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The House met at 1:30 p.m.

PRAYERS
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

PRESENTING PETITIONS
Winnipeg Police Athletic Clubs

Mrs. Louise Dacquay (Seine River): 1 beg to
present the petition of Wayne Jenner, Cathy
Jenner, Wayne Donnelly and others praying that
the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba request
that the Minister of Justice (Mr. Mackintosh)
encourage the Government of Manitoba to
continue partnering with schools and law
enforcement to ensure Winnipeg Police Athletic
Clubs provide recreational and athletic activities
for young people in a safe, supervised en-
vironment in 13 schools throughout Winnipeg
for years to come.

READING AND RECEIVING PETITIONS

Winnipeg Police Athletic Clubs

Mr. Speaker: | have reviewed the petition of the
Honourable .JMember for Seine River (Mrs.
Dacquay) ané find the petitioners have complied
with the authorities and practices of this House.
Is it the will of the House to have the petition
read?

Some Honourable Members: Dispense.
Mr. Speaker: Dispense.

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the
province of Manitoba, humbly sheweth:

THAT Winnipeg Police Athletic Clubs, located
in 13 schools in Winnipeg, provide young people
between from the ages of 10 to 17 an opportunity

1o participate in community sports under the
supervision of university students and police
officers; and

THAT the Winnipeg Police Athletic Clubs help
reduce neighbourhood crime, enhance the
relationship between young people and the
police and create positive alternatives to
undesirable pastimes for youth; and

THAT total attendance at the Winnipeg Police
Athletic Clubs in January and February 2000
was more than 8000, and

THAT the importance of athletic activity on a
child’s physical and cognitive development is
well established and should not be overlooked;
and

THAT during the 1999 provincial election, the
New Democratic Party, led by the Member for
Concordia, promised "to open schools after
hours and expand recreation activities for
children and youth"; and

THAT the Winnipeg Police Athletic Clubs
provide an excellent example of communities
partnering with government, schools and law
enforcement to provide a safe place for youth to
go, and

THAT many parents throughout Winnipeg are
very concerned that the Government of
Manitoba may choose to close the Winnipeg
Police Athletic Clu ter of Justice encourage the
Government of Manitoba to continue partnering
with schools and law enforcement to ensure
Winnipeg Police Athletic Clubs provide
recreational and athletic activities for young
people in a safe, supervised environment in 13
schools throughout winnipeg for years to come..

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS HUMBLY
PRAY THAT the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba request that the Minis environment in
13 schools throughout Winnipeg for years
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PRESENTING REPORTS BY
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Committee of Supply

Mr. Conrad Santos (Wellington): Mr. Speaker,
the Committee of Supply has considered certain
resolutions, directs me to report progress and
asks leave to sit again.

[ move, seconded by the Honourable Mem-
ber for Selkirk (Mr. Dewar), that the report of
the Committee be received.

Motion agreed to.

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions. I would
like to draw the attention of all honourable
members to the gallery, where we have with us
today from Daniel Mclntyre Collegiate, 18
Grade 11 students under the direction of Mrs.
Connie Baker. This school is located in the
constituency of the Honourable Minister of
Industry, Trade and Mines (Ms. Mihychuk).

Also seated in the public gallery we have
from Red River College, 17 students under the
direction of Mrs. Alice Landry. This school is
located in the constituency of the Honourable
Minister of Family Services and Housing (Mr.
Sale).

Also in the gallery we have from Linden
Christian School, 25 Grade 9 students under the
direction of Mr. Mark Glor. This school is
located in the constituency of the Honourable
Member for Fort Whyte (Mr. Loewen).

On behalf of all honourable members, I
welcome you here today.

* (13:35)
ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Health Care System
Full-Time Nursing Positions

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (Interim Leader of
the Official Opposition): Despite the NDP
promise to end hallway medicine within six

months after forming government, we know that
there are still patients in the hallways. Despite
the NDP promise to open permanent new beds,
we know that permanent beds are being closed
and units are being shut down on weekends.

During the election campaign, the First
Minister (Mr. Doer) said he would convert part-
time nursing positions to full-time nursing
positions. I would like to ask the First Minister if
he has kept his promise to nurses to convert part-
time positions to full-time positions.

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): I
welcome the opportunity to correct some of the
inaccuracies put on the record by the Member. I
am quite happy to provide the Member with a
copy of the report done by CIHI, the Canadian
Institute for Health Information that said that
Manitoba's efforts to deal with hallway medicine
were the best in the country, with hallways down
by over 70 percent and 80 percent. I might add
that in December, January and February of this
year, despite more visits to the emergency, we
were down around 70 percent or 80 percent in
terms of hallways. The public of Manitoba
knows that we never promised perfection, but I
think that the results speak for themselves.

With respect to the issue, we have directed
and asked that there be posted additional full-
time positions. We are working with the various
health authorities, and we are doing something.
We are working with nurses on this, Mr.
Speaker, something that perhaps might be novel
to members opposite in order to address the
issue of full-time nurses.

Mrs. Mitchelson: [ think the new government
has some difficulty with the truth of the matter.
It is just like the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Selinger), who is not quite telling the truth to
Manitobans that we are the highest taxed
province, and the people in Manitoba are paying
the highest taxes across the country. This
minister seems to think the definition of ending
hallway medicine is a 70% reduction. Well, [ am
sure that Manitobans do not agree that their
promise has been kept as a result of this
minister's rambling today.

But, Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the
Minister of Health then: How many part-time
nurses have moved into full-time positions as a
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result of his promise and the implementation of
his nurses' first strategy?

Mr. Chomiak: The Member danced off on
some factual inaccuracies with respect to
taxation, but I will not deal with that. That has
been adequately dealt with by the Minister of
Finance and the First Minister (Mr. Doer).

The members do not recognize the
significant impact that our hallway initiatives
have had with respect to hallways this year. |
think that progress will continue, and, in fact, in
this budgetary year we have included additional
funding and continuing funding for all of our
hallway initiatives. We are now at a point where
we can assess people in the hallways that are
there on periodic bases, not overnight, not for
day after day as was the case in this province for
the past four or five years, and we are able to put
in place even more initiatives that will improve
the situation even greater than has been
recognized in the CIHI report.

With respect to the specifics of the
Member's question, I know we are coming up to
Estimates, and I will provide the Member with
that information. I will take those specifics as
notice, and we will get back to her.

Mrs. Mitchelson: It is interesting that people
who are working within our hospital system
today are saying that they are now calling them
avenues in the hospitals not hallways. So maybe
that is the rationale that the Minister of Health is
using for talking about reduction. But again, I
just want to indicate that the promise that was
made by the NDP during the election campaign
was to end hallway medicine and hire 100
permanent nurses immediately to fix the health
care system.

My question to the Minister of Health is:
How many more permanent positions or how
many part-time positions were converted to full-
time positions since his government took office
in October?

Mr. Chomiak: [ will provide the graphs that
show the dramatic and stark difference between
the hallways when that Member was a member
of Cabinet and did not take initiatives to improve

the situation and the situation today. I will be
happy to provide members with that copy.

With respect to the issue of the hiring of
nurses, as | recall from memory-and as I
indicated to the Member I will get back with the
specifics—the number of vacancies has decreased
quite significantly since we formed office, but I
will provide the Member with the specifics of
that. That is one of the reasons why we so regret
members opposite not supporting cur five-point
nursing plan. For the first time in a decade,
something is being done about nurses, and
members opposite are left in the lurch, again
ignoring nurses and ignoring the needs of nurses.

* (13:40)

First Nations Casinos
Community Support

Mr. Jack Reimer (Southdale): Mr. Speaker,
this government is in possession of a report
regarding the recommendations of the five
aboriginal casinos. Although this government is
aware of the strong opposition from
communities, they have failed to make a
commitment to these communities where their
concerns have been shown.

Will the Minister of Consumer and
Corporate Affairs assure the communities of St.
Andrews and Headingley they will not be
considered for a casino?

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister charged with
the administration of The Gaming Control
Act): 1 just want to say that currently my
colleague, the Minister for Aboriginal and
Northern Affairs (Mr. Robinson), and two
representatives of the Assembly of Manitoba
Chiefs are looking at the recommendations.
Shortly thereafter, approximately three o'clock,
we will be having a press conference to make the
document public and to notify the public of
Manitoba of those recommendations.

Mr. Reimer: Mr. Speaker, will the Minister
then listen to the citizens of Manitoba and reject
any proposal that does not receive community
support, despite the wishes of Cabinet?
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Mr. Lemieux: Mr. Speaker, we always pride
ourselves on listening to the public of Manitoba,
and we would like to put that on the record.

Again, 1 would just like to repeat to the
Member opposite that at three o'clock we will be
making the recommendations public at that time.
I would ask the Member opposite to wait until
then, and he will certainly be informed, as the
rest of us will.

Community Plebiscites

Mr. Jack Reimer (Southdale): Well, then I will
ask the Minister again: Will he commit today to
hold public consultations and referendums in
each community where a casino is being
recommended?

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister charged with
the administration of The Gaming Control
Act): We have gone through this on numerous
occasions. The RFP states quite clearly that there
are a number of different criteria that have to be
met, and those recommendations are based on
those criteria. Those are the recommendations
that are coming forward to government.

First Nations Casinos
Selection Committee Report Release

Mr. Darren Praznik (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, my question is to the Minister of
Consumer and Corporate Affairs. The Minister
just said to the House that his government prides
itself on listening to the people, but today they
show absolute contempt and arrogance to this
Legislature by releasing this report at 3 p.m.,
after Question Period and before a weekend,
three days before this Legislature can question
the Minister.

I ask him if he will show the proper respect
to the elected members of this House and table
this report now, today, in this House, so that we
can question the Minister on this report?

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister charged with
the administration of The Gaming Control

Act): | am not one necessarily to quote scripture,
but I believe it is Matthew or Luke, Chapter 7,
verse 3, that says before you attempt to take the
speck out of another person's eye, you should
take the board out of your own. What I mean by
that-and all due respect to the Member
opposite-they received the Desjardins report in
December. They announce it in January, and
then they release it and make public comment on
it in June, about seven months after that.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. The Honourable Official
Opposition House Leader, on a point of order.

* (13:45)
Point of Order

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.
Beauchesne's 417: Answers to questions should
be as brief as possible. I have no problem with
that, but they should not provoke debate either.

The Honourable Minister, if he does not
want to answer the question, he does not have to.
He has the privilege of remaining seated, and we
will probably get as much answers from an
empty seat.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Government
House Leader, on the same point of order?

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): On the same point of order, Mr.
Speaker. What happened here was the
Opposition asked a question, and 1 know they
love to hear the sound of their questions: I hope
that is on TV, they say; I hope that is in the
newspaper. But the Opposition also has to listen
to an answer, and an answer was given
specifically to the question. It was a clear
answer.

Just because they feel provoked does not
mean it is provoking debate. The answer was in
order.

Mr. Speaker: [ will hear one more. The
Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet, on the
same point of order?
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Mr. Praznik: No, on another supplementary
question. I will let you rule, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised, I
know that debate gets a little heated once in
awhile, and there are strong convictions on both
sides of the House. I would like to remind all
ministers that answers to questions should be
brief as possible, deal with the matter raised, and
to not provoke debate.

* % %

Mr. Speaker: 1 would ask the Honourable
Member for Lac du Bonnet for his sup-
plementary question.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Speaker, if the Member wants
to quote scripture and talk about boards in the
eye, let us look at that government, and I ask the
Minister: Why is he changing in the practice of
his own government? We have had a number of
reports that they have brought in recently, and
they have tabled them in this House with respect
to Lotteries and other matters. Yet today I ask
him, knowing that this is the last sitting day of
the week, knowing that we will not be back to
question the Minister until Monday, why would
he wait until 3 p.m. this afternoon to table the
report? I ask him: Is it because he has something
to hide, and he is afraid to face the Legislature?

Mr. Lemieux: Mr. Speaker, it is certainly not
my intent to provoke debate or certainly get into
a dispute over the facts or anything else. I just
want to state that on a point of credibility, if a
point could be made, is that we received the
report 24 hours ago, less than 24 hours ago, and
here we are we are going to have a press
conference and release it to the public, be open,
up-front, let people~/interjection] Late yesterday
we received it.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Lemieux: Mr. Speaker, I received the report
late yesterday, and we are going to be pre-
senting. it today, presenting those recom-
mendations to the public of Manitoba, whom we
realize are anxious to receive those. It is going to
take place at three o'clock this afternoon, and

certainly all members will be privy at that time
to those recommendations.

*(13:50)

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Speaker, to the same minister.
Yesterday he told us he did not have the report
when he came in to Question Period. Now he is
sort of fudging when he got it. If the Minister
would like to have the weekend to study the
report and wants to release it to the public and to
this Legislature on Monday, that is fair. We do
not deny that. But to release it to the public this
afternoon at three o'clock before the elected
representatives of the people have a chance to
question the Minister, why is he hiding? What is
in that report that he does not want to face the
questions of members opposite?

Mr. Lemieux: Mr. Speaker, we, as the
government, certainly have nothing to hide. This
is a great day in Manitoba, a great day for First
Nations people, an opportunity for First Nations
people to get jobs, economic development, and
so on. First Nations people, we are going to be
holding a joint press conference, hand in hand
with First Nations people, announcing this report
and the recommendations. It is a great day for
Manitoba and the people of Manitoba.

Daycare System
Funding

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (St. Norbert): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Family Services. After consulting with the
daycare community, I must say, I did not hear
too many people in the community asking for
cuts to daycare. But can the Minister explain the
effects his cuts to school-age daycare will have
on the quality of care given our most valuable
resource, our children, our future?

Hon. Tim Sale (Minister of Family Services
and Housing): First of all, Mr. Speaker, I am
very pleased to have announced a $9.1-million
increase to the daycare centres of Manitoba. In
the process of that announcement, we worked
very closely with the daycare regulatory review
committee, which is comprised of parents, child
care providers, the Manitoba Child Care
Association, teachers, staff members of Red
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River Community College and other faculties
that teach in this area.

They made recommendations for what is
called a unit-funding model so that it would not
matter in future whether you were providing
child care at the school age, at preschool or at
infancy, you would derive the same number of
support dollars for each pod of service delivered.
There are some, a very small number, of before-
school, lunch and after-school programs which
will receive a reduction in their revenue.

Mr. Laurendeau: Fifty percent reduction in
funding is a cut.

Mr. Speaker, can the Minister explain the
effects that his cuts on school-age programming
will have on the programming within our
community? How many centres will have to shut
down because of this minister's cuts?

Mr. Sale: None is the answer. They have been
provided with approximately eight options that
they can look at in regard to augmenting their
revenue, changing their pattern of service,
working together with other child care centres, a
whole variety of options.

Many of the centres that are being affected,
which is a very small number in total, have
surpluses which they can apply, very significant
surpluses, because they received funding that
was greater in proportion to the care they were
providing than did preschool or infant programs.

We have met with all of those centres. We
are continuing to work with them. We told them
they would have until January of next year. They
would not receive any reductions until at least
January. They will have that time to work out a
new program, and we are confident that they are
doing that and have been meeting with them
since the announcement. They are working
towards solutions for that small number which
the daycare association had already provided
details to of the effect of that proposal when they
made it to our government in the fall. So [ am
confident these problems will be worked out for
the very small number of centres affected.

* (13:55)

Mr. Laurendeau: Mr. Speaker, can this
minister, who believes latchkey kids are not a
problem, tell this House where the children who
depend on this service will find the quality care
in the future? Will it be at 7-Eleven?

Mr. Sale: No, it will not be at 7-Eleven. It will
be, presumably, if the centre is prepared to work
on any of the 10 options that they have been
given, it will be in that centre because there are
very constructive and extremely doable options
ranging from consider providing services during
the lunch slot if you operate a school-aged
program and are not doing so; expand your
service to provide nursery or kindergarten
children if you are not doing that; provide casual
or extended hour care if you are not doing that;
and there are seven more options. We are
working with those centres. We are confident
they can improve the quality of care, they can
pay their staff adequately and no centres need
close as a result of this change.

Youth News Network
Government Position

Mrs. Joy Smith (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Education's arguments about
prohibiting YNN in schools concerns the use of
curriculum time, and the presentation of
commercials is no longer valid.

We have come to know that YNN is now
Athena Educational partners, are now changing
the clause from two and a half minutes of com-
mercial time to the use of two and a half min-
utes, replacing it with two and a half minutes of
public service announcements.

Mr. Speaker, given this information, what is
the Minister's stance regarding a school div-
ision's ability to enter into a contract with YNN
and receive over $200,000 worth of
technological resources?

Hon. Drew Caldwell (Minister of Education
and Training): | am always kind of amazed at
the vigorous defence of corporations that the
members opposite present in this House when
we are talking about children's education and the
integrity of the public school system in the
province of Manitoba.
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The Government of Manitoba's position on
the existing YNN contracts is unchanged.

Mrs. Smith: Mr. Speaker, now that the Minister
is fully aware of the revised contract and fully
aware that the principals and the teachers paid
very close attention to his concerns, my question
to this Minister is: Why in the world would he
not allow YNN to be allowed in the classrooms?
The schools benefit greatly from this.

Mr. Caldwell: Mr. Speaker, there have been
some media reports certainly, and that is the
extent of my familiarity, a letter from Athena
partners indicating much of what they did in
their press release a week or so ago, and some
media reports. Interestingly enough, the media
reports, reporting from a student, Stephanie
Kroeker: we need teachers not television. That
was in the Toronto Star last week.

Certainly I have had a lot of commentary
from students in the schools where YNN exists
questioning the quality of the programming, the
time taken up in terms of classroom time, in fact
the presence of the television sets in cafeterias
generally, so as | said in my earlier comments in
response to the first question, I am constantly
amazed at the vigour with which the members
opposite defend corporate intrusions into the
classroom.

The decision of the Province of Manitoba
stands.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mrs. Smith: Mr. Speaker, will the Minister
today acknowledge the professionalism of
principals and teachers in the local on-site
classroom and revise his decision to not allow
YNN, in view of the fact that this is the school
d1v1snon s decision and not mine?

Mr. Caldwell: I am- not entirely certain of the
Member's question in terms of the Member's
question referring to herself. It was a little bit
convoluted.

-All T can say is that there are eight schools in
the province of Manitoba that currently have six-

month probationary contracts with YNN, eight
schools out of substantially hundreds of schools
in the province of Manitoba, certainly, and we
do respect the view of the vast majority of
educators in the province of Manitoba, and in
fact are committed to maintaining instructional
integrity in the classrooms of the province of
Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, the decision of the Manitoba
Government stands.

* (14:00)

Manitoba Lotteries Corporation
Report Recommendations

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, with the report of the committee
reviewing applications for First Nations casinos
expected, indeed released this afternoon, and
with Manitobans still reeling from the
revelations of outrageous behaviour at the
Manitoba Lotteries Corporation in recent times,
and with the fact that these doubts about the
governance of casinos, these doubts have been
enhanced by the Minister's comments last week
that she will not implement all the Singleton and
Human Resources reports' recommendations
before she fast-tracks casino expansion, my
question is to the Premier: Will he fast-track full
implementation of the Singleton and Human
Resources reports quickly so that First Nations
can be protected from being anywhere associated
with this scandal?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): There is quite a lot
of implied question in the actual questions,
preamble and statement made by the Member
opposite. As | recall correctly, the Member
opposite and his party in the last election
campaign campaigned to implement the Bostrom
report and the aboriginal casinos. I think it is
important now when he talks about expanding
casinos that he recognize what his party, at least
when -1 was in a debate with their members,
promised -in the last election campaign, and |
dare say got a mandate after the campaign with
the voters of the people of Manitoba.

Secondly, we have moved on a number of
recommendations in the Lotteries report. I
certainly hope, and we will work to make sure,
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that the inadequacies of the former admin-
istration in dealing with Lotteries is not reflected
upon the potential successes of First Nations
casinos here in Manitoba.

Mr. Gerrard: My supplemental to the Premier:
Given that many Manitobans, quite frankly, are
as sceptical of NDP appointees to the Lotteries
Corporation as they were of Tory appointees
before them, that the real question is, your
inference now that you have appointed people,
everything is okay, is not reassurance enough.
What we want is full implementation of the
Singleton and Human Resources reports. When
will you have the report recommendations fully
implemented?

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, any party that still sup-
ports a patronage senate need not lecture mem-
bers on this side.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: The acting CEO of the Corporation
is an individual called Mr. Winston Hodgins. I
believe he is a person who has worked through a
number of different administrations and a
number of different ministers. I believe he is an
individual who has worked on Treasury Board.
He has worked for a number of different people
in this Legislature. I think his integrity is without
question, and I would be surprised that the
Member opposite is raising questions about his
integrity. He is not a political appointee. He is a
meritorious appointee that we have a lot of trust
in, Mr. Speaker.

Information Release

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): My
second supplementary to the Premier. The Board
of the Manitoba Lotteries Corporation has been
asked to account for every penny spent of that
extra $60 million. I ask the Premier whether he
will commit to releasing the fully documented
itemized list of those extra $60 million in
expenditures.

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Yes, Mr. Speaker.
I certainly will meet with the Minister res-
ponsible who will be communicating with the

chair of the Board and the acting CEO to
account for those numbers. At a previous
legislative Question Period I did suggest that the
latest Lotteries report statement had not been yet
approved by the legislative committee, and I
would certainly be open to when the Board and
the CEO are ready to report on a full accounting
of some of the questions that are still
outstanding, like who knew what, when? Who
spent what, when? When did Treasury Board
and the previous government approve what
expenditures? Is Mr. Cooper's recollection of the
approval of those events correct? And let us
have a full accounting and let us look at one
form: a legislative committee that we can have
the annual report reviewed at and some more
further clarity on the issues raised by the
member opposite.

Irwood Subdivision
Heritage Site

Mr. Glen Cummings (Ste. Rose): Mr. Speaker,
there is a subdivision of a rail line between
Bowsman and Birch River that is known as the
Irwood subdivision where the CN Railway are
preparing to tear up that subdivision.
Meanwhile, the R.M. has been moving to have
their portion of that track declared a heritage
site. I wonder if the minister of transportation
has had any involvement with this issue.

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Highways and
Government Services): Mr. Speaker, as we
discussed in Estimates yesterday, we have
already indicated to the federal government our
desire to maintain our rail system in place, and I
outlined yesterday the fact we are taking the
initiative at the provincial level to deal with
provincial short lines. We have introduced a bill
in this Legislature which will also ensure that we
have further protection of our short lines, and
quite frankly we should do everything possible
to do that. Certainly we have indicated to a
number of communities concened about
potential abandonment of various rail lines and
short lines in this province that this govemment
supports maintaining short-line rail in this
province.

Mr. Cummings: Well, this issue is slightly
broader than the manner in which the Minister
addressed it.



June 1, 2000

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OFMANITOBA

1931

I would also ask the Minister of Culture and
Heritage if she, along with the Minister of
Transport, would be prepared to assist the R.M.
in their efforts to protect this as a heritage.

Hon. Diane McGifford (Minister of Culture,
Heritage and Tourism): Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, and I thank the Member opposite for
the question. Of course, the Minister of Trans-
port and I would be delighted to take that under
advisement. Thank you.

Balanced Budgets
Legislation Amendments

Mr. Eric Stefanson (Kirkfield Park): Mr.
Speaker, in Estimates on May 30, the Minister of
Finance (Mr. Selinger) admitted that amend-
ments are currently being drafted for The
Balanced Budget, Debt Repayment and
Taxpayer Protection Act. During the last election
the NDP became sudden converts of the concept
of balanced budgets and our balanced budget
legislation. When does the Premier intend to
advise the people of Manitoba that his
government is in fact planning amendments to
the balanced budget legislation and to outline
precisely what those amendments will be?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, [ do
recall, in looking at the financial statements
prepared by the independent financial institution
after the last budget, that they did present
something similar to the concern raised by the
Auditor. They presented the amount of money
that flowed as a second-time revenue from the
Fiscal Stabilization Fund into the operating
revenue, and they subtracted the amount of
money that went to debt repayment. They came
to the conclusion that that was over a hundred
million dollars deficit in real terms that the
former government ran in 1999-2000.

The same independent offices looked at the
$90 million in interfund transfers from the Fiscal
Stabilization Fund, the $96 million that is in our
budget for debt repayment and the $5-million
surplus and had this budget independently
evaluated in a surplus situation rather than the
situation last year. Those are some of the issues
we have to straighten out, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Stefanson: Unfortunately, the Premier did
not answer the question. He is following exactly
the same process today of transferring money
from the Fiscal Stabilization Fund as outlined in
their budget. But I want to ask the Premier: Is
the Premier planning on amendments to the
balanced budget legislation other than those
required to deal with the pension liability, and
when does he expect to outline and introduce
those amendments? Is that going to be very
shortly?

Mr. Doer: Almost 50 percent of the Fiscal
Stabilization Fund, over the last five years, has
been money that has been forwarded from the
sale of public assets and moved in as operating
revenues to the provincial government and then
flowed out. McKenzie Seed, Manitoba Data
Services, the preferred shares in the Repap sale,
the Manitoba Telephone System have all been as
a result of deceit by the former government and
assets that were sold on the basis of debt and in
fact accumulated a major surplus.

If 20 years from now, God forbid, these
members are ever back in government, we are
going to make it a lot more difficult for them to
sell Manitoba Hydro and break the trust of
Manitobans as they did with the Manitoba
Telephone System.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Stefanson: Mr. Speaker, this is amazing not
to get an answer to either question when this
Premier and his party ran on a commitment to
maintain the balanced budget legislation here in
the province of Manitoba.

I want to ask the Premier this afternoon:
Today will he commit to maintaining penalties
for Cabinet ministers, to the requirement to have
a balanced budget each year and the requirement
to hold referendums before increasing any major
taxes as outlined in the current legislation? Will
he make those commitments to Manitobans
today?

Mr. Doer: We have made it very clear in the
amendment we made to the balanced budget law
and the statement I made on the five-pledge card
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that we will amend the balanced budget
legislation to prohibit the sale of a Crown
corporation in future being used as an operating
revenue in the provincial government, something
auditors from the left, the right and the centre
agree is better financing than went on in the past.

We certainly said, as one of our five
pledges, that we will keep balanced budget
legislation, but we are going to make those
amendments that we just outlined.

* (14:10)

Flooding
Red River Ice Jams

Mr. Edward Helwer (Gimli): There has been a
lot of discussion recently about the International
Joint Commission and its report The Next Flood:
Getting Prepared. Not only are these concerns
about flooding in the Red River Valley but also
on the north side of Winnipeg and where the
floodway joins the Red River at Lockport.

Will the Minister of Conservation tell us
what steps will be taken to deal with the problem
of ice jams in the Red River in the Selkirk area
and which have in the past caused much
flooding and damage by backed-up floodwaters
that are bound for Lake Winnipeg?

Hon. Oscar Lathlin (Minister of Con-
servation): I would like to thank the Member
for raising the issue. As of now, I do not have
any definite plans as to how to address the issue
of ice jams. We are, however, continuing to look
at all the possible ways by which we can address
the problem of ice jams. As soon as I am able to
put together a plan, I will be glad to share it with
the Member.

Mr. Helwer: Will the Minister of Conservation
tell us what steps will be taken to dredge the
river at the mouth of the river and Lake
Winnipeg in order to facilitate the flow of
floodwaters?

Mr. Lathlin: I want to assure the Member that I
take this issue very seriously. When the flood
was happening, I made it a point to travel to
Lockport, Selkirk and see first-hand for myself,
even though [ was in opposition at the time. But

[ just wanted to see to what extent the damage
was that was created by the flood in 1997.

I want to assure the Member that is part of
our reviewing that we are doing. Once that plan
is finished, again, I will gladly share it with the
Member.

Mr. Speaker: Time for Oral Questions has
expired.

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Manitobans with Disabilities

Ms. Marianne Cerilli (Radisson): [ want to
highlight our government's commitment to
Manitobans with disabilities and their families.
First, I want to recognize the Honourable Tim
Sale, who was today named as Manitoba's first
Minister responsible for Persons with
Disabilities.

[ also want to draw to your attention some
highlights from the 2000-2001 provincial budget
that include many initiatives of particular
importance to Manitobans with disabilities and
create a more inclusive Manitoba community.

Firstly, the income tax relief: by increasing
the provincial family tax reductions for persons
living with disabilities; then the extended
Pharmacare, excluding coverage of new
lifesaving drugs, palliative care drugs and
Aricept trial for Alzheimer's patients; expanded
home care services to provide community
intravenous therapy and improve palliative care
and more adults' daycare; an additional $675,000
in funding for mental health programs and
enhanced access to community mental health
services, including the new PACT program, or
Program of Assertive Community Treatment; an
additional $2.8 million in child care funding to
integrate up to a thousand more children with
disabilities into child care programs in our
province; $800,000 expanded support for
children's special services to provide families
with respite; child development services and
supplies; increased funding for supported living
and vocational rehabilitation programs for adults
with disabilities, the first time of increased
funding in approximately a decade for this
service.
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In addition, in February we announced the
public school finances would increase by $6.4
million to fund special needs students in
kindergarten to Grade 12. | also want to draw the
House's attention to the appointment of Yvonne
Peters, a lawyer who is blind, to the Human
Rights Commission of Manitoba.

One of the first duties of the new Minister
responsible for Persons with Disabilities is
$100,000 to open the Open Access Resource
Centre which provides province-wide service for
communication technologies. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Ojibwa Language Programs

Mr. Jack Penner (Emerson): Mr. Speaker, last
Saturday evening, my wife, Dora, and I had the
pleasure of attending the Celebration of Our
Language gathering at the Ginew School at
Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation and Three
Fires Society that sponsored the event.

This event was a fundraiser for cultural
activities that promote and maintain the Ojibwa
language. These include holding annual
ceremonies at Roseau Rapids and sending
representatives to the Three Fires Society's
ceremonies at Bad River, Wisconsin;
Minneapolis, Minnesota; Traverse City.
Michigan; and Manitoulin Island in Ontario.
These gatherings provide an opportunity for
hundreds of Anishinabe people to use and
celebrate the Ojibwa language.

It is encouraging to see that so many people
are interested in preserving their language, and |
congratulate them for tackling this challenging
event, mastering the language so skilfully and
for sharing this gift with others.

Saturday evening's event, which included
leaders from virtually all the communities
surrounding the Anishinabe - Nation, from
Dominion City, Emerson, Altona, Gretna, Plum
Coulee and Ste. Jean Baptiste, Letellier, were all
represented at this fundraising event.

The Ginew School was truly a place of
celebration. We enjoyed the fine meal, and then
we were treated to a wide variety of
entertainment, including singing, dancing and

drumming, as well as a skit and some comedy.
All the presentations were first-rate, and I know
they were very well received.

I would like to congratulate co-host
Lawrence Henry of Roseau River Anishinabe
First Nation, Carl Bird of the Peguis Anishinabe
First Nation Tribe, along with the Roseau River
Chief, Ed Hayden; Western Doorway Chief,
Charlie Nelson; and all those involved in
organizing this very special event.

North End Community Renewal
Organization

Mr. Doug Martindale (Burrows): Mr. Speaker,
I would like to commend a particularly in-
novative venture, the North End Community
Renewal Corporation.

It is a coalition of organizations working to
rejuvenate the north end economically, socially
and culturally. To this end, it is creating jobs,
improving the quality and accessibility of
housing, promoting safety and making the most
of its cultural diversity.

The member organizations include: north
end residents’  associations,  businesses,
aboriginal organizations, community service
agencies, religious and fraternal groups and the
Winnipeg Labour Council. These organizations
joined forces because they realized that the
various socioeconomic challenges the north end
faces are linked, that change in one area will take
hold only if coupled with changes elsewhere.
They realize, for instance, that improved housing
means little if would-be owners do not have the
kind of regular employment that allows them to
meet mortgage payments and that there is no
security of employment for these people if they
lack job training. Businesses, in turn, cannot be
expected to stay and provide jobs when safety
concerns scare them away.

Although the North End Renewal
Corporation has been in operation for only a
year and a half, it has already made a difference
in the community. It has, for example, set up a
renovation company to repair 10 derelict houses
on Alfred Avenue. The company hires only
people from the community and will offer the
renovated houses to low-income residents on a
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rent-to-buy basis. Town halls and workshops on
safety and community policing have given both
the community and the Winnipeg police force
better ideas of what measures need to be taken to
make the north end safer. A program has been
set up to co-ordinate the various services
available to job seekers, and residents are being
assisted by the Corporation in appealing
unrealistically high property tax assessments.

* (14:20)

To carry out its ambitious three-year
renewal plan, the Corporation has enlisted the
support of the Community Development
Education Association, SEED Winnipeg, the
Crocus Investment Fund, and the Mennonite
Central Committee.

I wish the participants in this venture the
very best in making the changes that they
themselves want to make in their community and
hope that their synergy will help give rise to a
rejuvenated north end. Thank you.

Seniors and Elders Month

Mr. Jack Reimer (Southdale): Mr. Speaker, as
members of this House are aware, June has been
proclaimed Seniors Month. It is a pleasure to rise
today and give thanks to our seniors who donate
so much of themselves to this community.

The dedication of June as Seniors Month
allows Manitobans to honour our senior pop-
ulation for their contributions and their ac-
complishments throughout the entire month.
This recognition should continue throughout the
year.

Seniors are dynamic individuals who con-
tribute immediately and immensely to the fabric
of our society through the work they do. Seniors
contribute immeasurably to the quality of life
that we enjoy in Manitoba.

I would like to take this opportunity to pay
tribute to the benefits that so many communities
receive due to the tireless efforts of our senior
community. The commitment and dedication of
this vital sector of the population continually
amazes me. I am awe-struck by the time and

energy that our senior population dedicates to
various projects within Manitoba.

Since seniors continue to be a vibrant, active
segment of our society, without their continued
willingness to help others through their
volunteerism, many services and organizations
could not continue. Unfortunately, seniors do not
receive the recognition that they properly
deserve for their hard work. Too often we forget
how much we owe to our seniors. They have
earned our respect and our gratitude and should
be recognized and honoured, not just for the
month of June, but each and every day.

[ hope all Manitoba seniors take the
opportunity to enjoy the various activities that
are being held throughout Manitoba to honour
Seniors Month. I would ask all members of the
House to join me in applauding the efforts of
seniors in Manitoba for the contributions that
they have made to this great province and this
great city here in Manitoba. Thank you.

Eriksdale Community Initiatives

Mr. Tom Nevakshonoff (Interlake): Mr.
Speaker, I rise in the House today to pay tribute
to the town of Eriksdale, a small community
located on No. 6 Highway approximately 100
miles north of Winnipeg. Despite tough
economic times in rural Manitoba, largely as a
result of significant changes in the farming
industry, here is one country town that has no
intention of withering on the vine. Instead, the
people have gathered together and initiated a
number of projects designed to make their
community a more desirable place to visit or
indeed to settle in.

Some fine examples of their initiatives that I
observed there on my tour of the town last week
include restoration of Mogie's Cabin. Mogie was
an escaped convict from the Stony Mountain
Penitentiary who hid out in the vicinity of the
community several decades ago. Prior to his
recapture, his exploits were quite memorable,
and the site of his hideout has now been
restored.

A program of outdoor murals depicting the
history of the development of the area;
restoration of the old Anglican church and its
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conversion into a museum where many local
artifacts have now been gathered and put on
display; the beginning of the restoration of the
old creamery, an excellent reminder of days
gone by when agriculture was much more
locally based; the establishment of a Campus
Manitoba classroom designed to serve the
surrounding area and offer the youth there an
alternative to leaving home in order to get their
education; plans to upgrade their curling rink
and hockey arena to a level where it will be able
to offer services year-round, including such
events as horse and cattle shows reminiscent of
events held in the past; and finally an ambitious
plan to convert the abandoned railroad bed into a
treed promenade with a fountain and a memorial
to those who served in the military in defence of
this country.

The spirit of this small town should be held
up as a model to all.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
House Business

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, before going back to the
Committee of Supply this afternoon, 1 wish to
announce that the Law Amendments Committee
will meet on Wednesday, June 7, at 7 p.m., to
continue consideration of Bills 11 and 20.

Mr. Speaker: As previously agreed, the House
will resume consideration of the Committee of

Supply.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
(Concurrent Sections)

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
* (14:30)

Mr. Chairperson (Harry Schellenberg): Will
the Committee of Supply please come to order.
This afternoon this section of the Committee of
Supply meeting in Room 254 will resume
consideration of the Estimates of the Department
of Education and Training.

When the Committee last sat, it had been
agreed to have a global discussion on Resolution

16.1, with the exception of 16.1(a) Minister's
Salary. Is that still the will of the Committee?

[Agreed]

Mr. Leonard Derkach (Russell): Mr. Chair, I
asked Hansard for a replay of my last comments.
I do not remember them precisely, but I guess I
will continue in general terms. We were talking
about the issue of post-secondary education on
the administration side and the amalgamation of
the Deputy Minister of Post-Secondary
Education with the Deputy Minister of
Education.

In addition to that, the Minister advised that
one position has been deleted in an overall sense,
and that was the position of Mr. Jim Glen, who
had retired earlier, which was vacant.

My thrust was that if we are to maintain the
level of post-secondary education and enhance
it, indeed my recollection is that the universities
have encouraged, post-secondary institutions
have encouraged govermment to give them at
least a deputy minister who can respond more
directly to their challenges and their issues.
Going back in time, that is precisely why the
former administration did indeed create a deputy
ministry of Post-Secondary Education.

This government, as I had indicated
previously, ran on a commitment to enhance the
prominence of post-secondary education and
opportunities for youth. Yet, when I look at what
they have done with regard to the reorganization
of the Department, they have basically said to
universities, and these are my words, that they
are not important enough to warrant the services
of a separate deputy minister's office.

I think this is sad, Mr. Chair, because we
see, I think, that there are going to be less
services provided to universities as a result of
the fact that the staff that were in that deputy
minister's office, I understand, have been
redeployed.

My question to the Minister has to begin
with finding out exactly what has happened to
those various administrative positions in the
Deputy Minister's office and where they have
been incorporated with the rest of the
Department. Under the Deputy Minister of
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Training and Continuing Education, we had, for
example, the Corporate Initiatives ADM, Mr.
Jim Bakken, who was responsible for that area.

I would like to know where that particular
position has gone, not the individual, the
position, who is now responsible for that
position and where it is embodied in the
Department.

Hon. Drew Caldwell (Minister of Education
and Training): I would like to thank the
Member for his comments. In terms of the one
or two deputy ministers, one for public schools
and K to Senior 4 or post-secondary, which
began his remarks, I know that over the years, it
went back and forth on this particular issue. It is
a matter of judgment and the Member may very
well be right. In the future, that may be indeed
what does occur.

We made a judgment, as a new government
this past year, to streamline the operations.
Certainly at this time at least, it has worked very,
very well. We have a strong post-secondary
education team in Dr. Leo LeTourneau, Dr.
Curtis Nordman and in the ADM, Pat
Rowantree, and certainly I work closely together
with them and with the Deputy. They work
closely with the Deputy in all decision making.
It has worked very well to date although I
acknowledge, as the Member indicates, that it is
a matter of judgment and it may well change in
the future as it has changed in the past. So I
appreciate those comments, and from time to
time I would sure like to have another deputy as
well, but it has worked very well, and we do
have a very strong team.

With regard to the specific question about
Mr. Bakken, I would refer the Member to the
flow chart. Mr. Bakken and the Corporate
Initiatives position is still in existence. It is in the
upper right-hand section, reporting directly to
the Deputy Minister, just in the upper right
corner there.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chair, so in other words, this
position has just been moved to report to the
Deputy rather than specifically to the Deputy of
Post-Secondary Education.

Mr. Caldwell: That is correct.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chair, to the Minister of
Education, the positions that were responsible
for the wvarious areas in post-secondary
education, have they all been moved over to
report now directly to the over-all Deputy
Minister, or have some of those positions been
deemed redundant and have been eliminated, or
have the individuals in those areas been assigned
other duties?

Mr. Caldwell: At this point in time, Mr. Chair,
all the positions continue to exist and report
through as per the flow chart, through the
Deputy Minister, and the various ADMs.

* (14:40)

Mr. Derkach: So, Mr. Chair, to the Minister,
then the various directors who were reporting to
the Deputy Minister of Post-Secondary
Education before, are they now reporting to the
ADM for Post-Secondary Education? Is that an
assumption, or, as I read your flow chart, is that
now the way that the Department has been
reorganised under ADM Pat Rowantree?

Mr. Caldwell: That is essentially correct.

Mr. Derkach: So, when the Minister tells us
that he has streamlined the Department, the only
change that he has actually made has been to
eliminate the Deputy Minister's position on post-
secondary education and replace that with an
ADM for Post-Secondary Education and create
an ADM responsible for the Admin and Finance
area?

Mr. Caldwell: Mr. Chair, not entirely. The
streamlining, as is noted, is correct. We have one
deputy as opposed to two. Another major change
is the full-time chair of COPS has been
eliminated to substantial cost-saving and a part-
time chairperson appointed as opposed to full-
time. We have a full-time executive director of
the Council on Post-Secondary Education. There
is also the ADM of Special Education has been
moved to a programming role.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chair, there have been some
changes with regard to the various components
that report to the Deputy Minister. Now, the nine
divisions that used to report through to the
Deputy Minister of Post-Secondary Education
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has been reduced to eight divisions, I believe.
They report to the ADM of post-secondary
education.

Mr. Caldwell: Mr. Chair, could I get the
question repeated, please?

Mr. Derkach: Maybe 1 will rephrase the
question, Mr. Chair. Out of the nine divisions
that were reporting to the Deputy Minister of
Post-Secondary Education, we now have eight
divisions reporting to the ADM, instead of the
Deputy Minister. The one director has now been
moved up to report directly to the Deputy
Minister rather than reporting through to the
Deputy Minister through the ADM.

Mr. Caldwell: That is essentially correct. I
should note also the Learning Technologies co-
ordinator that existed in the previous year's flow
chart has been cut, and that is in addition to my
comments regarding the full-time chair of COPS
moving to part-time in the ADM special ed.

Mr. Derkach: Can the Minister advise what the
thinking behind eliminating and reducing the
time allotment in those two areas, what the
theme behind that is.

Mr. Caldwell: Which two areas?

Mr. Derkach: The areas referred to by the
Minister of the COPS and Learning
Technologies individual.

Mr. Caldwell: 1 will address first the COPS
position, and then 1 will address the Leamning
Technologies. The Council on Post-Secondary
Education, which is the body primarily
responsible for decisions on funding post-
secondary institutions in the province of
Manitoba and programming, formerly had a full-
time chairperson as well as a full-time director.
The cost associated and the time allotment
associated with that particular role, that is the
chairperson's role, in terms of the work that the
chair had in convening meetings and conducting
meetings of the Council on Post-Secondary
Education, and the role of the executive director
as the primary administrator of the council's
decisions was deemed upon review to be
superfluous, that is, the chairperson's role was
far less than one would expect of a typical full-

time employee in terms of what the chair was
responsible for.

Upon the assessment of the Department, it
was deemed that the work of the chair in terms
of chairing the council and maintaining the day-
to-day operations of the council was primarily
the responsibility of the Executive Director,
Doctor LeTourneau, and it was deemed that a
substantial cost saving could be found by
making the chairperson's role that cf a part-time
position as opposed to full time. As importantly,
it was found that the full-time responsibilities,
there were not enough responsibilities to warrant
a full-time position at the chair's position, so the
determination was made in that regard to move
from a full-time position to a part-time position
at substantial cost savings as well as a
recognition of the workload and responsibility of
that position.

With regard to the Learning Technologies
position, the co-ordinator of Leaming
Technologies, it was felt that there was a
duplication in that role primarily because the
work is now being done by all senior managers
in the Department and also by MERLIN. So it
was felt that we would not require a separate
person in that particular position.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chair, I am going to focus
my attention on one of these at a time. First of
all, if I could address the area of the chair of
Post-Secondary Education on the council, now,
that position was held I think by Mr. Dawson,
who retired I believe or was retired?

Mr. Caldwell: That is right. Mr. Chair, Doctor
Dawson's term expired.

Mr. Derkach: He was replaced by a Mr. Don
Robertson?

Mr. Caldwell: That is correct. Don Robertson is
the chair of the Council on Post-Secondary
Education.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Robertson is not a full-time
chair. He is a part-time chair, as I understand it,
according to the Minister's comments, and his
remuneration, I guess, would be reflected in the
time spent. v
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I am just wondering what his remuneration
is compared to the remuneration that was paid to
the full-time Director of the Council on Post-
Secondary Education.

Mr. Caldwell: Mr. Chair, we could we can get
that information under 16.8, if that is agreeable. |
have not got it in hand. There is a substantial
difference in the remuneration levels between
16.8. The chair now operates on a per diem if
that is of any—

Mr. Derkach: That is fine. Mr. Chair, this is
still within the whole area of Administration and
Finance, because it is part of that, but I am not
hung up on the specific numbers. We can go into
those later. I think the Minister basically did give
me some indication that instead of this being
remuneration on a full-time basis or a half-time
basis, it is now done on a per diem where the
individual was paid for the meetings that he or
she chairs or the subcommittees or whatever
might happen in that regard plus, I would
assume, out-of -pocket expenses.

Mr. Caldwell: Yes, that is correct. The reason
that I deferred to 16.8 is just so that we are
completely accurate in what we state.

* (14:50)

Mr. Derkach: In the leaming technologies area,
learning technologies was and, I would assume,
is a fairly important area for the whole
Department of Education. Although the Minister
says that it has now been spread out through the
various divisions of the Department, I have to
contend that this is an area that needs some
profile within the Department because, when we
talk about technology, I know the Minister and
the Government and the Opposition have a
differing point of view on how technologies can
be and should be incorporated into our schools
in a general sense.

YNN, to me, is sort of the one area of
technology where we have a sharp difference of
opinion in how that is administered in our
schools. Yet, when you look at the
administration of the Department, we now have
eliminated that Leaming Technologies co-
ordinator and that position and have sort of
dispersed it through the divisions of the

Department, as the Minister says. I cannot help
but think that this waters down the whole area of
technology in education. Yet, if we look at
where the employment opportunities are in
today's world, if we look at where the
opportunities for the future are in Manitoba and
in Canada and in the world, no matter what
magazine you pick up, you will read that,
indeed, the high-tech area is where we should
be. The high-tech area is where the jobs of the
future are going to be. The high-tech area is the
one that is the emerging economy for the world
and for us.

Mr. Chair, I think there is some sadness in
the fact that we have probably embarked on
giving some profile—in my view, probably not
speedily enough, and I guess we can always
lament about that, that we wish we had the
dollars and the capability to enhance these areas
much more quickly than they are. I think that we
have done a disservice to the education field by
eliminating this position. Now, the individual in
question is not what I am arguing for. I am
arguing for profiling technology in our education
system by putting a co-ordinator in its place.

This afternoon, we had the opportunity to
listen to a member give a statement with regard
to the government giving a profile to a sector of
our society—and it is the people who have
disabilities in our province-by creating a
responsibility for that sector of our society
within a ministry so that indeed there is attention
paid to that issue. I would have to commend the
Government for doing that. I do not think there
is anything wrong with that. I think that is a
good way to move.

But, conversely, if you look at what has
happened here or what appears to have
happened—and I will not make a judgment on
this until we hear the full statement of the
Minister—it appears that indeed we have taken
that profile and we have taken that focus away
from the field of education. Now, I might be
wrong, and I hope I am, because I do hope that
somehow there is still a focus for the area of
learning technologies in our schools.

[ alluded to this in my opening remarks
when I said that one of the areas I see missing in
the Budget and in the Estimates of the
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Department of Education is that whole area of
technology, of being able to deliver programs to
people who live outside the urban centre.

During my time in government, [ have to tell
you that I worked very hard and fought very
hard for the people who lived outside of the
urban centres. [ know the Minister does not live
full time in the city and neither do 1. We do
come from rural parts of this province. The
Minister comes from a smaller urban setting. I
come from a predominantly rural agrarian area
where students do not have the same
opportunities, and I can talk about the fact that
students who go to university from rural
Manitoba have significant costs over and above
students who live in our urban centres, because
they not only have the cost of transportation
back and forth from their communities, they
have the cost of finding accommodation to live
in the urban centres where many students do not
have that cost.

So the cost for rural students is significantly
higher, and one of the ways of addressing that
would have been through the enhancement and
delivery of educational services and programs
through technology. The technology is available.
Today, you can, in fact, get a doctorate degree
from some of the prestigious universities of the
world through distance education. You can get a
master's degree through distance delivery. In our
province, it becomes much more important.
because of the demographics and the large area
and the small population that we face in this
province. For those reasons, and many, many
others, the area of learning technologies needs to
have a focus and needs to have some attention
paid to it, and we tried to do that.

[ guess Dr. Levin knows better than anyone
the many different approaches that one can take
with delivering educational programs through
technology, but, indeed,:1 think that we need to
continue to build on the areas that were started,
and we need to continue to ensure that the
quality of education that is delivered through
distance delivery and through technology is
indeed better than it is. In addition to this, the
ability to give students access to technology is
also important. For that reason, we argue with
government that YNN is not simply putting
commercials into classrooms or giving the

corporate world access to our classrooms, but,
indeed, it gives students the ability to hear other
students give a perspective on issues like teen
pregnancy, like builying in the classroom, other
public service issues that relate specifically to
young people, which are of value to them.
Additionally, it provides current affairs
programs and world news programs to students.

Now, the Minister of Family Services (Mr.
Sale) in the House said, well, they can get this
from Channel 5 or any of the other channels on
television, and perhaps that is true, but you have
to remember that those channels all carry
commercials. Here is a channel that does not
carry any commercials anymore. As a matter of
fact, the contract has been changed to address
those very concerns that the Minister had. It is a
technology being brought into the classroom,
because now the company is prepared to provide
$200,000 worth, or thereabouts, of equipment to
the school that enters into that contract.

Now, I know that the Minister can hang his
hat on an election promise, but if all the con-
cerns that resulted in that election promise have
been addressed, then I believe the Minister
should try to encourage his colleagues to take
another look at this to see whether there are
enough benefits in this to warrant the con-
tinuation of those contracts and to allow that
technology to be placed into the classroom.

Perhaps the Minister has other ways of
doing this, but I do not think that we should
ignore, just because of a promise that was made,
and perhaps today the issues surrounding that
promise have been addressed, that the Minister
should in all good conscience revisit that area
and allow for broader minds to prevail as we
look at delivering programs to education.

So specifically with regard to the leamning
technology area, I would like to ask the Minister
how specifically he has now moved to
incorporate the responsibilities under this co-
ordinator into other areas?

*(15:00)
Mr. Caldwell: | would like to thank the Member

for his comments. Certainly the leaming
technologies commitment with the Government
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of Manitoba remains high. Campus Manitoba
continues to function, and I know that schools
are developing new agreements to develop
distance courses. I should mention as well and
acknowledge the Member's efforts as minister to
start Campus Manitoba, which was then First
Year Distance Education, which was a very
extraordinarily innovative and progressive
initiative by the former government and by the
Member. Certainly we in government acknow-
ledge the very good work that was done by the
Member in that initiative. So I think that is
worthy of putting on the record. Certainly we
respect that vision considerably today.

The Government of Manitoba is currently
doing a review of the Manitoba Educational and
Research  Leaming Innovation Network,
MERLIN, under the special operating agency
legislation to look at an enhanced role for
MERLIN and their role indeed over the next five
years in providing learning technologies.

We would agree with the Member on his
comments about the importance of distance
education and leaming technologies in rural
areas and will continue to work assiduously to
enhance rural access. I should also note with
regard to rural students, which the Member notes
that we both come from western Manitoba from
areas that are substantially smaller than the city
of Winnipeg and with substantially fewer
opportunities because we are from smaller
populated areas.

The Manitoba Bursary Program will
substantially help rural students with their costs
in pursuing post-secondary education in the
province or Manitoba. As well, the 10% tuition
reduction was announced recently for September
2000. We will continue to work on programs
that enhance accessibility for all Manitobans but
that particularly impact upon rural students. As
the Member notes, rural students do have to
come into the city, whether that be Brandon, The
Pas or Winnipeg to pursue post-secondary
studies. Primarily they are at a satellite campus
around the province but primarily it involves a
relocation for rural students. So we are very
sensitive, as a government, to the needs of rural
students and will continue to pursue initiatives
along the recently announced bursary program
and the tuition reduction.

The Council on Leamning Technologies, we
are actively seeking their advice on technology
issues and continue to pursue advice where we
can from agencies and from individuals in the
field of leaming technology. I think it is
important to note, though, in terms of the
Learning Technologies co-ordinator, which
position we are discussing right now, that there
was a strong feeling within the Department and
within government that there was a duplication
of the role in that senior managers—and we look
at it as a broadening in fact of leaming
technology and understandings of learning
technologies as we expect our senior managers
to have an understanding of leaming
technologies in managing their day-to-day
operations. We expect that leamning technologies
and an awareness of leamming technologies and
an awareness of the importance of leaming
technologies will permeate the Department.

With the existence of the Manitoba
Educational and Research Innovation Network,
MERLIN, as part of the integral operations of
the Department of Education and Training in the
province, it was felt that a separate person was
superfluous. We would rather have an
institutional culture where leaming technologies
were part of everyone's responsibility and
everyone's obligation.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chair, I have difficulty in
accepting the premise that if you do not have a
focal point for Learning Technologies, that every
other manager in the Department should carry
some responsibility, knowledge and expertise I
guess to Learning Technologies. I think that is a
given. I think that, with a co-ordinator at the
head, it is still expected that other areas of the
Department would have expertise, knowledge,
would be well informed, would be enhancing the
whole area of learning technologies.

I know perhaps the Department, the
Government had difficulty with the particular
individual in that position. That is one thing. But
to eliminate that division, that co-ordination unit,
from Government to me is not the right way to
go because, yes, the Deputy Minister can assume
that responsibility, but how many res-
ponsibilities can the Deputy Minister assume
and still do justice to his job, with the greatest of
respect for Dr. Levin, because I know he is a
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very capable individual. Let us be honest, there
is reason for putting in managers and co-
ordinators throughout the Department. I do not
think this is different. We can put that same
argument that the Minister has just put forward
for any of the other divisions.

Let us take, for example, | am a very
staunch supporter of a co-ordinator for the
Native Education Directorate. I was happy to
have Juliette Sabot take that position. who is
extremely capable in that area. Let us, for
example, assume that, and which should be the
case, every other division of the Department
should have some expertise, should have some
experience, and should have some abilities in
this area. You can make that same argument for
that particular division.

So I say to the Minister that the co-
ordinator, I would even elevate that to a
director's position for Learning Technologies.
That is how strongly 1 feel about the fact that
Learning Technologies is an important element
in the Department of Education.

So I would argue for the Minister to
reallocate resources. Give it another name if you
have to in order to be able to, I guess, exercise
some credibility in this whole area. But I would
say that that to me is an extremely important
area and should not be eliminated from the
flowchart and from the divisions of the
Department. To me, if you eliminate that,
nobody in the Department has the responsibility
to carry that ball for that area. Everybody has
some responsibility, but there is nobody there to
co-ordinate what goes on in one division of the
Department and what goes on in another division
of the Department and what goes on now that
you have amalgamated the post-secondary and K
to 12 side, what goes on in those two divisions,
for example, in terms of leaming technologies.
The one way that I think that can be achieved is,
in fact, through that kind of a position in the
Department.

Now, I guess we could create others and
argue for them, but this is one that I think some
work had been done in. Instead of dispersing that
and going backwards, if you like, we could
enhance this by having it revisited. I have to
argue that 1 believe that the Minister needs to

revisit this position, needs to take another look at
it with his staff to ensure that there is a focal
point for learning technologies so that schools,
so that people who are working with kids out
there in the parts of Manitoba, whether it is in
the city or in the rural areas, have someone in the
Department of Education and Training that they
can go to who is going to address those concerns
with other divisions of the Department.

You know how difficult it is being in the
education field to get answers sometimes to a
specific problem, because it is easy to say, well,
that is really not our responsibility, that belongs
over there, and you run over to the other area.
That is what was happening with native
education before. That is why we put that
Directorate of Native Education in place. I think
the current deputy minister was aware of that,
but it was too watered down before. It was too
easy to have non-answers, because people ran
from one area to the other and they could not get
an answer. Once we gave it some profile, and I
am not saying this to try and take some credit for
it, I am just saying that because at that time the
wisdom I think was within the bureaucracy and,
if you like, the people who worked in the
Department who said this is an area that we need
to have a focal point on. So therefore the
directorship was created.

*(15:10)

I think no different in this area. Because this
is the emerging area for the new century, this is
the area where the jobs are going to be found.
This is the area where students need that
information. Mr. Minister, I have to tell you that
I see a vast difference in the quality of education
in the technology area in the urban centre as
compared to centres outside of Winnipeg.
Within the city of Winnipeg the divisions have
resources where they can hire the expertise to be
able to deliver the highest quality I think that we
can afford in terms of the learning technology
area. As a matter of fact, because of the
proximity to some of the companies, school
divisions can even get access to equipment from
companies that they can bring into their schools
which is not available in parts of remote and
rural Manitoba. So, when 1 argue for this
position, 1 do it on the basis that we have to
provide for those people who cannot have ready
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access to this kind of technology an ability to be
able to access this technology.

Yes, YNN was one. It was giving some hope
to some schools that do not have the resources,
their divisions do not have the resources, to be
able to provide that kind of technology and that
kind of equipment into the schools. Through
YNN they were able to reach in and get some of
that equipment. You might say, well, that is a
false way to provide equipment, and we can
have a philosophical argument about that, but at
least it is a way to have students access that
equipment.

So I argue for that for those students,
because if you look at the resources of divisions,
they vary massively. I know that the Deputy
Minister has got his hands full, with regard to
that education formula. We wrestled with it. We
changed it somewhat. It has been altered since
then. I do not know if there is a formula out
there that indeed addresses all the needs of
students in Manitoba, because of the diversities
of the province, but I do say that, in this area of
learning technologies, I would argue very
strongly that it is wrong to eliminate that area
and to say that it is looked at by other divisions
of the Department, I think.

I ask the Minister whether or not he can not
justify reinstating that division, not the
individual, I am talking about that division. Put
in there who you want, because you are
government today. Find the expert that you want
to put in there who will do the job for you. But
indeed, put somebody in there who can deliver
the programs, who can deliver the leadership so
that indeed there is a focal point to this area.

Mr. Caldwell: Mr. Chairman, I certainly do
respect the Member for Russell's comments in
this matter. As | said earlier, as a former
Minister of  Education, we  certainly
acknowledge and appreciate the effort that the
Member made in terms of starting Campus
Manitoba, and his passion for this area of
education and training is very well respected by
me and well known.

I want to address a number of points that the
Member made. I know I had the pleasure of
actually teaching with his brother in Wawanesa a

number of years ago, and Wawanesa is part
of the Souris Valley School Division. Certainly
in Souris Valley, the learning technology and
distance education capacity of that particular
division is the best out of the five or six
divisions or the schools I have taught with in that
part of the province, certainly the best facilities,
the best equipment, in fact, the envy of many
other divisions around the province. I know in
Souris Valley and Souris and Wawanesa that
distance education and learning technology is
very, 