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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance):
Mr. Speaker, I would like to table the Annual
Report of the Government Information Systems
Management Organization for the period ending
March 31, 1999.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS
Canada's Airline Industry

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Highways and
Government Services): Mr. Speaker, I would
like to take this opportunity to advise the House
of our position, our activities as a provincial
government related to the restructuring of the
Canadian airline industry. Since coming to
office, our government has been active in putting
forward Manitobans' concerns about the
potential impacts of airline restructuring.

We met with the proponents of the former
Onex proposal and Air Canada. I wrote to the
federal Minister of Transport, David Collenette,
in October and met with him personally in
November to outline Manitoba's concerns. We
met with stakeholder groups, employee
representatives and interested parties such as the
Winnipeg Airports Authority. Most recently,
Manitoba was one of only two provinces that
made a written submission to the Standing
Committee on Transport on this issue. As of
Monday this week, I have also written to the
president and chief executive officer of Air
Canada outlining our concemns.

Our government believes there has to be
three basic principles involved in any discussion
over the future structure of the airline industry.
These include:  preservation and potential
expansion of employment opportunities in
Manitoba, maintenance and improvement of
airline service to, from and within Manitoba, and

promotion of two carriers in competition as the
preferred way to regulate the market and protect
consumer interests.

Our government is concerned that current
developments will not meet the principles that
we feel are essential to protect the interests of
Manitobans in terms of the structure of the
airline industry. What is particularly concerning
is the role of the federal govemment in
facilitating the creation of a single dominant
carrier. The opportunity and potential for choice
that the federal government presumably offered
in suspending Canada's Competition Act seemed
to have been abruptly ended from the outset of
this process, leaving Canadians to reluctantly
accept an industry structure that is incompatible
with Canada's current legislative and aviation
policy environment.

The fact that the Onex proposal was
withdrawn does not change the basic issue.
Canadians are still faced with a process that is
moving Canada toward a dominant -carrier
situation, a virtual monopoly carrying 80 percent
to 90 percent of Canadian air travellers.

Mr. Speaker, the government of Manitoba is
concerned about the impact that the airline
restructuring process may have on the people of
Manitoba. Despite the assurances of relatively
limited job losses, the pressures to rationalize
service places the 2,200 employees of Air
Canada and Canadian Airlines in Manitoba at
risk. In addition to existing airline and support
industry employees, future employment
opportunities are also at risk.

Manitoba has a tremendous potential for
expanding jobs in the maintenance, financial and
call centre functions. Manitobans can compete
with anyone in the world, but we must be able to
compete on a fair and equitable basis.
Competitive air services are not a luxury for
Manitoba commerce and tourism. They are
essential. Any reduction in the frequency or
points served or increases in fares will
compromise our ability to trade.
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My concern grew as the debate increasingly
focused on whether this form of dominant carrier
was better than that form of dominant carrier.
Very little attention was given to debating what
form of industry structure was best able to serve
the needs of all Canadians, including employees,
travellers and shippers.

The government of Manitoba does not
accept that the Canadian market is too small to
support two major carriers, particularly when
they are participating in separate global alliances
in addition to successful niche carriers such as
the charter operators and independent regional
carriers.

In terms of air traffic, the ICAO figures
show Canada ranks fourth in the world in terms
of domestic airline traffic volumes. If Canada is
too small a market, then by definition so should
virtually every other country in the world be in
the same category. Yet we find there are eight
countries with smaller domestic traffic volumes
than Canada that host at least two major carriers.
[ list those in the statement, Mr. Speaker, and
also in Mexico, with half the volume, there are
two joint carriers as well.

We believe that the federal government must
immediately shift its policy focus from the air
carriers themselves to the consumers of air
transportation. Instead, a new policy focus on
consumers would lead to carriers being able to
respond to what the market needs, to compete to
provide the best service at the lowest price. This
in turn would lead to improved service levels
and enhanced employment opportunities.

* (1335)

I would like to table in this House the
submission our government made to the
Standing Committee on Transport on the future
of the Canadian airline industry, which has
already been tabled. = As outlined in the
presentation, we expect the federal govermment
to adopt an air policy supported by legislative
amendments or regulations which is pro-
competitive, removes barriers to entry, guards
against predatory behaviour and places the
interests of consumers first, while also
considering the needs of employees and
shareholders.

If instead the federal government
encourages and/or facilitates the creation of a
dominant carrier, then the government of
Manitoba will expect the Government of Canada
to be accountable and to provide written binding
guarantees assuring us that employment will be
preserved, that service levels and fares will
remain at competitive levels and niche carriers
will be protected from abuse of dominant
position.

We will be continuing to raise Manitoba's
interests on this issue. As minister, I would urge
all members of the Legislature to speak out on
this issue and urge the federal government to
ensure that an airline structure that will meet the
needs of Manitoba's consumers and the many
Manitoba employees of our airlines, meet those
needs by making sure that those are protected
under any developments, including the possible
restructure of our airline industry. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Darren Praznik (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, we thank the Minister of Highways for
that statement. 1 would say, however, we note
that the submission of the government of
Manitoba is dated November 17, 1999. We do
wish that he could have provided this to the
Legislative Assembly perhaps somewhat earlier,
given the situation that is developing almost on a
daily basis.

Two points that the minister has made, I
think, on this side of the House we concur in
fully and was our position when we were in fact
in government and one, of course, is the need for
competition in the airline industry. Ultimately,
as has been proven in many, many other
situations, it is competition that keeps the prices
down for consumers and ensures good service
within the system. So we are glad to see that
this government has take the position that
competition in the airline industry is of
paramount importance in setting the policy for
this province for the position that we take in the
national discussions.

And secondly, we would concur
wholeheartedly in the need for the government
of Manitoba to be very watchful in this situation
and use their best offices in lobbying Ottawa to
ensure that Manitoba is not disadvantaged by
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any position that this federal Liberal government
takes. There is a long history in this province of
political decision making in the airline industry
on behalf of Liberal governments in Ottawa that
have been to our great disadvantage. Indeed,
many of us recall, going back to the early 1960s,
the decision by governments to make the
decisions in moving overhaul bases of Air
Canada operations to Montreal. We remember
as well that so much of Canada's airline
operations, maintenance jobs, service jobs, as the
minister has referenced, call centre jobs—which
we are very glad to see the New Democrats now
have come to realize the importance of call
centre jobs in our economy, something that they
were not supportive of when in opposition—but
all of those jobs, the need for them to be located
across this country in places that can be
competitive.

Manitoba, particularly our capital, the city of
Winnipeg, has demonstrated time and time again
that in the area of airline maintenance, for
example, Air Canada's work with Continental,
the work that has gone on by Manitobans,
working in Manitoba as part of a national airline
system in servicing aircraft has meant those jobs
and opportunities have come here. Our fear, and
obviously that of the government of Manitoba
today is that decision makers in Ottawa, within
the Liberal government, will not take into
account the development of those opportunities
within Manitoba.

* (1340)

So we are certainly in concurrence on those
two major points, and we would ask that the
minister take every opportunity to ensure that all
members of this House are kept informed as this
debate progresses, because there is lots at stake
for the people of our province, and there is
certainly a common front here to be pursued.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, may I
direct the attention of all honourable members to
the gallery where we have from St. Andrews
School forty-three Grade S5 students under the
direction of Mrs. Sandra Mulholland and Mrs.
Judy Maryniuk. This school is located in the

constituency of the honourable member for
Gimli (Mr. Helwer).

We also have from West Kildonan
Collegiate twenty-seven Grade 9 students under
the direction of Mr. Loren Reichert. This school
is located in the constituency of the honourable
Minister of Health (Mr. Chomiak).

Also, from Glenella School, we have ten
Grades 11 and 12 students under the direction of
Mr. Darrel Adams. This school is located in the
constituency of the honourable member for Ste.
Rose (Mr. Cummings).

On behalf of all members, I welcome you
here today.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Health Care System
Bed Openings

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (River East): Mr.
Speaker, my questions are for the Minister of
Health (Mr. Chomiak). Can the Minister of
Health tell us whether the 82 beds that he
promised would be open by December 1-
actually, he directed them to be opened by
December 1—-are open and ready for patient use?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): 1
thank the member for that question because it
again allows us to discuss the issues relating to
the situation that was left in Manitoba with
regard to the previous government having no
plan, absolutely no plan, to deal with the issues
of hallway medicine.

I am very pleased that, after less than two
months in office, we announced on November
22 that we would have available December 1
beds to be opened and that we would have put in
place not just beds, Mr. Speaker, on a permanent
basis—we would do the best we could for staff
because of the legacy left us by the government—
but more important, we would put in place a
continuum of programs to assist people in the
hallways. To that end I can indicate that, as we
indicated, this would be in a staged process
because, clearly, all the beds could not be up and
running December 1. There is a number of beds
available{interjection]



346 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

December 7, 1999

Mr. Chomiak: You know, Mr. Speaker, for a
party that did not look at a bed that they could
not close, I am surprised at the difficulty—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.
Point of Order

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.
Beauchesne 417: "Answers to questions should
be as brief as possible, deal with the matter
raised and should not provoke debate."

Mr. Speaker, the question for the minister
related directly to the 82 beds that he promised
would be open on December 1. Are those beds
open today or not?

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Government
House Leader, on the same point of order.

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Same point of order, Mr. Speaker.
The Minister of Health gave an answer that was
full and complete. It was the answer that was
requested by the opposition. The answer was in
order, Mr. Speaker, I suggest.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised, may
I remind all honourable ministers that answers to
questions should be as brief as possible, should
deal with the matter raised and should not
provoke debate.

* % %

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Minister of
Health, would you please answer the question.

*(1345)

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, I can inform the
House that there have been some problems with
respect to two hospitals at least, and beds are
going to be opening there tomorrow.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Can the Minister of Health
indicate to all Manitobans why, in fact, the eight
beds that were promised to be opened on
December 1 at Concordia Hospital were sitting
empty this momning when there were 19 people
in the hallways in Concordia Hospital?

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker. I will repeat my question because I
believe that there are many in this House that
may not have heard it. Can the Minister of
Health tell us why, when there were well over 20
people sitting on stretchers in the hallways at
Concordia Hospital this morning, and 19 of
those—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Mr. Speaker, it is shameful
that members of the government would try to
interrupt when this question is very serious, a
serious question that impacts—{interjection]

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The honourable
member for River East was just about to put her
question.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
This is a serious issue that impacts the lives of
Manitobans, and I would appreciate members of
the government listening carefully.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.
Point of Order

Mr. Mackintosh: On a point of order, I think
we are all waiting with bated breath for the
question. This is a supplementary question, and
it requires no preamble. If she has a question,
give a question. If she has a point of order, she
can rise on a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable official
Opposition House Leader, on the same point of
order.

Mr. Laurendeau: This would be a point of
order, Mr. Speaker, because the House Leader
did not have a point of order. He rose just to
disrupt this member as she was attempting to put
her question forward. [ hope that you will ask
the honourable House Leader to only rise on a
point of order when he actually has one.
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Mr. Speaker: Order, please. On the point of
order, may I remind all honourable members, a
supplementary question should not require a
preamble.

* % %

Mr. Speaker: Would the honourable member
for River East please put her question.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Given that there is so much sensitivity on the
government's side, I would like to ask the
question as to what the Minister of Health is
going to do for the 19 people that were waiting
for admission to medical beds, sitting on
stretchers in the hallways of Concordia Hospital.
What is he going to do to address that issue?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, we recognized,
when we came into office, it would be
unacceptable to have people waiting in the
hallways. Thank heavens we announced the
plan to make available beds that could be opened
so those people would not be in the hallways.
We put in place a system-wide system that
would trigger, that would be in effect across the
entire system. We have made available those
beds. We asked that those beds be monitored,
and as a result of the serious problem that is
being engaged, those beds will be triggered, will
be open tomorrow so that we do not have people
in the hallways, which I might add is something
that has never been in place in this province for
the past 11 years.

Mrs. Mitchelson: The Minister of Health has
admitted that he has failed to open the beds that
he promised.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the Minister
of Health why, when the hallways at Concordia
Hospital have been jam-packed for the last two
or three days, he is waiting until tomorrow to
open the beds.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order, please.
Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, the member is

right; the hallways of Concordia Hospital have
been jam-packed for the last 18 months, and that

is why we have put in place a program, after
only two months in office, on November 22, to
make beds available. That is why we asked the
system to be managed. We have put in place the
resources for a hundred beds. We put in place
the resources to have 165 people receive I.V.s at
home. It is curious that the plan from members
opposite did not call for the opening of any
permanent beds, no expanded I.V. programs.
Thank heavens we have in place the ability now
to put people in those beds across the system,
something that has never been in place in this
province.

* (1350)
Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to recognizing the
honourable member for Kirkfield Park (Mr.
Stefanson), I would just like to take a moment to
introduce, sitting in the loge to my left, Brian
Pallister, the former member for Portage la
Prairie. 1 welcome him on behalf of all
honourable members today.

Health Care System
Bed Openings

Mr. Eric Stefanson (Kirkfield Park): Mr.
Speaker, I want to ask the Minister of Health
(Mr. Chomiak) about a comment he made in
September of this year, and I quote from a
comment that he made. He says: First of all,
those 120 beds you have already announced
three or four times when you have talked about
the personal care home shift.

Those are not new beds, point one, and the
120 beds that he is referring to are the 60 beds at
Concordia Hospital, the 40 beds at Seven Oaks
and the 20 beds at Grace General Hospital.
Those are the 120 beds that he, himself, says are
not new beds. Yet, a few days ago, he comes
out and suggests that he is opening 138 net new
beds, Mr. Speaker, to fulfill their election
promise of 100 beds. Obviously, that is not the
case.

So I ask the Minister of Health today: will
he finally confirm and acknowledge that he is
breaking his election promise, he is not opening
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100 net new beds, and at most, he is opening 18
net new beds?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health):
Mr. Speaker, obviously members opposite have
trouble reading the press release, and I will try to
take them through it again. When we assumed
office, one of the first things I did was check
with the various officials in the former minister's
department and said: have they funded, was
there any plan to open beds? The answer was
no.

The second point is we did something that
no government has done. We knew that there
was a need to open beds, and we said 138 beds
April 1. But, in addition, we made available, as
soon as was possible under the configuration, the
availability of 100 beds to deal with the crisis
that would lead us into that spring period so that
beds would be available when patients needed
them. Those beds, which are going to be
available, would be triggered for people who are
in the hallways, something that has not been
present in this province for a number of years as
people lay in the hallways. I will continue in the
next answer, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Stefanson: Well, Mr. Speaker, [ want to
ask the Minister of Health, when he said, on that
same open-line radio program: We said 100
new full-time nurses and 100 beds in addition to
the shifts that are taking place. That is a quote
from the Minister of Health.

Could he tell us today what the status is of
those 100 full-time nurses that he committed to
have in place at the same time as these additional
beds that he is now no longer opening, Mr.
Speaker?

Mr. Chomiak: You know, Mr. Speaker, it is
interesting that after 11 years of laying off 1,000
nurses, in the first 60 days in office, members
would have the audacity to actually question
where we would find nurses.

When we talked about hallway medicine, we
said we would do something in the first phase of
our office, which was the first 60 days. We
looked far and wide. We met with people in the
system, and we talked to nurses. We said that
we would open 100 beds and make available 100

beds as soon as possible, which we are doing,
Phase I. We also said 138 beds would
permanently open April 1. If there are not
enough beds in the system by then, there will be
more beds opened, I guarantee you that, Mr.
Speaker.

* (1355)

Mr. Stefanson: Mr. Speaker, people get little
comfort from that final comment from the
Minister of Health because he has not fulfilled
his first promise, and that is all we are asking
him to do today. He made the commitment. He
made the promise during the election. He made
the promise publicly.

Point of Order

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Again, Mr. Speaker, I ask you to call
the member to order. It was a supplementary
question. A supplementary question requires no
preamble, and here we have a speech being
given by the honourable member.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Opposition
House Leader, on the same.

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): On the same point of order, 1 am sure
I heard the honourable member, in his opening
remarks, say, can the minister.

So I do believe he was leading with a
question.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. May I remind all
honourable members that a supplementary
question should not require a preamble.

* % %

Mr. Speaker: Would the member for Kirkfield
Park please put his question.

Mr. Stefanson: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker. [ will just repeat my last question
because the member did not answer the question
where he made a commitment to have 100 new
full-time nurses. What is the status today of
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those 100 full-time nurses that the Minister of
Health (Mr. Chomiak) publicly committed to
have in place at the same time as he was putting
in place these beds?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, as I have indicated
on several occasions, when we came to office we
said that there were a number of priorities we
would work on. First we said we would have an
initial plan on hallway medicine, which we
delivered on. Then we said we would do
something about frozen food, particularly
reopening the contract, and we delivered on that.
Then we said that we would merge the two
authorities together, and we delivered on that.
Then we said we would do something about the
waiting lists, and despite the government's lack
of action, we delivered on that.

I am asking the former government to just
wait until we deliver our program on nurses.
You just have to wait.

Health Care System
Bed Openings

Mr. Darren Praznik (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, I must say that I empathize somewhat
with the Minister of Health, but he misses the
point. He misses the point entirely. It was out
of his mouth and the mouth of his Leader that a
commitment was made to Manitobans to have
those additional beds in place on December 1.
Not only did the minister say he would have the
beds in place, but he said that he put the money
in place to pay for them. Today we want him to
acknowledge, so that those Manitobans waiting
in the hallways of Concordia Hospital know the
truth, that he has not been able to deliver on that
promise.

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health):
Mr. Speaker, I know members are having
trouble, and I will reread the press release so that
it makes it very clear: highlights of the plan
include opening 138 new permanent beds by the
end of April 2000. Health authorities in
Winnipeg, Brandon and Thompson will have the
flexibility to open 100 acute care beds as soon as
December 1. '

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Speaker, what does the
minister say to those 19 people on gurneys in

Concordia Hospital today who relied on the
minister's promise that is not fulfilled?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, what I would like
to say to those people is it is unacceptable for
people to be in the hallways on a day-by-day
basis. Thank heavens the public of Manitoba
changed governments so we could put in place a
hundred beds to be available to those people
throughout the system.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Speaker, I want to challenge
the minister today to put on the record of the
House the room numbers and classifications of
all of those beds across the system that he
committed to have in place on the 1st of
December. Put it on the record. Tell us where
those beds are and let us go find out if they are
really there, because I think the truth is they will
not be and are not.

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, that is a very
interesting question from the member. I
remember, when I was briefed by departmental
officials about these beds, I always said, well,
the former government kept saying they put in
place swing beds, and they said they never
opened them. They never funded them. They
never put them in place.

* (1400)

That is why, well before the crisis
period that usually arises at Christmas, well
before, six weeks before, we quickly put
together a plan so that hospital authorities and
officials would have available beds and
resources. At the time, we said it would be
difficult because of nursing shortages created,
but we put in place that plan.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.
Point of Order

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader):  Mr. Speaker, Beauchesne 408:
"Answers to questions should be as brief as
possible, should deal with the matter raised and
should not provoke debate."

Mr. Speaker, let me say that the honourable
minister has been asked: where are the beds? It
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is a very simple question. Where are the beds?
Tell us where they are, Mr. Minister. That is all
we need to know.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The honourable
official Opposition House Leader does not have
a point of order. It is a dispute over the facts.

* k %

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Minister of
Health, to please answer the question.

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, again, because
members opposite are having difficulty, let me
read from the press release: "Opening 138 new
permanent beds by end of April 2000. Health
authorities in Winnipeg, Brandon and Thompson
will have the flexibility to open 100 acute care
beds as soon as Dec. 1."

Mr. Speaker, we also outlined for all of the
authorities locations of all of the beds across the
system, which they are well aware of, and
includes eight beds at Concordia, as well as a
number of beds at Victoria.

World Trade Organization
Minister's Objectives

Mr. Harold Gilleshammer (Minnedosa): Mr.
Speaker, 1 would like to ask the Minister of
Industry, Trade and Mines about the World
Trade Organization talks in Seattle. I wonder if
the minister could outline for this House what
objectives she set in terms of her attendance at
the talks and were these objectives
accomplished.

Hon. MaryAnn Mihychuk (Minister of
Industry, Trade and Mines): Mr. Speaker, it
gives me an opportunity to thank the people of
Manitoba for having their confidence in our
government and for myself for having the
opportunity to represent our government at the
World Trade Organization talks in Seattle.

Mr. Speaker, our objective was, of course,
No. 1 and foremost, to raise the profile of
agriculture, and that is what we did when we had
an opportunity to discuss these issues with the
federal minister.

Trade Barriers
Reduction

Mr. Harold Gilleshammer (Minnedosa): Mr.
Speaker, to the same minister: given that
members opposite have in the past been staunch
critics of free trade and given that many
Manitoba companies have experienced record
growth over the past decade due to expanded
trade opportunities, could the minister advise the
House on Today's NDP's position towards
increasing trade and doing away with trade
barriers?

Hon. MaryAnn Mihychuk (Minister of
Industry, Trade and Mines): Mr. Speaker,
Manitoba has a proud record of increasing the
amount of export in trade to both the United
States—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Ms. Mihychuk: And I am very pleased to be
leading a ministry that is taking that portfolio on
and increasing the amount of trade into the
United States and over to Europe and China and
Taiwan and around the world.

I am very pleased to say that we recognize
and want to enhance Manitoba's trading
opportunities around the world.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Seeing that there are
numerous labour organizations that have
advocated for increased restrictions on free trade
and protectionist policies, including the
Manitoba Young New Democrats who marched
at the comer of Portage and Main, can this
minister assure the House that her government
will not support restrictive policies that would
negatively impact  interprovincial  and
international trade?

Ms. Mihychuk: Mr. Speaker, it gives me the
opportunity to talk about trade and particularly
internal trade. One of our biggest challenges is
to have free trade market between provinces
which try to change the market, and the worst
offenders are the provinces of Ontario and
Alberta that choose to subsidize businesses to
the point where it is not fair for other provinces.
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Pork Industry
Marketing System

Mr. Jack Penner (Emerson): Mr. Speaker, it
was enlightening to see the announcement
yesterday, or the article in the Free Press talking
about the expansion that Schneider's was
contemplating in this province. It has also been
enlightening to see the large operation that
Maple Leaf has built to facilitate the pork
processing in this province. It has also been
very enlightening to see—and I think all members
in this House respect the huge investment that
the primary producers, the farmers, have made in
this province dealing with the pork industry and
the huge expansion that has taken place in the
pork industry.

I want to ask the Minister of Agriculture
today whether she has had any discussions with
producers and/or the industry in regard to single-
desk selling in this province within the last
while. I need to ask this because of the
statement that she made on November 2, 1996,
when she asked the then minister, the
honourable member for Lakeside (Mr. Enns), the
question, and I quote: Will he recognize the
negative impact of his decision, the negative
impact it will have on producers, and will he
reverse his decision and maintain a monopoly
single-desk selling for pork in this province? Is
that still her position?

Hon. Rosann Wowchuk (Minister of
Agriculture and Food): Mr. Speaker, the
government made the decision to move away
from single-desk selling, despite the opposition
of the majority of the producers. I have had
discussions with producers. What I have told
them is that I will listen to them, and should it be
their desire to have a change, they can have that.

We have always said that it will be the
producers that will decide what should happen.
The Conservative government did not give the
producers the opportunity to have a say. If there
are changes being made, it will be the producers
that will decide, not government's heavy-
handedness.

Mr. Jack Penner: An interesting response, and
I respect the minister's wish to consult with
producers. The producers are one aspect of the

hog and pork industry. There are many other
aspects of the industry that I believe—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.
Point of Order

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, Beauchesne Citation 410
states that supplementary questions require no
preamble. In this House, as well, it has been the
practice and enforced day in and day out that
there be no preamble to supplementary
questions.

I ask, Mr. Speaker, that you call the member
to order.

Mr. Speaker: On the Government House
Leader's point of order, he does have a point of
order.  Supplementary questions should not
require a preamble.

* % %

Mr. Speaker:
question?

Could you please put your

Mr. Jack Penner: [ apologize, Mr. Speaker.

I would ask then whether the minister is also
going to have discussions with the industry or
whether she has had discussions with the
industry at the same time to ensure that the
industry will in fact remain in Manitoba if she
proceeds, as she stated in 1996, to maintain the
single-desk selling position in this province.

Ms. Wowchuk: Mr. Speaker, I want to let the
member know that, yes, in fact I have begun the
process of meeting with people in the processing
industry and in the production industry and have
said that we will look at what the impacts of this
decision of the previous government have been
and what has been the impact on family farn
producers.

But certainly I will talk to all aspects of the
industry. I have met with some of them already,
and I will continue to meet with those that are in
the processing industry as well as in the
production of livestock.
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Mr. Jack Penner: [ wonder, then, and I ask
through you, Mr. Speaker, whether the minister
recognizes the huge amount of investment that
has been made, the quarter-of-a-billion-dollar
investment in the primary sector, the hundreds of
millions of dollars in the processing sector, the
1,800 jobs that Schneider's has indicated they
will put in place with their desired expansion
and the 1,800 jobs that the current industry has
in Brandon or is proceeding to work towards in
Brandon.

* (1410)

Will the minister now recognize the huge
investment that is at stake here, and will she ask
the questions of the producers and the industry
whether they will remain and keep on expanding
the industry if she reverts back to single-desk
selling in this province?

Ms. Wowchuk: 1 am not sure where the
member is coming from, why he is saying that
all of this investment is at risk. Maple Leaf is
built; producers are raising hogs; Schneider's is
here looking at Manitoba to build here. It looks
like this member has not got very much to say
other than generate rumours. Yesterday it was
the beef commission, and now it is another one.

Point of Order

Mr. Jack Penner: [ rose yesterday because
people were asking me the question on the beef
commission. I rise today because of concerns in
the industry. I rise in representation of the
constituents and the concerns they have with this
government and the position that they are taking
re marketing of beef and pork in this province.
The producers are asking that question. I bring
those questions to this House. That accusation
that I am fostering rumours is simply not true.

Mr. Mackintosh: Mr. Speaker, the member had
no point of order. He had a dispute. He was
chastised for passing around information that
had no grounding, and now he gets up in the
House and makes a political statement. 1 ask
you to call him to order and remind him that
points of order are for raising matters of
divergence from the rules of the House.

Mr. Speaker: On the honourable member's
point of order, this is clearly a dispute over the
facts.

Point of Order

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): On a new point of order, I would ask
that you peruse Hansard to check exactly what
the words were that the House Leader has
spoken. I do believe that he has impugned
motives upon my member for Emerson (Mr.
Penner) by saying some of the things that he did.
I would ask you to peruse Hansard very
carefully to see exactly which words this
member put on the record.

Mr. Speaker: On the honourable official
Opposition House Leader's point of order, I do
not believe he has a point of order. I believe this
is a dispute over the facts.

* % %

Mr. Speaker: The honourable member for
River Heights, with a question, please.

Health Care System
Food Services

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): My
question is for the Minister of Health about the
frozen food situation.

[s it correct that the Tory frozen food system
did not in any way meet the specifications in
terms of quality of food, the specifications in
terms of the cost and the operations of the
facility or the specifications in terms of the
quantity that it was supposed to produce for all
the hospitals? Was it indeed a white elephant?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): I
thank the member for that question because it
allows us to discuss in this House something
very significant. I would just like to point out to
the member for River Heights that, in fact, the
former, former Health minister, the member for
Lac du Bonnet (Mr. Praznik), is quoted as saying
that the frozen food experiment under the
previous government was a mistake. It is very
clear that the plan as conceived, whoever
conceived it and wherever that plan was
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conceived, was seriously flawed, and we are left
with a very difficult situation which we are
trying to manage to the best of our ability to the
benefit of all Manitobans.

Mr. Gerrard: My supplementary, Mr. Speaker,
is for the Minister of Health. I gather then you
are saying that it was a white elephant, it was a
terrible circumstance. Am I to understand that it
was a very risky enterprise when it was
undertaken, it was an experiment, and that this
was a high-risk—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Chomiak: Firstly, the enterprise was
funded privately, which was a serious mistake
because it locked in the enterprise to a 20-year
agreement at market rates in the private sector
when better rates could have been had under the
government of Manitoba, which meant no
control.

Secondly, the business plan was seriously
flawed and seriously jeopardized from the start
and had no possibility of actually achieving any
of the profits that were so-called suggested.
Thirdly, the entire plan was an experiment that
had never been done in any other jurisdiction
whereby one central facility was proposed by the
previous government to supply frozen food not
just in the nine hospitals and the personal care
homes but the original plan called for it to be all
across Manitoba and perhaps beyond.

Mr. Gerrard: My supplementary for the
Minister of Health. You have explained that this
system was worthless. My question is: why on
earth would you spend $24.5 million for security
on a worthless, high-risk white elephant?

Mr. Chomiak: You know, Mr. Speaker, that is
exactly the same question that we had to ask
ourselves, why the government would commit
$26 million of our resources and be on the hook—
the Province of Manitoba, the hospitals and
USSC-to the sum of $26 million on a deal like
this. When we had the opportunity to gain back
control of that particular mortgage, in effect
simply buy back the mortgage that we are
already committed to, and save money doing it,

we took that opportunity. In addition, not only is
it a fact that we not only saved money by doing
that, but in addition we have now the flexibility
to reconfigure and restructure the deal, if
necessary, to try to enhance the benefits for all
Manitobans.

Canadian Airlines International
Merger

Mr. Jim Rondeau (Assiniboia): My question
is to the Minister of Highways (Mr. Ashton). In
consideration of the merger of Canadian and Air
Canada-—it is a major merger that affects many of
our people as far as jobs and, of course, the cost
of transport-what is the position of our
government in regard to the merger and the
content—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order, please.
Point of Order

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): 1 do believe I could table the
document that will give the information to the
member.  His minister did stand up on
ministerial statements today giving exactly that
information to this House, so why is he standing
now and wasting our time? [ table the
information for the honourable member.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Government
House Leader, on the same point of order.

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, on this point of order,
the member for Assiniboia (Mr. Rondeau) has
gotten up and asked a question of great
significance, particularly in his riding, to a
member of the government. For the Opposition
House Leader to get up and use that as a
stepping stone for getting some point from the
opposition across is inappropriate.

The member has full right to ask the
question. It is too bad they did not ask the
question, Mr. Speaker.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. We are dealing
with a point of order. It is a very serious matter.
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On the point of order by the of the Opposition
House Leader, he does not have a point of order.
May I remind all members that all members in
this Chamber have a right to ask a question.

%* % %

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Highways and
Government Services): I appreciate the
question because, in preparing our position, one
of the key elements we stress is the need to
preserve jobs. I might have expected some
questions from members of the opposition on
this. One of the elements which was not in the
statement or in our brief could have a very direct
impact on jobs in this province, and that would
be any raising of the ownership restrictions that
are currently in place in terms of airlines.

* (1420)

We would be very concerned in this
province that that would allow a significant
shareholder to put pressure on the monopoly, the
dominant carrier, to move jobs out of Manitoba.
That has happened far too many times in the
past. That is why, on that specific issue, I thank
the member for the question, and our
commitment is to fight against any raising of the
ownership restrictions that might be a part of any
airline restructuring in this province to be able to
preserve Manitoba jobs.

Tax Reductions
Government Priority

Mr. Jim Penner (Steinbach): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Finance, and that
from a rookie MLA who has paid taxes for 36
years. It has become apparent, since their
election, that Today's NDP do not consider
balanced budgets a priority for Manitoba or
Manitobans.

Would the minister inform Manitobans what
priority Today's NDP place on tax cuts?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance):
That is a great question to have as I prepare to go
to Ottawa tomorrow where we put in front of the
Minister of Finance for the federal government
the position developed by all the ministers of
Finance across the country.

As I said to the member for Kirkfield Park
(Mr. Stefanson) on Friday, we have come
forward with a balanced approach where we are

asking for a tax regime across the country that
allows us to be competitive in the international
marketplace while at the same time mitigating
the impact on provincial revenues so that we can
provide the other dimensions that are required to
be competitive, and that is a first-rate education
system and a quality health care system.

So that is the approach we are taking, a
balanced approach, a consensus approach which
has been achieved across the country, an
approach that we think will allow the country to
develop on an equitable basis.

Mr. Jim Penner: Mr. Speaker, does this
minister support the position taken by the
Manitoba Federation of Labour, that they would
be reluctant to reduce taxes for Manitobans?

Mr. Selinger: I think I just outlined our
position very clearly to the member for
Steinbach. Our view is that the tax regime we
have in this country and in this province has to
allow us to be competitive in the international
marketplace. It also has to allow us to fund the
universal programs that provide the skilled
workforce, the quality human capital, the kind of
people that can function in this economy, and at
the same time it has to provide a health care
system that will ensure that people are healthy
and able to participate in the labour market and
enjoy a decent quality of life.

Mr. Jim Penner: It still needs some
explanation.
Budget
Consultations

Mr. Jim Penner (Steinbach): Can this minister
indicate if prebudget consultation meetings,
which were an important part of shaping the
budgets of the prior government, will take place
so that Manitobans can have input into their
budget?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance):
Budget consultation meetings will occur.

Manitoba Public Insurance Corporation
Ombudsman

Mr. David Faurschou (Portage la Prairie):
My question is for the Minister responsible for
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MPIC. Recently in public meetings held by
MPIC throughout the province, it was mentioned
by President Zacharias that we are looking at
introducing a Fair Practices Office which will be
at arm's length from the agency. This would be
the company's own in-house ombudsman where
people can take complaints, Zacharias said.

I would like to ask the minister if in fact this
is an attempt of the government to carry out this
initiative, and I would like to hear a response.

Hon. Becky Barrett (Minister charged with
the administration of The Manitoba Public
Insurance Corporation Act): Mr. Speaker, as
the member knows, or I will tell the member if
he is not aware, Manitoba Public Insurance
Corporation is a Crown corporation, so it is at
arm's length from the government. So it is not
our specific policy, but it is a policy of MPI to
provide the fairest, most equitable services to all
of the people who are unfortunate enough to
have to come before the corporation as a result
of injury and accident.

Yes, a Fair Practices Office is being put in
place to assist those people who have claims
before the Manitoba Public Insurance
Corporation.

Mr. Faurschou: A supplementary question to
the Minister responsible for MPIC. If so, what is
the time frame that we can expect to see this
office operational?

Ms. Barrett: Mr. Speaker, very shortly.

Mr. Faurschou: A supplementary, as well, to
the same minister. The staff who are going to
operate out of this office, are they looking at
being in-house staff or are they looking at hiring
outside to give clear objectivity?

Ms. Barrett: Mr. Speaker, when the
announcement is made, that will be part of the
announcement. But the Fair Practices Officer,
who will be in place very shortly, under the
auspices of the Manitoba Public Insurance
Corporation, will be an individual who will
provide fair and objective services to the people
who are responsible for MPI and the people who
are coming before MPI with claims—
[interjection] They will not be someone who is

beholden to anyone, no matter whether the
member for Lakeside (Mr. Enns), or not, says
something like that.

Arson Reduction Strategy
Funding

Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): Mr. Speaker,
with an average of six fires a day, Winnipeg is
receiving the unfortunate title of arson capital of
Canada. The city has undertaken steps recently
such as its expanded garbage cleanup blitz and
its community education program. The city is to
be commended for taking action on this issue
and putting in place funding to address the
situation. However, I am concerned that the
Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs does not
appear to share the same level of concern or
commitment when she was asked for a one-third
cost-sharing agreement from the province.

My question to the minister is: will the
government immediately commit itself to cost-
sharing a portion of the $823,500 that the City of
Winnipeg announced on Friday, November 26, it
will spend on short and long-term initiatives?

Hon. Jean Friesen (Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to thank the member for that
question, but I do want to separate for him the
two issues of arson and the long-term rebuilding
of the inner city communities of Winnipeg.

[ am pleased to report that the government
has, over the last few weeks, committed a
number of resources to the arson issue as the
province can in fact do so. The Fire
Commissioner's office has provided two and
subsequently an additional member in assistance
to the City of Winnipeg. The Department of
Justice has contributed a number of forms of
assistance, ranging from the creation of a special
prosecution unit to the increase in research on
arson issues, to assist the city, as well as the
provision of a written pamphlet that the city will
be able to distribute to a wide range of
households. So, in the areas of competence of
the provincial government, there has been
considerable and, I would say, very immediate
assistance.

The longer-term issue, of course, is the
rebuilding of communities in the city of
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Winnipeg. We could talk, as we have in the
past, about the deterioration of the inner city of
Winnipeg under the previous government, 10
years of neglect, a government which paid very
little attention to the rebuilding of housing or to
the rebuilding of neighbourhoods. In fact, Mr.
Speaker, it got to the point. when the former
Premier was seen in the inner city of Winnipeg,
my office got phone calls. It turned out that in
fact what he was doing was filming a
commercial. That was not successful, and
people are very clear, in fact, where to pin the
blame on the inner city deterioration.

Mr. Speaker:
expired.

Time for Oral Questions has

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

Donnelly United Church

Mrs. Joy Smith (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to bring to your attention a
worthwhile event that occurred this December 4,
1999, in my constituency of Fort Garry. It was a
grassroots event that brought together the local
Fort Garry community for a worthwhile cause.
A fundraiser was held at Donnelly United
Church located at 1226 Waller Street. The
afternoon was filled with enjoyable events such
as a bazaar and an auction. The reason why this
event was held was as a means for the Donnelly
United Church to raise funds for much-needed
renovations to the building and for other worthy
projects.

I would like to extend my deepest
congratulations to the Donnelly United Church
community for gathering around their local
church and supporting its renewal. A warm
thank you is also in order for the Reverend Earl
Gould for his tremendous effort in the past and
his commitment to the residents of the Fort
Garry constituency.

* (1430)

A community is not simply about people. A
community develops around ideas, specific
interests and initiatives.  Structures within
communities allow individuals to gather together
and create ties with others. A church provides
for all of these. Churches are pillars in our
society that give people a reason to unite. This
is why such an event as a fundraiser to build on

projects within the church community is very
important. A simple bazaar and auction allows
people to unite around shared interests and ideas.
These events are not as straightforward as
appears on the surface. Communities are created
and strengthened through fundraising events
such as these. It is a community event such as
this one where the spirit of Manitobans shines
through.

River East Collegiate Girls Volleyball

Mr. Harry Schellenberg (Rossmere): Mr.
Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate the River East Collegiate Kodiak
girls volleyball team for winning the AAAA
provincial championship three years in a row.
River East Collegiate is known not only for its
strong academic program; it is also known for its
strong physical educational program which
includes not only volleyball but also basketball,
track and field, football, cross-country, curling,
soccer and badminton, to name a few.

The team members of the 1999 AAAA
provincial girls championships are as follows:
Leanne Muldrew, Lindsay Poggemiller, Lauren
Mackenzie, Lee Wedlake, Roxanna Koe, Cindy
Fotti, Alisha Mushumanski, Kristy Buikema,
Megan Bradshaw, Jenny Ryman, Jayne
Toogood, Amy Matthews, coach John Schmidt,
manager Leah Woods, and Sam York.

I would like to congratulate the team
members, manager and coach not only for
winning the 1999 championship but for the
sportsmanship that they have displayed
throughout the season. All the best to this
successful team in the future. Thank you.

1999 Flood

Mr. Frank Pitura (Morris): Mr. Speaker, the
severe flooding that took place in the
southwestern and southeastern corners of the
province during the spring of 1999 has had an
enormous impact on the rural economy of
Manitoba. This flooding continues to create
serious financial hardship for our agricultural
producers and the communities that rely heavily
on a healthy agricultural economy for their own
economic viability. This, when combined with
the depressed grain prices our producers are
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experiencing, has created a farming crisis in this
province, the likes of which we have not seen
since the 1930s. Yet, in the face of the
continuing financial difficulties this flood
created for so many Manitobans, the 1999 flood
in southern Manitoba was ignored by Today's
NDP government in their first throne speech.
The only flood mentioned in this Speech from
the Throne was the 1997 flood. Failing to
address hardships southern Manitoba producers
are experiencing shows the people of Manitoba
just how important their economic situation is to
Today's NDP government.

Edna Wilcox

Ms. Bonnie Korzeniowski (St. James): Mr.
Speaker, it gives me great pleasure today to ask
my honourable colleagues to join with me in
extending congratulations to Mrs. Edna Wilcox,
one of Manitoba's newest centenarians. Edna
was, until her recent move north of Winnipeg,
my constituent and a resident of Deer Lodge
Centre. Her 100th birthday on December 1 was
a heartwarming celebration with friends, family,
supporters and media gathering to mark the
occasion and honour a much loved friend and
relative. This request is a special pleasure for
me because of Mrs. Wilcox's long, close
friendship with Winnipeg's long-time NDP
member of Parliament, Stanley Knowles.

As we approach the end of the International
Year of the Older Person, I believe it is
important that we, as elected representatives,
recognize and appreciate the contributions of our
elders. Edna, who raised her family through
some of the toughest years and events of this
century, still has important and considerate
advice to share, and she is not often wrong. She
is a spry, intelligent woman and her health and
involvement give meaning to the phrase, 100
years young,

How rarely we take the time to recognize
and admit the effort, wisdom and love that have
gone into the contributions of Manitobans such
as Edna. Please take this moment to join with
me in congratulating Edna Wilcox on her 100th
birthday and in wishing her many happy returns.

Agassiz Youth Centre

Mr. David Faurschou (Portage la Prairie): |
am pleased to rise in the House today to make all

members knowledgeable of the fact that recently
in Portage la Prairie there was the opening of the
Lakewood Unit. That is the new unit of the
Agassiz Youth Centre in Portage la Prairie. The
government's commitment to the Agassiz Youth
Centre and work of its staff is well documented
in this Chamber. The centre has been
instrumental in ensuring that young offenders
are not only incarcerated for their offences, but
they also have access to programs that ensure
that they have the tools required to succeed in
society upon their release.

The additional unit that was initiated by the
previous government will provide safe and
secure housing for up to 20 youth that have
behaviour and emotional challenges. It is
designed to help young offenders regain control
of their lives and become productive members of
our society.

The members on this side of the House
demonstrated while in government their
commitment to a strong justice system, one that
worked to reduce the chances of reincarceration
and provided young offenders with the
opportunity to become strong members of
society. The Agassiz Youth Centre is an
example of that commitment. [ trust the new
NDP government will continue this.

In addition to providing safe programs, I am
pleased to note that there will be an additional 24
jobs created through the opening of this unit. As
members of this Legislature know, the work of
the staff at the centre is among the most
challenging occupations in all of Manitoba. On
behalf of my colleagues and my constituency, I
would like to commend the employees of the
Agassiz Youth Centre for their work on the day-
to-day basis for the safety and security of all
Manitobans as well as making a difference in the
lives of young Manitobans who have gone awry.
We wish them continued success as they begin
their operations within the new Lakewood Unit
at the Agassiz Youth Centre in Portage la
Prairie.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
House Business

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): I have had discussions with the
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official Opposition House Leader (Mr.
Laurendeau) and the member for River Heights
(Mr. Gerrard), and I believe there is unanimous
consent for the following: No. 1, for the House
to sit from 10 a.m. to 12 noon and again at 1:30
p-m. on Thursday, December 9; No. 2, for the
vote on the motion for an address in reply to the
Speech from the Throne to be conducted
immediately after Routine Proceedings on
December 9; and No. 3, for the House to be
adjourned on December 9 immediately
following the vote on the motion for an address
in reply to the Speech from the Throne until
Monday, December 13.

In addition, I want to inform the House that
Condolence motions will be considered on
Monday, December 13.

* (1440)

Mr. Speaker: Is there unanimous consent for
the House to sit from 10 a.m. to 12 noon and
again at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 9?
[agreed]

Is there unanimous consent for the vote on
the motion for an address in reply to the Speech
from the Throne to be conducted immediately
after Routine Proceedings on December 9?
[agreed]

Is there unanimous consent for the House to
be adjourned on December 9 immediately
following the vote on the motion for an address
in reply to the Speech from the Throne until
Monday, December 13? [agreed]

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE
(Sixth Day of Debate)

Mr. Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
honourable member for St. Vital (Ms. Allan), the
amendment thereto proposed by the honourable
Leader of the Official Opposition (Mr. Filmon),
standing in the name of the honourable member
for Pembina (Mr. Dyck), who has 32 minutes.

Mr. Peter Dyck (Pembina): Mr. Speaker, |
want to continue to address the areas of the
economy. I must inform the members opposite
that the strong economy the province is today
experiencing is due to a long-range plan and a

long-range vision, something that they have not
shown to have in the early days of their
administration. Let me clarify so that there is no
confusion on the part of members opposite. The
residents of my area are not looking for a
government that is directly involved in job
creation projects. What the businesses of my
region expect is a government that will set
policies, tax policies, debt-reduction policies that
will create the environment for growth and they
will do the rest.

Mr. Speaker, I noted a picture on the front
page of a recent publication of the Manitoba
Chamber of Commerce, featuring Acrylon
Plastics, a Winkler manufacturer that sells
products at home and abroad. This is just one of
the successful companies in my region that have
made a mark for itself in Manitoba and
internationally. Of course, I could spend the day
listing successful companies in the entire
southern region that have thrived and benefited
from the economic policies and vision of the
previous government. I do want to just spend a
little time naming some of these: Triple E
Canada of Winkler and Lode-king, Buhler
Industries, 3-M, Rimer Alco, Carte International,
Meridian Industries, Load Line, FSP Machinery,
these are just a few of the hundreds of businesses
that are located within my constituency.

Mr. Speaker, these businesses are looking
for a clear signal from this government that
indeed Manitoba will remain open for business
in the long term, a signal that was lacking in the
address from the throne. As well, the motion
moved by our Leader also addressed this
government's apparent lack of willingness to
adhere to their election promise and balance the
budget for this fiscal year. Armed with a wish
list which is fitting for this Christmas season,
perhaps the greatest wish list of the millennium,
they have gone forward and announced their
clear intention to break the very first of their
election promises. It was reported that the
Premier's (Mr. Doer) address to the Chamber of
Commerce in which he tried to trumpet the
Deloitte and Touche report, and I emphasize the
word "report,” was met with less than an
enthusiastic response. No wonder.  The
honourable First Minister should perhaps spend
less time attempting to fool people regarding
deficits and audits and get on with the job he
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was elected to do, making decisions to the
betterment of all Manitobans.

The greatest legacy of the previous
administration may well be—and I leave it to
history to decide-the job it did in ending more
than 20 consecutive years of deficit spending.
Mr  Speaker, Manitobans elected this
government with a promise from Today's NDP
that they had shed their tax-and-spend ways and
were, in fact, ready to face the fiscal realities of
the new millennium. Yet, on their very first
throne speech, what do you hear? No
commitment, no commitment, I repeat, to a
reduction in taxes, other than that what the
previous government had set out, and news that
they would run a deficit in their very first year of
governing this province since 1988. It is perhaps
appropriate  that shortly following this
government's election came Halloween because
it appears that the members opposite were
simply wearing the disguise of Today's NDP.

Many of the members on this side of the
House have had experience in operating large
enterprises. I noted in both inaugural speeches
of the honourable members for Steinbach (Mr.
Jim Penner) and for Fort Whyte (Mr. Loewen)
that they made mention of their experience and
how, in both their companies, mid-term
projections were often adjusted and amended to
ensure that the bottom line at the end of the
fiscal year was as it should be, and I would relate
that to my own experience in running a business
as well. There are adjustments that need to be
made on an ongoing basis.

I fear that the current government of the day
has spent considerably more time trying to give
excuses as to why they are unwilling to balance
the budget than to actually looking to make
some of the difficult decisions that go along with
being in government. In addition, I would like
to draw attention to the section of the
amendment put forward by our Leader in regard
to this government's unwillingness to bring
forward legislation involving welfare reform
which was introduced by our administration.

This is a subject of particular importance to
the residents of my constituency where it is
widely felt that the best form of assistance is a
job. I suspect that the members opposite feel

somehow that, by not proclaiming this
legislation, they are in some way doing a favour
to those able-bodied individuals currently on
financial assistance. In fact, I would suggest to
the members across the Chamber that they are
doing exactly the opposite. It is the belief of our
members and of my constituents that those who
have a job realize much more from it than
simply a pay cheque. They also achieve skills,
social interaction, self-reliance, and the feeling
of pride that accompanies it.

The legislation that we put forward was to
ensure that recipients received a hand-up and
that they acquired the skills and confidence
needed in today's workplace. Of course, the
member for Fort Rouge (Mr. Sale) would have
Manitobans believe that there are no individuals
currently on welfare who do not want to work.
Mr. Speaker, I spoke earlier in my address about
the importance of members staying in touch with
the people who elected them, and I would
suggest that, if the member for Fort Rouge was
really in touch with Manitobans, he would not
repeat those words. In fact, I suspect that many
of his own colleagues, judging by the responses
in Question Period, would distance themselves
from the member's comments.

Every Manitoban knows of, or has heard of,
abuses in the system. It is impossible to have a
system as large as social assistance and not have
those abuses. The legislation which members
across the Chamber have refused to adopt not
only addresses those cases, it also embraces
those individuals on assistance who truly want to
contribute to society and who are looking for a
way to develop and enhance their skills.

As the representative for a constituency that
has companies constantly looking for
employees, it is my belief that this government
has passed up an opportunity to make a positive
difference in the lives of Manitobans and has
done so simply based on an ideology, and that is
out of step with today's economy.

It is particularly significant at the occasion
of a throne speech of a new government to draw
attention to those things that have been achieved
in my area during the previous government's
tenure. In fact, it was with some alarm that I
noted the lack of attention drawn to rural
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Manitobans in the throne speech and what they
could expect from government.

Indeed, one of the few initiatives of
provincial jurisdiction noted in the throne speech
directed at rural Manitobans living south of
Winnipeg was a commitment to develop more
trails. I would like to assure the new Minister
for Intergovernmental Affairs (Ms. Friesen) that
there is much more to the southern part of our
province than picnics and hiking trails. In fact,
the past decade has seen unprecedented growth
and development in my region. I am pleased to
say the biggest problem many businesses in my
area are having, as | have mentioned, is finding
employees to work. The policies of the previous
government—lower taxes, lower debt-have
helped create an environment where new
businesses are coming to my region and existing
ones are expanding.

I would like to draw attention to two
achievements in particular that have been of
great importance in my region. The first is the
development of Highway No. 3 that passes
through the centre of Morden. The
redevelopment of this highway will be a
tremendous addition to this historic community
and will benefit the many tourists who visit
during the annual Comn and Apple Festival and
throughout the year.

As well, I would like to note the
development of the Boundary Trails hospital
centre, which will serve as the region's primary
health care facility and help eliminate much of
the duplication that existed in having two care
facilities in close proximity.

These projects are just two examples of the
progress that has occurred in my region under
the direction of the Filmon government over the
past decade. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, the new
government has inherited a province in which
the optimism is high and the economy can only
be described as firing on all cylinders. To many,
this would seem to be the ideal position to be in.
However, and I would challenge the members
opposite to listen, there is an old adage that the
hardest job to step into is one in which the
previous individual was extremely successful
because of the expectations that are left. And
maybe just to follow on that adage, and that is

that sometimes you make some of your worst
decisions during the best of times.

* (1450)

Mr. Conrad Santos, Deputy Speaker, in the
Chair

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this government has a
very tough act to follow. Manitobans, and my
residents in particular, will keep a very watchful
eye on this administration to ensure that the past
gains are not whittled away by Today's NDP.
As a first attempt, I would suggest that the
government throne speech missed the mark in
many areas, some of which have I have gone in
some lengths to detail. It is a speech that lacks
any clear direction or agenda for the province of
Manitoba. It is a document that, rather than
giving confidence to the people that a clear
direction and plan is in place, leaves many
questions about Today's NDP.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the months ahead will
be important ones in our history. The beginning
of a new century marks another milestone and
another benchmark in our history as a province.
It is my hope that history will record that the
new millennium saw our province continue to
grow and prosper as it has in the past 10 years
and not regress to the trappings of the past. I
look forward to playing my part in ensuring that
my region continues to grow, and that as a
province we continue to be a place my children
and grandchildren will be proud to call home.
Thank you very much.

Ms. Marianne Cerilli (Radisson): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, it is good to be back. It is good to be
back in the Legislature after an election and after
a change in government. It is really good to be
back on this side of the House. I am very much
enjoying being on the government side and
learning new responsibilities within the caucus
and as part of the new government.

I want to make a few comments about the
election and my new constituency of Radisson
and get into talking a little bit about some of the
issues of the day and some of the comments
being put on the record by members opposite, as
well as some of the directions of our government
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and its taking and keeping our commitments that
we put forward during the election.

I want to begin by congratulating you, as
well as the new Speaker, Speaker Hickes, on
their election and appointment to take over the
management of this Chamber. So far I think that
it has actually been a fairly subdued Chamber so
far. There has been nothing too extraordinary
that has gone in terms of the decorum and the
nature of the House. Hopefully that will
continue. [ want to welcome the pages that are
here and wish them well in their duties and also
welcome back the Clerk's staff and particularly
pay tribute to Binx Remnant, who has served as
the Clerk for a number of years. As we learned
today, he is actually the longest-serving Clerk in
the Commonwealth. That is quite an
achievement, to spend that much time serving
the people of Manitoba in that responsible
capacity and to oversee so many governments,
so many speakers and so many MLAs who have
come through this House. I do not know if
Clerks write memoirs, but that would probably
make for some pretty interesting reading.

[ also want to take this opportunity to thank
all the citizens who live in Radisson. It was a
very good election in Radisson. It was also,
though, I would say, a quiet campaign. Both of
the opponents—there were only three of us in
Radisson. The Progressive Conservative
candidate, Mr. McDonald, as well as the Liberal
candidate, Betty Ann Watts, both ran good
campaigns and respect the vote that was cast for
all parties. I take my responsibilities quite
seriously in representing the new configuration
of Radisson.

[ want to say good-bye to all those citizens
who I have worked with for almost nine years in
the areas of south Transcona, an area that I got to
know quite well and got to know many of the
residents there quite well as we faced many
spring floods together and as we faced a number
of other decisions together that affected that
neighbourhood, whether it was the siting of
waste facilities, whether it was the elimination of
school busing and transit service, whether it was
issues related to the neighbour CN with closing
the access sidewalk. It seemed like that small
community of south Transcona had a never-
ending series of issues that faced it at the very

local community level. 1 wish them well with
their new MLA, the MLA for Transcona.

Similarly, I want to say farewell to all the
constituents I worked with who were part of the
East Kildonan, Valley Gardens and East
Elmwood part of Radisson under the former
boundaries. There were a number of community
endeavours there that we undertook together,
most notably the recent establishment at the
Valley Gardens Junior High of the Together for
Change program. Those constituents go both to
Rossmere and to Concordia.

Now my new constituency of Radisson has
changed by approximately 40 percent.

Je voudrais dire un grand merci a toutes les
personnes qui habitent & Windsor Park et a
Saint-Boniface. = Maintenant j'ai une grande
population qui parle frangais. Donc maintenant,
je voudrais parler le frangais dans la Chambre et
dans la communauté plus souvent.

Jai habit¢ a Windsor Park pendant deux
mois quand j'allais & l'université. J'ai habité a
Windsor Park aprés que j'ai pris un cours de
frangais. Je suis restée chez une femme qui
faisait le cours de frangais avec moi a Fleury
Place a Windsor Park. C'était seulement pendant
deux mois, mais c'était un petit lien avec la
circonscription de Windsor Park. J'ai rencontré
une femme a la porte pendant I'élection et je n'ai
pas parlé anglais avec elle. J'étais trés surprise
pendant I'élection par le nombre de personnes
qui ouvraient la porte avec leur téléphone
cellulaire a la main. Cette femme, qui parlait
frangais au téléphone, a ouvert la porte et m'a dit
bonjour. Aprés ¢a, elle n'a pas parlé anglais avec
moi. C'est pendant I'élection que, pour la
premiére fois, j'ai parlé frangais pendant toute la
conversation avec quelqu'un a la porte.

Je sais qu'il y a beaucoup de personnes a
Windsor Park et a Saint-Boniface qui parlent
frangais comme premiére langue. Je veux faire
des accommodations pour toutes les personnes
pour améliorer leurs possibilités.

[Translation]
I would like to offer a big thank you to the

people who live in Windsor Park and St.
Boniface. Now I have a large population that
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speaks French, so I would like to speak French
in the Chamber and in the community more
often.

I lived in Windsor Park for two months
when I was going to university, after I had taken
a French course. I stayed with a woman who
was in my French course at Fleury Place in
Windsor Park. This was only for two months,
but it was a small link with the Windsor Park
area. During the election, I met a woman at the
door and did not speak English with her. I was
very surprised by the number of people who
opened the door holding a cell phone. This
woman, who was speaking French on her
cellphone, opened the door and said "Bonjour"
to me, after which she did not speak English
with me. It was during the election that I spoke
French for the first time throughout an entire
conversation with someone at the door.

I know that there are many people in
Windsor Park and St. Boniface whose first
language is French. [ want to accommodate all
people so as to improve their possibilities.

[English]

What I was trying to say is I will try to serve
those people to the best of my ability. |
welcome all of those people who have French as
their first language and who want to speak
French as much as possible in the community.

* (1500)

I was struck by the stability of the Windsor
Park area. The new Radisson goes all the way to
Fermor Avenue, all the way I believe from
Springfield Road in the north all the way to
Fermor Avenue down 59 Highway, and it
extends as far approximately to Autumnwood
and up to Elizabeth Road. In that section of
Windsor Park, it is predominantly single-family
homes. There are a few apartment blocks. But
what really struck me as a characteristic of that
neighbourhood was the stability. [ met
constituent and family after family who had
lived in their home in Windsor Park for 30 years
or more. That says a lot about the
neighbourhood. There were also new families
moving in, but it raises some significant
questions about an aging population in that area.

There is a small, little neighbourhood, I
think it is commonly known as Holden, which
also is in the new Radisson, which is at the end
of Marion as it intersects with 59 Highway. I
know that in some ways that small community is
going to replace the South Transcona
neighbourhood that I have now lost to the
constituency of Transcona. It is very similar. It
is unserviced in terms of a lot of city services, in
terms of bus. They do not have paved roads and
sidewalks the same as a lot of other urban areas.
There are a number of issues that are going to
face that community that I look forward to
working on. One in particular, recently they had
the City of Winnipeg take over the management
of the east St. Boniface Community Club
because of the aging population in that
neighbourhood, there were not enough
volunteers and enough interest in the new
residents to create a board for the management
and overseeing of the community club. So those
are some of the kinds of issues that are affecting
the community.

Some of the other characteristics or
highlights that I noticed during the election in
the Windsor Park area, and since the election,
are that it is a very open community. I have
been quite encouraged at the number of
invitations I have had to community events with
the schools, with the community club, with
places like the Prendergast Centre that is a
wonderful place. It is an old school that has
been converted into a seniors centre, a day care
centre, a child and family services resource
centre. It is a hub of activity for the community.
I recently enjoyed participating in their child and
family services Christmas party this past
weekend.

I have to say there are a number of small
businesses—] think all of us probably do that
during the election, we get to know people at our
favourite places where we can go for a quick bite
to eat during the election. I must say that the
folks at Atlantic Pizza really impressed me. I
really felt at home. The member for Minto (Ms.
Mihychuk) was just requesting that I could speak
[talian during my throne speech. Unfortunately I
cannot, but I can tell you that the homemade
cooking at that particular restaurant was really
wonderful.
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These are the kinds of things I think we
remember during the election where you could
go into the small establishment, family
operation. You could watch the news on TV.
They invite you to sit at their table. It was like
being in someone's kitchen. We would talk
politics, have a good salad and some good
homemade food, and they would send me on my
way with good wishes. I did that at a few other
places as well. There was an ice cream shop, in
particular, and those are the kinds of
relationships that you strike up in the
constituency during an election that really mean
a lot, to me anyway.

The new constituency of Radisson is going
to be challenging, in some ways. I am going to
be dealing with two M.P.s, both the member for
Transcona, Bill Blaikie, and the member for St.
Boniface, Ron Duhamel, from two different
parties. I am also going to be dealing with three
school divisions. Part of Radisson is in the
River East School Division; part of Radisson is
in the St. Boniface School Division; and of
course, part of Radisson is still in the Transcona-
Springfield School Division.

In that Transcona area, there are a number of
communities that are still in the Radisson
constituency, those being Lakeside Meadows,
Kildonan  Estates, Kildonan = Meadows,
Eaglemere, Mission Gardens and what I would
call the old west Transcona. All of those
neighbourhoods have specific characteristics and
needs of their own. During the campaign, I
heard a lot of people talking about seniors
housing. In the older Transcona neighbourhood,
people were concerned about police presence
and making sure that they get a response when
they have some kind of incident they want to
report.

Transportation issues are high on the
agenda. Radisson continues to be a residential
community that is surrounded by industry. They
are surrounded also to the north by the RM. of
Springfield and their industrial area, and all
those things pose significant challenges. The
Regent strip and the casino, as well as the major
packing plants, are in the boundaries of
Radisson. I am pleased to see that there is an
expansion proposed with Schneider's.

Though we know that there are also
challenges that are there because of having

residential neighbourhoods so close to industrial
development, at the current time we are working
on getting an environmental licence for New
Flyer which is located directly across the street
from homes that have been there for more than
30 to 40 years. Those are the kinds of issues that
I work on, on a regular basis in Radisson.

Workplace safety and health issues are very
high on the agenda. The kind of work that a
number of the people do in the constituency
creates a lot of need for strong programs through
Workers Compensation, through Employment
Insurance, and specific kinds of issues in social
supports like child care, where there is a real
need for flexible child care for those families
that have the challenge of shift work, of night
shifts and not just working a regular nine-to-five
job.

By and far, though, I would say, the kinds of
issues that were raised during the election were
health care. This government is committed to
solving the crisis in health care, to ending
hallway medicine. We have already released a
strategy. We are committed to dealing with the
waiting lists and hiring more nurses and
establishing programs to attract and retrain
health care professionals.

I cannot tell you the number of people at the
doorstep who had stories of people in their
family. One that comes to mind was a family
who recently had a family member who had a
blood transfusion in the hallway. It was
incredible to hear how many people had been
faced directly with dealing with family, having
to feed them and care for them in the hallway of
one of our hospitals. Many of those kinds of
procedures, for example, having someone have a
blood transfusion in the hallway, that was a
violation of hospital policy in Manitoba a few
short years ago, and it is frightening to think that
now it is a matter of course that a number of
these things are just a regular occurrence. It is
something that we on this side of the House as
part of a new government are committed to
reversing, that we want to have a health care
system that is based on dignity, that is based on
public access, no matter where you live, no
matter where you come from, that you have
access to good, quality services. We know that
this cannot be fixed overnight. It took the
former government almost 12 years to create
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some of the problems in terms of the nursing
shortage, after we lost over 1,000 nurses under
the former government. It is amazing that they
will ask questions after being in the House only
a couple of weeks and think that we have not
solved the problem. So I hope that they will
remember some of the mismanagement of their
era in health care, the SmartHealth program, the
frozen food fiasco, adding on layers of
bureaucracy when we should have been trying to
save money and put more resources into the
front lines of health care. Those things are the
challenges that we face. We look forward to
working with residents.

The other thing that struck me during the
election as I was going door to door were the
number of nurses and other health care providers
who said: they just do not listen to us. We want
to create opportunities for nurses, for doctors, for
other health care professionals to be able to tell
us the ideas that they have. Things, for example,
that were mentioned to me a number of times
were having services for laboratory technology
in the North, so we do not have to transport
patients over and over again. I remember, when
we were in opposition, the MLA for The Pas
(Mr. Lathlin) asking on behalf of his constituents
why they would have to be transported from
northern Manitoba five, six, seven times to get
surgery and have it delayed and delayed again,
and the same thing for transporting people who
need very routine tests. If those tests can be
done in the North, it will not only create more
quality jobs in those remote communities, but it
will also provide better services to those
residents of Manitoba.

* (1510)

I think it is important that, when we are
talking about health care, we do remember that
health care is also a federal, national government
responsibility, and the federal government has to
reinvest with the kind of projections they have
now for surplus budgets. I think we cannot get
into playing this tax cut game when in fact we
have such a huge deficit on the social side in
terms of health care as well as in education.

Education is also a very strong commitment
that we have as a new government, doubling the
number of college spaces over the next five

years, making post-secondary education
affordable. I have to say, during the election
campaign, | talked to a number of young voters
who said: your party is the only one talking
about the high cost of education and realizing
that having a doubling of the tuition fees for
colleges and over 100 percent and almost the
same amount of increases in the universities is
just not acceptable. The kinds of families that I
represent in Radisson are being hard hit by those
increases in tuition levels. Again, it is not
something that provincial government can do on
its own. The federal government has to put its
money where its mouth is, so to speak, when
they talk about high tech and when they talk
about having the kind of economy where people
are going to have jobs that are going to provide
the level of income that we aspire to, that
education has to be part of that and a big part of
that.

We have said over and over again as a new
government that part of a good economic
strategy has to be a strong education policy and
an education strategy that is going to address
particularly the needs in aboriginal communities.
They have to become included, more so, and that
has to be a goal of our government: raising the
participation rates of aboriginal people in our
colleges and universities and bringing back the
levels that were there for the Access program,
both the levels of participation and the levels of
support, so that people can truly focus on their
studies. We have to deal with the trend where
many students now are working a number of
jobs, and it is taking them years and years to
finish their post-secondary education because
they have to continue to earn money to pay for
their costs outside of just the summer months in
order to make it through.

I was pleased to participate in the first-ever
state of the province's address to youth at the
recent business and youth seminar where a
number of initiatives were announced that are
also going to make the connection between the
K-to-12 education system as well as post-
secondary education system. We want our
young people to feel like they are participating
citizens as they make the transition from school
to work. I know that there are a lot of challenges
to be addressed in dealing with curriculum, in
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dealing with the standardized exams, in
improving our education system, ensuring that
Manitoba students are going to be prepared to
move on either to school, post-secondary
education, or to work.

I think that some of our initiatives and
announcements and commitments during the
election also struck a chord with voters in trying
to deal with these standardized exams. We are
making the commitment to start at the Grade 3
year. Again, I heard over and over again by
residents that it just does not make sense to have
that kind of testing where the parents did not get
to see the results, where the classroom teacher
often did not get to see the results. It just was
not the kind of use of over $3 million that is
really going to get the most mileage for that kind
of cost expenditure in terms of learning and in
terms of improving the skills and abilities of
those primary grades.

One of the other issues I mentioned earlier
that is high on the list of concerns in the
constituency of Radisson is public safety. I
know that there have been changes made by the
City of Winnipeg in terms of policing, that there
was a reorganization; instead of having four
divisions or zones in the northeast end of
Winnipeg, there are now three. This has had a
huge effect on Transcona, which often does not
have the coverage of a police car. There has also
been a reorganization and a centralization of the
traffic units, so the only time that there is an
attending police officer is if there is a fatality. I
know that this is a big concern in the
constituency, and a lot of people are aware of
that, what has happened in terms of these
reorganizations. We are awaiting a report that
will speak to how to ensure that citizens are
going to have the kind of police presence and the
kind of police protection that they are looking
for and that they deserve and, in a lot of ways,
that they are paying for.

We had, I think, prior to the election, raised
a lot of concerns about the rhetoric that the
former government had in terms of community
safety. [ think that this is one area where our
government is already showing that there is
leadership. We had a strong proposal for a gang
crime and auto theft that we are going to be

following through on as well as victims' rights
and practical steps that are long overdue, like a
new gang unit in the Prosecutions branch,
looking at penalties for car theft.

That is on the Justice side, but we really
recognize that there also have to be preventative
strategies as well. That is why we want so
quickly to look at how we can have schools and
other facilities open on weekends and evenings
so that young people can participate in recreation
and positive learning and educational
opportunities as an alternative to just hanging
out and being influenced by peer pressure and
getting involved in petty crime or vandalism and
other criminal activity.

I want to make a few comments about what
was to me very encouraging about this past
election and our mandate going into a new
government. It was clear to me that the majority
of people across Manitoba were rejecting the
approach by the former government and their
billion-dollar promise, and they were voting to
have reinvestment back into health care and
education. It is incredible to me that just prior to
the election and during the election that this
government went on this overspending binge,
that they could starve our health care and
education system for so many years during their
mandate, and then in this way just before the
election put Manitobans in such a precarious
position by trying to buy the election by having
all this spending.

They always accuse us overspending and
now we have, interestingly enough, even the
former MLA for Brandon saying he was
surprised to read of the projected deficit. I am
quoting here from the Brandon Sun: where
going into the election, there was no sign the
province might be spending itself into a hole, he
said. I had no indication like that. As Education
minister, [ thought we needed money for
colleges and things like that and revenues based
on reasonable estimates seemed to be there.

Now to have this opposition so soon after
the election trying to say that it is an NDP
government mismanaging the funds s
completely ridiculous. I think that a lot of
Manitobans do not realize what happens during
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an election, that all the MLASs cease to be MLASs
the day the election is called, but the cabinet and
the ministers continue to function and operate
the government. There must have been a lot of
activity in signing off their authority through
Treasury Board and spending to accumulate the
kind of overspending in those months prior to
the election and during the election period.

* (1520)

There were other things that people raised.
As you go door to door during an election we all
get to talk to a number of people. [ also
remember talking to one fellow who was a
Conservative, and he told me how much he was
disappointed in the previous government in
terms of their rhetoric on high tech industries
and high tech jobs and keeping them here. He
had a list for me of the things that could have
been done and should have been done to keep
those kind of industries here and to keep those
jobs here, everything from AECL to other
industries and companies that design software.

When you have people like that that are
going to turn away from the government,
because on the one hand they are talking a good
game, and they had good communications and
good news releases, but when it came down to
the people that were in the know, that worked in
that industry, that we would meet on the
doorstep, they were telling us that it was all talk
and that there was really not the kind of strategy
to keep those industries here that the government
was trying to lead Manitobans to believe.

[ also remember other families.  For
example, a man and a woman who live in
Eaglemere, who were in such a state of crisis.
They were at risk of losing their house, because
they had gotten behind in taxes. It all came
down to having a health care problem in the
family, so that they were dealing with a number
of different medications. Both the husband and
the wife had health care problems. They were
not able to get the kind of supports that they
needed. As a result, they were in this situation
where they could not make their payments on
their house. I thought to myself I thought those
days in Canada were gone. | thought we now
had a system in Canada in our health care where
people could be assured that they would get the

supports that they would need and they would
not lose their home when a health care crisis
struck their family.

I hope that we can, as a new government,
stay in touch in the way that we do during the
election. We can continue to work closely with
all those organizations and residents in our
communities and not forget the people that put
us here, not forget that we are here to represent
them. We do have to work very hard to stay in
touch and stay in close contact to really
understand the way that their lives are being
affected by the kind of society that we live in—
this high-tech, fast-paced, consumer-media-
oriented society—and also how it is being
affected by the decisions of government.

In closing, I want to pay special tribute and
thanks to my family, to my extended family. I
come from a very political family where on a
regular basis we have good discussions on issues
of the day. [ am always confused by people
when they tell me that they do not like to talk
politics because I grew up in a house where it
was just natural for us to be interested in and
want to discuss and debate the things that were
affecting our lives.

[ also want to thank my immediate family,
my partner, Glenn, and our daughter, Mira, who
is a year and a half. We work very hard to not
have her suffer by career path and by the work
that I do. I want Glenn to know that his decision
to stay at home with her is much appreciated in
these very important early years. He is a very
good advisor to me. He has some incredible
insights, and his own research is never ending. |
do not know anyone who reads more
government reports than Glenn.

[ also want to thank the number of
volunteers and activists who worked on the
Radisson campaign, long-time party members as
well as new people that came out for the very
first time to donate their time, as well as the staff
that really pitched in, and my colleague Daryl
Reid, the MLA for Transcona. We share a
constituency office, and we shared a campaign
office. It has been 10 years, and we continue to
also be neighbours in this House, where we sit
close together once again. I enjoy working
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together with him to represent the community of
Transcona.

With that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I look
forward to many more debates in this House and
continuing to advocate on issues that are near
and dear to my heart, hoping that we will move
more to sustainable development as a
government, that we will address the challenges
that are out there in terms of poverty; that we
will continue to strive to make Manitoba a more
democratic place, that we will work in
partnership with First Nations people and
address the many challenges that face the first
people of our province.

We are entering a new century, and we want
to establish a new approach to government in
Manitoba. We realize that we do not want to go
back to the days of deficit financing; that we
must live within our means, but I think that we
have to put first and foremost, as our main
objectives, re-establishing a very high quality
health care system, ensuring young people have
the education options and the other opportunities
that they require to become fully participating
citizens in our province and that we want all
Manitobans to have a greater sense of security in
their homes and in their communities, in their
workplaces, and that would be throughout their
whole life.

We know that we have to plan in
government not as often is the case for short
term but looking in the long term. I am grateful
for the opportunity to participate in this House
and as part of that group of men and women who
are going to face that challenge with enthusiasm,
with energy and, as our Leader likes to say, to
get up every morning and to fulfill our
commitments. Thank you.

Mr. Eric Stefanson (Kirkfield Park): Mr.
Deputy Speaker, I, too, am pleased to have this
opportunity to put some comments on the record
responding to the Speech from the Throne. It
obviously represents an opportunity for us to
touch a whole range of topics and issues that we
believe are important to Manitobans.

Mr. Speaker in the Chair

I want to start by congratulating the Speaker
on his election to that Chair. I, like I think

everybody in this House, believe that he will do
an excellent job serving as Speaker. He
certainly has the confidence of myself
personally, ‘I believe all of our caucus and this
entire Chamber. We very much look forward to
working with him over the weeks and months
and years ahead and wish him well with the
challenges that he will have keeping proper
decorum, keeping us on line and keeping this
House moving and working efficiently. But I
am certain that he will do a very, very good job.

[ also want to congratulate the Deputy
Speaker as well and would echo many of the
same comments. I think he too, in his role as
Deputy Speaker, will also do a good job
representing this House and this Chamber and
the element of fairness and so on that is so
important to the positions that both of you
gentlemen hold.

* (1530)

I also want to offer my best wishes to the
table officers and wish them well with their
many challenges in terms of serving all of us in
this House, in our committees, throughout this
entire legislative process. I think, as we all
know, that too is an extremely challenging,
demanding, can be frustrating role to play, and
we all wish them the best in terms of meeting the
challenges that they face.

At the same time, I, like everybody in this
House, want to congratulate our Clerk of the
Assembly for his 17 years of excellent service to
the people of Manitoba. For me personally it
has been a pleasure to work with him. I have
always enjoyed the working relationship that I
have developed with him and wish him nothing
but the best with whatever life holds for him in
the future.

I too want to welcome our new pages and
congratulate them on their selection. I hope that
they find this position interesting, fulfilling,
rewarding, all of those kinds of things. It can
have varied elements from the, I will use the
word "excitement" for lack of a better word, of
Question Period or the element of Question
Period to some of the more mundane elements of
the day. But I hope that they enjoy this
experience and when they look back on it after
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having served here that it proves to be a
rewarding experience and gives them a whole
new appreciation and involvement hopefully in
elements of public life.

I always tell young classes whenever I meet
with any of the classes that come to tour that are
from my constituency to take an interest in
politics, because I think, as we all know, politics
touches us every day of our lives, whether it is
municipal or school divisions or provincial or
federal or whatever level of government it might
be. So take an interest in it but most importantly
take an interest in it because at the end of the day
it comes down to people. You have an
opportunity to come in contact with people from
all backgrounds, all walks of life, and that really
is the most rewarding aspect of being involved
in politics, whether you are a candidate or a
volunteer or whatever role you play in terms of
supporting our political process.

I, like everybody on our side, want to
congratulate the Premier (Mr. Doer) and the new
members of cabinet. I wish them well with their
challenges, with their responsibilities. They
certainly will be faced with a great deal of hard
work, a number of challenges, a number of
difficult issues in the weeks and months and
years ahead. I certainly wish them well with
those issues and with those decisions.

It is always, I think, in experiencing this for
the first time being in opposition, a mixed mood
you have. You certainly want our government to
perform well and you want Manitoba to perform
well and so on; but, of course, with the view that
we would like to be back on that side as soon as
possible, at the next earliest opportunity, we
want them to give us some opportunities and
some issues to portray a different vision for
Manitoba. I am sure we will have that
opportunity over the weeks and months ahead.
So it is, on the one hand, that I wish them well
and offer them my best, but we will certainly be
continuing to hold them accountable and
offering some alternatives. But, having had the

opportunity to serve in various aspects, I know it

takes an awful lot of commitment and an awful
lot of hard work, an awful lot of dedication, and
I wish each and every one of them nothing but
the best with their challenges.

I, too, want to congratulate everybody who
was elected in this last election, all of the MLAs,
all 57, and particularly the new members
because for them this is an especially exciting
time, to be in this House for the very first time,
to be given the opportunity to represent the
people of their constituency. Those of us who
are elected for not the first time can certainly
remember and identify with the thrill and
excitement and everything that goes with being
elected for the very first time. So, while I
congratulate all 57, I offer special
congratulations and best wishes to the newly
elected members on all sides of the House. [ am
particularly pleased with the five new members
we have on our side of the House coming again
from a good cross-section of backgrounds,
community involvement, commitment to their
province. | am extremely thrilled and pleased
with what [ have seen of the qualities and
capabilities and performance of our five new
members on this side of the House, whether it
has been in our caucus or in any other kind of
environment or forum.

I also want to congratulate our Leader, the
member for Tuxedo (Mr. Filmon), for his
outstanding contribution and commitment to the
people of Manitoba. There will be future
opportunities to talk more about the many
accomplishments of our Leader, but I want to
say what an honour and a privilege it has been
for me to serve with him to date, particularly to
serve with him in approximately nine years in
government. As everybody knows, our
government represented Manitoba for over 11
years. It certainly has been an honour and a
privilege to serve with the member for Tuxedo,
and to be a part of his vision which has been said
on so many occasions to make Manitoba the
very best place to live, to work, to invest and,
most importantly, to raise a family. His vision
and his policies will not only benefit Manitobans
today, as they have had for the past few years,
but they will benefit Manitobans for many, many
years to come. I believe that that will continue
to be recognized by Manitobans well into the
future.

So, at this point in time, I offer some very
brief congratulations to our Leader, and I look
forward to having a future opportunity to say
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more about the role he played, not only here in
the province of Manitoba but indeed right across
this great country and in other aspects, issues
that touched our province and our country in
other parts of the world.

I, too, like everybody, want to thank the
people of my constituency, the people of
Kirkfield Park for once again allowing me to
represent them, for electing me for a third term.
I have also had the privilege to represent that
area on our Winnipeg City Council for three
terms as well, so to date that represents about 17
years of service to the people of Kirkfield Park
and the surrounding area, and that is certainly
again a privilege and honour for me personally. I
think it is also a very humbling experience, to go
through the electoral process, to see the number
of people who come out and work so hard on
your behalf, that put in countless hours of
dedication and door-knocking and preparation of
information and phone canvassing and telephone
answering and all of the things that go into an
election at any level. It certainly is an honour to
represent the people of that particular area, a part
of Winnipeg that I have now lived in for over 26
years. | have been involved in with other
community activities in our community club and
had the opportunity to raise our two children.
They went entirely through the school system
and the community clubs, being born and raised
and growing up in that part of the city of
Winnipeg.

Kirkfield Park is a great community, not
unlike so much of Manitoba and so many
communities right across our great province. It
has good community spirit; it has great
community involvement. We have a number of
outstanding facilities, whether it is our
recreational facilities or our other community
facilities. We also are home to the Winnipeg
Police Academy. We are home to the St. James
Museum. We, of course, are home to the Grace
Hospital, which is very important to that part of
our city and, indeed, all of Manitoba. We have
library services and so on, so it is a wonderful
community within the city of Winnipeg. I am
certainly very pleased and proud to be living in
that part of Winnipeg.

I want to move on now, Mr. Speaker, with
some comments about the throne speech, and my

comments are not going to be so much as to
what is in the speech, but more so what is not in
the speech. That is the area of concern I have
with the throne speech that was delivered
recently and I am going to touch on three issues.
Time permitting, it would be nice to cover a

‘number of other issues, but my focus is really

going to be on three areas: one, the whole issue
of the commitment to fiscal responsibility,
balanced budgets, and so on; another issue will
be the issue of our economy and the importance
of our economy in terms of jobs and the
revenues that government requires, and so on;
and I do want to spend a few minutes
commenting on some health care issues.

Financial management is something that is, I
believe, of significant importance to
governments at all levels and obviously
extremely important for the future of our
province and provinces right across Canada and
the future of Canada. I do not think I can stress
enough the importance of living within our
means and balancing our books on a year-to-year
basis.

I think in this last election it was really
encouraging to see all parties running on that
kind of a platform. That is something that we
did not have just four or five years ago in
Manitoba, something that we have not had for
many years in Manitoba. I think in many
respects that was extremely positive, and I think
a compliment to us in terms of the leadership
and vision that our provinces show in this whole
area of living within our means and balancing
our books. It is certainly important for the
province today and well into the future to
balance our books and live within our means.

* (1540)

We were one of the first provinces in all of
Canada to recognize that. Going back into the
late '80s, early '90s, I think most who look back
at the history of provinces would recognize it
was really Manitoba and New Brunswick that
led the way in terms of working towards living
within our means. We were one of the first
provinces in Canada to actually balance our
books and deliver a balanced budget. I certainly
was pleased to have the opportunity back in
1995 to introduce that first balanced budget on
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behalf of my colleagues, our caucus and our
government at that time.

Since then we have delivered on four
balanced budgets: 1995-96, 1996-97, '97-98,
and '98-99. We just need to look at the most
recently released Public Accounts for 1998-99
by the current Minister of Finance, and these of
course are audited Public Accounts by the
Provincial Auditor. It shows that our operating
budget had a surplus for the year 1998-99 of $31
million. They were budgeting a surplus of $23
million, so we exceeded that target.

At the same time we did face some spending
pressures. We were able to put some additional
resources into very important spending areas
such as health and other areas. In fact, if you
look at some of the expenditure amounts, you
will see that there were additional resources put
into health and other elements of our budget.

So that represents the fourth balanced
budget delivered here in the province of
Manitoba. Of course, we tabled our fifth
balanced budget back in April of this year. I will
discuss some of the elements of that in a little
more detail in a few minutes.

As well, we are paying down the debt in the
province of Manitoba. We are paying it down
on a schedule of less than 30 years. We are
paying $75 million a year. Last year in
Manitoba we were able to double our debt
payment to $150 million. Again, I would hope
everybody could recognize the importance of
getting that debt down, which will reduce our
interest costs and allow us to dedicate those
resources in other areas.

Hopefully that is the kind of thing, whether
it is your personal household, whether it is your
business, whatever you are involved with, you
recognize the importance of paying down that
debt and freeing up those resources either for
future tax reductions or for future spending
requirements in areas like health and education.

Today in Canada we are the lowest cost
overall government in all of Canada on a per
capita basis, again a compliment to the
efficiency in many aspects of the delivery of

public  services across the entire

government.

right

As well, in terms of recognition of the fiscal
performance of our government, last year the
credit rating for the Province of Manitoba was
increased to a AA by both Moody's and Standard
and Poor's, increasing our rating to the same as
the Province of Ontario, where only two
provinces in Canada today, the Province of
Alberta and the Province of British Columbia,
have higher credit ratings.

That is a direct contrast to what happened in
the 1980s when our credit rating was reduced
down to an A rating because of some of the
concerns expressed by those bond-rating
agencies at that particular point in time. So,
again, that certainly is a compliment to the
overall fiscal performance of Manitoba over
these last several years.

At the same time, the Province of Manitoba
has been able to borrow money at the second
lowest interest rate of any province in all of
Canada. That again is a compliment to the fiscal
and financial performance of this province over
the last several years. What that basically means
is people right across this country and outside of
Canada are prepared to take a lower return on
their investment on their bond because of the
confidence they have had in the overall
economic and fiscal performance of the Province
of Manitoba.

In fact, when I met about a year and a half,
two years ago with one of the vice-governors of
the Bank of Canada, he said one of the main
reasons we are enjoying interest rates at the
lowest level in 30 to 40 years, and I think we can
all recognize how important low interest rates
are to the growth of our economy in the creation
of jobs, he said one of the single most important
reasons why that is happening today is because
governments are finally living within their
means and balancing their books. He was
extremely complimentary of the government of
Manitoba, our government at that time, for being
a leader in that area and charting a path that all
governments across Canada are now following
today to various degrees.
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I cannot talk about balanced budgets without
referring to our balanced budget legislation that
the experts have called the most comprehensive
in all of Canada. That balanced budget
legislation not only requires that we balance our
books each and every year, it also requires that
we actually pay down the debt in the province of
Manitoba. There is a schedule right in that
legislation that requires us to pay down our debt
in less than 30 years, Mr. Speaker. It also
provides protection for the taxpayers of
Manitoba, where the government cannot
increase personal income taxes, corporate
income taxes, the payroll tax or the sales tax
without going to the people of Manitoba on a
province-wide referendum.

As much as the NDP supported the balanced
budget legislation during this last election, that
again is in direct contrast to what they did when
the legislation was in fact introduced, because
we all recall that at that particular point in time,
the government today actually voted against that
balanced budget legislation. In fact, Mr.
Speaker, people like the member for
Crescentwood described that balanced budget
legislation, he said he is sorry to have to rise on
a bill that is destined to make Manitoba the
laughing stock of the financial management
world.

At the time the Leader of the Opposition, the
current Premier (Mr. Doer), said if you want to
have people starving to death in our streets
because you have a silly balanced budget
legislation. That is what the NDP said back
when the legislation was introduced back in
1995. They were certainly singing a different
tune during the election where they supported
that legislation, and we will continue to hold
them accountable to that commitment.

An Honourable Member: What happened in
the last year?

Mr. Stefanson: 1 will get there in just a minute.
Be patient. Be patient. We will certainly be
holding them accountable for living within that
balanced budget legislation and fulfilling that
election promise that they made to Manitobans,
that they will respect the balanced budget
legislation and work towards balanced budgets
here in the province of Manitoba.

I state the obvious. I hope I state the
obvious, that budgets, I think as we all know in
our household or in our business or in
government, are a financial plan that is put in
place at the start of the year. Another thing I
hope we all recognize is that any budget,
whether it is our household or our business or
government, has to be managed day in and day
out. That is why we have a number of processes
in place. That is why we have a Treasury Board
Committee of Cabinet which deals with all of
the expenditures of government on a weekly
basis, or certainly when we were there that
Committee of Cabinet meets at a minimum of
every week. Once you get into the budget
process, that Committee of Cabinet meets day in
and day out working on the budget. So that is
part of a process to continue to work at
managing the budget, to manage and control
your expenditures throughout the year.

A budget is not simply something that you
put in place and go into cruise control or throw
up your hands and think because a document
was submitted at one point in time it
automatically is going to unfold 365 days later.
If you do not continue to work at that budget, do
not continue to manage it, do not continue to
deal with the issues, obviously that budget can
go in a number of different directions.

I want to talk about the recent review that
was commissioned by the current government,
Mr. Speaker, and this is the Deloitte and Touche
review compiled November 17 of this year. |
think it is important to recognize what this
document is at this particular point in time. It is
a compilation of expenditure requests coming
from within the various departments and some of
the organizations that are funded by the
government of Manitoba. That is what it is. In
fact, the accounting firm itself makes that point
in many cases throughout the report. In fact, if
you were to go, as one example, to page 7 of the
report, this group, Deloitte and Touche, states
very clearly that given the current and existing
focus of the budgetary and statutory frameworks
on the consolidated fund, this is the perspective
that has been adopted for the purposes of
producing a quick snapshot of the province's
financial position requested by the government
for this interim report.
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The same report goes on to talk about, on
page 5, if members have an opportunity to read
it: however, we have not conducted a
verification process with respect to expenditure
or revenue projections for individual
departments and programs.

So what this report represents, in many
cases, is a compilation of future expenditure
projections coming from a number of
departments and a number of organizations that
are funded by departments, organizations like
our hospital authorities and like individual
hospitals. So that is not uncommon. We faced
these kinds of things in every single budget that
we brought down over the last 11 years. Every
budget had pressures of one type or another, had
pressures on expenditure, had different
adjustments to revenue. In some years our
revenues exceeded our projections and in other
years we had revenue reductions in some areas.
That is all part of managing your budget and still
living within your means. If you have the
commitment to live within your means, then you
work hard at it to make sure that it happens, and
you take the appropriate steps to ensure that it
happens.

When I look at the government today, they
have a number of options available to them in
terms of continuing to address the 1999-2000
budget and making sure that this budget is in fact
balanced and they fulfil the commitment that
they made to Manitobans. Obviously in some
areas expenditures will lapse. That does happen
in some departmental areas where, because of
various circumstances, the money is not required
because of timing issues or whatever it might be.
So, again, expenditures can lapse in certain
areas.

* (1550)

There is the whole issue of controlling your
expenditures and looking at what steps you can
take to live within your means, and that comes
down to issues like having a vacancy rate target
if you need to do that during the year,
establishing a target for all of your departments
to say: this is going to be the vacancy rate and
work toward living within that vacancy rate
thereby saving us X amount of money.

As well, when it comes to the hospitals, I am
hoping and assuming that the Minister of Health
(Mr. Chomiak) has said to those hospitals and
those health authorities: give me the financial
impact of living within your means. And once
he or she gets that information—in this case, he
gets that information—then they can start to
assess whether or not steps can be made to
reduce some of those requests and requirements
and relate it to what impact it will have on
patient services right across Manitoba.

Those are all prudent, responsible things that
you have to be doing if you are going to manage
your budget. As well, there is the whole issue of
revenue. It is interesting that when the members
opposite were in opposition they always
criticized us for understating our revenue. We
were always criticized: you are understating,
you are low-balling, you are being too
conservative, and so on and so forth. I notice in
this Deloitte and Touche report here, when we
talk about revenue-if you go to page 9 of the
report, this is a quote on page 9-that: Manitoba
Finance is currently of the view that the revenue
will not be eroded by this revised forecast but
may very well be increased beyond the $41.7
million reflected.

Now [ know that the government will be
receiving revised revenue numbers very shortly.
They will be receiving revised numbers from the
federal government, if they have not received
those already, on personal income tax and
corporate income tax and equalization. We are
anxiously awaiting to see the performance of
those numbers, and based on Manitoba's strong
economy, I think that there is a good likelihood
that our revenues as well will be stronger than
originally forecast.

Of course, at the end of the day, there is
always our savings account, our
Fiscal Stabilization Account, that still has some
$270 million in it. That is an account, by the
way, which again the NDP opposed. Going
back a few years they were always telling us:
spend that money, spend the money, drain it out
of that account. I think it was spent 10 times
over by members opposite when they were in
opposition. Thankfully, we were responsible
with that account. That account today has
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approximately $270 million, and one area that it
can be utilized for, to offset an expenditure, is in
the whole area of supporting the farmers in
southwest Manitoba.

We said, when we announced our support
for farmers in southwest Manitoba, our first
priority was to get the federal government on
board to support farmers in that region,
something that the federal government should be
doing. I think we all agree on that, but we also
indicated that—if for whatever reason the federal
government did not come on board, something
that we would disagree with, and we would
certainly state our case as to why we were still
going to support the people of that region and
the farmers in that part of our province—we
would take the money out of our savings
account.

When you look at the Deloitte and Touche
report, it shows the expenditure. It does not
show the opportunity to take the $66 million out
of the savings account that has been accumulated
entirely throughout the mandate of our
government over the last 11 and a half years. So
there are options and opportunities that are
available to the government to deal with the
1999 budget, and I can only encourage them to
fulfill their commitment to balance the budget,
something that we support, something that all
Manitobans support, and if we were the
government, we would be balancing the 1999-
2000 budget.

I want to touch on a comment made by the
current Minister of Finance (Mr. Selinger),
where he attempted to distance himself from the
current 1999 budget on a radio program that I
happened to be on with him saying it is not their
budget. I remind the current Minister of Finance
and all of his colleagues that the NDP for the
first time—I do not know if it was the first time
ever or first time in a long time—voted for it, the
1999 budget. Every single member of the NDP
stood up when they were on this side of the
House. They all stood up and they voted for the
1999 budget.

The NDP in this last election supported the
balanced budget legislation, ran on a mandate of
balancing the books and supporting the
legislation. The NDP supported some of the

issues addressed right here in the Deloitte and
Touche report, Mr. Speaker. They supported the
settlement reached with the nurses, they
supported the arbitration reached with the
doctors and so on. I believe they also supported,
judging by the resolution recently passed, the
financial support for farmers in southwestern
Manitoba. So, again, for the current Minister of
Finance to try and say that the 1999-2000 budget
is not their budget, they have no ownership, no
responsibility to it, I say that is absolutely,
totally incorrect, inappropriate, and he and his
colleagues should get on with governing the
province for this year, taking responsibility and
being sure that they balance the books for the
year 1999-2000.

When I talk about finances, you do not need
to take my word about the reputation that
Manitoba achieved over the last several years. I
got a long list here, and I will not read all of
them, but a long list of the financial community
and nothing but accolades about the Province of
Manitoba over these last several years. [ will
read a couple because I know the member for
Minto (Ms. Mihychuk), formerly for St. James,
is extremely interested in hearing what the
financial community and the investment dealers
and so on say about Manitoba's finances over
these last two years.

The Bank of Montreal, just in August of this
year, talked about the province's fiscal situation
is sustainable, that our debt levels are low, the
debt to GDP ratio is on a downward track and
tax rates are coming down. Manitoba has the
third lowest debt to GDP ratio among the
provinces and will likely move into second place
by the end of the current fiscal year as the debt
falls even lower, Mr. Speaker.

The TD quarterly economic forecast in June
said Manitoba is to lead the western provinces in
1999. Manitoba's economy, the least reliant on
resource-based industries among the western
provinces. It is expected to post the strongest
growth in the West in 1999.

The Investment Dealers Association in May
of this year said Manitoba public finances
remain on solid ground. In fact that same
organization, that is an organization that
represents all of the investment dealers from
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across Canada, they just last year said that
Manitoba has the best managed finances in all of
Canada in the 1990s, Mr. Speaker. That is not
me saying that; that is the Investment Dealers
Association of Canada.

I could go on and read quotes from Wood
Gundy and the Conference Board of Canada, but
rather than do that I will certainly encourage
members to get copies of all these and read it for
themselves. I do want to quote a comment or
two made by organizations like Moody's
Investors when they upgraded the Province of
Manitoba in September of 1998 to AA rating.
They said that this rating upgrade reflects
Manitoba's strengthened fiscal performance as
evidenced by consecutive budgetary surpluses
commencing in fiscal 1996 year ending March
31 and the expectation that the fiscal balance
will be maintained for the medium term as
required by the province's balanced budget
legislation.

The buoyant provincial economy, they talk
about the continued progress in lowering the
provincial debt burden in accordance with the
government's clearly defined debt retirement
plan. That was Moody's. Similarly, Standard
and Poor's when they upgraded the Province of
Manitoba in September of 1998, they said, and I
quote:  The rating change recognizes the
government's ongoing efforts to improve the
province's financial position. Manitoba has
achieved recurring balanced operations since

1996, strong budget legislation, the
accumulation of contingency reserves and
prudent fiscal planning should maintain

favourable budgetary performance over the
medium term.

That is what bond-rating agencies were
saying about the Province of Manitoba and our
fiscal performance over these last many years.

I want to move on, Mr. Speaker, to talk
about our economy for a few minutes, which I
know is of interest to all members, particularly
the Minister of Industry, Trade and Mines (Ms.
Mihychuk). I would hope we can all appreciate
the importance of a strong economy, what it
means for jobs for all Manitobans, jobs for our
youth, opportunities for our youth. A strong
economy gives governments the revenues to

provide the quality health care, the quality
education and so on. So I would hope that it is
something that we are all committed to, doing
everything that we can to achieve a strong,
vibrant economy in the province of Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I could go on at
length outlining just what has happened to
Manitoba's economy over the last few years. In
fact, just the other day we had the November
numbers for Manitoba, and as I mentioned in a
question on Friday, Manitoba's unemployment
rate is 5.3 percent in November, second lowest
in Canada, year-to-date employment up 11,300,
a record number of Manitobans employed at
561,900. Manitoba over the last several years
has really been doing extremely well when it has
come to our economic performance. In fact, if
you take the last four full years—and I am sure
1999 would also show the same, but we have
compiled the final year-end statistics for the
period 1995 to 1998. If you go through all of
these, and again, unfortunately, I will not have
the time to outline all of them, but to give you a
sense of what was happening in Manitoba for
that four-year period from 1995 to 98, when it
came to economic growth, our rate of real
economic growth outpaced the national average
in every single one of those years. It is set to do
the same thing again in 1999.

* (1600)

When it came to jobs over that period,
Manitoba's job growth outpaced the national
average two out of the four years. All of the
jobs were in full-time jobs and we had job
growth of 34,200. When it came to the
unemployment rate over that period, our rate
went down to 5.6 percent, tied for the lowest in
all of Canada.

When it came to capital investment, private
capital investment in Manitoba had grown faster
than the national average in every single one of
those years, reaching an all-time high of $3.9
billion. When it came to export gains, which
have been a key source of growth for the
province, the total value of foreign exports
reached almost $8 billion in 1998, a 75 percent
gain in that four-year period, the third highest
growth in all of Canada and twice the growth of
all of Canada.
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When it came to manufacturing, Manitoba's
manufacturing sector has been a major force.
The total value of manufacturing shipments
grew faster than the national average in every
single one of those last three years and again had
the second largest provincial increase over that
period.

When it came to consumer spending,
Manitoba retail sales over the last four years
grew faster than anywhere else in Canada except
Alberta. Between 1995 and '98 we grew by 26
percent and Canada grew by only 19 percent.

Those are just some of the economic
statistics, Mr. Speaker, and I could go on at
length, but I think I make the point that our
economy has performed extremely well over
these last several years, and that really is a
compliment to all Manitobans, particularly the
Manitobans who are out there adapting to the
challenges, taking the risks, investing their
money, creating the jobs. They are the ones that
are making all of this happen here in the
province of Manitoba. But having said that,
there is no doubt that the provincial government
has a role to play in terms of the competitive
atmosphere, the competitive climate that we can
create and obviously supporting education,
training, quality health, infrastructure, and so on.

I want to touch on the issue of
competitiveness because during our 11 years one
issue that comes into play is the whole issue of
taxes. Over that 11-year period on a net basis,
from 1988 to 1999, taxes are down on a net basis
after you factor in the overall decreases plus
some adjustments that were put in place in the
early '90s in tobacco taxes and elsewhere. The
net annual reduction in taxes to Manitobans is
$247.1 million each and every year. There is no
doubt that that had an impact in terms of our
ability to compete and to create jobs. Over and
above that there were a number of temporary
measures that total another $138 million, and
those are temporary measures like the new small
business tax holiday, the Mineral Exploration
Incentive Program, the oil and gas production
tax rate reduction, the Manufacturing Investment
Tax Credit, and so on. Those were temporary
provisions that were put in place that created a
tremendous stimulus here in the province of
Manitoba, creating more economic opportunities

and more jobs, Mr. Speaker, when you look at
some of our tax credits like the research and
development tax credit which has had a
significant impact on research and development
in our province, like the Manufacturing
Investment Tax Credit which has been a part of
that incredible growth in manufacturing
investment, and like the film industry tax credit
which has seen that industry grow from $10
million, just a few years ago, to close to a
hundred million dollars today.

So my comment for members opposite is
that you can play a significant role. I know in
the throne speech you refer to education, and I
acknowledge education is an important element
of our economy and contributes significantly to
our economy, but it is still only one element.
That is what I am reminding members across to
be cognizant of all of these elements and to be a
part of addressing all of these elements. When
you look at this throne speech, there is virtually
very little, if any, mention at all of the
importance of addressing issues like tax
reductions.

In fact, just to conclude on the issue of
taxes, I just outlined for you the significant
reductions in taxes over our mandate. In fact, if
you look at personal income tax alone, back in
1988 our tax rate was 54 percent. On January 1,
2000, as a result of our changes, that tax rate is
going to be down to 47 percent. You contrast all
of that to what happened from 1982 to '87 under
the old NDP. Mr. Speaker, they increased a
number of taxes, and the total annual increase of
those taxes I believe amounted to some $800
million. Again, I could list all of them, whether
it was the payroll tax or the sales tax or the
capital tax or the diesel fuel tax, and that list
goes on and on. So I certainly hope that the new
Today's NDP will not be repeating what we saw
in the 1980s under the previous NDP
government.

Other areas where government can play a
role is in the whole area of access to capital. We
have seen significant growth in opportunity in
terms of accessing capital. We know that
businesses need capital to invest to create jobs,
and that is why we were a part of creating the
Crocus Fund, which today has over a hundred
million dollars to invest in Manitoba businesses,
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the ENSIS Fund, another labour-sponsored
venture fund that is investing here in Manitoba,
why we supported other venture capital funds to
be sure that businesses and individuals had
access to the capital that they need to invest to
create the jobs and see our economy continue to
grow and prosper.

So there are a number of things that can be
done and should be done by the government to
keep our economy growing.

I happened to notice a release that just came
out from the government today, and I am sure
the member for Minto (Ms. Mihychuk) is
interested in this. They are talking about call
centres. I know members opposite were—I know
the member for Selkirk (Mr. Dewar) is interested
in this as well-somewhat critical of call centres.
I think some of their colleagues called them
McJobs and were critical of any support or any
encouragement to bring these kinds of jobs to
Manitoba, but now I notice in this press release,
probably put out by the Minister of Industry,
Trade and Mines—that right in this press release,
Today's NDP, today's government, says: Since
1994, call centre jobs in Manitoba have
increased by an estimated 1,000 per year. There
are currently about 8,000 Manitobans employed
in the industry. Call centres in the province
generate approximately $184 million in salaries
annually. Well, I say to them thank you very
much for the compliment for us being a part of
seeing that significant growth in jobs and in
economic opportunities for Manitobans and
Manitoba families. That is in a release just put
out today by the Minister of Industry, Trade and
Mines (Ms. Mihychuk).

Mr. Speaker, I just want to make a comment
or two about health care before my time runs
out. We have been asking some questions of
late. I notice that a major part of what the
current Minister of Health (Mr. Chomiak) is
doing is really fulfilling the comprehensive
health care plan that we had put in place prior to
the election. In fact, they made a handful of
promises during the election. Those are the
commitments that are not being fulfilled. But
the majority of initiatives that are underway are
initiatives that were underway in this health care
plan. I know I will have the opportunity to
speak to this at a future date, and I look forward

to talking about health care and the number of
positive initiatives that were outlined in our
document.

I also want to just quickly touch on-there
was a recent article in one of our papers that
talked about the last 18 months having four
major events, talked about the Brier, talked
about the 1998 Grey Cup, talked about the world
record-setting World Junior Hockey
Championships, and it talked about the Pan Am
Games. We were proud to be a part of
supporting those initiatives along with thousands
and thousands of Manitobans.  The real
compliment goes to the volunteers, the people
who worked day in and day out to do an
absolutely outstanding job of showcasing
Manitoba, not only across Canada, but
throughout the world. So we were certainly
proud to represent Manitobans with those very
important initiatives.

Mr. Speaker, I just want to conclude by
thanking the people who supported me in this
last election: my campaign workers, my
volunteers, my executive, my election team, all
of the people of K