LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA
Tuesday, January 30, 1990.

The House met at 1:30 p.m.

PRAYERS
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Mr. Neil Gaudry (Acting Chairman of Committees):
Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Supply has adopted
certain resolutions, directs me to report the same and
asks leave to sit again.

I move, seconded by the Honourable Member for St.
Norbert (Mr. Angus), that the report of the committee
be received.

MOTION presented and carried.
TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Harry Enns (Minster of Natural Resources): Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to table the Five Year Report
to the Legislature on Fisheries as well as the
Supptementary Information with respect to my
Estimates.

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and
Training): | would like to table the official report of
The Coopers and Lybrand Consulting Group on the
Winnipeg Education Centre study.

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney
General): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to table -
{interjection)-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. McCrae: —Supplementary Information for
Legislative Review of the Department of Justice for
1989-90.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Health Care
Extended Care Bed Report

Mr. Gulzar Cheema (Kildonan): Mr. Speaker, my
question is to the Premier (Mr. Filmon).

Mr. Speaker, for more than 20 months we have been
asking the Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard) what the
policy is on extended care treatment. He has promised
on a number of occasions to implement the
recommendations as soon as the report becomes
available.

Wwill the Premier teii this House if he is committed
to acting on the recommendations of this very important
report?

* (1335)

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, of course
we are committed to taking action to improve many
areas of health care, as we already have. During our
time in office we have brought in the most ambitious
capital program in the history of this province in health
care. During our term in office we have for two straight
budgets brought in increases to health care spending
that are double the rate of inflation—excellent response
to needs out there in the health care field.

We as well, against the wishes of the Liberals,
appointed a Health Advisory Network to go out and
develop a plan and a strategy to deal with the serious
long-term issues in health care in this province. We put
on that some very, very highly regarded people from
all areas of the health care community, people such as
Dr. Arnold Naimark, of course, the president of the
University of Manitoba, former dean of Law Schools,
the Chair of that group. We put on that group, of course,
people such as John Bowman, a past chairman of the
Health Sciences Centre, a very learned and well-
experienced individual in the health care field; Dr. Jack
Armstrong, a former president of the Manitoba Medical
Association; Marguerite Chown, a former president of
the Seniors Society of Manitoba; Laurent Desjardins,
a former Minister of Health, a very, very impressive
individual.

Municipal Hospitals

Mr. Gulzar Cheema (Kildonan): Mr. Speaker, the
Municipal Hospitals in Winnipeg are in a deplorable
situation. Some patients have had to live there for 35
years in a very disgraceful situation. We have raised
this issue numerous times, but no positive action has
been taken from this administration. Will the Premier
(Mr. Filmon) commit today to construct a new facility
for the Municipal Hospitals, which his Government has
put on hold for the last 20 months?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): As part of this major
consultative process, the Health Advisory Network
appointed various subcommittees, one of which was,
of course, the Extended Treatment Bed Review, and
that group that was chaired by Ron Birt, who is the
executive director of the Seven Oaks Hospital, looked
at the issues surrounding extended treatment beds
throughout Manitoba and specifically in the Greater
Winnipeg area, because, of course, there are many
concerns about what future uses these beds ought to
be put to. We have some new beds coming on-stream,
we have demands for personal care beds, we have, of
course, a facility such as Municipal Hospitals, Concordia
and many others that have to be dealt with.

They have, as | understand it, brought in a preliminary
report, that subcommittee of the task force, which will
be considered by the task force after consultation
throughout Winnipeg, because we cannot from this
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process eliminate those professionals in the health care
field who ought to be considered in arriving at a
decision. So we have to have their report out for
consultation with the various administrators of the
hospitals that will be affected in Winnipeg, the various
professionals, would be they doctors, be they nurses,
health care—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Deer Lodge Hospital
Extended Care Beds

Mr. Gulzar Cheema (Kildonan): Mr. Speaker, while
Manitobans wait for the acute beds, 25 percent of these
beds are occupied by the extended care patients. At
the same time, this Minister of Health and his
administration have kept 90 beds vacant at Deer Lodge
Hospital. That is completely ignorant on the part of
this Minister. They have wasted hundreds of thousands
of dollars of taxpayer dollars.

Can the Premier (Mr. Filmon) commit today to open
these much needed 90 beds which are clearly indicated
by this report?—but the Premier is saying, we know
the consultation has taken place. Why are they delaying
the implementation of this report?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, as a matter
of fact, the consultation has not taken place because
the report has not been laid before the health care
professionals and administrators for their input and
reaction and response. All that has happened is that
the subcommittee of the Health Advisory Network has
come up with a proposal that now has to be considered
and responded to by those professionals.

Mr. Speaker, we will not do what the Leader of the
Liberal Party (Mrs. Carstairs) has proposed, which is
to throw out 40 percent of those people who are
currently in personal care beds in this province. That
is what she suggested in Minnedosa, and | will quote
from the article in the Minnedosa Tribune in which she
responded to that, and | quote, Mr. Speaker: to another
question from the floor—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Filmon: —Mrs. Carstairsindicated that 40 percent
of people presently—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Filmon: —residing in personal care homes do not
need to be there. That is an irresponsible statement,
Mr. Speaker, and the Liberal Party and their Leader
ought to be ashamed of themselves.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. The
Honourable Member for Kildonan.

Mr. Cheema: | have a new question—Mr. Speaker, |
think Mr. Premier should be ashamed of repeating the
same thing in this House 10 times. Our Leader has
never said that. She had advocated for the seniors at
the site . . . he is ignorant.

Head Injuries
Extended Care Beds

Mr. Gulzar Cheema (Kildonan): Mr. Speaker, with a
question.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please.

The Honourable Member—his postscript, | do not
believe, has anything to do with his new question. He
is debating an answer which was previously given and,
therefore, is out of order.

* (1340)

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Speaker, with a new question, we
have raised the issue of need for the expanded long-
care treatment for the patient with head injuries. On
an average, head injury patient occupies acute care
beds for nine months at an average of 15 to 20 patients
at a given time. That report has confirmed what we
have been saying for 19 months and this Minister has
completely denied that report.

Mr. Speaker, will the Premier (Mr. Filmon) commit
today that the recommendation from this report to
provide the additional beds for patients with head
injuries be provided so that we can provide the best
possible care and also save tax dollars, which they are
wasting for the last 19 months?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, the Health
Criticfor the Liberal Party does not seem to understand
the process that has been followed by the Health
Advisory Network, which is that a subcommittee has
developed a proposal as to how to deal with extended
bed treatment in this province.

That proposal now has to be looked at and reviewed
by administrators in the health care field by health care
professionals, the doctors—of whom he is one—the
nurses and other practitioners, who will have to deal
with those who require extended care treatment in this
province.

None of this process has taken place, so that the
proposal is in a very undeveloped stage at this point
in time. That is why it says preliminary. That is why it
says that consultations must take place. That is why
it has not even been referred by the Health Advisory
Network to the Minister.

Until they have those consultations, until they have
the response of the professionals, they cannot put a
firm plan in the hands of the Minister. So why should
the Minister go running off, putting in place,
implementing a plan that hasnot even been developed
fully by the Health Advisory Network? That may be the
Liberal way of doing things, but that is not the right
way of doing things. That is not the organized way of
doing things.

Mr. Cheema: | think it will be to the advantage of the
Premier (Mr. Filmon) to read this report and then he
will iearn something—what is important for health care
in Manitoba.
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Home Care System
Expansion

Mr. Gulzar Cheema (Kildonan): Mr. Speaker, this
report clearly indicates the need for more home care
services. Will the Premier (Mr. Filmon) commit today
to provide and expand the continued care in Manitoba
so that people who are waiting for personal care home
placement can at least be cared for in the meantime,
which they have ignored for the last 19 months?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): We are committed to
provide adequate facilities in personal care for the
elderly of this province who require it, unlike the Leader
of the Liberal Party (Mrs. Carstairs) and the Liberal
Party who have said that they would turf out 40 percent
of those people who are currently in personal care
homes. That is their response to a need for personal
care bed spaces. In fact the Leader of the Liberal Party
said, and | will complete her quote: these peoplerequire
less than 20 minutes of care per day. They should be
living at home, not in personal care homes. That is
absolutely absurd. It is the most ignorant thing that
has been said by the Liberals, to date, in this province.

Health Care
Seniors Services

Mr. Gulzar Cheema (Kildonan): My final question is
to the Minister of Seniors (Mr. Downey).

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order. Order, please. The Honourable
Member for Kildonan has the floor.

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Speaker, my final question is to the
Minister for Seniors. Given the tremendous impact this
report will have on the services for seniors, can the
Minister of Seniors (Mr. Downey) tell us if he has read
the report and what recommendation he is going to
make to the Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard) and to
his Premier (Mr. Filmon) who has not read the report
so far?

Hon. James Downey (Minister responsible for
Seniors): Mr. Speaker, | will be very brief and very
straightforward.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, order.

#r. Downey: The biggest impact on the seniors of
Manitoba is, if we had a Liberal Government, that would
turf 40 percent of them out in the streets in an
irresponsible way.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order. Order, please.

* (1345)

Health Care
Extended Care Bed Report

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition):
My question is also to the First Minister (Mr. Filmon).
We were happy to receive a copy of the report, but
we fundamentally disagree, | should say, with the Liberal
Party position that they will accept all the
recommendations on the interim report and shaft Grace
Hospital and Concordia Hospital. | want to ask my
question to the First Minister (Mr. Filmon)—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please.

* Kk kkk

Mr. Gulzar Cheema (Kildonan): On a point of order.
Mr. Speaker: On a point of order.

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Speaker, the Member for Concordia
(Mr. Doer) is putting the wrong thing on the record. We
have never said we are going to implement all the
recommendations. We have said recommendations—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. The
Honourable Member does not have a point of order.
Order, please. It is clearly a dispute over the facts.

*hkkkk

Mr. Doer: | try to keep track of the Liberal Health
policy. | pay very close attention to it, Mr. Speaker—
user fees, means tests.

| want to ask a question to the Premier (Mr. Filmon),
because it is a very serious question for the people in
northeast Winnipeg, of all political stripes, and this is
a non-partisan question -(interjection)- dealing with
the—I know you do not know the word, but it is a non-
partisan question.

The people of northeast Winnipeg, of all political
stripes, have been calling us today and they want to
know from the highest authority, the Government,
whether, in fact—notwithstanding the process, it has
taken a long time to take place—would the Premier
(Mr. Filmon) please acknowledge today that it will be
the Cabinet and the Premier that will make the final
decisions on the recommendations that come to them,
and, therefore, the ability to provide 60 extended care
beds in the northeast quadrant of the City of Winnipeg,
which is the third busiest section now in Manitoba, and
an emergency ward would certainly not be closed by
this report or other reports . . . .

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, the Leader
of the New Democratic Party (Mr. Doer) makes precisely
the point that | was attempting to make to the Health
Critic of the Liberal Party. That is that this is an interim
report that has been provided by a subcommittee of
the Health Advisory Network and that it is open for
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discussion, input and response by administrators of all
the hospitals and professionals who have to deal with
the consequences.

* (1350)

Indeed, the Leader of the Liberal Party (Mrs. Carstairs)
yesterday was willing to accept the report in totality
and implement it, perhaps against the better wishes,
better interests, and better knowledge of the
administrators and health care professionals of this
city who have the right to have input into it.

We will not deal with the report until it has been
responded to by doctors, by health care professionals,
and by administrators. We will not implement it until
we have the full picture rather than a part of the picture
that the Liberal Party is willing to tie itself to, and just
bind its hands, and implement blindly. We will not do
that.

Mr. Doer: On behalf of the citizens and the volunteers,
as well as the administrators in the health care
profession, | would strongly urge the Government to
provide the 60 extended care beds in the northeast
quadrant of the city.

Concordia Hospital
Personal Care Beds

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition):
| would also ask the Premier (Mr. Filmon), on behalf
of the citizens and volunteers that are also working in
partnership in the health care field with the administrator
and with the doctors, would the Government also be
able to notimplement the recommendation on excluding
personal care beds from Concordia Hospital, in that,
to date, there has been a community of medical,
professional and voluntary members of the community
working with the Concordia Hospital with those personal
care beds. Therefore, their recommendation may make
some medical sense but not any community sense.
Would the Premier then give us his assurance in
northeast Winnipeg?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): We will take into account
all the considerations with respect to a decision of this
nature. The Member for Concordia (Mr. Doer) may recall
that his own Government ignored the community
aspects of decisions they made in health care in the
hospitals in Manitoba, and specifically in Winnipeg, four
years ago when they cut out the obstetrics at the
obstetrical ward at Seven Oaks and at Concordia.

They did not take into account the fact that they
were built as community based hospitals intended for
community treatment in all respects. They eliminated
some very valuable and needed services in both those
community areas by cutting out obstetrics and the
delivery of children in Concordia and Seven Oaks.

We believe, Mr. Speaker, that we have to consider
all these aspects. That is why the report must be
responded to by administrators, doctors and health
care professionals and then when that report has been
responded to, revised or revitalized, or changed in any

way, based on the response, it will then be taken to
the Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard), who will have the
firm recommendations of the Health Care Advisory
Network.

Mr. Doer: The Premier (Mr. Filmon) conveniently leaves
out that we expanded the out-surgery department of
that section of that hospital, and expanded the
emergency section of that hospital. Mr. Speaker, we
extended the personal care home beds in that hospital,
and it has been frozen ever since with empty beds at
Deer Lodge Hospital.

Health Care
Federal Funding

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition):
My question to the Premier deals with his meetings
with the Prime Minister on Medicare. Medicare is under
attack from the federal Government; $100 million was
cut out of our five-year budget for health in the last
Wilson budget.

The Premier (Mr. Filmon) this weekend met with the
Prime Minister of the country. Did the Premier get
assurances that Medicare and health care would not
be cut in the next federal budget and we would be
able to implement some of the recommendations
contained in theinterim report that will necessitate costs
for an aging population? Did he get assurances that
the Prime Minister will not cut Medicare payments to
Manitoba in the next budget expected in the next four
weeks?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, the Member
for Concordia (Mr. Doer) knows full well that matters
to do with a budget are not revealed publicly by
anybody, whether it be the Minister of Finance or the
Prime Minister or anybody else. He knows there have
been court challenges and there have been all sorts
of legal hassles over people revealing what is or is not
in a budget.

| can tell him that the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Manness) and | speak as one voice on this, that we
are very concerned—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr.Filmon: —to ensure that Manitobans are protected,
that Manitobans get the support they deserve from the
federal Government with respect to health, post-
secondary education, and all of the shared-cost
programs that we have between the federal and
provincial Governments in this country.

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, given that the Premier did not
raise it at the First Ministers’ meeting, and given that
we are now in a state of under 40 percent funding for
the federal Government for health care, that is going
to be the death of Medicare if there is another cutback
in terms of the citizens of this country, did the Premier
(Mr. Filmon) raise it with the Prime Minister in terms
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| know that for my part, for the part of other Members
on this side of the House, we have extended every
effort to be co-operative and to be helpful, but in some
circumstances where private disputes are involved,
there are times when matters are bestleft to the proper
authorities, in this case the courts and the legal system.

Mr. Maloway: The fact of the matter is that most of
these happenings happened in the last year when this
Government was in office. The seizure of cattle and
other activities did not happen in the past, two years
ago. They happened in the last year.

Property Seizure
RCMP Investigation

Mr. Jim Maloway (Elmwood): Mr. Speaker, my final
supplementary is to the Attorney General (Mr. McCrae).
Given that the RCMP were notified about this and other
illegal seizures of property, namely two trucks belonging
to Lyle Heaman, and that they have failed to follow
through with any investigation and are currently being
investigated by the RCMP in Ottawa, and on the request
of Lyle Heaman, will the Attorney General initiate an
investigation based on today’s earlier revelations in
committee? Will he investigate the Virden RCMP as he
has done in the case of Ste. Anne—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. The question
has been put. The Honourable Minister of Justice.

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney
General): As | say, Mr. Speaker, | will heed what you
have said, rather than what the Honourable Member
has said, with respect to proceedings before a
committee. If citizens of Manitoba have complaints or
problems respecting services provided by the RCMP,
there is acivilian body that can be approached to make
complaints about the RCMP If there are problems with
judges, there are two ways that people can deal with
that. One way is to appeal judicial decisions. The other
way is, if the allegation is that a judge has behaved
improperly, to file a complaint with either the Manitoba
Judicial Council or the Canadian Judicial Council.

if a person has a problem with a lawyer or feels that
a lawyer has acted inappropriately, we have the Law
Society of Manitoba. With regard to anyone else, well
obviously, with respect to politicians, the Honourable
Member has brought the matter forward to the House,
| suggest improperly. The Honourable Member has not
been noted since this Session began for a responsible
attitude towards his conduct of his business in this
House, and | think today is a good demonstration, Mr.
Speaker.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

hkkkk

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Order. The Honourable
Member for Thompson.

Mr. Steve Ashton (Second Opposition House Leader):
Mr. Speaker, | believe the last comments—

Mr. Speaker: On a point of order?

Mr. Ashton: —of the Government House Leader (Mr.
McCrae) are totally out of order.

Mr. Speaker: On a point of order?

Mr. Ashton: The Member for Eimwood (Mr. Maloway)
is raising a question quite legitimately—it is on a point
of order, Mr. Speaker—and | would ask the Government
House Leader and Attorney General (Mr. McCrae) to
withdraw those comments.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Government House
Leader, on the same point of order.

Mr. McCrae: | suppose, Mr. Speaker, the comments
were made in conjunction with the point that you
yourself made, Your Honour, and that is that matters
that are raised in committees ought not to be brought
forward to the House. It was in that context that | make
the comment | made about the Honourable Member.
Everyone here knows the way that Honourable Member
approaches his duties.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. On the point of order raised
by the Honourable Member for Thompson (Mr. Ashton),
the Honourable Member does not have a point of order.
It is clearly a dispute over the facts.

Heaman Family
Agriculture Minister’s Awareness

Mr. Paul Edwards (St. James): Mr. Speaker, regardless
of some of the suggestions of the Minister of Justice
(Mr. McCrae), the facts are clear that the Heaman family
has been at so many doors in the last years attempting
to deal with their bankruptcy and the taking away of
their land. It has intimately involved the Government.
The committee this morning heard for over two hours
the long and complicated trials of the Heaman family.
The committee was not about those incidents but those
incidents were brought to their attention.

My question this afternoon is to the Acting Minister
of Agriculture (Mr. Downey). The Heamans complain of
wrongdoing and persecution by the Manitoba
Agricultural Credit Corporation and many others in the
chain of events that has put them into bankruptcy and
off their land. Despite these very serious allegations,
the Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Findlay), who is their
MLA as well, has had no time for them.

* (1410)

My question is this: what can the Minister tell us
about this case and what investigation has been done
or is beingdone presently? Why has the Minister refused
to meet?

Hon. James Downey (Minister of Northern and Native
Affairs): Let me first of all say that there is no
acceptance of the preamble. Let me as well say that
this issue has been before the previous administration
for some three years. | will take the further questions
of the Member as notice.
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Heaman Family
Legal Aid Certificate

Mr. Paul Edwards (St. James): | have a supplementary
to the Minister of Justice (Mr. McCrae). Given the long
litany of very serious complaints which have come
forward, which includes allegations about Crown
attorneys and the RCMP, will the Minister support an
application by the Heamans to have a legal aid
certificate insofar as to study this issue and determine
if there is any validity to any of the allegations made,
which | might reiterate are very serious indeed?

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney
General): Mr. Speaker, | want to associate myself with
the comments the Honourable Member has made about
the difficulties with respect to agriculture in Manitoba
these days and | guess gently ask the Honourable
Member to keep that in mind when he and his caucus
Members discuss issues related to decentralization of
Government Services into rural Manitoba. | hope he
remembers that support for rural Manitoba is more
than just a question raised in the Legislature on one
particular issue.

The difficult situation faced by the family in question
is indeed something that Members of this Government
are extremely aware of and appropriate attention has
been paid to those issues as they have been brought
to our attention. | have been very well briefed by the
family in this regard with respect to the issues. | have
had frequent contacts with that family and | have asked
them to—at any time if there is any way that | can
properly be of assistance, then | would be happy to
do so.

Mr. Edwards: | gather the answer to that is no.
Insensitivity seems to have become a way of life for
this Government, Mr. Speaker.

Heaman Family
Consumer Minister’s Awareness

Mr. Paul Edwards (St. James): Finally, for the Minister
of Corporate and Consumer Affairs, why has this
Minister followed the lead of his colleague, the Minister
of Agriculture (Mr. Findlay), and also refused repeatedly
to meet with the Heamans despite repeated requests
to do so?

Hon. Edward Connery (Minister of Co-operative,
Consumer and Corporate Affairs): Mr. Speaker, let
me say that all of us are deeply concerned over the
state of the Heamans and the potential loss of their
property, because regardless of the circumstances this
is a tragedy to that particular family and we feel for
them.

The concerns raised by the Heamans to my
department were fully reviewed. There was a review
by the Consumer and Corporate Affairs. There was a
review by the department for the director of the Credit
Union Society to ensure that every avenue of justice
open to the Heamans was accorded. It is before the
courts and the courts will decide what will take place.

We would be quite pleased—if the Member thinks that
there was wrongdoing, | would be quite open to have
the Heamans apply to the Ombudsman to review the
operation. They also have access to the courts.

Ducks Unlimited Canada
Environmental Hearing Funding

Mr. Harry Harapiak (The Pas): My question is to the
Premier (Mr. Filmon). Last week the Government
announced that there would be public hearings to be
held with the Ducks Unlimited proposal to build a
corporate headquarters in the Oak Hammock area. |
applaud the Government for that move.

There are some concerns that the conservation and
the environmental views will not have an opportunity
to be heard, because both the federal and provincial
Governments are proponents of this project. Will the
Government allow forintervening funding to make sure
that the environmental and conservation views are
expressed on the concerns of this project?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, | have
indicated before that we have in place in Manitoba a
process that allows for complete and open
environmental assessments and reviews with public
hearings, a process thatwas put in place by the former
New Democratic Government, a legislation that passed
this House with the support of both the New Democrats
and our Party. We believe it is an excellent process,
and we believe that it will indeed give a fair and open
hearing to the views of all those who want to be heard
on this particular subject. That is what we are committed
to.

Environmental Impact Study

Mr. Harry Harapiak (ThePas): Mr. Speaker, the Ducks
Unlimited proposal is being opposed by
environmentalist and naturalist groups right throughout
the province. They are very concerned about this
project.

| want to ask the Government if they will agree there
will be no funding allowed for this project until the
complete environmental assessment is carried out, so
we are not faced with another Rafferty-Alameda
proposal in this province.

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, this wili go
out through the normal process. | am not aware of
what the restrictions are on the funding that is being
proposed from the Canada-Manitoba Tourism
Agreement. My understanding is that any funding that
would be made available to the project wou!d be subzject
to them obtaining all of the approvals necessary, and
that includes the full environmental hearing assessment
process. Therefore, they could not proceed with any
Government funding until those approvals had been
obtained.
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Canada-U.S.S.R. Trade
Port of Churchill

Mr. Harry Harapiak (The Pas): Mr. Speaker, my final
question is to the Premier (Mr. Filmon). Prime Minister
Mulroney visited the Soviet Union and invited Premier
Gorbachev to come to Canada. | wonder if the Minister
would use his office to contact the External Affairs office,
or the Prime Minister’s office, to invite the Premier to
visit northern Manitoba and the Port of Churchill to
show the mutual benefits that are there for both the
Soviets and for Canada. Also, what procurement
enticement is his Government using to balance the trade
surplus that exists now with the Soviet Union so it would
be more beneficial for the Soviets to use that Port of
Churchill?

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, interestingly
enough, on Friday evening when | was co-host of the
Royal Winnipeg Ballet performance in Ottawa, and also
at noon on Friday when | was very happy to officiate
at the opening of the Manitoba office in Ottawa, in both
cases we had representation from the Soviet Union,
including the ambassador, who attended the ballet that
evening. | engaged in discussion with him because he
was very complimentary about the ballet and very
interested in Manitoba, because of our cultural depth,
because of the fact that we are the centre for the
Canadian Wheat Board, and we collectively agreed that
Manitoba has many common interests with the Soviet
Union. There are many people of eastern European
origin including the Member for The Pas (Mr. Harapiak)
and myself. There are many people with backgrounds
within the Soviet Union here in this province. We are
a prime place for the Soviet Union to consider
establishing relationships for trade and for many other
patterns—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

#r. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. Time for
Oral Questions has expired.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. James McCrae (Government House Leader):
Mr. Speaker, as indicated in the Order Paper, in the
Chamber today the Estimates of the Department of
Education and Training would be before the House,
followed, if they are completed, by those of the
Department of Finance.

In Room 255 today, the Estimates of the Department
of Natural Resources would be before the committee,
and if that should complete either today or Thursday,
that would be followed by the Department of Justice.

PMOTION presented and carried and the House
resolved itself into a Committee to consider of the
Supply to be granted to Her Majesty with the
Honourable Member for Minnedosa (Mr. Gilleshammer)
in the Chair for the Department of Natural Resources;
and the Honourable Member for Springfield (Mr. Roch)
in the Chair for the Department of Education and
Training.

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY
SUPPLY—NATURAL RESOURCES

Mr. Chairman (Harold Gilleshammer): | would like to
call the Committee of Supply to order. Today we will
be considering the Department of Natural Resources
and we will begin with an opening statement from the
Honourable Minister.

* (1420)

Hon. Harry Enns (Minister of Natural Resources): Mr.
Chairman, | have a very brief opening statement. | have
some copies which | am pleased to distribute to
Honourable Members of the committee.

It is a pleasure to return to a department that | have
had the good fortune to lead on two previous occasions.
This is a third opportunity on my part to return to this
department and its fine staff. | would like to formally
thank the staff of the department for their continued
good service to Manitobans as well as their support
to me as | once again become Minister responsible for
Natural Resources. This is a rather different way of
dealing with Estimates, given they are basically spent
for the current fiscal year. However, | would like to
identify a number of points that reflect examples of
the direction of this Government and the efforts of our
dedicated public servants.

The establishment of the sustainable development
unit has lead to the formation of a draft water strategy
and soil strategy that is being put into final form
following a successful round of public meetings and
workshops that were carried out last year. Following
the established pattern and commitment you will soon
see the draft of the forest strategy that will be placed
before the citizens of Manitoba for review, comment,
and advice.

In 1988 we of course experienced the worst fire
season known to the province. It is with some
considerable pride that | wish to recognize the valiant
efforts of the full-time and part-time staff in dealing
successfully with some 1,141 fires, almost three times
the average. Such factors as 79 new fires in one day
and an area burned exceeding Lake Winnipeg or twice
the size of Prince Edward Island offer a perspective
on the effort that was required. With other departments
we participated in evacuating some 23 communities,
over 23,000 people without the loss of life or serious
injury.

It is with considerable admiration that | would like
to recognize the some 2,300 firefighters who provided
us with outstanding fire suppression efforts last summer.
| would also gratefully acknowledge the help of other
Canadian provinces and friends south of the border.

In keeping with the need to protect communities |
would note that work has commenced on the Carman
diversion as well as the Gimli diversion. This
Government recognizes the serious drought situation.
As well as providing relief to farmers financially, we are
committed to reviewing the long-term needs of rural
communities to sustain their current industries and to
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ensure future expansion. | have instructed the staff to
review their programs to ensure that they are actively
implementing the sustainable development direction of
this Government.

Allow me to conclude by stating the pleasure it is
to be back with Natural Resources, whose programs
touch on so many lives within our province.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Now we will
allow time for the critic of the official Opposition Party
for an opening statement. The Honourable Member for
Selkirk.

Mrs. Gwen Charles (Selkirk): Mr. Chairperson, | am
very pleased to be here. At some points we were
wondering in this Estimates process whether we would
get to Natural Resources. Particularly in this year, with
the forest fires and with the changeover in the forest
industries in the province and the concerns of wildlife
and water resources, it is a most important department.

| guess two factors on which | would like to express
my disappointment, one in that the details of the
Supplementary Estimates were not available until today,
and | do not think that is the usual manner in
proceeding. | would hope that the Minister can clear
up why we were delayed in getting our detailed
Estimates. That practice seems to have been that they
be tabled sometimebefore Estimates. Second and more
important is that in looking through the department |
cannot help but note that in most areas the Minister
has received a reduction in support, finances, for the
department in a time when we should be increasing
our support for Natural Resources and protection of.

I would like to submit to the committee that | suspect
we are doing a lot of thinking and very little doing
because of the monies having to be channeled into
policy development but not carrying them through. We
will be very interested in going through the departments
of the various sections of this department in order to
find out just how much hands-on information we can
get and how much the strategy is being followed through
to the workings of the resources themselves rather than
just keeping the paperwork flowing through the
department.

| have heard the expressions from members, both
of the public and of Government, about the frustration
they have in not being able to carry through what they
know is possible and what they know is necessary for
the province. It is indeed frustrating. | think the
Minister’s commitment isnotreflected by thereduction
in budget and hope that together we can show his
Government why there should be more money next
year in the budget to make sure that this department
is giving adequate resources.

* (1430)
Mr. Chairman: Thank you. We will now hear from the
critic of the second Opposition Party, the Honourable

Member for The Pas.

Mr. Harry Harapiak (The Pas): Thank you, Mr.
Chairman, | am pleased that we are finally into the

Estimates process as well. | would welcome the new
Minister of Natural Resources (Mr. Enns), the new-old
Minister. | know that he brings a common-sense
approach to this department, which | think is a very
necessary asset to have, and he brings that to the
department.

There are some areas of concern that we have,
especially in the area of soils and water strategy. | think
that there were good public relations efforts and | think
there is some need for follow-up. | hope that the
Government is serious with those strategies that they
brought forward, because | think with the sustainable
development initiative they have undertaken, | was
hoping there would be a little more of a push to the
federal Government to start their sustainable
development headquarters here in Manitoba, which
would have given Manitoba quite a bit of initiative in
the development of some of those areas dealing with
sustainable development.

I look forward to the forestry strategy, because | think
that is one of the areas that is very crucial to Manitoba
especially with Repap getting a good portion of the
forest in Manitoba as assigned to them for harvesting.
| think that there are some questions that need to be
dealt with in that whole procedure.

The fire | guess is one of the areas that we will be
addressing during the Estimates process. We want to
deal with the procedure that was used during the
emergency evacuation of communities, the lack of
communications between the municipal level of
Government and the Department of Natural Resources
and Emergency Measures when after the evacuation
had taken place there were communities that had
difficulty in getting information back to their loved ones
that were scattered throughout the province. | think
there needs to be some improvement there.

The Minister | am sure promised that there would
be a public inquiry into the procedure. That has not
been coming forward, but | hope that the Minister will
see the wisdom of having a public inquiry into that
because | think we can learn from a disaster like we
experienced last year and we can make some
improvements in the procedure. | know there was a
large—the Minister says 23,000 people were evacuated.

The firefighters need to be commended as well as
the volunteers from other jurisdictions, but we cannot
overlook the volunteers that also assisted in every
community that those evacuees were brought into.
There were many, many volunteers that worked many
hours to make those few people feel comfortable and
welcome in their community.

| was especially proud of the community of The Pas,
which in many instances has received a black eye
because of the Betty Osborne case. | think in this case
the people of The Pas proved that they are not racist,
and they do go out of their way to make their fellow
Manitobans welcome in their community. They proved
themselves what an asset they were during that time.

| look forward to some discussion on park fees as
well. | had raised with the Minister, on previous
occasions, about the park fees being charged to seniors
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in this province who previously had not been subjected
to a park fee. The Minister said that he would look
into it. | hope that they see their way clear to eliminating
the need for those seniors paying an entrance fee, and
i would like to know what is being contemplated for
park fees in the coming year.

There is some concern about accessibility, some of
the areas that were dependent on VIA Rail to provide
accessibility to the campers and the cottagers, so | am
hoping that the Department of Natural Resources has
taken some initiatives in that area and provided some
alternatives, or are doing some lobbying with the federal
Government to continue to provide some means of
accessibility to that area.

| look forward to dealing with the whole issue of
water. | think that is a very interesting strategy that the
Government has. | know that when the strategy first
came out, you did not address—I recognize that you
were not the Minister at that time, but there was not
the recognition of northern Manitoba. Eventually, there
was a supplementary piece of information that came
out which did address northern Manitoba’s needs.

| know that The Ground Water Act is now under
consideration at the Legislature, is another area that
we are concerned about with the use of the water and
some of the priority uses of water for the citizens of
Manitoba. With that | will conclude my remarks and
look forward to the line by line discussions of the
department.

Mr. Ckairman: | thank the Minister and the critics for
their opening statements. At this time we will call the
Minister’s staff forward to the table, and in a few minutes
we wili have the Minister introduce his staff.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, | am prepared to proceed.
{ am accompanied by Mr. Richard Goulden, Associate
Deputy Minister, who will introduce further staff when
they are called upon to join us at the table.

Mr. Chairman: Under Manitoba practice, the debate
of the Minister’s Salary is traditionally the last item
considered for the Estimates of a department.
Accordingly, we shall now proceed with consideration
of the next line under Item 1. Administration and
Finance, (b) Executive Support: (1) Salaries $229,700—
the Honourable Minister.

8iz. Enns: Mr. Chairman, | recognize that both the
Liberal and New Democratic Party Critics would want
to deal with substance in the time available to us, and
i would simply draw it to their attention that as has
already been drawn to my attention. | assure the
Honourable Member for Selkirk (Mrs. Charles) that |
am very much aware of the fact that Members of the
committee will note virtually no change in any of these
administrative costs that you see before you in the
Estimates. Some small revisions here and there that
are obviously accountable for some change in a staff
or some small reflection of some inflationary increases
but in the main, no significant changes have taken place
of this nature in the department, and perhaps we can
proceed onto those areas of the department that are
of greater interest to committee members.

Mr. Chairman: No. (1) Salaries—pass; (2) Other
Expenditures $87,700—pass; (c) Resource Allocation
and Economics: (1) Salaries $813,800—pass; (2) Other
Expenditures $193,400—pass; (d) Financial Services:
(1) Salaries $881,000—pass; (2) Other Expenditures
$222,100—pass; (e) Human Resource Management:
(1) Salaries $830,700—pass; (2) Other Expenditures
$170,800—pass.

Item (f) Computer Services: (1) Salaries $300,500—
the Member for Selkirk.

Mrs. Charles: Yes, just to ask on this, is this Computer
Services strictly for the administration or is this including
the Computer Services for Land Management—it is
called EIS proposals.

* (1440)

Mr. Enns: These would be associated with the
administration of the department.

Mr. Chairman: Item (f)(1) Salaries $300,500—pass; (2)
Other Expenditures $41,900—pass; (g) Administrative
Services: (1) Salaries $696,900—pass; (2) Other
Expenditures $119,600—pass; (h) Internal Audit: (1)
Salaries $150,300—pass; (2) Other Expenditures
$10,000—pass.

Item 1.(j) Venture Manitoba Tours Ltd. $50,000—the
Member for Selkirk.

Mrs. Charles: | will just ask the Minister to give an
overview of the state of the Venture Manitoba Tours
Program.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, under Venture Manitoba Tours
Ltd., the operation at Hecla Island is partly funded,
although Gull Harbour Resort reports as a Crown
corporation on its own. The financial situation at Gull
Harbour is considerably more encouraging than what
has been experienced in the past.

In meeting with the board of directors, just prior to
the holiday season, and subsequently responding to
some additional requests for some additional funding
for some capital improvement of the facility, it was
pointed out to me that on a straight accounting basis
we are now virtually at a break-even situation with the
resort at Gull Harbour.

Unfortunately, Members, particularly the Member for
The Pas (Mr. Harapiak), will be aware that the facility
carries a considerable accumulated debt, the cost of
which requires servicing. That is reflected in the annual
report of Guil Harbour. | think that including the services,
charges, against the corporation from previous years,
the kind of net bottom line figure for the resort, we
would be—excuse me for a moment. That is reflected
in this line. | just had confirmation that we are looking
at about a $50,000 cost to the province, which is
reflected in the line currently before you in the
Estimates.

Mrs. Charles: If the Winnipeg Beach proposal goes
through, does the Minister anticipate that it will be set
up along the lines of the Venture Tour programming
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and that Natural Resources will be supporting it through
their bookwork?

Mr. Enns: | am not fully familiar with the project that
the Member refers to—the Winnipeg Beach or the
Gimli?

Mrs. Charles: | am sorry, | meant the Grand Beach
proposal.

Mr. Enns: No, | am not perhaps the most appropriate
Minister to be directing that question to, although it
certainly involves my department in terms of the
proposed development facility being located within the
provincial park under my jurisdiction.

My understanding from my colleague, the Minister
of Industry, Trade and Tourism, (Mr. Ernst) that what
had been hoped for, or what is indeed sought, both in
the Gimli development and at Grand Beach would be
the role of a private development that would pursue
those potential developments.

My further understanding is that—coming back to
Grand Beach—Honourable Members will be aware that
proposals were invited by the province through the
Department of Tourism, and it is my understanding that
at this time no satisfactory proposals were received.
As such, none are being entertained at this time. Now
| am aware that through the Department of Tourism
there are ongoing discussions with prospective
developers or developer but certainly nothing of the
nature that can be described as firm.

Mrs. Charles: On the Grand Beach proposal, because
itis on park land, would this department hold the land
and would it be—has it been discussed how that land
would be held through this department? Will it be
separated from the parks resources? | suspect it would
be and that there will be considerable development on
thatland. The worth of the land, because of the buildings
and support services on it would definitely escalate. |
was just wondering if there has been discussion of how
that would be reflected in Estimates in the years where
that program goes on.

Mr. Enns: The Member raises a question that is
constantly in debate within the department and more
specifically within the Parks Branch, and that is, the
requirements that a private developer has to feel
comfortable with the security of tenure or to meet
requirements that enable him to raise necessary funding
to finance the venture. In the normal commercial
circumstances development of this kind very often
would want ownership of the land base upon which
then mortgages or monies or credit can be granted.

Discussions with the Department of Tourism in
drawing up criteria and conditions of the guidelines for
the proposals on this development were not conclusive.
In other words, we would be prepared in parts to modify
or to consider seriously the kind of land tenure that a
prospective developer may require. What | mean by
that is, perhaps a longer leasing arrangement than
currently is in use, and this is done from time to time.
It is not unique to the department.

The consideration of selling the land outright to a
proposed developer was not seriously considered by
the department. The present position of my department
is that we would resist or we would not sell park land
for this purpose. We are more than willing to sit down
with a proposed developer to arrive at a satisfactory
leasing arrangement that would accommodate their
requirements.

Mrs. Charles: Would the land at Oak Hammock Marsh
in a similar situation be held under something like the
Venture Manitoba Tours Ltd. or is this a separate
ownership procedure?

Mr. Enns: | think the situation would be similar. The
land on which the Oak Hammock Marsh is located has
been acquired by Government over the last number
of years, commencing in the mid-’60s. We would likely
do, particularly with that organization who are the
proponents of a proposed development at Oak
Hammock, carry on with a procedure that they are very
familiar with and we are very familiar with.

Whenever Ducks Unlimited enters into an agreement
with the province to undertake some wetland restoration
works, usually in the form of channelling or diking or
small dam construction, and if it happens to be on
Crown land, they come to my department seeking a
lease arrangement. This past year | can report to the
Honourable Members and Members of the committee
that we have entered into several such lease
arrangements with Ducks Unlimited on lands that are
Crown. If of course the project is undertaken on private
property, then Ducks Unlimited makes arrangements
with the private land owner.

Specifically to the question, we would be looking again
because of the nature of the proposed development
that is a substantial capital development that is being
called for, the lease arrangement would be of perhaps
some 50-year tenure to provide for that security of
tenure that the proponent would feel necessary before
proceeding with it.

* (1450)

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass—the Member for
Selkirk.

Mrs. Charles: For accountability, in that the province
will be putting money if this proposal goes forward in
Oak Hammock Marsh into the project, where would
we find accountability in Government of the proposal
in bringing it to Estimates? Would it not be best to at
least put that item under this heading in order that in
further Estimates we could look into these items and
have some accountability back from what is going on
and the profits or lack of, the policy or lack of, and
that therefore we would have one item where we can
discuss it in Government if it is not put as a separate
corporation itself to report to a committee?

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, | think it is important first
here to separate the accountability of any public dollars
that may or may not float toward this project into
specific areas that are public dollars. The Department
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of Tourism has been identified as a source and there
has been indication by the Department of Tourism of
their interest in being part of this project. | leave it to
the appropriate Minister to respond as to the
accountability o f those dollars, but | imagine they would
be very readily available in the general accounting of
the Canada Tourism Agreement that no doubt are
housed within his Estimates.

In the instance of the department that | am
responsible for, Natural Resources, this would not come
under this kind of an item. We have an ongoing presence
at Oak Hammock since its inception. We have Natural
Resources staff from the Wildlife Branch employed
there. We currently and since inception operate a
modest interpretive centre. Those costs are shown and
accounted for in one line in the appropriations within
these Estimates any added increase of those costs as
a result of the proposed Ducks Unlimited project would
be reflected in these Estimates from year to year.

Mr. John Plohman {Dauphin): Mr. Chairman, just to
clarify, are we dealing with Venture Manitoba Tours?

Mr. Enns: Yes.

Mr. Plohman: Could the Minister indicate whether there
is any other opportunity to, | just do not recall whether
there is any other opportunity to discuss Venture
Manitoba Tours as a Crown corporation in committee,
or is this the only opportunity?

Mr. Enns: My chief administrative officer advises that
when we table our financial statement before the
Economic Development Committee that there will be
an opportunity to discuss the financial statement of
the Gull Harbour Resort proper on that occasion. |
would seek some guidance as to when that occurs or
when that happens, but to answer your question, that
would be an opportunity where under the new, | believe
it is under the Crown accountability amendments Act,
or whatever you want to call it, that now will have
operations like Gull Harbour. it is mandatory for them
to table their vear-end operating statements before
that group which | understand will be called by the
Economic Development Committee.

&ir. Plohman: Mr. Chairman, that will obviously mean
that there will be other opportunities, although it may
be some time before that committee would meet. It
may not be when this House is sitting. The report would
come | guess sometime after the fiscal year-end of
March 31, which would give us the financial statements
then as of the end of this fiscal year.

{ would ask the Minister to indicate what the
projections are for this coming fiscal year for Venture
Manitoba Tours without going into too much detail at
this time, because | recognize the limitations of time,
but { would like to know what the projections are at
the present time.

Whiie the Minister is gettingthat information, | might
mention that the board at the time that | was Minister
responsibie for Venture Manitoba Tours, made up of
Chairman Mickey Levine and Vice-chair Alan

Finnbogason, | believe. | am not sure whether they are
still the chair and vice-chair. They had indicated at the
time that they were shooting for close to break even
in the fiscal year ending March 31, 1988. When | say
close, it is all relative because it was losing a lot of
money a few years before that. | believe it was about
$150,000 deficit they thought they might have—and
certainly would break even by March 31, 1989.

Now we are coming up to March 31, 1990, and |
would just ask the Minister, does this $50,000 then
represent what the department had to subsidize the
operation for 1989, and then what is the projection for
1990, or is this for the year ending March 31, 1990.
In light of that $50,000, | am wondering what has
happened that the projections have not borne out
because they were projecting to break even or even
make a small profit by this time.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, allow me just to take this
opportunity to introduce Mr. Bill Podolsky, who is our
Executive Director of Administration, known to some
of you but perhaps not all of us, who by the way also
is a director of Gull Harbour Resort, the operation under
discussion.

Just prior to your coming to committee some answers
were provided to the Honourable Member for Selkirk
(Mrs. Charles) who was asking these questions.

The $50,000 that is indicated here is the charge of
a loss if you would like of the resort. That is after
depreciation. The books and the more detailed financial
administration report would indicate that the operation
on year-to-year operating expenses for the year ending
March 31,’90 shows a profit of very close to
$100,000.00.

The Honourable Member for Dauphin, (Mr. Plohman)
has put on the record, the former Minister of this
department, is well aware that one of the ongoing
complaints if you like of the Board of Directors of Gull
Harbour—which in the main has remained unchanged,
Mr. Levine is still acting as chairman, along with Mr.
Finnbogason and Mr. Podolsky, as | already mentioned.
| believe there have been two additional members
added. They have | think | am sure raised the issue
with the Member for Dauphin as they keep raising it
with me. The corporation carries a substantial debt
load and is currently being asked to shoulder those
costs. The position put forward quite frankly by the
people at Gull Harbour is that they could now be not
only more or less operating in the black, but they could
be finding the necessary monies to pay for the kind
of continual upgrading that a facility of that kind needs.

| would indicate to the Member of the committee
that an additional $200,000 was provided to Gull
Harbour Resort for some badly needed repairs to the
water, plumbing, pool area and general upgrading of
the facility. | was going to say maintenance, but quite
frankly some of the work that is being done is more
than just maintenance; it is capital improvement to a
plant that is aging.

The position of the board is that if they did not have
to, if we would change the financial situations under
which they operate under, then they arenow in a position
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that they could generate those funds from their own
operations. That is a matter that | will have continuing
discussions about with the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Manness), but for the time being that is where the matter
sits.

* (1500)

Mr. Plohman: |was going to get to that and | appreciate
the Minister raising that issue because that is maybe
the key component insofar as whether it shows a profit
or not. In operating it is showing a profit at the present
time and that is good news.

What we are asking for is, through the Department
of Finance, to write off some of the long-term debt in
order to get that burden off their back so they could
operate and see somerewards for their good operation
too, insofar as using some of the profits to allow them
to do the kind of things the Minister is talking about
in terms of upgrading and maintenance and the heavy
maintenance that is required. | urge the Minister to
consider that. | know that we did do some of that a
few years back.

There was some debt that was removed, but there
is still a major portion of it there, and it is a question
of whether they should be funding that or portions of
it or all of it over the long period of time and what it
does to the overall operation. It is a fact of life that it
does cost to put such a facility in place but it is a
question of whether they should be shouldering that
full burden at the present time.

Is the Minister—can he indicate whether the golf
course is being operated by the resort?

Mr. Enns: Yes, Mr. Chairman. The golf course has been
taken over by the resort, formerly the responsibility of
the Parks Branch. It is my understanding that they are
doing reasonably well with the course. It is a major
profit centre for the resort and | look forward to that
continuing.

Mr. Plohman: Mr. Chairman, was there any thought
given to the employees being transferred to Venture
Tours as was being planned at one time when—or are
they still working for the Parks Branch?

Mr.Enns: Staffinforms methatthey arenow employees
with Venture.

Mr. Plohman: | would just ask the Minister whether
there are any other major changes, very briefly, planned
there. First of all. can the Minister indicate whether
there are any plans by himself or his Government to
divest of this facility? Also, whether he has any plans
for major changes or investments, expenditures at the
facility?

Mr. Enns: | had the pleasure of attending a board
meeting on Hecla Island late November, early December.
My role was to acquaint myself with the operation. The
board is enthusiastic about turning Gull Harbour into
a—placing the resort into a position to realize its full
potential. It is without question one of the tools within
our park system, the whole Hecla Park operation.

We still have some difficulties in providing the kind
of population base to both the park and subsequent
security of operation to a resort like Gull Harbour. Moves
are afoot within the Parks Branch to help us in that
direction. There are probably more initiatives being
planned with respect to the park proper than any
fundamental changes to the operation of the resort
other than the current upgrading and the constant
efforts to improve the occupancy rates, the utilization
of the facility. There is optimism with respect to having
quite a degree of control, of offering package units
with their management of the golf course now being
integral to the overall operation of the resort, that they
are succeeding, and certainly the financial figures as
they are coming in would seem to bear that out. To
answer your question directly, the Government has no
plans and | have not entertained any fundamental
changes such as the Member suggests with respect
to Gull Harbour.

Mr. Plohman: | want to make it clear on the record
that | was not suggesting it. | am just raising it as a
question to the Minister and am very pleased to hear
that there is no plan at the present time and hopefully
will not be one that would see a divestiture of this
facility, particularly in light of the fact that it is under
good management, | believe, and is making a profit in
terms of their operations. It does not have to be a
major profit; it just has to ensure that it is not a drain
on the taxpayers and | think that is what has been
achieved as far as what | would see as a priority.

Has the road been paved, completed right through
now, all phases of the construction? The last time |
was up there—I| know we had undertaken an effort to
ensure that that road was paved right to the facility
and upgraded first, the grading, and it was being done
in a number of phases. | know this is not strictly under
the Minister’s portfolio, it is under Highways, but it still
deals with the overall health of the facility and the park
itself, so it was one where | felt, as Minister of Highways
at that time, it was important to not worry about whose
jurisdiction it was, just get it done. We undertook to
start that project and had actually completed a portion
but | just wonder where it is at, at the present time.

Mr.Enns: Mr. Chairman, | am advised that it is virtually
complete, and as | recall, | have not driven it, that is
the case. There is some remedial work that still has
to be done right in front of the resort unfortunately,
about a kilometre. | tried to have that done. We had
some heightened activity at the park and at the resort
this summer, the late summer, the visit of the President
of Iceland joining us and spending a night on Hecla
Island. | can recall pressing my parks officials to see
whether we could not complete that bit of outstanding
roadwork in time, but my honourable friend, the
Member for Dauphin, will have great appreciation of
how unbending highway engineers can be and how
democratic they are. They would not be seen to be
rushed in their schedule merely for the visit of such a
distinguished personage.

Mr. Plohman: | would say that the Pope did carry more
weight when he visited and that there was special work
done in order to accommodate the visit of the Pope
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would be spent in field work? Are these 700 to 800,
90 percent of their time on field work, or are they
required to do other duties as well?

Mr. Enns: In actual fact there are what she refers to
in the general classification of natural resource officers
the larger number of 700 to 800. In many instances,
they are in various administrative roles as well. There
are, in fact, some 150 full-time field officers, the kind
| think that she is asking about, who are on a full-time
basis in the field carrying out the responsibilities of the
department and checking for infractions on the part
of citizens.

Mrs. Charles: All things being perfect, which they
probably never will be, how many officers would be
required to adequately cover the province?

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, | suppose that we have
allowed our political process to some extent become
too politicized or polarized that we have not always
availed ourselves of the advantages that the system
can bring. The Honourable Member for Dauphin (Mr.
Plohman) will understand when | say, and | say this
without fear or favour publicly, that a department like
mine—and my Estimates reflect it—is virtually in a no-
growth pattern. That comes at a time when certainly
| as a Minister had the privilege of having this
department 10, indeed 20 years ago, at a time when
in that same period of time the public awareness, public
concern, indeed public demand for attention by this
department has heightened considerably. There are
many more people today in Manitoba who are keenly
and actively aware and concerned about all things
relative to this department, our natural resources, our
wildlife and our water.

| have a problem within the department that the
resources that the department is equipped with to
respond to these are, understandably, as the former
Ministers of the Crown will understand—there is always
a competition for all departments to avail themselves
of what they consider to be a fair share of the provincial
resources available to Government. It is also recognition
of the kinds of demands that are on Government.

The truth of the matter is that the demands on all
governments—it is not unique to Manitoba—but all
governments tend to favour the social services, whether
it is health, education, family services, making it more
and more difficult for departments such as this to
receive the kind of resources that quite frankly in my
judgment they occur. | welcome the Member for
Selkirk’s (Mrs. Charles) support when in her questions,
she suggests that perhaps the department could use
a bit more.

* (1520)

Mrs. Charles: | certainly did not expect the Minister
to have to defend himself. | am sure he is working hard
to get as much money into the area and | understand,
with restricted budgets, that there are reasons why
certain departments get more monies and some are
appropriate reasons and some perhaps could be
arguable: When you have fewer than 20 officers per

region, you just know that in this province we are not
getting full and adequate coverage that we could have
if there were more, and that is not to in any way suggest
that these officers are not working as hard and as
diligently as possible.

With the new programs coming into place and the
Acts that the Minister is passing, | highly doubt that
there will be the staff available even though we are
passing these wonderful Bills, hopefully in the near
future, but if we do not have the staff out there to put
them in place, then you can have all the programs,
ideas, and policies you want, but it would be hard to
make sure that they happen.

Further on, to speed along here. This summer we
had the tragic occurrence where there was a drowning
in the Whiteshell area. There was a beach patrol on,
but were not available to be of any help in the given
situation. Can the Minister update us on what training
will be available for those students in most cases, or
those employees taken on by the Parks Branchin beach
safety patrol in that the training is covered under this
department?

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, the Member alludes to a
regrettable and sad occurrence at one of our beaches.
The Members will be aware that the matter was
investigated at some length at a public inquest. The
Members of my staff, senior Members of staff as well
as the individual employees involved, were called upon
to provide their testimony with respect to that
unfortunate occurrence. Staff has always had a difficulty
in this area in the sense that we do not provide what
| think—in the appropriate or definitive understanding
of the word ‘‘lifeguard’ —lifeguarding services
throughout our system, and even where we provide,
we purposely refer to them not as lifeguards but as
beach patrols to try to make that differentiation.

The circumstances that prevail in other swimming
areas, such as some of our pools in the city where
regulations are firm and clear with respect to
lifeguarding services, the role of the lifeguard is clear;
the duties are performed in accordance to what the
physical features demand. A pool of a certain size has
X number of lifeguards. We are asking, in our case,
beach patrol to carry out some lifeguarding function
in the natural setting which can be a body of water
10, 20, 40 times the size of Sherbrook Pool or something
like that.

It has always been a concern to the department that
the presence of beach patrols not create that sense
of false security, that we are in a position with the
resources we have and the job description of the
individuals that we have to carry out that kind of full
lifeguarding protection service that, | think, the public
sometimes wants to associate with other swimming
facilities.

It should be noted, for instance, that out of the some
50 beaches that we operate in the park system, we
only have beach patroi on about 11 of them. By far
the majority of our public beaches within the park
system have no supervision, if you like, of any kind.
The Honourable Member will recall that, at the time,
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makes it very difficult to determine whether it was a
success or not, the efforts that were put in and through
the co-operative efforts of everyone, to closethatfishery
for three years. It was a very difficult decision for
everyone, | am sure.

Mr. Enns: Well, Mr. Chairman, the Honourable former
Minister of Natural Resources points out philosophical
differences between us. Representing as he does the
philosophy of Big Brother is watching you, he feels
uncomfortable unless the resource officer is peering
over one of our citizens’ shoulder at all times. |, on the
other hand, take the more enlightened view; | appreciate
the voluntary compliance with the regulations that have
been properly thought out by competent staff,
administered by a progressive Minister thatthey in the
main will be adhered to, and need the occasional tap
on the shoulder, the polite suggestion that, could we
measure your net or could we check you catch, that
in the main compliance will be achieved.

| have to report to the Honourable Member that is
the case. We have had instances where individual
fishermen—in this case, in one instance that | can
actually report has been drawn to my attention from
the Lake Winnipegosis Fisheries, the veryfisheries that
he mentioned, and he is right that we are extremely
concerned about the re-entry of the Lake Winnipegosis
Fisheries into our commercial fishery business after the
three-year closure—where a fisherman reported to our
resource officer the fact that therewasin his judgment,
the fisherman’s judgment, an unacceptably high number
of pickerel being caught with a small mesh.

He was able to, because he was checking daily, to
release a large number of them and to release them
alive back into the lake. But the fact that he took the
time to report to our officer that that was occurring at
least in that part of the lake | felt was an encouraging
sign of the kind of self-realization. The Member is quite
correct, it would be a policy that would certainly have
to be re-examined very quickly if it can be proven that
we are damaging the prime fisheries, walleye, whitefish
in these lakes where small-mesh net fishing is being
allowed.

Mr. Plohman: Well, | do not think we are looking at
different philosophies. In the case, as the Minister has
facetiously pointed out, | was the one who was saying
that | felt it was important, that voluntary compliance
was really the only way it would be truly successful
over the long term, so there would not be depletion
of the resource and it would not impact on the long-
term health of the lake. But | do believe it is a very
sensitive issue. There is the value of the catch, which
is so important, particularly when there is not a very
healthy fishery there for the pickerel, so there is a need
for additional resources for the people involved. They
just are not getting enough income from their traditional
sources of income.

So this gave them another opportunity, but | do want
to say to the Minister that the onus of proof should
not be on the side that has to demonstrate that it is
harming the lake, the onus of proof should be on the
other side that it should be proven and shown that it
is not harming the lake. It takes much longer to prove

it is harmful. Maybe it is too late by then. So | urge
the Minister to exercise caution to ensure that there
are additional patrols from time to time, because he
has an example of a case where an individual did report
that. How many times has that not been reported? The
Minister does not know. | do not know, but | will bet
you, there were a lot of them.

Not because people are dishonest, because they just
do not bother getting into the trouble of doing it. The
Minister would be the same way if he came across a
situation, perhaps people just do not like to get involved
and report to authorities and so on. They would just
rather keep quiet. That is just human nature in many
cases. There is the odd one who will come forward. |
would just say to the Minister that he may have to look
more closely at this and ensure that it is monitored in
such a way, in an efficient way, so that he is not missing
the boat on this, and then he finds out too late that
it has done irreparable harm to the resource.

* (1540)

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, | accept the good advice the
Honourable Member is giving the committee. | think
itis one of the benefits that accrue when we go through
this procedure in the presence of staff, that staff also
is a recipient of that advice directly, as being expressed
by individual members of the committee from time to
time and it will be accepted as such.

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass—the Member for
The Pas.

Mr. Harapiak: Mr. Chairman, | just had one question
on the northwest region. There has been aletter written
to the Minister from the LGD of Consol, requesting
that there be some additional staff put in. | recognize
it was the previous administration that cut it down to
a half-time position in The Pas, but now with additional
work that the Department of Natural Resources is doing
in The Pas region, Polder lll, there are many complaints
that they are unable to get hold of people in dealing
with construction. Is there any thought being given to
increasing that to a full-time position in The Pas?

Mr. Enns: | am advised, Mr. Chairman, to the
Honourable Member for The Pas (Mr. Harapiak) that
situation is currently being reviewed within the branch.
| would say in a more general vein that it is probable
that in the relatively foreseeable future, with heightened
activity in and around The Pas, particularly with respect
to forestry, but all the adjacent and ancillary concerns
that heightened forestry activity will bring to the
attention of my department, whether it is in wildlife
matters or water related matters, that it is fair to hold
out to the Honourable Member to The Pas office that
there may well be some additional staff required in that
area in the coming future.

The specific position that you refer to is in the
engineering construction division and that, | am advised,
is currently being reviewed.

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass—pass, (2) Other
Expenditures $360,000—pass; (c) Northeast Region:
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(1) Salaries $1,268,200—pass, (2) Other Expenditures
$700,300—pass; (d) Interlake Region: (1) Salaries
$1,376,000—pass, (2) Other Expenditures $499,600—
pass; (e) Southwest Region: (1) Salaries $868,400—
pass, (2) Other Expenditures $291,100—pass; (f)
Western Region: (1) Salaries $1,268,800—pass, (2)
Other Expenditures $419,000—pass; (g) Southeast
Region: (1) Salaries $1,052,200—pass, (2) Other
Expenditures $326,700—pass; (h) Eastern Region: (1)
Salaries $1,089,300—pass; (2) Other Expenditures
$337,900—pass.

(j) Whiteshell Region: (1) Salaries $747,500—Member
for The Pas.

Mr. Harapiak: There was a report that was being
worked on by a consultant. We were wondering if the
committee Members can have a copy of this report,
assuming that the report has been concluded, dealing
with the Whiteshell area.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, we have undertaken, through
the Parks Branch, a look in a limited way with respect
to the Whiteshell and specifically on a question of
commercial activity in the Falcon Lake, West Hawk area.
That is some additional consulting work that is being
undertaken by the department, which has yet to report
to the department.

| am not sure what specific report the Honourable
Member isreferring to, other than if it is that consulting
work that is currently going on. | am not aware of any
other report.

Mr. Harapiak: There is a report dealing with casual
park use by cottagers and the general public. | am
wondering if there are any public hearings planned to
deal with the report once it is completed, and what
guidelines and specific areas are being addressed. That
is dealing with the park itself, not with any private
development. Maybe there is one also with private
development in the West Hawk area. | am aware that
there is some study going on as well with the West
Hawk-Falcon Lake area for private development.

On the one dealing with just casual park users, | am
wondering if there are public meetings being planned
to deal with the results of that consultant’s report.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, | am still at a loss to properly
identify the report that the Honourable Member refers
to. Let me explain this. It is part of Parks’ ongoing
policy that they carry on a fairly extensive survey with
questionnaires, et cetera, that asks parks users’
opinions and invites comments with respect to a host
of park-related issues. That has taken place during the
course of this past year.

In addition to that, the only other study or report—
and | do not call it a report—is a consultant’s look at
that portion of the management plan that is currently
in effect in the Whiteshell. The entire park is being
administered according to a Whiteshell management
plan that was adopted some years ago after extensive
investigation, reports and the public hearings of the
kind that the Member refers to.

To answer the Member directly, there are no further
actions contemplated at this particular time with respect

to any of the kind of surveying activity that Parks has
undertaken. This is information that Parks personnel
require from time to time to help them formulate
regulatory procedures as they apply to the park.

Mr. Harapiak: Are there any specific guidelines that
are being looked at at this time by that process you
just referred to?

Mr. Enns: Yes, the one specific question—and the
Member for Selkirk (Mrs. Charles) raised this in another
way at an earlier point this afternoon. The department
continues to have requests or complaints from the
private commercial sector, who feel that our leasing
arrangements in parks, where we are not in a position
to or not anxious to, as a matter of policy, to provide
or to sell outright park land to a prospectivedeveloper
or commercial operator, but who then feel that our
regulations are either too restrictive, too short-term or
do not take into consideration the requirements that
aprivatedeveloper faces when he needs to raise capital
for the project It is made more difficult, as Members
will appreciate, to raise the necessary financing for a
project if such a base, elements as land on which the
development is, is not going to be titled to that
developer.

The question of extending the length of the lease,
the question of considering the value of good will, our
present leases read that at year 21 of a lessee the
Parks Branch or the Minister, the Government of the
Day, is empowered not to renew the lease. | think we
can assume that would only be done under
circumstances of justifiable cause, but that always is
not necessarily good enough to satisfy the concerns
of a creditor who is considering granting a developer
a hundred, two hundred, a million dollars to provide
a first-class facility when he sees that, and reads through
the terms of the lease and realizes that a politician or
civil servant, parks director, can cancel the lease upon
which this hundred or two hundred or million dollar
facility sits.

* (1550)

It is these kinds of questions that are not new to the
Parks Branch. We have a situation, particularly in the
Whiteshell, where we have a deteriorating commercial
facility at Falcon in the shopping mall that requires
attention either by us as Parks Branch or we invite
private development to help us with that facility. We
really do not have first-class lodging facilities at Falcon.

The saga of the EI-Nor Motel keeps winding its way
through park lore in different forms, in different stages,
but from time to time we have interest shown in it by
Winnipeggers, by Manitobans, who say, under the right
circumstances we would be prepared to invest the
necessary money to provide Falcon Lake with a first-
class facility that would not only service Manitobans
who visit the park but tourists who come to Manitoba.
It is ideally located, situated on the Trans-Canada
Highway.

The Whiteshell we consider is the jewel within the
many beautiful parks that we have in Manitoba. | do
not think we can be satisfied with what we have in
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placein terms of service facilities, both in lodgings and
otherwise, in our commercial sector of Falcon Lake.
That is the specific area that the master plan of the
Whiteshell is being lifted a bit and looked at, and it is
restricted to that question. We are not at this time
suggesting reopening the entire Whiteshell management
plan for review, although there are other questions that
are before us. The question of private ownership within
the Whiteshell is one that surfaces from time to time
as to what to do with some of these situations. | hope
| have tried to answer the Honourable Member’s
questions.

Mr. Harapiak: The Minister has many conservation
groups to advise him on policy development. | am
wondering, have these groups been consulted with in
dealing with this particular area. Will there be an
opportunity for public participation before your final
policy changes or decisions are made?

Mr. Enns: | think the Member can be assured that in
an area such as the Whiteshell, which has a considerable
history and tradition by the Parks Branch of realizing
that there are: (a) a large number of users within the
park who continue to show very active interest as to
what goes on within the park. We have an active
association of cottage owners in the park that keep
an active contact with the department and the Minister
and it would be ill-advised on the part of any Minister
or Government to proceed with any fundamental
changes to the management of the park without full
consideration of the public’s interest.

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass—pass. 2.(j{2) Other
Expenditures $265,600—pass.

2.(k) Northern Development Agreement - Provincial
- Fire Program Development and Evaluation, (1) Salaries
$283,600—the Member for Selkirk.

Mrs. Charles: | can well imagine that with this year’s
experience with forest fires that this whole section we
are entering into now has had the budget expenditures
revised. Before going into asking questions, | would
just like to state my support for all the work, effort
and emotion that | know was put into the firefighting
program by so many volunteers, staff members and |
am sure the Minister himself.

At the very worst of it, | had just left the province
and thought that perhaps it was something | had done
that | got down to visit my parents in Ontario and found
out the provincewas in flame and was in an emergency
state and my heart was back with all the people and
staff. | would like to, regardless of what may come out
in discussions here, offer my firm congratulations to
all those involved, especially for those affected by the
fires and their own homes and their habitat areas.

But to go on with that, could the Minister update us
on the cost of the fire and perhaps table the revised
budget or the effects of the fires on the budgeting
process?

Mr. Enns: | can now inform Members of the committee
that the 1989 Fire Program expenditures as occurred

by this department will amount to some $68.1 million;
of this amount $62.2 million is the Fire Extra-
Suppression costs, in other words the (r) account, and
the remaining $6.9 million was spent on other program
costs, the ongoing Helitac, Fire Tac detection pre-
suppression costs, the amount that we refer to as our
basic fire department that is in place and is budgeted
for on an annual basis.

I might say, to take this occasion, that | have received
considerable mail and concern on behalf of concerned
citizens, particularly those who are either associated
or more aware than others about the value of our
forestry resources and have some connection with the
forestry interests, so that the department is being
heavily lobbied or pressured to increase that capability
of what | call for better terms ‘“‘the standing fire
department,” that we have in place more crews,
professionally trained fire crews. These areusually five-
men crews supported by a helicopter that can in the
first instance access and fight the fire before it gets
into unmanageable proportions. The figure of $6.9
million now represents that fire department’s capacity.

The question before the department, before myself,
in the formulation of the Estimates in the coming year
after the result of this year is to increase that. The
argument being that if we increased that amount, then
we could likely reduce what we call the extra fire
suppression costs which in this last year mounted up
to $61 million in the extraordinary situation that we
had.

Mrs. Charles: Yes, the Minister mentions in his
department alone it was $68 million. Can he indicate
what percentage of the overall cost it would be or, if
possible, if he has the added cost to the departments
that the fires have caused this Government to have to
spend? Basically, | just would like to know the full cost
of the actual fires and that is not to go on and speak
about the costs that will be ongoing for several years
now, first the immediate clean up, but as ongoing as
the forestry lost, the industry lost, the wildlife lost, the
cost of replanting, and all those that extend on and
beyond.

* (1600)

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, during the course of the
summer and as the season progressed | was certainly
aware of the additional costs over and above these
costs that | have just put on the record, incurred
principally by the department and through the
Department of Government Services in their role as
the agency charged with the responsibility of evacuating
the 23 communities that | referred to, in total, some
23,000 people.

| do not have those figures available to me. They will
certainly be readily available from the Minister of
Government Services whose Estimates, | understand,
are coming up next in the Chamber right after Finance,
so perhaps the Member for Selkirk wili avail herself of
that opportunity.

There were a large number of additional costs that
were, | suppose you could say, chargeable to the public
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one way, either whether it is incurred by Manitoba
Telephone System, by Hydro who lost substantial
property and extra work crews were involved, certainly
the forestry and wildlife. Losses are of primary and
paramount concern to my Native brothers who have,
on several occasions, availed themselves at meetings
to make this point with myself and departmental
officials; very difficult as it will be for members of the
committee to quantify, | think we can accept, in general
terms, the recognition of serious dislocation, of
disruption of the work and life of many of our northern
trappers.

(Mr. Darren Praznik, Acting Chairman, in the Chair)

The Minister of Government Services, again, has
reacted and responded in a responsible manner by
providing assistanceboth in the replacement of burned
property—that is actual physical property, cabins,
mechanical equipment, but also in recognition of the
disruption of the trappers’ opportunity to trap and just
the physical difficulties that he faces in the bush with
downed trees and through the burnt-out areas—a fairly
extensive program of trapline or rehabilitation or trapline
clearing has been announced by the Minister of
Government Services that, in effect, will provide sums
of money to each individual trapper over the next two-
year period to re-establish some of the trapline trails
necessary to carrying on their activity.

I know of these things because of my association in
committee, my close association with the Ministers
responsible in the overall firefighting response, but it
would be unwise of me to attempt to put accurate
figures or numbers on the record. | would ask
Honourable Members to avail themselves of the
benevolent nature of my friend and colleague, great
fellow Manitoban, great Canadian, the Minister of
Government Services (Mr. Albert Driedger) who, on
appropriate occasion, will respond to these questions.

Mrs. Charles: Can the Minister tell me if any of these
expenses are cost-recoverable from the federal
Government? If so, in what amount?

Mr. Enns: Yes, Mr. Acting Chairman, there are cost
recoveries. | again, together with the Minister of
Government Services (Mr. Albert Driedger) and the
Director of Emergency Measures, have participated in
putting together a package that currently is in the hands
of the Prime Minister, | believe. Because of the
extraordinary situations of the fire, we have, early on
in the fire season and at the invitation of the federal
Government, feit to approach the federal Government
directiy.

There are other more normal procedures in place,
both with the Emergency Measures Organizations, that
respond to specific formulas. If a disaster is of the
order of a certain dollar value, then the federal
Government starts participating at a preset and agreed-
to level. It became obvious to us early in the fire season
that we were in a highly unusual, unprecedented
situation. It was decided to take this approach.

Now i again cannot answer in any definitive way what
the response is, other than to say that it has not been

concluded. It may be a fairer question to ask directly
of the Premier (Mr. Filmon), as a matter of fact, when
his Estimates are before the House. | understand that
it is a matter the Premier has brought to the attention
of the Prime Minister, has written directly to the Prime
Minister and is under negotiation at this present time.

The Members will appreciate that many of the costs
incurred by Government Services in the movement of
Treaty Indian people, their housing and lodging costs,
we expect to have fully recovered from Ottawa.

Mrs. Charles: Being ready for fires that might occur,
| wonder what state we were in in preparedness for
the last season and understanding it. It certainly was
out of line, but | could not help but realize myself, in
driving throughout the province in the early part of the
year, how extremely dry it was even before the fires
began, realizing that one little spark would just set this
whole area on fire. Yet it still seemed to take us by
surprise that particularly in the Ashern area in the early
stages there did not seem to be communications
available. Perhaps there were not state of the art
programs in place.

| was wondering if the Minister has, in lieu of the
fact of the extreme conditions we went through and
the fact that hopefully this will be the one and only
time that such an occurrence will take place, but that
they can happen, has the Minister done a review of
the department. Has that review been completed and
any recommendations come forward?

Mr. Enns: Mr. Acting Chairman, | want to assure the
Honourable Member for Selkirk (Mr. Charles) that
perhaps if there was one person more keenly aware
of the dangers that we faced, as we moved into spring
of last summer, it was our Director of Regional Services
responsible for firefighting in the province. Our people
were prepared. We had made special arrangements as
the season progressed, and we realized that the
situation was very serious and subject to, quite frankly,
precisely what happened.

It was not a surprise to officials within the department.
The information we had gathered through the winter,
in terms of where the moisture, where the water patterns
flowed—I can recall being briefed veryearly and being
shown how directly related last year’s fall and winter
moisture patterns and the lack of them, pretty well
mapped out our troubled area.

One of the bright spots of last summer’s fire activity
was that, in the main, in our southeastern region which
contains some of our fine parklands, the Whiteshell,
we were relatively free of fires. That was also one of
the few regions in the province that the kind of map
and weather information that we keep at our fire
headquarters indicated sufficient and above normal
moisture patterns. These are all taken into account and
monitored as the season progresses.

* (1610)

| have to also, with some considerable caution,
indicate that the Member for Selkirk (Mrs. Charles)
raises specifically the fire at Ashern which started off
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our fire season. There is regrettably the factor of wilful
human behaviour involved and if that occurs under the
circumstances that we faced—the general nature, the
dryness of the terrain, and as | recall on a Thursday
or Friday when we were looking at hot 50, 60 kilometre
winds while it burst on the attention of the media—it
was a concern that we were aware could happen, in
fact did happen, to those of us who were watching it,
not made any easier, as | indicated, by the wilful
interference on the part of some person or persons
unknown who we believe in that instance were in fact
responsible for aiding and abetting the very damaging
situation in those early spring fires.

The question was asked, what have we done to learn,
what we are doing to review the fire season just past.
It has always been part of the department’s policy to
conduct, after every fire season, an internal review of
our major fires. That is part of department procedure.
That has been done. We have, because of the severity
of this fire, gone beyond that. We have asked for people
from outside of the province, but expert in the area of
firefighting from Alberta, from Saskatchewan and
Ontario, to come in and take a look at what we are
doing, how well equipped we are, what we are doing
differently from what they are doing. We share a great
deal in common with respect to the kind of fires that
we fight, the kind of forest that we protect, the kind
of isolated communities that we protect. So that review
was undertaken at my request by these external people.

In addition to that, to answer directly to the Member
for The Pas (Mr. Harapiak), we did indicate to the public
and to the community that we would be holding hearings
and reviewing the situation after the fire. | can report
to him that is taking place as we speak, at this time.
A former, capable public servant by the name of Mr.
William Newton, who used to be associated with the
Water Resource Department, has been retained as a
consultant on a consultant’s contract along with a Mr.
Bob Clarkson, who is still an active member of the
department.

Essentially, Mr. Newton has been appointed as a
commissioner, if you like, and has currently scheduled
meetings in some 60 communities. There was a specific
request that northern remote and isolated communities,
Indian reserves be visited by this fire review to listen
directly to their complaints, where they felt there were
shortcomings and how they were handled, or how they
were asked to respond to the situation. That is taking
place at this very time.

The reviews are open to the public, they are by
invitation in some instances, where we have letters on
file from various Indian Chiefs or community leaders,
councils, reeves that have during the course of the
season or particularly at the time have written us or
myself directly, expressing a specific concern. | hope
that exercise will further assist us in coping with any
future fires that we face in Manitoba.

On the more optimistic note, we welcome every inch
of snow that falls, particularly in the North and, of
course, throughout the province, both for our southern
agricultural requirements. But dealing with the issue
of fire suppression, right here it was the lack of adequate
snow cover and moisture that set up the situation for

this to occur. If those northern forests can be covered
with a heavy blanket of snow that then keeps the
underbrush damp and moist until we get some greener
growth going—that was missing in the last two years.
We hope current moisture conditions will be such that
we will look forward to a better year next year.

Mrs. Charles: The Minister speaks of hearings that
are going on. | would suggest that he should invite by
letter people who were asked to fight fires, who were
either volunteers or were asked for their expertise to
come and help fight the fires. | have heard of a couple
of instances where they were asked to bring certain
pieces of equipment quite many miles away and then
found out that they were not asked to bring the right
ones.

Those mistakes are obviously going to occur in an
emergency situation, but if in any way we can avoid
making the same mistakes—and hopefully we will not
have the opportunity to have such an emergency
again—if they can be avoided, those are the people
that we need to hear from as well as those affected
by the fire, the ones that had the time and the availability
to watch what was going on by the organizers and the
people involved in the fire. | would encourage the
Government to send letters out to those. | understand
they had some pay going to them, so they must have
the addresses of those people. Either by inviting them
by letter or to appear to put their information forward.
If we do not learn from this, then indeed it will have
been a sad, even a sadder occurrence than it was
before.

The Minister though as well has received a copy of
a letter from the Canadian Institute of Forestry which
speaks of many ideas that were put forward at a meeting
the Minister was at on November 17 of last year. They
emphasize in many cases that there need to be more
up-front funding for pre-suppression and initial attack
activities. Is this going to be a recommendation the
Minister will put forward to Treasury Board? Does he
feel that perhaps at the present time we are lacking
in adequate support for these activities?

Mr. Enns: Mr. Acting Chairman, my experience tells
me to be very cautious in predetermining what Treasury
Board may or may not do. | say that even of that current
Treasury Board that is operating in terms of the
decisions that are made with respect to the funding.
| can report to the Members of the Committee that we
are winning in the sense that certainly Treasury Board,
the Government, is cognizant of the reality of the dollars
that are going to have to be dedicated to this area of
Government activity.

| think the department is putting forward in a most
forceful manner that in accordance with the kind of
recommendation suggestions that we are getting from
outside groups concerned, such as the forestry
association group that the Member refers to. | know
that our Chairman is living in that part of Manitcka,
that he has been made forcibly aware by means of
literally a large number of letters of individual citizens
and others interested that are encouraging the
department to reorganize their fire suppression monies,
to put more of the dollars up front so that, as ! said
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earlier, we have an expanded fire department, expanded
number of fire tech crews that can, hopefully, respond
in that critical time when often the fire can be controlled
if we can get that 5-man, professionally trained group
supported by helicopter on the spot within the first
hours of a fire being spotted by our surveillance people.

| certainly accept the committee Member’s advice
as being sound and one that | have every intention of
trying to follow. Hopefully, it will be reflected in my’90-
91 Estimates.

* (1620)

Mrs. Charles: The report goes on to mention that there
is a need for an implementation of an integrated fire
management policy by the Department of Natural
Resources. This statement surprises me because |
would hope that the Department of Natural Resources
would have an integrated fire management policy, and
| guess | am leaving this open for the Minister to make
comments on whether that is a fair statement of need.
If it is, what is he doing about it? If it is not, then | will
accept that as well.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Acting Chairman, we certainly have an
integrated fire policy that has been operational before
| came to the department and, as the Member quite
rightly suspects, for some time now. That kind of a
policy is always subject to review. It probably gets
scrutinized more closely after the fire of the proportions
that we have just gone through. Then, when the
maximum resources of the department and those of
our friends in neighbouring jurisdictions are being
applied to the emergency situation, it is not difficult to
point out to shortcomings of a policy or to where
additional emphasis should be placed.

We are more than prepared and certainly are, | think,
in this whole process, as a result of our experience,
making some fundamental changes to the current
integrated fire policy that is in place so that these kinds
of decisions do not have to be made when a fire breaks
out, that the department and those responsible for that
immediate response do not go around seeking director
or ministerial approval for it—what do we do when a
fire breaks out? There are procedures tested and
proven in place that call for the kind of response that
is appropriate in a given set of circumstances. Now we
are being—’'chailenged’’ would not be the appropriate
word—certainly questioned as to some of the policies
in place. Very fundamentally, and acceptably on the
part of most Manitobans, the very basic policy is that
we prioritize the saving of life and property in the first
instance and then into more commercial, valuable
timber stands, and then more general areas of the fires.

®ur Native citizens are asking us to take a harder
look at some of the interests that are of particular
importance to them in terms of their trap line economy,
their hunting and fishing aspects of their economic life,
and that is being done. That is likely going to result
in a modified position to this integrated fire plan that
the Member refers to.

To answer her question directly, there is, let me assure
you, a plan in place. | would invite the Member on some

occasion to avail herself of a visit to our fire
headquarters at 1495 St. James. If she has not done
so, one of the instruments that she would find
fascinating, as would other Members of the committee,
the former Minister would be aware of it of course, is
that we have a little instrument there that instantly
records every lightning strike where and when it occurs
at the time of the lightning strike on a printout on a
piece of paper.

As you are standing there, you can literally hear the
tic, tic, tic, tic, as the lightning bolts are falling. That
has been an extremely space age technology that is
doing that. People sometimes ask about our program
of watchtower observations. This kind of technology
of course, as you would expect, is rapidly replacing
the need for that kind of involvement, although we still
carry on a certain amount of that.

Coming back to my original point, the Member would
be assured of the preparedness of the fire department
under the direction of Mr. Harvey Boyle if she were to
see that operation. Thank you, Mr. Acting Chairman.

Mrs. Charles: Yes, of course, we all know that knowing
that a fire has started is not of much use if you have
no one there to deal with it, if it is one that has to be
controlled immediately. This report goes on to say that
we should be getting at them as soon as possible and
not allowing any burns to take place that may have
the opportunity of leaping and progressing.

Furthermore, they go on to say that one necessity
is having certified training of permanently employed
firefighters. Can the Minister tell me whether that is
the case now? Do we have certified training and do
we have permanently employed firefighters, or at least
ones who are available with that training on an
immediate response basis?

Mr. Enns: We have a growing number of what we refer
to are full-time, professional firefighters. They are Fire
Tac and Helitac crews. | am pleased to indicate that
a substantial majority of these are people of Native
ancestry and are doing an excellent job.

The specific question of certification is beginning this
year. We want to raise the level of professionalism and
acknowledge that in this area of Government service,
and | am advised by my staff that certification of our
60 Helitac crews, and the kind of prerequisite training
that leads to that certification, is being budgeted for
and will occur in the year 1990, this coming active year.

Mrs. Charles: Just two brief questions until | turn it
over to the Member for Rupertsland (Mr. Harper) who,
| am sure, has his own concerns about this issue. What
amount of money is left in supplies from the fire in that
you obviously would need extra equipment brought in.
Were they purchased outright, and are they being
housed in Government Services somewhere, or have
they been dispersed amongst the areas in the province?

Mr. Enns: We could be corrected by my. staff, but |
would think that in the main we have purchased, leased
or taken what was required and then went to Treasury
Board to find the money. | think it has been the practice
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in the past to set relatively nominal monies into our
Estimates for fire suppression generally. With the level
of fires that we have had this year, that money was of
course quickly spent, and then we received extra
authorization to cover the costs that we incurred. We
were informed by the Director of Administration that
a Special Warrant of some $51.1 million was passed
just for these purposes alone.

So in effect we acquire what is required and then
pay the bills. There is not a pool of money set aside
into an appropriation or voted into a particular place
that we draw from.

* (1630)

Mrs. Charles: | was asking more of how he disposed
of any extra equipment, but on to another question.
| understand that in the northern Interlake area in
particular there is possibilities of harvesting, if you will,
the burnt timber, and that Palliser Furniture has a
demand for that burnt timber. Yet the areas that are
offered to take this product from seem to be very small
and perhaps hindering people who could take larger
amounts out of the area. It seems to me if this wood
is of no use after this year is over with—and the quality
of timber is such that it is then exactly what we would
seen to it now, is dead wood. Why not open up, so as
much of that dead timber as possible could be taken
out if it can be used for any good use whatsoever
immediately?

Mr. Enns: | am going to ask Mr. Lamont, who is with
us in the back there from our Forestry Division, to take
account of the question that you raise, the Member
for Selkirk (Mrs. Charles). He will provide you, either
directly or through my office, with a specific response
to that question. | want to assure you that it is the
policy of the department to harvest, to salvage as much
as possible of the damaged or partially burnt timber.
Itis part of our regular program to invite people involved
in the timber industry to do that. We issue special
licensing and permits for that.

In fact, we try, sometimes not always with the willing
co-operation of those involved, to direct by holding
back other perhaps more desirable areas to encourage
the salvage operation. But | would be surprised—my
information is that is being done. Now it may well be
that an individual quota holder is not totally satisfied
with the allocation that he has been provided with by
the department, but certainly | will undertake to see
that you have a response to that question.

Mr. Elijah Harper (Rupertsland): Mr. Acting Chairman,
we are on item (k), | believe, right now. | would like to
ask the Minister: this Fire Program Development and
Evaluation that is under Northern Development
Agreement, is that cost-shared with the feds, or is that
100 percent federal funding, or 100 percent provincial
funding?

Mr. Enns: Mr. Acting Chairman, | am advised that is
not a cost-shared program. That is the full responsibility
of the province.

Mr. Harper: Mr. Acting Chairman, the other question
that | have is in respect to—the Minister had made an

announcement in regard to the fire. | believe there is
to be an inquiry to be done. | was just wondering what
the status of that is, whether that is an internal review,
or would that be a public enquiry. What kind of
mechanisms are in place for participation by people,
organizations, individuals? Could the Minister report
on that? When do you expect that to start? Has the
Minister announced the starting date? When can that
be expected?

(Mr. Chairman in the Chair)

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, we have opted for a kind of
three-pronged approach to this commitment that was
made by myself, the Member is correct, earlier on in
the fire season. | have partially covered this ground
just prior to your coming to join us, Mr. Harper, the
Member for Rupertsland. That is what we normally do
after any fire season. An internal review which is an
in-House departmental staff matter. That has been
done.

We have gone one step further in this area because
of the seriousness of the fire situation, where we have
invited outside experts from Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Ontario, our neighbouring provinces, that we depend
on a lot and work co-operatively with in the overall fire
suppression field.

We have asked their senior firefighting specialists
and people to come into Manitoba and look at our
operation, and give us an analysis of what they think
is right, or what is failing, or what their opinion about
our whole firefighting structure is. That has been done,
and | think a review pending, which should be again,
more or less an internal document, what is going on
right now, and | will undertake to see that my office
supplies the Member with a list.

We have in addition to that taken on as a fire
commissioner, if you like, an outside consultant, Mr.
William Newton, who used to be a director within the
Water Services Branch along with Mr. Bob Clarkson
who is still a member of the department. These two
gentlemen are conducting public inquiries and meetings
in numerous communities throughout the North as well
as in the South.

Meetings will be held, for instance, in your
constituency, Mr. Harper, atIsland Lake, Oxford House,
and Gods Narrows. Now those meetings are being
scheduled right now, some of them are taking place
right now. | do not know specifically if in your area,
but | will certainly invite you to contact my office either
later on today or in the morning for the dates that have
been scheduled for these hearings.

The commitment that | made and the requests that
| had received during the course of the summer and
during the course of the fire, was that there was concern
expressed, particularly by Northerners, that the review
or the public hearing, if you like, would take place here
in Winnipeg or maybe in one other area, and it would
be difficult for a band of councillors and chiefs and
other other northern community members to access
and be able to make their thoughts known about what
they felt went wrong or what went right about the fire.

| particularly instructed the department that we
attempt to respond to as many, if not all, of the
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communities that had made a request during the course
of the fires. We did receive direct requests once it
became known that this would take place. They wanted
to make sure that the fire commissioner would be
making appearances in their community. That is taking
place right now.

Mr. Harper: | thank the Minister for that information.

Mr. Enns: | must also say just before—pardon me for
interrupting the Honourable Member for Rupertsland,
but further information that | neglected to indicate to
the Honourable Member is that apparently
arrangements have been made to fly some people from
Red Sucker Lake to these meetings that | mentioned
to you that are being held at Island Lake, Oxford House,
or Gods Narrows.

Mr. Harper: As | mentioned earlier, | would like to
thank the Minister for making that statement and also
the concern he has for the communities. | think one
of the expectations that people have is that for all the
communities that were affected, they would like to see
the people who are reviewing or doing the inquiry to
come to their communities. | think you would find a
lot of people are interested and want to voice their
concerns in a setting that will—in a town meeting |
think he would get a lot of response from the community.

A lot of times | know there was some work that was
done by the Native organizations in collecting of
information in regard to the compensation for a lot of
the trappers and individuals. | know there were some
calls made to me expressing concerns there was lack
of consultation. Now | do not know whether the Native
organization did not have enough money. | asked in
Red Sucker Lake, my home town, whether anybody
came, and actually nobody came to the community.
The information was that this request had been sent
out, so there is sort of an inadequate consultation that
| feel that needs to be done.

What we have here is a serious emergency situation
that occurred over the summer causing the Government
to expend some, you mentioned | guess, $68.1 million,
and | believe the Minister responsible for the Disasters
Board announced billions of dollars to compensate a
lot of the trappers and fishermen, and some other
people. So | think we are ranging well over close to
$100 million, maybe $150 million, if | may say that, but
| think what we need to do here is look at, because
of the amount of dollars that are involved, | think we
need to do an adequate review, investigation, inquiry
into the whole situation.

* (1640)

Also, not only invite people with expertise from
different provinces, but people at home, people in those
communities, and also | am sure the federal Government
would want to get involved. | would ask the Minister
to extend that invitation to the Department of Indian
Affairs. | had discussions over the summer, during that
period of time, with the department of the Regional
Director in terms of what role he had with the situation
of the court, mainly reserves at that time. He indicated

there was not much in place. There was just an ad hoc
decision that had to be made, and also the role of the
Chief of Council as to what role that they had in terms
of emergency situation, not only in fire, maybe in
flooding, there might be disaster in regard to maybe
a spill of PCB, or some disastrous incident like that.

| think we need to sit down with those communities,
and | would suggest the Minister go much beyond just
to make it appear, just to go visit the communities an
hour, a couple of hours, and fly in people from different
communities. | think we need to visit all the communities.
| think that is a major undertaking. ! think that is what
is expected from the Government by the communities.
| think when it affects our livelihood and the resources
that we look toward for many of our, | guess, day-to-
day activities, and also the forest resources for many
of those other things.

So | would ask the Minister whether he would consider
doing an extensive review and also extensive inquiry,
and also at the same time, express whether some
individuals or the Chief of Council will have the ability
to be able to put technical information together that
maybe they do not have for the resources, financial,
to do it, because | know a lot of the bands are not in
the financial position to do a lot of these things. | know
that the department will be flying in people, but | think
there need to be things done at the community level,
so | would ask the Minister to consider those remarks
that | have made.

Mr. Enns: Well, Mr. Chairman, | appreciate the
comments made by the Honourable Member for
Rupertsland. They are particularly appropriate coming
from the Member for Rupertsland. Certainly he
represents a constituency that, for many of the people
that he represents, felt the full bore of this summer’s
onslaught by fire and subsequent Government response
to that emergency. We accept, with every intention, to
take seriously any recommendations that he has made
with respect to improving our methods in getting our
department’s equipped and structured to respond in
the best possible way under these kind of emergency
situations.

Mr. Chairman, having said that, | think it requires to
be said and put on the record that the fact of the
matter that in my experience certainly | have seldom
seen the level of co-operation between all levels of
public sector people, along with many, many private
volunteers throughout this summer’s activity. It is not
by accident that, in the main, general watchers of
Government or of this department generally have
acknowledged the fact that both with the efforts of my
colleague, the Minister of Government Services (Mr.
Albert Driedger) and his staff, principally the Emergency
Measures Organization staff, and myself, with the staff
of our department, came through a very difficult period.
We are extremely thankful that there was no serious
injury or loss of life.

Allow me to, on behalf of the Government, on behalf
of my colleagues, acknowledge at all times thankful for
the kind of support and leadership we received at the
community level, whether it was from elected councillors
or bands or Indian chiefs or rural municipal councillors
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in the southern part, and for the many hundreds of
individual organizations, people of The Pas, for instance,
people in Thompson, people in Flin Flon, that overnight
received in their midst literally hundreds, indeed
numbering into the thousands of people that had to
be looked after, housed, and cared for.

| recall walking through the community facility in The
Pas on one of these occaslons which was filled with
several hundred people from isolated communities.
There must have been about 50 or 60 youngsters, age
two and down, running around. | can remember the
difference between worrying about trying to settle down
your youngster at home when it is only one or two and
here he had 30 or 40 under these circumstances. If
you recall, it was extremely hot weather in the North
as well, record-breaking weather. In some instances,
facilities stacked to the full, not proper air conditioning
in some of these facilities until these people could be
moved to other facilities.

So, in the main, | think it can be stated, and ought
to be stated, on occasions such as this where the words
that we place on the record are indeed recorded for
posterity, that those involved can all be congratulated
for the job well done. Of course we can do it better,
but | have to accept with some mild retort that we do
not have—and maybe we will—and | understand that
my colleague, through Emergency Measures, may well
be exploring this and creating the kind of ongoing
interdepartmental, intergovernmental local to provincial
Government relationships in their Emergency Measures
plans that will help co-ordinate this in the future.

My department is well set up and accustomed to
fighting fires in the North where essentially we are the
only jurisdiction. | think that is precisely one of the
reasons why we are taking this review. We had on this
occasion, in this season, to interface and interact more
directly with other jurisdictions because of the severity
of the fire and also even geographically. We normaily
do not fight fires in southern regions of the province
where you have municipal structures, where you have
volunteer municipal fire forces of their own that have
to be co-ordinated. That is sometimes easier said than
done, even though they may have radio frequencies
but not operate under our band.

The municipality itself, or the LGD, is structured in
a way thatthey are accustomed to doing certain things
their way, not necessarily the department’s way. When
you are placed in a fire situation there is not always
time to sit down at the table and argue out and discuss
which way it will be done. | am the first one to
acknowledge that, under those circumstances, my
department may well have on occasion felt, or have
been perceived to have acted in an arbitrary way or
made arbitrary decisions, that for the benefit of
hindsight may have been done differently.

| am hoping that with Mr. Newton and his commission
and our own looking at the department that these are
some of the issues that we can deal with. | know there
are individual leaders of the Native community that
came directly to me at the time of the fire and felt that
their position, as a leader within their community, was
in some way not fully respected as being part of the
decision-making process that involved their community

as to how and when an evacuation ought to occur, that
they sometimes were not among the first, or in fact
indeed involved in making that decision, and | think
those are the kinds of things that we can agree to in
a future fire plan and build right into the system that
it does not happen again.

* (1650)

But I really do have to speak in defence of the overall
action with respect to how it pertains to my department,
and in my judgment other departments of Government.
| do remind the Honourable Member that some of the
issues that he raises that are | know of ongoing concern,
particularly the questions of compensation with respect
to trappers and so forth, are not under the purview of
this department and, as | indicated earlier, my good
friend and colleague, the Minister of Government
Services (Mr. Albert Driedger) Estimates will be coming
up very shortly, | understand, following the next
department which is currently being considered in the
Chamber. As | indicated to the Member for Selkirk
(Mrs. Charles), | certainly indicate to the Member for
Rupertsland (Mr. Harper) that he avail himself of that
opportunity of getting more specific information on the
compensation features of the program that he alluded
to from the Minister of Government Services.

Mr. Harper: Just a final comment. | was not really
criticizing the department in terms of its role in this
summer’s activities. | think they did an excellent job.
| would like to commend the department. But what |
would like to see happen, because | get complaints
from the elected people within the community and the
people elected at the local level put a lot of pressure
on the Chief and Council in what role they play and
they are frustrated as to what they can do. | approached
the Department of Indian Affairs at that time what role
they could play in, but they did not seem to have any
kind of authority within the jurisdiction to deal with the
forest fire, at least outside their reserve, and ! think
those questions need to be raised and also need to
be addressed by the Government, particulariy in the
remote and reserve areas and how it is going to affect
them.

So | look forward to the review and the
recommendations that will be coming forward and !
know there will be some debate from the locai
leadership in terms of how the Natural Resources
officers deal with the forest fires. There are a iot of
issues that need to be dealt with and | look forward
to the Minister tabling the information to the Members
in the House and the people of Manitoba.

Mr. Enns: | thank you. | receive that as information
well received.

Rr. Harapiak: Mr. Chairman, the Minister makes a
comment that the Department of Government Services
Estimates are coming up shortly and we can debale
this subject further in that area, but | would remind
the Minister he aiready knows that we are limited in
the hours we have got, so ! think it is unfortunate that
a department of this size gets left tc a time when—
and | know that the Members of the Onpposition decide
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Mr. Harapiak: Mr. Chairman, | think in consideration
of the shortage of time, | think we would be willing to
pass up to the end of Regional Services.

Mr. Chairman: Is it the will of the committee to pass
all items under Regional Services? (Pass)

Resolution No. 106: RESOLVED that there be granted
to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $30,621,400 for
Natural Resources, Regional Services, for the fiscal year
ending the 31st day of March, 1990—pass.

The hour being 5 p.m., it is time for Private Members’
hour.

Committee rise.
* (1440)
SUPPLY—EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gilles Roch): Would the
Committee of Supply come to order, please. This section
of the Committee of Supply has been dealing with the
Estimates of the Department of Education.

We are on item 4. Program Development Support
Services (f) Instructional Resources, 4.(f)(1)—the
Honourable Member for Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. iva Yeo (Sturgeon Creek): The Manitoba School
Library Audio Visual Association submitted a brief some
time ago, recommendations to the Minister. Can the
Minister tell me what responses there have been
regarding the recommendations that the MSLAVA
proposed, September’89 | think it was?

Hon. Len Derkach (Minister of Education and
Training): Mr. Acting Chairman, first of all, we have
received the report. The report has gone to staff for
consideration. We have also met with the Manitoba
Library Association and all of these recommendations
that have been made to us are being considered by
staff now and will be considered in the context of the’90-
91 Estimates in terms of funding and in terms of
implementing some of the recommendations.

While | am up on my feet | would like to table some
information that was requested by the Member for
Sturgeon Creek yesterday and this is the miscellaneous
grants listings that were requested. | would like to table
them now. Also there was information requested on
the small schools and the numbers of small schools
and the student counts and also the numbers of high
schools and elementary schools and | would like to
table that information as well.

Yesterday during questioning the Member for
Sturgeon Creek raised the issue of the revisions to high
school English in the Correspondence and Curriculum
Branch, and | would like to indicate that there were
three revisions, March’89 had the English 200, and in
September’89 we had the English 300, and November
of’89 we had the revision to the English 301.

Mrs. Yeo: Can the Minister tell me what
recommendations are in piace for new school facilities

4841

that will be built with regard to libraries? Are libraries
included in the drawings for any proposed schools that
might be built within the province?

Mr. Derkach: Yes, Mr. Acting Chairman, the library
facility within any school is part of the formula that is
used to determine the size of the school, the number
of classrooms, the number of resourceareas. The library
facility, if you like, within a school or the resource centre
within a school is based on the student count in that
area and there is a formula which is applied which
determines the space that is required for that school.

Mrs. Yeo: In June of this year, | believe, The Manitoba
Libraries Resource-Sharing Group also shared a list of
recommendations in the way of a package and | am
wondering if the Minister’s department is looking at
this libraries resource’s sharing group brief as well.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, we know that there
are indeed some areas that must be looked at in terms
of the library resources, the numbers of materials that
we have throughout our school system. All of these
recommendations that are being made to us as a
department are being considered now by staff. Certainly
any recommendations that have been made are being
looked at very seriously. We have to determine what
it is we can afford, how soon we can implement these
changes, and which changes in fact we are able to
implement.

Staff are looking at the entire area. | guess | can
indicate that with the advent of computers, certainly
this is all an important part of it. Automation will be
a key factor in terms of identifying the materials that
we have, in terms of being able to process materials
and information, and being able to keep current the
information that is available.

Mrs. Yeo: Mr. Acting Chairperson, | met just this
morning with a couple of members of parent councils
from a community in the north part of the city. One of
the people there said that she had a parent’s handbook
that had been available a couple of years ago in the
school, a parent’s handbook—! am not sure—she did
not know what the title was. She did not have a copy
with her, but she indicated that this was available in
different languages and that it was no longer available
to the school system.

If the Minister knows what | am talking about, has
a parent’s handbook that once was available been
removed from the shelves of the schools or from the
availability for parent’s councils? If so, why was it
removed, and is there a plan to renovate and create
a new parent’s handbook that might be available in
some of the different languages for the benefit of the
parents in the school division?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | am not familiar
with any handbook that the department puts out which
is available in different languages. This may have indeed
been one that was put out by a particular schosi
division. In that case, it wouid be the responsibility cf
the school division to replace it or, if they deemed that
it was not necessary anymore, | guess, to cance! it.
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post-secondary level. Is there an actual list of the
programs that are provided through Distance
Education? If so, could we have a copy of those?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, this may take a
little while. There are several categories of programs
that are delivered through Distance Education. First of
all, thereare the field-based courses from kindergarten
to Grade 12, and the first category would be the courses
under development. These are courses that are
currently under development so that they may be tested
in the future.

* (1500)

The first course is Science naturelles 100 to 101, the
Sciences humaines, or the French Humane Sciences,
| guess, 300, Biology 300, Marketing 202, Physical
Science 201 and Family Life Education.

Under Projects Under Development, Mr. Acting
Chairman, we have a project in Evergreen School
Division and specifically Riverton Collegiate; one at Gimli
Composite High School and one at Arborg Collegiate.
This is the Interdivisional Distance Education Pilot
Program.

Under the Interactive Television Pilot Program, the
host being Midland School Division, we have three
projects at three schools, Miami Collegiate, EIm Creek
Collegiate and Carman Collegiate. We also have a rural
depopulation video which is being run from the Souris
Valley School Division.

We have some courses on pilot. We have Economics
301; the hostschooldivisionis the Souris Valley division.
The schools involved are Souris, Hartney and
Wawanesa.

We have the Mathematics 301, again the host is
Souris Valley School Division. The schools involved are
Souris, Hartney, Wawanesa and Cartwright. We have
Physics 300, the host school being Frontier School
Division. The schools involved are Pilot Mound,
Somerset, Glenella and Rossburn.

We have Geography 200. The host school division
is Souris Valley. The schools involved are Souris,
Hartney, Wawanesa and Rivers. We have Art 100 and
101 in the Swan Valley School Division. The schools
involved are Cartwright and Gimli Composite High
School.

Wehave Advanced Math 305, the host school division
being Souris Valley School Division. The schools
involved are Riverton, Gimli, Arthur Meighen and
Rosenort. We have Biology 200 which is being run in
Turtle River School Division. The schools involved are
Souris, Rivers, Strathclair and Elton. We have Data
Processing 302 run in Souris Valley School Division.
The schools involved are Souris and Hartney.

Courses that are in delivery are, first of all,
Introduction to Calculus 305, the French version, in
Mountain School Division—and | will not list the schools;
| can provide those if the Member needs them—
Introduction to Calculus 305, the English version, run
in Souris Valley School Division; Computer Science 205,
the host division being the Souris Valley School Division;

Computer Science 305, the host division again being
Souris Valley School Division; Physics 200, the host
division being Frontier School Division.

We have Community Based University Entrance
Program, the host being the Post-Secondary Adult and
Continuing Education Branch of the Department of
Education and Training. We have Hospitality
Management, and the host school division there is
Evergreen School Division; Business Education 305,
the host division being Rolling River School Division.
We have Small Motor Repair, the host division being
Birdtail River School Division; Infomatics 305, the host
division being St. James-Assiniboia School Division.

Then we have some teacher in-service programs that
are being run through Distance Education as well: one
being the Children’s Literature In-service, and the host
division being Frontier School Division; the Gifted
Education In-service Program, the host division being
again, Frontier School Division; Training for Teachers
of French, the host division being Swan Valley School
Division.

Then we have projects that are currently in progress.
We have the Computer Generated Video Graphic
Supplied Research, the host school division being St.
Vital Division. Distance Education Needs Assessment,
this project is designed to pull key members of
education communities, such as the Manitoba
Association of School Superintendents, the Manitoba
Association of School Trustees, and The Manitoba
Teachers’ Society, to determine the direction Distance
Education should proceed in the future.

Also, Mr. Acting Chairman, we have a list of
correspondence program units that are delivered
through Distance Education and the Technology Branch,
and there is a whole host of them. We also have courses
planned for’90-91. | could read a list of them, but |
think perhaps it would be more beneficial to the Member
if we could provide this to her in the next few days.

Mr. Acting Chairman, | guess | should indicate that
all of these programs that | just read out and those
that are included here do not include anything in the
post-secondaryareaas well. We can deal with Distance
Education in the post-secondary area when we get to
that appropriation.

Mrs. Yeo: | did ask for just a list. The Minister has the
right to read them off, | suppose. The GED testing
comes under this appropriation, and the testing of
approximately 2,000 candidates per year is indicated.
Can the Minister tell me if Red River Community College
accepts those students who pass the GED test?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the GED program
is recognized in the province, and therefore students
are treated the same as they would be if they had a
regular Grade 12. However, there are prerequisites for
some programs. If the student cannot get into a
program, it may be because the courses that he or
she has taken do not meet the criteria to get into that
particular program, but otherwise the equivalent is the
same as a regular Grade 12.

Mrs. Yeo: It is my understanding, Mr. Acting
Chairperson, that many of the students who obtained
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computer-assisted learning method but you cannot take
the whole grade, if you like, equivalent through
computer-assisted learning. We do not have that
developed to that stage yet, but certainly a student
can enter high school or at the 200 level and take
physics, for example, through that method or take
Physics 300 through that method. There are other
courses that are listed here. Maths 300 and Social
Studies 300 can also be done through the computer-
assisted learning method, but you cannot take an entire
Grade 11 or Grade 12 program through the computer-
assisted learning technique at this point in time.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairperson, | understood that
we do not currently have a full program available on
a computer-assisted learning basis. My question was:
can they take Chemistry 200 or 201 or Business Math
202 in its entirety as an individual credit through a
computer-assisted learning mode?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, no, we do not have
the courses developed in that way at this point in time.
However, that is something that can and will happen
in the future but we are not in a position yet with the
development of the department and the courses that
have been developed so far to be able to do that at
this point in time. That is something that will come in
the future.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairperson, | am a little
disappointed at the Minister’s confusion in this area.
It is quite obvious that he in my opinion has not spent
enough time looking at how Distance Education may
work to the real advantage of people in rural and
northern Manitoba, because there are programs
available in Manitoba that offer computer-assisted
learning for a complete series of skills, and the Minister
has probably had an opportunity to visit the Manitoba
Technical Training Centre, which—he has not had an
opportunity.

Mr. Acting Chairperson, what | am talking about is
an opportunity for students who may only have access
to computers in a school system and teachers who
only have passing familiarity with a course may be able
to take that course if computer-assisted learning-based
material is available. We have the technology. The
Minister may recall that the Manitoba Computer-
Assisted Learning Consortium, which was
headquartered at the University of Manitoba, was
allowed to die. Their mandate was exactly that, to assist
the Department of Education and the province in
developing courseware that would be suitable for our
curriculum and obviously with the intention of marketing
that technology and those resources to other
jurisdictions.

They had some hope of doing that. | was, needless
to say, disappointed as was former Dean McPherson
and others at the university in the Minister’s lack of
response to their difficulties, particularly given their
estimation and | think many people’s estimation of the
potential that this area held for equal access for our
communities. The Minister might want to reflect on the
list that he just gave us with respect to the number of
high schools in the Province of Manitoba. There are

some 82 high schools. | assume that is an up-to-date
figure.

The high schools in rural Manitoba, and many of
these will be in rural Manitoba, simply do not have the
resources, nor are they of sufficient size to warrant
teachers to deliver courses in every subject area. The
only way we are practically going to be able to deliver
courses on a more wide-ranging basis to these people
is if we use the technology that we have.

It is not good enough for the Department of Education
to ignore what is going on in the rest of the world and
to continue to deliver programs using old technology
and the old methodologies when these opportunities
are available.

| have two questions to the Minister of Education.
Can he tell us what has happened to MCALC? There
was some talk, perhaps Pollyanna talk by the Minister
of Education, that somehow this was going to be
absorbed, MCALC was going to be absorbed by some
other private corporation and the technology and the
development that have been ongoing at the university
would be saved for Manitoba. Did that actually happen?
Is there any development work going on with respect
to computer-assisted or computer-managed learning
in the province? Has the Minister or his staff been
involved in that development if it is going on at all?

Mr. Derkach: Let me say, Mr. Acting Chairman, first
of all the Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) confuses
two issues. He talks about my visit to the Manitoba
Technical Training Centre. | have been there.

Mr. Storie: You have?

Mr. Derkach: | haveseenthe programs thatthey deliver
there. Indeed it has nothing to do with these programs
that are being delivered in the high schools of our
province.

Nevertheless, he asked the question about MCALC
as well. | would have to say that, yes, it is true that
MCALC was designed to be a self-sufficient, if you like
organization. That was established under his
administration. MCALC, | might add, has been sold to
the private sector and is still operating under the same
consortium or in the same method that it was previously,
but it has been sold.

* (1520)

With regard to small schools, Mr. Acting Chairman,
I know the importance of delivering education through
Distance Education, through computer-assisted learning
in small schools. Indeed, ! represent an area that has
many small schools. | do not live in the City of Winnipeg,
so therefore { understand what kinds of difficulties smalt
schools in northern and rural Manitoba are facing, and
the need for this kind of technology in order to be acle
to assist students who cannot get the teacher coniact
time, where there are multigrades, where courses ars
not available because of the size of the schoal.

it is indeed important to be able to devsicp this
technology as soon as we possibly can. For that reason,
we have given Distance Education a much higher profile
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communities, some of the more remote and larger
northern communities. Have there been any discussions
along that line? Is the Minister acting along that line?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the reason | said
the Member was confusing the MTTC with the question
he had asked previously was because MTTC does
deliver post-secondary programs. The Member for Flin
Flon (Mr. Storie) was asking specifically about high
school programs in his first question. That is why |
indicated to him that we were talking about two different
areas. s

* (1530)

With regard to the Kirkness Learning Centre, yes,
they do provide a service that is excellent. There is no
denying that, but we have to take a look at cost. We
have to take a look at whether or not the individuals
can afford the kind of costs that are associated with
programs from the Kirkness Learning Centre, or
whether or not we as a department can deliver those
programs by a different way or by a similar method
at a far more effective and efficient cost.

Through our satellite up-links, if and when that is
achieved, we will be able to indeed offer those very
same kinds of programs through our northern schools
and to our northern communities in a community-based
way, in a more effective, more efficient and a more, |
might say, cost-effective way.

The answer to that question is yes. Kirkness does
provide a good service. It is costly. We feel that we
can do that through Distance Education in a more
practical way.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Shall the item
pass—pass. Item 4.(g)(2) Other Expenditures,
$3,875,400—(pass); 4.(h) Regional Services: (1)
Salaries, $495,100 —(pass).

4.(h)(2) Other Expenditures, $335,400—the
Honourable Member for Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Yeo: The Minister, in a response to a question
from the Leader of the Opposition regarding a need
for student involvement and whatnot, indicated that
students are important and that he involves students.
Can the Minister give me some example of how, in the
aspects of his department, he has involved the reason
why we all exist in education, the student in committees,
et cetera, how are students involved, as far as the
Minister if concerned?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | think what the
Member for Sturgeon Creek is talking about is my
response to a question regarding the importance of
involving the community in making decisions about
matters within school divisions, and certainly there has
to be a partnership developed between the school, the
parent, the school board and indeed the Department
of Education and Training.

So when | talk about that | am talking about the fact
that students have a responsibility to the school but
they also have a right to know what is in their records,

to have information regarding the kinds of programs
they are taking. So do parents. If we take a look at
what is happening in our education system, | would
have to say that there is a crying need for a closer
liaison between the school, the individuai classroom
teacher, and parents. | think if we had that closer liaison,
that closer link and that closer tie, we would not see
the kinds of articles that we saw in the paper as an
example yesterday morning, or was it the day before,
where we talk about teachers being afraid to now
approach a student, a small child perhaps in a school,
when a child is hurt to give that child a hug and that
sort of thing.

| think that is an indication of how schools have
become removed from the parents. | think that we need
to have a closer tie, a closer liaison, so that parents
could indeed support the school. When | talk about
involvement of parents, when | talk about involvement
of students, | am talking involvement at the local school
level. Certainly wherever we can we would not reject
student participation. When | taught at the university
level, | underwent some criticism because | did not
appoint a student to the University Board of Governors.
| said that was an oversight on my part and that indeed
when the next opening came up we would fill it. | am
a believer that there is a need for student participation.
There was student participation in the High School
Review. Indeed | am a proponent and a supporter of
that and would encourage school divisions to include
perhaps some forum for students to be able to express
their views on education, their views on how the school
process is going within their local community.

Mrs. Yeo: The response was to the question posed
by the Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs)
regarding mandatory drug and alcohol education in the
schools. When the Leader of the Opposition requested
some consultation with the students, the Minister
indicated that students are important and he has just
reiterated that in a long, roundabout way | suppose.
He also indicated the commitment to place a student
on the board at the university level. | would ask if he
has done that.

I would also like to ask him if he does feel there is
a commitment to the students in Manitoba why he pulled
the two advisers from the department from the
Intercollegiate Examiner, a newspaper that is struggling
to continue to exist and believes that they are perhaps
a student voice that is placed on the stands in the
various high schools throughout the province?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | can indicate to
the Member for Sturgeon Creek that the ADM of the
PDSS Branch is the adviser to the High Schoo!
Students’ Association Council and is giving them advice
as requested. When the Member raises the issue about
the drug and alcoho! program, yes, | did indicate that
students have something to say about that and | think
the survey that was done in River East shows that very
specifically because there, through that survey, we found
that students did have something important to say about
how they get their information, about the lack of
information, about the need for more programming,
and that is why | maintain that we sometimes have to
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Area Renewed Agreement - Education Development:
(1) Grants $560,000—the Honourable Member for
Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Yeo: Just one question, | think. When does this
agreement actually end? How long is it to be in place
from now?

Mr. Derkach: The agreemeht ends at the end of 1991.

Mrs. Yeo: Are there any plans being put into place
now for what happens after 19917

Mr. Derkach: This is a tripartite agreement that was
established between the city, the province, and the
federal Government and indeed that is something that
officials from these three levels of Governments will
have to enter into discussion about. Certainly it is a
very worthwhile program, has served a useful purpose,
and we are not in favour of it closing down, but indeed
there have to be discussions to see whether there are
different needs or whether the needs have changed.
We have to ensure that both the city, the municipal
Government, and the federal Government are going to
want to participate. That is an important aspect before
we can indicate whether or not we can participate as
well. So | cannot give you the answer right now, but
certainly there will be discussions in that regard.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Shall the item
pass—pass.

Resolution No. 31: RESOLVED that there be granted
to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $21,108,800 for
Education and Training, Program Development Support
Services, $21,108,800, for the fiscal year ending the
31st day of March, 1990—pass.

ltem 5., Post Secondary, Adult, and Continuing
Education and Training $88,588,200.00. Undertakes
various activities aimed at providing educational,
training, and community services opportunities for
individuals to develop competencies and skills for self-
development and satisfying and rewarding careers.
Specifically: assistance to students to overcome
financial barriers to their educational goals; delivery of
innovative programs designed to broaden educational
opportunities to respond to community needs and to
increase equality of educational opportunity at a post-
secondary level; administration of The Private Trade
Schools Act; co-ordination of relevant inter-
governmental programming including the administration
of the Canada-Manitoba Agreement on Training and
several interprovincial training agreements;
development, coordination and monitoring of provincial
employment and job creation activities; coordination
of immigrant language services; and provision of direct
employment related training. (a) Executive Support and
Skills Development: (1) Executive Administration,
$385,100—(pass).

Item 5.(2) Labour Market Policy and Skills
Development, $529,900—the Honourable Member for
Flin Flon.

Mr. Storie: Just one question, Mr. Acting Chairperson.
There is a substantial reduction year over year. Could
the Minister advise how that has occurred?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, there is a reduction
because of the Manitoba Training Advisory Council,
which has caused a reduction of three staff years and
the corresponding amount of money.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Shall the item
pass—pass. Item 3. Northern Development Agreement
- Canada-Manitoba - New Careers—the Honourable
Member for Flin Flon.

* (1550)

Mr. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairperson, the Minister might
have had other opportunities to discuss the Northern
Development Agreement and its importance to
particularly the availability of post-secondary education
opportunities in the North. | am wondering, first of all,
if the Minister can tell us today whether he has had
any indication from the federal Government whether
there will be a new Northern Development Agreement.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, as everybody
knows, the Northern Development Agreement is ending
on March 31. The Department of Northern Affairs has
had responsibility for ensuringthat Manitoba’s interests
are heard and that there is a new accord or a new
approach, if you like, developed. | am told the
negotiations are proceeding quite well, and that the
Government will be in a position to make
announcements in the future. | do have toindicate that
we do have some access programs that are important
to us, which we feel must continue.

We have made a commitment that these programs
are not going to be cut off, that students who are now
in the programs are going to have an opportunity to
complete those programs. There is perhaps a time when
we have to take a look at a new approach, at a new
way to address some of the needs of the province,
some of the educational requirements. We are prepared
to do that. We are not stuck in a rut, if you like. If
there are better ways to do things, we will ensure that
we do everything possible to ensure that northern Native
people of this province have an opportunity to access
the best possible quality of education that we can afford.

Mr. Storie: | urge the Minister not to go about inventing
a better mousetrap, when the best mousetrap is aiready
at hand, because quite often new inventions like that
tend not to work as well as one might hope. { can tell
the Minister that his assurance that students currently
involved in the social work program and the nurses
program and education program, that those students
will have their support continue until they complete the
program is welcome news.

Of course, that begs the question of whether there
will be new opportunities for the literally thousands of
students who are going to be graduating out of northern
collegiates over the next few years. That is the important
question. The Minister can talk philosophicaily about,
well, is there a better way to do it. | can tell the Minister
that Manitoba is looked on with a great deal of
admiration and respect when it comes to the programs
that we have availabie for people of northern Manitoba,
and particularly Native people, they have been veary
successful.
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indeed northern Manitobans deserve good training
opportunities.

With respect to the Northern Development
Agreement, Mr. Acting Chairman, we have stood in the
House and have indicated that we will ensure that
students that are in those programs will have the
opportunity to complete their programs, that there are
presently discussions going on with new approaches.
That only should be expected, because you do not stay
with the same kind of program regardless of the need.

There were many training opportunities that were
entered into by the former administration. But | ask:
where did they lead? Some of them led to jobs; yes,
itis true. Some of them were very successful, but there
were others, Mr. Acting Chairman, that led nowhere.
| have to tell you about a visit that | had to northern
Manitoba, where | talked to some northern Native
people about some of the training programs that were
going on in their community, and one of those programs
was carpentry for women, an 18-day course or
something like that.

One of the women who had been enrolled in the
program said to me, what does this give me? She said,
why do you not provide some meaningful training for
us? This does not give me anything. So | take this
program, and what am | left with at the end? Can |
get a job anywhere? And the answer is no. Can | take
that certificate that | get to an employer and say, here,
I have completed a program, now | want to go to work?
The answer was no.

Now the Member was just about to say that was not
the purpose of the program. Exactly. They did not know
what the purpose of some of the programs were that
they implemented. Mr. Acting Chairman -(interjection)-
and yes, it was not funded under the Northern
Development Agreement. But it does not matter. It is
an example of the kind of programs that they entered
into that went nowhere.

It is time that we take a look at the training purposes
of this province and we ask ourselves, why are we
training people in this province? Are we training them
just for the purpose of training them, or are we training
them so that there are jobs, so that they can enter
into jobs, so there are job opportunities at the end of
the training? That is what we have to establish, Mr.
Acting Chairman, and not the approach that the former
Government used. It is true that some of the ACCESS
programs have worked well—and ! speak of the
engineering ACCESS program and the program where
we have developed several northern doctors.

I have to also indicate to the Member that they tried
for years, since 1985 | believe, to negotiate with the
federal Government an agreement where they could
deliver a Bachelor of Nursing program in northern
Manitoba. Did they do it? No, they did not. They were
not able to. Swampy Cree came to us when we formed
the Government and said, could we have an
arrangement whereby we could deliver the Bachelor
of Nursing program in northern Manitoba so that we
could have trained nurses for northern Manitoba,
trained northern nurses? Mr. Acting Chairman, that was
achieved, and | am proud of that program.

| do not need to be lectured by the Member for Flin
Flon (Mr. Storie) about what this Government has done
with regard to training in northern Manitoba, because
our record is good, and it is going to get better. It is
going to get much better. So when he asks us about
the Northern Development Agreement, | can tell him
that Manitobans have faith in this Government that we
will deliver training programs for the people of northern
Manitoba who need them.

Mr. Herold Driedger (Niakwa): | would like to follow
up along the same line of questioning for a while. We
have heard the Minister say that the students who are
presently involved in the ACCESS programs, the
BUNTEP programs, will be supported to the end of
their training years. For this information | have to thank
the Minister.

| was waiting for some sort of a response to a letter
which went to him via the circuitous route of the Minister
of Northern Affairs (Mr. Downey) to his desk. | was
hopeful it would eventually come back without having
to go through the Minister of Northern Affairs’
department again. Thankfully, sitting here now, | have
an answer. | am quite pleased.

However, there is a concern that | do have, as the
Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) has indicated. There
is at present no firm program, or no firm agreement
on the renewal of some program like the Northern
Development Agreement which will pick up where it
left off.

| notice that in the absence of knowing what the
provincial contribution will be, no dollars have been
put down in the Estimates indicating what we may be
expected to pick up. As it stands right now, or as it
stood, the federal Government contributed 60 percent
of the dollars and the province, 40 percent. Could the
Minister indicate right now whether or not the province
of Manitoba will be expected to pick up a larger
percentage of the cost-sharing?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, that is again a
hypothetical question. It deals with the future, the’S0-
91 Estimates, and certainly that is not what we are
debating here. At this present time | cannot venture
to disclose what that figure might be because as i
indicated, discussions as far as | know are still
continuing between the Department of Northern Affairs
and the federal Government. Until such time that they
have been concluded, | would not want to make any
kind of a statement with regard to the amounts of
funding and the percentages in the breakdown.

Mr. Herold Driedger: While that is instructive, { realize
the agreement was extended to end in 1990 and s¢
yes, you are saying the’90-91 Estimaies, you cannot
put any numbers in for Estimate purposes. However,
on the Estimates line we have here, and if we just take
a look at page 73 of the Supplementary Estimates, you
are looking at the agreements for New Careers North,
for Post-Secondary Career Development and pregrams
like that, you list no doliars at all for contribution.

I am just wondering whether or not this is already
indicative of the kind of uncertainty you are facing
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because of these programs that we have presently
ongoing. If we accept the programs at face value as
being an improvement over what was and will continue
to be an improvement, because | read into the answer
of the Minister that he previously gave that there is a
commitment to this training and that this is going to
be good training, if there is a significant, if | may use
the term, federal off-loading, what is this going to do
to your planning for, not necessarily only the Estimates
in this particular program, but also into the year
forward? | realize it is a hypothetical question, but in
a situation like this you are looking at ongoing things.

You cannot anticipate stopping. You are going to have
to start making some kind of commitment to the future
and whether we are dealing right now specifically dollars
and cents with 1989-90, your programs that you are
talking about do go forward, and | would like to get
a sense from the Minister with what he can anticipate.
| realize he cannot give me exact numbers, but obviously
we are going to have to look at increased funding from
Manitoba to provide these services if the federal
Government continues on its present path, which it is
indicating simply by the refusal, or just the past off-
loadings and things of that nature.

* (1610)

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | think there were
several questions in that; one was with regard to a line
that the Member mentioned. | would have to indicate
that | think the line that he is referring to is the amount
that is recoverable for the programs under the Northern
Development Agreement.

With respect to projections in the future, Mr. Acting
Chairman, | have to indicate that staff at the present
time are taking a look at priorities for 1990 and’91.
The staff in my department have been discussing this
issue and our priorities with the Department of Northern
Affairs. We have several players involved in this, and
| have to indicate that we are not at the stage where
we can announce what is happening with regard to
training agreements for northern Manitobans. | have
indicated before that we support the programs that
are ongoing right now in terms of ensuring that students
have the ability to complete those programs. | think
that is basically all we can say at this point in time.
There may be a new arrangement whereby those
programs will continue to be funded at the level that
they are now or maybe at enhanced levels, but that is
all speculation.

Mr. Acting Chairman, perhaps our actions speak
louder than our words because if we have established
a centre for BUNTEP in Thompson, a free-standing, if
you like, small institution as it is, that must mean that
we believe in the training that is going on with regard
to future development in northern Manitoba. So clearly
that is sending a message to northern Manitobans and
we will work very hard at ensuring that we have our
fair share from the federal Government. It may be
through a different means, it may be a different structure
but, indeed, we anticipate that we will be successful
and that the federal Government will live up to its share
and its responsibility in training northern Manitobans.

Mr. Herold Driedger: | do not quite share the Minister’s
confidence in the federal Government that it will live

up to its fair share. We only have to look at the Bill
C-31 example in the past few years, where a
determination to change something by the federal
Government ended up creating a financial strain on
northern communities and on many reserve
communities because the funding to accommodate the
increased populations that were created did not come
through.

If we take a look at where these people live, they
do not live in other jurisdictions in Manitoba, we are
then going to have to, in one way or another, start
supporting the Manitoba citizens which they are. For
this reason, | am looking to the Minister to see what
kind of—I mean, | am sorry that he is going to come
back and say ‘“‘hypothetical” but } think we need to
have a commitment here that indicaies which direction
we want to go because should the federal Government
be successful in stonewalling, although | hear the
Minister saying this is not the case and | know that
there is going to be some sort of an agreement, but
it may end up still costing Manitoba more.

| would like to know what kind of programs he is
envisaging in the expansion. He has talked about
BUNTEP now being in Thompson. Is there, in the
planning of the Department of Education, a plan to
increase, say, the ACCESS programs to include
something other than engineering and social courses,
such as teaching or social work or health? Is there a
plan to increase this perhaps to the scientific area to
try and create a different kind of pedagogical outlook
in the graduates that are coming out of these programs?

Mr. Derkach: |t is a fairly broad question, Mr. Acting
Chairman.

Mr. Herold Driedger: Yes, it is.

Mr. Derkach: | will have to indicate that we are
committed as a Government to ensurethat Manitobans,
regardless of where they live, have an opportunity to
education. We cannot achieve everything overnight.
Indeed, the Northern Development Agreement is coming
to an end, March 3 1st. There have to be, perhaps, new
ways of looking at things. We have lived under this
agreement for five years. Things have changed over
five years. There is no question. Needs have changed;
the outlook has changed. | think the needs by Native
people themselves have changed, and their view on
the importance of education and how they would like
to see it delivered has changed.

So we have to be cognizant of all of those things.
I think that all of those things are taken into
consideration in the negotiations between the
Department of Northern Affairs and the federal
Government. Now, as the Member knows, when you
are negotiating, you never achieve everything you want,
but there has to be give-and-take on both sides. | am
confident that the Minister responsible for Northern
and Native Affairs (Mr. Downey) has lived up to his
responsibility, and | am not at a point right now where
| can disclose any of the arrangements or any of the
discussions or agreements that have beern reached.

As |l indicated, the agreement is still not finalized, to
my knowledge, but it is very close. We are anxious,
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just as anxious, | guess, as Members opposite, to see
the conclusions so that we can then go ahead and
make our plans for the coming year. Indeed, | am hopeful
that within the next few weeks we will be in that position.

Mr. Herold Driedger: Some of the things that you have
actually done right now—you have indicated that there
are some community-based, literacy initiatives that you
have undertaken. | may not perhaps be on the right
line in the Estimates book, but, forgive me, if | am very
off the topic because | do want to come back to this
precise discussion. You have announced some
community-based literacy initiatives which are to
improve literacy in northern communities. Are these
initiatives only off-reserve or are these on-reserve as
well?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the community-
based programs that have been established have largely
been off reserves, if you like, but there have been a
couple of projects where we have embarked on
community-based training literacy programs on
reservesas well. There was one project to the Southwest
Indian Training Committee, one to the Ma-Mow-We-
Tak Friendship Centre, and there was one to the Island
Lake Tribal Council. But others were off-reserve.

Mr. Herold Driedger: A short question: were these
programs provided on-reserve then cost-recovered
from the federal Government?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, each year the
Department of Education and Training negotiates with
the Secretary of State for funding for literacy
programming. Last year, | believe, we received some
$492,000 from the federal Government. That was
complemented by an equal amount from the provincial
Government. This year, although the announcement has
not been made, we are led to believe that the amount
of funding will be in that same neighbourhood area.
But, as | indicated, that funding has not been
announced.

We have announced significant funding from
provincial sources for literacy. | think the total amount
is about—1 can get you that figure. The total amount
of provincial funding that has gone into community-
based literacy programming is about $580,000.00.

* (1620)

Mr. Herold Driedger: So the Minister is saying
approximately 50-50 cost-shared between province and
the federal Government, on reserve—oh, that is total,
okay. Has the same kind of cost-sharing been going
on, because | noticed you did reference earlier the
Swampy Cree Bachelor of Nursing program. We know
that is a fairly costly program. The cost-sharing was
again, there—memory does not serve me quite well—
but | think it was approximately 50-50 as well.

The Minister indicates yes. | just want to carry on
to see whether or not we have something going here.
There are other programs you are engaged in. Would
you be able to give some figures on cost-sharing, say,
between the band management program of the

Southeast Resource Development Council or perhaps
the business administration program of the Manitoba
Educators of Native Descent program or the Bachelor
of Education and Native language teachers courses?

Are these approximately cost-shared on a 50-50
basis, or is there a different ratio?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | do not have the
specific breakdown of the programs the Member just
mentioned. We can get that information for him. In a
general sense, many of these programs were funded
on a joint basis, on a 60-40basis. More recently, it has
been pulled back to about a 50-50 basis. With regard
to the Bachelor of Nursing program, the breakdown
there is about $300,000 from the federal Government
for five years, | believe. That represents about 45
percent of the cost when we take a look at the cost
of our facilities and the cost of our resources that we
have in the program.

| can get the specific details on those particular
programs that the Member asked about and give him
that information tomorrow.

Mr. Herold Driedger: Mr. Acting Chairman, | put it to
youthen—it seems to me that even here the indication
is more toward a pullback by the provincial Government.
| am going to be very interested in the actual numbers
or the percentages that | see when we finally have the
negotiations that are going to be concluded on the
cost-sharing agreements, and see whether or not there
is not a substantial increase that will have to be put
up by the provincial Government to try and maintain
the level of service and increase the level of service
that the Minister has referenced, that we have talked
about as being a worthwhile goal.

| imagine the costs to the province are going to be
considerably higher. Whether or not this can be put to
the negotiating skills of the Minister of Northern Affairs
(Mr. Downey) or whether simply the stonewalling of the
federal Government, | think still remains to be seen.
| have no more questions.

Mr. Derkach: | guess | can just conclude by saying
that | have a lot of faith in the Minister of Northern
Affairs (Mr. Downey) to come up with an agreement
that isindeed going to reflect our wishes and our needs.
As | indicated, a negotiated position is one where we
do not always get exactly what we want, or, we are
not going to get the moon, but certainly | think we will
do well.

Might | add that, with regard to the puliback on many
of these programs, yes, we have borne a greater
responsibility in some of these programs, but by and
large, Manitoba, with alarge northern Native poputation,
has done fairly well in terms of being able to deliver
many of these programs. | think the latest exampis is
the literacy programming that has been agree¢ to
between the federa! Government and the provincial
Government, where we have a substantiai amount of
funding coming to our province vis-a-vis other provinces
in Canada. i think that is a sample of the king of gro-
active and the kind of co-operative effort that can be
entered into between the federa! Government and the
provincial Government.
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Mrs. Yeo: Are there plans on the books now for the
reorganization of Post-Secondary Adult and Continuing
Education and Training department of the Government,
of Manitoba Education?

Mr. Derkach: The short answer to that, Mr. Acting
Chairman, is yes. As we move toward a different
approach to Education and to Training and community
college education and because of the fact that we have
now acquired the training component in the department,
that means there needs to be some change with regard
to the reorganization of our whole PACE division. That
will happen over time, it is not something that we can
do overnight. It will evolve slowly, but over the course
of the next six months or a year, there will be some
fairly significant changes with regard to PACE and the
community colleges.

Mrs. Yeo: So we may well anticipate seeing a fairly
dramatic shuffling of ADMs and different personnel at
that level with PACE then as the changes are
implemented?

Mr. Derkach: Well, Mr. Acting Chairman, when | said
there will be changes, | am talking about the structure
rather than personnel. Certainly personnel are ones
that are up to the Minister and his department and to
Government, but indeed when we talk about the
restructuring of PACE or restructuring of any branch
of the department, we are talking about the structural
changes with regard to reporting. Because of the fact
that we have acquired the whole training component,
it is going to mean that we have to look at perhaps a
different structure in order to be able to respond better
and more quickly to the needs that we have in this
province.

I guess | could use by example the Northern Training
and Employment Agency. We did some restructuring
there, in fact, the reporting mechanism was changed,
and we feel that was the right move in terms of
addressing the needs of northern and rural Manitobans.
So | am just talking about structural changes rather
than personnel changes.

Mrs. Yeo: | do not know whether that means there will
not be personnel changes, a very roundabout way of
giving a response. One of the business groups in the
community, the Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce, has
along with many other people stated some concerns.
They have talked about the need for more autonomy
at Red River Community College.

| think, in my first round of Estimates, | indicated at
the time that probably of all the concerns that | have
had brought to my attention with regard to Education,
community colleges still rank No.1. There are people
who have tried to get into programs who are having
difficulty. There are people who are in programs who
are having difficulty. There are some instructors in the
various colleges that are in trouble. There is still the
concern on the part of a good number of people with
the question of autonomy. | still hear people say that
there is a potential out there that is not being met. |
would suggest that probably, of all of the departments
that come under Manitoba Education, the community
colleges rank at the very bottom.

| think there should be some fairly dramatic
reshuffling, fairly dramatic reorganization. | look forward
to that in fact happening. Has the Minister been in
contact with the Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce that
struck a committee that would study whether the Red
River Community College should become autonomous
from the province? If he has, can he indicate if he will
look at thisreportthat is being done and when it should
be completed?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | could indicate to
the Member for Sturgeon Creek (Mrs. Yeo) that, yes,
we have recognized the need for a change with regard
to how our community colleges operate in this province.
Certainly there is a need for perhaps greater flexibility
or autonomy, more community responsiveness, if you
like, because they are supposed to be community
colleges. Therefore we need some community input
from the various community college areas.

We have recognized that. That is why the Community
College Governance Committee was struck. The
Member also asks about the involvement of people like
the Canadian Manufacturers Association and the
chambers of commerce, et cetera. | could indicate, the
Chamber of Commerce of Manitoba, that we are
represented in terms of being involved directly on that
committee.

Mrs. Yeo: Perhaps on a more general and
encompassing tone, | would guess the universities as
well. | am wondering what funding has been received
this year by the Department of Education from the
federal Government for post-secondary education that
is targeted for post-secondary education. How much
cash from Michael Wilson’s budget have we received?
How does this compare to last year?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | have to indicate
to the Member opposite that this is a fairly complex
matter to begin with. First of all, there is the Established
Program Funding that is transferred. We could probably
get a breakout of that. Then there is aiso the CEIC
funding, the Canadian Jobs Strategy money that comes
into the province. So there is a variety of sources that
funding does come into the province with regard to
post-secondary education.

We could get that, but certainly it would take some
time and energy to be able to bring all of that together
in order to be able to get that for the Member. !f she
would like it, | could probably get that over the next
week or couple of weeks.

Mrs. Yeo: | have several concerns with the revelation
that the feds are probably going to be funding less
and less for health and post-secondary education. The
amountis are decreasing; in fact | believe that in 1987~
88 the provincial Government in Guebec did some
projections. They showed that by the year 20C4 there
were going to be significant cutbacks in the federai
grants that will be given to that particular province.

!would like to know i Manitotza has done any figuring,
and if they can indicate to us when Manitoca may
receive probably zero doilars from the federal!
Government for health and post-secendary education.
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Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | think it is still
premature to say we are going to be getting less money.
We have some concerns with regard to the federal
Government’s share of responsibility with regard to
post-secondary education. There is no question. We
have seen some indications there may be a need to
change the way in which we receive money for post-
secondary education. It does not necessarily mean that
we are going to be getting less. It may mean that we
get it in a different way. Certainly we have seen some
changes over the past fewyears and some fairly positive
changes in the way that training, for example, is done
in this province for people in industry, for people out
of various businesses. Indeed businesses have
responded very positively to the kinds of indirect
purchases and direct purchases that have existed in
the post-secondary area. So yes, we do have concerns.

| cannot give any indication right at this time whether
it will be less, how much less, or whether in fact it will
be the same amount or even more. There is speculation
all over the country that there is going to be less money.
Certainly, if we try to speculate on it, | think it would
be simply pulling figures out of the air at this point in
time.

Mrs. Yeo: | think that Manitobans who have been
subjected to two terms now of Tory rule in Ottawa and
now the result of free trade negotiations, et cetera,
should be informed as to what may be happening down
the line.

Education is one of the most cherished services for
all of Manitobans. | think it would be unfair to expect
that Manitobans should have to shoulder the total
responsibility. | would certainly like to believe that the
Tory Government in Manitoba is going to the Tory
Government in Ottawa and thumping the table just a
little harder than they are currently doing. | think we
have a bit of a supine Government here, and | would
like to think that perhaps you would get upright and
fight for Manitobans before the year 2000, and we find
ourselves without any federal assistance.

| would like to ask about a program at Red River
Community College, the Developmental Worker
Program that was suggested in a news release—a two-
year developmental services worker diploma program
to be offered by Red River Community College. | wonder
if perhaps the Minister would not read the course outline
word for word, but if he could table the course outline
and the names of the instructors that are providing
this two-year program.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the Member for
Sturgeon Creek (Mrs. Yeo) likes to get up and make
statements about what this Government is doing or
not doing. Then she wants to just ask me to table
things and not to reac them into the record so that
they are more convenient for her. Well, | would like to
remind her that it is not this Government that has put
them in the quandary that they are in right now where
they are quickly running out of Estimates hours and
there are still several departments to go. That is not

our responsibility, and therefore, although | have tried
to have been as co-operative as | can in terms of tabling
information, there are times when | have to read it into
the record so that it does not appear as though
questions were asked but no answers were provided.
So yes, | have tried to table as much information as
is possible, but | cannot continue to do that for every
single question that the Member asks.

Yes, the developmental services worker program is
a program that is being delivered by Red River
Community College. | will table the course outline for
her, as she has requested, and as of September 18,
1989, this program is being delivered as a regular
college program and it has an enroliment of 24 students.
It is a program that | think is fairly positive and, with
24 students in it, it has received the green light. Up
until that time, or close to the time when we were able
to deliver it, we did have some difficulty with having
a sufficient number of students, but the college did go
out and do some marketing, and in doing that they
were able to attract a good quantity of students to be
able to offer the program.

Mrs. Yeo: There is another program that | would like
to ask the Minister about, the dental assisting program,
that needs to have necessary funds made available to
them in order to update the program or they are in
danger of losing their accreditation. Can the Minister
indicate what action is taking place to assist this
particular program to be an ongoing program at Red
River?

Mr. Derkach: This indeed is an important program for
us and we see that there is always a waiting list for it.
| have some concern about the fact that here yet is
another program that we have been left with by the
former administration that may lose its accreditation
because they had not lived up to their responsibility
in ensuring that facilitieswere adequate for the program.

The Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) says, you have
had two years to address it; yes, we had to address
the dental program at the University of Manitoba, and
that was a $3.5 million touch that we had to come up
with in order to ensure that the accreditation would be
in place for that program. Now we find another program
that is in the same kind of dilemma, and | have a letter,
in fact, drafted to the accreditation board to ensure
that we are supporting the program, and that yes, we
have to address the facilities, and we intend to do that
over time.

Mr. Storie: | was rather amused by the Minister’s
explanation for why he had to put this information on
the record, and pretending that somehow, by providing
the information, by tabling it for us, that somehow it
would not be on the record that he had answered the
question. That is rather a specious kind of argument
to say the least. The fact is, the Minister has delighted
in spending Estimates time rambling considerably, and
the Minister cannot blame that simply on the Opposition
Critics. However, we have not had nearly enough time
for Education, and | guess we all have to share the
blame for that.

Mr. Acting Chairperson, two questions -(interjection)-
the Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach) continued to
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speculate about the direction that might be taken for
our community colleges, and he kept saying that yes,
we recognize that changes—maybe changes and
changes—do we know what we are changing to? Can
the Minister outline for the Education Critics what role
the Minister sees for community colleges? He says that
there may be organizational changes, but he has not
told us why, what the objectives of that change might
be. Does the Minister have some vision of where he
wants community colleges to end up five years from
now?

Mr. Derkach: | recall being in Opposition at one time,
and the only difference was that the New Democrats
at that time had a majority Government, and therefore
they did not have to tell us anything, and they did not.
Mr. Acting Chairman, with regard to the dilemma that
the Opposition Parties find themselves right now with
regard to Estimates, that is their problem. We do not
share any of that responsibility. They have squandered
away the valuable Estimate time and now we are running
toward the end of Estimate time, and they are saying,
just keep tabling things.

Well, we can be co-operative and yes, we will table
as much as we can to help the Opposition Parties along
so they get the information, because Estimate time is
very important, | believe, in ensuring that every
department is held accountable. We are certainly not
shirking our responsibility in this regard.

With regard to community colleges and governance,
we have indicated from the very beginning that there
needs to be areview of community college governance.
Now, | did not stand up and say that | believe that
community college governance should be this and this
and this. That is why we put together the Community
College Advisory Board that was headed by my Deputy
Minister, Mr. John Carlyle, and they have taken a look
at a variety of institutions across the country. They have
put together a variety of models and they are
recommending a particular model.

It is up to this Government now to examine that
model, to see whether or not it meets with the approval
of this Government, and then we will move in the
direction that we think we should. At that point in time,
| will be happy to sit down with the critics and advise
them of the direction that we are moving. Certainly if
they have some advice to give me now with regard to
what they think our community colleges should be like,
| would prepared to sit down with them on an individual
basis or collectively with both of them and discuss this
entire matter.

| do not think it is appropriate for us to say, this is
what we think we are going to go ahead with at this
time, because we know very well that the first
opportunity that the Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie)
or the Member for Sturgeon Creek (Mrs. Yeo) would
have, they would run to the media and say, hey, look
what those Conservatives are going to do with our
community colleges, and we would conjure up a lot of
discussion and a lot of perhaps misinformation for
nothing. The way Government usually does things is
that first of all they make a decision, and then they
would share it with the public either through news

conferences or through information sessions and that
is how we will proceed with regard to community college
governance.

Mr. Storie: Well, the Minister on the one hand says
they have not decided and they have been consuiting,
and on the other hand he says we have a model that
has been presented as an option for us to consider.
My request is simply, that the community colleges are
not the Minister of Education’s, they belong to the
people of Manitoba, and they are there to serve the
tens of thousands of students who use them. It would
seem to me it would behoove the Government to have
that information, the direction the Minister is intending
on taking in community colleges, available to those
people, thatin fact Manitobans should have some input.
It is fine for the Chamber of Commerce to feel they
need some greater access to the decision making at
the college, but the community colleges were not
designed to serve just the Chamber of Commerce.

| am hoping that before the Minister makes any
decision on behalf of the Government, there is some
legitimate consultation. | do not know how broadly the
task force consulted in the first instance, whether the
students’ groups were consulted, whether municipalities
in those areas of the province that are generally
underserved by community colleges were consulted,
but certainly | know that before the Minister sets any
new direction for the community colleges, they would
want to be consulted as well. They would want to ensure
that their views are part of any recommendations of
the Government. So | am a little concerned about the
direction the Minister may be taking us. | do not want
to wake up one morning and have the Minister of
Education (Mr. Derkach) announcing that this is what
he is doing, before the thousands of people who are
affected by it have had a chance to give him direct
input on what he is proposing to do, not commenting
after the fact that he has done it.

Mr. Acting Chairperson, the Minister also was acting
as an apologist for the federal Government again and
suggesting thatsomehowthey could not calculate what
the changes to equalization, the changes to established
programs financing were on the Province of Manitoba.
The fact of the matter is that those figures are knowable.
There was a formula change that is well known, or
should be well known, to the Minister of Education (Mr.
Derkach). It is going to cost the Province of Manitoba
hundreds of millions of dollars over a five-year period.

Certainly it is our belief that it is the responsibility
of the federal Government to maintain some sort of
equitable funding for post-secondary education in the
Province of Manitoba. The Minister should know that
in 1985 the federal Government, his Tory cousins,
unilaterally decided to take out 40 percent of the direct
purchases from our community colleges—a unilaterai
decision. The Minister should know that the indirect
funding method that was put in place, supposediy to
compensate provinces, to compensate community
colleges for that loss of direct funding, has ceen
underutilized every year.

* (1650)

In fact, a total amount of money that is being spent
on education and now training, the dollars that come
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of lines that are used by those asking the questions
and the number of lines that are used by the Minister
in rambling in his responses, | am darn sure that the
number of lines that he uses are far greater than the
number of questioninglines. Although we certainly can
take some of the blame, | think it can be shared by
all of us in this particular Chamber.

Mr. Derkach: A quick response, Mr. Acting Chairman,
and | will make my responses as brief as | can. Indeed,
if | did not provide the kind of lengthy answers | do,
they would accuse me of not being thorough enough.
So for that reason | try to be as accommodating as |
can. The Government holds no responsibility for the
lack of time that we have for Estimates for Education.
Itis really the responsibility—and the blame really rests
with the opposition Party and the third Party.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!
* (1700)
The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Order, please;

order, please. The hour being 5 p.m., it is time for
Private Members’ hour.

Committee rise. Call in the Speaker.
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IN SESSION
COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Neil Gaudry (Acting Chairman of Committees):
Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Supply has adopted
certain resolutions, directs me to report the same and
asks leave to sit again.

| move, seconded by the Honourable Member for
Sturgeon Creek (Mrs. Yeo), that the report of the
committee be received.

MOTION presented and carried.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the will of the House to call it six
o’clock? There seems to be an agreement to call it six
o’clock. Is it the will of the House to call it six o’clock?
Agreed.

The hour being 6 p.m., this House is now adjourned
and stands adjourned until 1:30 p.m. tomorrow
(Wednesday).





