
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Wednesday, May 3 1 ,  1 989. 

The House met at 1:30 p.m. 

PRAYERS 

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS 

Mr. Speaker: We wi l l  now be cal l ing a recess of the 
H ouse to al low the photog rapher to take our port rait. 
Al l  papers, could we have them put inside you r  desks? 

As agreed to, and an announ cement was made 
yesterday, this House is now adjourned until two o' clock, 
at whi ch t ime the buzzers wi l l  go for a minute and we 
wi l l  resume p roceedings, to al low the photog rapher 
enough t ime to remove his equipment. The House is 
now recessed . 

* ( 1 400) 

RECESS 

MINISTERIAL S TATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

Hon. James Mccrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General): M r. Speaker, I am tabl ing today the reply 
to question No. 1, a written q uestion asked by the 
Honourable Member for B randon East ( M r. Leonard 
Evans). In addit ion,  a return to the Add ress for Papers 
No. 1 on the motion of the Honourable Member for 
B randon East. 

Mr. Speaker: P rior to oral questions, may I d i rect the 
Honourable Members' attent ion to the gal lery where 
we have from the Earl G rey S chool -the Honourable 
F irst M inister ( M r. Fi lmon).  

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): M r. Speaker, can we 
revert, p lease, to the introduction of B i l ls.  

� Mr. Speaker: Can there be leave to revert back to 
, introduction of Bi l ls? (Agreed) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILL 

BILL NO. 12- THE LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY MANA GEMENT COMMISSION 

AMENDMENT ACT 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier) introduced, by leave, Bi l l  
No.  1 2 , T h e  Leg i s l at i ve Assem b l y  M a n ag e m e n t  
Commission Amendment Act ;  L o i  modifiant la  L o i  s u r  
la Commission de regie de I '  Assemblee l egislative. 

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney
General): M r. Speaker, I wonder if we could have leave 
of the H ouse to revert to ministerial statements and 
tabl ing of reports. Some of my col leagues have reports 
to table. 

Mr. Speaker: Is there leave to revert back to ministerial 
statements and tabling of reports? (Agreed) 
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS {Cont'd) 

Hon. Edward Connery (Minister of Cooperative, 
Consumer and Corporate Affairs): M r. Speaker, I 
would l ike to table the Annual Report of the Publ ic 
Ut i l ities Board for 1 988. 

Hon. Harry Enns (Minister of Natural Resources): M r. 
Speaker, it is with considerable pleasure that I table 
the Annual Report for the Department of Natural 
Resources for the years '87-88, and also to table the 
A n n ual  Report fo r the M an i toba H a bitat Heri tage 
Corporation for  the  years '87-88. 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): M r. 
Speaker, I would l ike to table the Annual Report of the 
Crown Investments Department 1 987-88, and the Publ ic 
Investment Corporation of Manitoba Annual Report 
1 988.  

* ( 1 405) 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

Mr. Speaker: Prior to oral q uestions, may I d i rect 
Honourable Members' attention to the gallery where 
we have, from the Earl G rey School,  twenty-five G rades 
5 and 6 students under the d i rection of Mel Hannah. 
This s chool  i s  l o cated i n  the con st i tuen cy of t h e  
Honourable Member for Osborne ( M r. Alcock).  

Also with us th is afternoon in  the gal lery, from the 
Faith Academy, twelve G rades 5 to 12 students under 
the d i rection of Jerry Sch rock .  This school is located 
in the constituency of the Honourable Member for Lac 
du  Bonnet ( M r. P raznik). 

Also with us this afternoon, from the Rock Lake 
School, six G rades 7 and 8 students under the d irection 
of M r. Galen Toews. This school is located in  the 
constituency of the Speaker. 

On behalf of al l  Honourable Members, we wel come 
you here th is afternoon. 

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD 

Ladco Land Development Deal 
Proposals 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
M r. Speaker, my question is to the Min ister of H ousing 
( M r. Du charme), and it is concern ing the M H RC-Lad co 
Development Agreement. On F riday last, the Min ister 
ind icated that he had issued a cal l  for p roposals to the 
M an itoba Home Bu i lders '  Asso ciat ion.  His Deputy 
Min ister has s ince denied that any such letter has been 
ci rcu lated . The Home Bui lders' Association denies that 
such a letter by the Min ister had been circu lated to 
its membership. My question to the Min ister is,  wi l l  he 
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admit  that he gave this House in correct information 
on Friday, that a letter from him was never circu lated 
to members of the Home Bui lders' Associat ion? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Housing): M r. 
Speaker, I would l ike to clarify the situation. Fi rst of 
al l ,  I met with the H ome Bui lders' Associat ion,  and the 
Home Bui lders' Association, through that meet ing,  had 
a cal l  amongst their members, and that was the letter 
that I had mentioned last Friday. 

Mrs. Carstairs: Can the M in ister tell the H ouse today 
what steps he specifi cally took to ensu re that al l  the 
potential developers had knowledge, ful l  knowledge, 
from his department about the Government's decision 
to enter into such a building p roject? 

Mr. Ducharme: M r. Speaker, fi rst of al l ,  we took 
approximately seven months to review any p roposals 
coming forward . As I ind icated earl ier, we sat down 
with the Home Bui lders' Association. They were very 
con cerned and they assured me at that meeting that 
al l  people involved in the development business would 
be aware of that part icular proposal .  We also went 
back and considered and interviewed anyone who made 
a p ro posal  on the o ri g i n a l ,  o n  t h e  prev ious 
Government's p roposal cal l  of '86. 

Nelson River Construction 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
A supplementary q uestion to the same Min ister, the 
M in ister says that they went back and discussed matters 
with ind ividuals who had made p rior p roposals. Can 
he explain why Nelson River has ind icated to this side 
of the H ouse that they had no contact whatsoever from 
his Government department, despite the fact that they 
were considered the p rimary bidder under the p revious 
adm i nistrat ion? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Housing): M r. 
S peaker, I wish the Leader of the Opposition ( M rs. 
Carstai rs) would get her facts correct. We did interview 
and we d id  talk to the consort ium g roup com p rised of 
Nelson River, Wardrop Associates. We did meet with 
them, and I can assure that they got all the consideration 
anybody else got on this. Matter of fact ,  they were right 
in the ru n n i n g .  H oweve r, t h e i r p roposa l ,  after 
consideration, was not the No. 1 p roposal. 

Proposals Tabling Request 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
Wel l ,  the new q uestion to the M inister, s ince the Minister 
i n d i cates t h at he has co rresp o n d e n ce w i t h  t h i s  
developer a n d  w e  presume with t h e  Lad co developer, 
and that he ind icated to them that they certain l y  could 
make any k inds of p roposals and bids, would he,  
therefore, table al l  of his phone cal ls, a l l  of his records, 
all of h is letters, all of his records of phone cal ls,  al l  
of h is letters,  which he had with these developing 
companies, so that there is fu l l  understanding that no 
one received p referential treatment? 

• (1410) 
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Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Housing): M r. 
Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition mentions- and 
I have to reply back to the Nelson R iver. They even 
h i red a sol i citor to act on their behalf who met with 
us, I would say, approximately five meetings altogether. 

I also assure the Opposition Leader (Mrs. Carsta irs) 
that I was prepared to get up today and mention to 
her that I would be glad to sit down with her crit ic and 
the crit ic from the NDP to go over al l  the papers that 
my M H RC b o a rd reviewed i n  con s i d e ri n g  t hese 
appl ications. We have an open Government, and I can 
assure her that we wil l  go through all the working papers 
of al l  the people who we did contact during this 
p roposal. 

Mrs. Carstairs: M r. Speaker, but if it is such open 
agreement, why is the Min ister unwi l l ing to table today 
his correspond en ce with Nelson River? 

Mr. Ducharme: M r. Speaker, I just mentioned that we 
wi l l  go through al l  the working papers and also, in  
consideration to Nelson River and the g roup, and I did 
talk to them last Friday, one of the members last Friday. 

At the time, everyone has ind icated that the work ing 
papers are what you would need . The working papers 
explain everything.  The M H RC board-at that t ime, the 
staff wi l l  be glad to sit down with her crit ic and the 
NDP crit ic. At that time, at the f inish of that meet ing,  
I can assure her she wi l l  l ike the end result of the 
approximately $5 mi l l ion more in  the No. 1 p roposal . 

Finalization Date 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition 
( M rs. Carstairs), with a final supplementary quest ion.  

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
In the fall of 1988, a parcel of land, 33 acres, was 
pu rchased by Lad co. That piece of land connects the 
M H RC lands with the Lad co project .  Can the Min ister 
tel l this House when Lad co learned that they were to 
be the recipient of a joint deal with the Govern ment, 
and was it before or after they pu rchased the 33-acre 
parcel? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Housing): M r. 
Speaker, they learned at the same approximate t ime 
as the Opposit ion. I tabled the ag reement right before 
you, and they d id not know unt i l  the last couple of 
weeks they were the su ccessfu l tender. 

Special Needs Children 
Advisory Committee Report 

Mr. Jerry Storie (Flin Flon): M r. Speaker, my question 
is  to the Min ister of Edu cation (Mr. Derkach). I have in 
my hand a copy of a report of the Advisory Committee 
on Special Needs which was p rovided to the Min ister 
of Edu cation in  O ctober of last year. That is some eight 
months in  elapsed t ime since the Min ister received this 
report ,  a report that was prepared by some dozen 
g roups who are interested in the whole q uestion of 
special needs education and special needs funding.  
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My question is, why h as the M inister not made this 
docu ment publ ic some eight months after he has 
received it, and when can we expect the Min ister to 
respond to the 36 recommendations, to respond to 
the real needs that are growing in  our school d ivisions, 
i n  our schools across the provin ce, to meet the needs 
of special needs students? When is the Min ister going 
to act? 

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of  Education and 
Training): M r. Speaker, I am happy to respond to that 
question from the Member from the New Democrat ic  
Party. F irst of a l l ,  i t  is t rue that the report was g iven 
to me as M inister in O ctober of 1 988,  and certain ly  
t h a t  report  h ad a con s i d erab le  n u m be r  of  
recommendations which are go ing  to have a signif icant 
impact if implemented in  their entirety on the special 
needs of Manitoba. That report was for the Min ister's 
use, and certainly we have taken that report and staff 
have now synthesized all the recommendations. Shortly, 
we wi l l  be in a position whereby we can table certain ly 
our position with regard to those recommendations 
and also the d irection the special needs edu cation is 
going to go in  this province, because it has been some 
time, a considerable length of t ime, s ince there was 
any action in terms of looking at the special needs 
edu cation in this provin ce and the d irection it is going.  

Mr. Storie: M r. Speaker, I th ink the groups that worked 
on this report, the committee that was establ ished in 
1 987,  would not be part icu larly enthralled with the 
M i nister's  bafflegab. The fact is that the M inister had 
this report in  h is  hands, has had it in  h is hands, for 
eight months. 

* ( 1 4 1 5) 

Funding-Education 

Mr. Jerry Storie (Flin Flon): M r. Speaker, my q uestion 
i s  t o  the M i n i ster. Why, when he m ad e  t h e  
annou n cement on publ ic school funding,  d id h e  not 
increase significantly funding for special needs in  this 
provi n ce ?  Why d i d  he n ot a ct when he had the  
opportunity to i ncrease funding to meet some of the 
recommendations in  this report? Why is that group that 
prepared his report stil l  waiting for some action? 

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and 
Training): The people who sat on,  in doing nothing,  
with regard to special needs,  were those who formed 
the former Government. 

Mr. Speaker, the report was commissioned i n  1 987,  
and that is  correct. I t  took a year for that report to 
come to  the M i n i ster. Wit h i n  several months ,  the 
Member opposite would have l iked to have a response 
from this Government in terms of the dire ction that it  
is going.  The impl ications of special needs and the 
d irection that special needs wil l  take in  the future is 
also a consideration u nder the High S chool Review 
and, therefore, when one considers that, you have to 
do it in  conjunction. 

Seco n d ly, M r. Speaker, there was cons iderable 
funding al lowed to school d ivisions th is  year over and 
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a bove the i r  l ast year 's  f u n d i n g. Certa in ly, s chool  
d ivisions across the province were happy with the k ind 
of  funding that they are going to get  in  terms of  the 
i ncreases. I am proud of  the fact that we were able to 
advan ce to school divisions the kind of funding that 
we have and we wi l l  be addressing the issues that have 
been raised in that Advisory Committee report in due 
course. 

Mr. Storie: M r. Speaker, to the Minister of Edu cation 
( M r. Derkach), the fact is that he has not even consulted 
in any formal way with the g roups that made the 
presentation, nor has he added to the funding for special 
needs, as the previous Government did by quadrupl ing 
funds over a period of seven years. 

Funding-Private Schools 

Mr. Jerry Storie (Flin Flon): Following on that question, 
another question to the Minister of Edu cation (Mr. 
Derkach), on February 24 of this year, the M in ister's 
Deputy sent a letter to every private school in the 
provin ce announcing that there would be retroact ive 
funding for special needs students in the private school 
system without any consultation with the legit imately 
established committee that reported on special needs
s chool d ivisions, trustees, other people i n  the provin ce 
who are interested in special needs. Can the M inister 
explain why he chose to act without regard to the 
recommendations in th is report or the i nterests of the 
pub l ic  school system ?  

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and 
Training): Mr. Speaker, I might remind the Member 
opposite that under their administrat ion,  students who 
were special needs students, students who had learning 
d isabil it ies and were not in  the publ ic  school system, 
d id  not get any support by the former administration. 
M r. Speaker, they were i gnored . They are citizens of 
th is provin ce who deserve an edu cation. I t  was this 
Government's decision to advance funding to those 
chi ldren of our province whose parents pay taxes in  
our provin ce so that they can get an edu cation,  so that 
the i r  special needs can be add resse d .  I have no 
apologies for advancing that k ind of  funding to those 
students who are in need . 

Funding-Accountability 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Fl i n  Flon 
( M r. Storie), with a final supplementary q uestion. 

Mr. Jerry Storie (Flin Flon): The Min ister of Edu cation 
(Mr. Derkach) may want to provide a blank cheque to 
some groups in  society. H e  may want to fol low the 
Liberal poli cy and increase funding to private schools. 

My q uestion is to the M inister of Edu cation ( M r. 
Derkach). What assurances can this M i nister g ive the 
people of Manitoba, those 95 percent of special needs 
students who are in the publ ic system, that the money 
that was provided for special needs is going to be spent 
meet i n g  the  specia l  needs of t hose except iona l  
students? What assurances can he g ive, what steps 
has he taken to make sure that money that has been 
provided is  accounted for? 
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Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and 
Training): Agai n ,  M r. Speaker, u n d e r  the form e r  
administration, there was n ot any accountabil ity o f  any 
sort .  Now there is accountabi l i ty. For the last several 
months, we have been working together with the 
Man itoba Federation of Independent Schools to ensure 
that  t h e re w i l l  be a cco u n t a b i l i t y, not  o n l y  f o r  
p rogramming b u t  also for t h e  funding that is  spent, 
not only on special needs but on al l  funding for 
edu cation in  the independent school system. So, M r. 
Speaker, I wi l l  not take any cri t icism f rom that Member, 
under whose administ ration there was no accountabil ity 
of any sort. 

Sister Clermont Health Plan 
Termination 

Mr. Neil Gaudry (St. Boniface): M r. Speaker, my 
question is for the M inister of Health ( M r. O rchard).  
The Sister Clermont Health Plan wi l l  be closing as of 
J u ne 3 0 ,  1 98 9 .  T h i s  is a t ravesty. Last week ,  
representatives o f  the Department o f  Health advised 
the Health Plan that this non-profit organizat ion,  whi ch 
between January and March of 1 988 assisted 860 health 
care clients, the average age of 80, using 10,000 hours 
of volunteer support through 1 988,  was not supported 
by the Government and that it  was i nconsistent with 
Government pol i cy. Will this M inister advise th is H ouse 
just what is its pol i cy on health care for the elderly, 
when he deprives them of care that enables them to 
stay in  their home and requ i res them to rely on more 
costly institutional support? 

* (1420) 

Hon Donald Orchard (Minister of Health): M r. 
Speaker, the Sister Clermont Plan, as funded by the 
Grey Nuns, has been a very important component for 
delivery of service to seniors i n  the St. Boniface-St. 
Vital area. They are closing their  operations as of June 
30 and the St. Boniface Hospital, i n  the i nteri m  period 
of t ime unti l  we can make arrangements for continuation 
of the service in a more formal way, will be maintain ing 
the service to those cl ients. 

Government Support 

Mr. Neil Gaudry (St. Boniface): M r. Speaker, just 
yesterd ay t h e  M i n is ter  of  H ea l t h  ( M r. O rcha rd )  
announ ced i n  Partners for Health Pol icy Paper that, 
"Man i toba Heal th  w i l l  also i n crease i ts  efforts in 
p ro m o t i n g  heal t h ,  work i ng coo perat ive ly w i t h  
community g roups, business, a n d  industry across the 
provin ce. There wi l l  be special efforts made to form 
effective partnerships with mult icultu ral o rganizat ions, 
the aboriginal community, sen iors' organizations and 
others to help identify and add ress the health needs 
of part icular at-risk g roups of Manitobans. " 

M r. Speaker, today 860 senior cit izens are without 
the services of the S ister Clermont Health Care Plan, 
a n o n - p ro f it age n cy. The M i n iste r of  Hea l th  a lso  
com mitted a portion of  $ 1 0  mi l l ion in  lotteries funding 
to the health p romoters-

Mr. Speaker: Does the Honourable Mem ber have a 
question? 

244 

Mr. Gaudry: This M in ister speaks from both sides of 
his mouth. 

Mr. Speaker: O rder, please; order, p lease. 

Hon . Donald Orchard (Minister of Health): M r. 
Speaker, I very m u ch regret my honourable friend from 
St. Boniface is making such unfounded and spurious 
accusations as he has just done. 

M r. Speaker, I have just ind icated to him that i n  the 
interi m  period of t ime in  whi ch t ime we are confident 
that we can come to an arrangement with the G rey 
Nuns of M an itoba to equitably carry on with service 
to those people, those clients under the Sister Clermont 
p l a n ,  we a re conf ident  the negot iat i o n s  w i l l  be 
successful .  As I have ind icated to my honourable friend 
in  the f irst q uestion, i n  the interim,  the St. Boniface 
Hospital is assuring that service continues. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Mem ber for St. Boniface, 
with a final supplementary q uestion.  

Mr. Gaudry: M r. Speaker, these over 800 cl ients wi l l  
now end u p  in  our  emergen cy department and wi l l  be 
added to the continu ing care wait ing l ist .  What action 
is th is M inister taking to ensure that these seniors wi l l  
have access to emergency and home care services? 

Mr. Orchard: M r. Speaker, I th ink the last q uestion is  
a demonstration of  how, when you write three questions 
an hour ago, you have to follow them regardless of the 
answers. I have indi cated to my honourable friends, 
and they apparently do not l ike the answer for some 
reason, the service to those ind ividuals wi l l  continue. 
I n  the interim t ime, unt i l  we can reach an equitable 
arrangement with the G rey Nuns for continuation of 
the service and the p rogram, the St. Boniface Hospital 
has ag reed to  p rovide the serv i ces. Thereby, the 
fearmongering of  my honou rable friend that people are 
going to end up in the emergency wards or have no 
care is absolutely false. 

Welfare System 
Jim Findlay Case 

Mr. Bob Rose (St. Vital): My question is for the Minister 
of Family Services ( M rs. Oleson). Some months ago, 
after 14 years of court appearances, a Winnipeger, M r. 
J im Findlay-the Federal Cou rt of Canada ruled that 
the deductions from welfare cheques went against the 
ru les of the Canada Assistance Plan . For some reason 
the federal Government, prompted by thei r Tory twins, 
appealed the decision to the Supreme Cou rt .  

M r. Findlay received a donation of $500 to cover his 
t ravel costs to Ottawa. This Min ister's  department 
orig inally refused outri ght to al low J im Find lay to keep 
this money which was needed for expenses he incu rred 
in the t ravel ,  etc. Now the department has revised this 
decision and al lowed M r. Findlay to keep only $500, 
but have dedu cted the remaining $ 1 00 from his June 
welfare cheque wtii ch he just received. Could the 
Minister explain the rationale of these deplorable actions 
on this welfare recipient? 

* ( 1 425) 
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Hon. Charlotte Oleson (Minister of Family Services): 
The Member's remarks are not qu ite in order of how 
this proceeded. In the first instance, Mr. Findlay's lawyer 
contacted the department and they told h im that the 
general rule was that recipients could not keep anything 
more then $400.00. That is  the rule and regulation that 
is set down . I bel ieve it has been set down for some 
time. I t  may need to be revised but that is the rule 
u n d e r  w h i c h  we are work i n g  at t h e  m o m e n t .  
Subsequently, t h e  department met with M r. Findlay and 
d id d iscuss his bi l ls and assured h im that he could use 
that $400 for whatever purposes he wanted to. I would 
have to be brought u p  to date by the department on 
whether they deducted the rest of the $ 1 00.00. I wi l l  
have to check on that for the Member. 

Mr. Rose: I do have a copy of the cheque and the 
deduction here if the M i nister would be interested in 
seeing it .  She has not addressed that q uestion as to 
why such action was taken to deduct $ 1 00 when the 
Federal Court of Canada ruled that such was against 
the Canada Assistance Plan.  It is not, I do not th ink ,  
reasonable for  the Minister to h ide behind an upcoming, 
months away, Supreme Court decision. So it is obvious 
that the Government should address the inequities 
i m mediately as pointed out by the federal court. Does 
th is M inister intend now to change the rule to comply 
with this court ru l ing? 

Mrs. Oleson: We are awaiting the rul ing of the Supreme 
Court to indicate the status of that particular method 
of deducting overpayments to welfare recipients. Unt i l  
that i s  done, we wi l l  not know exactly where we stand .  
I th ink t h e  Member should be aware that h a d  the 
proceedings gone as it was dictated by the judge in 
that case that it would  have put i n  jeopardy al l  the 
social assistance plans across Canada.  I th ink the 
Member better think twice before he moves quickly in 
h is accusations about this.  

Mr. Rose: Even that it was not putting i nto jeopardy 
al l  the funds across Canada, just those, because of 
the actions of the Government of Manitoba. Meanwhile, 
M r. Speaker, people l ike this continue to swell the bread 
l ines in Winn ipeg and in Manitoba because of the 
uncompassionate actions of the M inister. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. 

Social Assistance 
Clothing Provisions 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member wil l  k indly place 
his question now. 

Mr. Bob Rose (St. Vital): Mr. Speaker, I have a 
supplementary, my last supplementary to the same 
M i n i ster. Another gent leme n ,  M r. A l l e n  N o r d a l ,  a 
paraplegic was told by-

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p l ease; ord er, p lease.  The 
Honourable Member for St .  Vital ( M r. Rose), I have 
recognized you for a final supplementary question. 
Kindly put your question now. 
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Mr. Rose: No preamble on the answers either. Mr. 
Speaker, is it normal for her department, the Minister's 
department, is it normal procedure for them to bounce 
an obvious need by a welfare recipient, in this case a 
parapleg ic for new clothes, from one bureaucracy to 
the other? Is it normal procedure for such people to 
get  the  rep lacement c lot hes i n d eed f rom the 
Department of  Health?  

Hon. Charlotte Oleson (Minister of  Family Services): 
I am not q uite clear on the last part of the question. 
Is  the Member asking me if we actually provide the 
clothes or if  we provide the money? Anyway, I have 
asked my department to review that particular matter, 
but it is part of the rules and regulations that people 
have to justify the need . 

* ( 1 430) 

PC Party 
Promotional Funding 

Mr. Bill Uruski (Interlake): Mr. Speaker, farmers of 
this province and of western Canada have been hit 
severely by the recent federal Budget and we have had 
virtual si lence on behalf of the provincial Government: 
reduction of fuel tax rebates, cancellation of interest 
free cash advances, continuation of double digit interest 
rates, costing each farm family at least $2,000.00. The 
provincial Conservatives promised a new approach to 
Government and Manitoba farmers sure got it .  They 
got $2 mi l l ion payments to absentee landowners in 
school tax rebates, attack on orderly marketing of mi lk ,  
dismantl ing of orderly marketing on beef, and support 
for d ismantl ing of the Wheat Board . 

My q uestion is to the First M inister (Mr. Fi lmon), 
because they are using another new approach,  I ask 
the First Min ister, is it  now Government policy to use 
public funds for the promotion of the Conservative Party, 
which can only be described as blatant electioneering 
material? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): No, Mr. Speaker. 

Government Advertising 
Inaccuracies 

Mr. Bill Uruski (Interlake): I am pleased that the 
M inister answered that i t  is not. Then can he explain 
how his signature appears on a Manitoba Government 
ad in t h e  M a n i t o b a  Co-operator  for the M o r r i s  
Stampede and part of that information is not accurate? 
Does he support th is k ind of an ad in the paper paid 
for out of publ ic funds, that can only be described as 
pure electioneering material? 

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease; order, please. 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): We are certainly happy 
to advert ise the record t hat we h ave h ad as a 
Government, a record I might say that has been lauded 
by every single farm group throughout this province, 
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applau ding us for the removal of education tax on farm 
land, applauding us for $ 1 8  m i l l ion of drought relief 
d i rectly to the farmers who needed it in  this province, 
applauding us for changes that made a much more 
positive way of l ife for the farmers of th is province, and 
we are very happy to advertise that record . 

Drought Assistance 
Livestock Producers 

Mr. Speaker: The Honou rable Member for the Interlake 
(Mr. Uruski) , with a f inal supplementary question. 

Mr. Bill Uruski (Interlake): Yes, my f inal  supplementary 
q uestion is to the Min ister of Agriculture (Mr. Find lay) 
deal ing with the d rought payment of which the federal 
Government paid 50 percent of that $ 1 8  mi l l ion.  I ask 
the provincial Min ister, is he prepared to pay for the 
claims of Manitoba cattle producers under the L ivestock 
Feed Security Program that have been readjusted 
upwards due to the appeals under the d rought program, 
or are they going to be left hanging as a result of the 
inabi l ity of his Govern ment to deal with h is col leagues 
in Ottawa? 

Hon. Glen Findlay (Minister of Agriculture): Mr. 
Speaker ,  t h e  M e m ber refers to payments on the 
Livestock Feed Security Program, wh ich  are pa id  as 
a result of monitoring that is done in each municipal ity. 
This past year, appeals were launched to the f igures 
that were establ ished because, as the Member has 
said in his Speech from the Throne, there have been 
some g rowing pains in that program. Those appeals 
were u sed to ad just t h e  f i g u res ,  a n d  it was mY 
understanding that the new figures would generate the 
h igher payments. 

I have written two letters to the federal M in ister and 
the process of negotiation to get t hem to understand 
that it  should be paid under the Crop Insurance Act 
is  ongoing.  There seems to be some misunderstanding 
at the officials level ,  which we are try ing to straighten 
out, because there is a situation where it  was paid for 
1 987,  and we are cont inu ing to pursue that it be paid 
for 1 988 for our l ivestock producers in the Province 
of Manitoba. 

Sister Clermont Health Plan 
Funding Continuation 

Ms. Avis Gray (Ellice): M r. Speaker, my question is 
for the M inister of Health ( M r. Orchard). The Min ister 
has management problems in his department, starting 
at the top. M r. Speaker, Sister Clermont Health Plan 
has been attempting to negotiate with th is Govern ment 
over one year in  regard to their continued funding.  We 
have an Assistant Deputy M in ister of this Min ister's 
department who says, their types of programs are 
i nconsistent with Government pol icy. Then , all of a 
sudden, the media breaks the story yesterday, and now 
we have a Deputy Minister today scrambling and making 
phone cal ls to Sister Clermont to determine what can 
be done-crisis managers, M r. Speaker. 

My question is for the Min ister of Health and it is a 
simple q uest ion.  Does the M inister support the efforts 
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of Sister Clermont Health Plan,  and wil l  he agree to 
continue their funding of th is worthwhile project? 

Hon . Donald Orchard (Minister of Health): M r. 
Speaker, I can very easi ly answer that q uest ion.  Yes, 
and we continued the funding last year from the 
Department of H ealth. After receiving notice from the 
Sister Clermont Plan of their d ifficulties with cont inuing 
the commitment by the G rey Nuns to the program, the 
funding from the Department of Health would have 
continued this year- that was ful ly offered . So, my 
answer, M r. Speaker, is yes. 

As long ago as Ju ly and August of last year, when 
we were d iscussing the future of the Sister Clermont 
Health Plan, suggestions were made as to the Sister 
Clermont Health Plan becoming a sponsor under the 
Support Services for Seniors Program, and that offer 
again is st i l l  open for add it ional Government support 
to Sister Clermont. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for El l ice, with 
a supplementary question. 

Ms. Gray: With a supplementary question to the same 
Min ister, I am wondering,  if  the Minister could i ndicate 
in  the House today t hat he is saying yes, he will continue 
funding,  why has he had h is d epartmental staff provide 
such torment to this group? Why does he not simply 
say yes? Why d id  he ind icate in  his earl ier answers 
that the hospital is going to take on the responsib i l ities 
of this service for the i n ter im? Why would he indicate 
that? 

Mr. Orchard: M r. Speaker, I am not sure what my 
honourable friend 's  concern is.  The concern that we 
h ave had in the Depar t m e n t  of Heal t h ,  and t h e  
proponents o f  Sister Clermont Plan , is t h e  clients who 
are receiving service. I t  has always been our concern 
in  Govern ment that those cl ients continue to receive 
service. That is be ing assured because as S ister 
Clermont, under their former funding formula which the 
Sisters themselves provided approximately 60 percent 
of the funding,  is being phased out, we have an i nterim 
period of t ime in  which we do not want the clients to 
be left without service. That is where St. Boniface � 
Hospital, in the meantime, has agreed to continue that 
service, so that the people, the clients wil l  continue to 
be served in a very capable, compassionate way. 

Health Plans 
Service Availability 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for El l ice, with 
a final supplementary q uestion. 

Ms. Avis Gray (Ellice): With a final supplementary to 
the M inister of Health (Mr. Orchard), wi l l  the Min ister 
of Health please ind icate to us today that he will have 
his senior staff i n  his department be very clear about 
what health promotion services should be provided so 
that in  fact they can communicate effectively to the 
people at large, because that is not being done at the 
present? 

Hon . Donald Orchard (Minister of Health): M r. 
Speaker, I guess I have trouble with my honourable 
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friend ' s  question because I do not th ink the level or 
the clarity of the abi l ity of Government to provide service 
in the case of the S ister Clermont Plan has ever been 
in q uestion between the department or between Sister 
Clermont. That has never been, to my knowledge in 
negotiations, an area of concern. 

What clearly my honourable friend does not recognize 
is that the S ister Clermont Order, or Service, was no 
longer affordable as structured by the G rey Nuns, and 
they gave Government notice some 1 8  months ago that 
they were going to withdraw from service. We are 
assuring that does not happen. 

Tender Process 
Unfair Hiring Practices 

Mr. Leonard Evans (Brandon East): M r. Speaker, last 
December, the NOP introduced amendments to The 
Legislative Assembly Confl ict of I nterest Act. Those 
a m e n d ments  were i n t r o d u ced i n  response to a n  
unprecedent number o f  Tory Party faithful w h o  were 
being rewarded with u ntendered Government contracts. 
This Govern ment has awarded contracts to firms that 
were not registered with the Corporations Branch. In 
fact, they were f irms that were not even l isted with the 
telephone d i rectory assistance. 

So my first q uestion is for the Minister of Government 
Services (Mr. Albert Driedger). Can the Minister of 
Government Services tell this H ouse why his department 
issued a $27,560 u ntendered contract for the renovation 
of a strip mal l  space i n  Brandon to accommodate a 
Cabinet office when there was already a Cabinet office 
in Brandon's p rovincial Govern ment bui ld ing? Can the 
M i nister explain th is $27,000 boondoggle and sheer 
waste of money? 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh !  

Mr. Speaker: O r d e r, p lease ;  order, p lease. The 
Honourable M i nister of Government Services. 

* ( 1 440) 

Hon. Albert Driedger (Minister of Government 
Services): M r. Speaker, first of all, I hope the Member 
for Brandon East is  not ind icat ing that the Government 
of the Day should not be going out and setting up 
Cab inet off ices for  accessi b il i ty  to  the peop l e  of  
Manitoba. Certainly I hope that is  not the indication 
that he is giving. 

As to the tendering process, I will take that question 
as notice and report back. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Mem ber for Brandon 
East , with a supplementary q uestion. 

Mr. Leonard Evans: O bviously he does not realize that 
there was a Cabinet office in the provincial bui ld ing 
for many a year. The Lyon Government closed i t  and 
the Fi lmon Govern ment closed i t  down. 
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Perry Schulman Hiring 

Mr. Leonard Evans (Brandon East): Mr. Speaker, 
h ave a s u p p lementary q uest i o n  for  t h e  Attorney 
General. I note there were two $ 1 25-an-hour contracts 
to Perry Schulman, a former PC candidate and a major 
contributor to that Party. Can the Attorney General 
confirm that a number of the ind ividuals contracted by 
h is department for legal counsel also, by coincidence, 
appear on the l ist of contr ibutors to the Conservative 
Party? Can the Attorney-General confirm that numerous 
lawyers supporting the Conservative Party are receiving 
u ntendered contracts? 

Hon. James Mccrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General): M r. Speaker, I would be happy to look further 
into the inquiries made by the Honourable Member, 
but I understand Perry Schulman is the same lawyer, 
the same solicitor who did work for the New Democratic 
Party when it came time for the former Member of th is 
place, Andy Anstett, to contest the election of the 
Honourable Member for Springfield. So I cannot help 
it  i f  lawyers in  this province, some of them happen to 
be Conservatives. 

Tender Process 
Unfair Hiring Practices 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Brandon 
East, with a final supplementary question. 

Mr. Leonard Evans (Brandon East): Mr. Speaker, I 
have a supplementary to the president of the Treasury 
Board (Mr. Fi lmon). In view of the fact that the First 
M inister was highly critical of untendered contracts in  
the  past- and I notice the  speech he gave on June 
16 ,  1 986, i n  Hansard- can the First Minister explain 
why in  the f irst four months of this year, 1 989, he has 
approved some 1 64 untendered contracts at a minimum 
value of $4.5 mil l ion? Can he explain that? 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease; order, p)ease. 

Beauschene's 50 1 ,  Speakers have consistently ruled 
that it  is i mproper to peruse exhibits of any sort in the 
Chamber. 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, you know 
the d i fference between this administration and the 
former administration is  that now he can get all of that 
information. It is al l  publ ic. What the publ ic did not 
know under their administration was that they had more 
contracts than that. They had arm's lengths of contracts 
that went without tender, that exceeded the values of 
contracts that we h ave i ssued and nobody k new 
anything about it. This Government is open. We wil l  
go through l i ne by l ine, contract by contract and get 
h im an explanation for every single one, i f  he has the 
guts to ask. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!  

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Time is  scarce. 
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Victim Assistance 
Funding Deferrals 

Mr. Paul Edwards (St. James): M r. Speaker, my 
question is for t he Minister of Justice (Mr. Mccrae). 
This Minister has repeatedly cited his Government's 
commitment to the r ights of vict ims in  th is province. 
Yet the victims of crime are now victims of th is Min ister's 
pol it ical i nterference into the ongoing work of the 
Victims Assistance Committee. On Apri l  18 of this year, 
the Treasury Board minutes wil l  show that all funding 
for vict ims programs was indefin itely deferred unt i l  the 
review of the Act had taken place. S ince then, four 
victims groups have been stal led by th is Government's 
refusal to release funds. 

My q uestion is, why have all funds for exist ing and 
new programs for victims, groups that have developed 
from the g rass roots as was intended by this Act, why 
have they al l  been put on hold unt i l  this review takes 
place? We have a victims Act in place. The money 
belongs to vict ims. Why is th is  G overnment standing 
i n  the way of  g iving it to the people who deserve i t?  

Hon. James Mccrae (Minister of  Justice and Attorney 
General): Sometimes the Honourable Member can be 
confusing,  and perhaps he is confused h imself this t ime. 
We do not know one day whether he is i n  favou r  of 
for example, M r. Speaker, i mpaired and suspended 
driving countermeasures that are being brought forward 
by this Government. Then we read in his speech to 
this House on the Throne S peech that he sti l l  th inks 
that he would rather s ide with impaired drivers as 
opposed to those whose safety and r ights need to be 
protected , but he reserves the r ight to change h is  mind.  

S i m i l ar ly  with V ict i m s  Assistance a n d  C r i m e  
Prevention Programs, the Member for S t .  James (Mr. 
Edwards) one day says, wel l ,  now I am in favou r  of you 
looking at this whole area of Victims Assistance and 
Crime Prevention, and money is  available for those 
things. Today he seems to be saying something different. 
This Honourable Member is very d ifficult to f igure out. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for St. James 
(Mr. Edwards) has time for one very short q uestion. 

Mr. Edwards: M r. Speaker, i t  is  precisely that k ind of 
i rresponsible shotgun answer and that kind of response 
which has let the people of Manitoba know well who 
does not have the strength of h is convict ions, and that 
is th is M i nister. 

Mr. Speaker: Order. The Honourable Member for St.  
James ( M r. Edwards) k indly put h is question now. 

Mr. Edwards: M r. Speaker, two of the groups that have 
been recommended by the committee and have not 
been funded are out of this M i n ister's home town, 
Brandon. One has been put fort h -

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh !  

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease; order, p lease. 

Mr. Edwards: - by the Brandon pol ice. My q uestion 
is  this, both of t hese were recom mended by the Vict ims 
Assistance-
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Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, p lease. The t ime 
for oral questions has expired. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, p lease. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

Mr. Speaker: On the adjourned debate of the address 
of His Honour, the Lieutenant-Governor (Mr. Johnson), 
and the proposed amendment thereto by the Leader 
of the Official Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs), standing in 
the name of the Honourable Member for Rupertsland 
(Mr. Harper), who has five minutes remain ing.  

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Elijah Harper (Rupertsland): M r. S peaker, 
yesterday I a l luded to many of the issues that need to 
be add ressed by  t h i s  G overn m e n t .  O n e  of  the  
outstanding issues that needs to be  addressed i s ,  of 
course, the hydro l i ne, the northeast hydro l ine that 
would go into the communities and the reserves that 
I represent. It wi l l  go into Oxford House, Gods Narrows, 
Gods River, Garden Hi l l ,  St. Theresa Point, Wasagamack 
and Red Sucker Lake. This issue has been ongoing 
for many years and certainly I dealt with this issue when 
I was Chief of the Red Sucker Lake Band,  and I also 
d ealt with th is issue when I was a Member of the 
Government. At that t ime, we made a commitment to 
go ahead with the hydro l ine and we also needed a 
commitment from the feds to cost-share in the bui ld ing 
of the l ine.- ( Interjection)-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable Member 
for Rupertsland does have the floor and I am having 
some g reat d i ff icu lty in hear i n g  h i m .  Honourab le  
Members wishing to carry on private conversations may 
do so outside the Chamber. 

Mr. Harper: I had mentioned this for a cost-sharing 
arrangement with the feds. Unfortunately, the feds have 
not  ag reed to t h e  cost-sh a r i n g ,  at l east to the  
percentage of  the  cost-sharing. I realize th is  issue was 
mentioned in the last Throne Speech and it has not 
become a real ity. I hope the Minister for Northern Affairs 
(Mr. Downey) and also the Minister responsible for Hydro 
(Mr. Neufeld) would  get a commitment from the feds 
as soon as possible because it would certainly provide 
an economic opportunity for many of the reserve 
residents, and also improve the q uality of l i fe and the 
standard of l ife in many of the communit ies. 

* (1450) 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Harper: The other one I wanted to mention was 
the Port of Church i l l .  It is an issue that should be fought 
and also should be taken seriously by al l  Members of 
the Legislature. The same type of action should be 
taken as was taken in  respect to shutting down the 
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base in Portage la Prairie. The port is the heart and 
soul of that community, the Town of Church i l l .  We need 
to ensure that sh ipment of g rain is shipped through 
that port . We need at least- it has been mentioned 
before - 3  percent  of  the s h i pment  t h at i s  b e i n g  
exported . If  that port is n o t  being supported , I believe 
other things talked about would not become a reality. 

The other one I wanted to mention before my time 
is u p ,  of  course ,  i s  the N o rt h e r n  Devel o p m e n t  
Agreement, N OA, that h a s  just expired. We have, I 
believe, lost at least wel l over $ 1 0  mi l l ion of lost revenue 
as a res u l t  of  t h e  cance l l at i o n  of t h e  Nor thern  
Development Agreement, and  there are many programs 
that were funded under that agreement. This agreement 
expi red at March 3 1 ,  1 989. There are some programs 
that are being continued to be funded until March 3 1 ,  
1 990. Many o f  the programs that people were looking 
forward to attend,  courses such as Northern Nursing,  
Social  Work ,  are not possible for many of the northern 
residents. I feel that the M inister of Northern Affairs 
( M r. Downey) needs to stand up on these issues. 

The other aspect that I wanted to chastise the Minister 
of Northern Affairs of course, is in respect to handl ing 
of the whole Meadow Portage issue, in which he d ivided 
the community into another community, Spence Lake. 
He said that it was Metis self-government. I believe he 
is  misleading the Native people when he says that 
because he has no legal authority to establ ish a Metis 
self-government. I f  he has a provincial Government 
policy, I would l ike to hear it .  This Minister has every 
right to d ivide communit ies, as Min ister of Northern 
Affa i rs ,  and a lso  t o  d iv ide  as a Nor thern  Affa i rs 
community, not as an Ind ian self-government or Metis 
self-government because he does not have the authority. 
He is pul l ing wool over the Nat ive peoples' eyes, 
misleading them. If  he has a pol icy to make, he had 
better state it, because the I nd ian self-Government is 
a recognit ion that we want in the Constitution. He is 
just  g iv i n g  l i p -serv ice.  He h as a l ready s p l i t  t h e  
community o f  Meadow Portage a n d  he has created a n  
expense in  that community which is basical ly a trust 
and a contact community, which is less administrative. 
He is taking a step backwards. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable Member's 
t ime has expired . 

The Honourable Minister of Rural Development. 

Hon. Jack Penner (Minister of Rural Development): 
M r. Speaker, it is certainly a pleasure to stand before 
this Assembly and address the Throne Speech today. 

I want to, first of al l  though before I proceed , 
cong rat u l ate the  appointment  of the new Deputy 
S peaker ( M r. C h o rn opysk i ) . I k n ow that  b y  t h e  
performance that I have seen s o  far from h i m  that he 
wil l  do a marvellous job, and I wi l l  certainly look forward 
to the association that we are going to have with h im.  

I want to also, at  th is  t ime,  take the opportunity to 
congratulate my colleagues, the new Minister of Natural 
Resources ( M r. Enns), the Member for the Interlake. 
He certainly brings experience and seniority to our 
Cabinet as well as to this Assembly. His wisdom and 
knowledge wi l l  be appreciated and used . 
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I also want to congratu late the new Minister of Labour 
and the Status of Women (Mrs. Hammond). She is a 
person who everybody knows has long promoted the 
women's issues in  this province, and her voice wi l l  be 
heard in  Cabinet as well as in  this Chamber many, 
many t imes. 

I would also l i ke to congratulate Members opposite 
for  t h e  appo i ntments  t h at they received to t h e i r  
respect ive p o s i t i o n s .  The d e b ates t hat I h ave 
experienced in  this House over the past year have 
certainly been enl ightening many t imes and enjoyable 
in most cases. I want to say that as the Minister of 
Natural Resources I appreciated the support that I 
received from my staff in general , and also of the 
support in  general that we received from this Legislature 
and this Assembly on n ew issues that we brought before 
this place and also of legislation that was put before 
th is House. I have certainly enjoyed the camaraderie 
that I feel here periodical ly. I enjoy the heated debates 
that go on during Question Period , but that is  how I 
suppose we get the issues before the people in a 
meaningful way. 

I was very pleased that we were able to, in my term 
as Minister of Natural Resources, deal with a number 
of key issues that were important to Manitobans and 
specifically rural Manitobans. We were able to look at 
the whole area of reforestation in  this province and the 
forestry issues. We were able to look at some new 
parks in it iat ives. We were able to develop a working 
relationship with tourism in this province that I believe 
wil l  lend itself wel l  and prepare Government in a working 
relationship that wi l l  encourage people from outside of 
this country to visit our province, visit our parks, and 
areas of interest, areas such as Hecia Island , which 
hold a very unique presence in  this province. They 
d e m o n st r ate  very c lear ly  t h e  eth n i c  and eth n i c  
backgrounds that this province holds s o  dear. 

I truly enjoyed the challenges that were presented 
when we debated the pros and cons of sel l ing one of 
o u r  i n d ust r ies ,  one of o u r  G over n ment-owned 
industries, and I refer main ly to Manfor and the Repap 
sale. The d iscussions that we have had on the forestry 
resource and how to uti lize it. The agreements that 
were struck with the Repap people, I th ink,  wi l l  stand 
as an example of how to do business and how to 
maintain a sustainable resource in this provin ce over 
many, many years. 

The issues of the environment have been raised 
n umerous t imes in  this Legislature. Let me say this to 
the Members of this House, that to nobody was the 
concern g reater than to the committee that negotiated 
the Manfor and the Repap sale. The environment was 
always of the highest priority and will be. 

I want to speak briefly about the role of the new 
Department of Rural Development. I t  is, I bel ieve, to 
strive to enhance the future of rural Manitobans i n  
partnersh i p  w i t h  l ocal  G overnments a n d ,  yes , t h e  
communities i n  general .  

Rural development- I  should say that I am very 
pleased at the confidence that the Premier has placed 
in  me in ask ing me to be the first Minister of the new 
department that was struck.  It is certainly going  to be 
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a challenge and I wi l l  look forward to working with al l  
Members of this Legislature and this Assembly towards 
al leviat ing the problems that rural Manitobans face, 
n o t  o n l y  farmers b u t  c o m m u n it ies a n d  l oca l  
Governments, municipalities in  a l l  those areas that have 
been affected by the economic downturn that we have 
seen in the province in rural Manitoba for a long, long 
t ime. 

(The Acting Speaker, Mrs. Gwen C harles, i n  the Chair. )  

I want to say to you that part of  the responsib i l ity 
of the new department will be the municipalit ies. and 
the local governing bodies, planning in rural Manitoba 
and to some degree even with in some of the larger 
urban areas. 

* ( 1 500) 

Conservation has, as most of you know, always been 
something that has been very dear to my heart, and 
I look forward to deal ing with conservation in it iatives 
under the Conservation Districts Authority to a much 
g reater degree than we have over the past. 

The Regional Development Corporation ,  I bel ieve, 
can be a strong vehicle that can generate the economic 
activities and i nterests and work with rural communities. 

The Manitoba Water Services Board again can be 
seen as a vehicle for del ivering the i nfrastructure that 
is so sad ly needed in some of our communities. When 
we talk about infrastructure and the services that 
Manitoba Water Services Board can provide, and the 
provincial Government in  conjunction with the federal 
G overnment can be involved with local communities 
to supply the needs of t hose smaller rural commu n it ies. 

I want to say to you that I h ave had some experience 
in working with and developing some of those regional 
p ipel ines and services that I t alk  about. I t  was only 
some four years ago that some of us met in  my 
community over a cup of coffee and sort of threw around 
i deas as to what could be done to increase and enhance 
the economic opportunities in our area. 

At that time, the former admin istrat ion had ind icated 
that they would bui ld a treatment plant to t reat water 
that would be d rawn out of the Red River to supply 
towns such as Letel l ier and Altona, and, yes, even 
G retna with piped , treated water, and some of us 
thought it  might be a good idea to try and convince 
the M anitoba Water Services Board and PFRA to extend 
t h ose services t o  l ocal  i n d iv i d u a l  farmers .  We 
approached the Water Services Board on it and of 
course you know the rest of the story. 

The first year we started construction on a pipel ine 
that would g ive service, piped water on tap, to 75 farm 
fami lies. That regional service or that regional pipel ine 
has since grown and now provides treated water. The 
same quality that those of you have long enjoyed in 
large urban centres are now enjoyed by 400 farm 
fami l ies. It is an indication as to what can happen if 
we put our minds to it .  I think it is an ind ication as to 
h ow wi l l ing local rural people are to put their hands in  
their pockets. I should say to you that the local people 
had to pay a substantial amount of money out of their 
own pocket to bring those services onto their farms. 
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It cost me, for instance, $5,000 to get a pipeline run 
to my farm. 

Some of you who l ive in this city take for granted 
that water is not only a requirement, but a r ight. M any 
people in rural Manitoba do not have that right to j ust 
turn open the tap and let the water run.  Some of us 
have to pay dearly for those kinds of services. We accept 
those kinds of th ings because those are part of rural 
l iv ing and our l i festyle out there. We are, however, 
p leased , very pleased , that we were able to acq uire 
those services. 

I want to speak for a few minutes about the actions 
that our Min ister of Agriculture (Mr. Find lay) has taken 
over the past year to help alleviate some of the economic 
stress that has been put on rural Manitobans. He 
recog nized immediately last year when we had no rain 
or virtually no rain in the month of May that we would 
be i n  extreme difficulty in  rural Manitoba. He recogn ized 
that if we do not get spring rains the hay crops that 
we have in this province simply do not grow and t hey 
become non-existent.  He knew that we needed to 
assure Manitoban s that we would retain our b asic 
l i vestock herds in this province and, therefore, in i t i ated 
a d rought program to make sure that our basic herds 
and our processing industry that is  dependent on those 
basic herds would be retained . The province put in  
p lace some $18  mi l l ion towards drought assistance to  
l ivestock producers during th is  past year. 

There is another thing that the M i nister of Agriculture 
( M r. Findlay) promoted and d id ,  and th is Government 
in i t iated , legislation that farmers in  th is province had 
for a long, long time been asking for. I know how d ifficult 
it  i s  to organize and maintain a g roup of farmers that 
they are able to work for themselves. 

The Keystone Agricultural Producers had lobbied long 
and hard ,  th is province, the previous admin istration,  
to put in  place legislation that would al low them some 
vehicle that an organization could be funded on an 
ongoing basis. Of course, al l  of you know that the 
p revious a d m i n istrat ion refused to recog n ize the 
i mportance of  an organized farm community. They 
recognized the importance of virtually every other 
organized g roup, but not agriculture. 

I want to say to you that I appreciated the support 
that we received from the Liberal Opposition to put in  
place the  legislation that finally came and w i l l  now al low 
the farm community to access proper funding to keep 
an organization that will work in  a beneficial way for 
the farm community. Some of the d ifficulties that 
agriculture has for many, many years faced , I suppose, 
are brought on sometimes by ourselves, and we cannot 
b lame anybody for  t h e m ,  but maybe ou rselves
because I think we have to go back in  history for a 
short t ime to recogn ize and real ize where we are at 
today. 

I refer you to some years ago, during the late '50s 
and early '60s, when there was a considerable amount 
of d iscussion in the world about huge famines, world 
famines, and our inabi l ity to provide food for the Third 
World nations and the rest of society. There was a 
conscious decision made to put in place efforts that 
would encourage farmers, not only in Canada but the 
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rest of the wor ld ,  to increase food production and we 
developed a new technology. 

We developed new and larger machines that would 
al low one person to produce much more food than 
what we had u p  to now. We developed new fert i l izers 
and we developed new herbicides, and we developed 
new pesticides. We entered i nto an era of production 
the l ikes of which this world has never seen before. 
We created for ourselves, and when I talk about "we" 
I talk about farmers, huge surpluses which d rove down 
prices. We supplied the world with cheap food . Yes, 
and we achieved what we set out to do.  We stopped 
the predicted fami nes that were imminent. 

But what d id we do? We i n  fact created a famine of 
another k ind for ourselves i n  our own countries, for 
those countries that had large surpluses, the European 
and American and yes, Canadians, were f ighting in  the 
world market for their share. They created a world trade 
war, the l ikes of which the agriculture community had 
never experienced before. 

What happened? What were the end results? We 
d rove down our commodity prices whereby our farmers 
would no longer be able to exist in our own economic 
environment. I nterest rates rose to higher levels than 
we had ever experienced before. Farmers had to borrow 
money to make up their operating differences and pay 
up to 25 percent interest rates to do it. Farmers and 
the farm community fel l  by the wayside l i ke flies. 

* ( 1 5 10)  

I t  was not  on ly  farmers who were vict ims of  that 
economic  c haos t h a t  was c reated by t h e  la rge  
overproduct ion.  There were many people in  the  local 
and rural communit ies who faced bankruptcies and 
virtual extinction. I can look around my own area and 
whereby just looking out my front door, I used to be 
able to see 12 farm yards and there are none today. 
They disappeared off the face of the earth. I used to 
go and d rive i nto my own home town and was able to 
visit eight dealerships, eight machinery dealerships and 
what have we got today? We have one left and except 
the fact that those eight dealerships probably employed 
some six people each, which supported six fami lies and 
they are gone. That is  40-some odd fami l ies not able 
to make a l iving in  those towns and vi l lages anymore. 

Why are we where we are today? Why is rural 
Manitoba-why has the population virtually disappeared 
in many areas? Is it  because of those decisions that 
were made back in the l ate '50s and early '60s, or is 
it some other basic reason that Governments historically 
h ave e m banked u p o n  a n d  society h as genera l ly  
supported ? I ta lk  about  such bas ic  dec is ions as  
transportation and the economic d isparities that have 
been created by decisions that have been made to 
centralize our industrial production base. 

We built a transportation system in  this country, east
west , that was targeted in many cases towards a g row 
and export, grow and get it out of the country mental ity. 
Those industries that were bui l t  to even process some 
of those products that we do raise, some of our most 
basic natural resources, were in large part transported 
to central Canada and manufactured over there. Our 
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freight rates were set in  such a way that enhanced and 
encouraged that. I think we need to reth ink some of 
those policies. I th ink we have to rethink how we are 
going to continue in the future and what kind of pol icies 
and d i rection we set for western Canada that will lead 
to more mechanization, more industrial izat ion, not only 
in our large urban centres but in our smaller rural towns 
and vi l lages, that wi l l  create jobs and thereby d ispense 
some of the concerns that we have about the electoral 
d isparit ies that we have today. I th ink it is t ime we look 
long and hard at the decisions we had made in  the 
past and the k ind of decisions we are going to have 
to make in  the future. The decisions we make should 
be futuristic in its views. 

(Mr. Speaker in  the Chair. )  

I believe the Free Trade Agreement that Canada and 
the United States have entered into wi l l  lead us to 
rethink the d i rections in  t ransportation policy. It  wi l l  
lead us towards rethinking of how and where we d irect 
our efforts into markets. I want to spend just a small 
portion of my t ime talking about some of the markets. 

We have, in  many instances, industries or individuals 
who are able to manufacture and manufacture well 
such things as harrows or cultivators or, yes, even in 
many cases small garments and other things right on 
their farm. The one thing many of those manufacturers 
or on-farm entrepreneurs lack is market expertise, the 
abi l ity to identify and put i n  the marketplace the 
products they are good at producing.  I just need to 
look at my own l ittle community and recogn ize the 
abi l it ies that some of these people have and are able 
to put in  place. I say this myself that we need to, as 
a Govern ment, encourage that kind of production i n  
those l ittle manufacturing plants a n d  assist them i n  
identifying markets and identifying procedu res that wi l l  
get them there. 

There is one other thing that Manitobans and the 
rural towns and vi l lages that Manitoba is  so well known 
for needs. That is this whole area of infrastructure. 
Good sewer and water faci l i ties are as i mportant to 
the Town of Russell as it  is to the City of Winnipeg. 
We need to recognize that those towns and vil lages, 
i n  order to be able to expand their abi l ity to produce 
and provide jobs, wi l l  be largely dependent on how 
much emphasis is  put to making sure that their needs 
are met and realizing full wel l  that i t  cannot always be 
Big Brother Government that extends the resources, 
whether it  be monetary or otherwise, but we must work 
in  cooperation with those communities to identify those 
needs. 

We d i d  somet h i n g  in Natura l  Resou rces as a 
Government in the last year that I feel very proud of. 
We put in  place a land and water strategy, and we 
embarked on a process of developing soil pol icies and 
water policies for this province. For the f irst t ime in 
h istory, we embarked upon a large public consultative 
process to develop those pol icies and programs. We 
did not only go to rural Manitobans and ask them what 
pol icies should look l ike or what d irection we should 
take in  management of our soil and our water resources, 
we went to u rban Manitoba as wel l .  We held some 37 
meetings, 37 consultations with many people, better 
than 1 ,000 people came to these processes and voiced 
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their opinions on what a water policy and what a soil 
pol icy should look l i ke and what should be contained 
in  them. 

They identified very clearly the d i rection that th is 
province should take i n  conservation in i tiatives. They 
made very clear their views on how we should proceed 
in developing pol icies and in i t iatives. The erosion that 
we saw last spring has brought many people to the 
realization that we cannot continue to do business in 
th is province as we have on our farms, that we must 
stop the soil erosion that we saw last spring and again 
this spring, that we m ust take steps as a society to 
make sure that those two basic resources that we 
depend on for our own existence, that we not only 
retain them but enhance the qual ity of those two 
resources. Manitobans were very explicit in tel l ing this 
province what they viewed as actions that needed to 
be taken. We are very pleased with the cooperation 
and the i nvo lvement  t h at we received from t h e  
Manitobans. 

There are a number of other areas that I think are 
vital to the existence and maintenance of and the 
bui ld ing of rural Manitobans. One is  good health care 
faci l it ies. Everybody knows that we have an aging 
society, not only i n  urban Manitoba but also i n  rural 
Manitoba. I am a young man , but for some reason ,  50 
years or just better than 50 years of age seems young 
today to me, but my boys or my grandkids would call 
me, maybe, an old man. I consider myself a young 
farmer and I identify very clearly with some of those 
young farmers, but when my chi ldren look at me they 
say, wel l ,  there goes the old man. We are very fast 
approaching retirement age and the health care facil ities 
that we have and depend upon in  rural Manitoba need 
to be expanded and enhanced . I want to congratulate 
our Min ister of Health (Mr. Orchard) for the action that 
he has taken to put in place budgetary requ i rements 
that will in fact see the bui ld ing of faci l i t ies in rural 
Manitoba. 

* ( 1 520) 

The education faci l i t ies and education requ irements 
of rural Manitobans certainly will need to be addressed 
in a much stronger way than the previous administration 
had addressed them. We know we have a decl in ing 
populat ion.  I bel ieve that those trends wi l l  probably 
continue as long as the mechanization or the expansion 
of mechanization wi l l  take place in  rural M anitoba, as 
well as the rest of rural western Canada. 

However, I believe there is a possib i l ity that if we 
would encourage and take proper action that we can 
d iversify in  a large area of this province our productive 
capacity of our farms. There is a small area in th is 
province that has proven that against al l  economic 
adversity, areas can expand and g row in population. 
There are a few areas in  this province where that has 
happened . But those areas have not taken the direction 
t hat was g iven to them some number of years ago 
which said they should special ize. They went against 
al l  good advice and said ,  we will not specialize, we wi l l  
d iversify. They have been the beneficiaries. I look at  
the Interlake area and the l ivestock production that 
has gone on in  the Interlake area. Against al l  good 
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advice,  t hose people d iversif ied and are now the 
beneficiary of  those k inds of  decisions. 

I look at my own area, southern Manitoba. That is 
another good example where we have some towns that 
have actual ly g rown phenomenally during this last 
economic period , and why? Why have they grown 
economically? Was it because Governments, whether 
provincial ,  federal , or other pumped large amounts of 
money into those communities? No. I t  was not that at 
al l .  I t  was local i n it iative and a wi l l  and an abi l ity and 
a b e l i ef i n  t h e m selves t h at created t h e  k i n d s  of 
expansions that have been encountered there. I want 
to say to the rest of my col leagues in this Legislature 
that I bel ieve we can use the expertise that some of 
those people have gathered and gained over the past 
and share with others, and thereby encourage other 
communit ies to do the same thing.  

Rural  communities throughout North America have 
experienced the upheavel in social and economic fabric 
over the past five decades and that is a long period 
of time. There have been many factors at work that 
have caused this u pheaval as I have stated in my 
address. I believe it wi l l  take pol itical fort itude and a 
strategy for rural development that wi l l  enhance the 
future of rural Manitoba through partnerships. The 
partnership I see that is required, we wi l l  use the 
expert ise we have in  some of those rural communities 
and s h are t h at expert ise w i t h  others in other  
communities and bu i ld  a partnersh ip  between the 
province and those communities, and thereby enhance 
the way of l ife. 

More specifically, the activities of the Department of 
Rural Development, through ongoing consultations with 
those rural communities, wi l l  be able to d i rect and 
promote the kind of support that is required to put in 
place the sustainable development in it iat ive we have 
talked about many t imes in  this Government. Some 
people have sort of a d iverse view about sustainable 
deve l o p m e n t .  They t h i n k  i t  is a n ice,  s m o ot h ,  
comfortable k ind o f  phrase that can b e  used . That is 
not at al l  what it  is. Sustainable development is simply 
to put i n  p lace in it iatives that wi l l  lead us towards using 
our resou rces t h at t hey w i l l  b e  t here for  fu ture  
generations, bui ld ing industries that are dependent on  
those ongoing renewable resources. 

I l o o k  at  t h e  Manfor  and Repap sale a n d  the  
reforestation agreement that is part o f  the  deal that 
wi l l  cause them to plant a tree for every t ree they cut. 
That is true sustainable development over the long term. 
I see those kinds of developments taking place and 
being encouraged in  al l  parts of rural Manitoba. I look 
at industries, such as the oi l-crushing industries that 
were bui lt in Altona and Russell ,  Manitoba, at Harrowby. 
They use the renewable resource to manufacture a 
product that is a better quality product than anybody 
else in  the world can produce. A better cooking oi l  you 
cannot f ind.  

We need to work very closely with local Governments 
and t hose l ocal  c o m m u n i t ies  to  make sure  t h e  
developments that do take place wil l  b e  developed in  
an environmentally sound manner, that we turn  around 
and we wi l l  not turn around instantly. We wi l l  not turn 
around and stop pollution of our waterways and our 
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lands in some instances instantly, but by putting in  
place in it iatives we can slowly start turning the  wheel 
around.  We can slowly start cleaning up the Red River 
and other waterways. We will create an awareness of 
al l  provincial programs serving rural Manitobans. That 
is what is needed mostly, in most instances. There are 
numerous programs that can be accessed by local 
e n t repreneurs  b u t  in m a n y  cases t hose loca l  
entrepreneurs do not  know how to access or where 
those programs are or what they will benefit from them. 

( M r. Deputy Speaker, Wil l iam Chornopyski ,  in  the 
Chair. )  

We wi l l  also need to develop a provincial strategy 
for rural development that will ensure all p rovincial 
i n it iatives are consistent with the si.oategy in  its entirety, 
and that wil l ensure that all rural development init iatives 
are p roperly coordinated. I th ink there is a real need 
to work together to create an atmosphere and an 
environment that will encourage provincial departments 
to work a little more closely together to achieve the 
end.  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  rural  d eve l o p ment  w i l l  provide a 
c o o r d i n ated focus for  t h e  d e l ivery of prov inc ia l  
programs to  rural Manitoba in  order to maximize the 
effectiveness of provincial as well as local investments. 
We w i l l  be a s t rong  advocate o n  beha l f  of  r u ra l  
Manitoba, and we w i l l  do our utmost to ensure that 
rural Manitoba becomes a strong and viable economic 
entity. 

Hon. Albert Driedger (Minister of Highways and 
Transportation): Hey, Harold, I wi l l  get Connery. 

* ( 1 530) 

Mr. Harold Taylor (Wolseley): Would you, please? The 
Honourable H ighways Min ister mentions that he wi l l  
get Ed Connery i n ,  and I would real ly appreciate that 
because I wi l l  be addressing some comments to h im.  
But if he is  not  here, he wi l l  just have to read H ansard . 
I am sure it wi l l  g ive h im some interest ing bedtime 
reading.  

M r. Deputy Speaker, I would first of al l  l ike to 
congratulate yourself and the Speaker for taking on 
the somet imes a r d u o u s  task of  l ea d i n g  u s  a n d  
del iberating for us in  t h i s  Chamber, a n d  look forward 
to working with you .  

I would also l ike t o  take this opportun ity i n  m y  address 
to congratulate our new Minister of the Environment, 
or the Deputy Premier ( M r. Cummings), and our new 
Minister of Natural Resources ( M r. Enns). Although th is 
wi l l  be a short Session in  the late spring,  I am sure 
there is  going to be ample time to deal on a number 
of issues that are of concern to myself and of course 
to Manitobans in  general. I will be interested in  hearing 
their views and having the opportunity to speak with 
them on matters i n  these areas. 

It  is interesting to note that one of the themes in the 
Throne Speech is t h at of  the e n v i r o n ment  a n d  
susta i n a b l e  d evel o p m e n t .  You c o u l d  not  f i n d  a 
Manitoban who rel ishes that more. I am very, very 
pleased to see that. I t  is, however, with I guess a l itt le 
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bit of shock that I see that, given that we have the 
witness of the last Session where the Conservatives 
had jumped on the bandwagon and we had their more
than-noted d isplay of lack of information, lack of 
concern , lack of decision , the performance of the l ip
service environmental ists, the Johnny-come-lately 's of 
the environmental movement. 

An Honourable Member: Tory-come-lately's. 

Mr. Taylor: Tory-come-lately's? Possi bly that, too. 

The comment on the opening page of the Throne 
Speech referred to the fact that Manitoba was hosting 
a n  I n ternat iona l  Conference o n  Susta inab le  
Development. I might juxtapose that, i n  that the  Premier 
(Mr. Fi lmon) no longer talked about the I nternational 
Centre for Sustainable Development. I was a delegate 
to that conference, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and I have to 
say that one of the unfortunate aspects of it, although 
it d id cover the g round as far as people or delegates 
from Government across Canada, and I was very 
p leased wi th  t h i s ,  t h e  fact t h at it was good 
rep resen tat ion  f rom i n d u st ry. There was terr i b l e  
representat i o n  t h o u g h  f r o m  n o n -G over n m e n t  
organizations, t h e  environmentalists, t h e  lobby groups, 
and that does trouble me. 

Few members of the NGOs were there, M r. Deputy 
Speaker, and therefore they were not able to bring their 
voices to that conference and to the small sessions 
that were held there. I think also it is necessary to say 
that the Sustainable Development Conference hosted 
by Manitoba this month was one that was not structured 
to p rovide a solution and end result .  

We had some three days of speakers, presentations 
and social sessions and booths with presentations and 
information which you could d iscuss with people and 
take away, but it  was not set up in  a fashion so that 
there would be d iscussion sessions, so that there would 
be a plenary session, so that there would be solutions 
on the table which would  come forward after debate 
a m o n g  Gove r n m e n t  represe n t at i ves ,  i n d u stry  
representatives and environmental ists, to be brought 
forward to this Government and to other Governments 
in  Canada as recommendations down the road towards 
sustainable development.  Unfortun ately sustainable 
deve lopment  from that conference and  for t h i s  
Government remains to b e  a ,  if you wi l l ,  modern, current 
buzzword , but one that I do not th ink is truly believed 
in .  I am afraid ,  and I hope I am proven wrong, that 
sustainable development is going to be a catch phrase 
that  w i l l  mask t h e  usua l  i n se n s i t ive exp lo i t  of  
development tendencies of Tories across Canada. 

The Government has said that u nder the heading 
" Protecting The Environment" in  the Throne Speech,  
that susta i n a b l e  d eve l o p m e n t ,  p rotect i o n  of the 
environment is absolutely basic, fundamental to the 
Fi lmon administrat ion,  and that they wi l l  not allow the 
qual ity of the environment to be sacrificed . I am sorry 
to say that is not what we have seen over the last 1 3  
months. 

Yes, the environment has been a focus, no question 
about that, but effective action, sufficient resources, 
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proper research,  d i rection that would lead us down the 
road somewhere in  this province have al l  been lacking.  
I n  fact, there has been no i ncrease at al l  i n  the staff 
of the Environment Department, no increase in the 
budget whatsoever, hence no increase i n  the capabi l ity 
of that department, be it i n  the regulatory, monitoring,  
advisory or emergency response functions. Actions 
speak l o u d e r  t h a n  words - ag ai n ,  l i p -serv ice 
environmentalists. 

Another big item, the Environment Department has 
been strengt hened a n d  is n ow a s tand-a lone  
department. Wel l ,  i t  was against a l l  advice available 
that department was put together with Labour in  the 
first place. I do not know that there should be g reat 
compliments with the fact that it  is now back on its 
own, where it should have been in  the first place. 

We also have the situation where this Government 
i s  talking about the implementation of the environment 
Act. Wel l ,  I thought the environment Act i n  the
referring to an aside here from the Environment Minister, 
and I hope he wi l l  be here to l isten to the rest of my 
d iscourse on t h i s .  W h y  i s  t h i s  Act o n l y  b e i n g  
implemented fully now? This is n o t  new legislat ion.  This 
is  not new legislat ion at a l l .  I t  was passed a year and 
a-half ago. I t  was implemented 14 months ago. What 
is with this staged implementat ion? I thought we had 
an environment Act to be adhered to. I t  would appear 
that we do not. 

Then we talk about proclamation of The Dangerous 
Goods Handl ing and Transportation Act. It  was passed 
by the Legislature two years back. We know t here are 
some prob lem areas b et ween t h e  p rov i nc ia l  
Governments and  the  federal G overnment on the  whole 
issue of  d angerous  g o o d s  a n d  h an d l ing  a n d  
transportat ion,  b u t  I w i l l  say there h a s  been progress 
in this d i rection and there is a convention or a protocol 
that has been worked out that is  a defin i te step in  the 
right d i rection. However, I do  not see any i nitiative by 
this Government to try and test that protocol to see 
where the weak spots are and to cover them off properly 
so that we do not have any further incidents with the 
handl ing of dangerous goods, because we have gaps 
in the protocol and gaps in legislat ion,  whether it be 
at the federal or provincial level .  

We are talk ing here about ful ly i mplementing,  f inal ly, 
our environment Act, but nothing is in there about the 
monitoring of other departments and agencies in  the 
following of that Act. I n  fact, when brought up very 
recently at a committee meet ing with a senior member 
of  the department ,  I received a qu izzical  look ,  a 
scratching of the head , is that not i nterest ing that you 
brought that up. Yes, it is interest ing it was brought 
up  because environment concerns must be that of all 
Government agencies and departments and, until we 
h ave an Environment Department that is monitoring 
those delegated authorities and we see the performance 
of those agencies and departments, we wi l l  not know 
what is going on.  

To what extent is Natural Resources being monitored 
by Env i ron ment  for  adherence to t h e  M a n it o b a  
E n v i r o n m e n t  Act ? I w ill  t e l l  you how i t  i s  be i n g  
monitored - not o n e  iota. That is n o t  sat isfactory; that 
is not satisfactory at al l .  I see our new Minister of Natural 
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Resources (Mr. Enns) is opposite and he is l istening to 
this. I hope he wi l l  take action on that as an in it iative, 
as the new Min ister of Natural Resources, because it 
is not forthcoming out of Environment. 

This new M i nister has a lot of experience under his 
belt ,  and I am hoping for a heck of a lot better 
performance than we had under the last Minister of 
Natural Resources. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!  

Mr. Taylor: The M inister of Agriculture (Mr. Find lay) is, 
as usua l ,  form the f ront  bench  c o m i n g  out w i t h  
d isparaging a n d  personal remarks, b u t  w e  are gett ing 
used to that from the Minister of Agriculture, and at 
t imes the Justice Min ister (Mr. Mccrae), and at t imes 
from the Min ister of Health ( M r. Orchard), and quite 
often from low-road Fi lmon, h imself as the Premier 
leads that front bench in  that sort of d iatribe against 
other Members who bring up good points. 

I do not mind taking a shot in  debate at any time, 
but I would suggest to that Member that he consider 
his type of comment brings noth ing to this H ouse and 
i n  fact takes from the sort of subject matter that needs 
to be seriously discussed . 

One of the interesting things that I saw last year was 
an in i tiat ive on the land and water strategy. It is the 
type of thing that is  required in a province l i ke ours, 
part icular ly with i ts  or ientat ion to agr iculture,  and 
particularly with problems with water supply. 

* ( 1 540) 

We are i n  near-drought conditions again this year. 
We got reasonable snowfal l  last year. We have not had 
much in the way of spring rains. The water tables are 
down al l  over southern Manitoba and not much better 
in  the North. That is  the sort of th ing that exactly needs 
to be d o n e .  But  when I see t h e  water strategy 
component being presented and i t  does not  even cover 
the watersheds of the northern parts of this province, 
i t  leaves me aghast. It  absolutely leaves me aghast . 

Yes, the former Min ister says, we d id .  They did after 
being caught on that very embarrassing point by a 
resident from the North who was here in Winn ipeg at 
the presentation here in the Legislat ive Bui ld ing.  

I am hoping we are going to see more of the water 
strategy in  real form,  in solid form, and that it  wi l l  not 
be a guise for just more activities on the part of the 
N atura l  Resou rces Department  w i thout  f u l l  
environmental studies. 

The former Minister of Natural Resources says, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, tel l  the truth . Wel l ,  I pride myself on 
that .  I will g ive an example of-and the Members can 
decide for themselves - t h e  t ru th .  We heard that  
Mem ber in  a press conference ta lk  about how he had 
requested of h i s  federal  cou nterpart , t h e  new 
Environment M i n i ster i n  Ottawa, Monsieur Lucien 
Bouchard ,  t hat M a n it o b a  wanted t o  h ave an  
environmental impact assessment study on Rafferty
Alameda, and I say, yea for them. But, then he goes 
on to say in addition that was Manitoba's long-standing 
posit ion. 
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Wel l ,  I have seen this Min ister here in the House, 
and this Minister out in  the hal l  i n  scrum, and that 
Min ister on TV and in press conferences say, we do 
not need it ,  ignore the facts, and say it  was not done. 
How can you speak of the truth when you say that very 
th ing? You make a joke of it and you make a joke of 
your portfol io. 

We go on further in  the Throne Speech and say, 
"Trans-boundary water protection continues to be a 
concern of my Government." I am g lad it has become 
a concern of t h i s  Government because R afferty
Alameda and the fiasco that was does not bode well 
for concerns about trans-border waters or any other 
waters, qu ite frankly, M r. Deputy S peaker. 

Mr. Penner: On a point of order, the Honourable 
Member opposite stands there and accuses me of not 
tel l ing the truth and not protecting the environmental 
interests of this province. I have said continually i n  th is 
Legislature and outside of these doors that we wi l l  not 
be party to an agreement with the federal Government 
o r  with North Dakota or the Saskatchewan people on 
a n  agreement  u n t i l  we were sat isf ied t h at o u r  
environmental concerns were concerned , and I stand 
by that. 

An Honourable Member: Take it under advisement 
and come out with -

Mr. Deputy Speaker: A dispute of the facts is not a 
point of order. 

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, M r. Deputy S peaker, for that 
swift decision. 

The agreement to provide more and better monitoring 
of water qual ity with in  Manitoba is being negotiated 
by the federal Govern ment. Good. But let us see what 
results it bears. We wi l l  be watching,  I can tell you that .  

We have had an interest ing comment that Lotteries 
m oney is going to be used for environmental projects 
and conservation projects. Wel l ,  i t  is really i nteresting 
to see that what we have now is  Manitoba Lotteries 
money-and i t  is decreasing as time goes on when 
you al low for i nf lat ion.  It  is  now being used for health 
purposes; it is  being used for seniors purposes; i t  is 
being used for the tradit ional areas of sports and for 
the arts and now it is  being used for conservat ion.  I 
have no problem of it being used that way, but I would 
wonder how much you are going to stretch this Lotteries 
money for th is sort of th ing.  I do take exception to the 
fact that Lotteries money is being used for regu lar 
funding, as opposed to project funding,  in some of 
these cases. I do not th ink that is the way Lotteries 
money, which is  u ndependable money, should be used . 

Manitoba is interested in participation in acid rain 
monitor ing.  Good. Do you know what I said? Good. I 
cannot say that the last G overnment was as sharp on 
this as it  might have been,  as aware as it was of the 
problems of acid rai n .  I would hope, however, that we 
are going to hear someth ing from this Government 
about the potential acid rain problem coming from the 
Shand Generat i n g  Stat i o n .  A l o n g s i d e  w h a t ?  The 
Rafferty impoundment, that is the cool ing pond for 
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Shand. Shand is going to use new technology to control 
acid rain .  They are putting scrubbers on the tops of 
the stacks. That is too expensive. We are going for a 
cheaper solution. No problem there, except the cheaper 
solution was underestimated . It  was underestimated by 
half, so they doubled it. 

New statistics out say, with doubl ing it, they are st i l l  
halfway short. So guess what? We are go ing to have 
acid rain in southwest Manitoba unless something is  
done on that .  I hope there wi l l  be some ample acid 
rain monitoring going on in  the southwest part of our 
province to make sure we are not being dumped upon 
by the effluent, the airborne pol lut ion from the new 
Shand Generating Station. However, if  Rafferty-Alameda 
does not finally go ahead , we may have a d ifferent 
solution in any case. 

There is  proposed legislation to increase penalties 
for polluters, just as it should be. I wil l make a prediction 
though ,  M r. Deputy Speaker. I am going to predict that 
either the fines wi l l  not be sufficient, they wi l l  not be 
tough enough ,  or there may be, as we have seen in 
the environmental Act and heavily used by the former 
Minister of the Environment, min isterial d iscretion on 
enforcement, as there has been ministerial d iscretion 
on EIAs, environmental impact assessment studies. 

Action is going to be taken to protect the ozone 
layer. I th ink it better be. It  may not affect you and I 
as much as it is going to affect our chi ldren and our 
chi ldren's  chi ldren, because the problem with the ozone 
layer is i ns id ious .  The deteriorat ion is t here; the 
deterioration wi l l  continue. Even if  we stopped all 
productions of C FCs this moment, there is enough C FC 
product in the air and in other items and products that 
we use dai ly, or buried in our garbage sites, it wi l l  
continue for 30 more years to bring that deleterious 
material u p  which wi l l  destroy gradually the ozone layer 
which protects us from the ultraviolet rays of the sun. 

Now, when W H M I S was brought  up t o  the 
Environment Minister ( M r. Cummings), in  particular to 
the M in ister of Finance (Mr. Manness) because we 
looked at a taxing solution as maybe one way to deal 
with some CFC products, chlorofluorocarbon products 
avai lable off the shelf in stores today in Manitoba, we 
were t o l d  t h at "any  act i o n  at t h i s  t i m e ,  by that  
Government, would be imprudent . "  I would tell this 
House, M r. Deputy Speaker, the only imprudence was 
the lack of action on the part of that Government. The 
Government of Ontar io  led the nat ion in revis ing  
standards on CFCs. The federal Government followed , 
other Governments are starting to follow, so is this 
Government starting to follow. I t  had a chance to lead . 
I am d isappointed in that. 

The I nternational - and nobody uses International 
very much now-Centre on Sustainable Development 
is supposed to come to Winnipeg, so says the federal 
Government, or it  has reiterated it. I am very p leased 
to hear that. I am not very pleased , however, when I 
see the resources dedicated. The resources, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, are as fol lows, a very small g roup of seconded 
civil servants from the provincial Government only, 
working in isolation without any working relationship 
with  the ir  federal counterparts. I do not understand 
that.  This is supposed to be a federal-provincial i nitiative 
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on a world scale, put Canada and Manitoba on the 
map regarding sustainable development and how it can 
i mpact not just our country but the world. 

Where is the l ink? I t  is set up in  t heory; it  is not there 
in  practice. Do you know what we have for dol lars, M r. 
Deputy Speaker? We have a whole $ 1 50,000 out of the 
Western Diversification Fund-wow! You know, that is 
the sort of scale of monies we need . There is talk about 
$5 mi llion committed out of C I DA monies, Canadian 
I nternational Development Agency, and guess what? It 
is not in  the federal Budget. Where is  it  committed? 
There is not a dol lar of it committed yet and there is 
no written agreement to prove it .  I f  there was, I would 
l ike to see it tabled i n  this H ouse. I would suggest to 
you we have the g reat danger of having this project 
st i l lborn. I hope that prophecy is totally wrong because 
th is gtobe needs it and needs it badly. 

Let us see some dedication of resources, both people 
and dol lars, to make sure this happens and that it 
happens well .  

* ( 1 550) 

Hon. Harry Enns (Minister of Natural Resources): We 
wi l l  make it happen. 

Mr. Taylor: I hear that assurance from our new Min ister 
of Natural Resources, and I wi l l  be buttonhol ing h im 
on a continuous basis to g ive me updates to let  us see 
what happens with that project. 

There is  mention of some needed new legislation and 
I commend the Government on that. The Endangered 
Species Act, we really do need new legislation on this.  
The legislation on the table today is  very, very dated , 
the l ittle that is there. I th ink that is exactly the sort 
of th ing that is requ i red . We do have a series of 
endangered species,  both  f lora and fau n a  in t h i s  
p r o v i n c e ,  t h a t  are a l m ost be i n g  i g n ored as t h ey 
d isappear. I wi l l  be looking forward to a close review 
of that Act, also the new Wild life Act and The Ecological 
Reserves Act. The Member for Selkirk ( M rs. Charles) 
will be working with me on that, and we will have some 
interest ing t imes in  committee and in  the legislative 
review. 

We are talking in  the Throne Speech as well about 
natural resources, an engine for growth in  rural and 
northern Manitoba. I should hope it wi l l  be, but I should 
hope it wi l l  not be an exploit ive rape of the people and 
the resources in  northern and rural M anitoba. Why I 
say that, and I say that with some caution because 
those are strong words, is that when we looked at the 
situation where I th ink  al l  Parties here agreed that 
M anfor should be sold ,  we now have the deal with 
Repap. 

I wi l l  address that in  more detail later, but the fact 
is there was no advance consu l tat ion  w i th  th ose 
communities and in  particular the Native communities. 
Those are the ones who are going to be impacted the 
most. There was no advance consultat ion.  Now there 
should have been, as regards the change of their l ifestyle 
potential ly by the scale of operation which is four times 
the harvest of what is going on with M anfor. Repap, 

256 

when it is up and Phase 2 is i n  place, will harvest four 
t imes the volume of t rees that were harvested earlier. 
That is a quantum leap in activity. In itself, that requ i res 
an environmental impact assessment. 

The fact that there was also a change in  the nature 
of the operation, a rather sign ificant nature, within a 
few years there wi l l  be no lum ber activities, no sawmil l  
operation. You have a brown paper, a kraft paper 
operation that is being converted to pulp for fine papers. 
That is a change in  the nature of the operation which 
in  itself requires an environmental impact assessment. 

Now when you combine that with the fact that the 
technology to be employed to do that is untested 
technology, there is not a single l icence in Canada for 
that chlorine d ioxide su bstitution for chlorine, not one. 
The test l icence that is i n  place in  New Brunswick is 
not even being used by the company and there is not 
a company in  the world that is using more than 20 
percent substitution on an in situ working plant. There 
are others that are testing at 40 percent, and I say this 
is s ignificant because this plant is going to be operating 
at 80 percent substitution on an unknown, unproven 
technology. 

All three of those things requ ire environmental i mpact 
assessments .  Not  o n e  env i ronmenta l  i m p act 
assessment was done before the deed was done and 
the ink was put to that document. I would suggest that 
fl ies in the face of sustainable development and it fl ies 
in the face of the environmental Act of this province. 
You s h o u l d  be l o o k i n g  at t h e  env i ronmenta l  
considerations and coming to your conclusions upon 
thorough study and public involvement before you make 
the economic and political decisions, but that is not 
the way this Government operates. That is not the way 
the Devine Government operates in Saskatchewan and 
it is not the way the Tory Government in  Ottawa operates 
also. Surprise, surprise, l ip-service environmentalists 
again .  

We h ave a who le  d e a r t h  of  act iv i t ies  i n  t h e  
environmental sphere, M r. Deputy Speaker, t h i s  last 
year. We have the round table. We have mentioned 
Rafferty-Alameda where we went into some detail a 
moment ago. We have got the Lake Manitoba small
mesh fishery. There are also the PCBs and we used 
to call those predictable Connery bloops outside the 
hal ls. There was Beaconia Beach and the abuse of that 
formerly pristine beach. The response to radon gas led 
to issues, environmental assessments in general, Dutch 
elm disease, Winnipeg sewers. You could go on, far 
too many of them, I am sorry to say. In the case of al l  
of them though, what we have is a non-performance 
by the Fi lmon administrat ion. At whatever level by 
whatever Min ister, the environment is not being served . 

We had the round table where this was one of the 
big things the Premier h imself crowed about in  the last 
Throne Speech, but guess what? He chose not to put 
either the Environment Minister or the Natural Resource 
Min ister of the t ime into those positions on that round 
table, and I wonder why. They are not even Ministers 
now. Maybe that was a foreboding of what was to come. 
We also have only a single Member out of the 14 or 
15 Members of that round table. We have one Member 
of a non-Government organization. That is not very 
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impressive. Normally, you would expect roughly one
th ird involvement by Government, by industry and by 
the non-Government groups, but not in  Manitoba. The 
result has been no d i rection has come out of that round 
table ,  although it has been set u p  and work ing for  a 
year. 

The Lake Manitoba Small  Mesh Fishery against the 
advice of the officials of the department and with the 
fishermen themselves in  d ispute over the benefits with 
the north basin i n  opposition to the views of the south 
basin ,  th is Government fol lowed a poor move by the 
former NDP administration and introduced a small  mesh 
fishery, which is  not a sustainable development. It  wi l l  
f ish it  out, i t  wi l l  f ish it  out. I t  wi l l  change the mix of 
f ish in  the lake. 

So what we wi l l  have is probably, un less someth ing 
is done to change it ,  we wi l l  have a perch fishery only 
and the more valuable pickerel wi l l  be almost non
ex istent .  We h ad the same p r o b l e m  in Lake 
Winn ipegosis. What happened in  Lake Winn ipegosis? 
Voluntarily, the fishermen pulled back and have not 
been active for three years. They may be going back 
in fairly shortly. Here is a case, we have documented 
evidence of problems in  Lake Manitoba previously, 
problems in Lake Winn ipegosis recently and what do 
we do? We make a non-sustainable, polit ical-only 
decision,  not i n  the interest of the natural resources, 
environmentally unsound.  

The PCBs or the polychlorinated biphenyls of which 
everybody is deathly afraid and they should have 
respect for, we have a case here where Manitoba does 
not have its own standards. The federal standards are 
rightfully u nder review and yet we had an Environment 
M in ister who said the standards are fine, and then he 
said we do not need any new regulations for Manitoba. 
After a month and a-half of questioning here, he f inal ly 
admitted, no, M anitoba does need new regulat ions, 
and I wi l l  have them for you here in  a few weeks. We 
h ave n ot got  t h e m  yet . We have not  g ot t h ose 
regulations in  M an itoba yet.  Where are they? I do not 
know. I am hoping the new Min ister of the Environment 
( M r. Cummings), our Deputy Premier, wi l l  be a l ittle 
more on top of  i t  t h a n  t h e  l ast  M i n ister  of  t h e  
Environment. 

I have mentioned the Rafferty-Alameda fiasco. I wil l  
not belabour it  but the fact i s  that Minister of Natural 
Resources refused to look at facts, refused to conduct 
studies and refused to protect Manitoba's i nterest, and 
then does a glorious f l ip-flop and said that is what I 
was saying al l  along. 

I brought up again ,  with the former Minister of Natural 
Resources, Beaconia Beach. I am hoping this Min ister 
of Natural Resources (Mr. Enns) is l istening because 
he has got parallels to that he is probably well aware 
of, a beach that was allowed to be abused , a beach 
that is in  actual danger of being eroded away to nothing 
because of the damage by four-wheel drive, al l-terrain 
vehicles that M i nister allowed to go on. 

* ( 1 600) 

As of the information I had last night, that situation 
continues and I checked it as recently as last n ight .  
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There is an improved roadway out to the sand ring 
around the lake. But guess what? There are no barriers 
around that parking lot, and I wou ld suggest to you is 
that the land husbandry, the property management 
responsib i l it ies of your department need one heck of 
a shake-up .  Take a look at it .  You wil l f ind you have a 
d i rector in there who is washing his hands, as Pontius 
Pi late, on issues of this nature. When I brought i t  up 
in  December in  Estimates and showed photographs in 
that forum and that committee, there was a lot of 
shaking of heads about, it is pretty bad, we agree. Then 
the Member for Rhineland (Mr. Penner) said ,  goldarned , 
if I spend as much t ime on this issue as I have on al l  
the others, I would not get anything done. I am looking 
for  m u c h  m o re response from the n ew N at u r a l  
Resources Min ister (Mr. Enns). 

We had the case of radon gas. Al l  we asked on radon 
gas was research. Radon gas, a colourless, odourless 
gas emanating from our soils naturally can cause 
problems in basements of homes and other bui ldings 
as wel l .  Al l  we asked for was research. We did not 
have an expectation that the Environment Minister could 
wave a wand .  He d i d  not wave a wand b u t  he d id say
he charged in this H ouse and said, if you have any 
problems, the people of M anitoba with radon gas, here 
is  the phone number, it  is staffed. Fast Eddie with the 
slow answers was wrong. It  was not staffed and that 
phone rung off the wall and there was nobody there 
to answer it. Of course, it happened to be in  the Energy 
and M ines Department. It  was not in  the Environment 
Department, and he did not bother tel l ing the other 
M inister what was going on - l ike I say, fast Eddie with 
the slow answers. 

Lead , we said there are lead problems in the air. The 
Weston School area has not been tested in five years. 
Guess what today, sti l l  no test ing,  and also lead solder 
in our water p ipes. We indicated the standards that 
could be brought in and how they could be brought 
in. The research was complete, the standards were 
already d rafted and about to be passed in Ontario. 
They are just coming in ,  i n  June. Why? Why did we 
wait almost a year? No reason as far as I am concerned. 

When research is avai lable, when somebody else has 
done some lead work, borrow it .  The information is 
free. H ow about  some i m p rovement in i nter
Governmental relations? We are a small province. We 
cannot afford to do everything ourselves. There is 
noth ing wrong with borrowing from others. Why wait 
a year? Why wait two years for other solutions? 

An interesting item that came up at the end of the 
last Session and between Sessions was that of Dutch 
elm disease. I am very concerned about this. When I 
hear  t h at n o t  o n l y  are p ract ices bei n g  changed ,  
particularly in  the  buffer zone around Winn ipeg, but 
those practices not only are environmentally u nsound 
but we had this winter the spectacle of a M i nister of 
Natural Resources recommending that an effective, 
efficient, popular, wel l-received program be offered up 
for cut. 

That Min ister was away, out of the country when it 
came u p  before Cabinet, and his actor, the M i nister of 
G over n m e n t  Services,  a n d  H i g hways ( M r. Al bert  
Driedger) spoke on behalf of that cut .  That is  appal l i ng 
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and that shows the lack of environmental concern by 
the Filmon admin istrat ion. H ow the heck do you justify 
cutting a program that works, that has an excellent 
track record and is employed both in  the City of 
Winn ipeg and is available to al l  the smaller communities 
as wel l ?  T hose c o m m u n i t ies  that  h ave avai led 
t h e m selves of  i t  h ave been h i g h l y  s uccessfu l in  
cont ro l l i n g  Dutch e lm d i sease. The c o u p l e  of  
communities that d id not move on i t ,  Emerson and 
Selk irk ,  have suffered the losses. The others show the 
benefits. What are we doing? Let us look at it  and 
review it and make sure it  is  up to date and working 
wel l ,  but goldarned , let us not start advocating cuts. 

We also had the i nteresting thing of hence, the 
infamous name, a manhole. I keep tel l ing the Members 
on the other side to get with the modern t imes. Those 
are P H C s - pers o n h o l e  covers .  N ow c o u l d  you 
remember that, personhole covers? Let us have non
sexist terms when we deal w i t h  sewers .  In a l l  
seriousness, the emergency response in  that context 
when we had exploding sewers was not adequate. It 
was not adequate at a l l .  The Environment Department 
took well over 24 hours before it dared to take a sample 
of whatever it was that was flowing along with the regular 
sewage and was on its way out to further pol lute the 
Red River. 

My view is there are sampl ing techniques avai lable 
that are total ly safe for the staff doing it ,  i f  they have 
the equipment and the train ing .  That was not done. 
We brought that u p  with the M i nister, and he said ,  we 
are going to put our people in danger, that is not 
reason a b l e .  I w o u l d  s u g g est h e  get up on i t  
tec h nolog ica l ly, a n d  I hope the n e w  Env i ronment  
M i nister wi l l  be a better performer. 

There i s  st i l l  n o  enforcement  of T h e  M an i t o b a  
Environment Act on t h e  City of Winn ipeg a s  it  appl ies 
to this,  u nfortunately for a few other th ings too. But 
as it  appl ies to the sewers, it is not in force and the 
p rovincial advice that is available has been minimally 
offered. Why, I do not know. The sl ight improvement 
made to the practices and uses of the Winn ipeg sewer 
system is not adequate and I do not see that in the 
Throne Speech .  We wi l l  be questioning that and we 
wi l l  be monitoring that, because I do not th ink any of 
us want to ever see that spectacle that happened in  
'88 ,  that happened in '8 1 ,  and has happened in  previous 
years too, where personhole covers go blasting through 
the sky and people get hurt and they start wondering 
what the heck is going on in  their sewer system. 

The comment was-and I think maybe this should 
go on the record , you were sitt ing there, you are right, 
and on the committees- and I wi l l  mention it to the 
Member, the committees that I was sitt ing on started 
looking at new th ings. I can claim that I was not on 
the Works Committee, u nfortunately, but I became a 
special ist on the committees that I was on ,  the two of 
them, and as a result some things happened that should 
have happened . I have been working on environmental 
issues for the last decade. I n  fact , my city l iterature 
was g reen and white with a t ree emblem on it ,  so you 
know where I am coming from. I did not just get on 
the bandwagon.  I have been at th is for the last decade. 

When I see that this Government is not going to force 
there be environmental impact assessments, l ike the 
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one on the Charleswood Bridge, we have taken the 
view that there is a process problem with that br idge. 
I think there are some merits possibly for a crossing.  
There might be. I n  fact, there probably should be a 
heck of a lot more crossings in the City of Winn ipeg 
across its major rivers because then it would put less 
stress on those exist ing streets that are carrying a heck 
of a volume of t raffic. I f  you had more crossings, there 
would be one heck of a lot less pressure on the ones 
that are there then. Now what I am suggesting is  that 
the environmental i mpact assessment is requ ired.  

I would not be surprised if there may be a legal case 
come out of th is one, Mr. Deputy Speaker, because 
the suggestion has been made by the Member for 
Portage ( M r. Connery) that ostensibly the city carried 
o u t  an e n v i r o n menta l  i m p act assessment  o r  t h e  
equivalent thereto. Hooey, absolute hooey. Anybody 
who analyzes that wi l l  say, nonsense. I hope that this 
Government wi l l  review that situation and we wi l l  not 
have an exemption by the Min ister like we did with 
Rafferty-Alameda, and we wil l  not have an exemption 
in  the case of Manfor-Repap in  the sense that we are 
not doing a comprehensive front-end EIS, we are going 
to do a staged environmental impact assessment. What 
does that g ive you? It  g ives you piecemeal answers 
after the decisions have been made and nothing is 
being looked at as a totality. 

So the record on the environment, on sustainable 
development, is not terribly good . In  fact, we had the 
spectacle re lat i n g  to  t h i s  M anfor-Repap issue of  
M in isters of the Crown p ick ing u p  their  portfol ios, very 
graphic, and walking out of a duly constituted committee 
of th is House. I hope I wi l l  never see that again .  I hope 
Canada never sees it  again because it has never seen 
it before. It is under advisement and we await with 
interest the views of the Speaker on that matter, but 
it  was noth ing short of despicable. 

We have some very interesting things coming out 
j u s t  in the l ast l i t t le  w h i l e  in the fact that  t h e  
Conservatives consider themselves t h e  greatest money 
managers in  the province. We are talk ing here of the 
Party of CFI .  We are talking here of the Party of MTX. 
We are speaking here of the Party of the Flyer Bus 
debacle. Now what we have instead , we do not have 
a Tory Government giving away publ ic dol lars, we have 
a Government here, a Tory Government, that is giving 
away publ ic assets, lands and bui ld ings, whether it is 
down in  south St. Boniface or whether it is the issue 
in the backyard of the Premier of this province, the 
Fort Osborne Barracks, where they gave it away. I say 
"gave it away" because they are going to have to house 
350 civil servants now at enormous cost and that $3.86 
mi l l ion is not going to do much at al l-$2 mil l ion is 
going j ust for the move. Then you have got to house 
them. That is not going to be that easy to do.  

So I would l ike to hear the wisdom of  that. We have 
the lethargy on the Port of Church i l l .  We have got the 
f l ip-flop on the Meech Lake Accord. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The Honourable Member's t ime 
has exp i red . 

* ( 1 6 1 0) 
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Mr. Taylor: Thank you. If  you wi l l  g ive me 30 seconds, 
I just have one paragraph to f in ish off. Thank you very 
much to the Members. 

On the Meech Lake, I feel very strongly on this.  I 
take exception to the fact that the Premier (Mr. Fi lmon), 
not rea l iz i n g  what was i nvo lve d  in M eech Lake ,  
introduced this to us in  late December and only three 
days later changed his posit ion. I feel any Government 
in  this country should have known what Meech Lake 
really  meant. I do not think that it was justifiable to 
change the position just on the issue of minority 
language rights. I take exception, as a former Engl ish
spea k i n g  Quebecer, to h ave t h at Premier  defend 
minority language r ights in  that province where my 
fami ly sti l l  resides, when he has before him the debacle 
of what he d id i n  1 983 in  this Legislature. It  is going 
to stand as an ignomin ious chapter in  the annals of 
this Legislature. Thank you very much. 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Housing): First 
of a l l ,  Mr. Deputy Speaker, it  g ives me g reat pleasure 
to address the H ouse this afternoon in  support of the 
Speech from the Throne. I would l ike to offer my sincere 
congratulations to the Member for Kirkfield Park (Mrs. 
Hammond) and the Member for Lakeside ( M r. Enns) 
on their appointments to their respective min istr ies, 
and welcome them as Cabinet col leagues. 

Some Honourable Members: Hear, Hear! 

Mr. Ducharme: The M e m ber  for Lakes i d e ,  as 
mentioned by the previous speaker, brings to the 
Cabinet a wealth of knowledge and understanding,  not 
only about his own constituency but also for the rest 
of M anitoba. 

I wou l d  a lso ,  at t h i s  t i m e ,  l i k e  t o  extend my 
congratulations to you, the Member for Burrows ( M r. 
Chornopyski), on your appointment as Deputy Speaker. 
You know, M r. Deputy Speaker, our experience goes 
back a l i tt le ways at City Hal l .  I could probably expound 
on some stories, l ittle stories between you and I ,  of 
notes that were passed, but maybe that is for another 
day. I would also say though that I always found you 
at City Hall probably one of the most fair of al l  the 
counci l lors, one who you could talk to and confide i n ,  
a n d  o n e  w h o  you could go about with t h e  City Hal l  
business. I especial ly enjoyed your term as Deputy 
M ayor when you carried out that duty. I am sure you 
will carry out the duties the same way here in  th is 
Chamber. 

I a l so  wou l d  l i k e  to m e n t i o n  t h e  Speaker  a n d  
congratu late h i m  in  h i s  first year a s  S peaker o f  the 
House. I enjoyed my friend very much. He and I ,  
probably in  the last year, were not as close a s  w e  used 
to be because of his position. I am sure he has shown 
that he is a real good referee, and in this Cham ber, 
M r. Deputy Speaker, you have to be a good referee. 

Since I am congratulating people today, M r. Deputy 
S peaker, I would be remiss if I did not offer my 
congratulations to some residents and organizations 
i n  the St. Vital area. Congratulations are certainly in  
order for  the  G lenlawn g i rls '  basketbal l  team who won 
the 1 988-89 provincial championships. As a former alma 
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mater of Glenlawn , it was an honour for me to be able 
to take along with me the Premier, Gary Fi lmon,  to pay 
tr ibute to these young athletes last May 1 at Glenlawn 
Col legiate. I believe it was the fi rst time a Premier had 
visited the collegiate in  65 years. I know they al l  came 
out in  droves to meet our Premier. We were very well 
received and it was a good event for myself, the Premier 
and the students involved . 

M r. Deputy Speaker, there are also two G rade 7 
students from Darwin School in Riel constituency, who 
deserve much acclaim for winning the Dr. Sunil Sen 
Award at the 1 989 Provincial Science Symposiu m  held 
at the University of Winnipeg on April 26. Their project 
was on acid rain and, as this world becomes more and 
m o re consc ious of env i ronmenta l  concerns ,  i t  is 
g ratifying to see the upcoming generation so interested 
in our environment and the effects of pol lut ion such 
as acid rain on the qual ity of l ife in  the wor ld .  I am 
sure these young students from Darwin wi l l  go far in  
the i r  chosen careers, whatever they might  be ,  and I 
congratulate them at this t ime. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, usually during the Throne Speech 
Debate you do mention some organizations that have 
been long-standing in your constituency. I have one 
that has been involved and this year wi l l  be celebrating 
their 40th Anniversary, and that is  the Lions Club of 
Riverside. They have been very, very i nvolved and 
dedicated to those in  need through undertakings such 
as the eye bank,  the Salvation Army Shield Campaign ,  
the Lions Telethon and the  Diabetes Associat ion.  

The Lions' presence in  my ward and in  my community 
is an asset. The Lions also have a very l arge project. 
The Lions seniors' home is a very sound example of 
their type of work and is now acting as a blueprint for 
other organizations. I know the residents, and I have 
visited them many t imes, of the manor enjoy an active 
l ifestyle created by the environment in which they l ive. 
I t  has been an honour to help th is c lub and these 
residents in any way I could. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, some councils original ly of the 
Knights of Colum bus have banded together in  the 
constituency of Riel and put forward a proposal for a 
seniors' residence on Lavallee Road in my constituency. 
My congratulations to the Knights for putting forward 
this proposal. 

There are two people, however, i n  my constituency 
who I would l ike to pay tr ibute to today for their long 
and untir ing service to the people in  my community. A 
lot of St. Vital residents know these two people. One 
is Ernie Gaudreau and the other is Ei leen Wilson 
because they were taught or coached by one of these 
teachers or by both ,  and they were all assumed and 
recognized as super teachers. Long-t ime residents and 
teachers in  the St. Vital area, Ei leen and Ernie wi l l  long 
be remem bered for  t h e i r  concern  and for t h e i r  
commitment t o  t h e  students they have taught.  I say at 
this t ime, good luck to both of you in  your reti rement. 

In  my fi rst Throne Speech ,  it  was generally agreed 
that the most pressing problem that we emphasized 
from the previous admin istration was the financial 
management of the province. While the Meech Lake 
and Free Trade Agreement were important to the people 
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of Man itoba, our first priority had to be to bring the 
province's f inancial house in  order and this has been 
done, our greatest achievement in the fi rst year. We 
have now managed to bring the Government back into 
cont ro l  by p r i o r i z i n g  spen d i n g  and reorgani z i n g  
G overnment  t o  prov ide M a n it o b a n s  w i th  a m ore 
reasonable and responsible Government. We realize 
that, although much has been accompl ished in  the last 
year, we must continue to give priority to continued 
effective management and the reduction of taxes for 
M an itobans .  M r. Deputy  S peaker, refor m s  m u st 
continue. 

I n  this Throne Speech del ivered on May 18, our 
Government has stated that it  wi l l  pursue its objective 
of economical renewal through sustainable development 
in  order to lay a foundat ion for reforms in  human 
services and p o l i c ies  and t o  prov ide  for  g reater  
opportunit ies, security and equality for  a l l  M an itobans. 

As stated before, much of our t ime and energy during 
the last year has been taken u p  reviewing budgets and 
departmental functions. I n  my own Department of 
Housing,  the Peat Marwick report has proven to be a 
start i n g  p o i n t  for  m a k i n g  t h e  d e partment  more 
responsible, accountable and responsive to the  people 
of our province. We are now acting on and implementing 
the recommendations of th is report and wi ll continue 
to d o  so unti l such t ime that we are satisfied that al l  
we can possibly do has been done. 

One of their recommendations was the disbursement 
of land owned by Manitoba Housing and Renewal 
Corporat ion.  Since 1 986, the department has been 
d isposing of land and, to date, 2 ,400 acres or 22 
p roperties have been declared surplus and have been 
sold or are in  the process of being sold. In the Peat 
Marwick report, i t  identified a section of land called 
the south St.  Boniface land as an exception and 
recognized a joint venture could work well there. To 
th is end,  last week I announced the joint venture 
between Manitoba H ousing and Renewal Corporation 
and Ladco to develop a major subd ivision in  south St. 
Boniface over a period of 15 years. 

The same piece of land also in  proposals, or the 
same piece of land in  reports done by the Urban Affairs, 
University of Winn ipeg , had suggested also that th is 
particular piece of property be done on the virtue of 
a joint venture. Since last M ay or June, we started 
talk ing to different groups in the area, to the Manitoba 
House Builders' Association, to various land developers 
throughout the city, covering that .  

* ( 1 620) 

We felt that th is joint venture under the d i rection of 
a management committee should net the province 
approximately $ 1 0  mi l l ion .  The two parties to this 
agreement wi l l  share the expenses and profits of this 
venture according to the proportion of land each 
contr i buted , w i th  M a n itoba H o u s i n g  receivi n g  75  
percent of surplus revenues dur ing  the  fi rst five years 
of this venture. The revenue the province receives from 
this venture wi l l  al low the province to enhance housing 
programs for al l  Manitobans and particularly those 
Manitobans most in need of assistance. 
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Just to note, today the Leader of the Opposition 
(Mrs. Carstairs), i n  getting up and mentioning that there 
was no information forward, and I would like to read 
onto the record right now a letter that came from the 
Manitoba Home Bui lders' Association, dated June 30, 
1 988, a memo to al l  members, a memo from J im 
Gallagher, the provincial l iaison chairman, re  M H RC 
Lan d b a n k  a n d  it reads as fo l lows:  " I n  recent 
d iscuss ions with the Honourable Gerry Ducharme,  
Min ister of Housing and Urban Affairs, M H BA has been 
informed that the M i nister is prepared to sell M H RC 
land. Of immediate interest to M H BA members wi l l  be 
three parcels with in  the City of Winnipeg . "  These are
and we go on to mention the three largest parcels
" Meadows West, John Bruce and South Island Lakes," 
and the fol lowing paragraph: "We understand t hat 
some proposals have already been made to M H RC for 
the above land.  The M in ister informs us that he will be 
reviewing all proposals dur ing the summer and making 
a decision by the end of August. The Minister advises 
that he wi l l  accept revised , as well as new, proposals. 
Further, you should be aware that the process will be 
a joint venture with M H RC, and final agreement wi l l  
be a negotiated one." 

At the t ime, we had suggested the end of August. 
However, i n  reviewing and showing the interest and 
going through and making sure that everyone had an 
opportunity to make a proposal , we carried on unti l  
the spring of this year. 

Final ly, in the last paragraph:  "The Minister advises 
that he will receive proposals on any other M H RC land. 
The final agreement on these are to be negotiated 
d i rectly with the M i nister's  office."  

It was a surprise to me to learn today from the Leader 
of the Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs) when she said there 
was one group that was not contacted . The group not 
only was contacted but was interviewed by not only 
myself but the M H RC committee, and they h ired a 
lawyer to act on their behalf. So let us clarify that for 
the record right now. Whoever gave her this information, 
I am sorry to say, gave her the wrong information and 
led her down the garden path.  Al l  I am saying is to 
clarify that I met four or five times and they did meet, 
not o n l y  w i t h  o u rselves b u t  t h r ou g h '-"the i r  lega l  
counsel lor. " 

� 

I would l ike to also mention that on May 23, 1 989, 
the day of the press conference, the Manitoba Home 
Bui lders' Association wrote myself, the Honourable G. 
Ducharme, Min ister of Housing, a letter, and I wou ld 
l ike to read that letter r ight now. 

It is re M H RC Ladco-Bishop Grandin Boulevard Joint 
Venture. This was for the joint press release and it 
reads. It was on the day of the press release, May 23, 
and it was delivered there. " Dear M r. Min ister: I regret 
I am unable to attend the media event that you have 
scheduled for Thursday, May 25, regard ing the above 
joint venture announcement. Previous commitments 
require me to be out of town on that date. 

" However, on behalf of the Manitoba Home Bui lders' 
Associat ion,  I am thr i l led to congratulate you on your 
respective roles in concluding this sign ificant agreement. 
It is, of course, the M H BA bel ief that Government land-
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banking and/or di rect i nvolvement in the residential 
land development business is unnecessary to say the 
least. 

"Therefore, we applaud the Government of Manitoba 
for taking this significant step in  returning these lands 
to the marketplace for free enterprise development. 
This i n it iative and a well-conceived method of doing 
so indicates to our association just how sincere our 
present provincial Govern ment is i n  its stated belief in 
our i n d ustry's ab i l ity to p rovide affordable qua l i ty 
housing for Manitobans without d i rect Government 
involvement. For a job wel l  done, congratulations." 
Signed by B . M .  Fenske, the President of the M an itoba 
Home Bui lders' Association. 

I just wanted to make sure I clarified , for the records, 
that the Home Builders' Association, who were involved, 
were very, very concerned that whoever developed this 
land would make sure the majority of the lots were 
available to the small bui lders and especially in th is 
quad rant of the city. The agreement was that a majority 
of the lots will be avai lable and we are not looking at 

� any optimistic type of period of time because we are 
basing it on probably 1 30 to 1 40 lots becoming available 
once the zoning is  i n  place, which could be in  a couple 
of years down the road, if you k now how City Hal l  
works. 

Not only that ,  but we are hoping that over a period 
of t ime this particular development wil l  enhance another 
further piece that we have south of there that has no 
commitment to this particular joint venture. We hope 
that land, through a period of years, wi l l  then become 
more valuable and become more valuable to M H RC. 

I t  was with great pride I was involved in  obtain ing,  
a lso in  my first year, a residence in  Winn ipeg for  the 
Osborne H ouse, a Winn ipeg Crisis Centre for  Abused 
Women and Chi ldren, as well as the province's first 
shelter for abused N at ive women, which is operated 
by a l kwe-Widdj iitiwin ,  a board of aboriginal women. 
Manitoba Housing was very, very involved in establishing 
the first N ative abuse centre for women. It was with 
g reat pride that not only were we able to provide this 

� housing for these two groups in our first year of office, 
, it was unable to be provided in any proper setting before 

by any provincial Government. 

Manitoba Housing has continued its mandate u nder 
our Government to enhance the affordabi l i ty of and 
the accessib i l ity to adequate housing for Manitobans 
particularlyJhose of low and moderate income or those 
with special ized needs, such as people with physical 
or mental handicaps or people who are victims of abuse. 
I bel ieve, and I know all the colleagues in our Cabinet 
and our Government believe that it is  a right to have 
someone have a proper roof over their head . We feel 
that and we will carry on not only with the lands that 
we wi l l  dispose of to provide those types of housing. 
We wi l l  continue to support the people who have those 
needs that are necessary for that affordable housing. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I suffered probably with great 
d isappointment in the last Session of the Legislature 
as Min ister of Urban Affairs when my Liberal and New 
Democratic Party colleagues defeated my attempt to 
decrease the size of City Counci l .  I feel we have 
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accom p l i shed much h owever in the Urban  Affai rs 
Department during the last year. For the fi rst t ime, the 
City of W i n n i peg bound aries and the c o m m u n ity 
committees have now been set in  t ime for the next 
civic election in October of 1 989. 

S incere thanks go to the members who sat on the 
Boundaries Commission, namely, Ben Hewak, Chief 
J u st ice of the Cour t  of Quee n ' s  Bench ; Ross 
McCormack, Acting President of the University of 
Winn ipeg; and Robert B .  Hayes, Returning Officer for 
the City of Winnipeg . These men gave countless hours 
of their valuable time and energy without compensation 
t o  d raw t hese ward and com m u n i ty  c o m m i ttee 
boundaries through pub l ic hearings and consultation .  
A s  you know, Mr. Deputy Speaker, i t  is  not easy t o  sit 
at committee hearings and l isten to people come 
forward who probably have to be explained what the 
system is al l  about. They got involved i n  not only 
b o u ndar ies ,  they got i n vo lved in probab ly  l ots of 
discussions in  the community committees. They went 
throughout the area i n  th is very d i fficult task . I am 
aware of how d ifficult a task i t  must have been for 
these members of the Boundaries Commission . 

A m ajor  accomp l i sh ment  of t h e  U rb a n  Affa i rs  
Department has been the  agreement in  principle of  the 
Shoal Lake water supply. When I get u p  i n  the morn ing,  
I turn that tap on.  I look at it  and I say every t ime 
throughout my l ife I real ize that I had some part i n  
having the  water supply guaranteed to the  citizens of  
Winn ipeg. Congratulations must be extended to the 
negotiators from the three parties i nvolved in this 
particular agreement. 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Ducharme: A team was put together, who had a 
good rapport, and the result is an agreement for a 60-
year period with a settlement on al l  m ajor issues. This 
agreement may only be terminated on a five-year notice 
after the first 1 0  years of the agreement have expired . 
I hope in the near future and probably I hope this month, 
before t h e  end of t h e  m o n t h ,  t h at t h e  federa l  
Government wi l l  honour  the i r  commitment in  agreeing 
to th is particular agreement. We felt that the province 
and city had to take the lead role. We addressed this 
agreement with the I ndian band . 

T hese t h ree major  areas are add ressed in t h e  
agreement. T h e  first area o f  agreement is  water quality 
p rotect i o n  w h i c h  i nc l u des I nd ia n  Band No. 4 0 ,  
prohibit ing a n d  regu lating certain activities on reserve 
land which would affect the water qual ity, developing 
a waste management system, and an environmental 
management plan in  their part icular area. The second 
area of agreement is the compensation provisions and 
economic-social benefits, which include a $6 mi l l ion 
trust f u n d ,  p romot ion  of susta i n a b l e  eco n o m i c  
development,  employment t r a i n i n g  and contracts, 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  f rom the fed eral  G overn m ent ,  a n d  
inventory-economic development opportunit ies. 

The l ast area of agreement is the  ag reeme n t  
administration and implementation, which includes a 
three-member Senior Pol icy Committee and a six
member working group. These two committees will also 
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deal with dispute resolutions. I g uess one of the major 
considerations of this agreement is we will always now 
have somebody sitting on and have a chance to observe 
the site and what goes on in  that particular site. We 
had a case here where we had people who gel led 
together. The chemistry was there and they were able 
to come up with th is agreement. I know you ,  as a 
member of counci l ,  were always concerned about the 
water supply, l ike the rest of us. I am very proud to 
be part of that particular agreement. I can leave the 
Chamber at any time knowing that this agreement was 
accomplished while this particular Government was in 
power. 

* ( 1 630) 

I would  l ike to update the Members of the House on 
the status of the Forks site. As the Members know, 
the Forks Renewal Corporation mandate is  to develop 
the Forks site accord i n g  to  the conceptua l  p l a n  
approved b y  t h e  three levels o f  G overnment, no matter 
how long the process takes. 

The reason for that is because there is no sense in 
developing land, that 70 acre park site - I  know you 
were also a counci l lor when it was negotiated on
there was no use just developing for  the  sake of  
developing. It  is a very i mportant site and should be  
developed well ,  regardless of how long i t  takes to 
develop it .  

The essential elements of the plan are to have the 
idea of a meeting p lace to be the central theme, have 
al l-seasonal use, have distinctive and high quality design 
and have imaginative use of l ight ,  water, and power. 
In late summer, 1 989, the official openings of the publ ic 
market and the Forks National Park should take place 
and the i nterna l  roadways s h o u l d  be completed . 
Negotiations are now taking place with potential tenants 
for the marketplace at the Forks. The Forks is also 
currently reviewing responses to a proposal call for the 
Johnson Terminal  and the B and B bui ld ing.  

I would l ike to a lso share-there have been some 
concerns in  regard to the south side of Portage Avenue. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, maybe you can inform me how 
much time I have left? 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: You have . . . m inutes left . 

Mr. Ducharme: I would also l ike to share with some 
of the other Members some facts in  regard to the south 
side of Portage Avenue. The ad hoe committee has 
been meeting with al l  parties concerned to break the 
deadlock that has been occurring and encourage the 
the owners and the merchants to take a leadersh ip  
ro le  i n  p l an n i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n t i n g  needed 
improvements on the south s ide .  Dialogue has begun 
between North Portage Development Corporation and 
the south siders. The corporation is hopeful that a 
consensus wi l l  be reached for a meet ing with al l  the 
south side parties so the corporation can develop a 
firm program proposal to submit to the south side. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, at the time of appointment, when 
some of the renewals are coming up ,  it  would also be 
a good opportunity maybe to place someone from the 
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south side on the North of Portage Board . There will 
be an opening short ly, and maybe it would be a good 
time for me as M in ister to appoint someone at that 
t ime. 

To date, two positive activities have taken place. 
Eaton's has announced and started implementing the 
improvements to the major external facade of its 
bui ld ing on the south side. The cost of this project is 
around the $2 mi l l ion mark. As wel l ,  Gendis has decided 
to acq u i re two propert ies adjacent to its c u r rent 
h o l d i n g s .  Both  of  t hese d evel opments  s h ow 
commitment to the south side of Portage Avenue. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, I bel ieve that the impact of 
Portage Avenue redevelopment on the south side has 
had an effect and was identified fairly early on as the 
major issue of the project . The south side was already 
experiencing a decl ine prior to the opening of Portage 
Avenue. We all hoped that at some time Graham Avenue 
could be a bus route and a bus connector to contact 
towards the north side of Portage Avenue. I bel ieve 
and I hope the ad hoe committee can resolve that 
situation. I know the dialogue has been better in the 
last short whi le and I hope they can resolve that 
particular problem. 

One joint project u ndertaken by the Department of 
Urban Affairs and Government Services, I believe, wi l l  
p rove to be a winner for the Province of Manitoba, 
especia l ly  for the people adjoin ing  the Leg is lat ive 
Bui ld ing and that is the joint project I refer to as the 
redevelopment of Louis Riel Park. The p roject wil l  
e n h ance t hose l e g i s l at i ve g r o u n d s  and prov ide 
cont inu ity along the river. I have also talked to the 
M e m ber for Fort Rouge  ( M r. Carr )  who has had 
discussions and been involved in  this. I am sure this 
particular setting wi l l  generate more tourist t raffic and 
more interest for those groups holding ceremonies 
throughout these beautiful leg islative grounds that we 
have around us. 

To update you on the proposed redevelopment of 
this park, I wi l l  explain the process the two departments 
h ave g o n e  t h roug h .  I n  1 98 8 ,  G a b o u ry Associate 
Arch itects a long with UMA Associates were appointed 
as project consultants. Traffic stud ies were conducted 
in  August/September '88 to study the Assiniboine 
Avenue closure options. A Publ ic Advisory Committee 
was set up in November '88 to advise the consultants, 
and th is  committee i n c l uded the Man i toba Met is  
Federation, the Winn ipeg Chamber of  Commerce, the 
Manitoba Tourism Industry, the Naturalist Society, the 
Broadway-Ass i n i bo ine  resi dents ,  the  St .  Bon i face 
H istorical Society, and some landscape architects. 

There was also a Technical Advisory Committee set 
u p  cons ist i n g  of rep rese ntat ives f rom the two 
departments of the C ity of Winnipeg. A publ ic meeting 
was held in  February of this year to give the area 
residents a chance to look at and comment on the 
optional plans that were devised . At the present t ime, 
the committee is reviewing the information and wi l l  
devise a final concept plan which wil l  be recom mended 
to the Government very, very shortly. 

Final ly, in this Session, in closing, I wi l l  be introducing 
in  the House two important pieces of legislat ion.  A Bi l l  
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amend ing The City of Win nipeg Act wi l l  be presented 
in two separate Bi l ls ,  the first one deal ing with . the 
political and admin istrative structure of the City of 
Winn ipeg elections. The second Bi l l ,  to be introduced 
in the fall ,  will deal mainly with the planning and 
environmental sections of the Act. 

As I have said previously, the basic concept which 
wil l  be incorporated i n  the polit ical structure of the city 
wi l l  be issues l ike increasing the powers of the mayor 
and the Executive Pol icy Committee. The reason behind 
this concept is that the mayor and EPC should have 
probably greater powers. They wi l l  have to become 
more and more accountable to the people who elect 
them as civic representatives. In other words, the buck 
wi l l  stop there and the mayor and members of EPC 
cannot sit u nder (sic) the fence. They wi l l  have to make 
decisions and either s ink or swim on their decisions. 

As far as the election of civic representations is 
concerned, t here wil l be provision for election spending 
l i mits, we hope wi l l  be set, and on and on and on .  I 
wi l l  be reviewing my legislation as the Bi l l  comes forward 
and I know there are a lot of years that have gone into 

� different parts of the Act which should be brought before 
the Legislature. I wi l l  be doing that as the Minister. 

Also, I have to mention, for the Honourable Member 
for lnkster's (Mr. Lamoureux) information , I will be 
i ntroduci ng - as he is one my critics for Housing from 
Labour-to amend The Landlord and Tenant Act later 
in this Session.  The Honourable Member, as reported 
in the Winn ipeg Free Press of May 26, states the report 
was on the back burner. The report has never been 
on the back burner since I have taken office. A lot of 
recom m e n d a t i o n s  to t h e  report  are ready to be 
implemented. 

The Liberal Party would have us introduce legislation 
in piecemeal fashion and without consideration of every 
aspect of these amendments. My phi losophy is,  if you 
are going to do something worthwhi le, do it as well as 
you are capable of doing.  In other words, take t ime to 
study the possib le implications of the amendments and 
all possible legal ramifications as best as you can before 
you legislate them. It was mentioned earlier in the last 
Session that I would be br inging forward this legis lation 
in this Session.  

The Bi l l  my Government wil l  be introducing wil l  include 
a lot of housekeeping items, but wi l l  also deal with the 
condition reports and a major change in  the way 
d isputes are handled by the Rentalsman 's Office. The 
process which a tenant or a landlord must go t hrough, 
i f  they have a d ispute, wi l l  be shortened and should 
ult imately save the proponents of this d ispute much 
aggravation and the taxpayers of Manitoba money. 

Although the name is  a misnomer, a "housing court" 
will be proposed to l isten to appeals once the party 
or parties have gone through the regular process, which 
by the way has been streaml ined and shortened over 
the last year. This body or housing court wi l l  make 
decisions, will be f inal and binding to the parties 
involved . In this way we feel a lot of d isputes will be 
kept out of the courts which should help to cut down 
the backlog. 

I would l ike to say I am very proud of what our 
Government has accomplished in  the last year, and I 
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am very proud of the Throne Speech that was delivered 
to the residents of Manitoba by the Lieutenant-Governor 
(Mr. Johnson) on May 18 .  

(Mr. Speaker in  the  Chair. )  

M r. Speaker, my hope for  the people of Manitoba is  
that a l l  the elected representatives in  the H ouse wi l l  
work in  harmony and with the spirit of cooperation to 
make Manitoba a province that wi l l  be the envy of al l  
other provinces in Canada. As we have discussed many 
t imes, we are al l  proud to be part of th is legislation . 
There are only 57 of us representing the mi l l ion people 
in  this province and it is a pleasure to serve them. We 
might have our d isputes inside this room, but anyone 
real izes that when you get out of this room and you 
go to other tables that is where it should leave, in this 
room. I bel ieve that most pol it icians have that one 
thought in  mind.  
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A lot of t imes people wi l l  criticize polit icians, not 
real izing the efforts of both sides in  d isputes and both 
sides deal ing with legislat ion.  The people in Manitoba 
have a pride and a bel ief i n  our province or they would  
not  have spent the  recent $ 1 00 mi l lion buying Manitoba 
HydroBonds, so they are proud of our province. It  is 
up to us, as elected representatives, to make sure 
M anitoba will be economically sound,  opportunity rich 
and environmentally safe for the future generations. 

It  is a pleasure to have this opportunity to speak on 
this Throne Speech. I t  wi l l  be a pleasure to see it passed 
when we get to vote on it in the next couple of days. 
I look forward to carrying on my duties as a M inister 
and work ing with the present Government. Thank you 
again .  

Mr. Reg Alcock (Osborne): Mr. Speaker, I would l i ke 
to start I th ink today by welcoming you back. It is my 
first opportunity to speak in  the House. I had a wonderful 
t ime with you last Session and this one promises to 
be equally pleasurable. I would l ike to take a minute 
to c o n g r a t u l at e  t h e  new Deputy Speaker  ( M r. 
Chornopyski) .  I th ink the former Deputy S peaker did 
an admirable job and I know this one wi l l  too. I would 
also l ike to note the presence of the new Pages. Already 
I am gett ing to know them and I th ink that they wi l l  
be a pleasure to work with .  

I would l ike to note we have a new House Leader 
( M r. Ashton) for the third Party. The former House 
Leader for the third Party was extremely helpful to me. 
He t a u g h t  m e  a l o t .  He i s  a very exper ienced 
parl iamentarian and I f ind the new one equal ly good 
to work with.  

M r. Speaker, I would even l ike to congratulate the 
new M i nisters opposite. I think the new Minister for 
Labour and the Status of Women ( M rs. Hammond), 
while I suspect that she and I are very different politically, 
I nonetheless am a respecter of hard work and she fits 
that bil l i n  every way. I also want to welcome to the 
Cabinet the Member for Lakeside ( M r. H arry Enns). 
There is no substitute for experience and I th ink he 
wi l l  be a badly needed addition to that Cabinet. 

M r. Speaker, I l istened with some interest to the 
M in ister of Urban Affairs' (Mr. Ducharme) remarks and 
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I would l ike to tel l h im and other Members of the H ouse 
that I am not going to vote against this Throne Speech. 
When I read this Throne Speech,  I do not f ind anything 
i n  here offensive. I do not f ind anything in  here that I 
th ink is worthy of being tossed out of this House. This 
speech speaks of  l ay i n g  a fou n d at i o n ,  creat i n g  
opportunity, o f  protecting the environment, o f  enhancing 
rural development, servicing the North. It  talks about 
u rban affairs, cultural affai rs,  health care, education. 

It  talks about al l  sorts of principles that I bel ieve in  
and that I support and Members on th is  side would 
support, but I am going to vote for an amendment that 
expresses our lack of confidence in  this Government. 
I want Members on that side of the House to know 
that I am going to vote against you because I bel ieve 
t h i s  is an extremely  bad G o ve r n m e n t .  T h i s  is a 
Government that has no vision, no sense of where it  
is going, no concept of what this province can or could 
become. 

This is a Government, M r. Speaker, that lurches from 
crisis to crisis, that appears to be run by one ind ividual 
sitting opposite, that has no sense of how to control 
a n  organ izat i o n  as c o m p lex as t h e  P rov ince of 
Manitoba. I have to ask myself as I sit here and I watch 
the Members opposite operate, why are they here? 
What purpose are they attempting to fulfi l l ?  What goal 
have they set for themselves that wi l l  somehow make 
l i fe in this province better? I am afraid I do not see 
that. 

Let me spend a l itt le time on the Throne Speech. 
The first section I particularly like, the one that they 
entit led " Laying the foundat ion" because it begins with 
a statement that Manitoba's Government is back under 
control . "Over the past year my Government has 
repriorized spending and reorganized Government to 
provide more effect ive and respons ive service to 
M anitobans." They go on to talk about putt ing the 
financial house i n  order. 

You know, M r. Speaker, the M inister of Finance ( M r. 
Manness) is remin iscent of the rainmen and shamans 
of old,  who would walk around every t ime there was 
a cloud claiming that it  was raining because of his acts, 
or that when there was an ecl ipse of the sun, that he 
caused it .  There is nothing i n  the actions that th is 
Government  h as taken that has strea m l i ned 
Government, that has  done anything to control some 
of the abuses in  the past, nothing at all .  This has been 
a laissez-faire, do-nothing G overnment. 

M r. Speaker, I want to just reference one q uote. I 
am not going to speak on matters f inancial because 
we have a Budget coming,  and I will wait unt i l  then to 
address it. I have too much to say on this,  but I do 
want to call your attention to one thing in this Speech.  
They say here, and they quote: "The Conference Board 
of  Canada p red icts  that ,  w i t h  one of  t h e  l owest 
unemployment rates in Canada,  real growth in  Manitoba 
wil l reach 4 percent in  1 989." They say that in  this 
Throne Speech.  

If  that were true,  that would make me feel very good 
because I have been terribly afraid of what is coming 
in  th is province. I have spoken about th is many t imes 
in the past year. We are about to face an economic 
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downturn l ike we have not seen for the last six or eight 
years, and it wi l l  impact very negatively on a great 
many Manitobans. So when I read something l i ke that 
I say, wel l ,  that is good news, that runs counter to some 
of the news that I have. Except , when I go back and 
I search the source, what I find is that Conference Board 
Report is four to six months out of date. 

M r. Speaker, let me quote the Director of Forecasting 
for the Conference Board who said in  response to the 
release of this report or the announcement of this report 
that not only was it out of date, but that the risk of 
recession is much higher than six months ago when 
that forecast was made because of the increase in 
interest rates, tax increases and the lack of spending 
restraints in  the latest federal Budget. The next few 
months are critical, he told reporters, if the rates do 
not fall over the summer, a recession is l ikely. 

In order to avert a recession,  they are saying they 
need a double-d igit i ncrease in  the money supply and 
a d rop in  the interest rate to below 10 percent. Those 
are the forecasts that Mr. Wilson has made. Every one 
of them has proved to be false. Yet this Government 
relies on that information for their announcement on 
what they are going to do with our economy. 

It is interest ing,  as I walked in the room, I was handed 
a copy of a letter. I wrote to my constituents and asked 
them, after the federal Budget, I said ,  what has been 
the impact on your  income tax? I wrote to everybody 
who l ives in my area and asked them to go through 
their '87 and '88 income tax returns and write back 
to me and tell me. Are their taxes flat the way our 
M inister of Finance promised? Have the benefits of 
"tax reform" from the federal side flowed through to 
Manitobans? As I was walking in, I got this letter from 
one of my constituents who notes that - he is a school 
teacher who has just come back from deferred salary 
leave- his income from '86 to '88 has gone up :  9 
percent from '86 to '87, 5 . 1 percent from '87 to '88. 
H is  federal taxes have gone up 12 percent both those 
t imes and his provincial taxes went up 24 percent under 
t h e  N D P  G over n m e n t ,  24 perce n t ;  u nd e r  the  
Conservative G overnment ,  wh ich  a l lowed t h e  tax 
decreases to f low through, they only went up 23 percent. 
That is management, Mr. Speaker, that is this pro-active 
Government attempting to correct some of the abuses 
of the former Government. 

M r. S peaker, I want to talk a bit about the Min ister 
of Health (Mr. Orchard). The M in ister of Health ,  i n  his 
section of the Throne Speech-

An Honourable Member: Should have kept q u iet. 

Mr. Alcock: Yes, he should have. No, it would not have 
mattered , I would have done it anyway. 

The M i n ister of Health makes a statement on the 
h e a l t h  sect i o n  of t h i s  T h r o n e  Speech t h a t ,  " T h e  
M a n i toba H e a l t h  Advisory Network is  provi d i n g  a 
mechanism that permits the health services commun ity 
and Government to work as partners i n  the overall 
effort to reform and improve health services whi le 
ensuring that health costs are managed . "  

* ( 1 650) 



Wednesday, May 31,  1989 

It is a wonderful statement, Mr. Speaker. I could stand 
behind that myself. I think that the concept of the Health 
Advisory Network is a good one. I t  is  s imi lar to a 
proposal that we made during the election. When this 
announcement was first made, once we got into this 
House and the M i nister of Health (Mr. Orchard) asked 
for some time to get used to his new portfol io and to 
adjust to the changes, I felt that was a reasonable 
request. 

I felt  it is  a large and complex portfol io and he should 
have the t ime to learn what was going on, to assess 
the condit ions within the community and to come to 
some kind of reasoned decision about where the 
priorities should lie. When he announced this advisory 
network,  I thought, wel l  that is a reasonable way to do 
i t ,  bring everybody together. There are some incredible 
professionals in  the field . Talk  to them, discuss it ,  plan 
it  and then make your decisions about where you are 
going to place your money. 

On that basis, he told us they were not going to fund 
the reconstruction of the Mun icipal Hospital. I could 

� accept that decision if  he would  put al l  the projects on 
hold,  but h is need to consult the community d id not 
extend to  the const r u ct i o n  of  hosp i ta ls  in h i s  
constituency or  i n  t h e  constituencies o f  Tory Min isters. 
The need to consult did not extend to his priorities. 

Yesterday, M r. Speaker, the M i nister of Consumer 
and Corporate Affairs ( M r. Connery) talked about how 
u nder the former Government, it  was a real problem 
because they could never get h ighways into rural 
const i tuencies ,  that they wou l d  o n ly go i n to  N O P  
constituencies and h e  used t o  say how bad that was. 
Now that they are doing it  with health care faci l i ties 
and I think that is  d isgust ing.  I th ink what is going on 
i n  the Department of Health r ight now is  completely 
u n acceptab le .  There are 200-p lus pat ients at t h e  
M u n i c i pa l  H ospita l  who a r e  l iv i ng  i n  su bstandard 
condit ions, and th is  Government has sat for an entire 
year and al lowed that situation to get worse. 

We have an admittedly bright, energetic Minister, who 
prefers to spend his time combatting th is side of the 

• H ouse rather than d iscussing matters of policy, rather 
, than working in his department to improve the services. 

I th ink it  is t ime that changed. I do not th ink that we 
can afford more of this kind of management in health 
care. 

Mr. Speaker, it  is  i nterest ing when you go through 
th is Speech from the Throne. They talk in the section 
on justice, they talk here about Manitobans place 
tremendous value on the pace and qual ity of l i fe in our 
province. M anitoba is a place where respect for others 
and protection of the vulnerable are fundamental values. 
How does that statement stack up against the Min ister 
of Health 's  decision about Kl in ic? What health care 
faci l i ty in t h i s  p rovince serves a m o re v u l nerab le  
cl ientele? Yet there is another project that has simply 
been cut in  the name of plann ing, planning that does 
not seem to apply to the bui ld ing of a few new hospitals 
in  his area. 

The third one is Home Care. As a Member, I get calls 
from all sorts of constituents about all sorts of problems, 
and I will say that Home Care is not No. 1 on the l ist. 
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That particular place of honour is reserved for Workers 
Compensation. Home Care is No. 2 .  The number of 
seniors who cal l  me because their Home Care has been 
reduced , cut off, because they cannot get it, because 
they cannot access some very basic services that wi l l  
make their l i fe a l i tt le better and al low them to l ive 
independently a l ittle longer. and keep the f inancial 
pressure off the hospitals, the number who call me is 
absolutely astounding. 

This Min ister stands in  the House repeatedly and 
talks about the tremendous increases he has provided 
in  Home Care. Mr. Speaker, those increases, when you 
look at them, are min iscule compared to what they 
spent last year. The increases. print-to-print ,  appear 
large but the real ity is in  fact very small .  The reality is 
they are cutting back in Home Care. The reality i s  that 
people are staying longer in hospitals because they 
cannot access Home Care. That is the reality we face 
every day. 

What about justice? The Min ister for J ustice (Mr. 
Mccrae), the one who I presume was consulted when 
they talked about this thing about respecting others, 
and Man itobans placing value on the pace and quality 
of l ife. I s  this the same Minister of Justice who refuses 
to take action to protect our privacy, who is wi l l ing to 
hand over to the federal Government our confidential 
records without any kind of control, despite the fact 
of evidence that the monitoring systems with in  CSIS 
are not adequate? When we asked him that ,  and we 
asked him the question, we say we have a concern 
about this, we have a report that says that this is  not 
a good thing to do, does he say, I wi l l  look at that? 
Does he act l ike the Min ister for the Environment (Mr. 
Cummings) or the M inister for Agriculture ( M r. F indlay) 
or the M i nister for Government Services (Mr. Albert 
Driedger) who will sit back and say, wel l ,  that m ay be 
an important point, I will look at it ,  I will try to  f igure 
it out? 

No,  he begins to personally attack the person who 
asks the question. He begins to call the question si l ly. 
He derogates the individual who is attempting to raise 
the q uestion to the House. Is  that what he is  talking 
about when he talks about respect for others? Derogate, 
is  that the word? -(Interjection)- Denigrate. Thank you, 
my dear.- ( Interjection)- Not too bad, "derogate" works. 
Where is the respect in  that kind of attitude in th is 
H ouse? When does that Minister ever engage in  debate 
in  th is H ouse? He engages in i nsults continuously. 

The inconsistencies, M r. Speaker, it is very d ifficult 
to get a handle on how this Government works. On 
the one hand,  he says he is not  go ing to appoint judges, 
he is not going to respond to the concerns that are 
raised leg i t imately by our cr i t ic  and by t h e  legal  
community around the appointment of judges.  He is 
not going to respond to that because he is  awaiting a 
report, and yet he can appoint a couple before he gets 
the report. He is not going to respond to the q uestion 
of Q.C.s unt i l  he gets a report. Wel l ,  he can appoint 
15 of them but that is i rrelevant. 

M r. Speaker, on the environment, it is  fascinating to 
see the emphasis placed on the environment in this 
speech.  One has a sense that the Government stepped 
outside recently and d iscovered that there was one, 
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because this is a very different tone from what we heard 
six months ago. I l ike what they write in  here. I th ink 
it is good stuff. I just do not bel ieve it .  I do not believe 
that they mean it .  

H ow do I explain this rhetoric when I look at what 
they d i d  on Rafferty-A lameda ,  when t h ey to ld  us 
continuously that we were wrong and they were right, 
that we were fearmonger ing,  that we d id not know what 
was going on, and now all of a sudden they are magically 
reborn as environmentalists? We have this centre for 
sustainable rhetoric that has been promised over and 
over and over again by the federal and provincial 
Governments, with yet no product-oh,  I know we wil l  
see one. I know that they can put money into the 
supplemental Est imates federally to final ly provide us 
with what has been promised to us for a year now. The 
problem I have with this is the very clear impl ication 
in  our negotiations with the federal Government, on 
this and other projects, that i f  we do not please our 
federal masters, we somehow are going to be penalized 
f inancially. I th ink th is attempt on the part of the federal 
G overnment to b lackmai l  us  i nto support ing the i r  
constitutional image of Canada is simply unacceptable. 

They have al l  of sudden d iscovered the problem with 
the water quality for the City of Winn ipeg, the mine on 
the island in  the lake. I do not hear one word in  th is 
about the water q uality of Selk irk ,  Manitoba. Is  that 
l ike health care faci l i t ies that, well ,  we are going to fix 
up the water qual ity for the Conservatives, but that 
was an N OP-Liberal r id ing, so we wi l l  ignore that one? 
Is  that more of the same? Where is the commitment? 
Where is i t? I do not see it in here. 

I do  have a q uestion for them, M r. Speaker. I want 
t o  d escr i b e  a l i t t l e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  ex ist s  in my 
constituency, and we wi l l  see whether there is anything 
that u nderlies the words in  th is document. 

On Brandon Avenue, if you go south from here you 
come to Brandon Avenue, you turn left on Brandon 
Avenue, you go u p  a short street and you find something 
that looks l ike a bombed-out area. That is a snow
dumping site that is used by the City of Win nipeg to 
-( Interjection)- M r. Speaker, at the end of Brandon 
Avenue, there is  a site on the banks of the Red River 
that the city uses to dump snow. Now, it is a huge site 
and al l  winter long they collect snow off the streets of 
the city. They d rag it  out there and they pack it down 
on the shores of the river. I n  the wintert ime, the people 
who l ive on Brandon Avenue are subjected to heavy 
trucks going up and down their street all n ight long 
when they are attempting to sleep,  as are the rest of 
us.  
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In  the springtime, that site melts and we are left with 
a col lection of bottles, tin cans, garbage, plast ic bags 
and paper that b low al l  over the neighbourhood. As if  
that is not bad enough, we now have a sense of the 
damage that is being done by the concentration of 
salts and chemicals, and more recently a report released 
th is winter about the concentrat ion of lead in those 
sites. 

Now,  I ra ised t h i s  w i t h  sens i t ive ,  car i n g ,  
environmentally aware Govern ment last year. I said ,  I 
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know you cannot do something about it overnight but 
you control the l icensing under which these sites are 
establ ished , and you can provide some conditions in 
that l icence and put some pressure on the city to make 
a decision to move off that site in  a responsible period 
of t ime. You can hold that out as a condition of l icensing. 
This responsible environmentally aware Government 
refused to do it. They refused to act against the interests 
of the city as they refused to act on behalf of the people 
of Brandon when it affected the interests of business. 
I th ink the words that are in  this document are, while 
l ofty, essent ia l ly  m ea n i n g less in the hands of th is  
Government . 

M r. Speaker, I want to speak just briefly about the 
Manitoba lntercultural Counci l  and what is happening 
in  culture, heritage and rec. There is a process taking 
place both federally and now provincially whereby the 
Governments at both levels are acting to take out of 
the hands of legit imate community organizations, or 
legit imate consult ing organizations, responsibi l ity for 
funding. They are taking it  back into the hands of the 
polit icians. I think the actions of the M inister of Cultural 
Affairs ( M rs. Mitchelson) regard ing MIC is completely 
unforgivable. Here we have a community that has 
organized itself, that has come together, that has bui l t  
a structure that al lows it to act as a coordinator and 
l ink  with its community, and respecting that and using 
that vehicle, the Minister has chosen to weaken it and 
to step back from it. 

But let us just step back for a minute and talk just 
briefly about management . I want to focus on Family 
Services just for a moment. I wi l l  leave that for the 
Member for El l ice (Ms. G ray) to get into in  more detai l ,  
but I do want to know two things. I was out of town 
when the name was changed . Once again ,  I had this 
sense at that t ime of are they changing the name in 
an attempt to suggest that they are doing anything 
about the problems in  the department, or is it  s imply 
attempting to put a new face before the world so the 
old p r o b l e m s  can g o  on, because I see n o t h i n g  
happening internally to that department that does 
anything to improve services to people. 

What the organization did though was raise the 
quest ion about  who is manag ing the department ,  
because the M inister d id  not  even know that her Deputy 
was fi red . So, you have to ask yourself, who made the 
decision? Who is making the major decisions on behalf 
of the department? 

Hon. Charlotte Oleson (Minister of Family Services): 
Who told you that, Reg? 

Mr. Alcock: You and the Deputy. The M i nister asked 
who told me that. She was quoted as saying that very 
th ing and the Deputy also has confirmed that. 

Once again ,  M r. Speaker, the question is, where is 
the vision, what is the d i rection they are trying to bring 
that department i n ,  what are the improvements they 
want to bu i ld ,  what is it that they witnessed all the t ime 
they sat in  Opposit ion that they now want to correct? 
Or are they going to go on in that department they 
way they are in Health and just lurch from one crisis 
to another? 
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Mr. Speaker, let me just jump qu ickly on to U rban 
Affairs because, once again ,  we have an example of 
this k ind of random behaviour on the part of this 
Government. Why have they gone into a joint venture 
with Ladco? What purpose are they attempting to serve 
by doing that? Is there a housing shortage? Is there 
a need for more space? Is  the vacancy rate so low 
that people cannot find housing? 

Mr. James Carr (Fort Rouge): H ighest in  years. 

Mr. Alcock: The Member for Fort Rouge ( M r. Carr) 
says it is the h ighest in  years and that is true. We do 
not need the housing, Mr. Speaker. The existence of 
the housing puts more pressure on our core area which 
is already in  desperate need of people. We need policies 
that push people to use the exist ing city, not make the 
city bigger and drag people out of the core areas. 

What is this Government doing? What is this visionary 
new manager in Manitoba doing? They are sel l ing off 
assets all over the place randomly to their friends in  
opposition to any principle ,  planning,  thought .  There 
is  nothing that underlies these decisions that anyone 
can point at and say that Manitoba will be better off 
five years from now as a result of these decisions. There 
are all sorts of indications that Manitoba will be worse 
off as a result of these decisions. 

M r. Speaker, the attitude of this Govern ment I find 
most hard to accept is the attitude expressed by the 
M inister of Finance (Mr. Manness) during the meeting 
of the Committee on Economic Development. If  there 
is anyt h i n g  t hat sort  of crysta l izes t h e  way t h i s  
Government behaves when things are n o t  going its 
way, it is  the actions that Minister took along with his 
colleagues to get u p  and just walk out. I t  d oes not 
matter what the committee decides, does not matter 
what decision is made, we do not l ike it ,  we are taking 
the bal l  and going home. 

Everybody expects better than that  from the i r  
governors and  they do not  get it  from th is  arrogant, 
d isrespectful Government. The hypocrisy on that side 
of the House is absolutely astounding.  They speak in 
the Speech from the Throne about respect. They do 
not know the meaning of the word. 

What do t hey say, M r. Speaker, what does this 
Government say when they get questioned by our critics 
or by the Members of the th ird Party when they are 
q uestioned, as they were today by the Member for 
Brandon East (Mr. Leonard Evans), about patronage 
and about untendered contracts? Do they say, yes, we 
have a concern about that, we are taking steps to 
correct it? No, they say the NOP did it ,  i t  is okay, the 
NOP did it or they say Trudeau used to do i t  or Turner 
did it .  If it is wrong, it  is wrong. I t  does not matter who 
did it before. If it is wrong and it is sti l l  happening ,  do 
something about it ,  stop it .  

I am cognizant that the t ime is passing and I do want 
to just mention a couple of l ittle things for the M i nister 
of Education (Mr. Derkach). I want to talk a bit about 
the CNR,  and I want to talk to the Min ister of Justice 
(Mr. Mccrae) just briefly. 

An Honourable Member: You already cleaned up on 
me. 
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Mr. Alcock: I wi l l  come back to you in just a second 
there, Sparky. 

The first is that down in my constituency we have a 
number of schools. Now we have an elementary school 
called Lord Roberts, which is a particularly high quality 
school . I t  has a very good program for handicapped 
chi ldren.  It  is part of the Government's attempt, long
standing - i n  fact, it was a pol icy introduced by the 
former  G over n m e n t  t o  m a i n stream h a n d icapped 
chi ldren and to allow them to bui ld relationships within 
a normal school setting.  The program at Lord Roberts 
has been extremely successful .  

* ( 1 7 1 0) 

The problem we face right now, M r. Speaker, is that 
the chi ldren at Lord Roberts are now reaching an age 
where they are graduating,  and t hey cannot go with 
their peers to Church i l l  High School because Churchi l l  
H i g h  Schoo l  is not  whee l c h a i r  access i b le .  The 
renovations to the high school are relatively inexpensive. 
The money is avai lable through the Education Finance 
Board . All i t  takes now is some assistance from the 
G overnment to see that project is priorized . I have 
spoken to the Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach) about 
it  and I would urge the Government to move on behalf 
of that project immediately. 

The second thing I want to talk about is ,  I got a letter 
from the CNR just the other day and I am gett ing real 
t i red of the CNR.  The CNR Fort Rouge Yards sit right 
i n  the middle of my constituency. Last year, when I 
spoke in the House, I spoke about how they stored 
dangerous goods in that yard. They stored gases and 
chemicals and explosives, not for a long period of t ime, 
just for 48 hours but they store them there. We had 
an i ncident last year where a tanker car was leaking 
and we have a record of a whole series of i ncidents 
in  that yard. 

We appealed to the Government last year and we 
appealed to the CNR to work to put a berm in place 
that would provide some measure of protection between 
the rail yard and the people who l ive within a few 
hundred yards of those tracks. We have such a berm 
in the Premier's (Mr. Fi lmon) r id ing.  We have such 
separat ions  in the M i n ister of  Urban  Affa irs '  ( M r. 
Ducharme) r id ing.  I th ink it is r ight that when such a 
dangerous situation exists we get one immediately. 

An Honourable Member: That is where those housing 
projects are. 

Mr. Alcock: That is exactly where those housing 
projects are. 

There is another thing that goes on in  the community. 
There are literally hundreds of people in  my r iding who 
work on Neighbourhood Watch Programs, and they do 
it because they believe in  something called crime 
prevention. 

Mr. Mccrae: It is a fine program. 

Mr. Alcock: The Min ister of Justice ( M r. Mccrae) says 
it is a f ine program and I suspect he uses the language 
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of crime prevention. It  is odd to me that it is absent 
from the speech. I t  is odd to me that al l  the emphasis 
on crime prevention that th is  Government theorizes 
about does not get reflected in action at any level.  

-( Interjection)- M r. Speaker, the M in ister of J ustice-
1 cannot let this go. The Minister of Justice (Mr. Mccrae) 
talks with some pride about the night he was out at 
the un iversity ward speaking on crime prevention. He 
was there because I set it up .  I am the one who saw 
that he was invited to that. You took no action on it ;  
I am the one who d id  it .  I think you should be proud. 
I think you should be out a lot more often at those 
events. I th ink it is t ime you did something about it .  
Curb your dog. It  is okay, the people who organized 
it, J im,  knows. 

I do want to raise another concern - I  referenced it 
earl ier-and that is a very serious problem that exists 
at the Workers Compensat ion Board . That is not a new 
problem. I t  is a problem that this Govern ment, when 
they were in  Opposition, dealt with. There was a concern 
that was raised over and over and over again but I 
can tell you that after an ent ire year of wait ing the 
situation at the Workers Compensation Board is l itt le 
improved. If  there is any constituent call that I get, 
chances are it is that one. They outnumber any other 
calls  that I get. I f  there is any problem that stands out 
i n  my mind that I deal with on a daily basis, it is  Workers 
Compensation cases. People cannot access money, they 
get cut off arbitrari ly. They cannot get any k ind of 
recourse or any sort of appeal in a t imely fashion. People 
are going broke, they are losing their houses, they are 
being seriously financially b urdened because of the 
incompetence of the way that organization is organized. 

Now I know the new Minister has taken that as a 
priority and I have spoken to h im about it .  If there is 
any area this Government could focus on that would 
prov ide i m m ed iate i m provement  t o  some very 
vulnerable people, if  i t  believes in  what it  says here 
about respecting vulnerable people, this is an area that 
it could move on quickly and produce some very defin ite 
good in a very timely fashion.  

M r. Speaker, I s imply want to c lose by saying once 
again that I am going to vote for the motion. I am going 
to vote against this Government because I do not 
bel ieve that this Government has anyth ing to offer th is 
province. After one year, one-quarter of a normal 
mandate, they have not done anything to improve the 
q uality of l ife to people in  th is province, not one th ing.  

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (St . Johns): I appreciate th is 
opportun ity to participate in  the debate on the Speech 
from the Throne and I must say, Mr. Speaker, that I 
participate out of a g reat deal of concern and a great 
sense of unease. The Throne Speech, as we all know, 
ought to be a significant document. The ensuing debate 
ought to be meaningful exchange, and the current 
minority Government situat ion ought to have created 
an opportunity for cooperat ion from all Members of 
th is House, on all sides of th is H ouse, to produce some 
meaningful exchange and some meaningful results. 
Instead what has, by and large, developed among the 
Conservatives on my left and the Liberals on my right 
is an orgy of i nfatuation with power. A lust -
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Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!  

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable Member 
for St. Johns has the floor. 

Ms . Wasylycia-Leis: The M i n ister of Healt h ( M r. 
Orchard) has made reference to this place being a day 
care. It is a term that has been used by the L iberal 
Leader (Mrs. Carstairs). The Leader of the L iberal 
Opposition has suggested this place is a day care. Wel l ,  
M r. -

A n  Honourable Member: No, no, that i s  her caucus. 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: Her caucus. Let us get th is straight 
for the record, M r. Speaker. It has been suggested by 
many in this House that this place has become an adult 
day care. It has been suggested by the Leader of the 
Liberal Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs) that her caucus is 
often fal l ing to the behaviour of a day care. Well ,  I think 
that is not a fair comment about the state of any day 
care in this province, because I th ink the behaviour in  
th is House is far  below any activity that we have seen 
anywhere in  any day care in th is province. 

* ( 1 720) 

I was saying,  M r. Speaker, that what we have seen 
in this H ouse from the two polit ical Parties on my left 
and on my right is an orgy of infatuation with pol it ical 
power, a lust for power, a power grab between the 
Conservatives and the  L i berals of u n p recedented 
proportions, a pol it ical game that has overshadowed 
all attempts to deal with substantive matters, with real 
concerns, with visions for the future. I cannot th ink of 
any other  recen t  example ,  so early i n  a m i nor i ty  
Government situation, where the legislative debate, 
where the po l i t ical  commentary, where the med ia  
coverage has been so preoccupied w i th  the pol it ical 
games and power plays of this Legislature and so 
un interested in  the benefits of cooperat ing to do what 
is best for M anitobans. 

It  comes as no surprise to see that k ind of orgy of 
i n fat u a t i o n  w i t h  p o l i t ica l  power com i n g  f rom t he � 
Conservative benches. We expected it .  We expected 
it, we have seen this Government operate for a year 
on the basis of t imid ity, on the basis of caution, on the 
basis of doing nothing, founded out of this fear of being 
defeated and los ing  that p o l i t ical power. But, M r. 
Speaker, we did not expect to see it so early among 
the Liberal benches. The speed by which the Liberals 
have shown the i r  t rue mot ives h ave appeared so 
transparent, so blatantly opportun istic, so power hungry, 
has al l  caught us a bit by surprise. One would have 
thought that their recent arrival on the polit ical scene 
would have brought some fresh new approaches to 
pol itics. One would have thought that they would not 
h ave become so i nvo lved i n  the  games ,  i n  t h e  
backbiting,  in t h e  guttersniping,  i n  t h e  personal attacks 
that we have seen in  the last num ber of days since 
th is new Session opened . 

M r. Speaker, we have seen it on a dai ly basis. We 
saw it the other day from the Member for St. James 
(Mr. Edwards) who had the gall to stand up and suggest 
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that he personally would have no respect for voters in  
this p rovince if they woul d  choose to vote NDP in  the 
next election. Wel l ,  I can appreciate a personal attack 
on me. I can understand i t  and I will accept it, but for 
the Member for St. James or any Member of that Liberal 
side to decide that they have no respect for voters in 
th is p rovince because they make a choice in terms of 
what is best for them is absolutely repugnant. 

F inal ly, Mr. Speaker, one would not have thought that 
they, the Liberals to my right, would have had the gall 
to come to us and suggest that th is Conservative 
Government, albeit bad and albeit a terr ible Throne 
Speech, should be defeated on the basis of a do-nothing 
approach and present us with a do-nothing platform 
themselves. To have not presented anything more than 
a few general statements in a press release that has 
nothing of substance, that has shown no vision, it was 
interesting to fol low the Member for Osborne (Mr. 
Alcock) and to hear h im crit icize the Conservatives for 
lack of vision when he has not, and his Leader has 
not, come forward with a p latform, come forward with 
a program. We have seen their position on pay equity, 
they are the same; we have seen their positions on day 
care, they are the same; we h ave seen their positions 
on the environment, they are the same. 

The real question is, Mr. Speaker, in these few minutes 
before a motion on the part of the Liberal Opposit ion-

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. I am sure al l  H onourable 
Members would want to g ive the opportun ity to the 
Member for St. Johns, to get her remarks on the record. 
The Honourable Member for St. Johns. 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: The real question, M r. Speaker, 
i n  these few m i n utes before t h i s  vote on t h i s  
i rrespo n s i b l e  m o t i o n  o n  t h e  part  of  t h e  L i bera l  
Opposit ion,  the real q uestion is,  why shou ld  the New 
Democratic  Party support the pol i t ica l ly  bankrupt  
L i bera ls  t o  d efeat a d o - n ot h i n g  Conservat ive 
Government and risk elect ing a Liberal Government 
that is as right-wing as the Conservatives on many 
issues, that is as self-centred and self-serving as the 
Conservatives, that has shown no commitment to a 
true progressive and democratic process in Manitoba? 

Let me ask a q uestion of the Members in  this House, 
through you , Mr. Speaker, if Members in  this House 
can tell me the d ifference between these two statements 
on day care. Let me read , such and such a party has 
stated that we will a l low the parent subsidy to go with 
the chi ld to the day care that parents deem most 
appropriate to meet their needs. Let us compare that 
with , if publ ic day care spaces are not available and 
if that child qualifies for public subsidy, then the subsidy 
flows with the child to a private day care space unti l  
such t ime as a publ ic space is available. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, can you tel l  the d ifference? Can you tell the 
d ifference? No. The first one is the Premier (Mr. Fi lmon) 
of this province, and the second one is Liberal pol icy 
coming out of a letter from the Member for Seven Oaks 
(Mr. Minenko). There is  no d ifference, Mr. Speaker. 

We have example after example. Let us look at the 
Home Care issue. We have heard questions today in 
the House from Mem bers of the Liberal side about 
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Home Care, yet we know that their position is clearly 
not much different from the Conservatives in  this House. 
They talk about a means test , a user fee. They talk 
about having the senior citizens in  the North End of 
Winn ipeg reveal al l  their f inancial situation so that they 
can assess whether  o r  n ot that  i n d iv i d u a l ,  t hat 
community is  entitled to home care, no d ifferent from 
the Conservative Government who has decided to end 
a number of support services to seniors and d isabled 
people in  the North End. 

There really is no d ifference in  these two political 
Parties. When it comes to the economy, when it comes 
to the cr i t ical  i ssues faci ng us now pertai n i n g  to 
employment, pertaining to growing poverty, pertaining 
to training programs, there is no difference. Mr. Speaker, 
let me give you an example in the last couple of 
moments before my t i m e  runs  out .  Compare the 
Conservatives of  1 988 wi th  the Liberals of  1 978 and 
see the d i fference when i t  comes to  emp loyment 
strategy and economic policy. 

Back in  1 978, the Liberal Employment M inister, Bud 
Cul len said, I suppose one could make statist ics prove 
anything,  but the unemployment rate for men , 25 years 
of age and over, and I suggest with respect, that these 
are b readwin ners d r o p p e d .  N ow c o m p are that . 
( lnterjection)- I am talking too  fast. Compare that with 
the statement by the Member for River East (Mrs. 
M itchelson), the Conservative Member in  1 988 when 
she said that there are people who choose to put their 
ch i ldren in  day care space and have them looked after, 
but they might be out there working,  not necessarily 
because they have to, i t  is for the l itt le extra th ings 
that they want. 

M r. Speaker, is there a difference? No, there is no 
d ifference. Seeing as t ime is running out at this part 
in the debate on the Speech from the Throne, let me 
say that what is  crit ical here is for al l  of us to remember 
why we got elected, why the people put faith in  us. 

Mr. Speaker, some of us enter politics not for a power 
grab, not for polit ical opportunism, but because we 
h ave to do something for the people of Manitoba, and 
I suggest to you , to all Mem bers of the House through 
you, M r. Speaker, that what this H ouse requ ires on all 
sides of the Legislature is  not pol itical opportunism but 
pol itical courage. To quote from an individual who has 
spoken on this, by the name of Madeleine Kunin from 
Vermont government, she said, " Polit ical courage stems 
from a number of sources- anger, pain ,  love, hate. We 
should all feel it ,  anger at a world which rushes towards  
sabre-ratt l ing displays of  power; pain at  a world which 
ignores the suffering of its homeless, its elderly, its 
chi ldren; hatred towards the injustice which occurs daily, 
as the strong overpower the weak, and love for the 
d ream of peace on earth ."  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Some Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

* ( 1 730) 

Mr. Speaker: I n  accordance with Rule 35(3), I am 
interrupting the proceed ings to put the question on the 
amendment to the House. 

The question before the House is  the amendment 
m oved by the H o n o u rab le  Leade r  of the Offi c i a l  
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Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs), to the proposed motion of 
t h e  H on o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  for  La Verend rye ( M r. 
Pankratz), for an address to His Honour, the Lieutenant
Governor. 

Do you wish the amend ment read? 

Some Honourable Members: Yes. 

Mr. Speaker: But this H ouse regrets that :  

1 .  this Government has ignored the need for 
employment opportunit ies at a time when our 
u nemployment rate is above the national 
average; 

2 .  this Government has sold Maniar without 
adequate concern for the environment, Treaty 
r ights or employment opportunit ies for our 
aboriginal peoples and Northerners; 

3. t h i s  G overn m e n t  h as for too l o n g  been 
apologetic for  the federal G overnment and is 
therefore incapable of achieving fairness and 
equity for Manitoba and Manitobans; 

4. this Government has failed to stimulate the 
economy of our province with the results that 
housing starts, retai l  expenditures are down 
w h i le u n e m p l oyment ,  i n terest rates a n d  
i nflation are up ;  

5 .  th is  Government has  failed to provide new 
d irectives for our health care system; 

6.  th is Government has ignored the needs of 
rural Manitobans, including the need for rural 
d iversificat ion;  and 

7 .  this Government has thereby lost the trust 
and confidence of the people of M anitoba. 

Mr. Speaker: Is it  the pleasure of the H ouse to adopt 
the amendment? Those i n  favou r  of the amendment 
wi l l  p lease say yea. Those opposed wi l l  please say nay. 
In my opinion, the nays have it .  

Order, please. The Honourable Opposition House 
Leader. 
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Mr. Reg Alcock (Opposition House Leader): Yeas and 
Nays, M r. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Call in the Members. 

The q uestion before the House is  the amendment 
m oved b y  the H on o u r a b l e  Leade r  of  the Off ic ia l  
Opposition to the  proposed motion of  the  Honourable 
Member for La Verendrye for an address to H is H onour 
the Lieutenant-Governor. 

* ( 1 750) 

A STANDING VOTE was taken , the result being as 
fol lows: 

YEAS 

Alcock, Angus, Carr, Carstairs, Charles, Cheema, 
Chornopyski ,  Driedger (N iakwa), Edwards, Evans ( Fort 
Garry), Gaudry, Gray, Kozak, Lamoureux, Mandrake, 
M inenko, Patterson ,  Roch, Rose, Taylor, Yeo. 

NAYS 

B u rrel l ,  Connery, C u m m i ngs ,  Derkach , Downey, 
Driedger ( Emerson), Ducharme, Enns, Ernst, Fi lmon, 
F indlay, G i l leshammer, Hammond, Helwer, Manness, 
M c c rae,  M i tche lson ,  Neufe l d ,  O leson ,  Orchard ,  
Pankratz, Penner, Praznik ,  Ashton, Cowan, Doer, Evans 
(Brandon East), Harapiak, Harper, Hemphi l l ,  Maloway, 
Plohman, Storie, Urusk i ,  Wasylycia-Leis. 

Mr. Clerk (William Remnant): Yeas, 2 1 ;  Nays, 35. 

Mr. Speaker: I declare the amendment lost. 

Hon. James Mccrae (Government House Leader): 
M r. Speaker, I move, seconded by the Honourable 
M inister of Finance ( M r. Manness), that the H ouse do 
now adjourn.  

MOTION presented and carried a n d  the H o u se 
ad journed  a n d  s tands  ad journed u nt i l  1 :30  p . m .  
tomorrow (Thursday). 




