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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
PRAYERS
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

PRESENTING REPORTS BY
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Committee of Supply

Mr. Conrad Santos (Chairperson): Mr.
Speaker, the Committee of Supply has con-
sidered certain resolutions, directs me to report
progress and asks leave to sit again.

I move, seconded by the Honourable
Member for Selkirk (Mr. Dewar), that the report
of the Committee be received.

Motion agreed to.
MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS
National Aboriginal Day

Hon. Eric Robinson (Minister of Aboriginal
and Northern Affairs): Mr. Speaker, | have a
statement for the House.

Today is National Aboriginal Day and I
would like to make a statement to the House
with the intent of explaining something of the
significance of this day for Aboriginal Mani-
tobans and indeed for all Manitobans.

The actual proclamation of National
Aboriginal Day was issued by the Government
of Canada through the Governor General of
Canada, Romeo LeBlanc, on June 13, 1996. That
proclamation noted that the Constitution of
Canada recognizes the existing rights of the
Aboriginal people of Canada, and it further
described the Aboriginal people of Canada to
include all Indian, Inuit and Métis people.

To quote the proclamation: "Aboriginal
peoples of Canada have made and continue to

make valuable contributions to Canadian society
and it is considered appropriate that there be, in
each year, a day to mark and celebrate these
contributions and to recognize the different
cultures of the Aboriginal peoples of Canada."

The proclamation also observed that many
Aboriginal peoples celebrate the summer solstice
in their cultures, and they regard this day of
symbolic importance. June 21 marks the
changing of the seasons. It is traditionally con-
sidered to be a time of year when the seeds have
been sown and will begin to grow on the land
and bear fruit once again.

While it is a day of celebration, there is a
sombre and respectful aspect of this day as well.
It is also a time when we think of the many
Aboriginal veterans and the sacrifices that they
made for the freedom we all enjoy. We think of
the critical role that Aboriginal people have
made in the fur trade in opening up western
Canada and our role as founders of this province.

As the day when the sun shines the longest,
it is often observed with ceremonies involving
prayer, dancing and singing. These are the
Aboriginal person's way of giving thanks to the
Creator for the life-giving warmth and goodness
of the sun.

The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples,
the RCAP, as it is known, emphasized the need
for a national First People's day that would be
celebrated across Canada. It was one of the
many recommendations the Royal Commission
on Aboriginal Peoples made that called for ways
to encourage all Canadians to begin building
awareness of Aboriginal people and aboriginal
cultures through public education and the
sharing of information.

I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that Aboriginal
people are thankful for this day of celebration
and recognition of their cultures. I can also tell
you that this special day was requested, recom-
mended and anticipated by Aboriginal people
long before it was proclaimed. My own personal
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experience and involvement in making this
official day a reality dates back to at least 1982
when [ was associated with the former National
Indian Brotherhood. That year, we wrote a
resolution that called for June 21 to be
designated as a national day of solidarity for
Aboriginal people. The constitutional battles
back then and again in 1990, when Meech Lake
was defeated in this Legislature that June, are
also on the minds of many on this very day.

This will explain why you may also hear
June 21 referred to among Aboriginal people as
a national day of solidarity for all Aboriginal
people. It is an expression of the fact that
Aboriginal people have observed this day as a
culturally significant day since the beginning of
time.

We are also pleased to share with the people
of all cultures our celebration of the summer
solstice day and everything that it means to
Aboriginal people. We welcome all people,
whatever your heritage may be, to participate
and to leam about aboriginal culture. Observe
the special day with us and help us in our efforts
to build greater public and cross-cultural
understandings of aboriginal issues, aboriginal
rights and the changes that are affecting
aboriginal communities.

June 21 is not only the longest day of the
year and the marking of a summer solstice, it is
also a day to celebrate Aboriginal people's
survival in spite of often insurmountable
challenges. I would urge all Manitobans to join
in some of the celebrations marking this day, and
I would like to ask all honourable colleagues to
partake in some of the activities taking place in
Winnipeg today and tonight as well as other
events occurring across the province. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Frank Pitura (Morris): Mr. Speaker, |
thank the Minister for his statement. It is a
pleasure to put a few words on the record about
National Aboriginal Day.

This day is an opportunity for Canadians to
recognize the diverse cultures and outstanding
contributions of First Nations, Inuit and Métis
people.

National Aboriginal Day coincides with the
summer solstice. The summer solstice holds
special significance for many aboriginal groups
who already celebrate their cultures and heritage
on that day. As the Minister said, it is
traditionally considered to be a time of the year
when the seeds have been sown and will begin to
grow on the land and bear fruit once again.

Setting aside a day for Aboriginal peoples is
an important step in the recognition of First
Nations people's important place within
Canadian society. Indians, Inuit and Métis have
made unparalleled contributions to the develop-
ment of this country.

* (13:35)

June 21 has been declared National
Aboriginal Day so that all Canadians may share
and experience the cultures of Indians, Inuit and
Meétis people. This day of celebration is an
opportunity for all Canadians, especially young
people, to learn more about aboriginal cultural
heritages of Canada. By sharing our knowledge
and experience, there will be greater under-
standing and harmony among all Canadians.
Canadians from all walks of life have much to
gain from a greater understanding of the
heritages of Indians, Inuit and Métis. By cele-
brating together, we can promote an appreciation
and acceptance of each other's points of view.

I know that National Aboriginal Day is
being marked with a variety of events across
Canada and here in Manitoba. For example, a
full slate of activities is planned in Brandon,
which includes a sunrise ceremony, a powwow
and a healing circle. So I would like to
encourage all Manitobans to take part in
National Aboriginal Day. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
Bill 32-The Victims' Rights Amendment Act

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Minister of Justice
and Attorney General): Mr. Speaker, I move,
seconded by the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Selinger), that leave be given to introduce a Bill
32, The Victims' Rights Amendment Act; Loi
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modifiant la Loi sur les droits des victimes, and
that the same be now received and read a first
time.

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor,
having been advised of the contents of this bill,
recommends it to the House. 1 would like to
table the Lieutenant-Governor's message.

Motion presented.

Mr. Mackintosh: Mr. Speaker, this bill is
Canada's first comprehensive and enforceable
victims bill of rights. It has been developed in
consultation with victims, some of whom are in
the gallery today, and other stakeholders in the
justice system. It provides that a victim of crime
is entitled to information and to be consulted
about police, court and corrections proceedings.

It protects victims from workplace sanctions
when attending certain court proceedings. It
provides a complaint process to enforce these
rights and extends victim compensation for
counselling to family survivors of homicide.

Motion agreed to.
Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, I would
like to draw the attention of all honourable
members to the gallery where we have with us
from St. Alphonsus School 23 Grade 5 students
under the direction of Ms. Jean Gilbert. This
school is located in the constituency of the
Honourable Member for Elmwood (Mr.
Maloway).

On behalf of all honourable members, I wel-
come you here today.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

First Nations Casinos
Proposal Alterations

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (Interim Leader of
the Official Opposition): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the First Minister. For weeks on
end, in this House, we and Manitobans heard the
rhetoric from the Government around the

independent selection committee that was going
to be choosing five aboriginal casinos for the
province of Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, we heard time and time again
that it was an independent selection committee.
There were certain parameters, certain rules that
had to be followed in the selection of the
proponents, and the committee finally put
forward their recommendations on who the
successful proponents were and that was
accepted by the Government, but since that time
we have seen significant changes to those five
proposals.

We have seen managers that have been
changed. We have seen participants that were
changed. We have seen partners that have
changed. We have seen locations changed. I
guess my question for the First Minister would
be: What else is going to be changed that we
have not heard about yet?

* (13:40)

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Again, Mr.
Speaker, when one reads the recommendations
from the site selection committee, in a number of
places throughout that report it recommends that
certain conditions be met, whether it is com-
pliance conditions, whether it is public support
issues, whether it is approvals from the Gaming
Commission, and these are recommendations on
site selections. They are recommendations to the
Government.

Mrs. Mitchelson: What we have seen time and
time again, Mr. Speaker, in this Legislature and
what Manitobans certainly are hearing is just a
major fiasco around this issue perpetrated by a
government that seems to have—well, I guess I
am just extremely concerned that we seem to
have a government that really does not know
what it is doing. It is changing its mind on a day-
to-day basis, and policy is changing on the fly.

The First Minister did not really answer the
question. We have seen significant changes in
the proposals that were recommended by the
independent selection committee that this
government bragged about as being completely
and totally independent of anything that they—
completely out of their control.
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An Honourable Member: Ramble.

Mrs. Mitchelson: I heard the word "ramble,"
but I think we have heard a lot of rambling from
ministers that have been rambled in very
different directions on a day-to-day basis.

Mr. Speaker: Order.
Point of Order

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): On a point of order. I think what is on
everyone's mind is the question. Does the
Member have a question? Now I understand that
there is a convention in this House that leaders,
recognized leaders of the parties, have the ability
to go on supplementary questions with pre-
ambles and sometimes more than one sentence,
but could you please provide some guidance and
some direction to the Member who seems to be
going on and on and on without getting to a
question. Could you please ask her, Mr. Speaker,
does she have a question?

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Official Opposi-
tion House Leader, on the same point of order.

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): On the same point of order, Mr.
Speaker. The House Leader has not got a point
of order, but he has stated one fact clearly that
the leaders do have the ability to put forward a
little more clarity towards their questions than
we as MLAs do, so I do not believe that the
Leader has exceeded her time yet.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by
the Government House Leader, the Honourable
Member does not have a point of order.
Manitoba practice has been to allow leaders
latitude, and I will follow that same direction
unless 1 am directed otherwise by both House
leaders.

* % %

Mrs. Mitchelson: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker, and thanks for that clarification. My
question, again to the First Minister, is we have
seen changes in managers, we have seen changes
in participants, we have seen changes in
partners, we have seen changes in locations to

the casino proposals that were accepted from the
independent selection committee. The Premier
did not answer the questions. He talked about
site selection, but clearly the recommendations
that came from the selection committee were all-
encompassing. What other changes are they
hiding from the people of Manitoba?

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, I think, and I am just
going by memory now, but I believe that the
former minister responsible for gambling and
gaming—sorry for that slip-was the Member
opposite who of course appointed the former
board, many of the members that we have dealt
with in the past. You know, when one talks
about changes, at least the report and the
conditions of the report are out there in the
public arena, out there for the public to see,
unlike members opposite, when we talk about
hiding, announced to the public that they were
not going to build a downtown casino because it
was going to cost more than the $55 million for
the expansion of the suburban casinos, and then
we found out to our horror in government that it
was well over $110 million. Those are changes
that members opposite should be embarrassed
about.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Mr. Speaker, I believe that
the First Minister has a responsibility to answer
questions for the people of Manitoba when in
fact an independent selection committee made
recommendations on five proposals. We know
that this government, since those proposals were
submitted to this government, has made and has
seen changes. They have seen significant
changes. It has become a fiasco in the province
of Manitoba.

* (13:45)

We have ministers on both sides of the
issue. I would ask the Premier today which
minister he supports. What is his position? Does
he support the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs
(Mr. Robinson) who says there could be many
more than five casinos, or does he support the
Minister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs
(Mr. Lemieux) who says that this is it? What is
the position of the Premier? Are these the only
five casino proposals that are going to be looked
at by this government, or what is their plan?
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Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, 1 support the fact that
members on this side of the House made a
promise before the election, they made a
promise during the election, and they are
implementing that promise after the election.
That is what I support. We clearly stated that we
believe that when the members opposite—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, if [ may
continue. We committed ourselves in '92, like
Minnesota, like North Dakota, like Saskat-
chewan and like Ontario, to having some part of
the expansion of gambling have First Nations
allowed to participate in that. We supported that
in the '95 election, we supported that again in
'99. Members opposite excluded Aboriginal
people from the original terms of reference from
the—/interjection] Perhaps 1 could finish-
excluded people—/interjection]

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: Thank you. Members opposite
excluded people from the original Desjardins
report in terms of the terms of reference. They
then included people through the Bostrom
report. Then they led Aboriginal people to
believe that there were going to be two casinos.
In fact, [ believe I read in leaked reports to the
media that the former government was planning
on two casinos, and then they announced in the
media that because of polls they were not going
to proceed.

Well, we made a promise in the election. It
was out front with the public. We are trying as
best as possible to implement that promise, and
we are trying to implement it through an
independent process of site selection recommen-
dations with conditions to the Government, Mr.
Speaker.

First Nations Casinos
Selection Committee—Criteria

Mr. Harold Gilleshammer (Minnedosa): Mr.
Speaker, the Minister of gaming defends the
decisions of the selection committee by saying it

was an independent depoliticized body. We on
this side of the House do not question the
competency of Mr. Nadeau or Mr. Freedman.
They and their 16-person assessment team based
the final recommendations on very specific
criteria.

To the Minister of gaming: Would the
Minister agree that his confidence in the
selection committee's recommendations is based
on their strict adherence to the criteria outlined
on pages 8 and 9 of the RFP?

* (13:50)

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister charged with
the administration of The Gaming Control
Act): Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased to hear that
they support Mr. Nadeau's and Mr. Freedman's
report, because obviously we said it has been
depoliticized, non-politicized, and that it had
been an independent process. We are very
pleased to hear now-after a number of months
that we have heard some hedging on that—that
they support that.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Mr. Speaker, just so the
Minister understands, we support them as
individuals.

Would the Minister agree that the
consistency of the criteria on which the selection
committee based its recommendations to govern-
ment is essential to maintain the validity of these
selections?

Mr. Lemieux: Mr. Speaker, I just want to state
that all the First Nations proposals that have
been recommended certainly have a lot of
conditions attached to them. It could be land, it
could be finances, it could be other conditions
that the current casino implementation
committee will be looking at and ensuring that
all those conditions are met prior to any
proceeding with any kind of casino in Manitoba.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Mr. Speaker, would the
Minister agree with Mr. Nadeau's and Mr.
Freedman's statement that the RFP, its criteria,
and the information provided by the various
proponents was their, and I quote, "bible" on
which they made their decisions?
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Mr. Lemieux: Well, those are Mr. Nadeau's and
Mr. Freedman's words, and certainly, as the
Member opposite stated, they have full
confidence in Mr. Nadeau and Mr. Freedman as
individuals and certainly in their selection
process. We would agree that they are very, very
competent individuals and took a great deal of
time in looking at these proposals very carefully
and have come up with conditions and criteria
that these proposals have to meet prior to
proceeding with any casino at all.

First Nations Casinos
Partnership Agreements

Mr. Frank Pitura (Morris): Mr. Speaker, the
selection committee was presented with a set of
information on which they made their final
recommendations. Since the release of the final
report three weeks ago, this government has
significantly altered the information presented to
Nadeau and Freedman. This has completely
undermined the rationale on which their
decisions were based.

Will the Minister of gaming confirm that
unsuccessful proponents are now allowed to
partner with one of the successful proponents?

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister charged with
the administration of The Gaming Control
Act): These five recommendations were made to
us not that long ago, and certainly these specific
sites were being recommended to us as a
government. Within the report of Mr. Nadeau
and Mr. Freedman it states that it is possible that
individuals and businesses that originally applied
to the MGCC for business and personal back-
ground investigations in this process may differ
from those who eventually comprise the
proponent-participant relationship.

Now I am trying to read into that, Mr.
Speaker, and maybe members opposite have a
different reading of it, but certainly what that
states is that some partnership or members
within a consortium may change at the final end
of the process. | mean, we are just entering
another phase in this long process. So here we
have recommendations made to us. Now the
next phase is that the ball is in the First Nations
communities' court to try to address a number of
conditions for success that they have to meet,

and the implementation committee will certainly
look at those conditions and ensure that they are
met before proceeding.

Mr. Pitura: | thank the Minister for putting that
on the record.

Operations Managers

Mr. Frank Pitura (Morris): Will the Minister
of gaming confirm that, since the final recom-
mendations were released at least three suc-
cessful proponents have changed their operations
managers?

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister charged with
the administration of The Gaming Control
Act): No, I cannot confirm that. The First
Nations communities, if they want to use a
management company to proceed into the next
phase, that is their prerogative, and that is their
option to go ahead and do so. If they feel that
they can go ahead and meet all the conditions for
success without a management company, that is
their prerogative, and that is their option.
Certainly we on this side are not going to ask
First Nations people or state to them that they
need a management company or they do not
need one.

Mr. Pitura: | then would like to ask the
Minister responsible for gaming as to why
yesterday, when he addressed this House, he had
indicated that some of the successful proponents
had to change their operations managers.

Mr. Lemieux: That question from the Member
opposite, | thank you for that question. It was
stated that, with regard to one management
company, even the Government of Saskat-
chewan informed SIGA that they should not be
continuing with any kind of association with
gaming and the First Nations community in
Manitoba.

I did recommend to Mr. Luke, because of
what is happening and the revelations coming
out of Saskatchewan, that we recommend to
those First Nations communities that they not
look at SIGA, that if they are going to be looking
at a management company at all, they should not
look at one that is currently embroiled in some
controversy in Saskatchewan.
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Yes, Mr. Speaker, I did tell them: Yes,
absolutely, Mr. Luke, please contact them, and if
they are going to contemplate looking at a
management company to please consider others.

Gaming Facilities
Market Assessments

Mr. Ron Schuler (Springfield): British
Columbia and Ontario have decided that it is
time to impose a moratorium on gambling. They
have reached the saturation point and have put a
halt to the expansion of gambling in their
provinces.

* (13:55)

Can the Minister indicate whether he has
undertaken any market analysis to determine
how many Manitobans currently have access to
gambling and what that number will be with at
least five additional casinos in this province?

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister charged with
the administration of The Gaming Control
Act): My understanding is, and I have been
advised, that in Ontario, I believe it is called the
Thousand Island Casino, they are certainly
looking at expanding there.

But I just want to state I mentioned
yesterday about VLTs in every location in
Manitoba, and those hoteliers were provided
with that opportunity, and as good business
people, they took advantage of that. This is
something coming from a member of a previous
government that put VLTs in every location in
every hotel in Manitoba, and now they are
talking about what are you doing with regard to
gaming in the province. I do not believe they
have any credibility with regard to this issue, but
I thank the Member opposite for the question
nevertheless.

Mr. Schuler: Will the Minister commit to
undertaking a similar market analysis as was
done in Ontario to determine precisely how
many Manitobans have access to gambling and
how much that number will increase with the
addition of at least five new casinos?

Mr. Lemieux: Mr. Speaker, I thank the Member
for Springfield for the question. These five
recommendations that were made to us as

government, first, No. 1, we are not sure whether
or not any will be successful. We are certainly
hoping that some of them will be, we are hoping
that all of them will be, but we do not know
necessarily whether they will be. Then we will
be able to ascertain the impacts with regard to
gaming in Manitoba. I know that members
opposite, hopefully they will join with us and
wish First Nations people success in their
endeavours. With regard to some of the
questions that are coming from members
opposite, sometimes 1 wonder whether or not
they truly want First Nations people to be
successful with gaming. Now that is not—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order, order.

Mr. Lemieux: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am
trying to answer the question, but one week we
get all of a sudden we are doubling gambling
somehow, and those numbers are totally off and
certainly not even close because if all five were
successful-in the proposals it stated that they are
up to only 1200 VLTs or slot machines within
their establishments and throughout Manitoba
there are 7000. That is not even close to
doubling.

Mr. Schuler: Mr. Speaker, I would ask the
Minister: Given his colleague the Minister of
Aboriginal Affairs' comments about the further
expansion of aboriginal casinos in another
mandate, at what point will Manitoba reach the
gambling saturation point just as B.C. and
Ontario have? When is enough enough for this
NDP government? When is it enough gambling
in Manitoba?

Mr. Lemieux: What [ will take from the
Member for Springfield, through his question, is,
and I hope I am not reading too much into this,
that maybe there is a concern there with regard
to gaming. We on this side of the House also
have a concern with regard to gaming. There is
no question about that, and we try to tell the
public about that.

* (14:00)

I thank the Member for Springfield for that
question, because I just want to put on the
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record, yes, indeed, we are concerned about
gaming, but on the other hand, we want First
Nations people to have an opportunity. They
should have been brought into this process
many, many years ago, and it took an NDP
government through a promise in an election,
and here we are. We are going to carry out this
promise, but there are going to be conditions
associated with this, and First Nations people
have to meet those before we proceed.

First Nations Casinos
Audits

Mr. Darren Prazmik (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, we would like to talk a little bit about
those conditions that the Minister continues to
hold out as the answer. We want to talk a little
bit about their detail. The Minister, in his press
release, indicated that it was important that this
process ensure accountability and transparency.
The New Democrats in an article in the
Thompson Citizen said that they were modelling
much of what they were doing on Saskatchewan.

I want to ask the First Minister, who is
responsible for these five new private casinos in
Manitoba, if he is prepared to follow the advice
of the Auditor, the Provincial Auditor in
Saskatchewan who is calling for value-for-
money audits on how these dollars are dispensed
and dealt with. Is the Premier prepared to accept
the advice of the Auditor, the Provincial Auditor
of Saskatchewan and have value-for-money
audits as a condition of these contracts?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): We have followed
the advice of the Provincial Auditor on the lack
of value for money on the frozen food fiasco
initiated by that member opposite. I thank him
for his conversion on the road to Damascus on
fiscal responsibility and effectiveness for value
of money.

We have followed the Provincial Auditor's
recommendations on the cost overruns in the
suburban casinos under the stewardship, I
believe, of the Member opposite and the acting
leader of the Opposition, and that is why we are
implementing major changes, a fact that $170
million in capital expenditure is not being
budgeted for in the Lotteries Corporation. We

are going to change that based on the Auditor's
recommendation.

We are following the Auditor's advice on
having hospital capital in Schedule B with no
plan to pay for the capital in terms of payments
in the Budget. We are following the advice of
not having—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order, the Honourable Official
Opposition House Leader, on a point of order.

Point of Order

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.
Taking into account the First Minister's latitude,
which we allow in questions and answers within
the House, I would bring your attention to
Beauchesne's 417: "Answers to questions should
be as brief as possible." We do not have to deal
with that because of the Leader's latitude. "Deal
with the matter raised,” | believe he did mention
it once, but the last one, "should not provoke
debate," that is exactly where the First Minister
is going at this time.

If the Honourable First Minister wants to
have a debate, Mr. Speaker, he will be able to
deal with this when we bring forward a
resolution in this House to deal with this gaming
issue.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of
Health, on the same point of order?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, on the same point of order. I listened
very carefully to the carefully worded text of the
Member's question which included four sen-
tences which quoted from a variety of docu-
ments and which the essence of the question was
about the Provincial Auditor and following the
Provincial Auditor with respect to financial
matters. | believe if you look at the term
"relevance,” the Premier was clearly answering
the issues with respect to financial matters as
followed by the Auditor, and I think the response
was in order. Unfortunately, members opposite
did not leam when they were in government, and
they still have not leamed.
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Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Lac
du Bonnet, on the same point of order, with new
information?

Mr. Praznik: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I do not intend
to debate the issue in this particular question, but
I would be delighted to. I would like to just
make some advice. Since the Premier feels so
very strongly about value-for-money audits, he
could end this point of order by just simply
committing to do it here instead of running
away.

Mr. Speaker: Order. On the point of order
raised by the Honourable Official Opposition
House Leader, the Honourable House Leader
does not have a point of order. I ruled earlier that
the leaders have great latitude under Manitoba
practices, and I will follow that same direction
unless I am given alternate directions from both
House leaders. Until that is done, I will follow
the directions of past Manitoba practices.

* % %

Mr. Doer: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To continue
on, on the question, the Member opposite
announced a number of capital projects that were
contained in two budget years that did not have a
budget to pay them back. We have put that in the
Budget, following the Auditor's advice, and
hospitals that are promised to be built will now
have a budget to pay for them, again advice
received from the Provincial Auditor.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Speaker, if the First Minister,
if the Premier really believes what he says, then
I just challenge him. I ask him today why will he
not simply commit to this Legislature for value-
for-money audits for these casinos as he would
like to do for everything else. Why does he run
away from that issue and hide behind others? If
he believes in it, I just ask him, just say yes, it is
a condition of the new five casinos. I ask him not
to be a hypocrite.

Point of Order

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): I believe a few questions were asked
by the Member in his last round of supple-
mentary. He, Mr. Speaker, I submit, used
unparliamentary language in referring to an

individual, an honourable member of this House.
I ask that you direct him to withdraw and
apologize for the use of that word "hypocrite."

Mr. Laurendeau: Mr. Speaker, on the same
point of order, Beauchesne's 490: "Since 1958, it
has been ruled parliamentary to use the
following expressions." If the Member for Lac
du Bonnet had used it, and that was "hypocrites,"
but he had not said he was a hypocrite, he said if
he was one-but it has been ruled parliamentary.
So I think we have to choose our words very
carefully in this House when we are bringing
important-I think it is important that we take
into context the terms that the words are being
used. If the shoe fits wear it.

Mr. Speaker: The Member for Lac du Bonnet,
with new information on the same point of order.

Mr. Praznik: Yes, | am the person who spoke
the words. Given the Premier has felt so strongly
about value-for-money audits on one hand, I just
asked him to commit to do it on the other or he
would appear hypocritical or be a hypocrite. He
has the choice whether he is going to be a
hypocrite or not in his answer.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Govermnment
House Leader on the same point of order, with
new information?

Mr. Mackintosh: On the same point of order,
Mr. Speaker, I lament what I just heard. We just
rose on a point of order about the use of an
unparliamentary word. The unparliamentary
words, of course, are always considered in their
context. The Opposition House Leader referred
to Beauchesne's Citation 490. [ refer to
Beauchesne's Citation 489 where the word is
noted there. The word "hypocrites," July 8,
1961; "hypocritical," February 21, 1961, and a
number of other dates.

What is relevant, of course, is the context
that the word is used in. These words are ruled
unparliamentary from time to time because it
elicits what is often worst about this Chamber. |
please ask that you ask the Member to withdraw
and apologize.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by
the Honourable Government House Leader, |
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thank all members for their advice. I will take it
under advisement because I want to be sure what
[ heard, and I will bring back a ruling to the
House.

* % %

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, words ring hollow from
the particular member opposite who stood up
here day after day after day in this Chamber and
defended the frozen food decision of the
Government and on March 23, 2000, after the
election, stated it was quite a mess, it was a dog's
breakfast. It is too bad he did not say that when
he had an opportunity before this bad decision
was made.

*(14:10)

I committed ourselves, I believe it was two
weeks ago and again last week or maybe early
this week, to the Provincial Auditor being
involved in the audits, unlike what was going on
in Saskatchewan. That commitment has been
made in this House. That commitment has been
made by the Minister. The Provincial Auditor
will use the same authorities he had to
investigate the mess at the Lotteries Corporation.
He will have those same authorities for the
Gaming Commission, decisions that are being
made here in Manitoba.

Mr. Prazmnik: Mr. Speaker, given that in the
press release his minister issued it clearly
indicates that the Manitoba Auditor may just
look at these, 1 ask the Premier again—and I
know he may not like me, and I know he may
prefer someone else to ask the question—but I
just ask him on behalf of the people of this
province: Will he commit to put into practice
what he appears, or would like the public to
appear he believes, and that is allow the
Provincial Auditor value-for-money audits on
how this money is going to be spent? A simple
question.

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, | would like to say to
the Member opposite that we like you as much
as your party does.

Elections
Advertising Regulations

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, my question is to the Premier, seeking

clarification on his proposals to change the
election finances. As I understand it, in the next
provincial election some years from now, if a
third party were to advertise to improve-
[interjection] You used the term in the
legislation, and you are trying to restrict us. For
clarity purposes, if an organization other than a
political party were to advertise: To improve
health care, vote Liberal, they would be—

Mr. Speaker: Order. The Honourable Official
Opposition House Leader, on a point of order.

Point of Order

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

Just for clarification, I wonder if you might
rule on whether it is permissible to ask a
question on a matter which is a bill before this
House.

Mr. Speaker: Order. On the point of order
raised by the Honourable Official Opposition
House Leader, Manitoba practice has been that if
we have been notified that the matter would be
on the Order Paper today, then the questions
would not be allowed, but as of right now we
have not been given instructions that it will be
on the orders today, so I will allow the question
to proceed.

Mr. Gerrard: In the upcoming provincial
election, some say three and a half years from
now, it would appear that the Premier's
legislation would allow an advertisement by an
organization, other than a political party, which
said: To improve health care, vote Liberal, but
restrict the spending on that ad to $5,000. But if
the advertisement just said: Health care has been
terrible under the NDP; vote to improve health
care without naming a political party, then that
would be acceptable, because in fact it was not
directed necessarily at one political party or
another.

Point of Order

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, just when the Member
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got over the first hurdle, I am just concerned that
the question is not in order. Beauchesne's
Citation 409(3) says: "The question ought to
seek information and, therefore, cannot be based
upon a hypothesis, cannot seek an opinion," and
410(12) says: "Questions should not be
hypothetical."

It sounds as though the question is framing a
hypothetical and putting a question then to the
Premier, seeking an opinion.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for
River Heights, on the same point of order.

Mr. Gerrard: I think an upcoming election, and
the framework of what that is, is not a hypo-
thetical situation. We are going to have an
election some three and a half years from now.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Official Oppo-
sition House Leader, on the same point of order.

Mr. Laurendeau: Mr. Speaker, I do not believe
the Honourable Member's question was
hypothetical, but if you did rule it out of order,
we would be willing to give leave to allow the
Government to answer that question.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by
the Honourable Government House Leader, I
was in discussions, and 1 did not hear the
question. I would have to take it under advise-
ment because I did not hear the full context of
the question. I will bring back a ruling to the
House.

* % %

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Dealing with the
policy issues in the question, which I believe is
in order, Mr. Speaker, the proposed act is
intended to ensure in a policy way that there is a
level playing field in elections. In that level
playing field, a number of elements are part of
that: the banning of union and corporate
donations, the limitation of individual donations,
the former limitations being reinstated for adver-
tising during an election campaign, advertising
outside of an election campaign. We have rules
in New Brunswick of 32000. We have a
proposed rule here on that issue to deal, again,
with a level playing field.

* (14:20)

On the issue of third-party proposals in a
campaign, the question that has really been
raised by the Member opposite, the adjudicator,
that would not be the Premier but the Chief
Electoral Officer.

Mr. Gerrard: My supplementary to the
Premier: Would the Premier admit that, in fact,
by opening the door to organizations who want
to advertise without reference or naming specific
political parties, he is opening the door to a lot of
issue-specific advertising by groups like political
action committees, as has occurred in the United
States?

Mr. Doer: Right now, Mr. Speaker, that ability
is there fully without any "restrictions." The
provincial Chief Electoral Officer recommended
to the former government and to former
members that we deal with the issue of
reasonable limits to third parties. The provisions
in the Act, which the Chief Electoral Officer
recommended to this Legislature that we deal
with prior to the last election campaign, were
developed on the basis of the symmetry between
the restrictions on union and corporate
donations, the banning of union and corporate
donations, the individual restrictions, and on the
issue of what is a reasonable limit in a
democratic society for restricting parties.

The definition, the ability to speak out on an
issue is clear. The issue to take a step beyond
that and be partisan, for example, to say that one
government is bad on property taxes versus
another government and be partisan on that issue
is restricted by the law. It has a reasonable limit
of $5,000. Beyond that, the partisan nature of
any third-party campaign, unlike the United
States where third parties funnel money into the
actual presidential candidate—the advertising that
is now going on with Gore and Bush is being
funded to a great degree through so-called soft
money. There is no such thing as under-the-table
money to political parties in this legislation. It is
banned.

Mr. Gerrard: My second supplementary to the
Premier: Will the Premier admit that, in fact, in
the immediate pre-election period, organizations
other than political parties can spend as much as
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they want, advertise as much as they want and
be as partisan as they want?

Mr. Doer: Right now, parties, organizations,
groups, people can be partisan. If there is an
ability to go further in limiting reasonable limits,
we certainly explored it. We are trying to make
sure that the balance in this legislation is able to
withstand Charter of Rights cases that have
developed in provinces like British Columbia
and, I believe, Alberta. The Supreme Court has
supported decisions on reasonable limits for
political parties and third-party organizations in
the Province of Québec, as in the Liebman case
[phonetic] in the Supreme Court.

Certainly the goal of this legislation is to
ensure that there is a level playing field during
elections, that there are reasonable limits on
speech between elections, and that there is
absolute transparency for the registration of third
parties, and third parties, for example, cannot—
like the example cited by the Member opposite—
raise money, soft money, and fund partisan ads
for a political candidate like they do for Al Gore
and George Bush and what some of the
controversy has been with Senator McCain
opposing that soft-money funding. That would
be illegal in Manitoba under this proposed act.

Flooding
Red River Valley

Ms. Nancy Allan (St. Vital): In light of the
excessive rainfall that has recently caused flash
flooding in North Dakota, I would like to ask the
First Minister a question on this very serious
issue. Because North Dakota's situation was a
precursor to the flood of the century here in
Manitoba, I am sure many members here in the
House today have constituents who are
concerned. Could the First Minister inform the
House what impact this situation in North
Dakota has on our floodproofing efforts here in
Manitoba?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, there
are a number of phone calls I am sure all of us
are receiving about the rain over the last period
of time and the reminiscence of pictures of
flooding in the Red River Valley in 1997 which
eventually resulted in the Red River Valley in

Manitoba in '97, particularly areas south of the
floodway.

Mr. Speaker, we are advised, based on the
present up-to-date forecast, that the flooding in
Fargo was not a direct result of river flooding
but a result of heavy storm water systems being
unable to handle the 7-inch heavy rainfall, about
175 millimetres.

Obviously, the Department of Conservation
is monitoring the situation. It does have an
impact at the border. We are concerned about the
situation. We understand the river will not rise
above the banks in Manitoba based on present
estimates. We also understand that it will be
much higher in the city of Winnipeg and south
of the city of Winnipeg in a number of locations.
In the city of Winnipeg, I believe the levels will
be higher in the south end of the city and moving
to about half a foot downtown and less as we
move to North Kildonan.

So we will continue to monitor the situation.
We believe the river walk will be impacted, but
as the Minister of Agriculture (Ms. Wowchuk)
has identified yesterday, some of the crops are
definitely being affected negatively by the
rainfall, whether it is hay, canola, flax, I believe,
and it is important for all Manitoba producers
that we keep a constant vigil on the water
situation and whatever else we can be doing.

Treherne Hospital
Summer Closure

Mr. Denis Rocan (Carman): Mr. Speaker,
perhaps if the Doer government had kept its
promise to hire more nurses immediately and to
convert part-time positions to full-time positions,
there would be more nurses working in
Manitoba today and the Treherne hospital would
not have to close its doors this summer.

Can the Minister of Health explain what
alternatives are in place for local residents who
may need access to health care services during
the hospital closure in Treherne?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): As
the Member indicated, Treherne hospital is
closing for two weeks to allow the staff to take
vacations. A similar situation happened last year
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in Reston nearby with respect to the difficulty in
dealing with staff. By way of our analysis, there
are basically three problems that have occurred.
Firstly, when the former government stopped the
diploma program and cut down on the LPNs, our
supply of nurses was dramatically affected,
effects that we are experiencing this very day.
Secondly, the closure of 1400 acute care beds in
the system dramatically affected the system.
Thirdly, the cancellation of the capital plan in
1995 had a dramatic effect on our system.

We have taken action in our first months in
office on all three of these issues. Unfortunately,
10 years of neglect cannot be overturned in a
few months.

Mr. Rocan: Will the Minister of Health advise
the House if the closure of the Treherne hospital
is his government's first step to implementing the
recent proposal which, if implemented, would
ultimately lead to the closure of several rural
hospitals?

Mr. Chomiak: As [ indicated, the former
government closed 1400 acute care beds in the
province, 1400, including the largest hospital,
the Misericordia Hospital, ever. They also
started a process when they were in government
to examine the minimal standards of hospitals in
the southern and other parts of Winnipeg
because hospitals had been forced to put the H's
on their sign.

The closure of Treherne hospital for two
weeks is to allow staff to take a vacation,
something that happened in Reston nearby.
Contingency plans are in place. We are not
following the course of direction of the previous
government to holus-bolus close hospital bed
after hospital bed. That is why we put in place
action plans on various fronts which 1 will
explain.

Mr. Rocan: Mr. Speaker, with a spirit of co-
operation and with a proactive approach, I would
ask this Minister of Health: If I were to set up a
town hall meeting in the town of Treherne,
would you join me, sir, in explaining to my
residents what they are supposed to do when the
hospital in Treherne closes?

* (14:30)

Mr. Chomiak: [ am happy to speak to residents.
Last year, I do not know if there was a town hall
meeting in Reston with respect to that, Mr.
Speaker.

I have had conversations with the Member
opposite. I have had conversations with people
in the system to try to deal with the situation of a
two-week closure for vacation. It is unfortunate
that we have reached this state in this province,
but fortunately we took action. We are taking
action with respect to nursing recruitment. We
are fast-tracking nurses who are foreign-trained
who are living in this jurisdiction. We brought
back a diploma program to train more nurses.
We are putting $3 million, first time ever, into
nurse training and nurse upgrading. In addition,
we are doing recruitment efforts. We have a
comprehensive plan, for the first time in a
decade, and planned approach to the health care
system under the circumstances.

I think that over time we are going to see a
significant improvement all across the province
as we have seen in the hallway situation, as we
have seen right across the province.

Mr. Speaker: Time for Oral Questions has
expired.

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Government Accountability

Mr. Jim Penner (Steinbach): Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to bring forward what I think is a very
important issue for all members of this House.
More and more, I am hearing from Manitobans
the concerns they have that the current
government, in its short time in office, is
demonstrating a lack of openness and
communication for the people of our province.
Now it appears that this closed-door policy has
spread to this Chamber, and even to the back
benches of the current government.

Day after day I watch as members opposite,
those without a Cabinet position, are forced to
stand during Question Period to try to get
answers from their very own colleagues. Despite
the fact that they meet daily in caucus, despite
the fact that they are members of the same party,
it appears that the only way they can get answers
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from their own closed-door ministers is to drag
them into the public forum of Question Period.

As a new member, | was somewhat con-
cerned that this was the way of government. So |
took counsel with my own colleagues. I found
unanimously that members on this side of the
House, who were formerly ministers, always
maintained an open door. When one of their
colleagues had a constituency or a provincial
concern, they would not turn their backs and
force them to bring it to the House. They would
sit down one-on-one and deal with the issue.

Mr. Speaker, I make this statement in
defence of the Government backbenchers who it
seems have been shut out of their own govern-
ment and are filled with questions that they
cannot get answers to in any other way but
through Question Period. It is clear that the
Government and ministers of the day have
slammed the door on Manitobans. If they truly
want to open the lines of communication with
the people of Manitoba, I would suggest they do
so first in their own caucus. Thank you.

Fairtane Children's Centre

Mr. Jim Rondean (Assiniboia): Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased to bring the entire House's attention
to a wonderful celebration that I attended in
Assiniboia on June 14. The Fairlane Children
Centre celebrated their 25th anniversary with
children, present staff, parents, former staff and
many people of the public in attendance. It was a
great celebration with lots of good food,
interesting speakers and excellent company. It
was a great celebration had by all.

This child care centre was incorporated
February 4, 1975, as the St. Charles Tot Stop.
The first location was in the annex of the St.
Charles United Church on Isbister Street with
only 24 children and limited resources. I would
like to recognize Karen Kumka as the original
founder and visionary for the centre.

On May 1, 1989, the centre moved to
Hedges School and the name changed to
Fairlane Children's Centre on December 18,
1989. Presently, the centre has 32 children aged
from 2 to 6 combined with a preschool program
and a very good special needs program that

meets the needs of some children who have
disabilities.

I would like to congratulate the entire staff:
Connie Mozdzen, Lois Pruden, Laureli Ellis,
Robyn Slominsky, Chad Stevenson, Nichole
Oryniak, Sheryl Taylor, Karen Todd, and Paul
Janz, and all the children and the staff and their
parents for the 25th anniversary. 1 was really,
really pleased to see a well-run, well-organized
centre that provides multiple services to the
children of the area. Thank you.

General Byng School

Mrs. Joy Smith (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, it
was my pleasure to attend the unveiling of the
millennium wall and skate park mural yesterday
at General Byng School in Fort Garry. A new
play area, an outdoor classroom area, new treed
areas, a skate park and the millennium wall are
all new additions to the grounds of General
Byng School.

As part of the schoolyard improvement plan,
parents had requested that General Byng
consider creating an outdoor classroom that
would greatly enhance science curriculum study
and provide a space for students to sit in nature
and do such activities as read and write poems
and listen to stories. Mr. Danny Carroll, the
elementary enrichment facilitator at the school,
took on the project. After presenting the outdoor
classroom idea to all Grade 6 students, five were
chosen to work on the design. The students made
a design drawing and created a model of their
plan. I would like to congratulate Jenna Tessier,
Tameka Blair, Twyla Breland, Glenys Smith and
Kelsey Jensen on their award-winning design. |
would also like to commend Mr. Carroll, Kim
Mardero, the General Byng Advisory Council
for School Leadership, the principal, Mr. Allan
Geske, and the teaching staff, students and
parents of General Byng School in Fort Garry.
They worked so hard to make this vision a
reality.

* (14:40)
Strini Ready

Mr. Gerard Jennissen (Flin Flon): Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to speak in recognition and
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appreciation of Strini Ready who, through his
leadership and achievements in education, social
justice, peace and antiracism awareness, has
demonstrated a unique commitment to both his
local community and the larger global
community.

As an educator for over 35 years, and in 5
different countries, Strini has been dedicated to
the field of education. From 1985 until 1991,
Strini served as superintendent for Frontier
School Division. From 1992 until he retired in
1998, although he never actually really retired
from work, he served as president of the
Manitoba Association of School Super-
intendents. Since 1995, Strini has been involved
as the provincial co-ordinator of Project Love,
an initiative administered by the Canadian
Organization for Development of Education that
sees Canadian students purchase classroom
materials and prepare resource kits for students
in developing countries. Additionally, Strini has
organized an annual fund-raising golf tourna-
ment to assist South African high school
graduates in pursuing post-secondary education.
Most recently, Strini has been nominated and
awarded the Order of Manitoba, which
recognizes those Manitobans who have demon-
strated excellence and achievement leading to
outstanding benefits to social, cultural or
economic well-being of Manitoba and its
residents.

Today, Strini continues his work in the
community as a member of the Manitoba School
Improvement Committee and the Social
Planning Council of Winnipeg. Mr. Speaker, in a
recent keynote address on public education,
Strini remarked that "public schools don't choose
the best, they bring the best out of students."
Strini's commitment, dedication and passion for
both the local and global community and his
work as a public school educator stand as a
testament of what the best are capable of
achieving. I fervently hope that Strini may
continue to inspire us for many more years to
come. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

National Aboriginal Day
Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.

Speaker, I rise to say a few words to recognize
that today is National Aboriginal Day. It is a day

which has been marked for the last number of
years, and indeed, my colleague when I was in
Ottawa Elijah Harper was quite instrumental in
putting in place the National Aboriginal Day that
we celebrate today. Aboriginal people play a
very important part, have a very important
position in Manitoba.

[ rise to say that there is a need for partner-
ships. There is a need for working together as we
look at developing together the future for our
province. There is a need for co-operation. There
is a need for tolerance. There is a need for all of
us to recognize that at the present time
unemployment rates among Aboriginal people
are still far too high. There is a need for all of us
to recognize that health problems among
Aboriginal people are disproportionately high as
well.

We need to work together to find solutions,
and in seeking solutions, we need to recognize
that there is traditional aboriginal knowledge
which can be important sometimes in finding
those effective solutions. As an example of the
role that Aboriginal people have played and will
continue to play in Manitoba the Government
will be presenting, we are led to believe, by July
1 their full strategy on sustainable development,
with all the component strategies that that
entails. It is very important that that strategy
presented recognizes the place of Aboriginal
people, has the context of aboriginal under-
standing and traditional knowledge, and that as
the Minister consults with his round table in
developing and bringing forward this strategy,
that it is a strategy which speaks to all of
Manitoba and for all Manitobans.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the
Minister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs
(Mr. Lemieux), that Mr. Speaker do now the
leave the Chair and the House resolve itself into
a committee to consider of the Supply to be
granted to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. Speaker: Mr. Deputy Speaker, please take
the Chair.
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COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
(Concurrent Sections)

CULTURE, HERITAGE AND TOURISM
* (14:50)

Mr. Chairperson (Harry Schellenberg):
Order, please. Will the Committee of Supply
please come to order. This afternoon, this section
of the Committee of Supply meeting in Room
254 will resume consideration of the Estimates
of the Department of Culture, Heritage and
Tourism.

At previous sittings of this committee, the
following agreements were made. It was agreed
to not pass lines 14.2.(b) Grants to Cultural
Organizations and 14.2.(c) Manitoba Arts
Council (1) Grant Assistance.

It was further agreed that once consideration
of line 2.(k)(2) was complete, the Committee
would skip ahead and consider Resolution 14.6
Capital Grants and then pass all lines and that
resolution. Is that still the will of the Committee?

Hon. Diame McGifford (Minister of Culture,
Heritage amd Tourism): Yes, Mr. Chair. |
would like to request that. and perhaps that was
in the information you read out, but I do
remember that previously we did not pass Grants
to Cultural Organizations 2.(b) and the Manitoba
Arts Council 2.(c). Since all the staff concerned
with these areas are present, it would be very
helpful if we could pass those two lines and then
we would have completed this particular section
of work, after Capital. So, after Capital, if we
could go back into those two lines, it would be
helpful.

Mrs. Louise Dacquay (Seine River): Can [ just
get clarification? [ am aware that we have not
passed those two lines and have one subsequent
question on the Arts Council, quick question,
and the other one I have no further questions.
Can you give me direction in the supplementary
book where I was questioning on 2.(k) Manitoba
Millennium Office and the project, and then you
are wanting to move to 14.3, is that correct?

Mr. Chairperson: 14.6. Capital Grants

Mrs. Dacquay: Before we proceed to 14.3.(a)-
is that correct? [interjection] 14.3.(a) Client
Services back on page 47 in the supplementary
book. Well, I am not sure how the staff wants to
handle this, but I have 30 minutes in this section.
I would like to get into Tourism because | have
people coming, and I cannot be two places at
once today. I am required to do the Multi-
culturalism and Immigration. I am critic for that
as well in the Chamber this afternoon, so they
can complete that section of the Committee of

Supply.

Some of my colleagues have questions on
tourism, so I may be moving along expe-
ditiously. I just do not want anybody to infer that
I am not interested. Had I had more time. I
would have indeed been asking probably several
questions. It is a difficult situation, so I would
like to do that. My suggestion is we go back and
quickly pass the outstanding items that were left
unpassed first, but I am open to the will of the
Chair.

Ms. McGifford: Thank you, Mr. Chair. If that
suggestion meets with your satisfaction, it is fine
with me.

Mr. Chairperson: Is that the will of the
Committee to go back and pass 2.(b) and 2.(c)?
[Agreed]

Line 2.(b) Grants to Cultural Organizations
$7.903.600—-pass.

Line 2.(c) Manitoba Arts Council (1) Grant
Assistance $8,192,300. Shall the line pass?

Mrs. Dacquay: | have just been made aware,
through the Minister's office with her press
release, that the Council has now been changed.
I think when we were on that topic, the
information had not flowed to indicate who the
new members of the Council were. I believe the
Minister indicated changes were being made,
and I had a question relative to the make-up of
the Council. I understand, and 1 see from their
qualifications, they have a very diverse
background, which appears to be very relevant
to the positions they hold on this board. My only
question is: Has the number of members on the
Council changed?
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Ms. McGifford: No, Mr. Chair, the numbers
have not changed. There is, I understand, a
requirement to maintain a full complement of
members, and I understand that is 15.

Mrs. Dacquay: Thank you.

Mr. Chairperson: Line 2.(c) Manitoba Arts
Council (1) Grant Assistance $8,192,300—pass.

If it is the will of the Committee, we will
move to 2.(k) Manitoba Millennium Office (1)
Salaries and Employee Benefits—pass; (2) Other
Expenditures. Shall the line pass?

Mrs. Dacquay: | believe that 1 had asked a
question just prior to the Committee having to be
adjourned, and I wonder if that information is
available.

Ms. McGifford: | believe that the Member had
asked for an update on the Manitoba trail or the
Manitoba portion of the Trans Canada Trail, and
I just wanted to indicate that 85 percent of the
Manitoba portion of the Trans Canada Trail has
been registered, although the physical develop-
ment of the trail is far from complete.
Obviously, the first step is registration of the
trail. Major work is needed with respect to
surface preparation, construction, upgrade of
bridges and other physical support structures to
ensure that the trail is both safe and can be used
in all seasons. Consequently, this is the reason,
of course, for the grant from the Government, in
order to look after those expenditures. I am
advised that the bulk of the Trans Canada Trail
in Manitoba will be completed in the next three
or four years, and after that the main work will,
obviously, be maintaining the trail so that people
can use it.

Mrs. Dacquay: | thank the Minister for that
response, and I have just two quick additional
questions. Has the intent of the original
application changed considerably?

Ms. McGifford: No, it has not changed, or it
has changed very little, other than the intro-
duction of the non-Trans Canada Trail portion of
trail development in the province of Manitoba,
which, as I think I made clear in my comments
to the Member yesterday, we believed, was
important in order to link portions of Manitoba

that had no access to the trail, either to link those
to the trail or to provide isolated communities,
that is to say, communities that were truly
isolated from the trail, with the opportunity of
sharing in the Manitoba Millennium Trans
Canada Trail funding.

Mrs. Dacquay: Relative to any other millen-
nium projects that are not now being recognized
under this appropriation of the Manitoba
Millennium Office, are there any other areas of
potential grant funding that some of these groups
that had made application for could apply to?

Ms. McGifford: Mr. Chair, what we have done
is make referrals to our existing programs, and
when we move on to the next section, we will
be, of course, dealing with those existing pro-
grams. Community Places, for example.

Mrs. Dacquay: Mr. Chair, one subsequent
question: Has the issue of signage been
resolved? I have read some articles relative to
concerns expressed about not being able to
adequately sign them.

Ms. McGifford: I think the issue of signage has
been well resolved. We will have both trail
markers and trail signs. We have set aside, for
pavilions and trail markers, the sum of $360,000,
and for interpretative materials and trail signs,
the sum of $270,000. I think I mentioned
yesterday that there is a project management so
that this issue will be well addressed, Mr. Chair.

Mrs. Dacquay: Mr. Chair, I have no further
questions on this section.

Mr. Chairperson: Line 2.(k) Manitoba Millen-
nium Office (2) Other Expenditures—pass.

Resolution 14.2: RESOLVED that there be
granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding
$32,178,800 for Culture, Heritage and Tourism,
Culture, Heritage and Recreation Programs, for
the fiscal year ending the 31st day of March,
2001.

Resolution agreed to.

Mrs. Dacquay: I thought we were now jumping
to the Capital Grants?
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Mr. Chairperson: [ just want to inform the
Member for Seine River that we are trying to
pass a resolution for 14.2. Just to sum it up.

Mrs. Dacquay: Oh, I am sorry.
Mr. Chairperson: It is just a final statement.

Mrs. Dacquay: Okay. [ apologize.

Mr. Chairperson: [ will read the Resolution
14.2 for from A to K. It is a final statement.

Resolution 14.2: RESOLVED that there be
granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding
$32,178,800 for Culture, Heritage and Tourism,
Culture, Heritage and Recreation programs, for
the fiscal year ending the 31st day of March,
2001. Shall the resolution pass?

* (15:00)

Mrs. Dacquay: This is the proceduralist coming
out in me. Why is Tourism mentioned in the
motion when we have not even dealt with
Tourism? I hope that the amount for Tourism is
not included in that final total.

Mr. Chairperson: I would like to inform the
Member for Seine River we are just passing
Culture, Heritage and Recreation programs,
which is part of the overall department.

Mrs. Dacquay: I thought I heard Tourism. I am
sure | did.

Mr. Chairperson: Shall the resolution pass?
The resolution is accordingly passed.

It was agreed upon that we should skip
ahead and consider Resolution 14.6 Capital
Grants and then pass all lines in that resolution.
Is that still the will of the Committee? [4greed]

14.6. Capital Grants (a) Cultural Organiza-
tions $1,880,900. Shall the line pass?

Mrs. Dacquay: Could the Minister please
identify the organizations that are getting the
majority of the capital funding? They probably
have a very extensive list. I do not need to know
100-and-some organizations. I am just more

interested in knowing which organizations are
getting the larger amount of capital.

Ms. McGifford: Mr. Chair, I do want to point
out that the organizations may change from year
to year because Grants to Cultural Organizations
is the granting line that looks after repairs and
maintenance of buildings. So it really depends
on the state of the building.

This year, [ could point out that the
Manitoba Centennial Centre Corporation is
receiving just under three-quarters of a million
dollars. That is for repairs to the cladding at the
museum. The Winnipeg Art Gallery is receiving
approximately $140,000.

[ am sorry. Did I say that the Centennial
Centre was getting $766,000. Oh, okay, I was
accurate then. | just thought I caught myself up.

The Winnipeg Art Gallery, $140,000, and
this is basically for a chiller, which is really
necessary to preserve the quality of the art in
case there is a mechanical failure with the one
chiller that is there. I believe the whole problem
has been exacerbated by the fact that Freon is no
longer used as a coolant, so this requires some
modifications.

The Western Manitoba Centennial Audi-
torium in Brandon, which has in the past
received monies under this program, this year is
apparently not receiving money. Presumably it
does not need money because its final year of a
$1.2-million capital project was 1999-2000.

Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain is
receiving $71,000 for emergency roof repairs.
The Manitoba Theatre Centre is receiving about
$829,000. This is the third year of a five-year,
$2-million commitment to upgrade the facility.
This year's projects include the replacement of
the seats of the warehouse—those of you who sat
in them lately understand why-and the
installation in the warehouse, as well, of a
handicapped-accessible elevator. Then we have a
small sum of money, $75,000, that is maintained
for critical repair or capital. So that would
explain the grant for this year.

Mrs. Dacquay: If I interpret the Minister's
comments correctly, certain ones are given
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consideration, but do they do that vis-a-vis
applying on a yearly basis for their capital grant?

Ms. McGifford: Capital Grants is part of the
Estimates process and it is viewed and
recommendations are made by the Department.
Then these go forward to Treasury Board and
Treasury Board makes decisions as well.

Mrs. Dacquay: How is it initiated by the actual
organization? They actually submit a proposal or
a need and then the decision is made based on
the global amount which organizations will be
the beneficiaries of some of the funding based
on priorities?

Ms. McGifford: We ask our provincially funded
organizations to submit multiyear plans and then
they are reviewed on a yearly basis. I might also
add that most of the organizations come to visit
the Minister to remind the Minister that they
need money.

Mrs. Dacquay: Can [ just ask for clarification? I
know there is $22.5 million difference between
year over year and there was a recoverable from
Capital Initiatives. Can the Minister explain that,
please?

Ms. McGifford: The difference can be
explained because last year there was $1 million
for the Betel museum in Gimli. There was half a
million for the air training museum in Brandon,
and the college federation, that is the Mennonite
College, $1 million. So those were the costs that
the Member is referring to, and they are now
completed. They were extraordinary or one-time
funding.

Mrs. Dacquay: I thank the Minister for that. I
want to move now to Heritage Buildings. I
assume the awarding of the grants is done in
much the same manner as it is for the cultural
organizations. s that correct?

Mr. Chairperson: I think we are ready to pass
line 6.

6. Capital Grants (a) Cultural Organizations
$1,880,900—pass; (b) Heritage Buildings
$300,000. Shall the line pass?

Mrs. Dacquay: Does the Chair wish me to
repeat my question?

Ms. McGifford: I am sorry. The Member was
asking me a question about who can apply.

Mrs. Dacquay: Is the awarding of the grants
done on a comparable basis for Capital Grants as
it is done for the Cultural Organizations based
on need and prioritized, I guess, based on
urgency?

Ms. McGifford: It is an application process
once a year. The monies are available to owners
and lessees of provincial and municipally
designated heritage buildings. The monies are
available to undertake work related to the
preservation of the building.

Mrs. Dacquay: I have no further questions on
that line.

Mr. Chairperson: Line 6.(b) Heritage Buildings
$300,000—pass; (c) Community Places Program
$2,525,000. Shall the line pass?

Mrs. Dacquay: I see the application forms have
not changed from one year to another. My
question is: Are there going to be two intakes
this year, and when do you expect that the
applicants will be notified if their application has
been approved or not?

*(15:'10)

Ms. McGifford: There has only been one
application deadline for several years now. The
application deadline for this year was May 1.
Staff are very busily working on applications.
We will notify the applicants just as soon as
possible. So, in due course.

Mrs. Dacquay: Does the Minister have any idea
of time lines? Are we talking the end of June,
middle of July, end of July? -

Ms. McGifford: As soon as the process has
been completed. I cannot imagine it would be as
late as the end of July, no.

Mrs. Dacquay: Is the Minister able to indicate
whether the quantity of applications is reason-
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ably comparable to past years or whether there
was an increase in applications?

Ms. McGifford: Staff indicate to me that the
numbers of applicants are more or less constant
with the numbers that we have been used to in
the past years.

Mrs. Dacquay: The same criterion for
approvals, are they being applied the same as in
past years?

Ms. McGifford: The only possible difference is
that this year we will give slightly more weight
to those projects that are related to children and
youth. This, of course, is in keeping with the
Government's Healthy Child Initiative.

Mrs. Dacquay: As long as the project is going
to be utilized by youth, is that the premise of the
criterion? Is that what the Minister is implying?

Ms. McGifford: Yes. If it is for—and I give this
only as an example—a play structure for children,
for example, would be one example of an
organization that | would consider. Well, we do
have some adults on play structures, but they are
usually parents.

Mrs. Dacquay: That was going to be my
question. If that was the type of an application
that would receive priority over. I guess I have
one concern then relative to a change in the
criterion. I know that a number of seniors groups
make application for their facilities for up-
grading. If it is involving primarily children and
youth, what other source of funding would they
have that they could access?

Ms. McGifford: 1 do not mean to imply that
there was any change in any criteria. There was
an extra criterion added, so there is no
disallowing seniors nor will projects related to
seniors be discredited in any way. In fact, |
would like to assure the Member that as the
Minister for Seniors I am very concerned with
seniors. | think that from time to time we tend to
forget the needs of seniors, so 1 would like to
assure the Member that we will not forget them.

Mrs. Dacquay: | have no further questions.

Mr. Chairperson: Line 6.(c) Community Places
Program $2,525,000—pass; (d) Less: Recover-
able from Capital Initiatives. Shall the line pass?

Mr. Mervin Tweed (Turtle Mountain): Can
the Minister just advise us what that recovery
was in last year's budget?

Mrs. Dacquay: I write so quickly that I did not
write down the actual project. I have got the
three amounts. There were two for 1 million and
one for $500,000. I think one was the Aviation
Museum, if memory serves me correctly, but, for
the benefit of my colleague, could you just
identify what the actual projects were?

Ms. McGifford: Yes, | am pleased to identify
the three. It is the Betel Heritage centre at Gimli,
$1 million; the Commonwealth Air Training
Plan Museum at Brandon for $500,000; and the
Mennonite College Federation, and the cost to
government was $1 million.

Mr. Tweed: Then am I to understand that there
are no recoverables in this year's budget?

Ms. McGifford: That is correct.

Mr. Tweed: Is that common? Was last year just
a unusual circumstance, or is it something that
has been carried forward?

Ms. McGifford: | understand that occurs when
there is one-iime funding in a fiscal year, as
these three projects were one-time funding.

Mr. Tweed: So, then, the $2.5 million amounts
to what was recovered from those projects, that
the money was put out in advance and then
recovered after the fact.

Ms. McGifford: Mr. Chair, | am advised that
the previous government established a Capital
Initiatives pot of money which was in the
Department of Finance, and then various
departments delivered projects and recovered the
money from the Capital Initiatives pot in
Finance and that that particular way of
administrating government, or managing, has
been discontinued.
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Mr. Chairperson: Line 14.6. Capital Grants (d)
Less: Recoverable from Capital Initiatives—pass.

Resolution 14.6: RESOLVED that there be
granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding
$4,705,900 for Culture, Heritage and Tourism,
Capital Grants, for the fiscal year ending the 31st
day of March, 2001.

Resolution agreed to.

If it is the will of the Committee, we will
turn to page 53 in our Main Estimates book,
Resolution 14.3. Information Resources (a)
Client Services (1) Salaries and Employee
Benefits $2,438,100. Shall the line pass?

Mrs. Dacquay: [ understand communication
services is the focus of this branch. Is that
correct?

Ms. McGifford: Yes, Mr. Chair, that is quite
correct.

Mrs. Dacquay: Is it a correct assumption that
the change year over year in the Salaries lines
are attributable to either reclassifications or merit
increases?

Ms. McGifford: Yes, Mr.
accurate.

Chair, that is

Mr. Tweed: Can | ask the Minister who the
managers are of that department?

Ms. McGifford: Yes, Mr. Chair, and forgive my
rudeness. I should have introduced Cindy
Stevens, who is the Executive Director of this
department. I am sorry that I did not. Also,
sitting behind Dave Patton is Gordon Dodds,
who is the Provincial Archivist.

* (15:20)

Mr. Tweed: Mr. Chairman, it highlights that
there are 46 full-time employees. Is that
currently full, or are there any vacancies in that
department?

Ms. McGifford: [ understand that at the
moment there is one vacancy.

Mr. Tweed: On October 5, when you became
the Minister responsible for this, were there
more vacancies or was there one vacancy at that
time?

Ms. McGifford: I am advised that at that time
there were three vacancies.

Mrs. Dacquay: | am just informing the
Committee that [ wish to be excused for approxi-
mately 20 to 30 minutes. My colleagues will
continue the questioning on these lines. I have
delegated passing authority to my colleagues for
some of these until we get to Tourism. I will
return.

Mr. Chairperson: We thank the Member for
Seine River.

14.3.(a) Client Services (1) Salaries and
Employee Benefits $2,438,100—pass; (2) Other
Expenditures $293,600. Shall the line pass?

Mr. Tweed: Under Supplies and Services, the
increase, is that due to the amalgamation of the
departments?

Ms. McGifford: No, Mr. Chair, it is not to do
with the amalgamation of departments. It is to do
with desktop management and changes from the
provincial data network. The costs have
increased by $11,000 from last year.

Mr. Chairperson: 3.(a)(2) Other Expenditures
$293,600—pass; (3) Public Sector Advertising
$2,384,100.

Mr. Tweed: It may be in the detail somewhere,
but can the Minister just advise us as to what
that would include?

Ms. McGifford: The recoverable from
departments, I am advised, includes the payment
of all media advertising, including career
advertising and advertising in newspapers. The
Department pays that money and then recovers it
from the appropriate department.

Mr. Tweed: | think we are on Public Sector
Advertising for 2.3. Is that all the government
advertising? Does that come through that office?
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Ms. McGifford: Yes, we pay it under line
3.(a)(3), Public Sector Advertising. Then we
recover it under line 4.

Mr. Tweed: Merely a question then: Does it act
as a profitable organization in the sense that your
recoverables are higher than your actual
advertising costs?

Ms. McGifford: We charge a modest brokerage
fee for our labours.

Mr. Chairperson: 3.(a) Client Services (3