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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Monday, December 12, 1994 

The House met at 1:30 p.m. 

PRAYERS 

ROUTTNEPROCEEDINGS 

PRESENTING PETITIONS 

Physical Education in Schools 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, 
I beg to pesent the petition of Kathleen Matwee, 
Bernie MOOIC, Colleen Budzinski and others 
mging the Minister responsible for Education (Mr. 
Manness) to consider reinstating physical 
education as a compulsory core subject area. 

READING AND RECEMNG PETITIONS 

Physical Education in Schools 

Mr. Speaker: I have reviewed the petition of the 
hoo.ourable member (Mr.l.amJureux). It complies 
with the privileges and the practices of this House 
and complies with the rules. Is it the will of the 
House to have the petition read? 

Some Honourable Members: Dispense. 

Mr. Speaker: Dispense. 

The petition of the undersigned residents of the 
province of Manitoba humbly sheweth: 

THAT in July 1994, the Minister of Education 
introduced an action plan entitled Renewing 
Education: New Directions; 

THAT this report will make physical education 
an optional course in Grades 9 to 12; 

THAT the physical education curriculum 
should be regularly reviewed to ensure that it 
meets the needs of students; 

THAT the government is failing to recognize 
the benefits of physical education such as 
improved physical fitness, more active lifestyles, 

health promotion, self-discipline, skill 
development, stress reduction, strengthened peer 
relationships, weight regulation, stronger bones, 
reduced risk of health diseases and improved 
self-confidence. 

WHEREFORE your petitioners humbly pray 
that the Legislative Assembly urge the Minister 
responsible for Education to consider reinstating 
physical education as a compulsory core subject 
area. 

Rent Hike Cancellation 

Mr. Speaker: I have reviewed the petition of the 
hoo.ourable member (Mr. Martindale). It complies 
with the privileges and the practices of this House 
and complies with the rules. Is it the will of the 
House to have the petition read? The Oerk will 
read. 

Mr. Qerk (W"illiam Remnant): The petition of 
the undersigned citizens of the province of 
Manitoba humbly sheweth that: 

WHEREAS thousands of Manitobans depend 
upm. public housing as affordable housing geared 
to their income for themselves and their families; 
and 

WHEREAS these units are particularly 
important for low income seniors and single 
parents; and 

WHEREAS the provincial government upon the 
request of the federal govemment has increased 
without notice the rent payable for tenants; and 

WHEREAS the provincial government has also 
art property tax credit of these tenants resulting in 
a fmther rent increase amounting to a total 
increase as n:uch as 17 percent for some tenants; 
and 

WHEREAS the fi:deral govenmr.nt has failed to 
provide any funding for new public housing; and 
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WHEREAS seniors and other Manitobans oo 
mxlest iocon:r=s have already had their standard of 
living reduced by the erosioo of Pharmacare, the 
increase in nursing home rates and the cuts to 
home care; 

WHEREFORE your petitioners humbly pray 
that the Legislative Assembly request the Minister 
responsible for Housing (Mrs. Mcintosh) to 
coosider caooe11ing the Iecent unilateral rent hikes. 

TABLING OF REPORTS 

Hoo. James McCrae (Minister of Health): Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to table the 1993194 Annual 
Report for Manitoba Health. 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister ~ 
Government Services): Mr. Speaker, I have the 
pleasure of tabling the 1993-94 Annual Report for 
Government Services, the '94 Annual Report for 
Fleet Vehicles and the '94 Annual Report for 
Materials Distribution. 

Hon. Rosemary Vodrey (Minister of Justice 
and Attorney General): Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to table the Annual Report 1992-93 for 
the Women's Directorate. 

Hon. James Downey (Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Tourism): Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to table the reports of the Manitoba Development 
Corporation for 1993 and 1994. 

• (1335) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Billll-The Cattle Producers Association 
Amendment Act 

Hon. Harry Enns (Minister of Agriculture): 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to move, seconded by 
the honourable Minister of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism (Mr. Downey), that leave be given to 
introduce Billll, The Cattle Producers Associa
tion Amendment Act (Loi modifiant la Loi sur 
l'Association des CJ.eveurs de betail), and that the 
same be now received and read a first time. 

Motion presented. 

Mr. Enns: Mr. Speaker, just a few comments at 
first reading. This bill essentially enables the 
cattle producers of Manitoba to better organize 
their affairs, and it strengthens the check-off 
legislation that they are currently operating under. 

As well, on occasion there are still some bad 
actors on the cattle scene where cattle producers, 
while not facing the rustling of yesteryear, are 
nonetheless left holding the bag when a vendor 
goes broke or does something else. 

This would enable the cattle producers to better 
fund their own business by topping off the 
bonding requirements cunently in place in the 
province. 

I am advised that the cattle producers are 
anxiously awaiting these amendments and look 
forward to making them law when next we meet 

Motion agreed to. 

Bill 12-The Development Corporation 
Amendment Act 

Hon. James Downey (Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Tourism): Mr. Speaker, I move, 
seconded by the minister of food and fibre, 
otherwise known as the Minister of Agriculture 
(Mr. Ems), that leave be given to introduce Bill 
12, The Development Corporation Amendment 
Act (Loi modifiant Ia Loi sur Ia Soc~te de 
developpement), and that the same be now 
received and read a first time. 

Motion presented. 

Mr. Downey: Mr. Speaker, just a brief 
explanation. This is mainly a housekeeping bill 
which will further add to the efficient operation of 
the Manitoba Development Corporation, coming 
into line with some of the practices that are being 
carried out, and as this government has continually 
done, bring more efficiency to all operations of 
govermnent 

-
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Motion agreed to. 

Bill 13-The Mines and Minerals 
Amendment Act 

Hon. Donald Orchard (Minister of Energy and 
Mines): Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
Minister of Education (Mr. Manness), that leave 
be given to introduce Bill 13, The Mines and 
Minerals Amendment Act; Loi modifiant Ia Loi 
sur les nines et les min6raux, and that the same be 
now received and read a first time. 

Motion presented. 

Mr. Orchard: Mr. Speaker, as all members will 
recall, two sessims ago, we passed the new Mines 
and Minerals Act which brought the principles of 
sustainable development into the mines and 
minerals production industry of the province of 
Manitoba. 

In the comse of passing that new legislation, a 
number of minor amendments were noted that are 
being proposed in this bill. 

As well as with recent significant activity in 
tcm1s of claim staking for the search for diamonds 
in the province of Manitoba, there needs 
clarification around the staking of mineral claims 
below the smface of the ground on property that 
may well have been staked for the purpose of 
aggregate extraction so that we do not have any 
disappointment in terms of staking of a deep 
mineral and diamond potential beneath known 
quany lands. 

Motion agreed to. 

* (1340) 

Bill 212-The Child and Family Services 
Amendment Act (2) 

Mr. Doug Martindale (Burrows): Mr. Speaker, 
I move, seconded by the member for Wellington 
(Ms. Barrett), that leave be given to introduce Bill 
212, The Oilld and Family Services Amendment 
Act (2); Loi no 2 modifllUlt Ia Loi sur les services 

ll'cnfant et lla famille, and that the same be now 
received and read a first time. 

Motion presented. 

Mr. Martindale: Mr. Speaker, the purport of my 
bill is to do that which the government refuses to 
do, namely to require the Oilldren's Advocate to 
report to the Legislative Assembly, instead of the 
Minister of Family Services (Mr. Gilleshammer). 

Motion agreed to. 

Bill 214-The Residential Tenancies 
Amendment Act 

Mr. Conrad Santos (Broadway): Mr. Speaker, 
I move, seconded by the honourable member for 
Selkirk (Mr. Dewar), that leave be given to 
introduce Bill 214, The Residential Tenancies 
Amendment Act; Loi modifiant Ia Loi sur Ia 
locationl usage d'habitation, and that the same be 
now received and read a first time. 

Motion presented. 

Mr. Santos: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this 
legislation is to remedy an unfair situation when 
unforeseen events happen that lead to undesirable 
cmsequences. The purpose of this bill is to allow 
senior citizens who are tenants of public housing 
who have been paneled and therefore cannot get 
back to the apartment but yet get charged for the 
rent-this is an unfair situation and a fair 
government cannot tolerate this to happen. 

Motion agreed to. 

Introduction of Guests 

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, may I 
direct the attention of honourable members to the 
gallCIY, where we have with us this afternoon from 
The Maples School 30 English language students 
under the direction of Mr. Murray Goldenberg and 
Mrs. Liisa Schell. This school is located in the 
constituency of the honourable member for The 
Maples (Mr. Kowalski). 
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From the Daniel Mcintyre Collegiate, we have 
seventeen Grade 11 students under the direction of 
Mrs. Baker. This school is located in the 
constituency of the honourable member for 
Wellington (Ms. Barrett). 

From the Kelvin High School, we have twenty
five Grade 11 students under the direction of Mr. 
John Durlwn. This school is located in the 
constituency of the honourable member for 
Crescentwood (Ms. Gray). 

On behalf of all honourable members, I would 
like to welcome you here this afternoon. 

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD 

Kenaston Underpass 
Environmental Review 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Opposition): 
Mr. Speaker, my question is to the First Minister. 

Allegedly, one of the good ideas that came out 
of the pre-budget consultation sessions last year 
was the Kmaston underpass, a project that all 
three levels of government have approved, some 
$29.6 million for the underpass portion of the 
project. 

We have had a number of concems about this 
project, the amount of money and the merit of this 
project, and the process under which this project 
will be approved since we have heard its 
announcement last year and have asked questions 
in the Chamber. 

We have been concerned about the process of 
approving this project, both in terms of the cost 
benefit and in terms of the environmental process. 
The original document indicates that there would 
be public participation and a review of the 
environmental process and that this would be 
completed by December 31, 1994. 

I would like to ask the Premier, how will the 
public be involved in the environmental licensing 
process through both the federal and provincial 
governments? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, I 
just want to ensure that the member opposite 
knows that first and foremost, that is a project that 
was approved and agreed to by the federal Liberal 
govenmmt, by the City of Winnipeg government, 
and through the allocations committee that has 
been set up by the Minister of Finance (Mr. 
Stefanson), who is the lead minister from the 
provincial government. 

That allocations committee includes 
membership from the Manitoba Association of 
Urban Municipalities, Union of Manitoba 
Municipalities and public leaders throughout 
Manitoba, and,~. that project was put on the list 
of priority projects. It is the No. 1 priority for a 
grade separation in the city of Winnipeg and, as 
such, was one of the projects that was 
rec()llllllC".t1C 

Alaog with it, of course, there will be a four
lane divided Kenaston that will go all the way 
from Wilkes to Scurfield Boulevaro. If the 
member has ever travelled that, he will know that 
it is a stretch of road that is subject to many, many 
accidents, a stretch of road that is really quite 
dangerous in its current circumstances and has 
been the subject of demands for a four-lane 
expansion for quite some time. 

• (1345) 

Mr. Speaker, the underpass will be subject to 
the normal review process that is provided for 
under The City of Winnipeg Act in terms of 
cnviu em mtal review and also in terms of our own 
process, and that decision as to what type of 
environmental assessment and review it will 
undergo will be forthcoming from, I believe-and 
I do not have the Minister of Environment (Mr. 
Onnmings) here, but I believe the act calls for a 
review by the director and recommendation as to 
what type of public involvement is required for 
such a project. 

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, the federal government, 
in a document signed by the Westem 
Diversifi.catioo. branch, has said, in conclusion, the 
K.enaston Boulevaro underpass project has been 

-
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saeeoed, and a public review of the project is not 
cmsidered desirable. As such, the project may be 
approved. 

The provincial Ministry of :Environment had a 
recommendation from the City of Winnipeg to 
have an mvim "' nuaJ assessment pursuant to The 
Manitoba :Environment Act, but we have been 
informed, again under the same Diversification 
document, that the Manitoba Enviroomen.t 
department is not going to have a public process 
and therefore is not going to require a public 
hearing process for this project. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Premier has been telling 
his own constituents that a public process would 
proceed. The federal Liberals have been saying 
that we have to stop this back-room wheeling and 
dealing in the red book. 

Why have the two levels of government 
proceeded to approve this project and the 
environmental licence, contrary to the public 
indication that we had last spring with the 
annomcement of this $30-million project and 
contrary to the public being involved in this 
process, as they are entitled to be here in 
Manitoba? 

Mr. Filmon: Mr. Speaker, I find it fascinating 
that the Leader of the New Democratic Party is 
complaining about a process that he and his party 
laid out when they designed, drafted and passed 
The Environment Act under which we operate. 

It does provide specifically for that kind of 
screening to determine whether or not indeed this 
is a project that requires full-blown environmental 
assessment review with public hearings and all of 
that, or wbetber it is one that, in the opinion of the 
director who is a nonpolitical, nonpartisan senior 
civil servant of government, makes that kind of 
judgement and recommendation. 

The act was done in that way, as I understand it, 
to try and remove the politics from these kinds of 
decisions, Mr. Speaker. Now when the act is 
being used in the manner in which it was intended 
by the New Democrats when they passed it, 

drafted and designed it, they are now saying, well, 
we ought to get politics into it, because that is 
precisely what the member is trying to do in this 
particular fonun on this particular issue, is to try 
and make some cheap politics out of it. 

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, this is the largest 
politically approved project in the whole 
infrastructure program here in Manitoba. 

It happens to be in the Premier's riding. It 
happeos to be adjacent to the lead minister's riding 
who also is politically responsible for the Western 
Diversification branch of the federal government. 

People in those communities want to be assured 
that a public hearing would proceed. The initial 
document said that there would be a process, but 
time constraints would make it necessary to have 
a very quick process. 

But a public process should be required for the 
people of this province. We still may have this 
project end up in court because the two levels of 
government are trying to sidestep, in our opinion, 
a public process of this project. 

Will the Premier now review with his Minister 
of Environment (Mr. Ounmings) and his lead 
minister, the merits of this project in terms of the 
cost benefits of $30 million at a time when 
northem roads are crumbling? 

We have $30 million going into the Premier's 
riding for an underpass, Mr. Speaker. 

Can the public have a public review process, 
which I believe they are entitled to? 

Mr. Filmon: Mr. Speaker, now we see the real 
agenda of the Leader of the Opposition. When he 
starts talking about northem roads and his 
constituents and all that, this is pure politics. 

This is pure politics, and fortunately, they were 
more responsible when they were in government 
and they set up an act that tried to remove the 
politics from this kind of decision making, and the 
act is being followed. 



332 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA December 12, 1994 

Chlld and Family Services-Wmnipeg 
Provincial Auditor's Report 

Mr. Doug Martindale (Burrows): Mr. Speaker, 
it is becoming very apparent from the Auditor's 
Report and elsewhere that there is a crisis in the 
deliveJY of services to children from Child and 
Family Services agencies in Winnipeg. 

The Auditor points out that there is inadequate 
government funding in relation to service 
demands, that there is no formal strategic plan. 
They are now using two hotels instead of one to 
put up children. They are using the Salvation 
Army. Frmt-line workers are saying that children 
are not being brought into care even when there 
are outstanding protection issues, and Manitoba 
has the highest number of children in care of any 
province per capita in Canada. 

I would like to ask this minister and her 
goveu" ,..,,,, wbat is she going to do to address the 
very serious concerns of the Provincial Auditor 
and the recommendations in this recent report? 
Will the minister do something positive for 
children under the care of Child and Family 
Services in Winnipeg? 

• (1350) 

Hon. Bonnie Mitchelson (Minister of Family 
Services): Mr. Speaker, I want to start out lit' 
answer by indicating that I do not think there is a 
minister responsible for Family Services over the 
last number of years in the province of Manitoba 
who has not taken very seriously the protection 
issues for children to heart. 

I do want to point out, too, that I am sure that 
eve!)' fOI'IllCI' Minister of Family Services, and 
myself included, has spent many sleepless hours at 
night looking at the issue of children who are at 
risk and trying to come to grips and find some of 
the positive solutions to providing support for 
those children. 

Mr. Speaker, all members of the House nmst 
understand that the reason we need a Child and 
Family Services agency and a child protection 

branch in the department is that, in fact, there are 
children who are being abused and neglected and 
are in need of government support and some 
protection. We take the issue of child abuse very 
seriously. 

Mr. Speaker, the Auditor has raised some issues 
that are of concern, and the issues that have been 
raised is coostructive criticism that has to be taken 
into account in any way that we deal with the child 
welfare system in the province of Manitoba and 
specifically in the city of Winnipeg. 

We are in the process right now of setting up an 
operational review of the Winnipeg Child and 
Family Services agency contracting out for 
services, and the agency and the government of 
Manitoba will be involved in trying to determine 
what the issues are that are facing us and how we 
c:om: to grips with dealing in a very proactive way 
with children in Winnipeg. 

Mr. Martindale: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
ask the Minister of Family Services if she is 
willing to make a fundamental shift in the system, 
so that instead of the agencies getting money 
because cbildren come into care, that they will get 
the money so they can put it into prevention and 
keep children and families together. 

Will the minister make a commitment to do that 
today? 

Mrs. Mitchelson: Mr. Speaker, I wonder where 
that question comes from, because we had a lot of 
dialogue in Estimates last year, and that 
fundamental shift was made last year. 

In fact, there has been $11 million freed up in 
the Winnipeg agency as of last year's budget that 
says no longer do you have to take kids into care 
like they have had to for many, many years. 

Even before this government came into power, 
Child and Family Services had to take children 
into care in Older to get timding. Mr. Speaker, that 
shift has been made, and the agencies now have 
$11 mi1lioo freed up to ensure that they can put in 
place the up-front early intervention so that 
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children do not have to be taken out of their homes 
to be supported. 

Mr. Martindale: Mr. Speaker, the minister 
speaks of $11 million, but there is ooly $2.5 
million in the budget line for the Family 
Innovations Fund. 

I would like to ask the Minister of Family 
Services if her solution to this very serious 
problem is to lower the age from 18 to 16, so that 
Manitoba will no longer have the worst rate in 
Canada. Is that how she plans to deal with this 
problem? 

Mrs. Mitchelson: Mr. Speaker, I do want to 
indicate, yes, there is a $2.5-million Family 
Support Innovations Fund, and there is also $11 
million that has been freed up in the agency, where 
we have said to the agency, you no longer have to 
take children into care in order to get the funding 
to provide supports for those children. That 
decision has already been made. 

Mr. Speaker, in answer to the specifics around 
16- and 17-year-olds, we have indicated that the 
supports are there for those who want to be a part 
of treatment. If there are those out there in the 
COIDIIDlity who are not a protection issue and who 
say that they do not want to be involved in any 
treatment programs, it is very difficult to treat 
those, but the services and the supports are there 
for those children who need protection or are 
prepared to be part of a treatment process. 

• (1355) 

Manitoba Telephone System 
<n Pedde-Contract 

Mr. Paul Edwards (Leader of the Second 
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, my question is for the 
Minister responsible for the Manitoba Telephone 
System. 

We have now had confirmed from two sources 
at the Manitoba Telephone System that the 
govemm::nt :recently paid Mr. Oz Pedde $225,000 
to leave his position before his contract was up as 
CEO of MTS. While the board chair reported in 

the media that Mr. Pedde had "fulfilled his 
mandate," in fact, it is our information that Mr. 
Pedde was paid out for the remainder of his 
CODIIact and, in addition, was given a further year's 
salary of $150,000 to leave for a total of 
$225,000. 

Mr. Speaker, why did the government feel they 
had to pay Mr. Pedde $225,000 to leave before the 
end ofhis contract? What was the problem, to pay 
that exorbitant price? 

Bon. Glen Findlay (Minister responsible for 
the administration of The Manitoba Telephone 
Act): Mr. Speaker, the member's information is 
wrong according to the information I have. My 
information is he resigned and that they negotiated 
a settlement of eight months' salary, and during 
that period of time he is to continue to do services 
if MTS requires-eight months' salary. 

Mr. Edwards: Mr. Speaker, would the minister 
be prepared-[interjection] Well, we will see. 

Mr. Speaker, in filet, it is eight months until Mr. 
Pedde's contract is over. It is my information that 
in addition to the eight months, he was given a 
further year, which would total approximately 
$225,000 as the settlement. 

My question for the minister: Is the minister 
prepared to table the agreement that was signed 
with Mr. Pedde, and further, is the minister 
prepared to do as he said he would do on May 17 
of this year-and this was at the end of the Public 
Utilities Committee review of the '93-94 Annual 
Report which was never passed-when he said: I 
can assure the member that we will answer as we 
always do; we will talk to our House leaders with 
the idea of trying to find an early date to reconvene 
the meeting. 

Is the minister prepared to bring the Manitoba 
Telephone System back to the committee and table 
the agreement that was signed between the 
corporation and Mr. Pedde? 

Mr. Findlay: Mr. Speaker, the House leaders, 
they will negotiate when those committees are 



334 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA December 12, 1994 

called. but I remind the member that he should not 
use hearsay to come to Question Period. He 
should be sure that he knows his facts. 

Oz Pedde-Resignation 

Mr. Paul Edwards (Leader of the Second 
Opposition): Would the minister table the 
agreement? 

Mr. Speaker, if they would table the agreement 
or table the agreement with Faneuil, which has 
been asked for, he would not have to stand up and 
discuss this issue, ifbe woold table the agreements 
that this corporation signed. 

My final question for the minister: What was 
the basis for the required, the desired departure of 
Mr. Pedde from the Manitoba Telephone System? 
Was it that he questioned the advisability of the 
Faneuil deal? Was it that it was a precipitous, he 
felt, and undervalued deal with the Shaw Cable 
consortium? Was it the fact that the Manitoba 
Telephone System is being required to cany its 
competitors like Netlinks, which has up to a 
million dollars in arrears owing Manitoba 
Telephone System today? 

What was the reason that the relationship 
between Mr. Pedde and the board came to an end? 

Hon. Glen Findlay (Minister responsible for 
the administration of The Manitoba Telephone 
Act): Mr. Speaker, it is very unfortunate that this 
member brings all kinds of innuendo and 
misinformation to this House. 

The former president of the Manitoba Telephone 
System submitted his resignation, for reasons 
known to him Basically, he felt he had completed 
his mandate. 

The member maligns a certain small business in 
the province of Manitoba today called Netlinks. 
He used the figure of a million dollars, totally 
maligning that particular small business which is 
out doing business in Manitoba, in competition
[ interjection] Mr. Speaker, the member put his 

question. I would respect him to not be giving the 
llD8Wel' to him and to other members of the House. 

Netlinks is one of two people that are in the 
reselling business. Their particular financial 
arrangements are technically confidential. In the 
start-up period, there are some problems with 
billing both of those companies. MTS is 
negotiating with them as we speak, and there is a 
letter of credit on file with the Manitoba 
Telephme System from the company he mentions. 
The Manitoba Telephone System is fully covered 
in the process of negotiating. That kind of 
information is cmfidential. 

I want to remind the liberal Party, you do not 
bring to this House confidential information of 
small businesses, because that hurts them in the 
competitive marketplace. 

• (1400) 

Physio/Occupational Therapists 
U.S. Recruitment 

Mr. Dave Chomiak (KDdonan): Mr. Speaker, 
in the past two years, an alarming number of 
graduates from the physiotherapy and occupational 
therapy program have been recruited to leave 
Manitoba despite their desire to remain here and 
despite the obvious needs in the community. 

Since this government has 100 secret 
committees studying everything and reporting to 
the public on almost nothing, can the minister 
outline what the plans are to help keep these 
trained Manitobans here in Manitoba to provide 
the service needed? 

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Health): Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the honourable member for the 
question today. It is true that American recruiters 
have stepped up their attempts to recruit 
Manitoban and Canadian physiotherapists and 
occupatimal therapists. There is a reason for that, 
because as quoted in the Winnipeg Free Press: 
"when it comes to skills, Canadian therapists can 
'dance around' their American counteq>arts." 
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I suppose the honourable member should be 
sharing with me the pride that I have for the 
standards that we have and the educational 
excellence that is producing these kinds of 
physiotherapists and occupational therapists. 

I also understand from the same article, Mr. 
Speaker, and I quote: "The best information we 
have shows that most returned in a couple of 
years." That was Pat Findlay, the executive 
director of the Manitoba Society of Occupational 
Therapists. 

So while I can understand Americans who are 
not graduating as many therapists per capita or 
therapists as competent as we are here in 
Manitoba, I can understand them stepping up their 
efforts, but we are monitoring that carefully to try 
to ensure that we can keep those therapists here 
and worldng for Manitobans to the best extent that 
we can. 

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, I thank the minister 
for reading the column back to me, but I note that 
he did not answer the question. 

Mr. Speaker, I spoke with people involved in 
the system, and they advised me that one of the 
major reasoos they feel that people are leaving the 
system is because of the cutbacks at the 
institutions. 

Can the minister outline for me what the plans 
are to keep physiotherapists and occupational 
therapists here in Manitoba? 

Mr. McCrae: Well, I have to correct the 
honourable member because he is wrong in what 
he says. Hospitals in Manitoba contract with 
Community Therapy Services, Mr. Speaker, and 
the CQITIJlllmity Therapy Services' grant from the 
Departm:nt of Health in 1992-93 was $2,309,000. 
In '93-94, it was $2,929,000. 

So the honourable member continuously talks 
about cutbacks, and while I have acknowledged 
that there are shifts happening in the health 
system, the honourable member uses the language 

in such a way that it misleads people. I would 
hope that he would try to avoid that and pemaps 
even apologize for misleading the people of 
Manitoba. 

Rural Manitoba 

Mr. Dave Chomiak (Kildonan): Mr. Speaker, 
when it comes to misleading, I think the minister 
actually should be looking at his own notes. I 
asked the question about institutions, and like the 
minister dodges and weaves the questions, he 
either totally overlooked the question or did not 
answer it because he does not know. 

Mr. Speaker, my final supplementary: 'Ihe 
minister does not recognize that community 
services is not institutions like St. Boniface, like 
Health Sciences Centre, but notwithstanding that, 
~ final question for the minister is, what 
resources is the minister going to put in place so 
that students who graduate can feel comfortable 
going into rural Manitoba, so that there are trained 
personnel around and so that resow:ces in the 
community are expanded so that new graduates 
can move there comfortably and feel confident 
working in those new positions? 

Bon. James McCrae (Minister of Health): Mr. 
Speaker, it is a constant endeavour of this 
government to enhance the opportunities for 
Manitobans to locate in rural Manitoba, in 
conmmities in rural Manitoba. It is our constant 
effort to stress the high quality, high standards of 
living and quality of life that exist in those places. 

We would really appreciate it if honourable 
members opposite would support that. I extend 
that plea to members of the liberal Party who 
make the claim, for example, that rural 
Manitobans are not smart enough to carry out the 
duties of some of the professions. 

I find that repugnant and offensive, and the lack 
of support from honourable members in the New 
Democratic Patty for decentralization initiatives is 
equally disturbing because it sends another 
message. When some of the programs that we 
cmy out in rural Manitoba to try to attract people 
to live there are called small potatoes by people 
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like the Leader of the Libeml Party (Mr. Edwards), 
they are working at cross purposes. We are 
looking for their support. 

The Wildlife Act 
Aboriginal Hunting Rights 

Mr. Oscar Lathlin (The Pas): I want to quote 
from a committee meeting that was held on June 
28. My question is directed to the Minister of 
Natural Resources. 

The minister said on June 28: In checking with 
our legal counsel, we are advised that the 
coostitutional. rights of the natives for hunting and 
fishing is not affected. 

Another quote: This legislation does not deal 
with any of those rights. It does not take away 
from those rights. Another quote: Section 94-It 
makes provisions to allow for the aboriginal 
hunting and fishing rights, and lastly: Our 
constitutional lawyers say that those rights are 
overriding rights, and no matter what we do in The 
Wildlife Act, that will remain. 

Mr. Speaker, I took the minister's wold., and I 
said in committee that the minister is an 
hroourable persm. I told him that if a treaty issue 
ended up in comt, I would be the first one to come 
to the minister and tell him, I told you so. 

My questioo is, will the minister come clean, be 
honest and be the honourable person that I know 
he is-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. I caution the 
honourable member in the terminology you are 
using. We are all honourable members in this 
Ownber. Your reference to the minister being 
bmest m:ans that he has been dishonest, which is 
not quite correct, sir. 

Now, the honourable member, kindly rephrase 
your question. 

Mr. Lathlin: Will the minister come clean and be 
the honourable person that I know he is, and 
advise the House that he did, in fact, assure me 

that those treaty rights would not be affected? Did 
the minister mean what he said in committee oo 
June 28, 1994? 

Hon. Albert Driedger (Minister of Natural 
Resources): Mr. Speaker, this question was 
raised by one of his colleagues just, I think, a week 
ago, when we opened the House. The same 
questioo came forward. I said at that time that the 
legislation never dealt with the treaty rights in 
terJD; of individuals. The purpose of it was for the 
safety of Manitobans. 

Mr. Speaker, I will repeat again the reason it 
was brought forward, that people are discharging 
fiicaiim at night These high-powered rifles carry 
for a nile, up to two niles, and in the dark, even if 
you use a spotlight to shoot, you cannot see what 
is behind that That was the purpose of the 
legislation and why it was brought forward. 

I want to repeat it again. I have never 
challenged the aboriginal rights in terms of 
bunting that have been established by treaty. The 
same issue is being brought forward by the Metis 
con:mmity, and I amnot in a position to deal with 
their rights. 

Mr. Lathlin: Mr. Speaker, I said it once, and I 
will say it for the last time. Bill 10 was a 
backdoor approach for this govemment to attack 
treaty and aboriginal rights. 

My supplementary question is, why then are 
Indians being charged today under The Wildlife 
Aa if this legislation was never intended to attack 
the treaty rights in the first place, as they are 
affinned in Section 35 of the Canadian 
Constitution? 

Mr. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, I will repeat again. 
I am .not cballenging the rights of native people to 
go and take game for their own use. They can do 
that by whatever means. What I am addressing or 
what we addressed under that bill was the safety of 
Manitobans. 

Mr. Speaker, there has been no treaty individual 
who has been hunting for food-using the normal 

-
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process, he can hunt on a year-round basis. We 
are not cballmging that. I think we are within our 
responsibility to make sure that the safety of 
Manitobans is protected. 

I have no argument with them taking game on a 
year-round basis. I look forward to actually 
working together with the native C()JDtlDmities in 
co-management arrangements in many cases to 
enhllllre and make sure that we have a sustainable 
renewable resomce in wildlife for the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I take exception to the fact of his 
saying that I am challenging the rights of native 
Indians to take game. 

• (1410) 

Mr. Lathlin: Mr. Speaker, I want to put on 
record in this House that in committee, I also said 
that we are all, as aboriginal people-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. I have recognized 
the honourable member for your final 
supplementary question. Your question, sir? 

Mr. Lathlin: Why did the minister say one thing 
in committee and then tum around the next day 
and give his officials the marching orders-it is 
open season on Indians? 

Mr. Driedger: I take exception to that kind of 
remade in this House, because I will not accept 
that kind of accusation from that member. 

Immigration 
FamilyOass 

Ms. Becky Barrett (Wellington): Mr. Speaker, 
immigrants have helped shape Manitoba and have 
been an integral part of our history as a province. 

However, a steadily decreasing number of 
immigrants are coming to the province of 
Manitoba, cuuently only 1.8 percent of those who 
come to Canada, instead of the 4 percent we 
should be entitled to as a representation of our 
population. 

New federal policies which have recently been 
introduced sharply decrease family class 
inmigrants and require a $500 application fee for 
every immigrant who wants to make application, 
no matter what their country of origin. 

I would like to ask the Minister responsible for 
Culture, Heritage and Citizenship, what effect are 
these changes from the federal government having 
on Manitoba's ability to attract and keep 
immigrants? 

Hon. Harold Gilleshammer (Minister fl 
Culture, Heritage and Citizenship): Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the honourable member for 
raising the question. 

There is certainly reason for grave concem with 
the new Liberal immigration policy, that there is 
an attempt there to seriously curtail the family 
reunification class because of the perception that 
there are problems in Ontario. The federal 
minister recently said that this move was going to 
prevent Canada's welfare system from being 
abused. We have written to the federal minister 
and have been trying to set up a meeting with him 
to make him Wlderstand that if there are problems 
in Ontario, that this should not be a cause for 
national policy and that he should relook at this. 

Last year, 49 percmt ofManitoba's immigration 
was from the family class. The member is 
absolutely right that our immigration levels have 
declined, and· this will have a serious effect on 
that. We are urging the Liberals to take another 
look at this. 

Ms. Barrett: Mr. Speaker, the government 
promised in the 1990 campaign to work towards 
increasing the economic class of immigrants. 

Is the minister and his govemment now trying to 
increase the family class, or are they going along 
with the federal government's new guidelines and 
policies whidl will make it much more difficult for 
families to reunite? 

Mr. Gilleshammer: Mr. Speaker, we have been 
working with the officials of the federal 
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government to increase Manitoba's numbers in 
terms of immigration. 

We have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding, and we hope this leads to a 
substantive agreement between Manitoba and the 
federal government to allow us to do more 
recruiting, to enbanre the co-operation with federal 
officials and to be able to more actively put 
forward Manitoba's position. 

We know from the diiection that the federal 
Liberal government is going that this is going to 
be increasingly more difficult. We cannot depend 
c:n the federal Liberal government to sell the 
Manitoba position, and we are becoming more 
active in doing our recruitment abroad. 

Ms. Barrett: Mr. Speaker, when the minister 
talks about the Memorandum of Understanding 
that bas recently been signed, can the minister 
share with us what authority under this 
Memorandmn of Understanding the provincial 
govemment actually has in setting and establishing 
the number and type of immigrants that will come 
to the province? 

Mr. Gilleshammer: Mr. Speaker, the 
Mmoandum of Understanding and the agreement 
we hope to sign is simply a question of good will. 

There is only one gatekeeper and that is the 
federal govemment. It is the federal government 
that determines the levels of immigration. They 
have deemed, because of the perception of 
problems in other parts of Canada, that they want 
to shrink the number of immigrants coming to 
Canada. It is the federal government that is the 
gatekeeper. They are the only level of government 
who can determine the numbers that are coming 
into the country. 

Again, I have aneo:.,ted to meet with the federal 
minister. I have written to the federal minister 
protesting some of the changes that he is 
attempting to make in the family class, asking him 
to look at it again, because this could have a 
devastating effect on the numbers that come to 
Manitoba. 

Health Care System 
Nutrition Policy 

Ms. Avis Gray (Crescentwood): Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to remind the Minister of Health about 
his own government's health promotion task force 
report of 1991 where it recommended that the 
government develop a co-ordinated food and 
mnrition policy linking preventative nutrition and 
health. I would also tell the minister of his recent 
1994 nutrition services in Manitoba report where, 
in fact, the very same recommendation was made. 

Can the Minister of Health tell us, given that in 
the recent throne speech, the word "nutrition" let 
alooe "mnrition strategy" has not been mentioned, 
will he be at least considering these two very 
important reports and, in fact, acting upon this 
very important recommendation which will save 
millioos of dollars in the health care system if done 
properly? 

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Health): We 
certainly will be considering those reports, Mr. 
Speaker. 

We agree with the honourable member 
wholeheartedly, that any population health strategy 
or, more importantly, child health strategy bas a 
very, very large nutrition component to it. I think 
that as the debate unfolds, we may be discussing 
pedlaps how widespread a food policy ought to be 
or whether it ought to be more targeted. because 
we are fortunate in Manitoba to have data which 
assists us in targeting effectively this type of 
programming. 

1be answer, very briefly, is yes. 

Ms. Gray: Mr. Speaker, I have a supplementary 
question to the minister. 

In both these reports, they talk about a nutrition 
policy for all ages, from young children to the 
elderly. 

Given that it is six and a half years into this 
govemumt's mandate, when can we expect to see 
a rmtrition policy developed, and will the minister 

-
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table that iofonnation to the House before the next 
election? 

Mr. McCrae: Mr. Speaker, when the honourable 
member asks that question, she neglects to refer to 
the significant changes that have been made in the 
last six years. You listen to the New Democrats 
and nothing should change. You listen to the 
Liberals, and they tell you things are not changing 
fast enough. 

I understand where these questions are coming 
from We are moving on many, many fronts. I 
expect early in the new year to be able to make 
better known the plans of the government with 
regard to our child health strategy. Of comse, we 
are not ignoring the rest of the population by 
giving some attention to the children of this 
province. That suggestion-if that were being 
made by the honourable member-would be 
incorrect, too, but I do not think she is saying that. 

Ms. Gray: My final supplementary is to the 
Minister of Health. 

Can the Minister of Health tell us, does he 
accept the recommendations in his own 
government's report, nutrition services in 
Manitoba, and will he, in fact, be implementing 
those recommendations? 

Mr. McCrae: As I say, Mr. Speaker, pedlaps 
when we examine the department's plans in more 
detail. we can deal with them recommendation by 
recommendation. 

In general, we do accept recommendations 
which deal with proper nutrition, especially for 
young people, but certainly other Manitobans as 
well. 

Public Housing 
Rent Increase 

Mr. Leonard Evans (Brandon East): Mr. 
Speaker, I have a question for the Minister of 
Housing. 

Hundreds of seniors in the Brandon area have 
signed a petition protesting the rent increases by 

Manitoba Housing ranging as high as 17 percent, 
which they find exorbitant and a real hardship. 

I would like to table, for the information of the 
government at this time, petitions with about 500 
signatures. I would like to point out that these 
increases are partly as a result of including 
Manitoba tax credits in the income calculation. 

My question to the minister is, my constituents 
would like to know if the government, if the 
minister, would reconsider and remove the 
Manitoba tax aedits from the fommla to lessen the 
rent increase for 1995. 

Hon. Linda Mcintosh (Minister of Housing): 
Mr. Speaker, I will certainly be pleased to receive 
the petition and to have it refeired to the rent 
appeal process, if it is deemed that is what is 
necessary. 

I should indicate to the member that the 
increase, the property tax credit being counted as 
income for pmposes of calculating the rent geared 
to income, plus the change from 26 percent to 27 
percent of income, amount to about $7 to $8 a 
month each. So for seniors who are receiving the 
basic pension, plus the supplement, that is the 
amount they are looking at. 

Of course, there are many other things that can 
cause a n:ot increase. We have found in looking at 
sOJIJ: that people have had amenities that are over 
and above the basic shelter that we provide, and an 
audit had not been included. Of comse, then they 
have to be calculated in. 

By and large, many of the increases we are 
seeing occur because the tenant's income has 
inaeased. Of course, if yom income increases and 
you are paying 26 or 27 percent of your income, 
your n:ot will also, at the same time, increase. So 
there are many factors that are included in rent 
changes, and those are all taken into consideration. 

Mr. Leonard Evans: Mr. Speaker, maybe this 
supplementary question should be directed to the 
Minister of Finance (Mr. Stefanson), if not the 
Minister of Housing. 
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Will the minister confitm that the Manitoba 
govcrrmr.nt will receive a considerable increase in 
revenue from including the property tax credit in 
the rent calculation? 

How mmy lnmdreds of thousands of dollars are 
you extracting from some of the poorest people in 
the province? 

Mrs. Mcintosh: I should indicate, Mr. Speaker, 
that all of the rent that we collect on subsidized 
housing all together does not come anywhere near 
covering the cost of providing subsidized housing 
to the people of Manitoba. 

We coJ1ect in some cases 25 percent of income, 
in other cases 27 percent of income, the lowest 
Iates in the nation for the people here in Manitoba. 
In addition, they are allowed to receive property 
tax credit rebates, even though they do not pay the 
full property tax credit. 

We are now saying that this income they receive 
is truly income and should be calculated as a 
percentage of the income, but the mooey that we 
receive in no way covers the cost. It is subsidized 
housing. We subsidize that housing so we always 
take an operating loss. 

• (1420) 

Mr. Leonard Evans: Mr. Speaker, well, the rent 
increase is like a tax increase for some of the 
poorest people in this province. 

Will the Minister of Finance or the Minister of 
Housing cmfiDn that his government is extracting 
about three-quarters of a million dollars from 
social housing tenants based on this change in the 
rent-to-income ratio and the inclusion of property 
tax credits in the formula to calculate the rents? 

Hon. Eric Stefanson (Minister of Finance): Mr. 
Speaker, I think in response to the question from 
the member for Brandon East, the Minister of 
Housing has already indicated that at 20 percent, 
that rental charge is amongst the lowest in all of 
Canada. We also have amongst the most generous 
tax credit program in all of Canada. 

I would encourage the member for Brandon East 
to look at the tax situation of seniors here in 
Manitoba. Seniors in Manitoba are allowed to 
eam the highest level of income of any province in 
Canada before they pay any personal income tax, 
so there has been a series of things that have been 
done to make Manitoba an extremely affordable 
place to live for seniors. 

You need to look no fmther than the budget 
prepared by the govemment of Saskatchewan, 
where they show three different income levels for 
families, a family of $25,000 or less, and if yru 
include the basic charges, the most affordable 
place in all of Canada, Mr. Speaker, and I repeat, 
all of Canada, is right here in Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker: The time for Oral Questions has 
expired 

Speaker's Ruling 

Mr. Speaker: I have a ruling for the House. 

On Monday, December 6, I took under 
advisement a point of order raised by the secmd 
opposition House leader, the honourable member 
for Inkster (Mr. Lamoureux). He asked whether it 
was in order for one member to suggest that a 
person in the press gallery would notice that a 
particular MLA ooly attends portions of House 
sittings. 

As the honourable member noted when raising 
the point of order, there was considerable heckling 
going m at the time and it was difficult to hear. I 
have now had an opportunity to read Hansard and 
to review the relevant Beauchesne citations and to 
reflect on the matter. 

Citation 289(3) states that, "This absence (of 
members) from the chamber should not be the 
subject of COIDIDCilt." Citation 481(c) indicates 
that a member must not "refer to the presence or 
absence of specific members." Also, Citation 
487(2) reads that "Words may not be used 
hypothetically or conditionally, if they are plainly 
intended to cmvey a direct imputation." That 
comes from Speaker Phillips who in September 
1986 made this point when ruling on a somewhat 
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parallel matter. Therefore, if we read Citations 
289(3), 481(c) and 487(2) in conjunction, it is 
evident that there was a point of order. 

To amclude, it is inappropriate and improper to 
refur directly or indirectly to the absence of another 
member of the House. 

1hat concludes the point of order. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

mRONE SPEECH DEBATE 
(Seventh Day of Debate) 

Mr. Speaker: On the adjourned debate, the 
seventh day of debate, on the proposed motion of 
the hooourable member for Emerson (Mr. Penner) 
for an address to His Honour the Lieutenant
Governor, in answer to his speech at the opening 
of the sessioo, and the proposed amendment by the 
honourable Leader of the official opposition in 
amendnx2n thereto, standing in the name of the 
hooourable m:mber for Gimli who has 38 minutes 
remaining. 

Older, please. Is there a problem with his mike 
over here, or what? 

Now it is on. Sony about that. 

Mr. Edward Helwer (Gim6): As I was saying 
on Friday, when I started DJ¥ speech, I did 
congratulate ... the Speaker on your return and 
also the new Pages. I also want to . . . the 
m::mber for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman), the member 
for Turtle Mountain (Mr. Rose), the member for 
Riel (Mr. Ducharme)-

An Honourable Member: It is cutting in and 
out. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, we are picking up the 
honourable member for Seine River (Mrs. 
Dacquay), I believe. It is coming through that 
ooo--{interjectim] Oh, it is that one? Is yours on? 

Order, please. Is there leave of the House so 
that the honourable member for Gimii (Mr. 
Helwer) could move over to the bench of the 

honourable member for Sturgeon Creek (Mr. 
McAlpine) so he can get his remarks on the-

Some Honourable Members: Leave. 

Mr. Speaker: There is leave to allow the member 
to move over. Okay, thank you. 

Mr. Helwer: Nobody wants to listen to me. 

Mr. Speaker: I apologize to the honourable 
member for Gimli 

Mr. Helwer: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Is it 
working now? 

Mr. Speaker: You bet. 

Mr. Helwer: As I was saying, I started my speech 
m Friday afternoon, but I mly had a couple of 
minutes left. I did congratulate the Speaker and 
the Deputy Speaker m their return here and also to 
welcome the new Pages. I also want to wish the 
members who are leaving, the member for 
Dauphin (Mr. Plobman), the member for Turtle 
Mountain (Mr. Rose) and also the member for Riel 
(Mr. Ducharme )-1 want to wish them well in 
their future lives, whether it is retirement or in 
another proressim or whatever, but I want to wish 
them well. I am sure that they will enjoy their 
retirement. 

Mr. Speaker, I am but one voice in this 
government, but DJ¥ voice speaks on behalf of 
s~ of the finest people that you could ever hope 
to meet. They are the farmers, the fishermen, 
bankers, office workers, mothers, sons, uncles, 
whatever-[interjection] Yes, cousins, that is 
right. They are the neighbours, friends, coworkers 
and partners-[interjection] Golfers, that is right. 

They are all of these things and more. I am 
talking about the real people who make up the 
cities, the towns, the villages, the communities of 
this province, which this government has the 
honour and the obligation to truly represent. 

• (1430) 
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A very significant pocket of Manitoba has given 
me the honour and the opportunity to speak to the 
people of this province on their behalf, that is, the 
constituency of Gimli I would like to extend my 
sincere appreciation for the trust they have placed 
in me to be their voice in the govemment, and I 
shall continue to do my utmost to provide that. 

I also want to congratulate the Premier (Mr. 
Filmon) for having the courage to lead this 
government along the ever progressive path of 
prosperity of this province for today and into the 
future. The govennnem is truly a govennnem of 
all people as clearly demonstrated in the Speech 
from the Throne and is evidence of the positive 
accomplishments of this govel1l1DI<m throughout 
this province. 

The throne speech confirms the direction that 
this province has been taking and some fresh new 
trails to blaze as we look toward the future. The 
admirable record of fiscal ~esponsibility and the 
proposed legislation to ensure a balanced budget, 
operatioo of govenmmt are just an example of the 
~esponsible administration of this govennnem as 
in the past and the concem that this government 
has to ensure fiscal ~esponsibility, that this will 
continue for many more generations to come. 

I also want to congratulate the Minister d. 
Finance (Mr. Stefansoo) for going out imo the 
cotmby for the prebudget consultations, with his 
p~econsultation meetings. I had the pleasure d. 
attending the meeting in Arborg that was held in 
the Interlake area, and it was a really good 
meeting. At this meeting there were a group d. 
business people, school board trustees, town 
councillors and farmers. It was really a cross
section of all people in the area. It was very well 
taken. They certainly did appreciate the 
opportunity to be able to have some input to the 
budget consultations, and it worked very well. I 
want to COIJllll(2)(i the minister for that and also for 
the path that be is taking with this approach to the 
fiscal ~esponsibility of this province. 

I am really pleased that the minister did not 
listen to the two opposition parties when the 
federal govennnem released here a while ago that 

theie was going to be an increase in the federal 
transfers to the province of some $180 million. 
Well, now you know what happened to that. That 
$180 million all of a sudden has evaporated and 
we are going to get maybe $36 million more than 
what was budgeted for. 

This is just an example that our Finance 
mioister-{interjectioo] That is right The member 
for Inkster (Mr. l...amJureux) brings up a point that 
the economy of Manitoba is doing better, and that 
is great. It is doing better and certainly because it 
is doing better our Finance minister has indicated 
that we will have a $32-million reduction in our 
'94-95 deficit and this is because of the actions of 
this govenmmt and the people of Manitoba ~eally 
because the ecooomy has improved, they are 
paying more sales tax and taxes on diffe~ent items 
so the ~evenue of the province has increased. 

Certainly that has all helped make this budget 
that Dllch more important Our Minister d. 
Finance and the cabinet have done a great job d. 
managing the affairs of this province. 

One area of particular inte~est to all Manitobans 
that is brought to light in this throne speech is the 
~enewal of our education system and the careful 
development of a cmriculum, which will ensure 
that the upcoming generation maintains 
competitiveness and that Manitoba continues the 
stabilizatioo, and that prosperity is utmost on the 
agenda of most teachers and educators alike. The 
control and discipline of classrooms to ensure a 
positive environmem to leam are some of the 
necessary tools that this government is determined 
to equip our education system 

Also, the security of ourselves and our property 
has been outlined as a major concem by the 
citizens of this province and Manitobans want 
their home to be a safe place. They want their 
businesses to be a safe place to work and their 
schools to be a safe place for their children to grow 
up and to that cod both steps have been outlined to 
ensure that safety is ensured for all. 

(Mrs. Louise Dacquay, Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair) 
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I also want to commend the Minister of Justice 
(Mrs. V odrey) for the new initiatives that she bas 
taken in that line such as the boot camps and some 
of the things that she bas done to strengthen the 
justice system in Manitoba I also want to say that 
she should continue to work on the federal 
government to strengthen the Young Offenders 
Act, although that is a federal responsibility, but I 
am sure that she will continue to stress that to the 
federal government. 

1bere are a couple of areas that the government 
is prepared to wrestle with and this is just what the 
electorate of Manitoba bas told this government. 
These items need to be addressed. 

The constituency of Gimli is representative of 
what this govemment is doing throughout 
Manitoba to encourage the economy, to support 
job creation and support business initiatives and 
cootribute to the social fabric of this province that 
we call home. 

Just recently on November 16, the Interlake 
Development Corporation together with the 
Department of Rural Development, the 
Honourable Len Derkach's department, held an 
Interlake trade forum They held two actually, one 
for the Interlake in Teulon and one for eastern 
Manitoba in Ste. Anne. 

I had the pleasure of bringing greetings to that 
conference. It was very well attended. Some of 
the things I said there, I said that nothing warms 
the heart of govemment more than to see a 
gathering of successful small-business people 
eager to discuss ways of improving their 
businesses and increasing their markets. I was 
especially pleased to see so many women there in 
the audience, because women entrepreneurs are 
showing their abilities. Their government salutes 
and encourages them 

Also, the theme of their conference was import 
replacement and export opportunities. Manitoba 
is doing very well as far as that is concemed in the 
export business. As a matter of fact, they have had 
the best export performance of any province in 
Canada and are responsible for creating many jobs 

for Manitobans right here in Manitoba. Also, the 
trade missions to Japan and China bring the 
promise of even more opportunities in the future. 
So these trade seminars, trade forums were a good 
opportunity for the business people to get together 
and share ideas and look at the displays from the 
various financial institutions, industries in the 
areas. So it was a great opportunity. 

* (1440) 

The roots of this province's economic viability 
are right under our feet-agriculture. Throughout 
rural Manitoba, the farmers, the families and the 
commmities have relied heavily on agriculture for 
their cmtinued prosperity. This past month alone 
$105 million began reaching Manitoba farmers 
who were hurt by the below-average crop yields 
last year. The funds were provided by the Gross 
Revmue Insurance Plan and the crop insurance to 
help the farmers and their families in crop 
situations beyond their control. 

Agriculture bas been the backbone of this 
province. Efforts such as these, on behalf of the 
government, demonstrate the continued support 
that this government has to rural Manitoba and to 
the quality of life to the people of rural Manitoba. 
This summer Manitoba fiumers received more than 
$366 million in payouts from safety net programs 
as a result of the difficult growing conditions in 
1993. Just another testament as to how this 
govemnrnt is dedicated to stand up for the people 
who depend on agriculture for their livelihood in 
this province. 

Although some crops were below average this 
year, there were a couple of crops that did make 
the record books. There was a record volume in 
the yield of sugar beet harvest this year in 
Manitoba, although it looked like last spring for 
awhile there that we would not have a crop, there 
would be nothing planted 

It was the work of our Minister of Labour (Mr. 
Praznik) who appointed a mediator and caused a 
settlement between the Manitoba Sugar Co. and 
employees. This was again where our government 
did a great job in solving the problem, got 
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everybody back to work and the farmers were able 
to take advantage of just an excellent sugar beet 
crop, so this was great. 

Also canola and oilseeds, there was another I 
think a record crop of canola in some parts of 
Manitoba. Especially in the Interlake area, crops 
were excellent. We are really pleased to see these 
farmers take advantage of the good prices. This 
will certainly help the ecooomy of agriculture in 
rural Manitoba. 

Another aop that did wzy well this year was the 
com crop. With the better growing conditions, 
more heat units, com did very well this year. 
Although prices of com are not all that good. it 
still was one of the better years actually for 
growing the special crops in Manitoba. 

Just on Friday in the paper there was a story on 
Manitoba sugar. I certainly hope that we can get 
these trade restrictions sorted out because this is 
an industry that helps farmers, plus the employees 
of the sugar plant here in Winnipeg in Fort Garry. 
This is a needed industry. We certainly want to 
c:nc:ourage our Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Eons), 
who is going now to Ottawa next week, to deal 
with the federal govemmcnt on these trade issues, 
the GA 1T issue. I hope that they can get this 
resolved to the benefit especially of the Manitoba 
and Alberta sugar growers, because it is important 
to Manitoba. 

Also the hcnourable member for St. James (Mr. 
Edwards) will be interested to note this year also 
had a record crop of potatoes in Manitoba. 
Manitoba had the second highest potato yield in 
Canada as a matter of fact. In the last three years, 
Manitoba has been increasing their production of 
potatoes, whereby now Manitoba is the secood 
largest producing province in Canada of potatoes, 
some 15,260,000 hundred weights produced in 
Manitoba, of potatoes for Manitoba. 

This is another example of what can happen 
with the vaJ.ue.-added crops, the processors such as 
Carnation Foods in Carberry, McCain Foods in 
Portage Ia Prairie, plus the fresh market. I know 
that we are supplying some of Ontario, some of 

Toronto with fresh potatoes out of Manitoba now. 
We are really pleased to see the Vegetable 
Producers' Marketing Board be aggressive in 
IDalketing these potatoes into eastern Canada and 
other parts of Canada. This helps not ooly the 
potato growers in Manitoba but also helps employ 
a lot of people in Manitoba. Carnation is an 
example, McCain, they employ a lot of people in 
the potato processing business and ship French 
fries throughout the world. So these are really 
good value-added industries and certainly a great 
benefit to Manitobans. 

Also in the value-added sector, we are really 
pleased that the Can-Oat plant at Portage, the 
cano1a processing plant, Canamera in Altona-all 
these are value added, and they use the products 
that are grown here by Manitoba farmers in the 
processing of other items, whether it be the 
vegetable oil in Altona that is shipped throughout 
the world actually or the rolled oats and the Can
Oat products that they produce in Portage. These 
are very well received, and we are really pleased to 
see this type of industry thrive in Manitoba. 

I hope that with the help of our Minister of 
Agriculture (Mr. Eons) and our Ministers of 
Industry, Trade and Tourism (Mr. Downey) and 
Rural Development (Mr. Derkach), we will 
continue to work to try to get these kind of 
industries, get more of them and get them working, 
because these are a great benefit to us in 
Manitoba. 

Also, Madam Deputy Speaker, the Comnwnity 
Places Program is building for tomorrow by 
assisting and improving the quality of life in the 
comnmnities throughout Manitoba. I understand 
there has been more than $4 million allocated 
province-wide this year to provide the funding 
support for the upgrading, construction and 
acquisition of buildings and other facilities that 
provide long-lasting benefits to comnwnities and 
their residents. 

Some examples of how this government has 
helped in directly contributing to the culture and 
heritage all over the face of Manitoba in the 
comnnmity initiatives in my home constituency 
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illustrate how this government is enriching the 
lives of the people in this province. From some of 
the projects from disabled access lifts, like the one 
in the church hall in Teulon, to ball diamond 
bleachers in Stonewall, from an agriculture 
teaming sector in Gunton to upgrading the skating 
rink in Oandeboye, from group homes to 
commmity halls, Manitobans of all ages 
everywhere benefit from these community projects, 
which are made possible because of some of the 
lottecy revenues. 

Just last fall, I think it was on September 15, I 
had the pleasure, with the Minister of Culture, the 
Hc:nourable Harold Gilleshammer, to take part in 
the opening of a brand-new library building in 
Stooewall. This was a project that was assisted by 
the C()1DITJlmity Places Program, a brand-new 
library, really a state-of the-art facility, that will 
serve the areas of Stonewall and Rockwood. 

Libraries are vecy important because they do 
emidl the lives of people and improve the quality 
of life of the comnmnities. So this is great I am 
really pleased with om Minister of Culture, 
Heritage and Citizenship (Mr. Gilleshammer) and 
hope he can continue with these types of projects 
because they certainly do help all of us in 
Manitoba. 

This government has initially reiterated the 
conmitnrnt to quality health care in this province 
and looking closely at the health care needs, more 
commmity-based, and the focus of these directions 
was outlined in the throne speech last week. But 
allow me to bring maybe these into the real world 
of our commmities and how these directions have 
been impacting the lives of some of om citizens 
and the communities in the past 

Through the Congregate Meals Program, the 
seniors' resource centres, community resource 
councils, seniors can now continue to live 
independently in their home C()DlDlJmities. 

Just last Wednesday I attended the seniors 
dinner at Matlock where there were some 150 
seniors in attendance. This was provided by the 
local C()1DITJlmity through the Congregate Meals 

Program It was a real opportunity for the seniors 
to get out and to talk to each other. It is nice for 
them to get out into the conmnmity at a dinner 
such as this and take part in it. 

I am really pleased with community 
organizations like that at Matlock. At Petersfield 
they do a similar thing where they honour the 
seniors at a dinner once a year. The commmity 
club there does that. 

* (1450) 

These are just great projects. Also, the seniors 
resource centres-the one in Gimli which is 
managed by Bill Sveinson, and Stonewall by 
Olery1 Oyde and Beth King in Teulon-provide 
a real service to all the seniors and improves the 
quality ofJ.iJC for the seniors by helping them with 
whatever projects they have so that they can 
remain in their own home and be independent and 
look after themselves with some assistance. 

These seniors sure do appreciate the assistance 
that tbey can get from these seniors' resource 
centres, and they are worldng vecy well. 

Also, in the health care field, last year we 
announced the construction of a new hospital in 
Stonewall which was to replace the old 18-bed 
hospital. Construction should be finished by 
March of'95, and they should be able to move into 
that. So this will certainly be a great addition for 
the conmnmity of Stonewall for it to have a new 
hospital, and it is vecytmeh needed and vecy much 
appreciated, you can be sure. Also, once they tear 
down the old hospital, they will make room for a 
20-bed addition to the Stonewood Place, which is 
the persc:nal care home there, so they will increase 
their persc:nal care beds from 30 to 50, which 
would make a real viable unit there and certainly 
help the persc:na1 care shortage that we have there. 

In Teulon we announced the addition of a 27-
bed addition of persc:nal care home beds to the 
Goodwin Lodge, which will certainly make that a 
47-bed personal care home. This will certainly 
help that area, because they have been short of 
personal care beds for many, many years. There 



346 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA December 12, 1994 

has been a long line-up and this will certainly help 
that area. 

In Stonewall recently I was able to attend the 
opening of the Lions Manor. There the Lions 
Oub of Stooewall added I believe it was 36 suites 
to their present 53-suite senior citizens home. 
This would IIJakc, I think, about an 86- or 89-suite 
aplU'tDrDL Really a great place, the Lions just did 
an hooourable job there. They just did a great job 
of organizing and building this facility. The Lions 
Club of Stonewall certainly deserves a lot of 
credit. This was also built without one cent of 
govemnr.nt IDOIJCY, DO govemmcnt money in there 
at all. They arranged for their own financing, did 
their own construction and were able to do this on 
their own. It is a viable project without any 
government mooey whatsoever. These are the 
kinds of projects that we appreciate and we hope 
there are~ organizations such as the Lions, the 
service clubs that do such a great job for this 
province. 

Through the partnership with our federal 
government the PAMWI Agreement, Partnership 
Agreenrnt oo Municipal Water Infrastructure, was 
received, a $2.1-million project was developed in 
Teulon. This program was developed and has 
delivered a new lagoon there and associated 
infrastructure for Teulon, which I am happy to 
announce has been <:01q>leted and is operational as 
of this fall. The construction of this has been 
going on for many, many years. The problem with 
their old lagoon has been going back to the days 
wbm Jim Downey was the Minister of Agriculture 
back in 1980. 

They were working on it at that time but then 
when the govemment changed hands in '81 it just 
sat there. The former govemmcnt did nothing to 
get the project completed, so it took us, when we 
came back into government in 1988, our Minister 
of Agriculture, who was responsible for the Water 
Services Board at that time, fioally got the project 
underway. 

This government negotiated the PAMWI 
agreement with Ottawa, which is a cost-shared 
thing which is working very well. Finally we got 

this project done to the benefit of the industry and 
the citizens of Teulon. It took a lot of work on the 
part of the Village of Teulon and of Water 
Services Board. I am really pleased to see this 
project finally come to a conclusion. It is just 
great. 

Some other initiatives that have been 
stimilating economic growth in this province have 
been the highly successful REDI programs and the 
Grow Bonds Programs, which are supported by 
lottery revenues. These programs are forecast to 
add close to 1,000 jobs in Manitoba, with some 
165 projects approved or rec(Wil1]'lffl()ed for final 
approval. So behind these numbers are real 
people, woddng at real jobs, building a real future 
for themselves and for their comnnmities. 

One exatqJle is a CARE corporation in Teulon, 
which produces environmentally friendly sanitary 
products. Sterling Press at Selkirk-the Minister 
of Rural Development (Mr. Derkach) used them as 
an exatqJle in his throne speech address--that Jim 
and Debbie Hicksoo expanded with a Grow Bonds 
initiative, and now they are expanding again. It 
just shows what private entrepreneurship-

An Honourable Member: It can be done. 

Mr. Helwer: It can be done. That is right So 
these are really providing jobs. 

Another one that is very successful is Gilbert 
Intemational in Arborg, which took over the old 
crean:ay there, which was not operating, and took 
over the building there, a very fine building. It is 
very successful. I uoderstand they have some 40 
employees now. 

Another industry that is doing very well is Black 
Cat Blades in Selkirk. That was helped with a 
REDI grant or loan, and it is doing very well. As 
a matter of fact, they are expanding and adding on 
to their plant there. These are just some examples 
of the benefits of the Grow Bonds and REDI 
programs. 

Also just recently, we were able to tum over the 
industrial park at Gimli A good example of the 
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confidence that the Filmon government has in the 
residents of Gimli and the surrounding area was 
evident when we turned over the ownership of 
GiiW. Industrial Park to the Rural Municipality of 
Gimli The RM. will now have the opportunity to 
incorporate their own logic towards the 
development of the marketing of the park. We 
have noticed the residents of Gimli, what they can 
do once they have been given the opportunity. I 
am confident that the R.M of Gimli will do an 
outstanding job in transforming the park into an 
exoellcm place to invest. There again they will use 
programs, such as REDI and Grow Bonds and 
things like that, and thus we will continue to 
support rural Manitoba; make communities, such 
as Gimli, Selkirk, Teulon, Arborg, great places to 
invest 

Also, this government-you noticed in the 
throne speech-has targeted doubling tourism 
dollars from the $1 billion level it is now to about 
$2 billion by the year 2000. The constituency of 
Gimli will no doubt share in that goal. Tourism 
<lllmltly accounts for generating more than 50,000 
jobs in this province. 

Lapping the shores of beautiful Lake Winnipeg 
and home to one of the largest Icelandic 
cnmmmities outside of.kdand, Gimli is becoming 
known aaoss the country and around the world for 
many reasons. After playing host to the 1994 
World Sailboarding Championships, Wind Sport 
magazine, as a matter of fact, a travel guide, in 
their 1994-95 issue said Gimli and Lake 
Winnipeg are world renowned as the site of the 
largest international windsurfing event of the last 
decade and one of the best organized ever. It 
continued: Down-home Manitoba hospitality and 
a highly organized team of some 600 volunteers 
made this another Manitoba success stacy 
attracting more than 55,000 spectators to the imt
ever event in Gimli Some 360 athletes from some 
40 countries took part in this. 

• (1500) 

It also went on to say that a large part of this 
event's success was the support they received from 
the town and the Rural Municipality of Gimli. 

They also went on to say that the 1994 World's 
was quickly recognized as the most competitive 
windsurfing event ever. Not only was the 1994 
championship the largest world championship in 
the last 15 years, but it said they had more than 
220 athletes and coaches in attendance than the 
slllD! champiooships which were held in Japan this 
past year. 

Gimli really did very well in organizing this. 
'lbey should be very proud of the job they did 
hosting the World Sailboarding Championships. 

Manitoba was also the site of the 1994 Western 
Premiers' Coofcreoce this past May. Gimli had the 
honour and distinction of playing host to the 
leaders of western and northern Canada and their 
delegations. Some of the discussions there 
revolved on issues important to the future of 
Manitoba and western Canada of its fiscal 
renewal, job ~ation, economic co-operation, 
agriculture and interprovincial trade. Gimli was 
selected as the host for a number of reasons, 
including the improved conference facilities, the 
<XJOrimJC'd COIIIDJDity support. the hospitality, and, 
of course, its scenic coastline. 

That is an example of why tourism is so 
iiq)ortant to Manitoba, to my constituency and to 
the areas of my constituency such as Gimli, 
Winnipeg Beach, also the Oak Hammock 
Interpretive Centre of Ducks Unlimited. It is 
attracting a lot of visitors. 

Hon. Harry Enos (Minister of Agriculture): 
Were there any birds this fall? 

Mr. Helwer: Were there any birds there? Just 
millions. The Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Eons) 
wonders if there were any birds. Yes, there were 
many, many birds. 

Oak Hanmock had one of the most successful 
S\1IIJila'S really as far as people going through the 
interpretative centre, a lot of schools, a lot of 
groups and people visiting and watching the ducks 
and the geese. It is a very enjoyable sight. The 
Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Eons) should be very 
proud of that, as he had a part in that when he was 



348 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA December 12, 1994 

Minister of Natural Resowces and getting that site 
located at Oak Hammock, because it is certainly a 
benefit to the people of Manitoba and especially 
the people of the Interlake area. It is a great 
tourist facility. 

Also, the Quauy Park in Stonewall has 
increased their tourism very considerably in the 
past number of years. It is doing very well and 
attracting many visitors from Winnipeg and 
throughout Manitoba and Canada When people 
visit the Quauy Park in Stonewall, they can go 
over to the Oak Hammock area and carry on down 
aloog Lake Winnipeg to the beaches there, such as 
Duonottar, Matlock, Winnipeg Beach and Gimli, 
and many enjoyable sights to see. That is why 
tomism is so important. 

Also, some of the events that are held in Gimli 
every year such as the Icelandic Festival, Sunfest, 
Sm Countty, all these events help tomism, help to 
atttact people from difl'crc:nt parts of Manitoba and 
Canada and the U.S. to Manitoba, to these events, 
so people like Sam Katz of Nite Out 
Entertainment certainly deserve some credit for 
organizing these types of events. They help 
everyone, help the CQ1ll1ll!mities and also keep 
everything going and then the tomism. 

I am also happy to teport that Gimli will have 
the distinction of playing host to the 1998 
Manitoba Winter Games. 1his is when athletes, 
coaches, fans will descend on Gim1i from all over 
Manitoba for this evmt. I am teally pleased to see 
Gimli host this event in 1998. 

Also, I was proud to be a part of the delegation 
where the village ofTeulon had presented a bid on 
the 1996 Summer Games. I was very proud to be 
a part of their presentation. They did an excellent 
job and certainly deserve a lot of credit. 

I tealize I only have a couple of minutes left. 
Madam Deputy Speaker, but one thing I have to 
talk about for a minute is, I am pleased to be the 
MLA for the fastest growing community in 
Manitoba, and that is the town of Stonewall and 
the area there. I just reamly got the statistics from 
the South Interlake Planning District thete. As an 

example, of how fast this area is growing, the 
building permits in the R.M. of Rockwood have 
more than doubled this year to $12 million from 
last year of only $5 million; from almost $2 
million of commercial development compared to 
$156,000 last year. So I am really pleased to see 
this kind of development going on. 

In the town of Stonewall, 56 new homes being 
constructed again in the town of Stonewall. Last 
year there wete 50, so in the last two years we 
have bad 106 IeSidences constructed or built in the 
community of Stonewall. 

I really want to congratulate this comnmnity on 
the job they have done. Obviously residents most 
certainly helped make Stonewall and the area 
around it, the R.M. of Rockwood, a great place to 
live and a great place to raise a family. 

So all these examples are just shining examples 
of how this goveiiDJlCnt has been working for all 
Manitobans. The directions outlined in the throne 
speech are truly a blueprint for the continued 
prosperity tbat this administration has been able to 
provide. 

Thanks again for the opportmity to address the 
throne speech, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. Gregory Dewar (Selkirk): Madam Deputy 
Speaker, it is a pleasure to be here to put a rew 
points on the ICCOid concerning the government's 
Speech from the Throne. 

I would like to begin by welcoming back all 
members of the House, yourself and the Speaker, 
the Pages, and if I do not have the opportunity I 
would like to wish all members of the House best 
wishes of the festive season and peace and 
prosperity in the new year. 

I would like to as well wish certain members of 
the legislature who will no longer be with us next 
session, the member for Turtle Mountain (Mr. 
Rose), the m::mber for Riel (Mr.Ducharme ), and of 
course the member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman), 
we hope that they do well in their future, in their 
retirement, and we all wish them well. 

-
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Madam Deputy Speaker, the government in their 
throne speech failed to mention a number of 
different things. We have not heard a great deal of 
some important issues raised by members 
opposite. As members in the House know, Selkirk 
has been hurt quite significantly by this 
govemnrnt's actions over the last four or four and 
a half years. 

In 1991, of course, they closed the Selkirk 
School of Psychiatric Nursing. The school of 
nursing was an institution in Selkirk for 72-73 
years. It was our only post-secondary educational 
facility in that community and its closure was a 
great loss to the commmity, a great loss to the 
deliveiy of mental health we in the province as 
well. It brought many individuals an opportunity 
to further their education. 

Then in the fullowing ~the government again 
closed the training plant in Selkirk, the Human 
Resource Opportunity Centre. This particular 
facility provided training to individuals who are on 
welfare. It allowed tbem the opportunity to receive 
significant training, allowed tbem to get off of 
welfare and retwn to the work force, but the 
government, in its infinite wisdom, decided that 
this was no longer needed in our comnnmity. 

'Ibey did not reach out to help individuals who 
are on social assistance break that cycle of social 
assistance and failed to provide them with an 
opportunity to find meaningful training and then, 
of course, meaningful employment. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, in last year's budget 
the govemnmt withdrew provincial funding to the 
friendship centre movement in Manitoba. In 
particular, this was of deep concern to me. I have 
a close association with the friendship centre in 
Selkirk. Being a former employee of the centre 
and having been a member of the board of 
directors, I understand the significant work that 
friendship centre fulfilled in our comnnmity. 
There was definitely a need for that type of 
program, that type of service that the centre 
provided 

* (1510) 

When the government withdrew provincial 
ftmding, the friendship centre unfortunately had to 
lay off three wolkers. One of those individuals 
was a worker who worked with youth. It was her 
task to provide individuals with self-esteem, self
confidence. There was also a drop-in centre 
facility there, and unfortunately they had to drop 
that particular program because of the provincial 
funding cut. 

As well, there was an associated cut in their 
funding from the fi:deral Cmservative government 
The liberal government, when they were running 
for election in 1993, promised that they would 
rescind those cuts, but of course once they got into 
power they instead followed through with the 
reduction in their federal funding which is a core 
funding. Right now, they are in some dire 
straights in the friendship centre movement. 

We are deeply concerned about the federal 
budget as it is being fomwlated-it will be 
delivered next year-and what that will mean for 
friendship centres and for all aboriginal and Metis 
people in the province. 

I will provide the members opposite with a 
chance to redeem themselves. That is something 
I am sure they are looking forward to do, and I will 
follow through in a number of those areas. 

I want to begin with education. I listened to the 
OOiliibltll of the member for Gimli (Mr. Helwer). 
The .ouOOer fur Gin:ii, in his constituency falls the 
Lord Selkirk School Division No. 11. As well, I 
believe, it is part of the member for Lac du 
Bonnet's (Mr. Pramik) constituency and the 
member for Springfield's (Mr. Findlay) 
cmstituency, so it is not simply in the constituency 
of Selkirk. He failed to mention the fact that this 
govenu• ent cut funding to the Lord Selldrk School 
Division by 2 percent. It represented a million 
dollars in their funding. 

It was the first~ in the history of the province 
that there was a reduction in funding. 1bat 
resulted in, unfortunately, the layoff of a number of 
teachers and support staff. It as well will 
seriously, I hate to say, jeopardize the education of 
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those individuals who are currently in the school 
system. 

The member for Gimli (Mr. Helwer), in his 
COllJID:D1s, failed to mention thal He spoke about 
a number of initiatives of the government. Some 
of them, I will admit, are positive ones. He failed 
to mention some of these unfortunate cutbacks of 
his government, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
especially if it affects the constituencies of Selkirk 
and Gimli. Many members of my family reside in 
the member for Gimli's constituency, and he did 
not address at all any of their needs as far as I 
could tell. 

Another issue I would like to raise is the issue of 
housing in Selkirk, the issue of public housing. 
Unfortunately, over the last number of years the 
housing stocks in Selkirk are in serious decay. 
They are deteriorating rapidly, unfortunately. 
Once again I want to make the pitch to the 
government and the appeal to the minister that 
they put some resources into the rebuilding and the 
renovation of the housing stocks in Selkirk, in 
particular, the Outhwaite-Sveinson area. I know 
that there was some moocy put into that. They 
"WCre supposed to have their doors replaced. Once 
again I appeal to the minister to get that done as 
soon as possible as we are now in the depth d. 
winter. Many individuals are raising concerns 
about the poor quality of their windows and d. 
their doors. 

It is quite ironic. 'Ibe mly way that an 
individual can get their door replaced is if it is 
damaged. Of course there are varying degrees d. 
damage as well It is a smart idea. It would create 
erq>loyn:att in our conmm;ty. In the long run, of 
course, it saves money because the housing stock 
would then be-individuals could live there for a 
longer period of time. AB well it would allow the 
tmaots to save some money in their heating costs. 

I want to talk a bit about jobs. I want to make 
some comments directed towards the Minister d. 
Industry, Trade and Tourism (Mr. Downey). I ask 
the ministers to work with the officials of TayCo, 
or what was formerly called the SHI project, to 
ensure that those jobs do come to Selkirk, and try 

to undo some of the damage done by the Liberal 
Leader when he demonstrated his ignorance of 
rural Manitoba and in particular our community. 

He has been on recoro as stating jobs in rural 
Manitoba are small potatoes. Instead of doing any 
thorough research, instead of asking the mayor of 
Selkirk or the Chamber of Commerce or the Triple 
S Business Development group in Selkirk, he 
stands up in the House and grandstands to get on 
the six o'clock news. He seriously affected, in a 
very negative way, the development of these jobs 
in our community. 

I ask the Minister of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism to continue to work with this group to 
ensure that these jobs do come to Selkirk. 

Another issue I would like to raise with the 
Minister of Industry, Trade and Tourism is the 
situation concerning the AMSCO plant, the 
AMSCO Cast Products plant in Selkirk. I ask the 
minister, on behalf of the 158 workers who work 
there now, to find a way to ensure that these jobs 
and this business are maintajned in the Selkirk 
community. 'Ibere is approximately a $4 million 
payroll wbidJ. would be lost if these jobs are gone. 
Again, it is very, very difficult to understand this 
type of situation. 'Ibe plant in Selkirk is making 
moocy, but the parent company which is 
headquartered in the United States is losing 
money. Again I appeal to the minister now to 
work haid to find a solution to that. I know that 
his officials in his department are working on it, 
and there is a great deal of anxiety in the 
conmmity right now as some deadlines approach, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. So I will give him, I will 
offer him, all my support as he works to find a 
solution to try to save those jobs in our community 
and to alleviate the fears of the workers and of the 
community in general. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I do congratulate the 
govemn mr to fiDally listening to us on this side of 
the House when they announced that they would 
be developing and establishing a forensic unit at 
the Selkirk Mental Health Centre, something that 
I have been pushing for since my election to this 
Chamber. It would enhance both the delivery d. 



December 12, 1994 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 351 

mental health care in the province; as well, it 
would provide a more secure atmosphere, a secure 
cnvironnrnt for the workers and for the patients at 
the Selkirk Mental Health Centre. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, historians will look 
back at this period in years to come. They will 
watch; then they will review the recmd of the 
Filmon govemment. There will be, I think, three 
or four areas that they will highlight One of them 
is the lack of support for children in this province. 
We do have here the second highest child poverty 
rate in all of Canada. I believe there are 62,000 
children who live below the poverty rate. Only 
Alberta has a record 1hat is worse than the one we 
have here in the province. I believe 
Newfoundland, as well, is in a poorer state than 
we are, but it is certainly not a recmd 1hat this 
government can be proud of. 

Another highlight 1hat historians will identify 
with this period is 1hat this is the govemmcnt 1hat 
brought in the highest deficit in the history of this 
province, and 1hat was in the 1992-93 fiscal year, 
where the actual deficit, based on Volume I of the 
Manitoba public accounts, was $748 million. 
They projected 1hat year 1hat it would be $330 
million. So, clearly, they were well over $400 
million out, Madam Deputy Speaker, and 1hat 
again will be part of the Fllmon legacy as 
historians will review this period 

Another one of what the historians will find 
wben they review this period is the attack by this 
government on the public sector of the province. 
We have seen 1hat with the government reducing 
the salaries of the public sector. First of all, there 
was a wage freeze and then a reduction the 
following year, Bill22. That particular legislation 
was uofortunately used by private industry as well 
to push back the wages of their employees. So you 
are seeing an attack on the public sector in tenns 
of wages, in terms of the health care system. 
Unfortunately, we in Selldrk were a victim of 1hat 
when they closed the School of Psychiatric 
Nursing, deep concems now with the Selkirk 
General Hospital about the employment levels of 
the hospital staff there. There are concerns as well 
in the nursing homes. They are deeply concerned 

about their administrators now applying the 4 
percent cut on their particular institutions. 

• (1520 

The other, of course, is the attack of this 
govemurnt on OlU' education system I mentioned 
that earlier where the Lord Selkirk School 
Division unfortunately had to take a 2 percent cut 
in its general financing from the government, 
grants from the government This has resulted in 
approximately a million dollars and as well will 
leave many individuals unemployed 

The fourth is probably one of the, unfortunately 
will be I suggest the largest, the biggest, legacy of 
this government, the incredible increase is 
gambling. 

We have seen now upwards of, it works out to 
a 1,650 percent increase in revenue 1hat they have 
received from gambling since the government took 
over till this day. Twelve million dollars was their 
projected revenues in 1988; now it is $220 
million. We have more VLTs per capita in 
Manitoba than anywhere else in Canada. We have 
eVel)' gaming initiative---think about 1hat for a 
moment, I would suggest-here in Manitoba. 
That again will be part of the legacy of this 
particular govemment. 

One day they brought out a-the Minister of 
Finance tabled or prepared and delivered some 
mtemmts on the g0\'C:I1111nt's receipts in terms of 
Lotteries. It was projected at $180 million; 48 
hours later the Minister of Lotteries tabled the 
annual report, which indicated 1hat the receipts 
from Lotteries would be $210 million. So there 
was a $30 million difference or $30 million gain 
in 48 hours, almost $700,000 per hour. 

The gaming revenues is one issue; the 
accountabilityofthis government is another. This 
is why I had the honour of tabling in the House 
last week one of our private members's bills, the 
Lotteries accountability act, which will require the 
government to initiate a commission of inquiry 
into gaming, to make rec()11UTIC'.J'Jdations after. The 
commission then would be given a mandate to 
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travel throughout the province to hear public 
presentations, then to develop a long-term gaming 
policy based upon the recommendations of 
individual Manitobans, something we have been 
calling for now for three years. We see that the 
Liberals have joined us in that call after the change 
in leadership and the change in critic and the 
former critic who wanted additional casinos. He 
was relieved of his duties and now the Liberals 
have taken our line on this and I believe they are 
calling for public hearings as well. 

The Lotteries ac:x:amtability act would make the 
Lotteries Corporation more accountable to 
Manitobans. It would require the Minister 
responsible for Lotteries Cmporation to provide to 
Manitobans timely financial reports; 14 days after 
the minister receives those IqKJrts, he or she would 
then be required to table and provide them to 
members of the House and to the public as well, 
not the way the system is now, where the minister 
simply releases that information at his own 
discretion. Our bill will require the minister to 
provide us that information whether or not the 
House is in session and, as well, require the 
minister to provide us information on the 
economic benefits and social costs of lotteries and 
gaming throughout the province, something that is 
not done at this moment. 

There would be a requirement of the five-year 
business plan to be released to members. There 
would be reports on gaming and gambling 
addiction. Those concems have been raised by 
members on this side of the House with the 
government. They have not been able to answer 
those concerns in a very satisfactory manner. 

Our legislation would require that the 
government provide that information to members 
of the House and by the government when they do 
pass their legislation. I assume, and we all 
assume, that they will be passing the legislation 
soon. To require them to do so would be to the 
betterment of all Manitobans. 

I want to speak briefly about one of the private 
members' resolutions that I was bringing in this 
session. That deals with the situation conceming 

the terrible condition of the Selkirk water supply. 
As members know, from time to time and under 
extreme conditions, the town of Selkirk draws its 
water directly from the Red River and uses that as 
a primary source of drinking water. 

There was an agreeumt signed in 1993 between 
the town of Selkirk, and I applaud the councillors 
and m1yors and all those involved who worked on 
this, the current administration and the former 
federal govemment under the direction of Mr. 
Mulrmey. There was an agreement entered into 
by all three levels of government to upgrade the 
Selkiik water system in a two-stage process. Part 
of Stage 1 was for ~ construction of a storage 
facility which would increase the town's water 
supply, would give at least three days' reserve. 
This construction is now underway, but the 
problem is, Stage 2 of that agreement required the 
building of additional wells so we had an 
additional source of water. 

Unfortunately, though, now the federal 
govei'Iliii2lt is indicating to the residents of the 
COIDDJDity that they may not be able to honour the 
second stage, so we in Selkirk will have a lmge 
storage tank with no capacity to put water into it. 

We are finding this now that the federal Liberal 
govemment is reneging on that, and I urge 
members, when the resolution comes forward, to 
speak in favour of it and to support the resolution, 
demanding that the bbal government support the 
town of Selkiik and the residents of Selkirk as they 
IOOYe towam upgrading and improving their water 
supply, something that, as members know, bas 
been an outstanding issue in our coomnmity for 
many~. That is a very, very important issue to 
the residents of Selkirk. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I just want to offer 
once again the government some suggestions to 
redeem 1:belmelves in the Selkirk community. One 
would be to rescind their cuts to the education 
system Another would be to work towards 
improving the housing stocks in Selkirk. It is a 
two- or three-fold idea that would improve both 
the quality of life for those individuals who live in 

-
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the housing stocks; it would provide jobs in our 
community. 

Speaking in terms of jobs, I again urge the 
Minister of Industry, Trade and Tourism (Mr. 
Downey) to work very hard to find a resolution to 
the problems facing the Amsco Cast Products 
plant in Selkirlc. He knows that there are 158-odd 
jobs that are at stake and a $4 million payroll to 
our commmity, and I urge the minister to make 
sure that he does whatever he can, whatever is 
possible, to ensure that this business continues in 
our commmity. I also urge him to work with the 
SHI plant, the TayCo plant or TayCo proposals so 
that we can have those 600-odd jobs come to our 
community even though there was some damage 
done by the Liberal Leader (Mr. Edwards) and 
some ofhis very unthoughtful comments earlier on 
in this session. He did considerable damage, but 
he also did considerable damage to himself. 
Again, I urge the govemment to work hard to 
ensure that these jobs do come to our community. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I just would like to, in 
closing, urge the govemment again on another 
issue, to work with the officials at the Selkirk 
Mental Health Centre to ensure that the forensic 
unit is established soon so, again, that we can 
provide the type of care that this facility can in our 
comonmity, and I urge them to move forwan:l on 
that. 

So, with those few oomments I would just like 
to say to all members that I wish them the best in 
the upcoming festive season. 

Thank you very much. 

• (1530) 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of 
Government Services): Madam Deputy Speaker, 
I am getting teased a little bit that this is my swan 
soog. Apparently, I will have another opportunity 
during this session to speak. [interjection] Yes, I 
am sure I am going to have another time to speak. 
Usually, though, I get to speak on the budget and 
not on the throne speech. So it is a good 
opportunity to have. It gives you a chance to 

probably slide around the floor a little bit like they 
do during the throne speech, but I do not have to 
go into the coostituency items that we generally go 
into. We usually have to go into them, but the 
people of Riel have talked to me enough, I guess, 
in the last 20 years, seven elections. I have been at 
their doors probably nine or 10 times. 

In this House it was almost nine years ago that 
I was first elected. It seems like nine weeks, but 
that is how it goes around this House. 

Maybe you can relate to the Speaker, and I know 
we are not supposed to refer to him not being here, 
but we always refer to the Deputy Speaker being in 
the Olair, so I JWSt say to the Deputy Speaker and 
the Speaker of the House-to congratulate him on 
the way he controls the House. He is like the 
referee that we need. He is very, very fair in his 
rulings, and he has become a very good friend, 
indeed, in the last nine years. 

Also, it is a pleasure always to serve in the 
cabinet. It is always a pleasure to serve with my 
colleagues in the Legislature. When you start 
talking about colleagues in the Legislature, after a 
while, when you are in this room, you start 
thinking about the individual and start thinking 
about the area that they are from. That is the type 
of relationship that comes forward As soon as 
something tlashed on the news or someone talks 
about an area, all of a sudden you relate to that 
member; he is in your mind 

To the Pages, every}af, every session, we have 
brilliant Pages. I cannot get over the other day 
that ooe young lady who, the first afternoon in the 
House, was able to get up and read everyone's 
name, and she had mly been there one aftemoon 
when we had our vote. 

Most people in this room probably would not be 
able to do that after being here for five years, so it 
was certainly-and that is the type of people we 
have been blessed with. I congratulate you, and I 
know you will enjoy your session. 

To those members, I will get a chance to say it 
again, but the member for Dauphin (Mr. 
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Plohman), who indicated that he will not be 
nmning again and my friend Bob Rose from Turtle 
Mountain, which was a big surprise to me when I 
got back, that Bob was not running, but everyone 
of us has our reasons. Some of us feel there are 
times when we want to do something else in our 
careers, and that is usually the reason. It is better 
to have you make your own decision than someone 
making it for you, but you do go through the 
process. It is probably no easier to make it five 
years down the road than it is now. However, 
when it gets in your mind, you will know when to 
make that decision. 

The Leaders, it is the same story in the House 
with the Leaders. I look around, the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Doer), whom I did not always 
with agree philosophically, but one thing about the 
Leader of the Opposition, be knows when the 
politics stop. I have always found him very fair 
that way. Also, to the Leader of the Secood 
Opposition (Mr. Edwards), who is probably a 
very, very smart young man. I know be is a smart 
young man. However, one of the seniors came to 
my office the other day. He said, Geuy, can you 
say something to the Leader of the Secood 
Opposition? I said, what is that Frank? He said, 
well, Gerry, he is a bright young man, and he said, 
generally, tell him, everything in life is just a 
matter of time; be patient. 

I guess, when we enter politics, we all have to 
leam to be a little more patient. I know, myself, I 
will never learn to be patient, but at least in your 
mind you improve on that. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, as we near the end of 
year of the Year of the Family and enter into the 
year of Manitoba's 125th anniversary in 
Confederation, pethaps it is a time, of which we 
have all done in this Chamber during the throne 
speech, to reflect c:n what makes our province such 
a great place to live. Having talked to many 
Manitobans who travel throughout the world, the 
majority of these people say that they would not 
live anywhere else. 1bey say that, once you have 
Red River gumbo in your veins, you always return. 
And then we ask, why is it that Manitoba is such 
a great place to live? What made us who we are 

today? I think the answers that always keep 
coming back to these questions go back to the 
beginnings before Confederation when our 
forebears were the pioneers of this province--the 
m:n, the woman and the children alike-who, we 
all know, worked very, very bard physically and 
mentally to make a better life for ourselves. 

I think if you look around, no matter what 
political stripe you are or whatever you are coming 
from, today is no different. Like the pioneers of 
this province who came to a new land with a 
vision of making a place for themselves on the 
prairies and a better life for themselves and their 
families, Manitobans today who started and 
expanded their small businesses have a strong 
belief that this province will provide the 
environment needed to fulfill their dreams. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, small business is the 
mainstay of our province. If you look through the 
recotds, it accounts for 80 percent of the new jobs 
in the ccmomy, and the llUIDber of our home-based 
businesses and cottage industries is growing, 
showing that the pioneer spirit is still alive and 
doing well in Manitoba. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, in the last six years, 
this government has introduced initiatives to help 
individuals start new businesses and expand their 
businesses. 1bis govenm1ent has lowered taxes on 
small businesses, introduced smarter regulations, 
nDJced red tape, introduced initiatives like Grow 
Bonds and Rural Economic Development 
Initiative, where our rural COJD11Dmities have 
invested in their commmities. 

They also introduced capital instruments to 
make it readily access financing, instruments such 
as Business Start, Crocus Investment Fund and 
Vision Capital. This government in the throne 
speech has provided and will provide additional 
capital for small business with the introduction of 
a pooled investment fund. 1be Leader of the 
Secood Opposition (Mr. :Edwards) in his reply to 
the throne speech mentioned that this government 
is doing nothing for small business. I would 
suggest he go back and maybe do a little bit of 
homework. The individuals whom I talk to in 

-
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small business believe in this province and wbat 
this province is doing. 

I also ask, and one question I ask the Leader of 
the Second Opposition-even though I know he 
reads the Free Press, I would suggest he read it 
and read it because over the last couple of months 
they have been profiling-and not just read some 
of the articles written by some of the, maybe I 
would say, little more than the left-wing type of 
joumalism that we do get sometimes-that they 
read about some of the small profiling about rural 
businesses, such as even the small one like the 
W oodsbed in Killarney where the Peters started 
out by making woodcraft for sale at craft shows 
and now employ, I think, up to ten people, and are 
going to expand again next year. Just a small 
portion of many, many people who have 
introduced and are doing well in small business. 
We have heard nothing other than probably a little 
bit of Jbetoric from the member for St. James (Mr. 
Edwatds), and we also would like to hear maybe 
some of his policies and plans for small business 
in Manitoba. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, just another word of 
caution to the member for St. James, when he 
looks across the border and sees what bas 
happened the~e and why the people in the United 
States kicked out the liberals after 43 years of rule. 
'Ibe whole idea of what the new government bas 
sold-what they have sold is less legislation, 
smaller governnrnt, less taxes-puts more money 
in the people's pockets. That is what they have 
sold, and that is why they have all of a sudden 
after 43 years just completely kicked them out of 
office. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, in his reply to the 
throne speech, the member for St. James (Mr. 
Edwards) spouts the metoric regarding the deficit 
and unemployment. How does this member plan 
to get rid of the deficit and eteate employment? So 
far he bas just stated we should not have a deficit. 
He also said we should deal more effectively with 
employment. 

Once again, without giving the secood 
opposition's policies and plans for dealing with 

these two items, as stated over and over again by 
the chambers of commerce in this province, in 
order to eteate jobs, you have to eteate an 
environment conducive to business so that these 
businesses can employ people. 

• (1540) 

I do not know where the member has been for 
the last several years. This government has just 
done that. 

This government bas taken large steps towards 
m:ating this mvirmm:nt and as a result jobs have 
been eteated. This govemment, while eteating a 
positive business climate, will also reach its goal 
of a balanced budget in the 1996-97 iJScal year or 
befote while maintaining public services, yes, in 
spite of the JDeDJber for Inkster's (Mr. Lamoureux) 
declaration the other day. 

I usually do not quote the member for Inkster 
because we have something that we have always 
had, a good relationship in our dealings. He 
mentioned across the way the other day that he 
would vote against any budget, any budget at all. 
Well, I hope that I am in this Ownber, if there is 
a balanced budget down the road. I hope in this 
Chamber that I watch as we all get up to vote, 
watdlhimas he sits in his chair. However, maybe 
he will change his mind. Being a Uberal, he 
might change his mind, being a Liberal. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, all this that we have 
provided in the last several years is in the guidance 
o( I would say, probably one of the best Premiers 
this province has ever had, and it has been a 
pleasure to work under this individual. A lot of 
people probably do not know the Premier like I 
know the Premier. 

Maybe I will give you a little story about when 
I decided in May not to nm again. 

The Premier knew that my wife had been ill, so 
I went to the Premier, my wife, Yvonne, and I 
went to the Premier in May, and we sat down with 
the Premier and walked into his room and I told 
him that we decided that I was not nmning again 
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in Riel. He did not look at me and ask me why. 
He turned around to my wife right away and said, 
Yvonne, are you doing okay? That is the type of 
person this Premier is. That is the type of person, 
the background that he comes from. 

He knows he has a tough job. He has to control 
all these members in this caucus. That is a tough 
enough job as it is. I am saying, he knows, and 
that is the type of individual he is. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, we go on with what 
our government has been doing. We have been 
maintaining and improving vital public services. 
It is important to all Manitobans, and this 
government is committed to doing just that. 

As the pioneers before us, caring for those in 
need is an instinctive response. 1be homesteaders 
would band together when a fiunily's house or bam 
burned down to build another one; and, if someone 
was without food or clothing neighbours would 
share what they had. Today, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, it is no di1ICreDt, and this government has 
created the system of social services and incOJllle 
programs to make sure that those in need will 
obtain the support required. Help for women and 
children in abusive situations and encouraging 
economic independence for employable welfare 
recipients have been priorities and will continue to 
be priorities with initiatives, such as the Making 
Welfare Work initiative, the second-stage housing 
for wOJIICil and dlildren leaving abusive situations, 
The Food Donations Act, the Taking Cllarge 
initiative for single mothers, and a stronger stance 
on the Manitoba Maintenance Enforcement 
Program. 

As well, Madam Deputy Speaker, this 
governnrnt will use existing programs to provide 
children living in poverty with the tools and 
opportunities for a better prospect in life. We 
have maintained the monies in education and 
training, and we know it is necessary for everyone 
to better themselves and their prospects in life. 

The Leader of the Second Opposition (Mr. 
Edwards), in his reply to the throne speech, states 
the best way to enhance education is put the child 

first and to focus an the classroom. Is he telling us 
that getting back to the basics and involving 
parents in education of their children are not 
putting the child first? He also states that the 
teachers should be allowed to teach rather than 
delivering health programs and social programs. 
Madam Deputy Speaker, the Minister of :Education 
(Mr. Manness) has just introduced a bill which 
will allow teachers to teach without the constant 
wony with regard to disruptive behaviour in the 
classroom If the member for St. James has talked 
tommy teachers, he would find that this has been 
a major problem in classrooms where the teacher 
has had no authority to suspend disruptive 
students. I, basically, have talked to a lot of the 
teachers that have been here many, many years. 
They are the ooes that will tell you how strong and 
necessary this legislation is. 

The Minister of Education has also introduced 
legislation to give principals the power to keep 
individuals not enrolled in the school off the 
scbool grounds, especially those who are involved 
in the drugs and are there to create trouble. My 
belief is that the teachers and the principals of 
Manitoba sdlools will welcome this legislation. I 
believe the students, parents and teachers will also 
benefit from the numerous education-related 
programs under way throughout the province that 
bring the latest in computer information and 
technology to the classroom through the 
information highway, for instance, the very 
important Distance Education and Technology, 
which will improve the design and delivery of 
educational prognum throughout Manitoba so that 
all dlildren in Manitoba will have equal access to 
education. 

As well, Madam Deputy Speaker, a new 
arrangement will give students and teachers 
improved economical access to a world of 
information through Internet, a high-speed, high
volume, worldwide electronic information and 
communication system In the ncar future, the 
global classroom: the interactive sites and sounds 
bringing students together who are otherwise at 
great distances. I wonder where the policies and 
plans of the secood opposition are, and even of the 
first opposition party are, with regard to education. 
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1be information highway, as we all know it to be 
called, is not only benefiting education but also 
health in this province. 

The Provincial Health Information System is 
being developed so that the program now in place 
regarding drugs will be increased to link all health 
care stakeholders, thus eliminating duplication, 
unnecessary waste and abuse of services. During 
a recent conference that I hosted with the federal 
minister responsible for seniors, there are other 
provincial jurisdictions that are developing the 
same kind of networks. As well, the ministers in 
their communique stated that with the increasing 
desire of seniors to remain in their homes for as 
long as possible, govetD1DC'2lts are expanding 
comnnmity-based, in-home health and social 
support services. This government, as all others, 
has seen the need for health reform and the shift to 
more community-based care and services. 

Seniors today are one of Manitoba's valuable 
resources. Too often the contributions of our older 
citizens are overlooked and ignored We place 
little value on the hours of volunteer worlc: given 
up by this age group. 

Without the programs, such as Meals oo. 
Wheels, hospital carts, school lunch programs, 
Friendly Visitors, Handi-Transit, cotrnmmity clubs 
and others, too many to mention, we would be in 
trouble. 1be needs of seniors nmst be addressed 
as whole human beings, not just as needy 
recipients of various government programs and 
services. 

'lbe Seniors Directorate was established by our 
Premier (Mr. Filmon) in 1988 to find ways of 
developing a IDJre integrated approach to meeting 
seniors' needs and to give seniors more proffie in 
the government. That directorate acts as a central 
point of contact for seniors, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, a place where seniors can call to get 
information on a wide variety of services and 
programs that affect them 

The Seniors Information Line, as we call it, 
established in 1989, is a toll-free provincial-wide 
service. It allows seniors to call the directorate, 

talk to the experienced staff and have their 
questions and concems handled promptly. Not 
only is the line the central source of contact for 
other departments, but it is also a way of putting 
seniors in touch with the comnnmity groups or 
Oiganizations which might help them The Seniors 
Information Line is well used. I believe it has 
handled over 7,000 calls since it was put in. 

Just reo:ntlywe have developed a newsletter for 
seniors called Seniors Source that highlights 
government programs and services geared 
specifically for them We want to make sure that 
they are aware of what is available to assist them 
'lbe newsletter provides a service similar to that of 
the information line but in print form It will be 
distributed through a bi-weekly publication called 
Seniors Today. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the staff of the Seniors 
Directorate realize that consultation with seniors 
nmst be an essential part of our decision making, 
policy development and program planning. We 
nmst actively seek seniors' views on all matters 
that have an impact on them The directorate also 
holds frequent meetings with commmity groups 
where issues such as elderly abuse, housing, 
transportation are frequent topics of discussion. 

As a result of what seniors and those delivering 
services to seniors tell them. staff identify issues 
requiring attention. Directorate staff deliver 
educational workshops and offer referral and 
consultation services. 'lbey also ensure that the 
views of seniors and their organizations in rural 
and northern Manitoba be heard. 

1be educational component of our work is 
enhanced by the preparation and distribution of a 
number of pamphlets. 'lbey include information 
oo. topics seniors themselves have identified as 
important. Two of these pamphlets developed by 
the directorate are Questions to Ask Your Doctor 
and Pharmacist on Taking Medication, and the 
other one being Seniors Emergency Preparedness. 

In respoo.se to requests fi:om professional service 
providers, we developed the protocols for elderly 
abuse. We reguiarly distribute Abuse of the 
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Elderly, which is a guide for the development of 
protocols, and the award-winning financial abuse 
video, Standing Up for Yomself. We were told at 
our conference just recently, Manitoba is this 
country's leader in understanding elderly abuse. 

Sometimes our cmsultations during our process 
are IDJre fonnal. We have just recently completed 
a consultation on personal care homes and 
residential care facilities in Manitoba. Sitting on 
the departmental steering committee involved in 
this consultation were the Seniors Directorate, 
Manitoba Health, Family Services and Policy 
Management. 

• (1550) 

1he primary aim of this consultation was to 
identify better ways of co-onlinating the services to 
seniors through home care, residential care and 
personal care homes. We must also, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, find ways to keep Manitobans up 
to date on care, service levels and facilities so they 
can make more informed decisions. 

This view is part of our ongoing efforts to 
iiqm>ve health care in Manitoba and find the most 
cost-effective ways of providing these services. 
We think it is important to add the COJ1liWIIity 
involvement and ensure that seniors and their 
families have inaeased input in the care of seniors, 
and a care report of this consultation is now being 
prepared. 

1he involvement of the different government 
departn:rnts and the development of good working 
relationship among them from the beginning has 
made for a thorough and effective consultation on 
the issues involved. 

To address the whole of their lives and not only 
their individuals needs, the Seniors Directomte 
looks at issues from a govemment-wide 
perspective and regularly reviews programs and 
services for seniors offered across the province. 
1here have been a number of different projects. I 
have just mentioned a few, and the one regarding 
residential care and personal care facilities. 
Previously, in co-opemtion with Manitoba 

Housing there was another video established, 
Designing for People, not Prizes. This video is an 
educational tool for groups that are planning to 
develop or renovate multiunit housing projects for 
seniors. 

Another project resulted in the development of 
a protocol and guide for multidisciplined teams to 
deal with elderly abuse. My staff worked with 
Manitoba Justice to develop a charging directive 
for law enforcement agencies similar to that for 
spousal abuse. The government recognizes this is 
only the beginning, that there is still a lot more 
that nwst be done . 

Recently the Manitoba Council on Aging, 
moved over to my portfolio from Health, has been 
an invaluable source of advice and guidance. Our 
council has represented various areas of diverse 
adtures throughout the province. I meet with the 
council now on a bimonthly basis and look 
forward to the information they bring. They have 
a good working relationship and work co
opemtively to develop information packages that 
will benefit the seniors of Manitoba. 

As a matter of filet, Madam Deputy Speaker, for 
the Year of the Family the council held many 
different contests dealing with grandparents. One 
of them, the essay was, Why My Grandparents are 
Special. It went out and we had hundreds of 
replies back. We chose seven winners, and the 
response was amazing. Madam Deputy Speaker, 
as we all know today, it is not easy to grow old in 
any country, and especially Canada. Ageism, 
prejudice against the elderly, exists everywhere in 
our adture, including the medical profession, and 
as the Minister responsible for Seniors and as 
someone who, some say, is in that aging process, 
I believe we have a responsibility to find solutions 
that will allow Canadian seniors to age with 
dignity, independence and with respect for their 
experimce and wisdom which we all benefit from. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the seniors of today 
can tell you from experience the changes that have 
taken place in our society in the 20th Century. 
Creativity, imaginatioo and knowledge continue to 
be the essentials of a progressive, productive 
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society. The products of this energy of the mind 
and how we use them have changed radically in 
the 20th Centmy and are continually changing 
society itself. I was speaking about the 
information highway. This is the new world of 
technology which has developed from the early 
beginnings of the telephone, television and 
oomputer technology. In fact, we are becoming an 
infonnatioo. society which is involving marriage of 
computers, television and telecomnnmications. 

On the eve ofManitoba's 125th anniversary, we 
want to ensure that the people of this province are 
in the best possible position to benefit from, 
compete in and take advantage of the new global 
environment known as the information highway. 

Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, and in the future, 
this government in partnership with Crown 
corporations and, of course, very important, the 
private sector, has worked to foster a positive 
environment for business development d 
mainstream players in our informatioo. society. 
The laneways of the information highway, a stat~ 
of-the-art fibre optic network, are in place 
throughout most of the province 

(Mr. Speaker in the Chair) 

In April '94, Mr. Speaker, the government 
approved an agreement that committed Manitoba 
cable televisioo. operators to invest in modernizing 
the existing cable networks in Manitoba. As well, 
the cable operat01'S are anticipating spending more 
to get the information or change it, to gather the 
infonnatioo. and the existing cable network and are 
committed to developing a new microwave system 
to deliver nwltichannel television service to rural 
households not serviced by cable TV. 

Mr. Speaker, while fibre optics and cable form 
the roads, there are key technologies involved in 
directing the traffic at ultrahigh speeds to move a 
nwltitude of services such as a voice, video and 
data. The most critical of these technologies is a 
switch now known as the ATM system, as ATM 
switch technology has arrived in Manitoba. This 
govemment recently went into market, and in the 
upcoming~. the private sector and the public at 

large will have access to this network. It will 
mean that business through most of the province 
will be able to do their data commmications in 
Manitoba without long distance charges. 

Mr. Speaker, Ibis type of informati~ most 
important priority is the government's lead that 
they have taken, a lead that ultimately it is the 
private sector who will be the dominant player in 
the development of the information highway. 

Mr. Speaker, how nmch time do I have? 

Mr. Speaker: Twelve minutes. 

Mr. Ducharme: Okay. 

Mr. Speaker, my Department of Government 
Services has played a major role in the 
development of this Manitoba information 
highway. This is only a small portion of what has 
been happening in my department. 

As we stated in the throne speech, spending 
taxpayers' moo.ey smarter has been our guiding 
principle, and no one knows that more than 
myself, who is in a department, that you can spend 
more wisely. Programs have been made more 
efficient by eliminating overlap and duplication. 

This past summer the Premier (Mr. Filmon) and 
the Prilre Minister of Canada signed an agreement 
aimed at improving delivery of govemment 
services and reducing overlap and duplication 
betwten the federal government and the provincial 
government. While the agreement identified 11 
specific programs such as locating federal and 
provincial services in the same office, using 
Bnviroo.ment as an example, and the provision of 
services to federal departments by Manitoba's 
Fleet Vehicle Agency. There is an opportunity in 
the future for extension of this type of thinking to 
other support services. 

Mr. Speaker, some of the most gmtifying work 
that I have had in the last couple of years is the 
development of the Special Operating Agencies, 
and this re1lects the govemment's realization of the 
need to change, to remove certain constraints, 
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promote cost-effective and more businesslike 
service delivery, delegate more responsibility for 
operational matters throughout the organization, 
improve customer service, client consultation and 
monitoring of service quality, make better use of 
information technology. 

SOAs, as they are called, are operation 
organizations within departmental structures 
which deliver these type of services. Government 
Services has been a leader in this area with two 
areas, one being the Fleet Vehicles and the other 
being the Materials Distribution. These are the 
two Special Operating Agencies in place. 
Materials Distribution is an agency which 
provides materials to boards, departments, while 
the agency provides moving, transportation, 
disposal, storage services. Its largest revenue base 
is derived from the provision of approximately 
4,000 commonly used products. 

Several of the notable improvements have been 
the attainment of net income, attainmc:nt of 
increased target delivery to client departments, 
improved inventory turnaround, declease in data 
entty time pertaining to accounting activities, 
deciease in the length of time to pay agency 
suppliers, improved information to departments 
regarding savings available. 

• (1600) 

Mr. Speaker, the other SOA that we developed 
was Fleet Vehicles, which manages a fleet of 
approximately 2,200 vehicles and leases these 
vehicles out on a full-cost recovery basis to 
government departments and certain boards, 
Crown corporations and agencies. Some of the 
positive results after we formed the SOA and 
different departments were now responsible for 
their individual costs, we found out that there was 
an approximate elimination of 500 vehicles, 
development of a service agreement. 

We also achieved not only the 500 less 
automobiles, but we tumed a profit in '93-94, a 
$1.6 million profit that we can pay back into the 
Special Operating Agencies. The Special 
Operating Agencies are examples. 

The Leader of the Second Opposition (Mr. 
Edwanls) often mentions that we have to get more 
mean and lean in the way we do government All 
departments have been doing that. Most people do 
not realize that our g()Ve!Illl'X'2l1 in four budgets has 
spent less than we had in revenues. The first time 
it has been done in many, many years. It is not 
looked upoo, and we have dme that in the last four 
or five budgets. 

Mr. Speaker, we will continue to look at 
different types of g()Ve!Illl'X'2l1 operations in dealing 
with SOAs. We also, in my department, 
participated in the Canada-Manitoba Infrastructure 
Program. This was the work of the downtown 
Assiniboine River walkway from the Legislative 
Building to The Forks. We are working together 
to provide Manitobans with a remarkable legacy. 
That is very, very important. I will tell you a little 
story about when we started this. 

Back when the mayor and I and Nick Diakiw 
talked to the federal government back in '85, we 
looked at The Forks program. At that time, 
through the Core Area we were able to do the 
riverbank, and then the opportunity came to do the 
final part of that particular program and that was 
the south grounds. It will have the infonnal 
elc:nrnts related to the casual nature of the existing 
walkway . 

Large plazas are being constructed, one north of 
Assiniboine Avenue, with a pool and fountain as 
its focus; one south of Assiniboine Avenue to 
overlook the river. Both plazas will incorporate 
additional Jigbting, benches and interpretive 
features, landscaping and decorative paving to 
create opportunities for public gatherings and 
events. Integrated into the design of both plazas 
are the sights for the commemorative plaques and 
monuments to recognae and celebrate the very, 
very important people and events that constitute 
Manitoba's history and heritage. 

Assiniboine Avenue proper is being realigned 
for an iJ:qJroved pedestrian crossing area, a bicycle 
path and designated parldng areas. All this will be 
for those who are always worried about the 
handicapped;itwillbecompletelybandicapaccessible. 

-
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Mr. Speaker, it is always nice to get up and 
speak in regard to the accomplishments of the 
government. There are many things to talk about 
when you do get up as a minister. Each minister 
generally likes to talk a little about his department. 
A lot of the good news does not get out In 
general, I know in the last year that people of 
Winnipeg and Manitoba have now finally decided 
or finally are starting to receive some of the 
information that is ve:ry, ve:ry important to show 
that this government has been a leader in Canada 
in regard to its financial. It has been a leader in 
Canada in looking after its health care and its 
educational care and its welfare recipients. It is a 
leader. When we come in and celebrate the 125 
years as part of our count:ry, the people of 
Manitoba will see all that. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I invite all Manitobans 
to work with us as a team to make Manitoba an 
even better place to live and work that it has been 
for the last 124 years. I know this side of the 
House will continue, and probably continue into 
the next century, in providing government that 
these people will look at Thank you ve:ry much. 

Mr. Neil Gaudry (St. Boniface): It gives me 
great pleasure to rise again in this Olamber to 
reply to the throne speech. Mr. Speaker, 99.9 
percent of my speech will be in French. I 
appreciate the translation that is there at all times. 

An Honourable Member: It is a constitutional 
right. 

Mr. Gaudry: I do not look at it that way. I feel 
that it is what they have done here in Manitoba as 
far as bilingualism is concerned. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to welcome you back 
as Speaker of the Legislature. You have been 
there for a long time, and we appreciate what you 
have done. I welcome also the Deputy Speaker 
who has done a great job in this Chamber. I also 
would like to welcome eve:ry one of the members 
who have retumed to this House and would like to 
pay tribute to the ones who have left and who will 
be leaving after this session: the member for Riel 
(Mr. Ducharme) who has been a good friend over 

the six -plus years that we have been in this 
Legislature; the member for Turtle Mountain (Mr. 
Rose); the member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman); 
the member for F1in Flon (Mr. Storie) who have 
contributed a lot for their constituency and for 
Manitobans over the years they have served and 
my past leader, the Honourable Sharon Carstairs 
who has gone to the Senate-

An Honourable Member: Liberal heaven. 

Mr. Gaudry: That is okay. You can say what 
yw want, but she has done a great job for 
Manitobans also. 

Monsieur le president, 

Pennettez-moi de vous faire part de mes 
meilleurs voeux ll'occasion de l'ouverture de cette 
sixieme session de 1a umte-cillqureme Ugislature 
de 1a province du Manitoba. Je crois, Monsieur le 
president, que cette session sera pour vous remplie 
de nouveaux defis en raison de Ia presente 
cm.joncture politique de Ia chambre. Cest certain 
que vous allez etre appel6 l prendre des decisions 
qui pourroot avoir des repercussions profondes sur 
les travaux de cette legislature. 

Monsieur le president, j'ai eu l'occasion de 
regarder l'entrevue que vous avez accon:tee l1Dl 
joumaliste de l'emission «Ce soiP de Radio
Canada, 1a veille de l'ouverture de 1a chambre de Ia 
demiCre session. Vous avez souligne que votre 
respoosabilit6 pretnrere Ctait envers les citoyens et 
citoyennes de cette province, que vous avez 
toujours respectes. Je suis certain, Monsieur le 
president, que si l'occasion se presentait oo vous 
6tiez appele l participer l 1Dl vote, vous seriez 
guide par l'int6tet public, comme vous l'avez fait 
dans le pass6. 

Le fait que le gouvemement dispose d'une 
majorit6 precaire ne devrait pas, par ce fait meme, 
nous precipiter en election. Comme deputes nous 
avons comme devoir le rOle d'etudier 
soigoeusem:ot chaque projet de 1oi depose en cette 
cbambre. Comme moo chef I' a indique l maintes 
reprises, si le projet de loi est raisonnable et merite 
d'etre adopte, nous voterons en faveur. Par contre, 
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si le projet de loi A notre avis n'est pas dans 
l'intCret public, nous n'aurions alors pas de choix 
que de voter contre. Nous sommes guides par les 
memes principes qui vous guident, Monsieur le 
president. 

Pour nous, membres de !'opposition li~rale, 
notre r6le n'est pas de prendre le pouvoir A tout 
prix. Notre rOle consiste A collaborer pour 
apporter des solutions concretes aux probl~mes 
qui inquretent les Manitobains et les Manitobaines 
et l assurer un meilleur avenir pour tous les 
ltsidants et toutes les tisidantes de cette province. 

Je suis de Ia fciim opinion que le gouvemement 
et I' opposition ont chacun un rOle bien s¢cifique, 
respectivement celui de gouvemer et celui de 
critiquer, mais de critiquer de f~ constructive, 
de IDIIIIiCie positive en sugg6rant des solutions aux 
probl~. Car il est tres facile de critiquer. Une 
opposition responsable doit savoir dCmontrer au 
gouvemement Ia gravit~ de ses mauvaises 
d6cisioos tout en offrant le correctif ~cessaire Ala 
situation. Une opposition doit etre vue par le 
peuple comme le gouvemement en attente de 
remplacer celui au pouvoir. 

Pour tous les deput~s de cette chambre, Ia 
prescote session est tres critique. Nous avons des 
d~fis difficiles et importants l n:lever durant les 
prochains mois. Olaque secteur de notre soci~t~ 
est en periode de bouleversement et d'incertitude. 
Dans certains cas, cette incertitude et ces 
bouleversements sont li~s l des ~non:aes 
sociaux et ~onomiques sur lesquels nous avons 
peu ou aucun contrOle. Par contre, dans d'autn:s 
cas, ces bouleversem:nts et ces incertitudes sont le 
resultat din:ct de !'inaction de Ia part du present 
gouvemement aux probl~mes qui pourtant etaient 
evidents il y a quelques 81lll6es, et en raison de 
cette inaction, se sont amplifies et sont maintenant 
devenus encore plus difficiles lligler. 

Monsieur le president, certains des probl~mes 
identifies dans le discours du tr6ne sont recents, 
c:fautres ne se pretent pas l des solutions faciles et 
imln6diates. Par ailleurs, plusieurs autres 

probl~s auraient d6 dejA etre ligles ou 
devraient 8tre sur le point d'etre ligles. Pourtant, 
les voill encore l nouveau apparailre dans un autre 
discours du tr6ne, comme c'est le cas avec Ia 
reforme du sys~me de sante, l'education et jen 
passe. 

Moosieur le ~ident, le discoms du trO.ne a peu 
de nouveau l offrir. Ce n'est A vrai dire 
principalement qu'un recyclage d'anciennes idees, 
de programmes impopulaires et de metorique 
politique. Ce qui m'a etonne dans le discours du 
tr6ne est le fait que tout ce qui se rapportait l des 
nouvelles politiques et initiatives etait inspW par 
les politiques du gouvemement li~ral de Jean 
Chretien: le programme d'infrastructure, 
l'IUIISnagem:ot de Ia ville de Winnipeg, l'autoroute 
electronique, et d'autres. Au niveau des nouvelles 
idees, d'une nouvelle vision, le gouvemement a 
peu l offrir dans son discours du tr6ne. 

Pourtant, Monsieur le president, les 
M.anitobains et les Manitobaines, comme tous les 
Canadiens et toutes les Canadiennes, veulent de 
nouvelles idees, de nouveaux programmes, Wl 

nouveau regard sur l'avenir. Les Canadiens et les 
Canadiennes ont Iiagi positivement au Parti 
liberal federal principalement en raison du 
programme dCtaill~ qui leur avait e~ offert et qui 
leur avait ~te si bien explique dans le «Livre 
rouge•. 

Monsieur le president, ce n'est pas necessaire 
que les Canadiens et les Canadiennes soient 
c:faccord avec tout ce que propose le «Livre rouge». 

Evidemment, il y a mati~ l discussion et A 
reflexion. Cependant, ce qu'il est essentiel de 
reconnaitre, c'est que le «Livre rouge• offre aux 
Canadiens et aux Canadiennes des nouvelles 
initiatives, des nouveaux programmes, une 
nouvelle philosophic de gouvemer. Ce que nous 
avons devant nous dans ce discours du trOne est un 
document peu inspirant, un document pondu par 
un gouvemement vide d'idees et de politiques, un 
gouvemeomt qui cberdle l completer son mandat 
en esperant nous faire croire que des politiques 
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recycl~ peuvcm passer inaper~es. que peut~tre 
apres six ans, certains commenceront l produire 
des resultats. 

Monsieur le president. je n'ai pu ~viter de me 
fixer loogueornt sur une d~laration qui se trouve 
au troisimle paragraphe du discours de Ia demi~re 
session. et je cite: 

«La tiche Ia plus difficlle que notre g~~ration 
se doit d'e~er-notre plus grande 
responsabilit~ ll'~gard de nos enfants - c'est 
de filire naitre dans nos vies et dans les leurs un 
sentiment de ~~ et d'avoir confiance en 
notre avenir.» 

Sans aucun doute, nous ne pouvons cheminer 
~ sociC~ si nos enfants perdent confiance en 
leur avenir. Un jeune sans espoir devient lDl 

fiudeau pour Ia soci~. lDl fardeau pour chacun et 
cbacune d'entre nous. D'autie part. un jeune 
rempli d'espoir contribue l sa socif~ et fait 
progresser cette demi=. 

n faut ~viter l tout prix de permettle l nos 
jeuoes de perdre l'espoir. Cependant. Monsieur le 
president, si on ne peut leur offrir des emplois 
coocrets. c'est fon probable qu'lls perdront espoir 
Cvcntuellenr.ot. Incapable d'avoir acres au marclle 
du travail.le jeunc dlOmcur devient non seulement 
une charge publique, devant survivre sur le bien
etre social, mais dans certains cas se toume contre 
Ia socift~ et devient ~galement enracin6 dans le 
syst~me ¢nal et le syst~ correctionnel. 

Monsieur le president. panni les programmes de 
creation d'emplois pour les jeunes.le discours du 
tr6ne mentionne les initiatives REDI et les 
progran:m:s LaJ'Kl:I'R"Jlt de carri~res et Panenaires 
des jeunes. Dans le discours du trOne de Ia 
precedcnte session l~gislative. n ~tait indiq~ que 
ces programmes avaient prof'rt~ l plus de 4 000 
jeunes de Ia province. Ce que Jaimerais savoir, 
Monsieur le president. est combien de ces 4 000 
jeunes ont aujourd'hui un emploi ax~ sur une 
~ritable carri~re. 

Monsieur le president. ce qui me bouleverse 
dans ce discours du trOne, c'est Ia priorit~ qu'on 

semble donner l l'imponance d'assurer que les 
jeunes ont confiance en l'avenir. Quand j'ai 
entendu ce message de Ia part du gouvemement 
conservateur j'~tais optimiste que parmi les 
programmes que le gouvemement annoncerait 
dans le discours du trOne, on retrouverait des 
initiatives concretes de fonnation et de creation 
d'emplois pour nos jeunes. A. rna grande 
d~ception. il n'y avait rien de nouveau pour les 
jeunes. 

L'absence de nouvelles initiatives de creation 
d'etq)lois m'~e profond6ment. Dejl dans le 
discours du trOne preredent. le gouvemement se 
vantait du fait qu'en 1993 il y avait une 
augmentation nette de 6 000 emplois nouveaux 
dans le secteur privt par rappon l l'aruree 
pre<*bue. Monsieur le president. je me demande 
quel est !'impact ~ritable de ces nouveaux 
erq>lois sur l'ecroomie dans son ensemble. lorsque 
six l sept milles personnes par ~ quittent 
notre province. 

Bn d'autres mots. pour chaque nouvel emploi 
~dans le secteur pri~. une personne a~ le 
Manitoba. Et. oU dans les calculs peut-on situer 
les emplois perdus dans le secteur public et 
parapublic? Comme mon chef l'a mentionne 
auparavant. dans les faits, il y a 16 000 personnes 
de plus qui sont sans emploi depuis l'~lection du 
gouvemement conservateur en 1990. 

• (1610) 

Monsieur le president. le discours du trOne 
souligne I'~ et Ia contribution des petites 
entreprises l Ia croissance ~onomique. Ma 
circonscription compte un bon nombre de petites 
entreprises, paniculi~rement le long des rues 
Goulet et Marion et sur le boulevard Provencher. 

rai souvent l'occasion de dialoguer avec ces 
petits comme~ants et je puis vous assurer que. 
pour Ia plupart. etre en affaires represente un <16fi 
quotidim. radmire le courage et Ia ~nacit~ de ces 
entrepreneurs, car sans eux et sans elles le 
ch6rnage dans rna circonscription serait encore 
plus ~lev~. 
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En partageant avec moi les d.ifficult6s que 
certains ont l swvivre au jour le jour, je degage 
des paralleles d'un cas l !'autre : Ia TPS, le 
fardeau fiscal, une decroissance des marcbCs, les 
consommateurs reticmts en raison d'un manque de 
confiance dans 1'6conomie, des institutions 
financi~res inflexibles l un manque de 
financement. N6anmoins, Monsieur le president, 
Ia forte majorite de ces CODDa~ants soot encore ll 
aujourd'hui et, grice l eux et l elles, Saint
Boniface demeure une comnnmau\6 oo Ia petite 
en.treprise est 01Dllipr6sente. 

Je suis heureux d'apprendre que le 
gouvemement propose d'entamer de nouvelles 
initiatives afin d'enoourager I' expansion des petites 
en.treprises. fes~re que ces initiatives offriront 
quelque chose de concret aux. petites en.treprises 
car nous ne pouvons continuer de tol6rer le taux 
eleve de faillite dans ce secteur. 

Monsieur le president, nous devons egalement 
miser sur les industries de tel6communications et 
du traitement de l'information. Monsieur le 
president, dans le domaine des industries de 
!'information et des t616communications il n'y a 
pas de ~res. Pour ces industries, il n'est plus 
necessaire d'ette etabli l Toronto ou l Montreal ou 
l Vancouver ou l New York. Elles peuvent 
s'installer autant dans les petits centres que dans 
les grands centres. Elles peuvent aussi bien se 
trouver h Winnipeg ou h Brandon ou h Steinbach 
qu'h Toronto ou l Montreal. De fait, il y a m8me 
des avantages l s'installer dans les plus petits 
centtes, lh oo les co6ts de Ia vie soot moins eleves 
et oo 1a qualite de vie est generalement meilleure. 

Monsieur le president, Winnipeg off.re encore 
d'autres avantages que l'on ne retrouve pas dans 
certains grands cen.tres--une main-d'oeuvre 
bilingue. 

Monsieur le president, le su~s que Ia ville de 
Moncton a connu dans sa recente croissance 
comme centn' commercial et industriel aux. plans 
national et regional, peut etre attribue en partie au 
fait que les chefs d'entreprises etaient attires par le 
caract~re bilingue de Ia ville et le fait qu'on avait 
acres l une main-d'oeuvre bilingue. D n'y a 

auame raison pourquoi Winnipeg ne pourrait pas 
en faire autant l ce chapitre. D'ailleurs, on a eu le 
plaisir de visiter Moncton ensemble, Monsieur le 
president. Ce gouvemement doit promouvoir 
davantage Ia ville de Winnipeg comme etant une 
v6ritable ville bilingue afin d'attirer de nouvelles 
entreprises au Manitoba. 

Monsieur le president, au debut de m:n 
allocution j'ai menti011Il6 le programme 
d'infrastructure. Bien que le programme 
d'infrastructure ait vu le jour grice au 
gouvememcnt Cllretim, il s'agit d'une initiative oii 
Ia collaboratioo des trois niveaux de gouvemement 
a jusqu'l present ete presqu'exemplaire. fai eu 
!'occasion de participer h des consultations avec 
des representants et des representantes des trois 
paliers de gouvemement ainsi qu'avec des 
Iq»"6seotants et representantes de Ia commnnan\6. 

Tout au long de ces consultations, ce qui m'a 
beaucoup impressionne c'est !'importance que 
chacun et chacune mettait sur le financement de 
projets concrets et durables. n n'y etait pas 
question de proposer ou d'appuyer un projet pour 
des raisons partisanes ou pour obtenir des gains 
politiques. Au contraire, les intetets de Ia 
conunnnaute, au sens large, etait Ia consideration 
primordiale. 

Monsieur le president, lorsqu'on examine Ia 
selection de projets, l'on constate que les projets 
ont ete choisis pour des motifs 6conomiques et 
sociaux et non pas pour des motifs partisans. D 
n'y a pas de desequilibre dans Ia repartition des 
projets d'une circonscription l !'autre. Aucun 
depute federal n'a ete favorise au detriment d'un 
autre pour des motifs partisans. I.e processus de 
selection des projets d'infrastructure demontre l 
que1 point le premier ministre Chretien est decide 
dans ses plans d'eliminer le favoritisme. 
Admettons qu'un programme d'infrastructure 
dirige par le gouvemement conservateur de Brian 
Mulroney amait e\6 d6sastreux, avec Ia totalite des 
projets allant l Baie-Comeau et d'autre comt6s qui 
etaient autrefois des chiteaux forts du parti 
conservateur federal. 

• (1620) 

-
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Monsieur le president, le Manitoba are~ plus 
que sa part du budget f&l6ral pour Ia creation de 
projets d'infi:astructures, et reconnaissons de f~on 
juste : ceci est g:rice i\ une grande initiative du 
gouvemement lib6ral de Jean Chretien. 

Monsieur le president, depuis qu'il est au 
pouvoir le gouvemement conservateur ne cesse de 
preconiser le developpement rural. Je suis loin 
d'etre convaincu que des progres significatifs ont 
ete accomplis dans ce domaine jusqu'i\ present et 
cela m d6pit de !'importance que le gouvemement 
semble y accorder. Le programme d'infrastructure 
donnera, i\ mon avis, un meilleur sens i\ ce qu'est 
le developpement rural. 

L'extension des services d'alimentation en gaz 
nature!, et le nouveau ~me 

d'approvisionnement d'eau i\ Portage-la-prairie ne 
sont que quelques exemples de projets durables 
pour les communautes rurales qui se traduiront 
non seulement par une ~lioration nette de Ia 
quaiite de vie des residants et des residantes, mais 
egalement par une croissance d'activites 
economiques en milieu rural. 

Monsieur le president, j'etais egalement heureux 
d'apprendle que les trois niveaux de gouvemement 
soot sur le point de signer une nouvelle entente sur 
l'~gement de Ia ville de Winnipeg. Je m'en 
suis rejoui car, dans ma circonscription, il y a 
beaucoup de projets qui sont inacheves. 

n est important que Saint-Boniface se retrouve 
dans cette nouvelle entente. La conummm1te de 
Saint-Boniface peut contribuer de f~on encore 
plus significative au developpement touristique, 
economique et commercial de Ia ville de 
Winnipeg. Les residants et les comme~ants de 
Saint-Boniface ont deji\ une vision de leur 
commmaute dans le cootexte de l'~nagement de 
Ia ville de Winnipeg. 

Monsieur le president, j'es~re que cette 
nouvelle entente leur permettra de realiser 
pleinement leurs reves. Je leur promets de faire 
tout mon possible pour que Saint-Boniface 
obtienne sa juste part. 

Monsieur le president, je suis heureux 
d'apprendre que le gouvemement propose de 
renouveler son interet dans le projet d'initiatives de 
cooperation entre les gouvemements de l'Ouest et 
les administrations territoriales. Lorsque nous y 
pensons, plusieurs pays ont moins de barri~res 
entre eux que les provinces du Canada entre elles. 

De meme, il existe des regroupements de pays, 
par exemple les pays de Ia Communaute 
europeene, qui ont un plus grand nombre de 
programmes et d'ententes de collaboration entre 
eux que les provinces canadiennes entre elles. 
Nous ne pouvons plus tarder i\ mettre en oeuvre 
cette initiative, car toutes les provinces de I' Ouest 
et les territoires pourront en b6neficier. 

Monsieur le president, je veux souligner moo. 
appui aux projets de creation d'emplois pour ceux 
et celles qui sont assistes par le bien~tre social. 
n est important toutefois d'assurer que ces 
personnes ne seront pas tout simplement des 
boucbe-trous et que les postes dans lesquels ils 
seront places leur permettront d'acquerir une 
formation professionnelle et une experience de 
travail veritable et enrichissante. 

Dans le domaine de l'eclucation, Ia presente 
annee scolaire est Ia premi~ pour Ia nouvelle 
division scolaire francophone. Je peux assurer les 
membres de cette chambre que Ia population 
~manitobaine COIJl'te jouer un rOle important 
dans le d6veloppement des politiques en matiere 
d'education et je souhaite que le ministre convie 
les representants de cette nouvelle division au 
meme titre que les autres divisions scolaires dans 
Ie processus decisionnel provincial. 

Monsieur le president, en mati~ d'eclucation 
post-secondaire, bien que je reconnaisse le rOle 
important des coll~ges communautaires je 
m'oppose i\ ce que le gouvemement joue les 
coll~ges comnmnautaires contre les universites. 
Le succes de nos coll~ges et de nos universites est 
critique pour l'avenir de notre province. Si nous 
permettons i\ nos universites de couper des 
programmes et des services de f~on dramatique 
COllll:e semble le proposer le gouvemement, toute 
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Ia province en souffrira les consequences ll long Ia sante. I.e ministre doit ne plus tarder ll regagner 
terme. Ia coofiance de ceux et celles qui oeuvrent dans le 

domaine de Ia sante. La sante de !'ensemble de 
fai le privil~ge d'avoir dans rna circonscription 

le Coll~ge de Saint-Boniface, une institution 
universitaire qui comprend egalement un coll~ge 
C(liiiiTJmautaire offrant un vaste choix de coors de 
secretariat bilingue, de comptabilite et 
d'administration. Quant aux programmes 
universitaires, apres avoir atteint un certain 
niveau, plusieurs etudiants et etudiantes doivent 
quitter Ia province pour poursuivre leurs etudes en 
fran~ais dans d'autres disciplines, tels que Ia 
mCdecine et le droit. 

lls soot obliges de quitter Ia province vers 
Ottawa, Moncton, Montreal ou Quebec 
simplement parce que les programmes dans 
lesquels ils veulent s'inscrire ne sont pas 
d.ispm.ibles au Manitoba. Pour certains, lorsqu'ils 
quittent pour poursuivre un programme d'etudes, 
il ne reviennent plus au Manitoba. Nous perdons 
une personoe dans laquelle, comme Manitobains, 
nous avons investi des milliers de dollars et cela 
parce qu'elle ne pouvait poursuivre son 
programme d'etudes au Manitoba. Nous perdons 
quelqu'un qui aurait pu apporter une contribution 
precieuse i\. notre province. 

Si le Coll~ge universitaire de Saint-Boniface est 
oblige d'effectuer d'autres coupures dans ses 
budgets, noos allons perdre un plus grand nombre 
d'etudiants. Si nos autres universites seront 
obligees de cooper dans leurs programmes et 
services, le meme pht~ se repetera, les 
etudiants et les etudiantes iront poursuivre leurs 
etudes dans d'autres provinces. Je ne propose 
point par mes commentaires que le gouvemement 
abandonoe ses plans d'intensifier le rOle des 
coll~ges commmautaires, car cette proposition est 
valable, mais ne le &isons pas au detriment de nos 
universites. 

Monsiem le president, le discours du tr&le a 
traite une serie de questions et plusieurs promesses 
ont ete faites. Bien que toutes les questions qui 
sermt peut..etre abordees dans cette session soient 
importantes, voire meme urgentes dans certains 
cas, aucune n'est plus importante que le dossier de 

nos concitoyens et concitoyennes en depend. 

Monsiem le president, j'aimerais terminer mon 
allocution en soulignant que je suis confiant que 
cette session sera des plus fructueuses. Nous 
avons des tiches difficiles i\. accomplir et nous 
devons travailler autant que possible ensemble 
dans un esprit de collaboration. Les membres de 
cette chambre ont tous et toutes le bien..etre et les 
interets des Manitobains et des Manitobaines ll 
coeur, j'en suis convaincu. Evidemment, il y a des 
~ d'opinioo. sur ce qui devraient etre nos 
priorites et les moyens d'atteindre les buts que 
nous visons. C'est mon soubait qu'ensemble nous 
trouvions le compromis necessaire pour nous 
permettre d'augmenter Ia qualite de vie pour tous 
nos concitoyens et toutes nos concitoyennes. 

Monsieur le president, j'aimerais conclure en 
esperant que le budget qui sera presente tres 
prochainement devant cette chambre par le 
gouvemement ne sera pas aussi vide d'idees et 
d'initiatives coocretes que le discours du tr&le. Si 
le present gouvemement conservateur est fatigue 
et i\. bout de souffle, qu'il aille se reposer car le 
Parti liberal au Manitoba est plein d'idees, avec i\. 
sa tete un jeune futur premier ministre plein 
d'mergie et de dynamisme qui est pret ll repondre 
aux attentes des Manitobains pour l'avenir. 

faimerais terminer moo intervention en citant 
une pensee de Monsieur Stanley Knowles, une 
pensee qui i\. moo avis retl~te assez bien la 
situatioo. po1itique actuelle au Manitoba, et je cite: 

Au pulemcnt, I' opposition devrait se comporter 
de fa~n l convaincre la population qu'elle 
pourrait faire mieux que le parti au pouvoir. 
Personoe ne pourra nier que notre syst~me 
fmc:tioone mieux lorsqu'il y a un changement de 
gouvemenrnt ll intervalles raisonnables. Fin de 
citation. 

Et Monsieur le president, apres avoir alteme 
pendant de nombreuses annees entre les 
gouvemements conservateurs et les neo-

-
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democrates, les Manitobains et les Manitobaines 
auront en 1995 !'occasion de voter pour l'autre 
fa~on de gouvemer, Ia fa~on liberale. 

[Translation] 

Mr. Speaker, allow tre to convey to you my best 
wishes on the occasion of the opening of this Sixth 
Session of the Thirty-Fifth Legislature of the 
Province of Manitoba. I believe that for you, this 
session will be filled with new challenges as a 
result of the present political configuration in the 
House. It is certain that you are going to be called 
upon to make decisions that could have profound 
repercussions on the work of this Legislature. 

Mr. Speaker, I have bad the opportunity to 
watch the interview that you granted a reporter 
from the program Ce soir on Radio- Canada the 
day before the opening of the last session of the 
House. You emphasized that your first 
responsibility was to the citizens of this province 
whom you have always respected, and I am certain 
that if the occasion OCCU1'red in which you were 
called upon to participate in a vote that you would 
be guided by public interest as you have been in 
the past. 

The fact that the govermnent bas a precarious 
majority should not in itself precipitate an election. 
As members, we have the obligation of seriously 
studying evezy bill that is tabled in this House. As 
my leader bas indicated many times, if the bill is 
reasonable and deserves to be adopted, we will 
vote in favour of it; however, if the bill, in our 
opinion, is not in the public interest, we would 
have no choice but to vote against it. We are 
guided by the Satre principles as those which 
guide you, Mr. Speaker. 

For us, as members of the Liberal opposition, 
our role is not to assume power at any price. Our 
role consists in co-operating to bring concrete 
solutions to the probletm that concern Manitobans 
and to ensure a better future for all residents of this 
province. 

I am firmly of the opinion that the government 
and the oppositioo each have a very specific role to 

play: respectively that of governing and that of 
criticizing, but criticizing in a constructive and 
positive manner and suggesting solutions to 
problems. For it is very easy to criticize. A 
responsible opposition nmst be able to 
demonstrate to the government the seriousness of 
its bad decisions while offering the necessary 
measures to retredy the situation. An opposition 
JDJst be seen by the people as the government-in
waiting-waiting to replace the one that is in 
power. 

For all members of this House, the current 
session is very critical. We have difficult and 
important challenges to take up in the coming 
months. Each sector of our society is in a period 
of upheaval and uncertainty. In certain cases this 
uncertainty and this upheaval are related to social 
and economic phenomena over which we have 
little or no control; however, in other cases, these 
upheavals and uncertainties are the direct results of 
the inaction of the current government in regard to 
problems which were obvious several years ago 
and which, because of this inaction, have grown 
larger and now have become still more difficult to 
resolve. 

Mr. Speaker, certain problems identified in the 
Speech from the Throne are recent; others do not 
lend themselves to easy and immediate solutions. 
Moreover, several other problems should have 
already been resolved or should be on the point of 
being resolved; however, there they are once again 
reappearing in another Speech from the Throne, as 
is the case with health reform, education and I 
could name others. 

... (1610) 

The Speech from the Throne bas little to offer 
that is new. In fact, it is simply a recycling of old 
ideas, unpopular programs and political thetoric. 
What astonished me in the Speech from the 
Throne is the fact that everything that bad to do 
with new policies and initiatives was inspired by 
the policies of the Liberal govermnent of Jean 
Ouetien: the infrastructure program, the 
Winnipeg Development Agreetrent, the informa
tion highway and others. In terms of new ideas 
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and a new vision, the government has little to offer 
in its throne speech. 

Mr. Speaker, Manitobans, like all Canadians, 
want new ideas, new programs and a new 
perspective on the future. Canadians reacted 
positively to the federal Liberal govemment 
principally because of the detailed program that 
was offered to them and which was so well 
explained in the red book. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not necessary that Canadians 
be in agreement with everything that is proposed 
in the red book. Obviously, there is matter for 
discussion and reflection. However, what is 
essential to recognize is that the red book offers 
Canadians new initiatives, new programs, a new 
philosophy of government. What we have before 
us in this Speech From the Throne is a not very 
inspiring document, a document tumed out by a 
govemment that is emptied of ideas and policies, 
a gove''"' mt 1bat seeks to complete its mandate in 
the hope of making us believe that recycled 
policies will pass unnoticed and that pedlaps after 
six years, some of them will start to produce 
results. 

Mr. Speaker, I could not help but look at length 
at a statement found in the third program of the 
speech from the last session, and I quote: The 
defining challenge for om generation, om most 
important responsibility to om own childml, is to 
provide security in om lives and theirs, and to 
build confidence in om future. 

1here is no doubt that we cannot progress as a 
society if om children are losing confidence in 
their future. A young person without hope 
becomes a burden for society, a burden for each 
and every one of us. On the other hand, a yomg 
persm who is filled with hope contributes to his or 
her society and causes this society to progress. 

Mr. Speaker, we must avoid at all costs causing 
our young people to lose hope. However, if we 
cannot offer them real jobs, it is very probable that 
they will lose hope eventually. Incapable of 
accessing the labom market, a young, unemployed 
persm becomes not only a public burden who has 

to swvive m social assistance, but in certain cases 
will tum against society and become also mired in 
the penal and correctional systems. 

Mr. Speaker, among the job creation programs 
for young people, the Speech From the Throne 
nrntims the REDI, CareerStart and Partners with 
Youth programs. In the Speech From the Throne 
for the last legislative session, it was indicated that 
these programs had benefitted more than 4,000 
yomg people in the province. What I would like 
to know is bow many of these 4,000 young people 
now have a job that is truly oriented towards a 
career? 

Mr. Speaker, what upsets me in this Speech 
from the Throne is the emphasis that seems to be 
given to the importance of ensuring that young 
people have confidence in the future. When I 
heard this message on the part of the Conservative 
government, I was optimistic that among the 
programs 1bat the government would announce in 
the Speech from the Throne we would find 
concrete training and job creation initiatives for 
our young people. To my great disappointment 
there was nothing new for young people. 

Mr. Speaker, the absence of new job creation 
initiatives worries we greatly. Already in the last 
Speech from the Throne the government was 
boasting about the fact that in 1993 there was a 
net inaease of 6,000 new jobs in the private sector 
in comparison to the precening year. I wonder, 
what is the true impact of these jobs on the 
econcmy as a whole when six to seven thousand 
persons per year are leaving our province? 

In other terms, for each new job created in the 
private sector, one person left Manitoba, and 
where in the figures can we account for the jobs 
lost in the public and parapublic sectors? As my 
Leader mentioned earlier, in fact there are 16,000 
more persons who are without a job since the 
election of the Conservative government in 1990. 

Mr. Speaker, the throne speech stresses the 
importance and the contribution of small 
businesses to economic growth. My constituency 
has quite a large number of small businesses, 
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particularly along Goulet and Marion Streets and 
on Provencher Boulevard. I often have the 
opportunity to talk with SIDall business people, 
and I can assure you that for IDOst of them being in 
business is a daily challenge. I admire the courage 
and tenacity of these enttepreneurs because 
without theiO unemployment in IllY constituency 
would be even higher. 

In sharing with me the difficulties that some 
have in smviving from day to day, I see parallels 
from one case to another: the GST, the tax 
burden, the sbrinldng IDilrlcets, the wary consumers 
who lack confidence in the economy, rigid 
financial institutims leading to a lack of financing. 
However, IDOst of these business people are still 
there today, and thanks to theiO St. Boniface 
remains a comnmnity where SIDall business is 
omnipresent. 

I am pleased to leam that the government is 
proposing to undertake some new initiatives in 
Older to encourage the expansion of small 
businesses. I hope that these initiatives will offer 
something concrete to small businesses, because 
we cannot continue to tolerate the high rate of 
failure in this sector. 

Mr. Speaker, we also have to look at the 
teleoommnnications industry and data processing. 
In the area of the information industry and 
teleconummications, there are no borders. For 
these industries it is no longer necessary to be 
situated in Toronto or Montreal or Vancouver or 
New York. 'Ihey can set up business just as easDy 
in SIDall centres as in large ones. They could be 
located in Winnipeg or Brandon or Steinbach as 
easny as in Toronto or Montreal. Indeed, there are 
even advantages to locating in SIDaller centres 
where the cost of living is lower and where, in 
general, quality of life is better. 

* (1620) 

Mr. Speaker,' Winnipeg offers other advantages 
that are not found in certain large centres, that 
being a bDingual work force. The success that 
Moncton has experienced in its recent growth as a 
commercial and industrial centre on the national 

and regional level can be attributed in part to the 
fact that business leaders were attracted by the 
bilingual nature of the city and the fact that they 
bad access to a bilingual labour force. There is no 
reason why Winnipeg could not do just as well in 
this regard, and we had the pleasure of visiting 
Moncton together. 1bis government has to 
proiDOte this city IDOre as a truly bilingual city in 
order to attract new businesses to Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, at the beginning of IllY speech I 
mentioned the infrastructure program. Although 
the infrastructure program saw the light of day 
thanks to the OJretien govemment, it is an 
initiative in which the co-operation of all three 
levels of government up to this time has been 
aliDOst exemplary. I have had the opportunity to 
participate in consultations with representatives 
from the three levels of government as well as with 
community representatives. 

Throughout all these consultations what 
impressed me greatly was the inlportance that 
everyone attached to the financing of concrete, 
sustainable projects. There was no question of 
proposing or supporting a project for partisan 
reasons or in Older to obtain some political gain. 
On the contmry, the interest of the CODJilllDlity in 
its broad sense was the primary consideration. 

(Mr. Maroel I...aurendeau, Acting Speaker, in the 
Clair) 

Mr. Acting Speaker, when we examine the 
choice of projects we see that the projects were 
chosen for economic and social motives and not 
for partisan IOOtives. There is no imbalance in the 
distribution of projects between one constituency 
and another; no federal MP has been favoured to 
the detlin:mt of another for partisan reasons. The 
selection process for infrastructure projects 
demonstratesd to what a degree Prime Minister 
Chretien is determined in his plans to eliminate 
favouritism. 

Let us admit that an infrastructure program 
directed by the Conservative govemment of Brian 
Mulrooey would have been disastrous, with the 
totality of projects going to Baie-Comeau and 
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other ridings which were once strongholds of the 
federal Conservative Party. 

Manitoba received JDOl'e than its share of the 
federal budget for the creation of infrastructure 
projects, and let us recognize it fairly: This is in 
great part thanks to the initiative of the liberal 
government of Jean Chretien. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, since it has been in power 
the Conservative government has continually 
advocated rural developnrnt, but I am far from 
cmvinced that significant progress has been made 
in this area to date, in spite of the fact that the 
gOVfliDID"..t seerm to attach so much importance to 
it. 'Ibe infrastructure program. in my opinion, will 
give a better sense ofto what rural development is. 

1be extcnsioo of natmal gas supply services and 
the new water supply system in Portage Ia Prairie 
are just some examples of sustainable projects for 
rural communities which are translating not only 
into a net improvement of quality of life for the 
residents but also into growth of economic 
activities in the rural milieu. 

I was also pleased to learn that the three levels 
of government are oo the point of signing a new 
Winnipeg Development Agreement. I rejoiced at 
this because in my constituency there are many 
uncompleted projects. It is important that St. 
Booiface be included in this new agreement. 1he 
St. Boniface comnnmity can contribute in a still 
more significant way to development in terms of 
tourism, ecooomy and comrnen:e in the city of 
Winnipeg. 

1he residents and business people of St. 
Booiface already have a vision of their conmmnity 
in the context of the development of the city of 
Winnipeg. I hope that this new agreement will 
allow them to fully realize their dreams, and I 
promise them that I will do everything in my 
power so that St. Boniface may obtain its fair 
share. 

I am pleased to learn that the government is 
proposing to renew its interest in the co-operative 
initiatives between western provinces and 

territories. When we think about it, there are 
fewer barriers between many countries than 
between Canadian provinces. 'Ihere are also blocs 
of nations, for example, those of the European 
community, who have a greater number of co
operative programs and agreements among them 
than do the Canadian provinces among 
themselves. We can no longer delay in 
implementing this initiative because all the 
western provinces and territories can benefit from 
it. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, I want to emphasize my 
support for the job creation projects for those who 
are oo social assistance, however it is important to 
ensure that these persons are not simply going to 
be stopgaps and that the positions into which they 
are placed will permit them to acquire true 
professiooal training and the work experience that 
is genuine and enriching. 

In the area of education, the C1.JIIent academic 
year is the first for the new Francophone school 
division. I can assure the members of this House 
that the Franco-Manitoban population intends to 
play a significant role in development of policies 
in cducatim. I would like the minister to invite all 
representatives of this new division on the same 
basis as the otber school divisions to participate in 
the provincial decision-making process. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, in terms of post-secondary 
education, although I recognize the important role 
of cQOlJDlmity colleges I object to the government 
playing off the community colleges against 
universities. 1be success of our colleges and our 
universities is aitica1 to the future of our province. 
If we are going to allow our universities to cut 
programs and services dramatically, as the 
government seems to be proposing, the entire 
province will suffer the consequences in the long 
run. 

It is my privilege to have in my constituency St. 
Booiface College which is a university institution 
that also includes a conmmnity college that offers 
a great choice of courses, bilingual secretarial 
skills, accounting and administration. As for 
university programs, after having reached a certain 
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level many students must leave the province to 
pursue their studies in French in other disciplines 
such as Medicine and Law. 1bey have to leave the 
province to go to Ottawa, Moncton, Mont:real or 
Quebec, simply because the programs in which 
they wish to enroll are not available in Manitoba. 

Sonx of them when they leave to pursue a 
program of studies never come back to Manitoba. 
We lose a person in whom, as Manitobans, we 
have invested thousands of dollars because of the 
fact that they could not pursue their program of 
studies in Manitoba. We lose someone who could 
have made a precious conttibution to our province. 

If St. Boniface College is obliged to carry out 
other budget cuts, we are going to lose a greater 
number of students. If our other universities are 
obliged to wt into their programs and services the 
sanx pbeDQ1Jlt71011 will be repeated. Students will 
go on to pursue their studies in other provinces. 
By no nxans am I suggesting that the government 
should abandon its plan to intensify the role of 
comrmmity colleges, because this is a valid 
proposal, but let us not do so to the detriment of 
our universities. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, the Speech from the Throne 
dealt with a series of questions and several 
promises were made. Although all the questions 
which may be broached in this session are 
important and even urgent in certain cases, no 
question is more important than the health 
portfolio. 1he minister must delay no fmther in 
~egaining the cont'kb!ce of those people who work 
in the health sector. 1he health of all our citizens 
depends upon it. 

I would like to conclude my speech in 
emphasizing that I am confident that this session 
will be very fruitful. We have difficult tasks to 
accomplish, and we must work as much as 
possible in a spirit of co-operation. The members 
of this House all have at heart the inte~ests of 
Manitobans. I am convinced of that. Obviously, 
there are differences of opinion as to what should 
be our priorities and as to the means of ~eaching 
our goals. It is my wish that together we find the 
compromises necessary to allow us to 

improveocrease the quality of life of all our fellow 
citizens. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, I would like to conclude in 
hoping that the budget which will be pieSented 
very shortly before this House by the government 
will not be as bereft of cone~ete initiatives and 
ideas as the Speech from the Throne. If the 
present Conservative government is tiled and out 
of steam it should go and take a rest, because the 
Liberal Party of Manitoba is full of ideas and has 
as its Leader a young future Ftrst Minister who is 
full of energy and is ready to meet the expectations 
of Manitobans for the future. 

I would like to cmclude by quoting a thought of 
Mr. Stanley Knowles, a thought which in my 
opinion reflects the curient political situation in 
Manitoba fairly well, and I quote: In Parliament 
the opposition should behave in such a way as to 
convince the populatim that it could do better than 
the party in power. No one can deny that our 
system functions better when the~e is a change of 
govemment at reasonable intervals. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, after having alternated for 
a DllDlber of years between Conservative and New 
Demx:ratic goveumcnts, Manitobans will in 1995 
have the opportunity to vote for the other way of 
goveming, the Liberal way. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Acting Speaker. 

• (1630) 

Hon. Oaytoo Manness (Minister of Education 
and Training): Mr. Acting Speaker, it is a 
pleasu~e to rise once again. It is an honour to rise 
and to address yet another throne speech, a 
document which is just full of vision, a document 
that lays forward the 1'rairewoik and the path of the 
journey that this province, I know, wants to take. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, I would like to pay tribute 
to the Speaker at this time for providing guidance 
over the activities of this Chamber, to his staff, to 
the new Pages, two of which are constituents of 
mine. I take great pride in their selection and I 
will even take greater pride in the manner in which 
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they are going to attend to the services of this 
Assembly. 

(Mr. Speaker in the Chair) 

I am vecy proud of the reconl of the government 
and I know we will be called upon as we have over 
the course of nmch debate, not only in this House 
but as we go from place to place, as we go from 
opportunity to opportunity to explain what it is 
and how it is that we have governed over the 
course of the last wmber of years. I look forward, 
of course, to defending that record as we move 
into, let us say, the nm up to the election. 
[interjection] Mr. Speaker, I have been challenged 
as to whether or not a nomination date has been set 
in that great riding of Morris and the answer is 
yes, it has been set. There is a nomination date set 
for early Mardl and, of course, Mr. Speaker, if the 
Premier dictates and it needs to be brought forwud 
sooner, it certainly can be done. 

Mr. Speaker, I am glad that the member for 
Inkster (Mr. Lamoureux) is so interested in that 
great riding of Morris. It does my heart proud to 
know that he has our better interest at heart. 

Although we will gladly and fortbrightly defend 
the record of an incredible government over the 
course of many~. the issue with respect to this 
throne speech is renewed vision in the essence of 
the speech. Yes, I know Manitobans are fully 
aware that this is a seasoned government, and yet 
they also know that hard decisions after IDJCh 
consultation have been made. That invariably, of 
course, leads to some criticism; it invariably leads 
to a falling-out of some of the constituency. That 
is part of governing, and members of the 
opposition parties are well aware of that. 

As I will indicate later, it is their great fear of 
taking a side on any issue and it is why they are 
afraid to address particularly education renewal 
and reform today. It is why that in the area of 
health reform, they can do nothing but dwell on 
some of the funding issues as if they were in 
themselves the be-ail and the end-all and the 
guarantor of a healthy public policy and indeed a 
provision ofhealth services that our citizens want. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that members opposite are 
hard-pressed to take on the new vision that we 
provided within the throne speech, and yet we will 
challenge them at every opportunity. You know, 
as an aside, I find it interesting if one wants to 
categorize the political parties within the province 
today that the status quo parties sit to your left. 

Mr. Speaker, the parties of d:umge, the parties of 
reform, the parties of vision, the parties of hope, 
and the parties of the next century are, indeed, the 
party that sits to your right, the government that is 
prepared to accept the challenges, the government 
that is prepared to accept change. 

So I address the clear vision for tomorrow that 
is obviously encompassed within the throne 
speech, but before I do I want to once again try
even though I know at times it is difficult, at times 
I know it is almost counterproductive and some 
would say unproductive-to focus upon the fiscal 
state of our province because it is leaning. My 
c()llUTIC"nla[y is in support of a commitment made 
in this throne speech, and that is dealing with 
balanced budget legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not delude myself for one 
secmd in realizing that this is a quagmire, for 
recognizing that when one begins to discuss and 
debate fiscal policy that 1V s across the land tune 
out, that indeed members leave the House, that 
individuals really do not care. So I am vecy 
mindful of that, given the myriad of statistics, 
givm the interpretation of numbers, given the fact 
that there never is a common base or a common 
rationale of understanding, but I still try and will 
try one more time. 

I know full well that very few pundits will try to 
understand the CODJl1ll2lts that I am going to make. 
I know the wmbers are huge and they are difficult 
to understand. Yet, I know that some very few 
will read the reconl and yet very few though will 
COlllllll:nl on the words I state or indeed that others 
will state on the fiscal standing of the province 
unless of course I make a slip or unless I offer a 
line that can be taken out of context. The reality 
is, I feel better in stating it for the record one more 
time. 
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So, Mr. Speaker, again I point out for the 
record, when we left the govemment, $89 million 
was directed towards interest costs, $89 million 
when we left the govemment. 1be Lyon 
govemnmtleft office in 1981. In 1988, when we 
~back to government, $500 million-plus was 
the interest cost of the day-$500 million. Yet, 
today, it is still $500 million-plus. Some would 
say, well. what a dismal job of governing that that 
number would still be that large. 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): You said it. 

Mr. Manness: Yes, yes, and the member for 
Inkster says, }'OU said it, because it is so easy. It is 
so easy, Mr. Speaker, to sit over on the other side 
and totally neglect the lag effect of spending today, 
borrowing today and watching the flow of cost out 
into the future, yes. [interjection] 1be member for 
Burrows (Mr. Martindale) says we should know, 
says I should know. Of course, he is correct. I 
know because I was the minister who brought 
down six budgets, and I saw the effect of decisions 
made by the Pawley govemmcnt, and I had to 
wrestle with them, but, Mr. Speaker, what I did 
not do when I held that exhalted position. the one 
that I lost a lot of friends over sitting behind me-

An Honourable Member: They are going to 
come back. 

Mr. Manness: Yes, they are coming back. They 
are coming back. 

Mr. Speaker, what we did not do is, we did not 
practise off-balance sheet accounting, taking the 
capital with respect to governance and school 
boards and all that like the NDP government is 
doing, particularly in British Columbia, moving 
into a phony Crown and make it appear like it was 
not a cost to govemment. It was taken off the 
cmrent account. 

• (1640) 

What we have not done of course, is what some 
Atlantic provinces have done, by the way, the 
same ones that are drawing some noteworthiness 
because they are close to balancing the budget, Mr. 

Speaker, not the least of which of course is the 
province of New Bnmswick, which of course 
separates current from capital, and on the current 
side it is very close to being balanced 

What we have not dme, of course, is what small 
"c"--believe it-conservative Saskatchewan with 
their NDP government has done and totally 
ignored, not totally, but significantly ignored 
allowances for losses. Mr. Speaker, so I am proud 
of the filet that we have not practised, some would 
say-what type of accounting?-creative 
accounting, and I will talk about the savings 
account shortly. We have tried to deal through six 
budgets in dealing with the lag effects put into 
place by profligate spending by one Howard 
Pawley and Vic Schroeder and company. 

Mr. Speaker, I only say that very fuw pundits 
recognize the effects, the lag of spending today, 
borrowing today and leaving it for somebody else 
in the future to deal with. I can tell you I was 
troubled by the federal Conservative Party when 
they used to bring forwan1 in their last few budgets 
when they used to talk about how it was that on 
the-what was their wOiding?-that they had a 
balan<m budget, except for the interest, except for 
$40 billion of interest, they had a balanced budget. 
How do you run away-I mean there is me 
number that we do not even vote on in this House 
and that is the interest cost We do not even vote 
on it So I am troubled from time to time how it is 
that govemment, particularly in the Manitoba 
context, how it is that opposition parties honestly 
try and make the citizenry believe that there is no 
cost associated with previous debt and that if you 
vote for us that tomorrow we will do everything, 
including reduce maybe taxes, spend more in 
education particularly, spend more in health for 
certain, and yet we will also have more left over to 
spend on roads. 

Mr. Speaker, I honestly believe that members 
opposite, however, are going to have to-and I 
will not let them in the little opportunity I have 
bring forward this revisionist history. I continue 
to hear how it was we had a SU1plus when we came 
into govemment. If we had a surplus then Jim 
W aiding was probably the only person in the 
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history of 400 years of Commonwealth 
govemment who voted against, brought a 
government down because they brought in a 
surplus. It was probably the first and ooly time 
that a member--{interjection] At least I have 
learned something. I have learned that the Leader 
of the NDP does have a conscience. 

An Honourable Member: No. 

Mr. Manness: Yes, he does, because whereas a 
year ago he said you were given a surplus, today 
he does not say thaL Today he says the Provincial 
Auditor a year and a half afterwards says you had 
a surplus. What is the difference? A year and a 
half that is vmat the difference is, 18 months. But 
at least the Leader of the NDP, I now realize he 
has some semblance of integrity, indeed as we all 
do, Mr. Speaker-! want to stay within the 
rules-because now at least he references the 
Provincial Auditor. But not the Liberals. 'Ihe 
Liberals still go out everywhere they speak and 
they talk about the surplus that we inherited. 
Well, we will move on to that shortly. 

Mr. Speaker, these are all matter of fact. Once 
duough the 1988-89 budget year, we realized that 
there was going to be some good news on the 
revenue side. What did we do to it? Did we rush 
out and spend it? No, we put it into a savings 
account. 'Ihe NDP supported us. I give them 
aedit for that because, having been in government, 
they know also or they knew the pressures that 
would be there to spend it immediately. One thing 
you realized if you have been part of a 
government, more so if you are part of a Treasury 
bench, is that once you lock it into spending, the 
ability to pull it out, the ability to make the 
decision to withdraw it is almost impossible. 

Some would say, not ooly very dumb, some 
would say, almost impossible. 

Mr. Speaker, so instructive in that is, of course, 
the news that came forward a month and a half 
ago, when the fourth out of eight revisions that the 
Minister ofFinaoce (Mr. Stefanson) will receive in 
the one year, the one that was leaked publicly, I 
would say, in Ottawa, because it looked like we 

were going to receive another $180 million, before 
the ink even dried on the page, the members 
opposite, to a person, had it spent. Spend it. 
Good times are here again-spend. 

I have not talked to my colleague the Minister of 
Finance, but I am willing to bet--{interjection]. 
That is what it is now, yes, fifth revision out of 
eight. Now it is down to 36. But when it is all 
speo1, it is committed, at least it is in the minds of 
the opposition party. Profligate spenders, that is 
what sits across the House from us, nothing but 
spenders, all for political advantage, just to try and 
buy favour with the public, the very reason why 
the nation today is on its knees, because of 
spenders like the members opposite. 

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted, again for the record, 
to say, when we came into government, revenue 
growth, that is one year over the next, was 1 
percent or 2 percent. Revenue growth in the year 
1984, when Mr. Schroeder was the Minister of 
Finance, was 19 percent-19 percent. 

This is what I asked I asked Premier Pawley of 
the day-this was in Hansard, Thursday, June 10, 
1982, page 3255. I asked the First Minister at 
that time, I said: ''What year, what specific set of 
cira.u:mtances," and I am quoting, ''has he seen in 
the past or will he have to see in the future before 
he is part of a govemment that will allow itself to 
save money, meaning nothing more than 
that?" -the simplicity of the question. Now this 
was a Picmier who was on the verge of 12 percent 
and 14 percent increases in revenues at that time 
and shortly thereafter and for years to come, 
running deficits in the magnitude of $500 million, 
$600 millim. This was at the time when the base 
level of government spending was $3 billion, not 
$5.5 billion, $3 billion. 

This is, by the way, what the leader of the 
gave''"' mt said at that time. He is not saying this 
now, by the way. I wish I bad the quote of what he 
said here about six months ago. He said many 
things; as a matter of fact the response goes on 
over a page. He says this, and I am quoting again 
on the same page: it may be that surplus will be 
reduced because that will be-be says, I do not 
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know wbcthcr that answers the member's question. 
He is talking about the economic recovery coming 
back and possibly there being a surplus, and then 
he goes on to say: it may be that surplus
meaning there could be a surplus-will be reduced 
because that would be the time that one would 
want to look at new social programs. I think that 
we do not have major social programs that are 
pressing upm us until such time as the economy is 
turned around, but at that given time I think a 
government would have to determine, does the 
public want-not whether it is wise or not wise
does the public want additional social programs 
that will cost X amount of money that will reduce 
the surplus. 

• (1650) 

And he went on to say: I think that it is a 
political decision that has to be made at a given 
time in which a government has to democratically 
gauge the pulse of the public as to what the public 
at that time supports. 

In other words, ladies and gentlemen, what the 
Premier of the day was saying is, the public is 
always going to want basically more programs; 
therefore, we will give it to them and there will not 
be a smplus. Mr. Speaker, that is why legislation 
coming forward giving balanood budget legislatioo 
has to be supported. That is why it has to come 
forward, and that is why of course there will be a 
philosophical difference between how we debate 
that legislation. 

The members opposite, particularly the NDP, 
will say, retroactive. Well, that is not a put-down 
on this government sitting here. That is a put
down on their legacy in government that they left 
us, Mr. Speaker, because if we did not have that 
lag effect, as I said, that $500 million or $600 
million, we would have had a balanced budget 
every year. Yet the reality is, who voted against 
every one of these budgets because we did not 
spend enough in deficit? Members opposite. 

Mr. Speaker, so the members opposite want us 
to have retroactive legislation, because they either 
understand or they do not understand or they 

choose not to understand the fact that any of the 
deficits we have had are totally as a result of their 
profligate spending in the decade of the '80s. 

Mr. Speaker, this is what Mr. Schroeder-and 
I know Mr. Schroeder at times was part of a 
smaller "c" group within that caucus. I do not 
know if the group was any larger than two. I 
would think Mr. Storie was also part of the group 
of two. I think there only weie two of them 

This is what Mr. Schroeder said, and I am 
quoting again Hansard, April 18, 1983, page 
1814. He says: "A $578 million deficit would, 
especially if most of it was current deficit, current 
debt, would have to be considered to be totally 
unacceptable in times when we are generally 
considered to be in a boon. I think that would be 
a disaster for the province because it would be an 
indication by any investor who looks at it that we 
aie completely out of control." That was Vic 
Schroeder. He said that at a time when the total 
expenditure of the province was around $3.3 
billion, and he admitted that. Today the base of 
spending is around 5.5. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not particularly proud of 
deficits that are in the $300 million, $400 million 
or $500 millioo range. I take no great joy. That is 
the real deficit. [interjection] Well, they say that I 
was not devastated when the census-Stats 
Canada came in and did a recalculation of the 
CCllSUS totally out of keeping with the methodology 
that bad been used in the past and the g~eat impact 
it had, particularly on our '93-94 and '94-95 year
end [interjectioo] Well, part of the adjustment that 
the Minister of Finance (Mr. Stefansoo) and the 
fourth ~evision I am talking about, was the 
realization in part that the Stats Canada number 
that was used against two years before in fact was 
an error. 

Anyway, I digress. I ooly want to point out to 
those m:mbcrs who are listening that the issue and 
the debate around balanced budget legislation, in 
my view it would be very instructive. It will take, 
of course, an incredibly philosophical nature, and 
it will put into place, I guess, the great differences 
of views not ooly between conservatives in 
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Progressive Conservatives in Manitoba versus 
llllybe those that existed in the Devine govemment 
in Saskatchewan, but it will also point out the 
great philosophical difference between the small 
"c" conservative approach taken by the NDP 
Romanow govemment in Saskatchewan as 
compared to the big ''L" Libc:ral approach taken by 
the NDP party here, and where the Liberals, where 
they are, Mr. Speaker, that is-at least I know 
where the NDP is. I do not have a clue where the 
Libc:rals are. Of course, it would be a heck of a lot 
easier to know, as my colleague said, it would be 
a lot easier to know where the Liberals were if they 
knew themselves where they are at 

I am still having trouble getting my arms around 
what their form::r member for Fort Garry said. He 
wanted~ aop insurance. In other words, 
you do not buy a premium. or if you do buy a 
premium, you only buy it after you know the bam 
has bumed down. So I sense that is the business 
acunm that they are going to bring to government, 
if they were ever so given the opportunity. 

I should not direct my criticism certainly to the 
NDP, but the Liberals are bald to pin down, 
almost impossible to pin down on this area d. 
fiscal philosophy, because they really do not have 
one. Of course, the very essence and the very 
tlnust of the whole election campaign, in part, will 
be to drive these individuals here who will hide 
behind every shadow, Mr. Speaker, to drive them 
out into the open and to make public and to make 
more certain where they stand on some of the 
issues dealing with the fiscal standing of our 
province. 

All we have heard right now is, give 
Manitobans a tax holiday with respect to the sales 
tax and everything will be okay, or, on one band, 
their cousins in Ottawa promised that they are 
going to do away with the GST. Yet, today, they 
get federal Fmance to float a survey result which 
micates that now two-thirds of Canadians do not 
want reform in the GST. 

I, too, as concerned as I am about federal 
Finance, and I have been concerned for three or 
four years, I am even more concerned now that 

they are doing the bidding politically of the Liberal 
govemnr.nt in Ottawa. When indeed on this GST 
issue, when the word came out that federal Finance 
was taking the lead and trying to be the carriers of 
the word that the GST was now held in higher 
favour in the Canadian public, I again call into 
question federal Finance and the pressure that is 
being imposed upon it by the government 
federally. 

I will obviously have a mJdl greater opportunity 
to dwell on the fiscal issues when we debate 
legislation around a balanced budget. 

Mr. Speaker, I started off by saying that this 
throne speech was a visionary document. It was 
one that obviously we will carry forward out d. 
this Ownber to the people of our province. It is 
the one that I have no doubt will convince again 
the vast majority of Manitobans that in keeping 
with the record and indeed in keeping with the 
reality that this province has to be well led as we 
move into the next century, that this is the party 
that is going to enjoy the majority of support 
throughout this province. 

Mr. Speaker, in the area of vision, I would like 
to dwell specifically on education. Education 
reform and renewal has been part of this 
government since we took office. Notwithstanding 
the negative comments coming from members d. 
both political parties opposite and their desire to 
maintain the status quo, the reality is, citizens of 
this province want changes to their publicly funded 
institutions. 'Ibis govemment knows exactly 
where it is going along that path, and it will 
provide the leadership that the citizens want with 
respect to the public schools education. 

• (1700) 

Mr. Speaker, there were 15 pillars that were part 
d. the mform document that was released in July. 
Not one has been addressed so far in this session 
of the Legislature in this House, not one. Can you 
imagine that? Can you imagine a document that 
spells the directions out as did the July document, 
New Directions, and yet the opposition critics, 
more importantly, the Leaders of the parties 

-
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opposite have chosen not to address one of those 
15 pillars? [interjection] Not on any of the 15 
pillars, the member has not. 

He will ask questions on the black and white 
issue, on the supposed, some would say the sexy, 
issue of compulsory phys ed and on history but 
nooe of the peer pillars, Mr. Speaker, a reform that 
addressed the issues of honesty-honesty to our 
students, honesty to their parents, choice of 
schools, technology, reinviting parents to 
contribute, standards, curriculum building-no 
questions. What does it say? Their silence speaks 
volumes. 

The reality is that this is a visionary document 
that members opposite cannot take issue with. 
[interjection] Well, the member for Inkster (Mr. 
LamJureaux) says the teachers of the province are 
closing their eyes. They are scared. 

An Honourable Member: I said you are scaring 
them with this blueprint. 

Mr. Manness: Oh, I see, Mr. Speaker. So the 
teachers of this province, according to the Liberal 
education leader, the would-be Minister of 
Education, that this document-

An Honourable Member: 1be would-be Liberal 
Leader. 

Mr. Manness: And the would-be wanter of more 
casinos throughout the land, but, Mr. Speaker, 
another time. 

The reality is, the member says, that this 
document is scaring the teachers. What does he 
mean by that? Is he saying that teachers do not 
want more power in the classroom? Is he saying 
that teachers do not want an improved curricula? 

You see, this is where we differ philosophically. 
This govemment on education issues knows 
exactly where it stands. The Liberals do not have 
a clue where they stand 'Ibey are trying to reach 
out to every vested interest group. They are trying 
to reach out to every group within the system, and 
I say to the members opposite, that is impossible. 

I 1istfned to the 001••• mtary of their Leader (Mr. 
Edwards) the other day when he spoke to the 
trustees, and I can say the trustees are one 
important c::tinrnsim of the enterprise of education 
but certainly not the only one. Mr. Speaker, I 
guess I have been in the office long enough to 
know that if you believe that there is going to be 
broad consensus as to where one should proceed 
on educatim reform, and unless you can do it 
either through taking the present budget and 
magnifying it tenfold, unless you can do it through 
basically having pupil-teacher ratios that are just 
a fraction of what they are now. you will not have 
consensus. So the reality is that somebody is 
going to have to make decisions, somebody is 
going to have to leave because time is wasting 
away. 

I do not know how many parents have come to 
see &lucation critics on the benches opposite, but 
nothing has struck me as to how important it is 
that we begin to move almg this process of reform 
tban parents of students who are now in Grades 9, 
10 and 11 or 12 or Senior 1 to Senior 4, as we 
know it, who have just come to the realization that 
their children do not have the ability to read and to 
write, and who are just calling out in anguish, Mr. 
Speaker, looking for an instant solution. The fact 
is, what we have done is offered not only hope but 
a course of action, a plan of attack, to put into 
place the changes as quickly as possible. 

What have the NDP and the Liberals offered? 
What have they offered, Mr. Speaker? I listened to 
their I...eadc'S. Well, you are going to find the broad 
consensus. 1bat is what the Leader-broad 
oooscnsus. We will find a way. Elect us, trust us, 
have faith in us and we will show you the way. 
They may think that is going to work well on the 
hustings. 'Ibey feel that will sell at the door, and 
yes, they may even be able to use some 
iofotmatim that is going to call into question what 
you particularly put into their hands as to our 
contribution to the public school system 

I was at Sisler High School today in the Grade 
11 histOJYclass. I addressed that class today, and 
whoever spoke in their classroom a week ago said 
that we were now as a govemment giving, on a per 
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pupil basis, more support to the students in the 
private schools than we were in the public schools. 
Can you iimgioe that, Mr. Speaker? You see how 
it is? And you can understand why when I asked 
the students what they thought of the term 
"politician," three of them said dishonesty. 
[interjection] Someone from one of the other two 
parties. I am not even saying it was an elected 
person, but somebody representing one of these 
other two parties went into the public school 
setting and said that this government was 
providing, on a per capita basis, more support for 
students in the independent private school system 
than they were in the public school. 

Mr. Speaker, the point I make is simply this, 
tbat I know that once the election comes along the 
members are going to play probably a little bit 
loose with facts, but the reality is we have stated 
for the record, we are on the record, we have put 
forward how the very fundameutal, the 15 pillars, 
all of them which will be supported by action over 
the course of the next few years. The members 
will see that document addressing those 15 action 
statements. They will see it within the month. 
~again, it will put evm greater pessure on dle 
opposition party to either be just purely critical of 
it or show us dleir way, because that is what the 
public is demanding today. They are getting timd 
of leaders coming around and saying, vote for us, 
we will show you a better way, trust us. That is 
not going to sell in this election on the issue of 
education. We have stated for the reconi how we 
plan to see the public school product improve over 
the course of the mnaining years in this decade, in 
1his century, and I call upon members opposite to 
do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, in the minute that I have left I 
would like to again acknowledge the tremendous 
support of the constituents within the riding of 
Morris. I would also like to acknowledge the 
contribution of the members on this side of the 
House toward good govemmc:nt over a period of a 
number of years. But mostly I would like to 
indicate to members opposite that all of us on this 
side hold our reconi of achievement with great 
pride. We will present that with great pride to all 
of the voters in this province, yet tied to it will be 

a vtston for the next century that I know 
Manitobans will want to support. Thank you very 
IWch. 

• (1710) 

Ms. Marianne Cerilli (Radisson): I am pleased 
to join the debate today on yet another 
Cmservative-dl, exruse me, Filmon govemment 
1hrone speech. 

I want to thank you and welcome you back to 
the House again, Mr. Speaker, as well as your staff 
and the staff in the Oerk's Office and the Pages 
and all the other staff that work in the building 
here. 

This is likely our last session before we hit the 
hustings again, and I guess we will see if this 
govemmc:nt is going to be back again. We heard 
a few members are choosing not to return to the 
House. I wish them well in their future--the 
member for Tmtle Mountain (Mr. Rose), the 
member for Riel (Mr. Ducharme), as well as the 
member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman). I hope that 
they leave with the feeling of accomplishment and 
a sense tbat they have made a difference and had a 
chance to contribute through this process. 

I also want to say that I have had a sense of 
accomplishmc:nt on occasion here. I have had a 
sense that you can make a difference on various 
issues, whether it is assisting with constituents as 
they contact the office, whether it is getting 
involved with the community and dealing with the 
local issue or, in fact, in dealing with larger 
provincial issues which we may mcounter through 
our critic areas. 

I often though have a sense of frustration at dle 
way that the process works both in the Olamber 
and generally in politics. I hope we get to talk a 
little bit about the role of the media, because I am 
becoming more and more interested in the role of 
the m:dia in changing and infiuencing how politics 
is played out in our society these days. 

What I want to focus on, first of all, are also 
some of the issues of importance in my 

-
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constituency. I enjoyed very much meeting with 
groups and with individuals in my constituency 
and want to recognize again the contribution to the 
quality of life that a number of vobmtary 
organizations make in the East Kildonan
Transcona area. 

It becomes clear when you are going and 
m:etiog with these groups and going door to door 
that there are not very many people that have not 
been touched by the agenda of this govemment. 
The number of people that raise issues of daycare, 
cutbacks, changes in the Pharmacare deductible, 
the funding for foster families, special needs 
funding in the schools, the changes in home 
care--these are the issues that come up over and 
over again in Radisson when I am talking to 
people, and none of them are favourable for this 
govemment. 

We start asking ourselves at this point in the 
government's mandate, especially after we are 
moving towards seven }'ears of this govemment, is 
Manitoba a better place? Is the quality of health 
care better in Manitoba since we have had this 
government? Most people would say no. The 
quality of health care in Manitoba is not better. 

You would ask, is the quality of education 
better? I would say, most people would say no. 
They do not feel that their children are getting a 
better quality education in Manitoba with this 
govemment. 

Are the services in child care, in daycares better 
in the province of Manitoba? Again, with the 
rutbacks and the policy of this government I think 
IDJSt people again would say no, those services are 
not better in Manitoba since we have had this 
govemment. 

Yet, Mr. Speaker, when you listen to the Speech 
from the Throne of this govemment, it is like how 
great things art. The Speech from the Throne from 
this government was like everything is wonderful 
in Manitoba, and we are just going to keep 
plugging away. You would not think that there are 
thousands more people unemployed in this 
province now. You would not think that there are 

fewer people being able to go to university and 
colleges, you see by the decline in enrollment 
rates. All of these things would indicate that 
things are not better in Manitoba after going oo. 
seven years ofFilmon Conservatives. 

I think people are anxious to stop the erosion of 
govemment support, the inequities that are 
continuing in our comnnmities, the increase in 
crime which we have seen under this govemment 
and the increase in the gap between the rich and 
the poor. 

I was quite interested to bear some of the 
statistics that have been put forward that 
demonstrate that the poorest of the poor in 
Manitoba are getting poorer. When we look at 
statistics, not like the govemment would choose 
when they talk about in their throne speech, the 
growth in the manufacturing sector or the increase 
in exports, selective statistics like that in the 
economy, we know that we have an economy that 
does not look at economic indicators. 

We know that the entire debt is stacked against 
those people in our comn:nmity who are the least 
able to speak on their own behalf. They are the 
least able to support tbcmselves, and as a 
govemment I think that is what we are here for. 
What the govemment is here for is to ensure that 
we have some kind of balance in the ecoo.omy so 
that these people are going to have a little bit more 
fairness in their lives. 

When we see that 20 percent of those who are 
most disadvantaged in our society have over the 
last half decade gone from 3.12 percent of the 
provincial earnings to oo.ly 1. 78 percent of the 
total eamings in our province, that is the kind of 
statistic that demonstrates the unfairness of a 
govemment regime like we have had, where we 
can see that the people that are paying the cost of 
the deficit are not the large banks or companies 
that are in llliUlUfitcturi and able maybe to export 
more goods, which are not, by the way, being 
transferred into higher wages or a higher level of 
standard of living for the workers. 1be economic 
indicators that they use, we can see, are not 
showing that things are getting worse for those 
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people in our comnnmity that need the most 
support, that rely oo govemment services. So they 
oootinue to erode social supports, the social safety 
net in a recession. 

I am going to go into s~ detail in the Housing 
area, in me area in my critic area, in Housing, but 
before I do that, I want to talk a little bit about 
some of the areas in my constituency, specifically 
in the railways. 

Since this govemment came to power in 1988, 
Manitoba has lost 3,000 jobs in the railway 
industry-

An Honourable Member: Yes, and another 200 
this week-another 150 sony. 

Ms. Cerilli: As the member for Transcona (Mr. 
Reid) says, there are another 150 up for grabs, oo 
the chopping block, to go from Manitoba, yet in 
this spirit in the throne speech, the govemment 
goes oo about how the transportation sector in 
Manitoba is stable. How they could make that 
claim in their throne speech is beymd me, Mr. 
Speaker, it boggles the mind, because maybe there 
still is a higher percentage, which again is the 
selected statistic they use in their throne speech, of 
Manitobans that are employed in the 
transportation sector, but there still are more 
Manitobans employed in the transportatioo sector 
than any other province. We are the centre of the 
country; that should not be surprising. 

This has been an important industry to the 
development of Manitoba, but I would safely 
hazard a guess that that percentage is declining, 
that there are fewer people in Manitoba working in 
the transportatioo sector because we have had, not 
mly going seven years of the Fllmon govemment, 
but we had the legacy of the Mulroney years at the 
national level, which made a practice of eroding 
the railway industry in this country. 

We recently had a meeting with the rail traffic 
control worlcers, and they, again, are very 
concerned about policies that are going to shift 
more jobs to Edmonton. We are also, in this kind 
of policy, putting at jeopardy the safety of not only 

the wOikers in that area but also all of us who have 
to drive and cross railway lines. 

• (1720) 

Another issue in my constituency that is 
afiecting Radisson is with the federal government, 
the Liberal govemment, canying on the 
Conservative policies and the fascination with 
marketing boards, where both levels of 
government are doing whatever they can with any 
marketing boards to erode this system of orderly 
marketing. 

'Ibey are doing it also with the Freshwater Fish 
Marketing Corporation. I would think that that 
kind of oorporation would be able to find a way of 
IDillketing fairly the product throughout Manitoba 
so the fishermen in northem Manitoba could 
equitably transport their product to Winnipeg so 
that it can be processed in the high-tech facility 
that is in Transcona. Again we can retain those 
jobs and maintain the use of that facility, which is 
second to none in the world, Mr. Speaker. 

The other issue that is important, as I mentioned 
already, in Radisson is the issue of daycare. I 
think the govemment's approach to daycare has 
jeopaJ:dim1 fiunilies. In the Year of the Family we 
have more and more families scrambling and 
finding it difficult to ensure that their children are 
going to have adequate care. We had one of the 
best daycare systems in the world, certainly in the 
COUDlly, and this govemment has done everything 
it can to change that and to go backward. 

One of the industries as well in Radisson that I 
have bcm pleased to see has done well is the New 
Flyer Industries. They have done well. They I 
think deserve s~ m:dit in the ingenuity that they 
have shown in developing the accessible bus, in 
marketing that intemationally. I think that is the 
kind of ingenuity that this province needs to take 
a look at. 

(Mr. Jack Penner, Acting Speaker, in the Chair) 

The govemment goes on about-especially the 
fOIIDer Minister of Finance, after just listening to 
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him go on about the financial state of the province. 
We have the Liberals in Ottawa, as well, with Mr. 
Martin going on about working on the spending 
side. He has taken a page out of Ralph Klein's 
book, going on about the deficit, dealing with the 
deficit on the spending side and it is not a revenue 
issue. 

The members across the way may criticize us 
because we have-it often feels like we do say the 
same things because things are not changing and 
we do still have corporations in this country 
making billions of dollars, the five charter banks 
that made almost $5 billion in profits in this 
country, and that there has been no change to the 
tax legislatioo, the unfairness in the tax legislation 
to deal with that. 

There has to be some dramatic changes in this 
country and in this province. We have some pretty 
horrible statistics right here in Manitoba, some 
pretty horrible recon:ls with Manitoba having the 
filstest growing Cl'ilre rate in Canada last year. We 
also have suffered the worst poverty rate in 
Canada, especially with children living in poverty. 
We have the worst drop-out rate of high school, 
the most young people not completing school. We 
have the worst record for the number of children 
needing dill.d welfare care in Canada, and we have 
the lowest minitmnn wages in Canada. 

All of these, Mr. Acting Speaker, do not paint 
the kind of picture that the Tories would have us 
believe is occurring. It has been seven years of 
this govermnent and they still fail to see the 
connection between that kind of record and 
inaease in some of the other social problems like 
aime, the other problems they are contributing to 
like in gambling, and domestic violence, those 
kinds ofproblerm. There is a connection between 
what is happening in the economy, what is 
happening in terms of crime and what is 
happening in terms of social problems in the 
province. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, one of the issues I want to 
focus a little bit on I think that shows the 
unfairness of both the federal Liberals and the 
provincial Conservatives is with the housing 

increase on public housing. We have had this 
increase of 2 percent on people's income to 
contribute to their rent in public housing, and I 
just found out today that has amounted to almost 
$750,000 into the coffers of this government. It is 
one of the most dramatic examples of how this 
government is paying for the deficit and the debt 
on the backs of those who can least afford it. 

It is the kind of policy where the federal Liberals 
and the Conservatives have worked together. This 
govenmrnt, rather than standing up to the federal 
Liberals and saying that this is not just, this is not 
fair, they have gone along with it. We have not 
heard of any public message of this government 
going forward to the federal Liberals to say, this 
cannot occur. 

The recent University of Winnipeg Urban 
Institute does a good column on this, and it says: 
In social housing there was recognition back in the 
'80s that low-income households should pay less. 
The rent-to-income scale established for social 
housing tenants some 25 or 30 years ago required 
low-income households to pay as little as 17 
percent of their income. 

But it seems like both the federal government 
and the provincial govemment here are taking a 
page out of Reagan economic and social policy, 
because it was the Reagan administration that first 
made the decision to move rent geared to income 
to 25 and 30 percent. So we have the 
Conservative govemment in Manitoba and the 
federal Liberals now practising Reaganomics and 
we have seen the disparity grow for people who 
are renting. 

There is a moral dilemma associated with 
increasing housing expenditures for low-income 
renters in a period when the circumstances for the 
poor would suggest a move in the other direction 
might be justified. It also comes at a time when 
housing costs for moderate- and upper-income 
groups are declining because of moderating 
interest rates, housing prices and rents. So what is 
happening is, those of us who are fortunate enough 
to own a home are paying 9.5 percent on average 
in 1990 for our housing, whereas renters are 
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paying 23.9 percent of their income. This is the 
kind of policy that the governments in Manitoba 
and in Canada are encomaging. 

• (1730) 

I want to make a few comments as well about 
the government's policies in education, especially 
after just hearing the Minister of Education (Mr. 
Manoess) make his throne speech debate. 

As I look through the document that they have 
produced, there are some of the things in here 
whidl I would say it would be difficult to argue 
with. There are some things that I do not think are 
going to make a substantial difference in really 
what is happening in education, but there are some 
changes, partirularly in the area of curriculum and 
in the area of exams, that I think are causing a lot 
ofconcem. 

The minister has aiticized the opposition for not 
raising more issues from this document, but I 
would say, we want to see more parents involved 
in educatic:n We want to see a clear role for rights 
and respmsibilities of parents. We want to see the 
policies to deal with violence in the schools, all of 
this kind of thing. 

But this dOCUIIlelll, Mr. Acting Speaker, is not 
the legacy of this government in education. The 
legacy of this government in education has been 
last~ for the first time decreasing funding to the 
public schools. That is the legacy of this 
government in educatim, decreasing what amounts 
to last year, when you account for inflation, over 
$32 million being taken out of public schools in 
Manitoba. 

This document really does not make a lot of 
difference when you are doing that to the public 
school system, because you cannot, on the me 
hand, as the minister is saying now with his bill on 
authority in the classroom for teachers, say that 
teachers can throw kids out of the classroom, expel 
them when there is a problem, but then at the same 
time, Mr. Acting Speaker, be putting more and 
more students in that classroom which is adding to 
the stress, adding to the demands on the teacher 

and adding to the problems and the likelihood that 
there are going to be difficulties for students. 

I would think that even though there may be 
some positive things in the direction document, 
there is also the disaster on the financial side for 
the public schools. Then the curriculum changes. 
I have never in my wildest dreams thought that a 
government would make a backward move like 
eliminating compulsory physical education in high 
school. It goes against everything we think that 
health reform could be in terms of preventative 
health. 

The government's own department-and we 
have had committee after committee, organization 
after organi:zatim saying that this is not the way to 
go. Yet this govmnnent seems to think that under 
the guise of giving the comnmnity more decision
making responsibility or input that they can 
do-what this amounts to is more omoading, that 
they can bring in this kind of a proposal. 

I think this proposal is going along with some of 
the comments that the minister made last year 
when he talked about getting rid of specialists in 
sdlools. We know there are other school divisions 
erq>loying other tactics like trying to get rid of all 
of their higher classification teachers. All the 
teachers that have more degrees and more years of 
experience are being put into situations which, in 
essence, could force them out of the system so that 
those school divisions could employ cheaper to 
fund teachers. 

These are the kinds of things that are happening 
in the public education system. I have students 
telling me they know that their math teacher bas no 
background in math. They know that they are 
being taught by teachers that are not in their 
specialty. 1bese are the kinds of situations that are 
occurring in Manitoba schools because of this 
govenmmt That is their legacy in education, Mr. 
Acting Speaker. It will not be this blue document, 
I can assure you. 

My colleagues tell me that I am using up ~ 
time. I want to make sure that my caucus has a 
chance to speak, so I just want to finish by saying 
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that the reCOid I was reading earlier about young 
people in particular in Manitoba, having fewer 
young people being able to go from university into 
the worlcforee-we have had something like 
30,000 people leave the province, most of these 
young people. I think more and more young 
people, when they have these kinds of experiences, 
start taking an interest in what governments do or 
do not do, what kind of government policies are 
brought in and how they affect their life. I think 
maybe that one of the side effects of this kind of 
government is that more and more people start to 
become politicized in paying attention because 
their lives are affected by the policies that are 
coming in. 

With that I would just like to conclude and to 
wish all mmbers of the House a safe and pleasant 
Onistmas, and I look forward to coming back into 
the session after the New Year. I would hate to 
think that we would not come right back in after 
the New Year, given the long delay that this 
g()\lf'.I'DIIX'J bad in being accountable to the public 
of Manitoba and sitting in this Ouunber. I think 
that the people of Manitoba want to see a number 
of issues debated. There are a number of other 
things I would have liked to mention in terms of 
workplace safety and health, in terms of the 
erosion in health care, in terms of some of the 
ongoing problerm in envirmmcot, but I guess, Mr. 
Acting Speaker, I will have to leave that for 
another day. Thank you. 

Hon. Rosemary Vodrey (Minister of Justice 
and Attorney General): Mr. Acting Speaker, I 
am very pleased today to rise to speak to our 
government's throne speech, which is a throne 
speech of action and a throne speech of direction. 

First, let me pass oo 1Df welcome to the Speaker 
and to all members as we come together in another 
session of the Legislature. 

I would also like to extend a warm welcome to 
the Pages. I hope that they enjoy their work in the 
Legislative Assembly. It is very important work to 
all of us as members, and we certainly appreciate 
all of their efforts. I welcome them and look 
forward to getting to know them nmch better. 

I would also like to recognize some colleagues 
in the Legislature who have chosen to retire after 
a period of service. First of all, the member for 
Riel (Mr. Dudwme) our colleague in government 
The member for Riel has a long-standing history 
of commitment to his constituents and also a 
commitment to government and a commitment to 
his colleagues. He has been a great help to all of 
us as members, but certainly to me as a member. 
I was a new member elected in '90 and relied oo 
his guidance and support. We are certainly going 
to miss him. 

Also the member for Turtle Mountain (Mr. 
Rose) who was elected in 1990 at the time that I 
was elected I have really enjoyed getting to know 
him. He has worked very hard on behalf of his 
coostituents, and he has brought a great deal to the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Also to m:mbers of the opposition, the member 
for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman) who has also chosen 
to retire. We wish him well, as we do all members 
who have taken this step. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, I would also like to thank 
the people of Fort Gany for the opportunity to 
represent them in this Legislature. It is always a 
privilege to bring the issues of the people of~ 
commmity here to government and to look at 
addressing their issues and to take back to ~ 
commmity the direction of government. 

Over the past sevend months, I have had a great 
deal of opportunity to interact with the people of 
Fort Gany in a number of really pleasant 
cxperimces. I have had the opportunity to read in 
the scbools, and I look forward to continuing to do 
that after the Ouistmas break. It is a great 
opportunity to be in our school system to speak 
informally to teadlers, to meet students and just to 
be a part of the process of education. 

I have also participated in a number of 
comrmmity coffee parties and comnnmity club 
events. I have met with presidents of the parent
teacher associations within my community. I can 
tell you, Mr. Acting Speaker, that they welcome 
the Minister of Education's (Mr. Manness) parent 
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advisory council initiative. They certainly are very 
pleased that the Minister of Education has chosen 
to start with puents as be moves ahead in the 
blueprint. 

I met with the Victoria General Hospital and 
had an opportunity to meet with the board, 
continue to tour the facility and have regular 
contact with the hospital in my COIDTDJmity. 

I have also been a part of the activities of the 
University of Manitoba, which is in Fort Garry 
constituency, met with student representatives 
there as well as other people who work with the 
University of Manitoba. 

I would like to m:Dtiro last Friday, parents from 
Whyte Ridge FJ.ementary School came to ~ 
legislative office and decorated the Ouistmas tree 
in my office with decoratiros that the students in 
~ comrmmity had made. They were wonderful 
decoratiros. My Onistmas tree really looks like it 
has been decorated with a lot of care and a lot d 
affcctiro, decoratiros made by young people. I am 
very proud of it, and I hope that a lot of people 
have the opportunity to drop by and see it. 

Also, I would like to say a thank you to the 
students of Ralph Maybank School, who also 
made some decoratiros that are in my office and 
on my desk. It is just a privilege to have that 
connection with my CODDDlB1ity and have tbem 
send these things to my office in the Legislature. 

• (1740) 

Mr. Acting Speaker, as I said, it is a pleasure to 
stand today and respond to the Speech from the 
Throne. As the Minister of Justice and as the 
Attorney General of the province and also the 
Minister for the Status ofWomen, I am very proud 
of the accomplishments of our government. This 
speech continues the work on behalf of 
Manitobans, continues to deal with the issues that 
are importanl to Manitobans, that this government 
started in 1988, when we came to power. We 
started with a series of principles. First of all, the 
principle was that the spending which was totally 
out of control cannot continue, that we needed to 

increase the number of jobs that are available and 
the climate to encourage the growth of jobs so that 
we could increase the revenue and Manitobans 
could become employed and that we could not 
continue to tax the people of Manitoba. Those 
three principles guided decision making of this 
government. I am very proud of our recon:l 
because we have not raised taxes for the past seven 
years, and we have moved Manitoba from being 
one of the heaviest taxed provinces under the 
former NDP government to the thiid lowest. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, we have kept effective 
control of government growth and government 
spending. We have a strong recon:l of creating 
jobs for Manitobans, and we have the ability d 
attracting new industry and business to the 
province of Manitoba. We have been named the 
best place to do business two years in a row by 
The Globe and Mail. I think that is a recon:l d 
importance and a recon:l which has been shown 
across Canada. 

I would like to address two very specific issues 
in my response to the Speech from the Throne. 
The first is the area of education because education 
renewal was required. We knew from what 
parents told us, what teachers told us and what 
young people told us. They told us that the system 
needed to be renewed and it needed significant 
changes in order to allow our young people to 
compete with young people across Canada and 
also young people around the world. 

That ~rohas already started. Manitoba 
has not done very well, and those results showed 
us in no uncertain terms that the changes had to 
happen. The changes are occmring, accolding to 
the blueprint, in five very important areas to 
Manitobans. 

First of all, in the area of standards, Manitobans 
have said that our curriculum and our standards in 
that amiculum have to be the strongest that it can 
possibly be. It has to be world class. And to 
make sure that cuniculum is world class, I am very 
pleased with the co-operation that our Minister of 
Education (Mr. Manness) has entered into with 
other provinces across the cOWJ.try. 
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We recognize that if we want to have the 
strongest curriculum we also need to C<H>perate, 
and in c<H>perating with other westem provinces 
in the development of these cuniculums, it will 
certainly allow our students mobility and also the 
standards that are required by Manitobans. 

The best standards in the world do not help you 
if you do not have accountability. There has to be 
accountability in the process of education. I am 
very pleased that within the document within the 
blueprint for renewal that accountability for 
education and curriculum is now built in. So 
Manitobans can be confident that learning will 
occur at the tiires whco. it is supposed to occur and 
assistance will be given where it is required, and 
that in the long nm our students will be able to 
show the world that they come from a world-class 
system. 

People also told us that they were worried about 
the teaming environment, that when young people 
were in schools and where teachers were working 
in schools and where parents participated in 
schools, that that environment had to be a safe 
one, and it had to be an environment in which 
people could maximize the teaming opportunity. 

I am very pleased with the steps that are shown 
within the blueprint for education that deal with 
the teaming environment. I am also very pleased 
with the statements that were made in the throne 
speech that we will not tolerate violence in the 
schools, the recognition that teachers also must 
feel secure in the classroom, and I am vecy 
supportive of the legislation which has been 
introduced to give teacbers m:>re power to preserve 
order in their classrooms. 1bat is a support to 
education. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, in addition, we also had to 
look at teacher training. Teachers have had to be 
sure and conftdent that the training that they 
received within the institutions and the universities 
actually matched what was required of them wben 
they were out in the commmity. So I am vecy 
pleased to hear how the Minister of Education 
(Mr. Manness) is working with the universities to 
ensure that the teacher training and the 

certification will allow our teachers to take the 
position where their training will in fact meet the 
many challenges that are within their classroom. 

Finally, the fifth very important change is that 
parents will become involved in the education 
system again. Of all the places that the Minister of 
Education and this government could have started, 
bringing forward very signiftcant documents that 
show the way of change, they chose to start with 
parents. 

The parent advisocy councils have been met with 
approval and joy and support across this province, 
because parents have been looking for a way to be 
brought back into the system and brought into the 
system in a very signiftcant way to show that their 
views are important, their views of how schools 
are nm and what curriculum should be all about, 
should be considered in education. 

So that docum:ot that deals with parent advisory 
councils has been a way that parents know that 
their input is valuable. 

(Mrs. Louise Dacquay, Deputy Speaker, in the 
Olair) 

We look also for greater teacher input. We 
have overall established a new direction to ensure 
that our children are able to read and to write and 
to successfully compete in the global environment. 

I was very pleased in the Speech from the 
Throne to hear about the Westem Institute of 
Reading Recovery that will be established. That 
is particulary of interest to me. 

I chair the province's task force on literacy, and 
I am aware that across this province, across this 
countty there is concem that young people and 
adults have the ability to read and to understand 
what has been put before them 1bat is the key to 
employment, and so I am very pleased with that 
proactive initiative. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I will continue to be 
vecy supportive of the changes and the renewal in 
the area of education because I believe that that is 
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one of the keys to making our province the most 
successful province that it can be. 

The other area I would like to address is the area 
of justice, because people around Manitoba have 
said that they have a gteat concem for their 
personal safety and they want to have faith in a 
justice system. Their concems were that they wete 
beginning to feel that pedlaps their personal safety 
was in some way being jeopanlized, particularly 
by some of the federal laws which have not been 
changed but which they believe must be changed. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, this government has 
taken a very tough stand on crime and violence. 
We began that tough stand last December, a year 
ago December 4, when we held the first ever 
Summit on Youth Crime and Violence. We 
brought together 500 Manitobans to address the 
issues of prevention to try and help young people 
avoid a life of crime; intervention, so that where 
young people have had a brush with the law, their 
lives can be turned around; and consequences, 
whete young people have committed a criminal 
act, that there be a consequmce to that criminal 
activity so that those young people will not 
commit that activity again. 

Seven hundted recommendations came forth. 
1bose recommendations were recommendations 
which families can use, which community groups 
could use, which schools could use, 
neighbourlloods could use, and, yes, thete were 
some tecommendations for govemment. 

One of the major recomnendations was changes 
to the Young Offenders Act. 'Ihe people of 
Manitoba said that the framework law which dealt 
with young offenders was a law which they had 
begun to lose cmfidenre in and which they wanted 
changed. They wanted change in several areas. 
Fust of all, they said thete has to be a mechanism 
to deal with young people under 12 years of age 
who commit a heinous crime such as a murder or 
an assault which leads someone to permanent 
disability. At the moment thete is not such a way 
to deal with childten under 12 years of age. 
Manitobans said they wanted that mechanism 

• (1750) 

They also said that where young people are 17 
years of age and they commit a crime such as a 
murder or a serious assault or were continued 
repeat offi:ndcrs, those young people, there should 
be a ptesumption of their trial in adult court so 
that the sentencing available to adults was 
available to those young people who are 17 years 
of age and older. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, they also said that in 
the interest of public safety we should be able to 
publish the names of young offenders. When 
young offmdcrs are at large and Manitobans have 
to protect themselves, we should be able to let the 
community know who they are. 

Parent involvement in justice-it was 
recognized also that parents needed to be involved 
in the system, needed to be able to participate with 
their young person. However, our government 
took the st:roogest stand to the federal government, 
the strongest stand across Canada. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I have to ask in the 
Ownber in tesponse to the throne speech, where 
do the NDP and where do the Liberals stand? 

Unless they get a kick-start from the federal 
govemment, they have no opinion. They have 
totally failed to bring forward an opinion on the 
Young Offenders Act. The people of Manitoba 
are cmamed when they bring forward petitions of 
over 20,000 Manitobans, not one wold, not me 
word from the Liberal Party, not a word. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh. 

Madam Deputy Speaker: Order, please. I am 
experiencing difficulty hearing the honourable 
Minister of Justice. 

Mrs. Vodrey: MadamDeputy Speaker, as I said, 
unless they get a kick-start, a signal from Ottawa 
that this is exactly where they should go and what 
they should speak up for, the people of Manitoba 
have not heard from them 1hey have been silent. 
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This govemnrnt was not silent. We acted. We 
acted with the strongest position. We acted with 
a nino-point plan, Madam Deputy Speaker, a nine
point plan which has been acted on. We put in 
place a youth gang line called Street Peace. The 
youth gang line had co-operation of the private 
sector, and with that co-operation we have been 
able to operate a phone line which young people 
who are at risk, particularly those who want to get 
out of gang activity, can phone and can get 
information and can get themselves out of those 
situations. Parents or other interested adults can 
also phone that line. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, as well, we acted in the 
area of consequences. We recogoi7cd that our 
institutions had to be tightened up and our 
institutions had to be a place where consequences 
were applied. 

The people of Manitoba called them boot 
~s. but they said that they wanted them to be a 
made-in-Manitoba solution and that is exactly 
what we have delivered. Boot camps are 
characterized by structure. A lot of young people 
have never experienced structure. They actually 
have not known the rules. What our boot camp 
mxJel has dme is make sure that the rules are well 
known with well-known consequences. 

We put a community service component in as 
well, because a lot of)'OUD8 people have never had 
a positive experience with the community, nor has 
the community with that young person. So now, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, we will fold and stuff 
mvelopes for not-for-profit groups in this province 
to assist them, groups such as the Manitoba Heart 
Fouodatim. or the Cancer Foundation. When their 
volunteers need their time in the conmnmity we 
will fold and stuff the letters in the envelopes in 
the youth centte, we will wash and iron clothes, we 
will do work on behalf of the community. 

I just received a notice from the youth centre 
which said that they are donating about 50 toys 
which they have made, young people in secure 
wstody have made. They are donating those toys 
that they have made to the Onistmas Oteer Board, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 

We also have recognized that they need 
intervention programs. We provide intervention 
programs, programs that deal with drug and 
alcohol addictions, with criminal thinking errors. 
We make sure that young people have the 
opportunity to modify their attitudes and modify 
their behaviour. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, we also have put in 
place year-round schooling. We recognize that a 
number of young people were not in school when 
they offended We have a short time in which to 
tmn their lives around, so we will do so by 
offering school12 months of the year. There are 
no SlDIIJr.l' holidays in boot camp. They are gone. 
Gone are the pool tables. Gone are the 1V sets. 
Now our youth institutions are institutions with 
consequences. 

I have to ask, where do the NDP party and 
whele do the Liberal Party stand on consequences 
for young people? They have been strangely 
silent, Madam Deputy Speaker. They have offered 
no support. The people of Manitoba know that 
they are soft on crime. They know there has only 
been this government who has come forward with 
a plan and acted on the concerns around criminal 
behaviour. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, we also announced last 
session and have proclaimed-the Minister of 
Highways (Mr. Findlay) and this government
amendments to The Highway Traffic Act. In the 
interests of public safety we have increased the 
suspension under The Highway Traffic Act from 
six months to one year. We have included within 
that act, whele a Manitoban, whether it is a young 
person or an adult, is involved in an act of 
vanclalism or the theft of a car, that person now, in 
the interests of public safety, will have their 
licence suspended for one year, and if they do it 
again, up to five years. 

We have taken a strong stand in the areas of 
public safety. We have the toughest drinking-and
driving laws in the country. 

I would like to speak a little bit about initiatives 
which were addressed in the throne speech, 
because we recognize that in the area of adult 
corrections we could not have a system that was 
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any less rigorous than the system for youth. So we 
have made dlanges now in our whole area of adult 
corrections. Adult corrections now, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, is one of rigorous confinement, a 
full workday. 

I have to ask the Liberal Party and the NDP, 
where do they stand on rigorous confinement for 
adults? 

Madam Deputy Speaker, in addition we will be 
introducing a night court, a night court which is 
specifically focused for young people, because we 
want to make swe that young people are able to 
attend court with their parents and they are able to 
attend court and not miss school. 

We have worked with our courts area and we 
have worked with the judiciary. Night court will 
be introduced and it will be focused on helping 
youth. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I would also like to 
nrntioo. the area of Dllimcnanre enforcement. Our 
provioce has been a model for other enforcement 
programs across Canada We have taken a very 
strong stance oo. maintenance default, but we 
recognize we have to continue to improve the 
system, and so we have. We have been enhancing 
our computer. We are moving to a voice 
automated telephone system. We have added 
people to work within the area of maintenance 
mforoem:nt. but I will be announcing very shortly 
some extremely significant changes in the area of 
maintenance enforcement. 

The enforcement changes will be first of all in 
the area of enforcement to make swe that the 
orders are COJqJlicd with. It will also deal with the 
area of resources available to make more resources 
available to be paid for maintenance orders. It 
will also deal with legislation, and it will also deal 
with the federal govemmcot, because we demand 
the co-operation of the federal government to 
enforce maintenance orders. We need access to 
their data banks, so we will be looking for their 
co-operation. However, where has the Liberal 
Party in Manitoba been on this? Nowhere. We 
have had no support from the provincial Liberal 
Party in the area of maintenance enforcement and 
dealing with the federal govemment. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, we are also bringing 
forwanl amendments in the area of antistalking 
legislation. The previous Minister of Justice 
worked very hard to have this recognized within 
the Criminal Code. Now Manitoba is asking for 
changes in the area of antistalking legislation to 
enhance the legislation and to make sure that now 
the victim is considered in the concerns of 
stalking, that authorities would be required to 
contact the victim if the stalker is released or 
escapes from jail, that there should be an enhanced 
penalty if the stalker violates a protective otder 
while stalking his victim. that once charged and 
taken into custody, the stalker should justify 
release on bail rather than the Crown justifying 
detention. 

Where the evidence suggests that the stalker 
cmtinues to pose a threat to the safety of a victim, 
those charged should be required to surrender all 
firearms and fireann acquisition certificates, and 
where the stalker ultimately kills his victim, he or 
she should be liable for the first degree murder, 
irrespective of whether the evidence demonstrates 
planning and deliberation as defined by case law. 

I presented these changes in the area of 
antista1kiDg law to the federal minister and also to 
ministers across Canada, and I look forwanl to 
their positive coo.sideratioo. on behalf of the people 
of Canada in amending the Criminal Code to deal 
with antistalking legislation. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I am also very pleased 
as Minister for the Status of Women to speak 
about the Training for Tomorrow Scholarships. 
The Roblin commission made it clear that we 
needed to look at post-secondary education both at 
the community college level and also at the 
university level and that we also had to make swe 
that women became included in the nontraditional 
professions. I am very pleased that I will shortly 
be giving the details of the Training for Tomorrow 
scholarships for the women-

Madam Deputy Speaker: Order, please. The 
hour being 6 p.m., in accordance with the rules, I 
am leaving the Chair and will retmn at 8 p.m., at 
which time the hoo.ourable Minister of Justice will 
have 16 minutes remaining. 
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