
basis u nder the New Democratic Party admin istration 
than there was u nder the Conservative administrat ion.  
That is the one criter ia that is definit ive. How much 
grain goes t h rough the port? 

What I am afraid is  that what is at stake here today 
is the future of the Port of Churchi l l ,  and t ime is fast 
runn ing out.  We are approaching the point of no return 
for this year's  shipping season. The fact is that there 
has been no grain shipped to the port this year, and 
that is u nprecedented . I have talked to ind ivi duals in  
the Port of  Church i l l ,  I have talked to individuals in  the 
com m u nity, and none of them can remember a t ime 
when the elevators were not ful l  or nearly ful l  at th is 
point i n  t ime i n  the shipping season. None of them can 
remember a time when i t  was not fu l l  in J u ly. 

The fact is that there are about 1 0,000 tonnes sitt ing 
there n ow, less than one ship ,  much less than one ship, 
and there are n o  shipments being contemplated right 
now for the Port of Churchi l l- none whatsoever. In every 
other year for at least the last 10 and probably far 
beyond that, grain has been shipped to the Port of 
Chu rchi l l  by the end of J uly. As well ,  there are no ships 
currently scheduled for the port. Again ,  th is  is  highly 
unusual and I look to the M i nister of H ighways and 
Transportation ( M r. Driedger) whom I th ink  i s  trying 
very hard to make certain that there is a shipping season 
in Churchi l l  th is year. I talk to h im about it every day 
and he tel ls me he is attempting and making contact 
and pushing and prodd ing every day, and I believe that 
to be the case. 

But ,  as a matter of fact , i n  four out of the past 1 0  
years, sh ips would have already arrived in  the Port of 
Chu rchi l l  by August 3 - i n  four out of the last 1 0  years. 
In no case during those few years has a first ship arrived 
at a port any later than August 14 .  That is how close 
we are at the t ime running out. Because remember, 
th is situat ion is growing even more serious and even 
more extremely urgent d ay by day because it takes 
considerable lead time to arrange grain shipments and 
ship arrivals at any port. Churchi l l  is  no except ion, we 
need action now. 

As a matter of fact , we should have had that action 
a few weeks ago.  That is  why the New Democratic 
Party  O p p o s i t i o n  p u t  forward the m o t i o n  for an 
emergency debate and an ai l-Party delegat ion to t ravel 
to Ottawa to lobby the federal Conservative G overnment 
and its agencies such as C N R  and the Wheat Board 
to ensure that there was a shipping season at the Port 
of Churchi l l  today. 

You should also know, M r. Speaker, several hours 
before I introduced that motion in this Legislature,  I 
sent a copy of that m otion to the Conservative House 
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Leader and to the Liberal H ouse Leader and a letter. 
In that letter, I asked for their support of the motion 
and I asked them to call me if they wanted to discuss 
the motion . Did they cal l ?  No. Did they take up  the 
offer to work together? No. What did they do? 

While the Li berals built up  arguments as to how to 
explain why it was, they were vot ing against the Port 
of Church i l l  emergency resolution and immediately put 
together  a rat her  t ra n s parent  P r i vate Mem bers '  
Resolut ion.  Now I want you  to know, M r. Speaker, that 
I am p repared t o  s u pport  t h e  ear l iest poss i b l e  
consideration o f  that Private Members' Resolut ion.  I 
do not th ink it is a perfect resolut ion; it may even be 
that we want to amend it to make it better. But I do 
th ink it is i mportant that we work together to the extent 
possible just as we had the opportunity to work together 
the other day to make certain that time does not run 
out on the Port  of Churchi l l .  

Wel l ,  that  resolut ion wi l l  not  hide the fact that when 
they had the chance to stand up and support the Port 
of Churchi l l  resolution in  this Legislature, they chose 
instead to stand up in  support of the Conservatives 
against our resolut ion. 

Later i n  the  ha l lways, the Li beral  Leader ( M rs .  
Carstairs) explained their fai lure to support t h e  port b y  
saying that she tends to side with voting with t h e  
Speaker, which means voting against t h e  emergency 
debate unless it is truly an emergency. When the Liberal 
Leader sat in  th is H ouse for three Sessions or at least 
two-and-a-half or a portion thereof, there were eight 
separate votes on emergency debates in  which she 
participated -eight separate votes. Six t imes she voted 
against the Speaker and with the Conservatives. She 
is shaking her head, no. 

So in  1 986, 1 987 and 1 988,  she voted against the 
Speaker 75 percent of the t ime;  now she is voting with 
the Speaker 1 00 percent of the t ime. What is even 
more interest ing is what she had to say when she d i d  
participate in  emergency debates, because n o t  only 
d id  she vote against the Speaker and in  favour of the 
emergency debates, when the emergency debates were 
held she participated in them. 

* ( 1 530) 

The one I want to reference coincidentally is an 
emergency debate about grain shipments. At  that t ime, 
the emergency debate which was ruled out of order 
by the S peaker - M r. Speaker, you should know that ­
was proceeded with because as Government H ouse 
Leader, I ,  on behalf of the Government, gave unanimous 
consent on our Party. Al l  our Members gave unanimous 
consent, as d id the Liberal Leader of the day, as did 
the Conservatives, for the debate to proceed even 
although it had been ruled out of order. So with that 
unanimous consent, people began speaking and lo and 
behold , the Leader of the Liberal Party at that t ime 
was one of  these speakers. 

The issue of the day was a grain hand lers strike at 
Thunder Bay, and during that debate the Leader of the 
Liberals (Mrs. Carstairs) made a number of interest ing 
comments. Firstly, she sa id that she would l ike to see 
the workers leg islated back to work .  Yes,  she said that 
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in her comments. But that is a bit of an aside. Secondly. 
and what is more important, there are two other 
statements she made at that time that are appl icable 
to the Churchi l l  situat ion.  In the first instance, she 
criticized the Government of the Day, which was the 
NDP G overnment, for not approaching the Conservative 
critic or  herself, to put together a common position 
that cou ld  be sent to Ottawa on  behalf of the Legislature 
to try to put an end to the g rain hand lers strike. 

That is exactly what I had tried to do in my emergency 
resolut ion.  I called for an al l-Party delegat ion,  an al l ­
Party d e l e g at i o n  t h at i n c l u d e d  al l  Par t ies  in t h i s  
leg i s l at u r e ,  as wel l  as  r e p resentat ives of  o t h e r  
interested groups outside o f  th is  legislature. I sent a 
letter to the H ouse leaders of the other caucuses 
previous to the introduction of that resolut ion asking 
for their support. So not only d id  we recommend an 
al l  Party non-partisan delegation,  we also approached 
them for their support before we went ahead with the 
resolut ion. But even more importantly, what she said 
at that time, which is  a bit  of contradiction to what she 
is  saying now, is, "What m atters is that grain is  not 
being loaded onto ships." 

So the l i bera ls  want an e m e rg e n cy d e b at e ,  
participate i n  an emergency debate when there is g rain 
not being loaded in  Thunder Bay, but when there is 
grain not being loaded i n  Church i l l ,  they deny the 
opportun ity for that debate to take place, and t hey say 
-( Interjection)- I am sorry, perhaps the liberal leader 
( M rs. Carstairs) would  care to make that comment 
agai n .  

Mr. Speaker: T h e  Honourable Member's t i m e  has 
expired. 

Mr. James Carr (Fort Rouge): M .  le  president, je 
voudrais me joindre a tous ceux qui  vous ont presents 
leurs felicitations. la charge que vous occupez est le 
sym b o l e  de la f iere  t r a d i t i o n  de democrat ie  
parlementaire. Je su is  siir  que  votre sens de !a justice, 
votre intelligence et la loyaute dont vous avez fait preuve 
a l 'egard de notre patrimoine pol it ique inspiront aux 
membres de cette assemblee le  sens de la  d ignite de 
leurs fonctions. 

(Translation) 

M r. Speaker, I woul d  l ike to jo in a l l  t hose who have 
extended their congratulations to you. Your  position 
sym bo l izes t h e  p r o u d  t r a d i t i o n  of  p a r l i am e nt a ry 
democracy in our province. I am confident that your 
sense of fairness, your intel l igence and the loyalty you 
have demonstrated to our pol it ical heritage wil l inspire 
i n  the Members of th is Assembly a sense of d ign ity in  
the i r  duties. 

May I also congratu late my colleague, the Member 
for Seven Oaks ( M r. M i nenko), on h is election to the 
posi t i o n  of  Deputy Speaker. We k now that h i s  
performance o f  those i mportant duties wi l l  b e  bolstered 
by his sense of fair play and to a l low competing points 
of view. 

There are many people I would l i ke thank on such 
an i mportant day for me. At the top of the l ist are my 
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wife and ch i ldren ,  who have coped so well through a 
chaotic period i n  fami ly  l ife. They know that fami ly 
always comes f irst .  And to al l  those volunteers, who 
sacrificed their  own family l ives to help dur ing the 
campaign ,  to them I say, the victory is yours. As al l  
Members of th is  Chamber k now so wel l ,  it is the energy 
and the dedicat ion of all those friends and supporters 
which makes pol it ics excit ing and reward ing.  The debt 
we owe to those men and women is the promise of 
service and of i ntegrity. 

lt is with g reat pride and a sense of partnersh ip t hat 
I take a seat in th is  Chamber beside my leader. She 
is  a person with g reat strength and good courage. Her 
example inspires a l l  of us in the liberal caucus, and 
we k n ow t h at her i n t e l l i gence,  determ i n at i o n  and  
integrity w i l l  lead us down the path of  history, the path 
leads to take the fi rst woman in Canadian history into 
the Premier's Office. 

M uch has been said about the inexperience of our 
caucus. l t  is true we have l i t t le experience with this 
forum of legislative debate. We wi l l  have to work harder 
than more experienced Members to learn the Rules of 
the H ouse. But let me say this,  M r. Speaker, there is 
no caucus more energetic, more dedicated to p ublic 
service, more reflective of our community or  more 
prepared for new chal lenges than the men and women 
who make up the Official Opposition in  th is legislature. 

I take this traditional opportunity to thank the people 
of Fort Rouge for their vote of confidence. I know ful l  
well that t h e  transfer o f  trust from t h e  people to t heir 
e lected r e p resentat ives i s  t h e  l i feb lood  of  o u r  
democratic system. W e  serve t h e m  only s o  l o n g  a s  we 
serve them wel l .  M ore experienced Members of th is 
House know better than I that any betrayal of that t rust 
undermines our legit imacy as politicians, and leads only 
to a speedy resumption to private l ife. 

As I look around th is  Chamber, I see many fami l iar 
faces and some old friends. May I make special mention 
of the M over of the Throne Speech , the Honourable 
Member for lac d u  Bonnet (Mr. Praznik) ,  whose wife 
along with mine and many others in  this Chamber, wi l l  
g ive birth l ikely during the course of th is legislative 
Session.  I am pleased to sit in th is  House with h i m  and 
I wish him wel l .  

Members may know that I spent many years as  a 
journalist, writ ing about pol itics, and in some cases 
writ ing about them. Through those associations I made 
m a n y  f r i e n d s ,  m ost of w h o m  never a l l owed t h e  
momentary tensions that come u p  between pol it icians 
and journalists to break the bond of col legial ity. l t  is 
my hope, Mr. Speaker, that the cut and thrust of partisan 
debate will not erode the mutual respect that bui lds 
over months and years. 

As an example, my relationship with the First M in ister 
( M r. Fi !mon) goes back many years, and as some 
Members l ikely know, I ran against h im i n  the election 
of 1 986. I ran hard and I lost, but I l ived to fight another 
day. I can remem ber the people of Tuxedo who said 
to me that it was very difficult to vote against the Leader 
of the Opposit ion.  I can also remember them saying 
that he was rather good at  it . We are confident that 
nostalgia wi l l  set in very soon and the First M i n ister 
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wil l  be restored to the chair he fou n d  so comfortable,  
r ight here beside me in  th is Chamber. 

But  we should take noth ing  for granted for my 
honourable friend,  the  Member for Concordia, may have 
his own designs on this chair. I take particular p leasure 
in  representing the constituency of Fort Rouge. There 
i s  a fine tradit ion estab l ished by Liberals who have 
served the constituency so wel l .  M ay I mention June 
Westbury and the H onourable Uoyd Axworthy, both of  
whom understood the needs of the i r  constituents. They 
have set an example that I will strive to equal . M ay I 
also wish my predecessor wel l ,  Roland Penner. He is 
a man of principle and dedicat ion,  and whi le we do 
not share a pol it ical vision,  I know that students of the 
law wi l l  benefit from his keen mind and breadth of 
knowledge. 

Fort Rouge is a very special place. The name itself 
is deeply rooted in our province's history, dating back 
to the t ravels of La Verendrye i n  the late 1 8th Century. 
Sadly, M r. Speaker, it is a name which may be l ost i n  
t h e  shuffle i f  t h e  proposed new boundaries take effect.  
Indeed the b i rthplace of western Canada at the forks 
of the Red and Assin iboine Rivers is the eastern 
boundary of the constituency. The trag ic  neglect of our  
rivers is one of the shameful legacies of succeeding 
governments. The vast potential of these rivers, the i r  
potential and source of recreation for  our people has 
been lost and squandered by short-sightedness. 

* ( 1 540) 

This G overnment's determination to revital ize The 
Forks m ust not be seen as an end in itself, but rather 
i t  i s  only the beginn ing of a commitment, long overdue 
to return our rivers to the people. Just a short strol l  
from The Forks is the corner of Portage and Main ,  
which is sti l l  the symbol of our industrial development 
as a province, renowned for the powerful winds which 
whist le out of the north. The corner is now blocked off 
to pedestrian traffic, M r. Speaker, a decision which h as 
deprived Winn ipegers and visitors al ike from one of 
l ife's memorable moments during the heart of the Prairie 
winter. Fort Rouge is also home for the most recent 
example of urban revital izat ion i n  Winn ipeg. The North 
Portage development has replaced the physical decay 
of our d owntown with new structures and a br ight new 
look, but let us not fool ourselves, M r. Speaker. The 
ugly and u ncomfortable real ity of human m isery and 
degradation has not been altered . l t  has been s imply 
m oved to a less v is ib le p lace. We must not be content 
with the strategy for u rban renewal which only rents 
bul ldozers and construction cranes. The people who 
have been displaced by so-called progress, the poor 
and the homeless, deserve equal opportunity to better 
themselves and their fami l ies. 

Train ing and jobs are what these people need, a sense 
of hope to displace the despair which accompanies the 
vicious cycle of poverty which is passed on from 
generat ion to generat ion.  This Government must never 
forget those among us who, through the accidents of 
birth and circumstance, struggle to maintain their d ignity 
and their sense of worth .  

The m ost excit ing moments of the  elect ion campaign 
for me were t h o se v is i ts  t o  the Cent ra l  P a r k  
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neighbourhood . Here dur ing the course of an evening 
I met men, women and ch i ldren from a l l  over the world ;  
from Ch i le  and  El Salvador, the  Phi l ippines and  Vietnam, 
Poland and Russia, Hungary and N icaragua, Hong Kong 
and Ethiopia. l t  is d ifficult to find words that do justice 
to the excitement and vitality these people bring to 
their adopted land .  They are here because they have 
the power to see opportunity and to see hope. In many 
cases they left behind persecution and poverty to take 
a chance in a country whose languages they do not 
speak, whose culture they do not understand and whose 
cl imate t hey could scarcely imagine. But remarkably, 
t ime and t ime again ,  the human spirit overcomes 
i mpossible odds and prevails. This is the story of our 
province and of our country. 

H ow many of us in th is Chamber can t race their roots 
in  Canada back to Confederat ion? I th ink  only a very 
few. The rest of us though are citizenship  to a pioneering 
spirit so present in our parents and grandparents which 
combined with an open and free society to bui ld a 
country which thrives on its diversity. The immigrant 
experience is fresh in the minds of many M an itobans. 
Those of us who have been here awhi le  ought never 
to forget the challenges which our forefathers met and 
overcame. 

Mult icultural ism is not only food and dr ink ,  costume 
and dance, although these elements of culture are 
i mportant .  M u lt icultural ism, to have any meaning at al l ,  
is a respect for d i fference, the tolerance for d iversity 
and a commitment to equal ity of opportunity. l t  is 
regrettable that the Throne Speech offers only platitudes 
on this subject. 

I would like to make one other point ,  and perhaps 
I am well posit ioned to make it. Our pol itical system 
is deeply rooted in the British parl iamentary t radition . 
The genius of our institutions has evolved from the 
mother of parl iaments in  Westm inster, and I have a 
deep and an abiding respect for the legacy of freedom 
and democracy we i nherit from the Brit ish. 

Fort Rouge is also home to the world famous Royal 
Win n i peg Bal let .  The excel lent  partnersh i p  forged 
between the publ ic and the private sectors has made 
it possible for this first-rate dance company to move 
into a state of the art faci l ity. Whi le the RWB may be 
our  most renowned cultural organizat ion ,  it is only one 
of many accomplished artistic groups i n  our p rovince. 
lt has often been said that Winn ipeg boasts a richer 
and broader cultural l i fe than any city of comparable 
size i n  the world ,  and our good fortune should never 
be taken for granted . We, in the Liberal Party, will not 
sit qu ietly by if this Government reduces its commitment 
to our province's cultural growth.  

M ay I say that the former Government d id  rather 
better in this regard than in  many other areas of publ ic  
policy. M istakes were made and opportunit ies were lost. 
We m ust pay more attent ion to developing cultural 
opportun it ies outside the City of Winn ipeg ; we also, 
with al l  their rhetoric, that Government neglected grass­
root incentives in small  towns and vi l lages of M anitoba. 
So too d id  it overlook the potential  created by huge 
windfall profits generated by the gambl ing habits of 
M anitobans. Lottery revenues are n ow used to finance 
t h e  o n g o i n g  operat i o n s  of  c u l t u ra l  a n d  sport i n g  
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organizations. This pol icy is  contrary to the original 
purpose established for gaming monies, namely to fund 
capital in itiatives and one-t ime projects. 

I hope the Honourable Minister of Culture, Recreation 
and Heritage (Mrs. M itchelson)  wi l l  have a look at some 
of the innovative ideas which are orig inat ing from this 
side of the H ouse and the L iberal Party, including the 
concept of establ ishing endowment funds which could 
be matched by contributions from the private sector 
so that Manitobans may enjoy a more secure funding 
base for its cultural and sport ing l ife. 

Mr. Speaker, Members may be interested to know 
that I spent five years playing the oboe in the Winn ipeg 
Symphony Orchestra. N ow if that is not a first in pol it ics 
in Manitoba, I woul d  l i ke to hear about it .  lt is often 
said that an oboe is an ill wind that nobody blows good . 
I hope H onourable Members wi l l  f ind other ways of 
d escribing my own performance in th is House. 

Fort Rouge may best be known for the Osborne 
Vil lage-! wi l l  have a chance to deal with the Member 
for Arthur (Mr. Downey) later in  my remarks. lt is here 
where s m a l l  b u s i n esses c o n t r i b u t e  so m u c h  to 
community l ife. These risk-taking entrepreneurs are the 
backbone of our economy. We often pay lip service to 
the small business sector and then proceed to drown 
proprietors in red tape and bureaucratic bafflegab.  Let 
me say that the Liberal Party believes in free enterprise, 
and we wi l l  support in it iatives to remove unnecessary 
o bstacles to growth and development. The Osborne 
Vil lage is  wel l  served by active and effective community 
g roups which add so much to neighbourhood l ife. During 
th is year's Canada Day celebrations, the constituency 
was al ive with excitement. Raft races down the river, 
g ames for the chi ldren,  l ive music for everyone are on ly 
a sample of the two-day festival organized and managed 
by residents and shop owners. 

Fort Rouge includes all of downtown Winnipeg. Living 
d owntown has not been in  vogue for decades but at 
l ast some progress is being made. I might add that 
there is a local issue brewing right now which relates 
to the temporary closure of Assin iboine Avenue just 
behind this very bui lding. I wi l l  not go into detail because 
I have already d iscussed the matter with the M i nister 
of Government Services (Mr. Driedger). I am confident 
he wil l  take the necessary steps to ensure that residents 
and businesspeople will be widely consulted before any 
permanent position or proposals are in place. 

I suppose, in  a way, I am the M LA who represents 
the Legislature, for this bui ld ing too is i n  the Fort Rouge 
const i tuency. When my fr iend and col leag ue ,  the  
Member for Osborne (Mr. Alcock), and I were in  Ottawa 
some weeks back,  Members of Parliament told us that 
t h is Legislature was the finest in the country. I agree, 
M r. Speaker. Not only is the bui lding itself architecturally 
splendid but so is the h istory and tradition of what has 
transpired with in  its walls. 

M a n i t o b a  has a lways been a l i n c h p i n  of 
Confederation. The turmoil of 1 870 which led to the 
creation of Manitoba as a province exposed the raw 
nerves of our nationhood which are sti l l  with us today. 
The co-existence between English and French-speaking 
C a n a d i a n s ,  t he r i g h t  to  educate c h i l d re n  i n  

280 

denominational schools, and the treatment of our Native 
people were and remain imposing chal lenges. 

I would  like to address some issues raised in  the 
Speech from the Throne. In  a general way, I can toss 
one compliment across the floor. This speech is better 
written then the dreadful examples offered by the former 
Government. My col league, the Member for Sturgeon 
Creek ( M rs. Yeo), made reference in  her excel lent 
speech to some u niversity graduates who have trouble 
communicating effectively. The former NDP Government 
had problems with the English language, at least when 
it came to composing Throne Speeches. Thankful ly, 
this Government's fi rst attempt is a l itt le better. 

* ( 1 550) 

Speeches of th is k ind are known for their vagueness 
and their generalities, and this one is no different.  We 
have no sense of priority. Is it to cut the deficit? Is it 
to reduce taxes, or is to maintain social programs? 
T h i s  G over n m e n t  i n tends t o  do everyt h i n g  a n d  
presumably a t  t h e  same time. M i nisters have chosen 
to hide behind the upcoming Budget when asked 
pointed questions by Members from this side of the 
H ouse. The Minister of Finance (Mr. Manness) had better 
be a magician, M r. Speaker, because the expectations 
raised in  the Throne Speech wi l l  not be forgotten by 
people, who are cynical of pol it icians d ragging rabbits 
from a hat. 

But more specifical ly, the Government has promised 
to make Crown corporations more accountable. l t  has 
decided to order Crown corporations, such as the 
M a n i t o b a  P u b l i c  I ns u rance C o r p o rat i o n ,  to  seek 
approval for  rate increases from the Publ ic Uti l ities 
Board . Now that is a good thing,  M r. Speaker, but we 
d o  not yet know who has the final say. Is it the P U B  
or is i t  t h e  Government? 

Since my Leader assigned to me the responsib i l ity 
for M PIC in  our caucus, not a single day has gone by 
without a letter or a phone call complaining about M PlC. 
lt is not the rate structure alone that is irking the pub l ic, 
though the former Government's mishand l ing of that 
issue certainly does not help. lt is the sense that the 
corporation has lost sight of the fact that it is there to 
serve the publ ic .  The new Min ister wil l not be able to 
point h is finger at the NDP forever. He wi l l  have to 
accept res p o ns i b i l i ty  and ret u r n  order a n d  
accountabi l ity to a Crown corporation which has lost 
t h e  conf idence of t h e  peo p l e .  He can beg i n  by 
a n n o u n c i n g  t o  t h i s  H ou se w h o  h as been c h osen 
president. We have waited long enough.  Let h im end 
the suspense. 

On the General Insurance side, the Min ister has yet 
to determine whether or not that d ivision serves a social 
purpose unavai lable from the private sector. We wi l l  
be watching closely. We wi l l  ask what the cost wi l l  be 
if this Government takes the decision to wind d own 
the General I nsurance Division.  

Mr. Speaker, I would l i ke to make mention of a vital 
sector within our province which has been virtual ly 
ignored by the Throne Speech.  Manitoba's u n iversit ies 
have been fal l i ng  behind during the past several years, 
and the neglect is beginning to show. The physical plants 
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on our campuses are deteriorating at an alarming rate. 
Leaky roofs remain u npatched; l ibraries cannot afford 
new books; student services are in d readful shape, and 
scient if ic and laboratory equ ipment are becom ing  
obsolete. Astonishingly, the  Throne Speech is silent on  
the whole q uestion of  u niversity financing,  and  the 
i mportant post-secondary role which Manitoba plays 
i n  a society which relies more and more heavi ly on 
exploding knowledge and technology. 

There are creative ways of forging partnerships 
between the publ ic and the private sector to help 
universities broaden their base of f inancial support. We 
see nothing i n  the Throne Speech about the role of 
the Universities Grants Commission,  and nothing about 
the necessity of ensuring access to all qual ified students. 

We hope that the M inister of Education (Mr. Derkach) 
is alert to the pending crisis in  our post-secondary 
system. We are anxious to help h im sort through the 
complex problems which demand innovative solutions. 

I wou l d  l i k e  to  t u r n  m y  att ent ion  t o  t h e  1 98 7  
Const i t u t i ona l  Acco r d .  I d o  n o t  t h i n k  i t  i s  a n  
exaggeration t o  say that this i s  the most i mportant 
resolution to be introduced in  this Legislature in  my 
l ifetime. The nation's Constitution is its basic law. 
Institutions are shaped and national objectives are 
defined . Const itut ions are l iv ing i nstruments.  They 
evolve over t ime as nations develop and progress. The 
M eech Lake Accord, which this Government intends 
to present before us, represents a radical change in 
the way we define ourselves as a nation, and it deserves 
t h e  c losest scrut iny  f rom every M e m be r  of t h i s  
Legislature. 

M r. Speaker, let me first make a comment on the 
way this Accord came to pass. I do not want to q uestion 
motive here. I believe that the Prime Minister's objective 
of gaining Quebec's signature on the Constitution was 
sincere and wel l-intentioned. There is not a single 
Member of this Legislature who d isagrees with that 
noble purpose. What cannot be denied is this.  This 
agreement was reached in  the middle of the night by 
1 1  exhausted men without consultation with advisors 
and without consultation with the publ ic.  During the 
course of that fateful night, the Prime Minister of Canada 
bargained away a vision of this country that goes back 
to Sir John A.  Macdonald. 

We are not talking about a Liberal vision or a Trudeau 
vision or a plank in a Party's electoral platform. We 
are talking about a Canada governed by a strong central 
Government assuring min imum standards of publ ic 
service from coast to coast, a Canada with strong 
provinces which reflect the d iversity of a huge land 
mass which stretches, as my Leader said ,  from sea to 
sea to sea. What happened at Meech Lake and then 
at the Langevin Block was that the Prime M i n ister of 
Canada gave everything Quebec wanted and then some, 
and then gave it to all the other provinces too-some 
deal , when one side g ives the other everything it asks 
for. We know who was speaking for Ontario at that 
meeting. We know who was speaking for Saskatchewan. 
We know who was speaking for Alberta, but who was 
speaking for Canada? 

I am not going to get into describ ing al l  of the 
Accord's weaknesses in this speech. There will be plenty 
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of time for that at the publ ic hearings and in this House. 
But I am going to review some of the fau lts which are 
of particular concern to Manitobans. 

The first and most serious is the amending formula 
which puts this country in  a constitutional strait-jacket 
from which it can never escape. All 10 provinces must 
agree with the Parliament of Canada before a long l ist 
of constitutional amendments can be made. I ncluded 
in this l ist are the powers and method of selecting 
Senators. Now we are not al l  of the same mind in  this 
House about the future of the Senate. Some of us want 
to see it elected . Others, like my friends in the New 
Democratic Party, want to see it abolished. Sti l l  others 
want it substantially reformed, but who among us wants 
it to stay the way it is, an antiquated Chamber with a 
ful l  range of legislat ive powers but without the electoral 
authority to use any of them effectively. 

There is a movement in western Canada that is 
gathering strength. lt is  a movement to make the Senate 
elected , equal and effective. Where was Grant Devine 
when the chance for Senate reform was tossed out of 
the window at the Langevin Block? And where was 
Don Getty when he had his h istoric opportunity for 
Senate reform? Where was Bi l l  Vander Zalm? Where 
was Howard Pawley, who wants to abolish the place? 

I would l ike to remind Members opposite that it was 
the Liberal Party of Canada, guided by its Manitoba 
delegation, which passed a resolution cal l ing for an 
elected Senate at its pol icy convention held in  the fall 
of 1 986. We, on the Liberal side of this House, intend 
to present posit ive and specific proposals for Senate 
reform in this Legislature. 

M. le president, nous sommes d ' accord avec ceux 
qui ont longuement fait ressorti r  ! ' importance qu ' i l  y 
avait  a amener l e  Q u e bec a revet i r  la toge 
constitutionnelle canadienne. N 'ou bl ions pas que ce 
sont les L i beraux qui  ont su faire reconnaitre la 
necessite du b i l i n g u is m e  bien avant q u ' i l  a i t  ete 
generalement accepte dans I 'Ouest. Nous avons ete 
les premiers a recommander que le Quebec prenne la 
place qu i  lu i  revient au sein de la Confederation. 1 1  n'y 
a aucun doute, M .  le p resident, que nous avons dO 
payer pour cela sur le plan polit ique. Nu l  ne peut done 
aujourd 'hu i  accuser les Liberaux de I 'Ouest de ne pas 
vouloir comprendre ou apprecier a leur juste valeur les 
aspirations des Quebecois. 

(Translation) 

M r. Speaker, we are in agreement with those who 
have said so much about the importance of bringing 
Quebec into Canada's constitutional fold .  Let us not 
forget that it was the Liberals who sold the pol icy of 
bi l ingualism before it was accepted by most Westerners. 
We were on the front l ines advocating Quebec' s  rightful 
place in Confederation. And make no m istake about 
it, M r. S peaker, we paid a political price for it .  So no 
one today can accuse western Liberals of refusing to 
u n d erstand o r  a p p reciate the asp i r a t i o n s  of the  
Quebecois at  their true worth.  

Liberals on this s ide of the House do not have to 
take any lectures from Members on those side of the 
H ouse on b i l ingualism or a vis ion of a u n ited Canada. 
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The clause in the Meech Lake Accord that establ ishes 
Quebec as a d istinct society leads us down a sl ippery 
slope. Distinct enough to legislate policy which treats 
the anglophone minority as second-class citizens? 
Distinct enough to place in  jeopardy rights guaranteed 
by the Charter? Distinct enough to take us down the 
road which may lead to a separate Quebec? I do not 
want to find out. 

Manitoba will become the focus of national attention 
when Members of this House deal with the 1 987 
Constitutional Accord . We m ust not al low ourselves to 
b e  part isan o n  t h i s  i ssue .  We h ave a h is tor ic  
responsibi l ity to do what we believe is right for Manitoba 
and for Canada. Our Party is  not interested in  gaining 
po l i t ica l  advantage o n  t h i s  issue, t h o u g h  we are 
convinced that publ ic opinion in  th is province is squarely 
opposed to the Accord . 

Already, and now I hope the Member for Arthur (Mr. 
Downey) w i l l  perk u p  and b eg i n  to l i st en ,  before 
Manitobans have had the chance to make formal 
presentations to a committee of this House, the coalition 
of forces l in ing u p  against this Accord is impressive. 
Women are worried that their Charter of Rights will be 
undermined. N ative people are uneasy about their own 
constitutional status. The ethnic leaders lament the 
scant attention paid to our mu lticultural mosaic. Rural 
municipalities are upset. Those who believe in  a strong 
central government are fearful that this Accord will 
promote a patchwork, a kind of hodgepodge in  social 
programs across Canada. The Winn ipeg Chamber of 
Commerce is  appalled at the amending formula,  and 
believes that our opportunity for Senate reform has 
been squandered. 

Let me remind our friends i n  the New Democratic 
Party, a leading group of their own supporters, including 
a former Party president, a former Cabinet Min ister, a 
sitt ing city council lor and an array of other notables 
have denounced this Accord in the strongest possible 
terms. In fact, Andy Anstett, presumably speaking on 
behalf of the NDP caucus, tore the Accord to shreds 
while debating this Throne Speech on a local radio 
station. 

So when the Honourable M i nister of Northern Affairs 
(Mr. Downey) rises in  his place and says it is we who 
are out of step with public opinion, I say no, M r. Speaker, 
it is he, and Members of h is Party who are out of step 
with the people and they may l ive to regret it. And let 
me say that this ground swell  of publ ic opinion is by 
no means confined to the Province of M an itoba. We 
have received support ing letters and phone calls from 
every region of this country from concerned Canadians 
who say, do not give up this fight. 

* ( 1 600) 

We wil l  not give up this fight, no matter what the 
Member from Arthur (Mr. Downey), with his arms waving 
in the wind ,  would have us do. We in  this Party take 
our advice from our consciences and from the people 
who elected us. They wil l  judge, not the Member from 
Arthur, whether or not our actions reflect the will of 
the people. 

We are i nterested in  join ing forces with all Parties 
in this House, to strengthen the Accord , to prove it 
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and send it back to Parliament and the other provinces, 
a better document than the one presented to us.  

We were pleased that the Throne Speech made 
reference to the importance of mult i lateral trade as we 
develop our export markets i nternational ly. Liberals 
have always supported l iberal ized trade, and it was 
Li beral Governments in  Ottawa that succeeded so well 
i n  reducing tariffed areas across the 49th Parallel . But 
the Mulroney-Reagan trade deal encompasses m uch 
more than trade. lt wil l strengthen north-south economic 
l inks at the same time that our polit ical institutions are 
losing their power to maintain the h istoric east-west 
partnership ,  which is the history of Canada. 

The combination of the Mulroney-Reagan trade deal 
and the Meech Lake Accord offer a kind of double 
jeopardy, a mutually reinforcing strategy that threatens 
t h e  very essence of Canada ,  as a st rong and  
independent nation. 

I th ink it would be worthwhile to reflect for a moment 
on the judgment M anitobans gave to al l  Members of 
this House on the 26th of ApriL Those who sit to the 
left of us in  this House were dealt a severe blow. Why? 
Because they lost touch with the people. This,  from a 
po l i t ica l  Party wh ich pr ides itself on represent ing  
ord inary Manitobans. Wel l ,  ordinary M an itobans had 
a different idea, i n  large measure because people 
realized that they were paying more and they were 
getting less. We could see our health care system begin 
to s l ip ,  whi le  our pay cheques got smaller and smaller. 

The last interview I conducted with a journalist before 
the N D P  Government fel l was with the former M inister 
of F inance. I asked him what I thought was a s imple, 
but reveal ing question. I am glad that the Member from 
Churchi l l  (Mr. Cowan) wi l l  hear this. What is the middle 
class in M anitoba in 1 988,  I asked the then M i n ister 
of F inance. His answer, i ncred i bly, was that people 
earn ing $20,000 or $25,000 a year were the middle 
class in Manitoba. 

So then, who are the rich? Those who earn $40,000 
or $45,000 a year? I was very sorry that the Government 
fel l  on that day because I was unable to pub lish that 
article. The middle class in this province, the real middle 
class has been taxed to the breaking point by the NDP 
G overnment. 

But my own interpretation of the election result is 
that it was not Autopac rates that -( Interjection)- My 
own interpretation of the election result is that it was 
not Autopac rates that defeated the NDP, although that 
certainly d id not help them, but it was a min i  tax revolt 
by Manitobans. Those who sit on the other side, or 
should I say, those who sit on our right, they lost a 
speed seat , in spite of the fact that Manitobans were 
so anxious to toss the New Democrats out.  I th ink they 
lost ground because the people were reluctant to 
replace one ideology with another. That is why the 
Li beral Party did so welL  

I am looking forward to working with a l l  Members 
of this House to provide the best possible service to 
the people of Manitoba. lt is not an easy task.  After 
only 10 days in this House, I can see the vast array of 
complex issues that confront us. The Honourable 

-
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M i nister of Health (Mr. Orchard) told me that th is House 
was a humbl ing place. I agree with h im,  and 1 am 
honoured to sit i n  this Chamber, and I look forward to 
the challenges which l ie ahead. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education): M r. 
S peake r, I wou l d  l i k e  to say t hat  I welcome t h i s  
opportunity to address the Legislature a n d  respond t o  
t h e  Throne Speec h .  M ay I beg i n  by, f i rst  of a l l ,  
congratulating you a s  Speaker o f  the House for being 
chosen to this very high and distinguished office. 1 know 
you wi l l  do a very credible job as I have known you 
for the last two years because you came into the House 
at the same time I did. We participated in  many debates 
and you are certainly a very credi ble debater. More 
i mportantly, I think you are a gentleman who can resolve 
m any situations which need resolving. So I congratulate 
you on your appointment, as I know you will be very 
u n biased in the decisions and the proceedings of th is 
H ouse. 

In  addition, I would also l i ke to congratulate my 
Premier, M r. Gary Fi lmon, for being elected to lead the 
province in  a very credi ble way. I am very honoured 
to have him lead our Party and lead this Government 
and I know that he wi l l  provide the kind of government 
for our province that we very much need . 

I would also l ike to welcome the new col leagues who 
have joined us  on this side of the House for the first 
t ime. Certainly we have a lot of calibre, a lot of qual ity 
i n  t h e  peop le  who h ave been e lected to serve 
Manitobans from some of the constituencies where 
some of our Members have reti red . 

I wou l d  a lso  l i k e  to welcome M e m bers of t h e  
Opposition w h o  are here for t h e  first t ime representing 
many of the ridings across the province, and mainly 
in  the city, I might say. But nevertheless, 1 hope that 
their experience in the House is going to be a very 
fruitful one and I look forward to working with them 
to ensure that Manitobans get the kind of government 
that Manitobans deserve, that we proceed through 
Legislation in the House in  a very credib le way, in  a 
way w h i c h  w o u l d  g ive M a n i tobans  t h e  k i n d  of 
government that they need and have not had for such 
a long t ime. 

I also welcome back those Members of the third 
Party, the New Democratic Party, who have been re­
elected. l t  is my hope that they too wi l l  have the interest 
of Manitobans at heart in all their debates and dealings 
in  this House. 

Mr. Speaker, I represent a constituency that is from 
the western side of the province and,  I might add, a 
constituency that wi l l  soon be extinct if we proceed 
with the proposed boundary changes. I guess 1 wil l  go 
down in  h istory as being the last Member for Robl in­
Russel l .  Nevertheless, i t  is an i mportant part of th is 
province. l t  is an agricultural area, an area which 
depends on agriculture for i ts l ivel ihood, but it is blessed 
with many other resources. 

l t  is b lessed with the potential resource of potash. 
We heard much talk about potash in  the last couple 
of years or the l ast number of years, but we have not 
had any substantive work g o  into the development of 
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t h at p roject . H o pefu l l y, d u r i n g  t h e  term of t h i s  
Government, w e  can proceed towards t h e  real izat ion 
of a very important resource and the development of 
that resource with in  our province. 

My constituency, Mr. Speaker, is also blessed with 
a natural resource, and that is forestry, a resource which 
provides much employment,  a resource which is very 
important to that area because we do not have large 
industries in the western part of the province. Anybody 
who has travel led through that area knows ful l wel l  that 
it is also an area which has been endowed with that 
beautiful part of the country in terms of the Assiniboine 
Val ley. Tourism is becoming very popular in that area 
and i t  is also the area which has one of the best sport 
fishing areas, not only in the province, but in North 
America. 

For those Members in this House, I i nvite them to 
come to visit our area to enjoy some of the tourism 
activities that we have, and I know this Government 
wi l l  move towards the development of those natural 
resou rces and t hose tour ism areas wh ich  are so 
important to the viabi l ity of th is province. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very honoured to have been chosen 
to carry a portfolio in th is Government, and it is not 
only an honour but it carries with i t  a large responsib i l ity. 
lt is my hope to carry out th is responsib i l ity i n  a very 
credible fashion. I do not intend to do it shooting from 
the h ip ,  or the l ip  as has been said ,  but I i ntend to 
carry my responsibi l ity out in consultation with people 
w h o  h ave an i n t erest in e d u c at i o n ,  who are 
knowledgeable in  education and whose chi ldren are 
affected by the decisions that are made with regard 
to education. 

I welcome Members from the Opposit ion.  I welcome 
Members from the New Democratic Party to join me 
in  my office at any time when they have a concern or 
if they have a desire to talk about an issue that may 
affect education. My doors are open. Al l  it takes is for 
that Member to contact the secretaries in t he office 
and certainly an appointment wi l l  be set up .  There wi l l  
be  a priority given to those people to come i n  and talk 
to me, because I th ink education is  very i mportant and 
it requ i res the attention of a Min ister who is really open 
and wants to do credit to the people and to the students 
of this province. 

Education is an important element in  our society. lt 
is important because i t  is the future of this province. 
lt is tied very closely though to the way that our province 
progresses economically and social ly because it is the 
tax dol lars that pay for education. If we have a strong 
economy in  this province, we know that we can afford 
the social programs and the programs for education 
that are so badly needed . 

There are many critical issues i n  education that have 
to be addressed . We have heard from the crit ic of the 
Opposition Party about some of the issues that they 
feel need to be addressed , and some of the issues that 
we have identified , both in the Throne Speech and 
t h r o u g h  the e lect i o n  campai g n ,  are very s i m i l a r. 
Therefore, I am looking for the support of the Members 
opposite for some of the programs that we are bringing 
in .  I was very happy to see that we d id have a posit ive 
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response from M e m bers oppos i te  when  t h e  
announcement was made on t h e  assistance to the 
School of Dentistry and also with the tax remittance 
program. 

I might add that with regard to those programs there 
was consultation that went along with the decision that 
was made. lt was not a decision that was made just 
on the basis of this Government. lt was made i n  
consultation with people from t h e  universities, people 
from the communit ies at large. People were consulted 
who had authority over such th ings as our schools and 
our municipalities and our mun icipal Government, so 
I have to tel l  you that in any decisions that are made 
we are going to attempt to involve as many people as 
we can who are affected by the decisions that we make. 
In addition, we are going to keep in  mind that the 
decisions that are made are made in the best interests 
of the people who are affected and the publ ic at large. 
We are not going to be making decisions i n  isolation. 

I n  the Throne Speech,  I th ink some of the key areas 
that were identified have to be acted on. We read about 
l iteracy as being an i mportant issue and it is  an 
i mportant issue, not only i n  this province but in  this 
country. lt i s  an issue that has to be addressed. People 
cannot continue to progress economically and socially 
i f  their i l l iteracy is prevalent and is part of their l ives. 
We have to get these people into educational institutions 
where we can drop the i l l iteracy rate. To do that, we 
have to identify where the problems are, exactly what 
the problems are, how we are going to address them, 
and then we have to get at the task of addressing the 
problems. 

* ( 1 6 10) 

For this reason, a task force has been announced 
to be able to identify those areas that have to be 
addressed. We can go at it in  a kind of shotgun  
approach but  then we know that the  results w i l l  not 
be effective. Therefore, in order to address the problem 
in an appropriate fashion, we have to identify the 
problems where the most severe areas of the problems 
are, where they exist, and then attack those problems 
in a progressive and in  an effective way. Again in  this 
area, I am looking for support from the Opposition and 
from the critic responsible for Education in  terms of 
the approach that we are going to take. 

We heard from the Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
Party (Mr. Carr) today about post-secondary education 
and about the state of our u niversities. I have to tell 
you that we do have very strong concerns about what 
is happening at our u niversities. Our u niversities are 
very i mportant. They have to meet the needs of society. 
They have to meet the needs of the students who attend 
our u niversities. lt is  not enough just to say that we 
have three universities in our province and everything 
is  a go. Are our universities, first of al l ,  addressing the 
needs of our society? Are we turning out people from 
our universities who can go out and be contributors 
to society, gain meaningful employment and continue 
enriching their l ives? 

We have three very good universities in M an itoba. 
We are not going to tear down anything that has been 
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bui l t  over the past. We know that faci l it ies are lacking .  
We k now that  equipment is somewhat archaic in  many 
instances and needs to be replaced . We have identified 
all those problems. I th ink the universities have done 
that for us very wel l .  

We know we have l imited resources as  wel l  so  a l l  o f  
t hese t h i n g s ,  a l though  we would l i ke to f ix  them 
overnight,  cannot be done overnight. lt takes t ime .  l t  
takes a positive approach but  one whereby you are 
making some progress. We i ntend to do that. We i ntend 
to do that in cooperation and consultation with the 
un iversities. 

We i ntend to enhance the qual ity of education in the 
province at the post-secondary level .  Universities are 
just one part of post-secondary education. I think we 
h ave another  la rge  seg ment  of post-secon d ary 
education in  this province which is very important as 
wel l ,  and that is the community college area which I 
have to say is changing.  lt is changing because there 
needs to be a change in  the way that we approach 
train ing in this province and in  this country. 

We have the federal Government involved in terms 
of the dol lars that are g iven to job train ing and to 
creating a cl imate whereby people who are going to 
community col leges are going to be able to take 
programs that are effective, that can lead them to 
m e a n i n g f u l  j o b s  after they g ra d u ate .  Therefore,  
community col leges are very, very important. We have 
seen the development of satel l ite colleges through­
and I might  identify the Dauphin Parkland regional 
campus at Dauphin which is a very important institution 
i n  that area. That is the Parkland area, an area that 
is far away from a large centre, an area which needs 
a service like the Parkland campus. We intend to bui ld 
on that concept and to ensure that there are services 
avai lable to the people of the rural area. I th ink that 
is  a very i mportant element . 

We have seen problems in our community colleges, 
b u t  a g a i n  we c a n n o t  add ress t hose p r o b l e m s  
immediately. We, first o f  a l l ,  have t o  identify specifically 
where the problems are and why they exist and then 
we have to attack each problem one at a t ime so that 
meaningful solutions can result, so that we do not get 
caught in the k ind of q uick-fix situation that does not 
work over the long period of time. There are areas of 
concern in  the community col leges, areas that have to 
be addressed. 

A p u b l i c  school  system is  very, very i m portant 
because that is the area that sets the foundation for 
all of education. Here we have to put a lot of energy 
and effort into not only talking about the educational 
f i n a n ces but we h ave to  ta l k about  cur r icu l u m ,  
curricu lum development, program development. We 
have to talk about whether programs are effective, and 
I am looking forward to the report of the High School 
Review of which I have received a very rough draft of 
at this point in  t ime. I look forward to reviewing that 
and then being able to act on the recommendations 
that are brought down through that high school review. 
I th ink it is an important document that needs to 
assessed. 

* ( 1 620) 

- I  
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With this,  M r. Speaker, I can only say that we know 
that there are lots of problems in education. I do not 
call them problems, I call them chal lenges. I th ink that 
many good things have happened in education to this 
point. We have to bui ld on what is there now. We have 
to work cooperatively with school boards, we have to 
work cooperatively with the teachers' associations and 
al l  people who are involved . We have to ensure that 
there is access to information for parents in education 
because that is  very important. We also have to ensure 
that students in Manitoba have an opportunity to get 
an education regardless of whether it is through the 
public school system or the private school system 
because both types of systems are very credi ble. 

With that, M r. Speaker, I will conclude my comments 
and hope for some cooperation. I look forward to 
working i n  a cooperative manner with a l l  Members of 
this H ouse. Thank you very much. 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): I am del ighted to have 
an opportun ity to address the Throne Speech and in  
so  do ing  to beg in  with congratulations to you ,  S i r, on  
your elevation to the h igh  office you  now ho ld .  You have 
served you r  constituents wel l .  You have served the 
people of Manitoba wel l .  You have been someone who, 
I th ink ,  has been characterized in his efforts in  this 
Chamber as one who was able to get along with people 
of all polit ical stripes, who, although not apolitical , was 
certainly somebody who saw the merits and the wisdom 
of the arguments of people on al l  sides of the H ouse 
and acted in that sort of i mpartial manner, giving credit 
where credit is due. You are indeed , S i r, I bel ieve, an 
effective and capable person and wel l  suited to the 
responsib i l ities you now hold.  

I want to congratulate the M over ( M r. Praznik)  and 
the Seconder (Mr. Gi l leshammer) of the Throne Speech, 
both newcomers i n  this House, both of whom acquitted 
themselves very, very wel l  in their first contributions to 
th is  H ouse and the debates in  this House. I know that 
we can expect a great deal more of them in the future. 
I congratu late them on the effort they put forward. 

I ndeed, I congratulate al l  those newcomers in  the 
Legislature for the accomplishments that they have 
attained in being here in this Legislature. I might say 
that as long as I sit in this Legislature, and I hope it 
is  for a long time to come, I must say I enjoy the 
ambiance, I enjoy the atmosphere, I sit up and look 
around at the heritage and the history of this place. I 
have said many t imes as I have greeted school chi ldren 
that I hearken back to my first visit to this Legislature 
as a school chi ld in about grade 5 and the awe that 
I felt for this p lace because of the i mportance that it 
is to the h istory of our province. And it has not changed 
and it does not change. Every day that I walk into th is 
Chamber, I feel that same awe and that same sense 
of responsib i l ity and h istory. So I hope that they enjoy 
it as much as I do. I wish them long and productive 
careers, in some cases not too long, but long and 
productive careers in  this Chamber and the opportunity 
to fulf i l l  many of their desires and many of the goals 
that they set out for themselves. 

I particularly congratulate the women who have been 
e lected and re-elected to this Chamber and note that 
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there are now, I bel ieve, n ine women in the Legislature. 
That I think is an all-time record for this Assem bly. I 
might say it is a harbinger of things to come. lt is not 
high enough as my colleague has just reminded me, 
my colleague from Gladstone (Mrs. Oleson), that there 
will be greater and greater num bers and that is as it 
should be. 

M r. Speaker, on July 2 1 ,  the Lieutenant-Governor 
p resented t h e  p l a n s  and the programs of o u r  
G overn m e n t  to  t h i s  H ouse and  to t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
Manitoba. He spoke about t h e  future both in  economic 
as wel l  as in  social terms. He described the path that 
if followed would enhance the quality of l ife for al l  
Manitobans and we intend to fol low that path .  

He noted that governments cannot meet a l l  the 
demands placed upon it .  Government cannot be all 
things to al l  people, despite the assertions, the naive 
assert i o n s ,  of some of t h e  new M e m bers on the  
Opposition side. He did put  forward goals which could 
be realistically achieved , given the hard work and 
sensible decisions that must be made by al l  of us in  
this House. 

The Lieutenant-Governor noted that we must develop 
and grow if we are to compete in larger economic 
communit ies. l t  is not enough to focus our attention 
solely with in  our own borders. We cannot and we will 
not isolate ourselves from the rest of Canada or from 
our neighbours to the south or from our economic all ies 
overseas. 

Government can only do so much. The real challenge, 
i n  fact , our very future is i n  the hands of the workers 
and the employers, the small businesses and the large 
corporations, and especially in  the hands of well­
educated , wel l-prepared young people. lt  is the people, 
not the government , who create the wealth in  our 
society. Therefore our responsib i l ity, the responsib i l ity 
of all of us in this House, is to provide a positive, hopeful 
environment in which their potential can be real ized. 
We m ust and we will remove d isincentives to their 
growth and their prosperity. 

We must ask ourselves wi l l  this change take place 
overnight and, of course, the answer is no. We do not 
have a magic wand that will reverse the trends of the 
past six-and-a-half years. Manitobans have become 
skeptical of the short-term fix, as they should be. We 
have presented measu res which w i l l  add ress t h e  
immediate problems that w e  face, b u t  w e  recogn ize 
that on ly  long-term so lut ions ,  wel l-conceived a n d  
managed efficiently wi l l  b e  successfu l  in  preparing 
M an itobans to meet the chal lenges of the future. Long­
term plans cannot be developed overnight,  nor should 
they be implemented by this Government or any other 
G ove r n m e n t  w i thout  f u l l  and comprehensi ve 
consultation and public examination, the kinds of things 
that were raised in  the early question periods by 
Mem bers of the Opposit ion. Why can you not do 
something immediately overnight to solve the problems 
in  our r iverways? I mean, you have just been i n  
Government a n d  this happened last night,  why d o  you 
not do something about it? 

What about the Remand Centre? All of us, of course, 
are concerned about the tragedy that occurred in the 
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Remand Centre, but for the Member for St. James ( M r. 
Edwards) to stand up and say that we ought to solve 
that problem overnight does not make sense. He does 
not k now the reality of the fact that there has been 
years and years and years of neglect and that we are 
setting about to seek long-term solutions and to create 
the long-term solutions to these problems that have 
been developed over the past six-and-a-half years. We 
wil l  act and we will act quickly, but there is a certain 
l imitation to h uman abi l ity to react to situations that 
happen. 

Our p lans  for the futu re w i l l  b e  developed i n  
partnership with the people and the communities of 
Manitoba. Those plans wi l l  be based on experience 
and common sense. We will not allow ideology or fixed 
phi losophies to l im it M anitoba's potential .  Political 
gamesmansh i p  w i l l  not be the order  of  the d ay. 
M anitobans are not interested in who scores the most 
political points or whose sarcastic comment is the most 
witty. Too much depends on our decisions. Too many 
people are affected . That is  what the deliberations i n  
this House are a l l  about- people. They h ave placed 
their trust in  us to do our best for them so that they 
can raise their fami l ies and bui ld their futures. That is 
what we are committed to do, to do our best for them. 
We have not forgotten the simple truth. We have also 
not forgotten those who, for whatever reason,  need 
our help and our support in other ways. Our elderly 
have paid their dues. They have contr ibuted to our 
society and they continue to d o  so. Their standard of 
l iving m ust not be eroded by wasteful government 
spending.  

* ( 1 630) 

M r. Speaker, I have to tell you that I was shocked 
and 1 was appal led at the circus that was put on in  the 
Quest ion  Per iod today about  the i ncrease in o u r  
deduct ible in  t h e  Pharmacare Program i n  t h i s  province. 
Those very people who were putting on that circus, the 
New Democrats of this Legislature, are the people who 
have caused the problems i n  our health care system 
with  respect to the financial viabi l ity and stabi l ity of 
our Pharmacare system in M anitoba. They are the very 
people who chose to address those problems in exactly 
the same way. Those peop le  when they were i n  
Government put through increases i n  the deductib le 
i n  Pharmacare. My colleague, the Min ister of Health 
(Mr. Orchard), has amply demonstrated that. 

What did they do in 1 986? I might say that the 
callousness, the hypocrisy of that decision has got to 
be apparent to everybody in th is  province.  They 
announced the i ncrease i n  the Pharmacare deduct ib le, 
of course, when? Right after the election in  1 986. They 
withheld any movement on i ncreasing the Pharmacare 
deductible unti l  right after the election. With in  less than 
a month they came out with the announcement , and 
what was the announcement? The annoucement was 
that they were changing the deductible for people under 
65 years of age from $ 1 00 to $ 1 25 over a period of 
that year, in  a two-step phase beginning on June 1 and 
then concluding on January 1 of '87.  That two-phase 
i ncrease during that year, 1 986, was a 25 percent 
i ncrease in  the deduct ible. But they also increased the 
deductible for seniors at that t ime, again in  a two-
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phased increase, and it went from $50 to $75; a 50 
percent increase in the deductible. 

I want to know, did they do an analysis of what effect 
that would have on the income, the standard of l iving 
of the seniors, when they made that 50 percent increase 
in the deductible. Did they? I want to know that because 
we do not have any evidence of that. There is no 
information on the fi les of the G overnment, and I heard 
nothing about any analysis of how that would  affect 
the standard of l iving or the qual ity of l ife of the seniors. 
Did they consult with seniors before they increased 
their Pharmacare deductible by 50 percent? 

I recall vividly that the seniors said no, they had not 
and the seniors expressed their concern at that t ime. 
So here we a re p u t t i n g  t h ro u g h  a m u c h  l ower 
percentage increase i n  the deductible for Pharmacare 
that wi l l  result in  an i ncreased cost to the seniors on 
their Pharmacare of $8 per year. They are the ones 
who are trying to make a sensational publ ic issue for 
the six o'clock news as a result of their antics in  this 
Legislature today. You want to talk about hypocrisy. 
You want to talk about not doing a service to the people 
of Manitoba. That is the reason why they are so 
d iscredited . That is the reason why they were turfed 
out of office ungloriously and that is why the people 
of Manitoba will not again for a long, long time have 
a New Democratic Government in  this province. 

I might say that when we talked about the needs and 
the concerns of seniors- I might say that many of our 
Members and many of our M i nisters have met with 
groups of seniors- I ,  for example, bel ieve in  the month 
of February, late January or early February, met with 
a group of seniors. They talked about the effects of 
the decisions that were made by the New Democratic 
administration, the callous, heartless decisions that were 
made by the New Democratic administration even 
dur ing the past year, not just in increase in their 
Pharmacare deductib le that was about a year-and-a­
half earlier but the th ings that they had done to them 
that really seriously eroded their standard of l iving and 
their q uality of l ife. 

They told us about the effect of the 2 percent tax 
on net income. Now that eroded their incomes and 
their abi l ity to survive. They talked about what had 
happened as a result of the New Democrats' wild 
spending spree over the past six-and-a-half years, 
having to have a a 40 percent increase in  the sales 
tax, from 5 percent to 7 percent. That is what they 
talked about. 

They talked about the payrol l  tax which they al l  said 
of cou rse does not affect anybody, any of the 
consumers, but  the fact is it ult imately gets passed 
along by all of the people who employ people in this 
province and provide goods and services. They had to 
increase the cost of their goods and services. The 
seniors on f ixed i ncome, of course, had to pay their 
share of that tax increase. 

They talked about their concerns about the fact that 
M anitoba Hydro's rates last year had increased 9 .5  
percent, wel l  above the inflation rate as  a result of 
development decisions made by this administrat ion,  
wel l  above the inflat ion, and that eroded their standard 
of l iv ing. 

-



Wednesday, August 3, 1 988 

They talked about the fact that their telephone rates 
last year went up 1 1  percent and that too eroded their 
standard of l iv ing.  That was as a result of decisions, 
terrible, terrible decisions made by the New Democrats 
to invest money in  Saudi Arabia, to pour i t  out on the 
sands of Saudi Arabia, as the former Member for St.  
Vital said .  

That was a concern for them, on a n d  o n  a n d  on,  
and then of course Autopac this year. The effect of the 
huge increase in  Autopac rates had resulted in  al l  too 
many seniors deciding not to drive automobi les in  th is 
province. What about the percentage increase, as my 
colleague says, from 24 percent to 1 09 percent in 
Autopac rates? Those were the kinds of increases that 
they put through ,  and the hypocrisy of them saying 
today that this was a decision that was going to have 
a major i mpact. 

Well, M r. Speaker, it will have an impact and we regret 
that i mpact has to take place as a result of the position 
that we were put in by the previous administrat ion's 
actions. But bear i n  mind that increase is 13 percent 
of the  Pharmacare deduct ib le  compared to a 50 
increase just two years ago by this New Democratic 
rump group and their hypocrisy here i n  M anitoba. 

Our infirm must receive the finest medical care 
possible. There again the seniors have a right to ask 
q uestions about what was going on under the previous 
administration because, not only were they permanently 
closing beds in  our major hospitals in  Manitoba but 
as wel l - and we found this out when we became 
Government and I am not certain that this was ever 
part of a publ ic statement-they had put a freeze on 
the construct ion of personal  care homes beds in 
Manitoba. 

I do not think they ever said that publ ic ly. I do not 
recall it and I tell you, when we went through the 
Estimates review process in  the Treasury Board , we 
were told by the Department of Health that, when they 
asked the question are we going to be able to l ift the 
freeze on the construction of personal care, we said 
what freeze. What freeze, because that New Democratic 
Party in Government said that they were going to do 
all these things for seniors and all their commitments 
to seniors, and they froze the construction of personal 
care homes in  this province. 

That is  what seniors are concerned about. They are 
concerned about having hospital beds when they are 
i l l ,  having personal care beds so that they do not have 
to wait on stretchers in hospital hal lways. And these 
people, the rump group of Manitoba, are now the ones 
who are bleating away, saying that i t  is something we 
are doing that is causing the problem in health care 
in Manitoba. 

* ( 1 640)  

Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, they got  what they deserved and 
they wil l  get more whenever there is another election 
called i n  Manitoba because Manitobans want no more 
of that kind of management in  government. 

Our d isadvantaged must be helped, d i rectly and 
ind irectly. They deserve opportun ities. They deserve a 
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chance to share in our prosperity. No one in this House 
will d isagree with those self-evident truths. We will only 
d isagree about the best methods to achieve those goals.  
I share this with the Opposition because I have said 
over and over again, when speaking to groups of 
students about politics and about government, that I 
have served with people of a l l  political stripes. 

I served with J oe Zuken  who was an avowed 
Communist .  I have served with L iberals and New 
Democrats, Progressive Conservatives. I have talked 
polit ics with people of other stripes, the smal ler groups 
who call themselves political Parties, people who set 
themselves up and make the sacrifices to run for publ ic 
l i fe. Whether they be at the school board or city counci l  
or here in  this Legislature or in  Ottawa, they al l  come 
here with a desire to serve the people who elect them, 
to create better opportunities in  the future, to solve 
the problems of the people that they represent. 

The only d ifferences, of course, are in the solutions, 
whether or not we agree on the priorities and the 
methods of solving those problems. We wi l l  d isagree. 
We will have honest disagreements. But I say to you, 
I do not question your motives in  terms of what you 
want to achieve. I may question your motives in terms 
of how you want to achieve it and I will say so, but I 
do not question your motives. I know that you are here 
to achieve the greatest good for the people that you 
represent and so am I. So let us put that on the table 
and recogn ize that our disagreements will be honest, 
over how best to achieve those solutions. 

Let there be no mistake, absolutely no confusion .  
We believe that social programs are best provided when 
the economic scene is dynamic and healthy. 

Some Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Filmon: Before the Members opposite shake their 
heads and m utter about  typ ica l  C o n servat i ve 
phi losophy, let me say that it is only common sense. 
1t is known to everyone who has paid a mortgage, who 
has balanced a food budget or wondered where their 
money has gone at the end of a month. That is  why 
senior citizens will not be patronized . 

One of the things that ,  when I last spoke to a group 
of seniors, they said to me afterwards was that they 
had been spoken to by politicians in other Parties. They 
said , we do not want to be patronized and told that 
we deserve the best because we have done al l  these 
th ings for Manitoba, that we are the pioneers, we have 
laid the foundation, all of those wonderful words that 
you heard spoken by New Democrats. Yes indeed , to 
a certain extent, that is true but they do not want to 
be talked down to. They said ,  do not tell us that you 
are giving us all of these special programs and these 
handouts. We want to pay our way. We want you to 
stop taking money away from us. That is  when they 
l isted al l  of those ways in  which the New Democrats 
had taken money away from them. They said, if they 
had only left a l ittle bit more with us, we would not 
have to be in  a position of needing grants. We would  
not have to be in  a position of  needing special treatment. 
That is exactly what they said . 

There is no free lunch.  There is no free ride. We i n  
Government must pay o u r  way, just a s  every citizen 
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m u s t .  If we forget t h at s i m p l e  t r u t h , we w i l l  b e  
compounding t h e  problems o f  t h e  past a n d  increasing 
our inabil ity to face the chal lenges of the future. H igher 
taxes, higher debt and reduced services is the legacy 
left to us by the last six years of mismanagement by 
the NDP, the "reign of error" that Manitoba went 
through over that past six-and-a-half years. 

This Government will act to return responsib i l ity to 
our public finances. This Government wil l  act to return 
acco u n t a b i l i ty  to  our C rown corporat ions .  T h i s  
Government wil l  l ive within i t s  means, not just because 
it was our promise to the people of Manitoba in  the 
e lect ion but because i t  i s  our com m i tment  to  
generations to come. 

Some people feel that we have been too ambitious. 
l t  seems to me I have heard that somewhere before. 
They said that we were too ambit ious in  this Throne 
Speech, that our Government has undertaken too 
onerous a load.- ( Interjection)- The Leader of the 
Opposition (Mrs.  Carstairs) said that the day of the 
Throne Speech. The next day and the day after, she 
said we had not done enough, that there was not enough 
in  the Throne Speech and we left out this and we d id  
not  say th is  and we did not  say that. So be it ,  so  be 
it !  I think that al l  of those comments are a sad legacy 
of the six-and-a-half years of empty rhetoric that we 
got in NDP Throne Speeches, year after year after year, 
a n d  then s ix-and -a-h a l f  years of N D P  fa i l e d  
commitments. Too many Manitobans have become 
disenchanted with the Government and lost faith in  the 
political process. Manitobans, too many of them have 
come to expect second best from their Government. 

So have we set a high standard? I do not bel ieve 
so. I say we have only taken the first step on a long 
journey to restore publ ic confidence. l t  is t ime that we 
once again look to the words of the Throne Speech 
and reflect those words into action in government. 

The Throne Speech calls for accountabi l ity, and our 
Government wil l  present to th is House legislation to 
bring our major Crown corporations before the Publ ic 
U t i l i t ies Board . The T h ro n e  S peech c a l l s  for  
respon s i b i l i ty, and  our  G overnment  wi l l  i n troduce 
amendments to strengthen conflict-of-interest law. The 
Throne Speech calls for openness, and our Government 
w i l l  proc la im The Freedom of I nformat ion Act on 
September 30. Our Government does not offer empty 
rhetor ic .  O u r  Government  w i l l  d e l iver on i ts  
commitments and ensure that i ts  words are  matched 
by act i o n s .  Through  t h i s  T h r o n e  S peec h ,  o u r  
Government has laid out a plan o f  action designed to 
bui ld a stronger economy and a more efficient and 
effective government. l t  will provide the services that 
Manitobans need and deserve. 

This province has been bui lt  by immigrants, people 
who took a chance and left the security of a place and 
a society with which they were fami l iar. Our fami l ies 
came to Canada for freedom and for opportunity. They 
d id  not come to Manitoba to be taken care of. They 
came for the chance to take care of themselves. We 
see many in this Chamber today, and I am del ighted 
at that, f irst generation, second generat ion,  people of 
immigrant fami lies who came here, who fled oppressive 
regimes, who fled lack of opportunity, lack of freedom, 
who came here for democracy and opportunity. 
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I tel l  you ,  I remember l istening to my father, l istening 
to the elderly people in  the family talk about the fear 
that they had, the oppression that they had in eastern 
Europe. I remem ber l istening to another generation 
person who is my age talk about when she came over, 
just a matter of about a decade ago, from Romania. 
l t  happened to be the home country of my father. She 
felt an aff in ity to me, moved in across the street , we 
became friends. Her father was the Leader of the 
Opposition in  modern Romania over the past couple 
of decades. What happened to h im? He spent most 
of his adult l ife in  prison. That is what they do with 
Leaders of the Opposition there. I am not suggesting 
that here. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh !  

M r. S peaker, part of  the freedom that we enjoy is 
the opportun ity to do for ourselves the things that we 
can. The more that you ask government to get involved 
in doing th ings for you, in regulating your l i fe or 
provid ing  for you by grants, by programs, by all those 
things, the more you give up your freedom to the state, 
to the government. I tell you that people coming from 
foreign  countries who do not have freedom recogn ize 
that. That is why they do not ask us, by and large, for 
these h a n d outs .  They k now t h a t ,  when you get 
something g iven to you , there is a price tag to it .  That 
price tag is dependence, and that dependence erodes 
your freedom. 

Al l  of  us in  this House wi l l  agree that the best social 
program is a job. Yet this province has a tax on jobs, 
a tax on opportunity, a tax that penal izes ind ividuals 
and enterpr ises for mak ing  a contr i b ut ion  to th is  
province by creating a job that did not  exist before. 
I believe that the payrol l  tax is an outrage, M r. Speaker. 
Manitobans believe that the payrol l  tax is an outrage. 
Our Government is going to get rid of that tax and we 
are going to beg in  now in this Session. 

Smal l  business is the main generator of new jobs in  
th is  province. When we look to the future, it is important 
to remember that half the jobs that will exist 1 5  years 
from now have not yet been created . lt  is vital that 
sma l l  b u s i n esses receive the encou ragement and 
s u pport  they  need t o  p rosper a n d  g row. Our  
Government is determined to  create an economic 
cl imate that wi l l  encourage small business to create 
new jobs for Manitobans. The phased removal of payrol l  
tax is yet another step towards the achievement of  that 
goal. 

The reform of the Workers Compensation Board is  
another. Last week , the M i nister responsible or the 
Workers Compensation Board ( M r. Connery) appointed 
a special appeal board to assist i n  clearing up the 
backlog on appeals. lt  is a first step in  a long overdue 
reform of a system that has been plagued by troubles 
ever since the Member for Churchi l l  (Mr. Cowan) took 
it over, and took his own polit ical view of what ought 
to happen with that Workers Compensation Board and 
set it on a road to disaster that it has not recovered 
from and wi l l  take a lot of effort and work to help it 
to recover from. 

lt  is plagued with troubles and th is action that my 
Minister is  taking recognizes the priority that must be 
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given to the needs of workers whi le the financial 
d ifficu lt ies to the board are addressed.  This move wil l  
allow the permanent board more t ime to prepare new 
pol icies and procedures for the compensation system 
as a whole, in addit ion to improving service to workers. 
In it iat ives like the special appeal board reflect our 
Government's commitment to a balanced approach to 
labour and business relations. 

Labour relations are not a zero-sum game. In  fact, 
we cannot al low them to become a zero-sum game. 
There wi l l  be no revolution in  labour legislation u nder 
this administration. We wil l  make certain selective moves 
because we believe they are important. One of them 
is to e l iminate final offer select ion,  because final offer 
selection is a zero-sum process. Two sides submit 
offers. One is accepted; the other loses. No relationship 
can prosper when one partner gains at  the other's 
expense. G overnment legis lat ion must provide an 
e n v i r o n m e n t  which encou rages e m p l oyers a n d  
employees to work together i n  a spirit o f  partnership.  
Final offer selection strikes at the very heart of good 
l a b o u r  re lat i o n s  b y  i m p o s i n g  a set t l e m e n t  w h i l e  
g rievances a n d  complaints remain unresolved . 

Government also has a key role to p lay in developing 
the infrastructure sorely needed for further economic 
growth. Our highways have l iterally been buckling under 
the years of neglect and heavy use. Our Government 
recognizes the need , particularly i n  rural and northern 
Manitoba, to provide additional improvements and 
increased maintenance for our province's roads. Our 
Government is committed to i nvesting i n  more than 
concrete and blacktop. 

Trade is growing in  importance as an element in  our 
economy. Increased research and d evelopment is 
essential to the protection of our current position and 
the development of new opportunities for economic 
growt h .  We wil l  rest ructure the operat io n s  of the  
Manitoba Research Counci l  to coord inate i ts  efforts 
more closely with the needs of Manitoba u niversities 
and industries. We wi l l  work together to harmonize the 
research efforts in  M an itoba to remain competitive in  
the international m arketplace. 

The Throne Speech includes many other measures 
which wi l l  assist in strengthening our economy. lt 
includes many measures that wi l l  ensure Manitobans' 
tax dol lars are spent wisely, but it is important to 
remember that our economic priorities are simply a 
means to an end. The Government of M an itoba exists 
to provide services to people. Manitobans not only have 
a strong tradition of self-rel iance, they share a sense 
of c o m passion a n d  a s p i r i t  of c o m m u n ity. O u r  
Government is committed to provid ing services to 
Manitobans which reflect their changing needs. 

* ( 1 650) 

Demographic  rea l i t ies and trends are having a 
recognizable impact on the health care delivery system. 
I spoke earlier about the seniors. The percentage of 
M anitoba's popul ation who are 65 years of age and 
older increased by 8 percent between 1 979 and 1 984. 
By the year 200 1 ,  one in  five M anitobans will be over 
65. That is why we have a seniors' M i nister, someone 
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who is  res p o n s i b l e  to  coord i n ate t h e  efforts of 
Government. I see that the Members for Concordia 
(Mr. Doer) and Church i ll (Mr. Cowan) are smi l ing at that 
and I i nvite them to read my comments in Hansard 
whereby I talked about the responsib i l ity that we have 
toward seniors. 

We wil l  be establ ishing a seniors secretariat and our 
Government wil l  present a White Paper on elder abuse 
that had been promised for years in  Throne Speeches 
u nder the New Democratic administrat ion.  Our aging 
populat ion,  of course, also presents a tremendous 
challenge to the health care system. We will provide 
better coordination of health services to seniors while 
working in  partnership with health care providers to 
start now to prepare our health care system for those 
challenges in future. 

Changes in  our social  structures and traditional 
relationships are cont inu ing the trend to increased 
incidents of mental d isorders, and drug and alcohol 
dependence, with a consequent rise in  the demand for 
treatment faci l it ies and programs of care. The Throne 
Speech outl ines three in it iatives designed to improve 
programs to address chemical and substance abuse. 

The Throne Speech also ind icates our commitment 
to provide leadership in  mental health services. We will 
be presenting plans and programs to improve the range 
of services at the  hospita l  and c o m m u n ity leve ls ,  
increase the number in  geographic d istr ibution of 
psychiatrists and to el iminate fragmentation in the 
del ivery of service. 

Diseases such as AIDS will have an increasing impact 
on hospitals in terms of consuming resources and 
requir ing improved risk management and i nfection 
control programs. The M i nister of Health has recently 
announced that more resources and intit iat ives are 
being committed to education to let people know about 
t h e  need to  p r act ise safer sex,  awareness and 
prevention as  cornerstones to fight the spread of  AIDS. 
He made that announcement and that commitment and 
he has met with the g roups on AIDS, and you know 
what their response was? What d id they say was spent 
last year by the former New Democratic administration? 
lt was not enough and they are glad that somebody 
on this side was taking notice of the concern and was 
actively pursuing solutions to their problems. 

The challenges of health care present themselves in 
the form of new and i ncreasing demands, increases in 
long-term chronic i l lnesses, orientat ion to high cost 
care, development of an experimentation with new 
technologies, uneven d istribution of our resources, the 
serious need to address the need for practitioners in 
rural Manitoba, the need for innovation and a vision 
for the future. 

Our commitment is to ensure that health care money 
should be spent on people, not on bureaucracy, so we 
are evaluating the overlap, the dupl ication of services 
in special ization in many areas in Winnipeg, throughout 
the province, provid ing a clearer role del ineation and 
focus for health care service providers. 

We are going to develop recommendations to assist 
hospitals in moving towards integrated health care 
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del ivery systems, to more effectively ut i l ize physician 
involvement by increasing emphasis on the use of the 
professional health care management teams. The great 
advances that are taking p lace in medical technology 
wi l l  continue to place heavy demands on us all , but 
particularly they wi l l  p lace demands on our teaching 
hospitals which are associ ated with costly technology 
development and experimenta l  app l ication of new 
technology. 

A major  c o m ponent  of o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  i s  t h e  
development o f  a health care advisory network. This 
organization wi l l  ensure that health care providers are 
given the opportunity to work with Government as we 
prepare to deal with those m ajor health care concerns. 
The advisory network's mandate is  to develop concrete 
workable action plans which bui ld on the objectives 
that have evolved from withi n  the health care system 
over t i m e .  Those o bject ives  i n c l u d e  extended 
preventative or  health promotion services, improved 
services in rural and northern Manitoba, enhanced 
services to h igh need or target groups such as elderly, 
Natives, d isabled, and women, development of cost­
effective alternatives to h igh cost institutional services. 
The advisory network's mandate covers al l  areas of 
health services. 

We will be asking that several priority concerns be 
addressed. There has been a notable absence of 
effective consultation with rural and northern health 
service providers and a Jack of effective means for 
improving services in  these regions. That is why we 
have the problems of not enough doctors in rural 
Manitoba. 

So we wi l l  ask the advisory network to evaluate and 
recommend options for integrated northern health care 
policy, to address the problems associated with the 
fragmentation of social service del ivery in  the North ,  
and we have to develop an emphasis on wel lness 
programs and p reventative med ic ine  as a natura l  
extension of  the health care system's concern for 
meet i n g  t h e  tota l  needs of  its pat ients  a n d  i ts  
communities. 

The announcement that was made today about 
"Stroke Month, "  the recognizing of the tremendous 
negative effect that strokes have on people in  Manitoba, 
j u st as peop le  from t h e  Heart  Fou n d at i o n  h ave 
developed a l l  sorts of  i n format ion  that tel l  u s  
u nequivocal ly that the major problems that we deal 
with i n  health care, today, are self-infl icted . They have 
to do with smoking, alcohol ,  chemical abuse and 
obesity. They have to do with Jack of exercise or proper 
d iet .  A l l  these t h i ngs that can be contro l led and 
addressed by individuals, if on ly they u nderstand the 
importance of these things. We can change the entire 
d irection of the health of our society by emphasizing 
these areas, and working on these areas. 

We have already announced an industrial health 
promotion program in  cooperation with labour, and 
private sector employers on a p i lot basis with emphasis 
on prevention i l lness in  the workplace. Because as 
important as fixing u p  the problems of the Workers 
Compensation Board is to make sure that it is financially 
stable, it is even more i mportant that we address the 
problems of i l lness and accident i n  the work place. That 
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is the chal lenge, the overriding challenge that we have 
to face and we will face. We wil l  ask the advisory network 
to evaluate and recommend on a range of alternative 
health care in i tiatives and strategies designed to bring 
about the desired mix of health care services in  a fiscal ly 
responsible manner. 

Our health strategy wi l l  be we wi l l  bui ld upon a 
renewed relationship between the providers of health 
care in M a n i toba and the p rovinc ia l  Government .  
Wor k i n g  together, we can develop the i n n ovative 
solutions that we need to meet the on-going chal lenges 
of soc ia l ,  demographic and technological  change.  
Health care services wi l l  receive the priority that they 
deserve and that they have been lacking for q uite some 
t ime. 

The Throne Speech also addresses a broad range 
of addit ional services. I stated earlier that a wel l­
educated work force is crucial if Manitoba is to grow 
and prosper in the years to come. We have taken 
i mmediate action to address the threat to the faculty 
of dentistries accreditation. We have put the infusion 
in of additional services. Wel l ,  the Member for Osborne 
( M r. Alcock) is g iving me a sign that he does not th ink 
that is a very b ig deal . Wel l ,  the fact of the matter is ,  
it is important that when a problem occurs that we 
a d d ress t h at p r o b l e m .  We need to add ress that  
problem, as  we do a l l  o f  our  problems in  post-secondary 
educat ion.  

We have addressed threats before when we were in  
Government, to accreditation in  engineering,  i n  1 980, 
by provid ing addit ional support there. I can tell you 
that the engineering faculty is continuing now, on a 
growth program and on expansion of faci l ities there. 
I was at a sod turning the day of the Throne Speech,  
July 2 1 ,  for the new high level structures Jab. l t  is one 
of many improvements that are taking place through 
the research and teach ing components in  that faculty. 

We have reaffi rmed our commitment to the research 
community. We have reaffirmed our commitment to 
independent schools in Manitoba. Most importantly, 
we have set out our commitment to work with those 
who are involved in all aspects of the education system, 
to l isten to their views and to respond to their concern. 

The M i n ister  of Educat ion  ( M r. Derkach)  
demonstrated the benefits of t h i s  fresh approach 
through the resolution of the dispute on the remittance 
of education tax. Because he took the effort along with 
several of his colleagues to l isten to the groups affected, 
because he took the effort and our Government took 
the effort to seek out a consensus, al l  Manitobans wi l l  
be better served . That is the approach that we i ntend 
to use to address one of the most pressing issues facing 
education today, i l l iteracy. In this information age, the 
inabi l ity to read or write at even a basic level is a 
fundamental barrier to ind ividual development and 
prosperity. We are committed to make a thorough and 
extensive investigation of the problem so that ful l  and 
complete policy responses can be prepared. We must 
ensure that Manitobans are equipped with the basic 
skil ls they requ ire to l ive fu l l  and complete l ives. 

* ( 1 700) 
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A lack of education is only one of the many social 
needs that m ust be addressed and will be addressed 
by t h i s  G over n m e n t .  The a b use of v u l n e r a b l e  
M a n it o b a n s  i s  a n  i n c reas i n g  a n d  f r i g h te n i n g  
phenomenon . l t  is a problem s o  unacceptable t o  the 
vast m ajor i ty of M a n i tobans t h at for many years 
governments failed to devote the resources requ i red. 
Our Government is committed to take action to provide 
the support and the assistance the victims of fami ly of 
violence need. We are providing assistance and support 
to Osborne House. We have committed addit ional 
support to the Chi ld Protection Centre. I said earlier 
we are committed to the White Paper on Elder Abuse 
and wil l  bring i t  to the attention of the House in  the 
not too d istant future. 

We are also committed to a series of programs that 
wi l l  encourage the participation of more Manitobans 
in the active work force. We wil l  be enhancing the single 
parent job access program. We wi l l  be expanding our 
employabil ity enhancement programs. Most importantly, 
we wil l  be working to establ ish a more flexible and 
expanded d ay care system to meet the needs of al l  
Manitobans. 

Over the last few weeks the Members opposite have 
tried to turn the issue of chi ld care into a pol itical 
football .  I think that is a sad commentary on the sincerity 
and the commitment of Members on that side of the 
House. Those games do not serve our ch i ldren wel l 
and they do not serve Manitobans wel l .  Chi ld care is  
too important a topic to p lay pol itical games with .  Th is 
Government is  committed to provid ing more spaces 
for our chi ldren and the Government is committed to 
prov id i n g  better  t r a i n i n g  for the workers .  T h i s  
Government is  committed t o  meeting t h e  chi ld care 
needs of both rural and urban Manitobans. We wi l l  not 
l im it the options available to Manitobans through the 
strict application of idealogical doctrines. We believe 
that we have to address the problems that are left to 
us in the chi ld care system of accessib i l ity because 
there are many areas of the province that do not have 
adequate resources in ch i ld care because of their 
location- rural M anitoba, remote areas. 

We need more in the way of workplace based chi ld 
care to address those needs i n  the workplace. For sh ift 
workers, for special needs workers, we need more of 
those things. That k ind of f lexib i l ity was not addressed 
by the previous administrat ion.  Despite, and I wi l l  say, 
the strides that they made and the improvements they 
made and the positive d irections that they took,  they 
were narrow i n  their focus. We need more flex ib i l ity. 
We have to get away from that narrowness of focus­
flexibi l ity to ensure that people can put their ch i ldren 
in d ay care in p r i vate centres o r  in t h e i r  own 
neighbourhoods where it may be more appropriate than 
trucking them half  way across town because there 
happens to be a non-profit d ay care centre over there 
with a space, and there is not one with in m i les of them 
anywhere else in their commun ity area. We need more 
flexibi l i ty. Again ,  a narrowness of focus by the former 
ad m i n istrat i o n  d i d  not p rov ide for t h a t .  We are 
committed to ensure that it remains the highest possible 
quality that we can achieve in  this province of ours in  
M anitoba. We wi l l  set those standards and ensure that 
they remain h igh q uality standards. We wi l l  enforce 
those standards, M r. Speaker. 
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Justice is a fundamental right of al l  Manitobans, yet 
the justice system of our province has been buffeted 
by controversy and is starved for adequate resources. 
The Attorney-General has mounted a major reform of 
the admin istration of justice in this province. The 
measu res o u t l i ned in t h e  Throne S peech w i l l  be 
implemented with the same speed and effectiveness 
that he d isplayed when he took immediate action to 
address the problems of the Lands Titles Office and 
the Ticketgate affair. I see the Member for Concordia 
( M r. Doer) chuckl ing,  but I am not sure that I should 
take the time to quote for him the comments that he 
made when he was the president of the Manitoba 
Government Employees' Association. He took issue with 
the Government of Manitoba for wiping out some 230 
positions in  Manitoba. Do you know where four of those 
positions were in 1 984 when he took issue with them? 
The Land Tit les Office. Four positions were wiped out 
in  the Land Titles office in  Manitoba. He is chuckling 
at the fact that we have had to add significant resources 
and people to try and solve a problem that has been 
bui ld ing since 1 984 because of the action of h is former 
Government. 

M r. Speaker, we are going to take action to put a 
priority on policing in this province. We have already 
made a commitment I believe to Reston, to restore its 
police in  Reston. We h ave already said we will not carry 
through with the cutbacks that were in the defeated 
NDP Budget on further policing in this province. Further 
policing cutbacks have been halted because we believe 
that it is i mportant to protect the citizens of our 
communities. 

The Throne Speech notes that this drought has been 
a forcef u l  rem inder  of the  f u n d amental  role that 
environment plays in each and every one of our l ives. 
Our water, our land,  our forests and our fresh air are 
a prec i o u s  part  of o u r  her i tage .  M oreover, they 
constitute the basis for our l ivel ihoods in many cases. 
I wil l  get back to the Member for St. Norbert (Mr. Angus) 
with his chuckle about our water. I wi l l  read some more 
q uotes about irresponsible Liberal policies on water. 

Mr. Speaker, the Government of Manitoba recognizes 
t h e  i m p ortance,  t h i s  Govern ment  recog n izes t h e  
importance o f  o u r  natural environment t o  t h e  health 
and wel l-being of Manitobans and to both short and 
long-term economic prosperity for our province. We 
have to be looking at the future. 

I can recall back in  1 98 1 ,  my colleague for Lakeside, 
who is an active farmer, was reading an article about 
the G reenhouse Effect and about the cl imatological 
changes that were predicted for North America. He 
said that he believed that was true.  I do not th ink that 
anybody who has gone through the last number of 
years in our province can doubt that there are serious 
and long-term changes taking place in  our c l imate. I 
have to believe that if it is not the Greenhouse Effect, 
it is some major change that is taking place in our 
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  because I was just  read i n g  some 
information that was developed by one of  our groups 
in M a n i t o b a  who a re work i n g  on env i ronmenta l  
protection.  They said that four of  the  hottest years on  
record in  th is  century have occurred in  the  last decade; 
four of them in  the last decade. Of course you know 
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that we have had the hottest June on record this year, 
and that we have continued throughout July to set 
record high temperatures throughout our province, that 
it has been one of the driest years since the Dirty 
Thirties, and on and on and on.  

Mr. John Angus (St.  Norbert): l t  started on Apri l  26. 

Mr. Filmon: The Member for St.  Norbert says that it 
started on the 26th of Apri l ,  and that is typical of his 
attitude toward problems and serious issues in  this 
House. 

(Mr. Deputy Speaker, Mark M inenko, in  the Chair. )  

We wil l  have h i s  sense o f  humour here t o  b e  a 
reminder of the irresponsib il ity that he represents on 
that side of the House. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are committed and we are 
in  the forefront here in  Man itoba, both nationally and 
i nternational ly, of the concept of sustainable economic 
development, the kind of development that ensures 
that we use our resources and the environment in a 
way that does not damage our future prospects for 
development for future generations. 

This concept that was put forward by the World 
Commission on Environment and Development in  1 987 
has been endorsed by the United Nations General 
Assembly, the leader of the Economic Summit Nations 
and Canada's own First M inisters. Manitoba will be 
among the first jurisd ictions in  Canada to have in  place 
a round table on environment and economy, an advisory 
body that wi l l  assist my Government in the preparation 
of a sustainable development strategy for Manitoba. 
A key part of this strategy wi l l  be close examination 
of the business opportunities for Manitoba in  a new 
and g rowi n g  eco n o m i c  sector focused on t h e  
environment. 

The Government has also emphasized to the federal 
Government that Manitoba would be an ideal location 
for a Canadian centre for sustainable development, 
g iven t h i s  province's leaders h i p  in env ironmenta l  
protection. 

.. ( 1 7 1 0) 

Our Government recogn izes the responsib i l ity that 
we have to encourage positive growth.  We u nderstand 
t h at in a m i n or i ty  G overn ment  we m u st work 
cooperat ive ly  w i th  t h e  M e m bers oppos i te ,  but  
sometimes we wonder if the Members of  the Opposition 
recognize the role that they must play if we are to make 
this minority work. 

There appears to be a confl ict between what the 
Opposition says and what they do. On the one hand, 
they piously demand integrity and then they indu lge in 
less than admirable behaviour, somewhat akin to: 
" Don't do as I do, but do as I say. " What are their 
priorities? We have established ours. Let us know what 
theirs are, because every day they seem to change. 

Fearmongering is first on their l ist of priorities. That 
is something that we have heard , a distastefu l tactic. 
We saw them do it during the election campaign .  The 
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Mem ber for El l ice (Ms.  Gray) and the Member for 
Sturgeon Creek (Mrs.  Yeo), engaged in it during the 
election campaign .  They sent out, a day or two before 
the election campaign,  l iteratu re to their constituents 
with a headl ine that said: " M anitoba loses another 
mult ib i l l ion aerospace contract. "  Now is that honesty? 
Is that integrity? -{ Interjection)- I know that in my area, 
they were sending out l iterature that said that the Tories 
were opposed to rent controls. Wel l ,  they knew fu l l  wel l  
that we were on the  record as  saying that rent controls 
were here to stay in  Manitoba. 

That is  the kind of fearmongering tactics they, the 
L i bera l  P arty, u sed when t h ey were r u n n i n g  for 
government. They used it door to door. I used to th ink 
that the New Democrats were the worst people in terms 
of falsehoods, outright lies, but now I know that the 
Liberals can match them l ie for l ie, falsehood for 
falsehood. 

(Mr. Speaker in the Chair. )  

I read earl ier today the headl ine from the paper on 
Apri l  26,  a l i t t le  too late to help of  course because they 
had already made their impact by the l i terature that 
was being sent out to their constituencies, and the 
Leader of the Opposition had made her al legation on 
television during the televised debate suggesting that 
the contract had been awarded, that somebody had 
gone out to talk to the Prime Min ister about it, and 
all these things had happened . Then the headl ine was 
on Apri l  26: "Grits admit guessing on Air Canada. 
'Unproven allegations were included in Liberal campaign 
l iterature distributed yesterday, ' admits Party President 
Morris Kaufmann. 'We do not have some information. 
We are g uessing. " '  

That is  their commitment t o  integrity and honesty. 
The Leader of the Opposition let a l l  of those unproven 
allegations take place. She was a part of them. She 
made some of them herself. This is an ind ividual who 
said s h e  wanted to change the  operat ion  of th is  
Legislature, to restore integrity to politics, restore 
decorum .  

Talk ing about decorum ,  w e  know about her visit to 
Nova Scotia where she went to Nova Scotia to lecture 
the people there about her version of polit ics. She went 
and said about John Buchanan , the Premier of Nova 
Scotia, that he ought not to try to distance h imself from 
the scandals that were taking place. She said that he 
was involved with those scandals. That is qu ite an 
al legation to make. 

Then she said to the Leader of the New Democratic 
Party, "As for gutless Alexa (phonetic), the Leader of 
the New Democratic Party. "  That is what she said 
pub l icly. I heard it on the CBC. 

M r. Speaker, that is the way to engage in better 
decorum in  pol it ics, is it not? To go to another province 
where you are not a resident, you are not a part of 
their politics and to engage in that kind of name-cal l ing, 
that is br inging back decorum to politics. I wi l l  not have 
any of that, I wi l l  tel l  you . 

Both Opposition Parties, of course, have adopted 
this fearmongering tactic as a way to try and attack 
the Free Trade Agreement. Fi rst, they come up with 

-
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the allegation that the Free Trade Agreement is going 
to al low the Americans to take away our drinking water, 
that we wi l l  have no control over that happening.  

Then they say that the Free Trade Agreement is going 
to al low the Americans to take away our blood. We 
are going to move in  American blood banks and they 
wil l  take away our blood. The next thing they are going 
to say is that the Free Trade Agreement wil l  al low them 
to take away our first-born babies-right? Is  that the 
next one? 

Come on,  let us get serious here. The fearmongering 
i s  absolute nonsense. I have read the analyses. I have 
read the briefings. I have read every single issue and 
I wi l l  tell you this.  I would rather read the analyses and 
the br ie f ings  and the s u m m a ries and the issues 
developments of our staff, and understand them,  than 
to be l ike the Leader of the New Democratic Party ( M r. 
Doer) who has read it and does not understand it. He 
does not  u n derst a n d  it .  H i s  foo l i sh  tact ics,  h i s  
fearmongering i s  not going t o  i mpress anybody. They 
are just going to grease the skids of his Party on their 
downhi l l  s l ide in  Manitoba. 

I recognize that the responsib i l ity of the Opposition 
is  to keep the Government on their toes. I accept that 
and I welcome responsible debate, but this is not 
responsible debate that we have been engaging in .  We 
need to have legit imate criticism. We need to have 
constructive suggestions. That is how Manitoba can 
best be served by its Opposition, especially in  a minority 
House. The NDP are just as gu i lty as the Liberals of 
rais ing fears and promoting hysteria. 

We know about their action with respect to the 
material that was del ivered to Fl in Flon. But d id they 
take a responsible approach? Did they go, when they 
had that i nformation, d irectly to the Min ister and say 
we are very concerned about this.  Here is an issue. 
We want you dealing with it .  Phone him in  the morning,  
get h is department to review it ,  put on a stop-work or  
whatever. No. What d id they do? They waited unt i l  
Question Period and then they informed the Min ister 
of the Environment (Mr. Connery) of their great concern 
about this. Their great concern was to get publ icity, to 
make a splash, to hit the six o'clock news. That is what 
their great concern was, M r. Speaker. 

I n  fact, the M ayor of Fl in Flon was so aghast at this 
tactic that they used that startled the citizens of Fl i n  
Flon with t h e  allegations -(Interjection)- They made the 
allegations that the M ayor of Fl in Flon said that this 
was akin to a person who goes on an airplane and 
yel ls ,  h ijack. He said that is  the k ind of tactic this was. 

But the Member for Fl in Flon (Mr. Storie) has a h istory 
of this k ind of d ishonesty. He has a history of deal ing 
with that. 

POINT OF ORDER 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition): 
A point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

Of course, the statement that the First M in ister ( M r. 
F i lmon) makes is not true, and to say it is also against 
the rules of this House. 
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Mr. Speaker: I would ask the Honourable First Minister 
( M r. Fi lmon) to withdraw that statement about the 
Honourable Member for Fl in Flon (Mr. Storie). 

Mr. Filmon: I wi l l  say that the Member for Fl in Flon 
is less than honest and has been demonstrated to be 
such , and it . . . 

Mr. Speaker: On the same point, would the Honourable 
First M inister please withdraw that statement about the 
Honourable Member for Fl in Flon . 

Mr. Filmon: All right, Mr. Speaker, I wil l  withdraw that-

Mr. Speaker: Thank you. 

Mr. Filmon: - because it is unparliamentary. Let me 
read something about the Member for Flin Flon (Mr. 
Storie) that wi l l  let the Members opposite, the new 
Members, judge his honesty. This took place on Friday, 
February 1 2 ,  i n  this Legislature. 

* ( 1 720) 

When the Member for Lakeside (Mr. Enns) asked the 
q uestion of the then M i nister of Energy, who was the 
Member for Fl in Flon, he asked him what was the total 
cost? How many hundreds of thousands of dollars were 
spent in the attempt to acquire Inter-City Gas by this 
NDP Government? At that t ime, the answer was-Mr. 
Speaker, I wi l l  be delighted to g ive the Member the 
exact figure including invoices that we have not yet 
received . The exact f igure for the cost of acquisition ,  
the exercise that we went through to assure that as 
we proceeded we were doing so in  a prudent and 
reasonable fash ion,  that we conducted that necessary 
due d i l igence before gett ing involved, the f igure is 
$589,000.00. 

M r. Speaker, there was i nformation avai lable at the 
t ime that suggested it was much more than that so 
the Member for Lakeside repeated the question.  M r. 
Storie, at that time the Member for Flin Flon, said " Read 
my l ips ."  He repeated $589,000 and suggested that 
the Member for Lakeside did not know what he was 
talk ing about.  

We have tabled in  the House evidence that that 
takeover cost at this point i n  t ime $ 1 .23 mi l l ion, that 
he already had invoices in his hands for $86 1 ,000 at 
the t ime he answered that question and that he knew 
about at least $300,000 of additional expenses at that 
t ime. So much for the honesty of the Member for F l in  
Flon.  Manitobans massively rejected the NDP in  the 
last elect ion and they sti l l  have not learned their lesson .  

Let us get  on to some of the  th ings that the  Liberal 
Party has been doing. Let us get on to the credib i l ity 
of the Liberal Party opposite. I am amazed at every 
day in this H ouse how they seem to be going back on 
some of the th ings that they said .  How about some of  
the contradictions? People te l l  me that the Leader of 
the Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs) is a very definite person 
and that is exactly right. She is definite each t ime she 
takes a position on an issue even though it is a d ifferent 
posit ion.  She is very defin ite about it. 

I can recal l  that during the election campaign she 
started out saying they would el iminate the payroll tax 
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and then she moved a l itt le later to say that they would 
phase it  out over three years. Then she said wel l ,  I did 
not say which three years. Final ly, she ended up saying 
a few days after the election campaign when the 
Dominion Bond Rating Service said that we had a 
serious debt problem in Manitoba, she said my advice 
to the Premier would be to go slow on e l iminating the 
payrol l  tax because he should not rush into it too qu ickly, 
we have to el iminate the debt first. So she went from 
saying eliminate it completely, to phasing it out, to saying 
do not move on it because the debt is  too important 
to us. Those are contradictions. 

Then she says, she does not p lay games. She began 
a day or so after the election by saying that she would 
give us an opportunity, a chance to show what we could 
do i n  Government. She said that. Then within days, 
she was starting her dai ly routine of threatening to 
bring us down; wel l ,  if they do not do this I am going 
to bring them down, if they do not do that I am going 
to bring them down. I was in  Parksvi l le two-and-a-half 
weeks after we were sworn i n  and I made a statement 
about the support of our Government for free trade, 
and she says if he says that one more t ime, I am going 
to bring down the Government. This is a real responsible 
Opposition. This is consistency. 

What about Meech Lake? What has she done with 
Meech Lake? She says to beg in  with Meech Lake is 
dead. We are going to defeat Meech Lake. Then she 
says wel l ,  we are going to amend Meech Lake; we are 
not just going to defeat it ,  we are going to amend 
Meech Lake. Now, of course, we have a contradiction 
appearing. We have a contradiction with her Deputy 
Leader (Mr. Carr) of al l  people. Here is an interview 
that was taped , that took place on Canada AM on, I 
believe it was the 22nd of July. At that point, the Deputy 
Leader was asked by Norm Perry, "But your own leader, 
M r. Carr, said that Meech Lake is dead not too long 
ago." Does that mean she now thinks it is  only sl ightly 
wounded? Here is what the response was of the Deputy 
Leader, wel l ,  she said that the Accord unamended is 
dead, and she was speaking from her point of view as 
the Liberal Leader. Our caucus has been very clear 
from Day One that we th ink there are many ways to 
i mprove the Accord . Wel l ,  the Leader certainly was not 
very clear. She said it was dead , and they were going 
to defeat it .  

How about changes i n  position on the Free Trade 
Agreement? How many questions have they been 
asking in  this House on the Free Trade Agreement? 
They have been asking a lot, r ight? Here is an article 
that was in  the M arch 10 newspaper of this year in 
which she was quoted as saying-this is the Leader 
of the Liberal Party (Mrs. Carstairs). " 'As wel l , '  she 
said ,  'the Canada-U.S.  Free Trade Agreement is not a 
provincial matter, and should cont inue to be handled 
only at the federal level , - only at the federal level ­
w h i l e  f u n d i n g  for com m u n i ty  services s h o u l d  be  
budgeted at  the  local level so  agencies can  make the 
best use of the money. '  " 

She is saying that it should only be a federal issue, 
but now her Members are asking q uestions day after 
day, and they have got a resolution that they are going 
to support of the New Democrats and now it is a 
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prov inc ia l  i ssue and t hey are b r i n g i n g  i n  a l l  t h i s  
legislat ion. Talk about changing posit ions, talk about 
being absolutely firm and committed to your principles. 
1t  is  like this. The Leader of the Opposition has a set 
of principles and , if you do not l ike those, she has got 
another set of principles that she wil l  offer you tomorrow. 
That is the k ind of leadersh ip we are gett ing.  

I wi l l  not go through the k inds of things that we have 
been seeing in this House in the fi rst couple of weeks, 
the q uestions from Members opposite about ManOi l .  
Why are we gett ing out of ManOi l ,  says the critic. Wel l ,  
your  Leader said that we ought  to get  out of ManOi l .  
That was what she said during the election campaign. 

The fact of the matter is-you missed the fi rst part 
of the speech,  to the Leader of the New Democrats 
( M r. Doer). Read it  in  Hansard . 

Talk  about commitment, here are these people, the 
New Democratic Party, they put forward a motion for 
an e mergency d ebate o n  C h u r c h i l l .  This is  a b ig  
emergency. They are so  committed to  it that a quarter 
of their caucus were not even there for the vote. That 
is their k ind of commitment, that is their integrity. That 
is the kind of word that you can believe from the New 
Democratic Party. 

But the Liberals, day after day after day, they suggest 
that we spend more and more and more money. What 
do they say? They said that we should e l iminate party 
l ines. They said that we ought to el iminate long-distance 
charges for communities, provide funding for in-vitro 
fert i l izat ion,  al low producers to retroactively enter the 
crop i n s u rance prog ram , e m e rgency f u n d i n g  for  
addit ional pol ice on the Red River, additional funding 
for the Churchi l l  Development Fund Board , funding for 
rai l  l ine development u p  to Churchi l l .  Al l  of these things, 
they say, day after day after day. The cash register tol l  
is i ncreasing.  

These are the same people whose Leader said that 
the most important priority, after the Dominion Bond 
Rating Service came out lowering our bond rat ing,  she 
said that reducing the deficit was the most important 
priority and, day after day after day, they say we ought 
to be spending more and more money on these th ings. 

What about studying? The Leader of the Opposition 
said al l  we do is study, study, study, and she took great 
exception to the fact that we are studying the health 
care system in M anitoba. But we have a copy of her 
campaign promises, i n  which she said that she would 
appoint a royal commission to study the health care 
system in M anitoba. That was her commitment. Then 
she takes exception to the fact that we are appointing 
a Health Care Advisory Network to study health care 
in Manitoba. There are so many inconsistencies, I am 
sorry that I did not take longer to go through this.  

* ( 1 730) 

The fact of the matter is we have many important 
th ings to look at in  M anitoba. We are al l  here to serve 
t h e  peop le  of M a n i t o b a .  The  Oppos i t ion  has  a n  
obl igation to support good legislation a n d  sensible 
d irect ion.  They cannot be small-minded. They cannot 
resort to petty pol itical haggl ing.  lt  must have a loft ier 
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agenda and a higher goal than it  has revealed so far. 
I caution the Opposition and point out that the day­
to-day game playing and fearmongering is harmful to 
all M anitobans, and u lt imately the people of Manitoba 
wil l  recpgn ize that fact. 

The publ ic did not seek a negative force on Apri l  26. 
l t  sought positive change. My Government is prepared , 
eager and wi l l ing to provide that positive change. We 
make no apologies for l istening to Man itobans and 
moving forward in  a measured, thoughtful way. In  doing 
so, we wi l l  not have another MTX. We wi l l  not have a 
Workers Compensation Board in chaos. We wi l l  l isten 
to our citizens, we will l isten to Members opposite, and 
then we wi l l  decide. 

Over the years, I have articulated our vision for 
Manitoba. I have spoken to small groups and to large 
audiences about what we want for our chi ldren and 
for our citizens. I have referred to the heritage that we 
have, bui lt  on hard work and perseverance from our 
forebears ,  w h i c h  has c reated a M an i t o b a  with a 
multicultural d iversity of which we al l  can be prou d .  
Our unique position within Canada a s  t h e  keystone 
province is not only of symbolic significance, but it is 
of real concrete meaning as wel l  for everyone i n  this 
province. 

This Government is dedicated to enhancing that 
position,  to improving the qual ity of l i fe of our citizens 
so that al l  might prosper. That is the goal of our 
Progressive Conservative Party in  Manitoba, and that 
is  the goal of our Government. 

So,  M r. Speaker, I am therefore proud to support 
this Throne Speech,  and the excellent foundation that 
it bui lds for us to achieve those goals. Thank you very 
much. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!  

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. I n  accordance with Rule 
35.(4), I am interrupting proceedings to put the question 
on the Motion to the House. 

The question before the House is the proposed 
Motion of the Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet 
( M r. P razn i k ) ,  for an a n swer to H i s  H o n o u r  t h e  
Lieutenant-Governor, in  answer t o  h i s  speech a t  the 
opening of the Session. Do you wish the Motion read? 
(Agreed) 

That an H umble Address be presented to H is  Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor as follows: 

Nous, fideles et loyaux sujets de Sa M ajeste, formant 
I 'Assemblee legislative du  Manitoba, vous remercions 
bien humblement d u  d iscours que vous avez eu la 
m a g n a n i m i te  de  prono n cer  devant n o u s  lors de 
l 'ouvertu re de la  presente session. 
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(Translation) 

We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Legislat ive Assembly of Manitoba in Session assembled, 
humbly thank Your Honour for the gracious speech 
which You r  Honour has been pleased to address us at 
the opening of the present Session.  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MESSAGES 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): I have 
a message from His Honour, the Lieutenant-Governor. 

Mr. Speaker: I have been informed of proposed Bi l l  
No. 7, which wi l l  provide interim authority to make 
expenditures from the Consol idated Fund retroactive 
to Apri l  1 ,  1 988, pending approval of The Appropriation 
Act , 1 988.  

Bi l l  No. 7 wi l l  abate spending authority provided by 
four Special Warrants issued i n  1 988-89 fiscal year, 
pursuant to Orders-in-Counci l .  lt wi l l  also provide a 
port ion  of commi tment  author i ty  and borrowi n g  
authority requ ired for t h e  1 988-89 fiscal year. 

I recom mend Bi l l  No. 7 to the House. 

Mr. Manness: M r. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
Honourable Attorney-General (Mr. McCrae), that the 
said message be referred to the Committee of Supply. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

Mr. Manness: I move, seconded by the M inister of 
Municipal Affairs ( M r. Cummings), that th is House wil l ,  
a t  its next sitt ing,  resolve itself into a Committee to 
consider of the Supply to be granted to Her M ajesty. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

Mr. Manness: I move, seconded by the M inister of 
Northern Affai rs (Mr. Downey), that this House wi l l ,  at 
its next sitting, resolve itself into a Committee to 
consider of the Ways and Means for raising of the 
Supply to be granted to Her Majesty. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

Hon. James McCrae (Government House Leader): 
I move, seconded by the Honourable Minister of Finance 
(Mr. M anness), that the House do now adjourn. 

MOTION presented and carried and the H ouse  
ad journed  and stands a d j o u r n ed u nt i l  1 :3 0  p . m .  
tomorrow (Thursday). 




