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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
PRESENTING PETITIONS

Gaming Licences

Mr. Jim Penner (Steinbach): I beg to present,
Mr. Speaker, the petition of Brenda Lesage,
Tessa Fehler, David Klassen and others praying
that the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba urge
the Government to hold plebiscites in affected
communities before any new gaming licences
are issued in the province of Manitoba.

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): Mr.
Speaker, I beg to present the petition of Ron
Phelps, Gerry Langhon, Richard Paetkau and
others praying that the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba urge the Government to consider
holding plebiscites in affected communities
before any new gaming licences are issued in the
province of Manitoba.

Bill 12—-The Public Schools Amendment Act

Mrs. Joy Smith (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, |
beg to present the petition of Juliana Cameron,
George McCall, Carol McCall and others
praying that the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba request that the Minister of Education
(Mr. Caldwell) withdraw Bill 12, The Public
Schools Amendment Act.

READING AND RECEIVING PETITIONS
Bill 12—-The Public Schools Amendment Act

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Fort
Whyte (Mr. Loewen), 1 have reviewed the
petition. It complies with the rules and practices
of the House. Is it the will of the House to have
the petition read? [Agreed]

Will the Clerk please read.

Madam Clerk (Patricia Chaychuk): To the
Legislature of the Province of Manitoba.

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the
province of Manitoba humbly sheweth:

THAT home education is a viable alternative to
public education; and

THAT Bill 12 gives undefined powers to the
Minister of Education which could adversely
affect the rights of the family; and

THAT the convictions of parents/guardians are
not recognized and openly supported; and

THAT the home-school organizations have not
been consulted regarding the best method of
facilitating the freedom and effectiveness of
home-school families; and

THAT new policies and regulations have already
come into existence with the apparent
anticipation of Bill 12 being passed, which home
educators find to be intrusive and intimidating in
nature and which potentially reduces the
freedoms of home-school parents; and

THAT Bill 12 fails to provide a mechanism of
appeal for home-school families other than the
courts.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS HUM-
BLY PRAY THAT the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba request that the Minister of Education
and Training withdraw Bill 12, The Public
Schools Amendment Act.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for
Pembina (Mr. Dyck), 1 have reviewed the
petition. It complies with the rules and practices
of the House. Is it the will of the House to have
the petition read?

An Honourable Member: Dispense.
Mr. Speaker: Dispense.

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the
province of Manitoba humbly sheweth:
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THAT home education is a viable alternative to
public education; and

THAT Bill 12 gives undefined powers to the
Minister of Education which could adversely
affect the rights of the family, and

THAT the convictions of parents/guardians are
not recognized and openly supported, and

THAT the home-school organizations have not
been consulted regarding the best method of
facilitating the freedom and effectiveness of
home-school families, and

THAT new policies and regulations have already
come into existence with the apparent
anticipation of Bill 12 being passed, which home
educators find to be intrusive and intimidating in
nature and which potentially reduces the
Jfreedoms of home-school parents; and

THAT Bill 12 fails to provide a mechanism of
appeal for home-school families other than the
courts.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS HUMBLY
PRAY THAT the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba request that the Minister of Education
and Training withdraw Bill 12, The Public
Schools Amendment Act.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for
Springfield (Mr. Schuler), I have reviewed the
petition, and it complies with the rules and
practices of the House. Is it the will of the House
to have the petition read?

Some Honourable Members: Dispense.
Mr. Speaker: Dispense.

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the
province of Manitoba humbly sheweth:

THAT home education is a viable alternative to
public education; and

THAT Bill 12 gives undefined powers to the
Minister of Education which could adversely
affect the rights of the family; and

THAT the convictions of parents/guardians are
not recognized and openly supported; and

THAT the home-school organizations have not
been consulted regarding the best method of
Jacilitating the freedom and effectiveness of
home-school families; and

THAT new policies and regulations have already
come into existence with the apparent antici-
pation of Bill 12 being passed, which home
educators find to be intrusive and intimidating in
nature and which potentially reduces the
Jfreedoms of home-school parents; and

THAT Bill 12 fails to provide a mechanism of
appeal for home-school families other than the
courts.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS HUMBLY
PRAY THAT the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba request that the Minister of Education
and Training withdraw Bill 12, The Public
Schools Amendment Act.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for
Southdale (Mr. Reimer), I have reviewed the
petition and it complies with the rules and
practices of the House. Is it the will of the House
to have the petition read?

Some Honourable Members: Dispense.
Mr. Speaker: Dispense.

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the
province of Manitoba humbly sheweth:

THAT home education is a viable alternative to
public education; and

THAT Bill 12 gives undefined powers to the
Minister of Education which could adversely
affect the rights of the family; and

THAT the convictions of parents/guardians are
not recognized and openly supported; and

THAT the home-school organizations have not
been consulted regarding the best method of
facilitating the freedom and effectiveness of
home-school families, and
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THAT new policies and regulations have already
come into existence with the apparent antici-
pation of Bill 12 being passed, which home
educators find to be intrusive and intimidating in
nature and which potentially reduces the
Jfreedoms of home-school parents; and

THAT Bill 12 fails to provide a mechanism of
appeal for home-school families other than the
courts.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS HUMBLY
PRAY THAT the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba request that the Minister of Education
and Training withdraw Bill 12, The Public
Schools Amendment Act.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for
Charleswood (Mrs. Driedger), pursuant to
authorities and practices of the House, I now
report that I have examined the petition and find
the petitioners have not complied with the
authorities and practices in the following respect.
According to our Rule 94(8), no petition shall be
received if it prays for any expenditure, grant or
charge on the public review whether payable out
of the consolidated fund or out of monies to be

providled to the Assembly. Therefore—
[interjection]
* (13:35)

This particular petition is in order. I have
reviewed the petition. It complies with the rules
and practices of the House. Is it the will of the
House to have the petition read?

Some Honourable Members: Dispense.
Mr. Speaker: Dispense.

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the
province of Manitoba humbly sheweth.

THAT home education is a viable alternative to
public education; and

THAT Bill 12 gives undefined powers to the
Minister of Education which could adversely
affect the rights of the family, and

THAT the convictions of parents/guardians are
not recognized and openly supported; and

THAT the home-school organizations have not
been consulted regarding the best method of
Jacilitating the freedom and effectiveness of
home-school families; and

THAT new policies and regulations have already
come into existence with the apparent antici-
pation of Bill 12 being passed, which home
educators find to be intrusive and intimidating in
nature and which potentially reduces the
freedoms of home-school parents; and

THAT Bill 12 fails to provide a mechanism of
appeal for home-school families other than the
courts.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS HUMBLY
PRAY THAT the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba request that the Minister of Education
and Training withdraw Bill 12, The Public
Schools Amendment Act.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for
Portage la Prairie (Mr. Faurschou), I have
reviewed the petition, and it complies with the
rules and practices of the House. Is it the will of
the House to have the petitionread? [Agreed]

The Clerk please read.

Madam Clerk: To the Legislature of the Pro-
vince of Manitoba

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the
province of Manitoba humbly sheweth:

THAT home education is a viable alternative to
public education; and

THAT Bill 12 gives undefined powers to the
Minister of Education which could adversely
affect the rights of the family; and

THAT the convictions of parents/guardians are
not recognized and openly supported; and

THAT the home-school organizations have not
been consulted regarding the best method of
facilitating the freedom and effectiveness of
home-school families; and

THAT new policies and regulations have already
come into existence with the apparent
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anticipation of Bill 12 being passed, which home
educators find to be intrusive and intimidating in
nature and which potentially reduces the free-
doms of home-school parents; and

THAT Bill 12 fails to provide a mechanism of
appeal for home-school families other than the
courts.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS HUM-
BLY PRAY THAT the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba request that the Minister of Education
and Training withdraw Bill 12, The Public
Schools Amendment Act.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Fort
Garry (Mrs. Smith), I have reviewed the petition.
It complies with the rules and practices of the
House. Is it the will of the House to have the
petition read? [Agreed]

Would the Clerk please read.

Madam Clerk: To the Legislature of the Pro-
vince of Manitoba

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the
province of Manitoba humbly sheweth:

THAT home education is a viable alternative to
public education; and

THAT Bill 12 gives undefined powers to the
Minister of Education which could adversely
affect the rights of the family; and

THAT the convictions of parents/guardians are
not recognized and openly supported; and

THAT the home-school organizations have not
been consulted regarding the best method of
facilitating the freedom and effectiveness of
home-school families; and

THAT new policies and regulations have already
come into existence with the apparent antici-
pation of Bill 12 being passed, which home
educators find to be intrusive and intimidating in
nature and which potentially reduces the
freedoms of home-school parents; and

THAT Bill 12 fails to provide a mechanism of
appeal for home-school families other than the
courts.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS HUM-
BLY PRAY THAT the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba request that the Minister of Education
and Training withdraw Bill 12, The Public
Schools Amendment Act.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for
Lakeside (Mr. Enns), I have reviewed the
petition and it complies with the rules and
practices of the House. Is it the will of the House
to have the petition read?

An Honourable Member: Dispense.
Mr. Speaker: Dispense.

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the
province of Manitoba humbly sheweth:

THAT home education is a viable alternative to
public education; and

THAT Bill 12 gives undefined powers to the
Minister of Education which could adversely
affect the rights of the family, and

THAT the convictions of parents/guardians are
not recognized and openly supported; and

THAT the home-school organizations have not
been consulted regarding the best method of
facilitating the freedom and effectiveness of
home-school families; and

THAT new policies and regulations have already
come into existence with the apparent antici-
pation of Bill 12 being passed, which home
educators find to be intrusive and intimidating in
nature and which potentially reduces the
freedoms of home-school parents; and

THAT Bill 12 fails to provide a mechanism of
appeal for home-school families other than the
courts,

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS HUMBLY
PRAY THAT the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba request that the Minister of Education
and Training withdraw Bill 12, The Public
Schools Amendment Act.

* (13:40)

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for
Carman (Mr. Rocan), I have reviewed the
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petition and it complies with the rules and
practices of the House. Is it the will of the House
to have the petition read?

An Honourable Member: Dispense.
Mr. Speaker: Dispense.

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the
province of Manitoba humbly sheweth:

THAT home education is a viable alternative to
public education; and

THAT Bill 12 gives undefined powers to the
Minister of Education which could adversely
affect the rights of the family, and

THAT the convictions of parents/guardians are
not recognized and openly supported; and

THAT the home-school organizations have not
been consulted regarding the best method of
facilitating the freedom and effectiveness of
home-school families; and

THAT new policies and regulations have already
come into existence with the apparent antici-
pation of Bill 12 being passed, which home
educators find to be intrusive and intimidating in
nature and which potentially reduces the
freedoms of home-school parents; and

THAT Bill 12 fails to provide a mechanism of
appeal for home-school families other than the
courts.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS HUMBLY
PRAY THAT the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba request that the Minister of Education
and Training withdraw Bill 12, The Public
Schools Amendment Act.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Mr. Daryl Reid (Chairperson of the Standing
Committee on Industrial Relations): Mr.
Speaker, I wonder if you might canvass the
House to see if I might have leave to introduce
the Third Report of the Industrial Relations
Committee.

Mr. Speaker: Does the Honourable Member
have leave to introduce the Third Report of the
Industrial Relations?

An Honourable Member: Not yet.

Mr. Speaker: The Member does not have leave.
Leave has been denied.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS
Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting Co.

Hon. Becky Barrett (Minister of Labour): Mr.
Speaker, I have a statement for the House.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today with tragic news.
Sadly I must inform the House of the death of
Steve Ewing last night. Mr. Ewing was one of
the four workers critically injured following an
explosion at Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting
on August 8. I am sure the members of this
Assembly will join me in expressing our
heartfelt sympathies to Mr. Ewing's family,
friends and co-workers. We wish them strength
and endurance during this difficult time.

Three of the twelve workers who were
injured in the accident remain in critical
condition, and we continue to hope for the best
possible outcome for them and their families. On
behalf of all of us in the Chamber, I want to
express our appreciation to all the health care
and emergency workers who responded to the
accident, cared for Mr. Ewing, and are
continuing to take care of his co-workers.

I know this incident has been a terrible
shock to the community. The death of a young
man in a workplace accident is a tragedy felt by
all of us. In Flin Flon, workers and their families
are struggling to deal with the trauma left by this
accident. With the support of their neighbours
and the community at large, may they soon be
granted peace and healing.

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (Interim Leader of
the Official Opposition): Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Minister for the statement. I know all of us in
our caucus want to join with all members of the
Legislature, all members of our Manitoba
community as we express our deep felt
sympathy for the family of Steve Ewing, for his
relatives, his friends and his co-workers that
have been impacted in a very significant way as
a result of this untimely death.



5240

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

August 17, 2000

We do know that there are still families that
are dealing with the issues of critically ill loved
ones and friends, and our thoughts and prayers
are with them also today as they continue to live
through this tragedy.

We do want to add, too, our thanks to all of
those that have been involved in any way in the
issues that have faced many, whether they be
trying to deal with the clean-up or deal with
those that have been severely impacted. We want
to join and ensure that we continue to hold out
hope for those that are still suffering through this
tragic incident. Thank you.

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): I ask for
leave to comment on the Minister's statement.

Some Honourable Members: Leave.
Mr. Speaker: Leave has been granted.

Mr. Gerrard: | join with all the rest of the
colleagues in the Legislature in expressing
sympathy for the family of Steve Ewing and the
relatives. It has been a terrible tragedy. We hope
for the best for the three who remain in critical
condition. We are thankful for those who have
worked so hard on their behalf to provide help to
all those who were injured in any way in the
accident.

It is an opportunity to dedicate ourselves to
better safety in all our workplaces in Manitoba,
and I think it comes at a poignant moment
because on the other side of the globe there are
many individuals under the sea in a submarine.
We are all praying and hoping for their well-
being as well.

TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Diane McGifford (Minister of Culture,
Heritage and Tourism): I am pleased today to
table the Annual Report of Le Centre Culturel
Franco-Manitobain for the year 1999-2000.

* % %

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Is there leave of the House to revert to
Presenting Reports by Standing and Special
Committees, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Speaker: Is there leave of the House to
revert back to Presenting Reports by Standing
and Special Committees? [Agreed]

PRESENTING REPORTS BY
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Standing Committee on Industrial Relations
Third Report

Mr. Daryl Reid (Chairperson of the Standing
Committee on Industrial Relations): Mr.
Speaker, I am wondering whether or not you
would canvass the House to determine whether
or not | have leave to introduce the Third Report
of the Industrial Relations Committee.

Mr. Speaker: Does the Honourable Member
have leave to introduce the report for the
Industrial Relations Committee? [Agreed]

*(13:45)

Mr. Reid: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thanks
to members of the House. I beg to present the
Third Report of the Committee on Industrial
Relations.

Madam Clerk (Patricia Chaychuk): Your
Standing Committee on Industrial Relations
presents—

An Honourable Member: Dispense.

Your Standing Committee on Industrial Rela-
tions presents the following as its Third Report.

Your committee met on Monday, August 14,
2000, at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, August 15, 2000, at
10 a.m., Tuesday, August 15, 2000, at 6:30 p.m.,
and Wednesday, August 16, 2000, at 3 p.m. in
Room 255 of the Legislative Building to consider
bills referred.

At the Monday, August 14, 2000, at 6:30 p.m.
meeting, Mr. Smith (Brandon West) moved that
time allowed be 15 minutes for presentations, 5
minutes for questions. The motion was agreed to.

At the Tuesday, August 15, 2000, at 6:30 p.m.
meeting, Mr. Smith (Brandon West) moved that
the committee sits until all presentations are
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the committee sits until all presentations are
complete. The motion was agreed to on a
counted vote.

At that meeting, Hon. Mr. Sale moved whereas
all registered presenters have been heard, |
move that public presentations on the Bill 44
now be concluded. The motion was agreed to on
a counted vote (yeas 6, nays 4).

At the Monday, August 14, 2000, at 6:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, August 15, 2000, at 10 a.m., and
Tuesday, August 15, 2000, at 6:30 p.m.
meetings, your committee heard representation
on bills as follows:

Bill 18-The Labour Relations Amendment Act;
Loi modifiant la Loi sur les relations du travail

Roger Cameron — Railway Association of
Canada

Gordon Peters — CANDO Contracting

Doug Oschewski — Canadian Autoworkers
Union

Wendy Sol — Communications. Energy and
Paperworkers Union Canada

Al Cerilli — Manitoba Federation of Union
Retirees

Rob Hilliard — Manitoba Federation of Labour

Bill 44-The Labour Relations Amendment Act
(2); Loi no 2 modifiant la Loi sur les relations
du travail

Gordon Peters — CANDO Contracting,

Joyce Reynolds - Canadian Restaurant
Association,

Jan Speelman — Manitoba Teacher's Society,
Roy Eyjolfson — Seagram Company Limited,
Gimli,

Heather Ostop — Private Citizen,

Peter Woolford — Retail Council of Canada and
Retail Merchants Association of Manitoba,
Robert Desjarlais — United Steel Workers Union
Local 6166,

Sidney Green — Private Citizen,

Irene Merie and Murray Siegler — Winnipeg
Chamber of Commerce,

Rob Hilliard — Manitoba Federation of Labour,
Jim Carr — Business Council of Manitoba,
Candace Bishoff — Manitoba Employers
Council,

Dan Overall - Manitoba
Commerce,

Edward Huebert — Mining Association of
Manitoba,

Brenda Andre — Perkins Family Restaurants,
Terry Cooper — Manitoba Association of School
Trustees,

Jim Baker — Manitoba Hotel Association,

Paul Moist — Canadian Union of Public

Chambers of

Employees,

Dan Kelly — Canadian Federation of
Independent Business,

Peter Wightman — Construction Labour

Relations Association of Manitoba,

Bernard Christophe — United Food and
Commercial Workers Union Local 832,

Colin Robinson — Private Citizen,

Randy Porter — Portage Labour Council,

Chris Christenson — South Eastern Manitoba
Labour Council,

Grant Ogonowski — Private Citizen,

Roland Boisvert — Manitoba French Chamber of
Commerce,

Ron  Hambly -
Association,
George Floresco — Canadian Union of Postal
Workers,

David Condon — Canadian Union of Postal
Workers — Prairie Region,

Brian Short - International Association of
Machinists and Aero Space Workers,

Grant Mitchell — Private Citizen,

George Fraser — Manitoba Home Builders
Association,

Maureen Hancharyk — Manitoba Nurses' Union,
James Hogaboam — Delivery Drivers Alliance of
Manitoba,

Kenneth Emberly — Citizens for Democracy and
Less Poverty,

Darlene Dziewit — Private Citizen,

Julie Sheeska — Private Citizen,

Joy Ducharme — Private Citizen,

Alice Ennis — Private Citizen,

Kelly Gaspur — Private Citizen,

Colin Trigwell — Private Citizen,

Graham Starmer — Coadlition of Manitoba
Businesses,

Gerry Roxas — Communications, Energy and
Paper Workers Union of Canada Local 830,
Dale Paterson — Canadian Auto Workers,

Maria Soares — Union of Needle Trades,
Industrial and Textile Employees Local 459,

Neal Curry — Westland Plastics Ltd.,

Winnipeg  Construction
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Bob Dolyniuk — Manitoba Truckers Association,
Lydia Kubrakovich and Krishna Lalbiharie —
Canadian Federation of Students,

Todd Scarth — Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives,

Albert Cerilli — Manitoba Federation of Union
Retirees,

Peter Olfert — Manitoba Government Employees
Union,

John Godard — Private Citizen,

Mario M. Javier — Private Citizen,

Thomas Novak and Margot Lavoie-Manitoba
Oblates — Justice and Peace Committee,

Larry McIntosh — Private Citizen,

David Newman — Private Citizen,

Rod Giesbrecht — Private Citizen,

Robert D. Ziegler — Private Citizen,

Written Submissions:

Bill 44—-The Labour Relations Amendment Act
(2); Loi no 2 modifiant la Loi sur les relations
du travail

Bryan Walton — Canadian Council Of Grocery
Distributors

Keith McDougall — Canadian Federation Of
Independent Grocers

Shirley Canty — Manitoba Motor Dealers
Association

Jonas Sammons — Alliance of Manufacturers
and Exporters Canada

llene Lecker — Private Citizen

George Bergen — Private Citizen

United Steel Workers of America

Bob Stevens — Manitoba Restaurant Association
David Martin — Manitoba Building Trades
Council

Ron Teeple — Brandon District Labour Council

Your committee has considered:

Bill 18-The Labour Relations Amendment Act;
Loi modifiant la Loi sur les relations du travail

and has agreed to report the same, without
amendment, on a counted vote (yeas 6, nays 3).

Your committee has also considered:
Bill 44 — The Labour Relations Amendment Act

(2); Loi no 2 modifiant la Loi sur les relations
du travail

and has agreed to report the same with the
Jfollowing amendments, on a counted vote (yeas
6, nays 4):

MOTION:

THAT section 3 of the Bill be replaced by the
Jfollowing.

3 Subsection 12(2) is amended by striking out
everything after "employee" and substituting
"was because of conduct of the employee that
was related to the strike or lockout and resulted
in a conviction for an offence under the Criminal
Code (Canada) and, in the opinion of the board,
would be just cause for dismissal of the
employee even in the context of a strike or
lockout.”

MOTION:

THAT the proposed subsection 40(1), as set out
in subsection 6(1) of the Bill, be amended by
striking out everything before item 1 and
substituting the following:

Certification, representation vote, or dismissal
40(1) Subject to this Part, when the board
receives an application for certification and is
satisfied that the employees were not subject to
intimidation, fraud, coercion or threat and that
their wishes for union representation were
expressed freely as required by section 45, the
board shall do the following when it receives an
application for certification:

MOTION:
THAT the proposed clause 69(1)(b), as set out in

subsection 10(1) of the Bill, be struck out and
the following substituted:

(b) in the case of the construction industry, of
the members of the union in the craft unit;

MOTION:

THAT section 23 of the Bill be replaced with the
Jfollowing:

23 The following is added after section 87:
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SETTLEMENT OF SUBSEQUENT
AGREEMENTS

Dispute about subsequent agreements
87.1(1) Where a collective agreement has
expired and a strike or lockout has commenced,
the employer or the bargaining agent for a unit
may apply in writing to the board to settle the
provisions of a collective agreement if

(a) at least 60 days have elapsed since the strike
or lockout commenced;

(b) the parties have attempted to conclude a new
collective agreement with the assistance of a
conciliation officer or mediator for at least 30
days during the period of the strike or lockout;
and

(c) the parties have not concluded a new
collective agreement.

Notice
87.1(2) The board shall promptly notify the
parties when it receives an application.

Board to determine if good faith bargaining
87.1(3) On receiving an application, the board
shall inquire into negotiations between the
parties and determine

(a) whether or not they are bargaining in good
Jaith in accordance with subsection 63(1); and

(b) whether or not they are likely to conclude a
collective agreement within 30 days if they
continue bargaining.

Discretion of board

87.1(4) The board may delay making a deter-
mination under subsection (3) until it is satisfied
that the party making the application has
bargained sufficiently and seriously with respect
to those provisions of the collective agreement
that are in dispute between the parties.

No settlement if good faith bargaining and
agreement is likely

87.2(1) If the board finds under subsection
87.1(3) that the parties are bargaining in good
faith and are likely to conclude a collective
agreement within 30 days if they continue
bargaining, it shall decline to settle the pro-

visions of a collective agreement between them
and notify them of that fact. The board may,
however, appoint a board representative, or
request the minister to appoint a conciliation
officer, to confer with the parties to assist them
in settling the provisions of a collective
agreement.

New application if no agreement within further
30 days

87.2(2) If 30 days have elapsed since notice was
given under subsection (1) and the parties have
Jailed to conclude a collective agreement, either
party may make a new application to the board
under subsection 87.1(1).

Settlement

87.3(1) If the board finds under subsection
87.1(3) that a party is not bargaining in good
faith, or that the parties are bargaining in good
faith but are unlikely to conclude a collective
agreement within 30 days if they continue
bargaining,

(a) the employees shall immediately terminate
the strike, or the employer shall immediately
terminate the lockout;

(b) the employer shall reinstate the employees as
provided for in subsection 87(5); and

(c) the provisions of a collective agreement
between the parties shall be settled

(i) by an arbitrator, if the parties serve a notice
of their wish for arbitration under subsection
(2), or

(ii) by the board within 90 days of its finding, in
any other case.

Arbitration

87.3(2) Within 10 days after a finding by the
board that a party is not bargaining in good
faith, or that the parties are bargaining in good
faith but are unlikely to conclude a collective
agreement through further bargaining, the
employer and the bargaining agent may serve a
notice on the board stating that they wish to
have the collective agreement settled by
arbitration. The notice must name a person who
has agreed to act as arbitrator.
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Arbitrator to settle collective agreement

87.3(3) The arbitrator shall settle the provisions
of the collective agreement within 60 days after
notice is served on the board under subsection

(2).

Arbitration provisions of this Act apply

87.3(4) The provisions of this Act respecting
arbitration apply, with necessary modifications,
to an arbitrator acting under this section.

Term of collective agreement

87.3(5) A collective agreement settled by an
arbitrator or the board under this section is
effective for a period of one year following the
expiry date of the previous collective agreement,
or for any longer period the parties agree to.

Collective agreement binding

87.3(6) A collective agreement settled under this
section is binding on the parties and on the
employees in the unit as though it were a
collective agreement voluntarily entered into
between the parties, but the parties may
nevertheless amend its provisions by a subse-
quent written agreement.

Subsections 87(6) and (8) apply

87.3(7) Subsections 87(6) and (8) apply, with
necessary changes, to the settlement of a
collective agreement under this section.

Review

87.4 The minister shall request the Manitoba
Labour Management Review Committee to
review the operation of sections 87.1 to 87.3 at
least once in each 24-month period after those
sections come into force and provide a report to
the minister setting out their findings. The
minister shall table the report in the Legislative
Assembly as soon as possible after receiving it.

MOTION:

THAT the proposed subsection 130(1), as set out
in subsection 27(1) of the Bill, be struck out and
replaced with the following:

Referral of grievance to board

130(1) When an employee in a unit bound by a
collective agreement, or the bargaining agent,
initiates a grievance under the agreement, the
bargaining agent may refer the grievance,

including any question about its arbitrability, to
the board to be dealt with in accordance with
this section.

Mr. Reid: I move, seconded by the Honourable
Member for Brandon West (Mr. Smith), that the
report of the Committee be received.

Motion agreed to.
ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Government of Manitoba
Agenda

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (Interim Leader of
the Official Opposition): Over the last 10
months, we have seen this Premier stumble his
way from one issue to the next. We have seen
him break election promises time and time
again, whether they be on health care, whether it
be on support to farmers, whether it be creating a
fiasco of the aboriginal casino issue. We have
seen him force a minister to resign. We have
seen his staff and his ministers break the law.
We have seen this Premier introduce gag laws.
We have seen this Premier take away
Manitobans' democratic rights to a secret ballot.

Mr. Speaker, the only promise we have seen
this Premier keep is the promise that was made
behind closed doors to his brothers and sisters in
solidarity with the introduction of Bill 44.

Mr. Speaker, under the blue suit it is clear
that today's Premier is yesterday's union boss,
and once a union boss, always a union boss. Will
the Premier today now admit the truth to
Manitobans that his government's agenda is
being driven by Bernie Christophe, Rob Hilliard
and his union boss friends?

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable First Minister.

An Honourable Member:
swered. He said no.

He already an-

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, I did
answer and said no, but while ] am on my feet—

Mr. Speaker: Order. When the Minister
answered, I did not recognize the Honourable
First Minister. I am recognizing the Honourable
First Minister now.
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Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, and, yes, it was a year
ago today when the election was called in the
province of Manitoba and it was a year ago
tomorrow where we put forward our five-point
plan.

Today I have just received information from
the Conference Board of Canada where they
have revised upwards the growth predictions for
Manitoba in terms of economic growth. In fact,
in the spring of this year they predicted a 2.5%
growth for Manitoba. They have now adjusted it
up, in August of this year, to be some 2.9
percent, and they are predicting in the year 2001
the investment growth will increase by over 6
percent. So, Mr. Speaker—

An Honourable Member: Through government
spending and hiring,

* (13:50)

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, these predictions are in
the private sector, but I am sure members
opposite do not read these predictions.

I am pleased to say that the biggest
challenge we have and one of the legacies we
have to deal with is the fact that we had the
lowest number of people between the ages of 18
and 25 years of age in post-secondary education
when we came into office. We now have a
situation, and again the Conference Board
confirms we have a situation in Manitoba where
the number of people getting jobs will outstrip
the growth in the labour force, so that is why we
have a real challenge. I think it was identified in
the media yesterday, our biggest challenge in
Manitoba is to get more of our young people
trained and skilled to stay in Manitoba to work
in Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, it was a year ago tomorrow
that we promised to provide hope to young
people. I am pleased that we have come through
with tuition fee cuts, with expansion of com-
munity college programs and other hope and
opportunity for young people, which is good for
our youth and good for the economy.

Government of Manitoba
Agenda

Mr. Harold Gilleshammer (Minnedosa): Mr.
Speaker, in an editorial in yesterday's paper

entitled Who runs Manitoba?, it states that the
Premier told several audiences during last fall's
election campaign that he had no agenda of
labour relations law changes, that he would
leave labour relations alone. This was reported
to the editorial board of the Winnipeg Free
Press, and it says his answers were clear and
reassuring,

Mr. Speaker, I would ask the Premier if he
would confirm that he made these statements to
the editorial board of the Winnipeg Free Press
and indeed he has misled Manitobans about his
real agenda.

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, it
was in this Legislature in 1996 that we voted
against Bill 26, as it was introduced by members
opposite. We spoke against it. The questions we
were asked in the election campaign dealt with
the specific issues of anti-replacement worker
legislation and reintroduction of final offer
selection. We said we were not going to do that
in government and that any change we would
make in the labour-management relations in
Manitoba would be referred to the Labour
Management Review Committee.

We also recognize that, hopefully, if there
were any referrals to the Labour Management
Review Committee, there would be a consensus.
There was a consensus in about seven out of ten
areas, and there was not a consensus in three
other areas, all of which we proposed positive
amendments yesterday in the Legislature. Those
amendments, [ think, go a long way to listening
to Manitobans in the province.

The last negative drum members opposite
were beating a couple of weeks ago was dealing
with tax cuts. The Conference Board of Canada
goes on to say that not only will the employment
growth continue to grow, not only would
investment continue to grow, not only will they
revise their estimates of growth up, they are
saying that because of the tax cuts in the
provincial budget and in the federal budget,
those tax cuts will result in more disposable
income for Manitobans and an increase in retail
sales in Manitoba.

Government of Manitoba
Agenda

Mr. Ron Schuler (Springfield): Mr. Speaker,
under the Filmon government, we have seen the
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economy grow by unprecedented levels over the
last five years, and under that strong head of
steam, the economy continues to grow, as
confirmed today by the Premier.

My question to him today is: If it ain't broke,
why break it?

*(13:55)

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, the
Member must have rehearsed that for hours
before he provided that.

Mr. Speaker, I do not want to disappoint
members opposite, but last year the growth rate
was quite a bit lower than what it is projected to
be in this year's economy, and the projections
that were made by independent growth rating
agencies have now improved. That follows a
report last week from the Dominion Bond Rating
agency which again recognized the improved
situation here in Manitoba in terms of economic
activity and growth.

We believe that a year ago tomorrow we
made five commitments to the people of
Manitoba. We promised to improve health care.
We promised to improve the education and
training area and provide more hope for young
people. We promised to reduce property taxes
through an introduction of a property tax credit,
and we promised to keep Hydro kept by
Manitobans.

When we look at those commitments, we
have combined the two health authorities to save
$800,000 in administrative costs that were being
levied on the people of Manitoba just a year ago.
We have had the best improvement in hallway
medicine reductions, based on independent
reports. We have a five-point plan to retrain and
rehire nurses, not fire them like members
opposite. That is another commitment we made.

We continue to work and succeed in
cancelling the horrible frozen food experiment
foisted on us by members opposite. We have
cancelled the SmartHealth program that has cost
Manitobans $35 million. We have introduced
protection of people in care in personal care
homes. We have announced a major cardiac
program for our patients. We have approved

brachy therapy and other means for prostate
cancer, Mr. Speaker, and the list of promises in
health care just keeps going on and on, promises
made, promises kept in terms of health care.

In terms of education and training, Mr.
Speaker, for the first time in years, students will
have a decrease in their tuition fee going into
this student year. For the first time in years, we
will have increased the numbers of students that
go to our community colleges with also a
decrease in tuition fees. Contrary to what the
members opposite did in '96, Manitoba Hydro,
with its great revenues from the Limestone
development, those revenues are being used by
all Manitobans for the benefit of all Manitobans,
and we are not selling off Crown assets as
members opposite did in 1996.

Finally, Mr. Speaker—
Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Doer: We can hear Batman and Robin from
back here, Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: Order. The Honourable Official
Opposition House Leader, on a point of order.

Point of Order

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): On a point of order, with all due
respect, the Honourable First Minister does have
Leader's latitude, and we clearly understand that,
but I do believe the First Minister will also have
many opportunities this afternoon to enter into
debate if he wants to, and 1 do believe that is
what he is attempting to do now during Question
Period, when we as Opposition only have a short
period of 40 minutes. If this Honourable First
Minister is prepared to give us an extension to an
hour, Mr. Speaker, I am willing to sit and listen
to him for a little while.

Mr. Speaker: Order. On the point of order
raised by the Official Opposition House Leader,
it is not a point of order. I would like to take this
opportunity to remind all honourable members,
when referring to other members, please refer to
them by their constituencies or ministers by their
titles. All members are honourable members in
this Chamber.
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Mr. Doer: I will withdraw those comments to
my friends opposite.

Mr. Speaker, in continuation of my answer,
back to the fifth promise that we made that we
would balance the Budget and reduce property
taxes in Manitoba. The $75 that we introduced
for every householder, and will be in the income
tax for apartment renters, has resulted in reduced
property taxes in Manitoba. I remember the
days, every year receiving in my home an
increased taxation rate based on education cuts
and cuts to the public education system. We
have not only increased the investment in public
education, but we have decreased the taxes by
reducing the property taxes by increasing the
property tax credit $75 per household. Another
promise made, another promise kept.

Labour Relations Act
Amendments—Withdrawal

Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): I join with
many, many citizens of Manitoba who wish this
Premier would take time out from patting
himself on the back and deal with the real issues
of the day which are the damage that he and his
Labour Minister (Ms. Barrett) have done to the
business climate in this province. That is the
issue we should be dealing with. This Premier
promised to work with business. Clearly, it is
just lip service. He has demonstrated that he is
still a labour boss, still a labour leader to the
core, so much so that he has turned his back on
business.

* (14:00)

My question to this First Minister is: Will he
do the right thing and set aside Bill 44, let
business and labour come together and try and
repair the damage that he has done to the
business climate in this province?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): 1 had the
opportunity to meet with the CEO today, talking
and working with a major investment in
Manitoba. Yesterday, 1 had the opportunity to
meet with another group of corporate executives
and CEOs, another major investment that we are
discussing in Manitoba. The day before we had

another discussion with a group on, again,
another major investment. These announce-
ments, or potential announcements, are not even
in the public arena yet. So there is a lot of
optimism in Manitoba.

There were some concerns raised by busi-
ness about some parts of the Bill. We have
amended the section dealing with Criminal Code
issues on the picket line, and it was good advice
from the business community in that regard.
Secondly, we have improved the expedited
sections of the Act. Both business and labour
will save greater costs for lawyers and be able to
spend that on customers and people, again, a
recommendation that received a great deal of
consensus from both business and labour in an
amendment we made yesterday.

We have dealt with the issue of the two
employee votes, as members opposite have
suggested, another positive idea that we looked
at from people. We have also reinforced the idea
that coercion and intimidation are not acceptable
in a free and democratic society, put that in law
so that any application can and will be dismissed
if that takes place. So, we believe, as the Oblate
Fathers said yesterday or the day before, these
are very minor changes to help those people who
are the lowest on the economic ladder get some
support in our society.

Labour Relations Act
Amendments—Withdrawal

Mr. Eric Stefanson (Kirkfield Park): Mr.

Speaker, I thank the Premier for his comments -
from the Conference Board which show, in spite

of his actions and his government's actions, the

momentum of the last few years continues to

carry this province forward in terms of

consistent tax reductions, balanced budgets,

access to capital, a number of initiatives that

have been in place over the last few years.

I remind the Premier that today companies
and individuals are lining up to comment on the
economic disaster-in-waiting, which is Bill 44.
We know that businesses are considering leaving
if this bill passes, and we know that young
people may also leave. They have lost faith in
this Premier and this government, and what they



5248

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

August 17, 2000

are questioning is who is really running our
province, the province of Manitoba today.

I ask this premier: Will he show concern for
the future of our province and show some real
leadership on this issue and pull Bill 44 today?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, the
people who are running the province of
Manitoba are the people of Manitoba. It is all the
people of Manitoba. It is not—

An Honourable Member: Not Jules Benson.

Mr. Doer: It is not Jules Benson or some other
nameless person pulling the strings on behalf of
the province of Manitoba. We—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Looking
back again a year ago when the election was
called and a year ago tomorrow when we made
the five commitments that we made-
[interjection] 1 know you do not want to look
back. I know you do not. We made five commit-
ments in the election campaign. We made five
commitments in that campaign, and we have
worked and progressed on every one of the
commitments we made in the campaign.

Our Minister of Health (Mr. Chomiak) has
done more to reverse the damage in the No. 1
priority called health care than any other
Minister of Health in the last 11 years. I regret to
say even the Honourable Member who was put
into that spot in a midnight decision to try to
rescue the Government from its political
accountability, even my honourable friend can-
not even match the record of our Minister of
Health in improving health care, in improving
patient care services for the people of Manitoba.

The second item, of course, was education
and training. I think it is very, very important to
recognize—

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: Our biggest challenge-and it was
identified three years ago, in fact it was identi-

fied in 1992 by former Premier Roblin. This
report was sat on by members opposite for eight
years or seven years. It gathered, you know,
spider webs on it because of inaction from
members opposite.

The biggest challenge we have is the fact
that we now in Manitoba are having more people
receiving jobs and getting jobs than there is in
the labour force, and that is why we worked with
the business community and continue to work
with the business community on an immigration
strategy. The Minister of Labour (Ms. Barrett),
the business community and the federal
government—in fact I think we have a meeting
very shortly with the federal minister again as a
follow-up. We have a challenge because our
unemployment rate is so low that we have to
look at getting more people into our province
through increased immigra-tion.

Secondly, we have to train our own young
people in our own province for jobs in our
province. The actions we have taken in our first
budget do not reverse 10 years of neglect from
members opposite. Doubling the number of
community college spots, that was recom-
mended by Duff Roblin in 1992. It is being
implemented by an NDP Government in the year
2000. We are not looking backwards, we are
looking forward so young people can get the
skilled jobs, the skilled training to live and work
in Manitoba and provide a bright and optimistic
future that allows them to raise their families in
our province.

Mr. Stefanson: Mr. Speaker, | ask the Premier,
who must be tired after patting himself on the
back as much as he has been doing for the last
10 or 15 minutes, just to be a little bit accurate
for once in this House. He knows full well in the
election a year ago they had no health care plan,
they had no plan whatsoever. They had a simple
simplistic slogan, and all that his Health Minister
is doing today is implementing a health care plan
that was put in place by our government. I ask
him just to be a little bit accurate for once. No
new initiatives, no new ideas. Look at the health
plan document that was in place in 1999. Look
at what they are doing today, and all they are
doing is they are implementing all of the
initiatives outlined in that document, plain and
simple.
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* (14:10)

He likes to make a big to-do about his five
commitments. I want to ask the Premier, and I
want him to answer the questions that are asked
of him and not to go on diverting from the
questions that are asked him.

He talks about his five commitments a year
ago. I want to ask him where in those five
commitments was there any reference to what
we are seeing in Bill 44 today. I ask him: Is he
not concerned about the economic future of this
province? Is he not concerned about a home here
in Manitoba for the young people of this
province? I ask him, once again, for the
economic future of our province, for the well
being of all of our citizens, will he pull Bill 44
today?

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, the Member opposite
asks two questions. One, he asked the question
about health care and the second issue he raised
was Bill 44. I have already outlined to the
Member opposite, he may not be aware that we
moved five amendments yesterday in committee,
very positive changes to the Act. In essence,
most of the years the Member opposite was in
government the conditions that were amended in
Bill 26 were changed and altered in the proposed
Bill 44 before this Legislature. There are many
proposals. The expedited arbitration, many
companies think they are going to save money
on that instead of spending too much money on
lawyers.

Some of the concerns of business have been
addressed in the proposed bill. There still
remains a disagreement on elements between
labour and business on some parts of it. I
acknowledge that. But it is interesting that, in the
Faculty of Management, an independent pre-
senter from the Faculty of Management, not on
the labour side, not on the business side, spoke
very positively about the labour bill and what it
will mean for society and what it will mean for
the people of Manitoba to have a little measure
of support for employees to balance off the
tremendous power that people have in our
society who own companies.

On the health care situation, the Member
opposite talks about health care. Let me remind

him that when he was in office they had two
health authorities, not one, for the city of
Winnipeg. We eliminated that administrative
cost, Mr. Speaker. We have put $800,000 back
to nurses instead of bureaucrats that were under
the former minister's regime.

We actually have a capital plan in health
care that has real money in the Budget. The
Member opposite knows that when he was the
former Health Minister, they did not have any
way and any schedule to pay back the capital
plans in health care. In fact, that is a point that
has been raised by all the independent rating
agencies. They announced the capital projects
before the election. They announced the money
for them, and they did not have any money in the
Budget. They did not have any money in the
Budget in the year 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003. Mr.
Speaker, we have gotten rid of virtual budgeting
for health care and have real dollars for real
capital in the health care system.

With credit to members opposite, the
midwifery bill that was introduced by members
opposite, we proclaimed that. I applaud mem-
bers opposite for that very positive legislation
that we have proclaimed in office. For the first
time in years, we have increased ambulance
funding for rural Manitoba and a new agreement
with the City of Winnipeg for ambulance
services. We are going to go from 110 para-
medics in the city of Winnipeg providing
ambulance services 7 days a week, 24 hours to
180 ambulance workers in Winnipeg in this
agreement with the City of Winnipeg. That is
progress.

Mr. Stefanson: Once again the Premier is
inaccurate with a lot of what he puts on the
record. He is certainly inaccurate when he refers
to the health capital program, and he knows full
well that over the last several years in Manitoba
we have had the most comprehensive health
capital program in the history of this province.
He just needs to look around Winnipeg and
around all of Manitoba to see evidence of that.
Again, he knows full well. Although I know he
is not on Treasury Board and has not taken an
interest in serving on Treasury Board, he should
know full well that there are schedules
amortizing the debt of the health capital
facilities.
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Winnipeg Regional Health Authority
Deficit

Mr. Eric Stefanson (Kirkfield Park): If he
wants to talk about health care today, I want to
ask the Premier: What is the current status of the
regional health authorities, the Winnipeg Hos-
pital Authority and the regional health authori-
ties as of today in terms of their finances? Is it
accurate that the Winnipeg Hospital Authority
alone is today running a $10-million deficit?

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health):
Thank you, Mr. Speaker, as you know, when we
came into office, we had to employ Deloitte
Touche to review the situation—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Chomiak: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In this
year's budget we had to provide $56 million to
deal with the deficit left in the Health budget by
members opposite. I have letters on file and
briefing notes from the former minister that
actually confirm that. We funded programs that
were needed in the province of Manitoba, which
the members voted against in this budget, which
the members voted against, and they continue
their carnage in terms of the health care system.
Finally—

*(14:20)

Mr. Speaker: Order. The Honourable Official
Opposition House Leader, on a point of order.

Point of Order

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, Beauchesne's 417:
"Answers to questions should be as brief as
possible, deal with the matter raised and should
not provoke debate." The question was very
clear. The $10-million deficit that this minister
has run up, will he admit to it today?

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Minister of
Health, on the same point of order.

Mr. Chomiak: No, Mr. Speaker, there is no
point of order.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised, I
would like to take this opportunity to remind all
ministers that, according to Beauchesne's 417,
answers to questions should be brief as possible,
deal with the matter raised and to not provoke
debate.

* % %

Mr. Speaker: I would ask the Minister of
Health to conclude his answer.

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, we funded the
deficits in those budgets left in the inaccurate
funding of last year, and we hope and anticipate
that all the hospital authorities can end up the
year in a more balanced position than under the
previous experiences.

Health Care System
Spending—Accountability

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): My
question is to the Minister of Health. Sometimes
paying travel costs for health care workers is
critical for the better working of the health care
system. On the other hand, sometimes it is a
costly waste of taxpayers' money and, as an
example, in some rural areas of Manitoba a
licensed practical nurse who is trained and
competent to deliver eyedrops is not able to do
so, and so the regional health authority must hire
a registered nurse who has to travel many miles
several times a day, wasting taxpayers' money. |
would ask the Minister: What is he doing to
improve the health care system and get rid of the
costly waste and inefficiency in the system?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, we combined the two Winnipeg
Regional Health Authorities to eliminate two
bureaucracies. We stopped the SmartHealth
contract. We are dealing with the issue of trying
to provide proper resources to the health care
system, at the same time putting in place the
proper regimes to provide the resources. We
have put in place a number of programs with
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respect to hallway medicine, with respect to the
nurses' training plan, with respect to waiting list
reductions, with respect to expanded dialysis.
For example, Norway House, yesterday we put
in place two dialysis units that will lessen the
medevacs to the city of Winnipeg.

Nursing Profession
Licensed Practical Nurse Training

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): My
supplementary to the Minister of Health. I ask
the Minister of Health why, after 11 months, he
is still operating a system which is short of
licensed practical nurses? He is only training 190
a year, when there are 200 a year needed. When
are you going to improve the targets and
improve the training potential for the licensed
practical nurses in Manitoba?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, the Member may not be aware of it, but
we are training additional licensed practical
nurses in Selkirk. We are looking at other
options in that regard, in addition to the 190 we
are training, in addition to the nurses that we are
putting in the diploma program that the Member
opposite opposes, as do all members opposite. |
still do not understand why they oppose the
nurses' program when nursing shortages are one
of the major issues that we face.

Legislation Proclamation

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): I ask the
Minister of Health why it has taken more than 11
months to declare the new Manitoba Association
of Licensed Practical Nurses Act when there are
increased costs, there are inefficiencies. It could
have been done many months ago. Why are you
prevaricating? Why are you delaying?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, there are three professional nursing acts
that we will be proclaiming soon.

I would add another additional cost saving
in the system was with respect to our new
ambulance program in the city of Winnipeg. It
will see paramedics transported with patients,
rather than taking nurses from the hospital
system to transport patients, which is another
improvement in terms of efficiency in the

system. There have been many. There will be
many more to come.

Dialysis Services
Norway House

Mr. Gerard Jennissen (Flin Flon): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Health.

As the Minister knows, diabetes is a serious
problem in northern and remote Manitoba.
Patients from these remote areas are often
transported to large urban centres such as
Winnipeg for dialysis. Such patients endure
considerable stresses and pains and extra costs.
To what degree will the installation of
Manitoba's first on-reserve dialysis units in
Norway House alleviate this chronic problem?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, I know members opposite are anxious
to ask a lot of questions. I will just briefly
indicate that the provision of providing the
service in the community is just the thing that
the Member for River Heights (Mr. Gerrard) was
referring to, it provides closer services, and not
only provides closer services and saves costs,
but it is more effective, better health care for the
community. We hope to see more of this in
terms of providing services in the community.

Winnipeg Regional Health Authority
Deficit

Mr. Darren Praznik (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, over and over and over, we have heard
from this Premier (Mr. Doer) that under his
regime there will be no more deficits in health
care, under his regime, they will provide
sufficient money, and all will be well.

[ want to ask the Premier to confirm today
that the projected deficit, after the first quarter,
in the Winnipeg hospital authority or Health
Authority is over $10 million, of which over half
a million is to subsidize the cafeteria. Will he not
confirm that?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, what we did in this budgetary year is
we looked at the deficits in the health care
system from last year when members opposite



5252

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

August 17, 2000

were operating the system. There were deficits
in excess of $50 million that we put into the
base-line funding of the regional health
authorities. We hope in our first budget, as we
work through the year and we work with the
hospital authorities across the province of
Manitoba, we can put in place a better and more
accurate accountability system.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask
the Premier how the admission, sort of
admission, by this Minister of Health that the
hospital authority is still running a deficit, half a
million of which is for the cafeteria and, we
hear, up to $3 million to carry Misericordia
because they will not implement the plan, I want
to ask how that jibes with the Premier's
comments in this House earlier that there will be
no more deficits, that he is running things better.
when in fact there is still a deficit and still
subsidizing cafeterias instead of providing
dollars for health?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, we are working
within budget. Last year at this time those same
health authorities were over $50 million in
deficit without adding all the programs that we
put in place to deal with the legacy, the hallway
medicine program, initiatives to deal with
nurses, initiatives to deal with emergency care.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Speaker, will the Minister of
Health or the Premier, if the Premier has the
courage to now answer questions in this
Assembly, now explain how, when there are so
many needs in health care that we all agree upon,
this administration can allow the Winnipeg
Health Authority to be overspending not in
patient food but in their own cafeterias to the
tune of a half a million dollars, using health care
money to provide subsidized ham and cheese
sandwiches? How is that good health care?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, 1 appreciate the
question from the Member opposite, but coming
from a member who put us into the frozen food
fiasco that cost the province $30 million of
frozen food, I just tell that member that it is
passing strange to hear that comment come from
that member who put frozen food into the city of
Winnipeg, which will not be our experience.

I think members opposite will be very
pleased with the solution we will be offering to

the people of Manitoba to eliminate frozen food
brought in by the Member opposite.

* (14:30)

Mr. Speaker: Time for Oral Questions has
expired.

Mr. Harry Enns (Lakeside): A member's
statement.

Mr. Speaker: [ have not called it yet.
Mr. Enns: Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: Order. I have not called it yet.

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Steve Ewing

Mr. Gerard Jennissen (Flin Flon): Mr.
Speaker, it is with great sadness that I rise today
to speak about the tragedy that is deeply
affecting many of my constituents. As members
are aware, Steve Ewing, one of the workers
injured last week in the furnace blast at the
Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting operation in
Flin Flon, died last night at the Health Sciences
Centre.

Mr. Ewing was a relatively young man. He
was only 33 years of age. He had been employed
by Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting for the last
15 years. He leaves behind a young family,
namely, his wife, Dormae, and five children. I
know that they will miss him very much, as will
all those who knew him, including friends, co-
workers and neighbours.

[ am sure that all members of this Assembly
will join me in extending our sympathy to Steve
Ewing's family and friends.

As well, on behalf of all of us in this
Legislature, I once again would like to send out
our sincere hopes for the recovery of those
workers who still remain in hospital as well as
those who have been released. We express our
appreciation to all health care and emergency
workers who responded to the accident and gave
the best possible care to Mr. Ewing and are
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continuing to give this care to his injured co-
workers.

The death of a young worker, or any worker
for that matter, in a workplace accident is a
tragedy felt by all of us. In Flin Flon and the
surrounding area, workers and their families are
struggling to deal with the trauma left by this
accident. Beyond the physical scars, there are
mental and emotional scars. With our support
and prayers and the support and prayers of the
larger community, may all those wounded by
this tragic accident soon find some measure of
peace and healing. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Labour Relations Act-Amendments

Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): Just before
my statement, [ also want to echo the concern
from this side of the House for the family
members and those that remain suffering as a
result of the terrible accident in Flin Flon. Our
thoughts and prayers are with them.

Mr. Speaker, I did receive a memorandum
from Mr. Sidney Green. I would like to enter
some of it in the record of my member's
statement. He says: Despite the fact that two
lawyers versed in labour relations appeared
before the legislative committee and advised the
committee to the contrary, the Minister of
Labour (Ms. Barrett) insists that the certification
procedure which is now being proposed merely
returns to the system that prevailed for 50 years.
The Minister either does not understand or is
deliberately misrepresenting the situation.

Mr. Green goes on to explain in con-
siderable detail the actual facts and the correct
history with regard to the labour bill. I will be
glad to share this information with the Minister.

In closing, he suggests that if the Minister
truly wishes to revert to the situation which
prevailed 50 years ago and up until the mid-
1980s, two amendments are necessary to the
legislation now being proposed. Repeal section
47(2) and repeal first contract legislation. I
would be glad to share this with the Minister.
Thank you.

Dialysis Services—Norway House

Mr. Stan Struthers (Dauphin-Roblin): Yester-
day I had the pleasure of travelling to Norway
House with my colleague the Honourable

Minister of Aboriginal and Northern “Affairs
(Mr. Robinson) to represent the Minister of
Conservation (Mr. Lathlin) and participate in the
opening of Manitoba's first on-reserve dialysis
unit.

The new two-station unit can be used to treat
up to four dialysis patients now, with the
potential to serve as many as 12 patients over the
long term. The community of Norway House,
Manitoba Health and Health Canada's First
Nations and Inuit Health Branch worked
together on this initiative to better serve patients
by allowing them to receive treatment while
remaining in their home community close to
their families.

On behalf of the MLA for The Pas, I was
pleased to present a beautiful painting which will
hang right in the dialysis room. Manitoba's
provincial dialysis team, headquartered at the
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority, has helped
to make Manitoba a leader in dialysis and is
working continuously to expand the program to
rural sites.

In addition to Winnipeg, dialysis is also
offered in Brandon, Ashern, Dauphin, Flin Flon,
Morden, Pine Falls, Portage, Selkirk, The Pas
and Thompson. This government is committed
to improving the quality of life for rural and
northern Manitobans who have to leave their
homes or even relocate to receive health services
such as dialysis.

Most dialysis patients have end-stage kidney
disease. They must have dialysis services to live.
Making it possible for people to be treated close
to home ensures that they do not have to disrupt
their lives and the lives of their families and
friends to receive the care that they need.

Representatives from many organizations
worked hard to make this dialysis unit a reality. I
want to congratulate representatives from
Manitoba Health, Health Canada's First Nations
and Inuit Health Branch, the Northern Medical
Unit, the Provincial Dialysis Program Team and
of course the community of Norway House for
their co-operation in moving this project
forward. 1 know that their hard work will
enhance the health of the whole community.
Thank you.
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Labour Relations Act-Amendments

Mr. Harry Enns (Lakeside): Mr Speaker, in
keeping with a tradition established in this
Chamber by my good friend and colleague the
Honourable Member for Wellington (Mr.
Santos), my colleague the Member for Russell
(Mr. Derkach) and I have a joint statement to
make to the House.

Some Honourable Members: Productivity's
high/Unemployment is low/The economy's
chuggin'/That's the way it should go/With
business expandin'/We're the place to locate/But
Bill 44/ Puts a lock on the gate

I do not understand/Why this bill and
now/Political paybacks/Gonna drain the cash
cow/I am not anti-business/l am not anti-
labour/Just want legislation/That is in everyone's
favour

The deficit is down/Optimism is high/We're
the place to do commerce/Lots of jobs, wages
high/QO, this is no time/For us to look back/This
ain't 1919/We're on the right track

Productivity's  high/Unemployment s
low/The economy's chuggin'/That's the way it
should go/With business expandin'/We're the
place to locate/But Bill 44/Is lockin' the gate

*(14:40)

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.
Point of Order

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, do we need a choir
director?

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Opposition
House Leader, on the same point of order.

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, on the same point of
order, I know I have been having difficulties
with my voice, but it is:

Some Honourable Members: Productivity's
high/Unemployment is low/The economy's
chuggin'/That's the way it should go/With
business expanding/What a place to locate/But
Bill 44/Put a lock on the gate.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised, the
Honourable Government House Leader does not
have a point of order.

Mr. Speaker: Back to Members' Statements, the
Honourable Member for Brandon West.

RCMP Run for Cancer

Mr. Scott Smith (Brandon West): It is a pretty
tough act to follow. I would almost have to say I
saw something like that a long time ago. Larry,
Curly and Moe led a group, and it had a lot of
resemblance to what I just witnessed. I have lost
it here, Mr. Speaker.

It is a pleasure to stand up today and bring
notice to a hardworking group of individuals and
volunteers that are running in the Run for Cancer
here in Manitoba. The RCMP Run for Cancer
began in Brandon in the summer of 1983 by an
RCMP officer whose life had been touched by
cancer. The run has become a well-established
and widely recognized event, exclusive
throughout the entire province of Manitoba since
its inception. The run has wound its way through
many different communities in Manitoba and
has raised well over a million dollars for cancer
care, prevention and research in our province.
This year will be the 18th annual run and will
take place September 29 and 30 here in
Manitoba.

It will be four teams participating, covering
many different regions in the province, two from
Winnipeg, one from Westman and one from
Russell. Each run route is approximately 360
kilometres, and each run team consists of 8 to 10
runners, with 4 drivers that also act as spare
runners. Each runner on the team completes
approximately 40 kilometres in a 360-kilometre
route. In Brandon this year, on the 29th, it will
be Brandon, Carberry, Neepawa and Minnedosa.
On the 30th, Virden, Sioux Valley and Brandon.
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Mr. Speaker, 1 would just like to give
recognition and appreciation to one person. |
know there are a number of people who are
involved in the event and have done a lot of
work over the last number of years, in the 18
years, but Mr. George Abernethy has been there
right from the start, deserves a lot of recognition
and has done an extremely good job. I would
like to see as many people as we can get out on
the 29th and 30th. Thank you very much.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, on House business, -

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. It is very difficult
to hear.

Mr. Mackintosh: Mr. Speaker, I seek leave of
the House to waive Rule 76(1) which states that
the three sections of the Committee of Supply
must meet in the Chamber to consider the
Estimates concurrence motion so that the
Committee of Supply can meet in one section in
Committee Room 255 to consider the Estimates
concurrence motion while the Chamber
continues to consider other business to be in
effect from 3:00 until 6:00 p.m. on the clock in
the committee room.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Government
House Leader seeks the leave of the House to
waive Rule 76(1) which states that the three
sections of the Committee of Supply must meet
in the Chamber to consider the Estimates con-
currence motion so that Committee of Supply
can meet in one section in Committee Room 255
to consider the Estimates concurrence motion
while the Chamber continues to consider other
House business from 3 to 6 p.m. on the clock in
the committee room. Is there leave? [Agreed]

Mr. Mackintosh: I also must advise the House,
according to advice that in the event that any
formal votes are requested in the Committee of
Supply, the Chamber will have to temporarily
interrupt its business and resolve into Supply for
the formal vote to be conducted in here.

In respect of Room 255 then, I move,
seconded by the Minister of Agriculture and
Food (Ms. Wowchuk), that Mr. Speaker do now
leave the Chair and the House resolve itself into

a Committee to consider of the Supply to be
granted to Her Majesty.

Mr. Speaker: [ advise the House that in the
event that any formal votes are requested in the
Committee of Supply, the Chamber will have to
temporarily interrupt its business and resolve
into the Committee of Supply in order for the
formal vote to be conducted in the Chamber.

It has been moved by the Honourable
Attorney General, seconded by the Honourable
Minister of Agriculture and Food, that Mr.
Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the
House resolve itself into a Committee to
consider of the Supply to be granted to Her
Majesty, in Room 255.

Agreed? Agreed and so ordered.

Would the Honourable Deputy Speaker
please take the Chair in the Committee in Room
255.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
* (15:00)

Consideration of Concurrence Motion

Mr. Chairperson (Conrad Santos): The Com-
mittee of Supply has before it for our considera-
tion the motion concurring in all Supply
resolutions relating to the Estimates of Expendi-
ture for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2001.

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): I would
like to give the Minister an opportunity to
perhaps rethink one of the answers he gave in
Estimates. I will repeat the answer to a question.
My question in Estimates was in relationship to
the Deputy Minister. My question had been: I
wonder if the Minister could tell me why his
deputy is not in attendance at these Estimates.
His response was: "in my 10 years of attending
Estimates, particularly the majority of time in
the last few years at the Department of Health,
the Deputy Minister did not attend the course of
the Estimates."

In fact, Mr. Chairman, I did check into that,
and the Deputy Minister was at the majority of
Health Estimates for the last several numbers of
years. | wonder if the Minister could indicate for
me why he gave the answer that he did give.

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health):
From my recollection of my memory, particu-
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larly the last few years, I do not recall the deputy
being in attendance for the majority of the
Estimates. That is what I recall. If the record
shows otherwise, I mean, I will accede to the
memory of the record rather than my own
memory, but I do not recall.

I will tell you why I remember that parti-
cular instance. When [ was the opposition critic,
I had the pleasure of serving with Don Orchard
and Frank Maynard, Jim McCrae and John
Wade, Darren Praznik, and then John Wade and
Tom Carson, followed by Frank DeCock. I
remember being struck by the fact that during
Don Orchard's tenure, Frank Maynard attended
all of the Estimates. Then I remember noticing
as the critic that Doctor Wade was not attending
all of the Estimates, although he attended a
number of them. I am going through my memory
and just explaining how 1 reached that
conclusion.

Later on, when Mr. Carson became Deputy
Minister, | remember being struck by the fewer
occasions that Mr. Carson was attending and the
fact that the Associate Deputy Minister was
attending more often. In fact, then when we got
into a process where when Darren Praznik was
minister he actually brought in departmental
officials like CEOs, et cetera, and then we got
into a bit of a hubbub, but that is what my
memory recollection was.

Then when I became minister—I am just
telling you why I reached that conclusion—and I
watched the administrative style of Mr. Carson, |
understood why Mr. Carson had a different
administrative style than say Frank Maynard. |
remember saying, oh, that is why, I actually
thought to myself, oh, that is why Tom Carson
did not attend a lot of the Estimates, because
what he did was he delegated the authority and
the ability for people to speak on his behalf,
which [ noted was a different administrative
style than had been.

If the record shows that my statement was
inaccurate, it was from my memory, and it was
not an attempt to be misleading or diverge the
fact. It was an irrelevant point in the sense of
whether or not Mr. Hikel was in attendance. So,
if the record shows otherwise, I will accept that,
but I do not remember that from my memory. If

the record shows otherwise then I will accede to
the record.

Mrs. Driedger: I am just curious because
certainly, in all of the Health Estimates, the
Acting Deputy Minister was here only for a half
an hour of the whole time. I guess I am finding
that a little bit unusual. Would the Minister care
to comment on why, when he said the Acting
Deputy Minister was acting in the full role of
what a deputy minister would do, why he might
not have been here more than half an hour?

Mr. Chomiak: Because the Deputy Minister has
duties to perform, and I have duties to perform.
Frankly, if we were in the same situation now, I
would not ask the Deputy Minister to attend
either, in order to provide for the information.

The operation of the Department is a monu-
mental task and requires extraordinary effort by
a lot of people. I have always been conscious,
and members will confirm this, when I was in
Estimates as critic, I always let the Minister
know where 1 was going with questions I was
asking, what people would available. I would tell
them to let staff go to go back to do their jobs,
because | always felt having staff sit around and
go through a million questions was not a good
use of time.

Even when I was critic, I think ministers
will confirm that I was quite fastidious in that
point, and I just continue the practice as mini-
ster. 1 hate the idea, to tell you the truth,
personally, I hate the idea of people sitting
around and waiting, and I am subject to it when
we get into rhetorical flourishes back and forth.
Heaven knows, I am guilty of it, as are other
members, and I always think about those people
sitting there. [interjection] Well, you know, now
we are going again. It is funny in this business.
You admit something and you are honest, and
then you get a retort.

An Honourable Member: That is a direct quote
of mine, right? You are quoting me.

Mr. Chomiak: Well, no, I did not know that,
but if I am quoting the Member, I accede to that.

In any event, it is funny in this business, so |
am just admitting the fact. Even now, I do not
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like the fact the bureaucrats have to sit around
when I know how much pressure we are putting
on them.

*(15:10)

An Honourable Member: Why do you not just
take the responsibility and say you do not need
them?

Mr. Chomiak: No. If I say I do not need them,
that implies that I think I am all-superior, so I
have trouble saying that. I will not say that. I
will just say that I think we could handle the
questions, and I do not think we need the Deputy
Minister, because there is a big job to do and we
are doing the best we can. I will cease and desist
atthat point.

Mrs. Driedger: There has been one question
that [ have been waiting and waiting to hear a
response on. I can sort of understand that the
Minister might be a little nervous about perhaps
giving out this information, but I am going to
give him another chance. I am wondering if he
could tell me how many ICU beds are closed in
the city and have been closed throughout the
summer.

Mr. Chomiak: That information was never
provided during the course of the Estimates
debate. As I indicated to the Member, I gave the
Member more information than has ever been—
[interjection] Well, if the Member will go back
in the record, if she has gone through the record,
let her go and find that out and then confirm
whether my memory is in fact correct on that.
That is a varying number. It is a varying number.
There are varying numbers of vacation-related
bed closings and bed openings throughout this
period of time. I think, as I indicated to the
Member opposite when I gave her a bunch of
numbers, it is generally in line with past
experiences.

Mrs. Driedger: I am wondering if the Minister
could tell me if he is going to give me those
specific numbers, if I should continue to hold my
breath and wait for something more specific, or
if that is as much as I am going to get out of him.

Mr. Chomiak: I would not want the Member to
hold her breath in this regard.

Mrs. Driedger: Prior to getting into some
questions as a follow-up to Question Period
today, because there is a huge amount of concern
we have in terms of the issue of RHA deficits,
particularly considering the Minister's promises
and inferences and other things in that area that
there would be no deficits because he said he
provided the funding early on, up front, which
should totally eliminate the deficits in the RHAs.
We will be getting into a number of questions in
that area this afternoon so that the Minister has
an opportunity to clarify for us some of those
issues.

Before we get into that, I do have a question
of the Minister. I am sorry I do not have the
article here, but it was in the Selkirk Journal and
there was a statement made in there that there is
arbitration going on right now for nurses
throughout the province in terms of overtime
pay. Would that have been an accurate state-
ment? Was the contract reopened?

Mr. Chomiak: I do not know what article the
Member is referring to. I would appreciate it if
she could get me a copy. The contract has not
been reopened.

Mrs. Driedger: [ will, during the course of
concurrence, go down to my office and make a
copy for the Minister. In the meantime, is he
aware of ongoing bargaining issues around the
area of overtime. Certainly the article referenced
the fact that the Interlake Health Authority
closed down a total now of 25 beds. Part of the
problem is related they said to nursing shortage
and overtime issues. A lot of nurses do not
necessarily, | am assuming, want to work over-
time because of unresolved funding issues
around overtime. I do understand from the
tertiary hospitals in the city that there are dif-
ferent overtime rates paid between the two
hospitals, and it is not consistent. Are there
provincial negotiations going on in this area?

Mr. Chomiak: I am not aware of any provincial
negotiations with respect to the collective
agreement with the Manitoba Nurses' Union.

Mrs. Driedger: Could the Minister tell me if he
has had any further discussion with the Uni-
versity of Manitoba Faculty of Nursing in terms
of funding more nursing student spaces there this
fall? He had indicated to me in Estimates that he
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was waiting to get information from the
university. We know that information had been
provided by the university mid-July in terms of
what it would cost to fund more spaces and that
the Minister was then reviewing that to find out,
in order to handle this huge nursing shortage that
we have now seen, whether he is going to add
more spaces and fund more spaces at the
University of Manitoba School of Nursing?

Mr. Chomiak: There are ongoing discussions
with the Faculty of Nursing. I was quite sur-
prised to leam in the contract, the five-year
nursing contract that the members opposite
signed the day before the election last year, that
they had withdrawn $500,000 from that funding
to fund the LPN program. I was not aware of
that. [ was advised that they took $500,000 out
of the $5.6 million and used it to fund the LPN
program. That is what I have been advised.

I have been advised that we reinstated that
funding this year into the agreement. That is
what I have been advised. There are ongoing
discussions with the University of Manitoba.

Mrs. Driedger: He has been sitting on the
information from there now for a month. School
is starting in two weeks. They did have a waiting
list, according to the vice-provost at the
university, of 75 serious students who wanted to
take the program there. We do know that Red
River College only had a waiting list of 12, but
here we have an opportunity where there are
more people wanting to become student nurses.

It is fine that we have a five-year contract
signed, but there is an opportunity to enhance a
contract. It is fine if the Minister wants to keep
hanging that around our neck. The issue is we
have 75 more students. Would the Minister not
consider looking at enhancing the funding in
order to add more spaces, or are we actually
going to lose 75 student nurses who want to
become nurses? Because if they go to another
province or another faculty we are not going to
see them.

Mr. Chomiak: I think the Member is making a
number of assertions that I think she should
double check. We are in discussions with the
university concemning the number of students,
whether in fact the university is living up to the

“"achievable."

number of students that they promised to provide
for under the contract that was entered into by
members opposite. Of course, those numbers
were never achievable in the last three years. |
am very pleased that they have been able to
bump the numbers up since we announced our
diploma program. I think that is a very positive—

An Honourable Member: What does he mean
by achievable?

Mr. Chomiak: Well, the Member opposite says
Members opposite talk about
money management. There were certain con-
tracted positions that were supposed to be
funded and a certain number of nurses were sup-
posed to be trained, and there was nowhere near
that number that was matching, even though the
money was going forward.

We are in discussions and negotiation with
the Faculty of Nursing. I would appreciate if the
members would be supportive of the diploma
nursing program as well because we need nurses
right across this province, in a variety of areas.

Mrs. Driedger: 1 guess if the Minister is
indicating that, and his statement is accurate, it
certainly would explain the reason for the
transfer of funding out of that program and into
the LPN program, but the question also is
related. The University of Manitoba indicated
that they were ahead of their commitment in
meeting their numbers. So, in fact, the statement
that the Minister made would not be accurate,
because | believe I have seen a number of
documents where the university has indicated
very publicly that they were ahead of their
commitment in meeting the numbers required of
them.

The Minister likes to think that the diploma
program is the reason we have the waiting list
out there at the University of Manitoba. One has
absolutely nothing to do with the other. Nurses
choose to take either a diploma program or a
baccalaureate program. Those who might be
waiting to enter the baccalaureate program know
that they will have expanded opportunities in
their careers if they have a degree program. That
has been for 25 years. That is nothing new.
Certainly students going into nursing know that
you have much more mobility and opportunity if
you have a degree; we all found that out in our
nursing careers, but to even infer that the
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diploma program can take credit for the waiting
list at the university is absolutely ludicrous.

* (15:20)

Having said that, is the Minister not pre-
pared to move a little bit more quickly on this?
He has had a month to look at it. School is
starting in two weeks. I would think that from
the time we have had this information now a lot
of those 75 students have probably looked at
something else. It is going to be interesting to
follow that now to find out if this minister has
had an opportunity to address the nursing
shortage and has not taken full advantage of that.

This is going to be a serious issue, because
also the LPN program had a waiting list, [ was
told, a very serious waiting list of students
wanting to enter the LPN program. We do not
seem to be seeing any movement in that area.
So, come September, and I am certainly going to
be watching this very carefully, if the Minister
has not followed through and taken advantage of
the fact that we have had all of these people who
want to be nurses and he has let them slip
through his fingers, which in turn is going to
hugely impact on health care in Manitoba, he
cannot blame that one on us. That one is
something that is happening in his time.

Mr. Chomiak: Yes, it will be interesting. I do
not think one should forget the fact that we had
entered into a five-year contract to provide for a
specific number of nurses and specific funding
for nurses. That contract was signed September
25, 1999. [interjection] Pardon me, the day
before, was it September 20?

Mr. Chairperson, a correction. It was the day
before the election, which was September 20,
1999. [interjection] So the contract was signed
September 20, 1999.

Mrs. Driedger: Well, the Minister can keep
going back to this five-year contract. It looks
like he is going to be playing with words around
that and using it as an excuse for a number of the
initiatives that he himself is not taking.
[interjection] You can enhance agreements. I
mean, why would you not? Or go into a further
agreement and fund 75 more students. [ mean, is
there nothing creative that could be done here, or

are we going to let 75 students there slip through
our fingers?

There apparently is a waiting list for LPNs.
We understand that there are lots of personal
care home beds that are empty right now. We are
sitting in this province. We built the personal
care homes. The Minister is not filling them
because there are not enough nurses. A number
of the nurses that could be utilized in personal
care homes are LPNs. Why are we not seeing an
aggressive movement in terms of adding more
student nurses to either the psych nurses
program, the university program? Why did Red
River only go with 90 students, although we
understand they may be housed in trailers
because the college is having a lot of physical
problems trying to cope with this new program.
Why would we not have moved faster than what
we are moving now to address this over 1100
nursing shortage by bringing in more students?
He has had a year to address this.

Mr. Chomiak: There are more nurses being
trained in Manitoba today than there was one
year ago, far more nurses being trained. I do not
think I have to say any more.

Mr. Leonard Derkach (Russell): You know,
throughout this debate, the Minister has—

An Honourable Member: Which debate?

Mr. Derkach: Now the Minister asks: Which
debate?

An Honourable Member: We have debated a
lot of things.

Mr. Derkach: Good afternoon, Mr. Minister.
Mr. Chair, throughout this debate on nurses, we
continually hear the Minister revert back to a
year ago, revert back to what the previous
government did. As a matter of fact, the previous
government was on track to create more nurses'
training, and the Minister has to acknowledge
that. Now he can play politics with this if he
likes. He played politics with it before he
became the Minister. He played politics with it
during the election campaign, and he still
chooses to play politics.

The reality is that there was a plan in place
by the Department of Health to train more
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professional nurses in the province of Manitoba.
The approach may have been different than this
minister has taken, and that is fine. That is a
prerogative of his, as a Minister of Health, to
determine what kind of a program he wants to
embark on, but he cannot deny the fact that
indeed there was a program, that indeed there
was a plan in place and on track to train more
nurses in the province of Manitoba to be able to
open up the personal care homes that were being
built at that time so that indeed there would be a
staff available for those care homes.

Mr. Chair, we have been through this
ground before, where the Minister, before he
was minister, during the election campaign, in
his political diatribe, continued to emphasize that
indeed we laid off a thousand nurses. He
confirmed, during the debate on Estimates, and
we can pull Hansard out, that indeed it was not a
layoff of a thousand nurses, that indeed those
nurses were consumed, if you like, by the
personal care homes that were being opened in
the province of Manitoba or they went into the
community, but indeed all of these people have
opportunities for employment. If we laid off a
thousand nurses, it would be obvious we would
have a surplus of workforce in the nursing
profession, and we do not. Those nurses were
absorbed by the system because there were more
personal care home beds being opened, there
were more acute care beds being opened. As a
matter of fact, the system itself was expanding,
and so it has continued to, and the demand for it
continues to increase.

So we can sit here forever and a day and talk
about the political rhetoric in terms of his views
of the world and in terms of our views of the
world, but the reality is that there was a plan in
place to train more nurses. What we are talking
about here today is we are encouraging the
Minister to allow the 75 candidates who want to
train as nurses in this province be allowed to
train. He has the capacity within his budget to do
that. It is not as though he does not, but it means
re-establishing priorities. To the people of
Manitoba, this is a priority.

[ am not knocking the Minister for creating
an LPN program. Heaven knows, the more
people we can have at the bedside, the better it is
going to be for the clients, but he, I think, has

run into the same kind of dilemma that other
ministers faced, and that is that you cannot do
things overnight, that indeed it takes time.
Sometimes we make announcements, and we
cannot fulfil what we made in the announcement
because we did not have all of the details at our
fingertips. So, today, as we approach the
beginning of the program within two weeks, we
still do not have program approval. That is fine,
Mr. Chair, as long as the Minister would admit
the fact that indeed there is going to be some
time required to accomplish these things, but we
will proceed with the training. That is fine, but
there are 75 candidates who should be accepted
into the program so they would have an
opportunity to be able to provide their services
for the personal care home beds that are not
being opened today because there are no staff.

I ask the Minister let us get back on track.
Instead of continually going back to what the
previous administration did, let us address the
issues as they are before us today, and let us look
ahead, rather than looking behind.

* (15:30)

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, I thank the
Member for that comment, after he spent 15
minutes talking about justifying the past. That is
fine and we do that in this place. Let us—

Mr. Chairperson: Point of order being raised.
Point of Order

Mr. Derkach: I was not justifying the past. I
was simply telling the Minister what the reality
was, and, in fact, if you check the records, if you
check with the Department of Health, you will
find that what I have put on the record is, in fact,
fact. It is not rhetoric.

Mr. Chairperson: Dispute over the perception
as to the facts is not a point of order.

%* %k %

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, as I indicated
to the Member, if the Member wants to go
forward, we are going to be training more nurses
in Manitoba than were being trained this time
last year. I hope next year there will be more as
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well. If we are talking about the future, that is
what we should be talking about.

Mr. Glen Cummings (Ste. Rose): Mr. Chair-
man, is the Minister not prepared to make best
efforts to deal with this surplus? He has admitted
that there is a demand. He has made it a high
priority of his administration. His Premier (Mr.
Doer) has talked about it. We heard ad nauseam
over the last nine months, frankly, about the
initiatives the Government was taking. Is this
Minister not prepared to say—he has got a flush.
All he has to do is play his hand. Why will he
not deal with this type of backlog?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, the Member
was a member of the Crown. The Member
knows in negotiating and in dealing with various
institutions and bodies, and in particular dealing
with funding of those bodies and funding of
meeting contractual requirements, that there are
certain issues that one deals with and certain
issues that one negotiates. I have said, and the
thing that bothers me about the blanket
statements of the Member for Charleswood
(Mrs. Driedger) is: (a) making a statement that I
am not sure is corroborated about 75 positions;
(b) not looking into the details of that; and (c) I
have said over and over and over again we will
do everything that we can to train as many
nurses as we can.

Members opposite talk about being fiscally
prudent and fiscally managing, and I go back to
the fact that the contract that was signed called
for certain positions and a certain number of
positions, and we will endeavour to do
everything we can to train as many people as we
can across the system. We are training more
people this year than this time last year, and I
hope that we will do the same next year. I do not
know what more the Member wants.

Mr. Cummings: The Minister is quite correct. |
spent a lot of years on Treasury Board, and I
know the difficulty of financing. I also know that
when government has priorities it believes it has
sufficient dollars to deal with, or if it has
priorities that it believes are higher priorities
than other areas within their administration, they
will deal with the issue and fix the problem.

The Minister knows full well that one of the
most significant and ongoing lines of criticism

that we heard from him when he was in opposi-
tion, that if he only had a chance to be govern-
ment, he would fix this problem. Number one,
he knows that he has a surplus from last year's
budget, even though they tried very hard to
demonstrate a deficit. They spent, I believe, a
half million bucks trying to prove there was a
deficit. Secondly, the Department of Health has
received significant increases in expenditure,
including the increases that the previous
administration put in place.

Now, if that is not enough money, then he
either has to admit, as he almost did a moment
ago, that there just is not enough money to run
the health care system the way he is running it or
he has not got the priority of health care in place
in the way he tried to portray it to the people of
this province. Because if he does not get
sufficient nurses trained, he will not be able to
staff the facilities that he knows full well were
put in place to deal with the surplus demand for
long-term care beds which will free up his
hospital beds.

I do not need to give him any kind of a
recital about how that chain will unfold. Why is
he dodging the issue? I believe, when you
approach a facility and you can talk about
negotiations if he will, the fact is that I suspect
the facility would be more than glad to enter into
a dialogue with him because they recognize that
they came up short over the last two years. They
recognize that there is a demand out there, and
what a better combination of events than to have
the demand, to have the students waiting. I
believe you will find that the educational facility
is more than anxious to get on with the job given
what | have understood from previous
discussions.

Is there something about this that he is not
sharing with us or with the public of this
province? Is he saying that he has deficits
coming up in other parts of his department, that
he is not going to have enough money to go
around? Is the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Selinger) yanking his chain? What is his
problem? This seems to me that he could end
this line of questioning in the next two minutes if
he responded to indicate that he is at least
willing to sit down with the facility. I can hear
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him say in the next two minutes: | am not going
to negotiate on Hansard what I might be willing
to negotiate across the table with the facility. I
understand that, but is he or is he not interested
in negotiating with the facility or did he fail to
negotiate with them because it is virtually too
late to expand the numbers now?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, we are training
more nurses this year than last year. If the
Member would have been paying attention, he
would have heard that I indicated we are having
discussions with the University of Manitoba. We
are also in discussions with Red River. We are
also in discussions with Assiniboine Community
College. We are also in discussions with the
various other community colleges. We are also
in discussions with the various professional
bodies with respect to nurse training, and we are
training more nurses this year than last year and
at any time in the past three or four years. That
will continue, and that will continue to grow.

Mr. Cummings: Then will the Minister, if he is
so confident that he is on the right agenda, give
us a comparison between the number of
graduates that he expects to have in all three
areas of training as compared to what he expects
the demand to be? I would think that is a simple
calculation from his department.

Mr. Chomiak: We outlined those figures in our
nurses recruitment plan. I will provide the
Member with a copy of the numbers of nurses
that we anticipated in our nursing plan with
specifics and the numbers attached to that when
we announced our plan, which I do not believe
members opposite support, but I would like to
hear otherwise if in fact they do support it.

Mr. Cummings: Frankly, there is only one
number that I am interested in. What is the
shortfall?

Mr. Chomiak: As I indicated, I believe that, and
I am going from memory, at the time of the
announcement of the diploma nursing program,
if we were to continue at the rates that the nurses
were being trained with respect to the training
that was occurring, the actual training from the
University of Manitoba, I believe, we would not
even meet the demand that would be required
until the year, I believe it was, 2010.

Mr. Cummings: That is still an evasive way of
answering the question. We all appreciate that
there were not sufficient graduates over the last
numbers of years. There was not much interest
on the part of students in going into the faculties,
to tell you the truth. The matter becomes a
question of the promises that were made by this
administration on its way to government. What
shortfall does this Minister anticipate? I recall a
commentary about importation of nurses,
encouraging immigration. I believe that there are
nurses out there right now where their immi-
gration is being facilitated from other countries.
Is the Minister calculating in an unknown
quantity there or is that yet an unknown
quantity?

Mr. Chomiak: I think at this time we are antici-
pating, at a minimum, a hundred nurses being
recruited from offshore.

* (15:40)

Mr. Cummings: That is encouraging, and I
think that the Minister would probably appre-
ciate that I am old enough to recognize that that
is a repeat cycle from about 30 years ago, 25
years ago when we had a lot of offshore nurses
come into this jurisdiction, some very good
nurses, well trained, and more than happy to
have them. This is perhaps an unfair question,
and it is not one that I need a precise answer to,
but can the Minister give me an opinion? These
nurses, when they arrive, do we anticipate that
once they have had an opportunity to get settled,
they will be able to go immediately to work or
are there any other training requirements that
might be placed on them before they can go into
the field?

Mr. Chomiak: This particular program and this
particular situation, as such, the nurses will have
places and will be pre-certified and ready to
occupy positions, from my understanding.

Mr. Cummings: Is the Government paying any
finder's fee to bring these nurses over?

Mr. Chomiak: The RHAs took out a RFP in
order to have a recruiting agency. The fees
applicable are standard with respect to other
recruitment initiatives in terms of the health care



August 17, 2000

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

5263

field. We standardized it across the system, and
that is what I understand is being done.

Mr. Cummings: Well, I appreciate that that is
the next best alternative, and [ certainly
encourage the Minister to continue with that. My
first choice would be that we do have adequate
training available, and I think of course in this
business we are always cautious of whether or
not there is something hidden in a velvet glove
when questions are being asked, but the Minister
should not be too sensitive about training
questions and numbers involved.

The question is: Can the facilities be staffed
when they are opened or are there beds going to
have stay closed unnecessarily long? This
member, the previous administration, had a huge
amount of political and taxpayers' capital tied up
in the decisions that were made to begin to put
those facilities in place. This minister is going to
have the opportunity and the pleasure of opening
a number of those facilities that are in the
planning stage, and I only hope and encourage
him to continue to move forward the dual track
of not only managing the expenditure that will
fall to his department annually, the amortized
costs of these facilities, but the additional costs
that will be unproductive if he cannot staff those
facilities. Any delay in opening of those
facilities will be an unproductive cost to his
department. I do not know if I even need an
answer. | see an affirmative nod from the
Minister, but it is an important issue that he well
may have covered several times during
Estimates but connected to the training piece of
this, if one piece is missing he knows it will
come down like a house of cards.

Mr. Chomiak: I appreciate the advice of the
Member. If the Member wanted to have a
discussion with me on this very issue off the
public record, I am quite prepared to do it and to
explain the ramifications and the issues
surrounding it. I think the Member can
appreciate, from his experience, why 1 am less
than willing to discuss issues of negotiations in
this particular forum. I hope the Member
appreciates that there is not a reluctance in order
to do everything that we can to do this, but there
are issues that I prefer we be permitted to have
the opportunity of negotiating.

Mr. Cummings: | will reciprocate by making
the effort to put clearly on the record that if
anyone from the facilities that the Minister has
to negotiate with should in fact read this record,
I would encourage them to actively participate in
whatever negotiations need to be undertaken
with this minister and the ministry because
unless all players in this, what is now fully more
than a third of the budget of this province, if all
players are not full participants, whether it is the
nursing community, the educational community,
and that goes all the way through to the teaching
aspects of our doctor-manpower issues, that
everyone has to come to the game, if you will, or
has to come to the table and at the same time—

Mr. Chairperson: What is the pleasure of the
Committee? Shall we continue or recess now?

An Honourable Member: I will go check and
see how long it will be.

Mr. Chairperson: Okay, you can continue for
the meantime.

Mr. Cummings: [ think it is worth putting on
the record the thoughts that I just put because all
three sides of the House, if you will, have taken
their turn at making the health care issue more
politicized than it probably should be for the
benefit of the public and for those who are the
users of the system, particularly at this stage in
the evolution of health care in this country, we
need the best ideas of everyone in the system or
there will not be enough money in the system to
deliver. I know the Minister feels some discom-
fort about being pushed to facilitate the delivery
of nurses. I think I have adequately explained on
the record why that is so important as part of the
overall package.

The second part that I would like to lead into
is that there are certainly some concerns that are
being raised across not only the urban areas
where the training is concentrated largely but
across the regions which I am more familiar with
where the long-term availability of professionals
is very often related to whether or not there is a
broad enough cross-section. I know that includes
doctors as well as nurses.

I apologize for not perhaps having heard the
answer, but did I understand the Minister yester-
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day to say that he would be prepared to table
with our critic—he does not need to table it with
me, but he agreed to table with our critic-a
profile of the decisions that are being made
around accepting students for doctors of medi-
cine studies, and whether or not there are
actually seats being put aside. I believe I heard
him say that he would agree to provide some-
thing to our critic. Because it is a most troubling
aspect of this. You hate to have any kind of an
arbitrary line, but unless there is something
arbitrary done in this area, we will continue to
have a preponderance in the populated areas and
a lack of, in some of our rural areas. I see the
Minister has a note there. Perhaps he could put
something forward.

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, the Member
for Russell asked, yesterday, about specified
positions in the medical program at the Uni-
versity of Manitoba allocated for rural students.
That often gets confused with the residency
positions that are allocated in rural Manitoba,
rural family medicine residents. Okay, the
Member understands that. The Member for
Russell said that he thought that was actually a
practice. 1 do not think it was. 1 asked the
Department to check out whether in fact that had
taken place. The note that I received from the
Department says: the Faculty of Medicine has
never allocated positions specifically for rural
students. However, I am putting a caveat on that
now. I have indicated on many occasions in
Estimates and in the House that we will be
announcing a significant rural recruitment and
retention strategy in Manitoba, and a number of
provisions will be well received by all members
ofthe House.

* (15:50)

Mr. Cummings: Mr. Chair, [ will look to your
guidance when you wish to adjourn, but I will
ask my next question.

In a sense, I think the Minister and I have
found some common ground. There is a concern.
It certainly was a suggestion that I was of the
understanding had been discussed. Probably the
Member for Russell and I go back a little further
in history on this than we would care to think.
But I believe, serious discussions were supposed
to have occurred, at least, based on people's

upbringing, based on a number of factors. The
upshot of all this was, it was probably around the
time when the general practitioner program was
developed at Dauphin. That has been highly
beneficial inasmuch as it exposed certain indivi-
duals to rural general practice, the type of
doctors and the type of milieu that those doctors
would have to operate in. Benefits are flowing
from that. So I would encourage the Minister to
perhaps forward, if he has a rural manpower
retention strategy. Then yes, we will be more
than supportive to see something of a positive
nature occur.

I sense some unease on the part of the mem-
bers wanting to get to the House. Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairperson: We still have seven minutes
more or less.

Mr. Chomiak: Yes, thank you, so as not to pro-
long this, I had asked the previous minister, for
example, about this. That is why I was confused.
Because the Member for Russell-Roblin is
usually pretty accurate in his statements, and he
had said he thought there was a program. The
Member for Turtle Mountain (Mr. Tweed), I also
think is pretty accurate. That is why I was
hesitant in the House, yesterday, because I asked
the Department to check that out.

I was told that there are not at this point,
specifically, slots set aside at the University of
Manitoba for rural medical students. It might be
similar to the same situation with regard to the
expanded enrolment at the Faculty of Medicine.
There were fairly advanced discussions that
occurred under the previous government that did
not fully come to fruition, that we have now
taken up and are moving on. So that could be the
reason for the confusion in this regard, and that
is why I was hesitant because I was of two
minds in terms of the actual facts. As of today,
from the briefing note that has been provided to
me just as of last night's question, at present
there are not those kinds of allocations.

Mr. Chairperson: We will take a recess now so
we do not get shut out of the Chamber.

The Committee recessed at 3:54 p.m.

The Committee resumed at 4:13 p.m.
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Mr. Chairperson: The meeting will come to or-
der.

Mr. Cummings: Mr. Chairman, I will spend
just a very brief moment or two on the doctor
issue. Number one, the Minister, I believe, is
being very candid and forthright on how he
understands the seats that may or may not be
available for rural students coming in. I accept
what he says as being fact, that is not in
question, but there certainly has been an
understanding among myself and my colleagues
that in fact there was an opportunity or a
potential opportunity that could be realized here.
[ take this beyond, whether it be Neepawa or
Dauphin or Ste. Rose or areas that I am close to,
but look at rural remote.

I have seen lots of prestigious articles writ-
ten. I should not say lots, but I have seen good,
well-written articles about prestigious, in the
cases I am referring to, First Nation or Abori-
ginal professionals, who, because they got a leg
up at the right time in the development of their
career, were able and wanted to go back and
serve in those communities.

For the record, not to berate the Minister,
but for the record, for anybody who cares to
look, I think that the officials in the universities
and the people responsible for accepting en-
trances need to seriously consider this possi-
bility. That is not an affront to anybody. It is a
recognition that positive action may well deal
with some of the issues that we beat each other
bloody over on political points. We search the
world, frankly, looking for quality people to
immigrate here to take positions in rural areas. It
is an area that, of course, leads to a fair bit of
misunderstanding and accusations and need not
necessarily follow that track.

One question that remains unanswered, and
[ asked it in an oblique and rambling way
yesterday, that the Minister laughed at appro-
priately, because it is tied in my mind to dollars—
to get directly to the point, when the Minister is
reviewing salaried positions across the province,
and he would undoubtedly have the opportunity
to do this in conjunction, I am sure, with the
CEOs of the regions and other appropriate
officials, does he believe that current salary
levels that are being paid, as opposed to fee for
service, are appropriate to attract doctors in this

province, or does he believe that this also is an
impediment to keeping adequate manpower?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, firstly, I thank
the Member for his comments. One of the
statements | made yesterday in committee, I do
not know if the Member was there, was I think
that the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, Doctor
Hennen, is a very welcome addition to the
province and is very cognizant and aware and
active on the issues that the Member alluded to,
that is, rural retention, rural recruitment,
Aboriginal and remote communities. I found him
extremely open and innovative. I think that it
will be a factor, in terms of the future, in line
with some of the initiatives we are undertaking.

I was not laughing at the Member's question
yesterday. I was admiring the art form. To be
honest, I did have some trouble connecting. The
point the Member is asking me now is do we
have—it is a really tough, almost daily balancing
act with respect to the salaried fee-for-service
physician levels. I can say that, more appro-
priately, almost weekly we are dealing with one
issue or another with respect to retaining or
attracting or acquiring physicians. Clearly, with
the settlement of the MMA agreement, we have
a good relationship with the Manitoba Medical
Association at this point. They are being very
co-operative, and we are trying to deal with
these issues in a forthright and honest fashion.

Could more money help us out across the
system? Undoubtedly. Could a lot more money
help us out? Yes, but we are trying to be
cognizant of the various needs for certain
specialties in certain requirements, as well as the
need to meet the needs of local communities. I
have been impressed with the way local com-
munities have come together and worked with
overall health authorities and tried, for example,
not to outbid each other. That has been very
impressive to me. People facing the prospect of
losing a doctor or facility have been open-
minded and relatively forward.

* (16:20)

We are generally holding our own. We are
at least as good as, in fact the stats that I gave in
the Estimates showed we are a little better—this
is not political-we are holding our own this year,
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relative to last year, a little bit better, I think.
This is not a political statement. I am not taking
credit for it. There is continuing ongoing work
going on. I think the new agreement and the new
relationship is helping. To say that it is not a
challenge, to say that there is not, almost, I have
said weekly, sometimes almost daily, one issue
in one community or another which we try to
address and we try to work on. It happens. I
cannot say anything more specific.

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (St. Norbert): I was
wondering if the Minister of Health could bring
us up to speed on where we are on Lions Manor
and tell me if he has put any funds into place to
assist them through their financial difficulties at
this time.

Mr. Chomiak: I do not think there is a problem.
I think the Minister of Family Services (Mr.
Sale) is basically taking the lead on this issue
and can provide the Member with those details. 1
will advise him of the Member's question.

Mrs. Driedger: I wonder if the Minister could
tell me whether he is aware of a certain situation
in relationship to this incident with Mr. Lemay.

In fact, if we could backtrack. I am sorry, I
was not here this morning. I was at another
meeting. Was it brought up in concurrence at
all? I do not necessarily want to get into any of
the specifics of that. [ would just like to ask the
Minister if he could tell us how that particular
situation is being handled. Is there an
investigation going on?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson. the family for-
warded letters to all of us and the media several
days ago. Upon receipt of the letter, I asked the
WRHA to investigate and to look at this. I also
indicated that I would be prepared to meet with
them if that was the case, and I have asked for
the appropriate authorities, that is the hospitals
and the WRHA, to investigate this issue. In
addition, I understand that is taking place, and
the WRHA is also meeting with the urologists in
this regard.

What I have said is what | say generally in
all of these issues, that every time there is a
problem we ought to investigate and we ought to
do something so that it does not happen again.

That has always been my position and that
continues to be my position. There will be more
information, I think, once the process is com-
plete which 1 would be prepared to share with
the Member.

Mrs. Driedger: Could the Minister tell me if
there are any issues brewing with the urologists
that might have caused this kind of situation to
happen?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, as I indicated,
the WRHA is also meeting with the urologists.

Mrs. Driedger: Is the Minister aware that the
Health Sciences Centre urologists have been
refusing to take calls at St. Boniface Hospital for
the last two months because they are unhappy
with the stipend currently offered in the contract
that was set in February?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, I am aware of
the issues surrounding that. I am aware of those
issues.

Mrs. Driedger: Because that particular issue has
been ongoing for two to three months, could the
Minister give us any indication of how he is
addressing that? It seems to have been going on
for some time now and something like this that
drags on for too long certainly can put patients at
risk.

Can the Minister give us any assurances that
something is being done to address that situation
very seriously, very quickly?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, of course.

Mrs. Driedger: Could the Minister tell us if this
particular scenario where we see specialists in
one particular area, such as the urologists
refusing to cover shifts, you know, cross-cover
shifts, is it happening in other specialties as
well? Is the Minister aware of that?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, insofar as there
are obviously discussions and negotiations going
on in this area, I would prefer not to negotiate, as
it were, in this forum.

Mrs. Driedger: Could the Minister just indicate
in the situation with the urologists, has he been
aware of this situation for some time now?
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Certainly it has been an ongoing issue for two to
three months. Is he going to step in and make
sure that, in fact, we do have proper specialist
coverage, particularly at our tertiary care
hospitals, so that patients who are in as serious a
condition as Mr. Lemay are not in a position of
having to, with a broken hip, with angina, with
congestive heart failure, be loaded on an
ambulance and taken to another hospital? Is he
going to step in right now and do something, so
that that does not happen again?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, yesterday in
the passage of the Bill, the Member accused me
of micromanaging the system. The WRHA has
the responsibility and is dealing with that issue.

Mr. Jack Penner (Emerson): I wonder whether
the Minister of Health would be able to tell us
why he put a stop to the new construction of a
new facility at Emerson.

Mr. Chomiak: There were fire code upgrading
requirements made. We determined in this
capital year that it would be very important to do
those, and we have authorized those.

Mr. Jack Penner: Well, the fire upgrades and
the Fire Commissioner's concerns are of record,
and the Fire Commissioner was in agreement
that if the Province chose to build a new facility,
he would set aside the order for the upgrades till
the construction of the new facility was facili-
tated. That would have saved the Province
anywhere between $350,000 and $1 million in
his estimates. Now I wonder whether the
Minister is telling this committee that he is
willing to spend between $350,000 and $1
million to do the fire upgrades, and then a year
from now or two years from now he might
decide to build a new facility.

Mr. Chomiak: As I understand it, there have
been some requests from that facility to build a
new facility since 1992. I think that is correct,
the requests. In our review of the capital plan
and the capital requirements, we have done a
review of all of the capital projects. We were
concerned about the fire upgrade, and we
determined that that would be the best course of
action at this point.

* (16:30)

Mr. Jack Penner: Is the Minister saying that he
is willing to spend between $350,000 and $1
million to upgrade the requirements of the Fire
Commissioner and set aside? Is he telling us that
he is cancelling the project that was announced
in Emerson just a year ago, and that was on
capital planning, and that his department was in
the process of doing the capital planning for and
the construction which was, in fact, scheduled to
begin this fall? Is he cancelling that project?

Mr. Chomiak: The project was part of the
capital announcements that were made last
spring prior to the events of the summer and
early fall. We reviewed the entire capital plan,
and it was our determination at this time that the
most appropriate course of action for the safety
of the residents was to proceed with the fire
upgrades.

Mr. Jack Penner: Is the Minister aware that this
community is at least 15 miles away from the
next facility, and the Central Regional Health
Authority is in the process of attempting the
takeover of the volunteer operated ambulance in
that community, and is the Minister aware that
should that happen there is a good likelihood
that Emerson will lose its ambulance service?
They would then be within about half an hour to
an hour of any given ambulance services trip
there and back.

Is the Minister telling this committee that he
is willing to sacrifice the services that are
currently available in that town and that the
previous Conservative government had desig-
nated as a site for a new facility? He is now
cancelling the site for a new facility and putting
in jeopardy the actual operation of a hospital in a
town that is at the border crossing where a
million and a half cars, tourists, cross every year
plus 800 to 1000 heavy-load vehicles cross every
day? Is the Minister telling us that he is going to
put in jeopardy the very lives of the people who
reside in that community and travel down 75
Highway?

Mr. Chomiak: The facility remains open.

Mr. Jack Penner: The Minister knows full well
that the facility the way it is structured right
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now, even with the upgrades, is a very expensive
facility to run. With the new plans for the
facility, there would be significant savings
attributed to the Central Regional Health
Authority in the operation of that, which would
have combined the nursing station for the
personal care home and the nursing station for
the hospital area. Is the Minister telling me that
he is casting all regard for long-term cost
savings aside and doing the fire upgrades,
instead of building a new facility, which would
be much more efficient?

Mr. Chomiak: There have been proposals for
some time with respect to that facility. We made
a determination that it was very important that
we do the fire upgrade for the safety of the
residents, both in the personal care home and in
the hospital, and we put that allocation in this
year's capital budget.

Mr. Jack Penner: Is the Minister saying that he
is cancelling the project that was announced by
the previous Progressive Conservative admini-
stration? Is he indicating thereby that he is
jeopardizing the safety of the people for a long
period of time in that town of Emerson? Is he
telling us that he is concurring with the
discussions taking place that eventually might
lead towards the loss of the ambulance services
as well in that community?

Mr. Chomiak: I would like to review the situa-
tion with respect to the ambulance services. The
hospital is open and functioning, and we are
doing an upgrade of the hospital facility for the
safety of the residents and the people who utilize
that facility.

Mr. Jack Penner: I would like to ask the
Minister whether he has had significant
discussions with his department. Would he be
willing to come out to the community of
Emerson and assure them that the operation of
that facility would be maintained as it is now
over a long period of time, and whether that is in
his plan? If and when the natural resources
department decides that they need to and will
replace the dike along that side, whether he is
then willing to move the hospital and build them
a new facility?

Mr. Chomiak: I have been to that facility and I
have been to that community. The review of the

capital plan and the review of the facilities—the
Member is aware, and I have said it before, that I
am informed that there has never been as
significant a review of capital as we undertook
these last few months of the capital plan. We
made what we felt were the best determinations
for the health, safety and interests of residents,
and that is why we chose to do the fire upgrade.

Mr. Jack Penner: Mr. Chairman, the people in
rural Manitoba are really beginning to wonder
about this new administration in this province.
First of all, they are seeing now a Minister of
Health that is willing to jeopardize the lives of
people in rural Manitoba in not paying attention
and cancelling capital construction projects that
the previous government had announced,
cancelling them, and instead, tinkering with old
facilities, throwing good money after bad;
secondly, leading them to believe that they will
even lose their ability to transfer patients out of
the town into other facilities that might be within
driving distance.

Now we are left with the impression that
there will be major other changes taking place,
as this government has clearly indicated by its
legislative agenda, including the labour bill,
including education, including home schooling,
including many other aspects of free life as we
have known it.

Can the Minister explain to this committee
why he would be wanting to spend between
$350,000 and a million dollars, upgrading an old
facility that he knows will either have to be
closed or replaced within the very near future.
Those words are the words of the Fire Commis-
sioner, by the way. Why would he be throwing
good money after bad?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, I do not accept
even remotely the comments of the Member for
Emerson. I do not even deem them appropriate
for a response because they are inaccurate. With
respect to that particular facility, there was a
requirement for fire upgrading for the protection
of the residents. We made a decision to do that.

Mr. Jack Penner: The Minister wants to leave
the impression on the record that there was an
immediate urgency to the fire upgrades. That is
not true, and he knows it. The Fire Commis-
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sioner has very clearly been co-operative in not
bringing forward a closure to that facility,
because the Province had announced the con-
struction of a new facility, was quite prepared to
allow the facility to operate till the construction
of that new facility was finished.

* (16:40)

Why is the Minister willing to now, or
directing his staff to spend $350,000 up to a
million dollars to do an upgrade on a facility that
will eventually have to be closed because it is an
antiquated customs building converted to a
hospital, never suited for a hospital, never
designed to be a hospital? Can the Minister
explain why he would want to waste that kind of
money on a facility that is clearly outdated?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, the Member
indicated that that facility put the proposal
forward in 1992. In 1999, before the provincial
election, there was an announcement with
respect to a capital plan, and a major capital
program across the province. As I indicated, we
saw some of that in 1995, when there were
major announcements of capital plans that were
consequently cancelled, holus-bolus, hundreds
of millions of dollars of capital construction after
an election. So I remind the Member of that, and
I remind the Member of the fact that he was a
member of that cabinet. I believe.

Having said that, we came into office, we
reviewed the capital plan, we reviewed every
item on the capital plan. We are putting in place
a capital plan that more resembles that that was
in place in the early '90s with respect to planning
and with respect to priorities. The recommenda-
tions and the advice were that it was very
important that we do the fire upgrade for the
protection of the residents and the people of that
facility.

Mr. Jack Penner: Well, Mr. Chairman, it is
becoming very clear that what the Minister of
Conservation (Mr. Lathlin) indicated in regard to
highways is also the agenda of this government
for hospitals and care facilities. That is
becoming very evident, very clear to the people
of Manitoba. It leads one to wonder whether this
minister will underpin the losses that the
Winnipeg Health Authority is now clearly

encountering, the $10-million loss that they are
in currently, in the first quarter of operations,
and whether the Minister is in fact using the
money that he is going to save on capital
construction in rural Manitoba and health care
facilities in rural Manitoba and health services in
rural Manitoba to underpin losses incurred by his
single authority in the city of Winnipeg that he
so highly touted as going to be able to save a lot
of money. It is very evident now that the losses
they have incurred the first quarter are clearly
the indication of how wrong he was.

Secondly, the hallway medicine that we
heard so much about that he was going to fix, we
know now how he is fixing it, because con-
stituents of mine and people that we know,
friends and relatives in the city of Winnipeg that
walked into a hospital, the hospital said we
cannot check you into a Winnipeg hospital, we
will transfer you to Ste. Anne or other rural
facilities. Are you paying for those ambulance
transfer fees as well, Mr. Minister?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, I urge the
Member to talk to his colleagues and to review
the entire capital plan before he makes state-
ments of that kind.

Mr. Jack Penner: Well, Mr. Chairman, is the
Minister telling me that what I am saying is not
correct, that he is not transferring people out of
the city of Winnipeg hospitals, that he is not
admitting that his hospitals are not admitting
people, that they are advising people to go to
Ste. Anne or being that they will transfer them to
Ste. Anne and admit them into Ste. Anne and
other rural facilities instead of admitting them in
Winnipeg? Is that incorrect?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, I was referring
to the Member's rhetorical statements with
respect to the provision of services in rural
Manitoba, and the Member's allegations con-
cerning the allocation of resources with respect
to that. I have canvassed the issue of the alloca-
tions with the various authorities, and I am told
that there has been no change in policy in that
regard.

Mr. Jack Penner: Just one further comment.
The Minister knows full well that he has told the
rural regional authorities that the budget that he
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has announced for them is a final budget and
they are going to have to live within those
means. It is clear that the city of Winnipeg
authority does not need to abide by that because
having incurred a $10-million loss the first
quarter of operation clearly indicates that they
have no desire to operate within the parameters
of the budgetary allocations the Minister has
made for them. Now, secondly, he has also
stated that he would fix hallway medicine, and
we know now how he is fixing it. He is using
ambulances out of the city of Winnipeg to
transfer patients into rural hospitals surrounding
the areas, and that is how he fixed hallway
medicine, and I think, quite frankly, that is
deplorable.

Mr. Chomiak: The Member is wrong on both
counts, and the Member knows he is wrong on
both counts. I am not going to accept his
statements. He is wrong. In fact, it contradicts
stuff that has been said by members of his own
party during the course of Estimates. So perhaps
the member should check with some of his
colleagues before making some of those state-
ments.

Mr. Jack Penner: The Minister knows I am
right.

Mr. Cummings: The Minister was asked a
question today in Question Period which I think
caused some consternation on his side of the
House, but I am not comfortable that we got a
clear picture of the deficit situation related to the
current success of the Winnipeg Health
Authority. I would ask a simple straightforward
question: Is there or is there not a current deficit?

Mr. Chomiak: As I indicated several times
during the course of Estimates debate and during
the course of Concurrence, what we did in terms
of the budgetary year having come in later, and
as we took the figures that were provided from
the various health authorities with respect to
their deficit positions and we computed those
into the base funding, we did an analysis of that
and I believe we had a total of approximately
$56-million deficit funding within this year's
budget that dealt with all of the health
authorities' positions. We put the funding into
their budgets, and the assumption was that they
would live within that because that was baseline

funding that should meet their needs and require-
ments.

I also indicated during the course of the
Estimates debate that some of the health
authorities are in ongoing discussions. In fact,
some of the members of the Opposition party
have talked to some of the health authorities. We
are in discussions with all of the health
authorities with respect to their budgets and with
respect to the allocations, and it is an ongoing
process. So, at this point, we are still in dis-
cussions and we are still exchanging numbers.
We are still doing analyses not just of the
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority but the
other health authorities.

Mr. Cummings: I did not catch the exact num-
ber. It was a multiple of six in there-

An Honourable Member: Fifty-six.
Mr. Cummings: Fifty-six. That is fine.

My concemn is not alleviated by the answer,
because what I think the Minister just said is that
he built into this year's budget what was the
anticipated overexpenditure as a result of last
year's expenditures, an expenditure for which we
were roundly criticized. I am not going to dwell
on some of the less than complimentary
statements that were made by the now
government members about the fact that we had
in fact tried to keep the hospital system, the
regional system, the health care system as a
whole within boundaries of a budget but if their
needs exceeded that based on the demands of the
clientele, the residents, the ill, the elderly and the
infirm, then we would fund them.

* (16:50)

So, up to the point where this present
administration said that they had to fund a
deficit, yes, and it also proves the very point that
we were trying to make which was that there
should not have been a significant number of
cases or any cases where service could not be
provided because they were unsure if money
would be provided. It was not an open-ended
chequebook but it was indeed a practice that had
occurred more than once over the course of our
administration, but to have built that into the



August 17, 2000

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

5271

base and to now, I fear, find that if that was built
into the base—plus I think we are told there is
another six, I think for a total of nine-point
something that went into health care budget this
year—so last year's unbudgeted expenditure was
built into the base.

This year's increase was part of this year's
base along with that. So there has been an
enormous increase in expenditure in health care,
which now puts Manitoba as it was before,
continues to be within the top expenditures per
capita across this country. Does the Minister
currently find himself faced with a looming
budget in the magnitude of $10 million or more
in the Winnipeg region alone?

Mr. Chomiak: At the end of the day, and at the
end of the fiscal year we expect and anticipate
that we will be able to live within the budgetary
allocations.

Mr. Cummings: The Minister of Health and I
are obviously on different political parties. I am
the Opposition. He should well be wary, as
should I, about what we put on the record. But I
would invite the Minister not to put his neck in
the noose, inadvertently, as he just did. I will
give him the opportunity to withdraw from
where he has just put himself.

Because if he is telling me that he now
believes that he will be able to force the health
system in this province to live within his budget,
he is telling me one of two things. Either he is
very confident that he has adequately funded the
health care system—I hope he is right because we
are now well in excess of a third of the budget of
this province—or he is going to be faced with
making some draconian decisions in order to live
up to what he just put on the record. I honestly
extend the opportunity to the Minister to
reconsider or carefully consider, what he just
said. Perhaps he might want to buffer that a little
bit, because I do intend to pursue the question of
whether or not he has an impending deficit in the
Winnipeg Health Authority and perhaps, in
others.

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, we looked at
the health budgets. We did our analysis of the
requirements and needs across the system. We
noted that over the past four, five years, the

initial estimates and the actual expenditures have
been wildly out of whack. We are doing our best
to try to both achieve the health ends and the
needs of the citizens, as well as balance the
books of the Province of Manitoba.

Mr. Cummings: Well, Mr. Chairman, it pains
me to follow this line of questioning. I am sure it
pains the Minister. How is he going to be able to
explain, in particular, the restructuring issues
that there are within the larger service area in the
greater city of Winnipeg? There are demands
that need to be met within the system. One of the
demands that I know previous ministers wrestled
with, and it seems to me the current minister
must be aware of and must have lost a little bit
of sleep and made some, | would expect, serious
comment to his department and, ultimately,
conveyed the concerns to the region—is he in
danger of developing a deficit? Are they in
danger of delivering a deficit to the Province and
they have not yet dealt with what might be
subsidized costs in their cafeterias?

Mr. Chomiak: No, Mr. Chairperson.

Mr. Cummings: No was a good answer but it
reflects on my inability to ask the question
properly, as opposed to the Minister's ability to
answer it—

An Honourable Member: Properly.

Mr. Cummings: Properly. Because then 1 will
be forced to ask the direct question: Does he
believe that the authority will continue to have
subsidized cafeteria costs?

Mr. Chomiak: I am advised that the cafeteria
costs are not funded from our provincial
allocation.

Mr. Cummings: It might seem a little bit petty
but I must ask the question: Does that mean that
they are recovering their costs?

Mr. Chomiak: The Member might be aware
that there are various cost centres with respect to
various institutions.

Mr. Cummings: | am not a dentist and I do not
like pulling teeth, but I assure the Minister that
he and I are going to sit here for a little while
and discuss this. As painful as the extraction
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might be, that was a non-answer. If he would
like to be a little bit more forthcoming, I will
listen.

Mr. Chairperson: Is there a question here?

Mr. Cummings: Mr. Chairman, the question
was inherent in what I said. I felt that the Mini-
ster did not forthrightly answer the question and
that he has further information he can share with
me. [ am inviting him to do so.

Mr. Chomiak: The Member for Charleswood
(Mrs. Driedger) was right over the top by yester-
day accusing me of micromanaging the system.
Micromanaging was one of the accusations she
kept talking about, and now the Member is
asking me to micromanage the cost centres at the
various institutions.

I said to the Member for Ste. Rose (Mr.
Cummings) that [ am advised that the funding
that goes to the cafeterias is not directly, if there
is subsidization, that it is not directly from our
allocations. That is what I am advised.

Mr. Cummings: I do not have the answer from
my own sources so the Minister will forgive me
if I sound a little repetitive, but I can extrapolate
from what he just said that either it is absorbed
within some administrative aspect in a larger
part of the budget within his facilities or it
recovers its costs.

It is not rocket scientists that need to sort
out the budgetary requirements here. The reason
this line of questioning makes sense is that we
have had significant statements from this
government about how they can improve the
management of the health care system, how they
can deliver all of the services, how they can
improve on the staffing and all of the
shortcomings in, pardon the pun, Manitoba's
health care system.

* (17:00)

I think the Minister has perhaps walked into
a situation that is going to be very hard for him
to explain to the public at large, and this is very
directly related to the same line of thinking and
questioning that the Member for Russell (Mr.
Derkach), the Member for Charleswood (Mrs.
Driedger) and myself were pursuing yesterday.
That is, if the Minister is saying here is your

budget, live within it, I know enough about the
health care system to say that I believe that
means there is going to be some difficult
decisions that are being offloaded to those
authorities.

I would have to ask if, in these words or in
similar vein, he has said to the authorities, either
in Winnipeg or across the province, here is your
budget, you must live within it, and the decisions
you make to live within it are yours.I am not
asking him to micromanage, in fact, that would
be the opposite of micromanagement, that would
be assigning the responsibility to those who have
been appointed and those who have been hired
to make decisions in these areas. I think it is a
fair question. The Minister should not feel it is
an unreasonable question, because the corollary
of this is the very criticism that he heaped on our
administration—-and yes, there was a $40-million
overrun, | believe there was a $90-million
overrun at one point in health costs, which we
acknowledged, because we said no one should
have to end up short. Out in rural Manitoba we
made the point repeatedly, despite the fears and
allegations that were raised by members of the
then-Opposition, that we were not in the
business of closing facilities. We would do
everything we could to make sure that the
services, the facilities and the manpower
remained available where it was traditionally
available. There were times when we could not
find it, but the object was always to make it
available.

As I said before, the Minister should not
voluntarily put his head in the noose saying that
there will be no overruns. I invite him again to
choose his words carefully on how he answers
this question, because he will be held ac-
countable for it.

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, the Member
asks me to say there will be no overruns. Then
he asks me to say did I direct all of the regional
health authorities to live within their budgets and
then make ensuing cuts, and oh, by the way,
when we were in government, we accom-
modated their needs and we did not close
facilities. There have been no facilities closed.
We have tried to do realistic budgeting. We are
working with the regions, and we will continue
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to work with the regions, and we will continue to
try to provide the health care that is required.

Mr. Cummings: Laudable objectives, and I give
the Minister credit for what he just encapsulated,
but yes, I did invite him to say that there would
be no overruns. I did not twist his arm, however,
to put that on the record.

I am asking him. He still did not give me a
yes or no. It strikes a little bit of fear in the
hearts of those of us who represent some of the
less densely populated areas of the province.
What, if any, direction on a budgetary basis has
this government and this minister, as part of the
Government-I understand that he has Treasury
Board obligations, he has cabinet responsi-
bilities, but he also bears the brunt of some
enormous health care promises. Sadly, for him,
he has to answer to those promises he is
expected to deliver. I would ask him, again, to
give me a little bit more frank answer about
whether or not the directive has gone to the
facilities.

Let me make it easier for the Minister.
When we were in government, almost invariably
we told the facilities, the regions, you have got
to try and live within your budget, but they
consistently made cases that were, in their view,
unanticipated or that perhaps they could have
delayed for a while. I am not saying that the
Minister has suddenly sprouted horns. I am not
saying that he is deliberately trying to close
facilities, but I want to know the nature of the
administration that he is now firmly responsible
for in health care.

Sadly, we cannot talk about this off the
record in the sense of whether or not if a concern
comes up. Sure, we are not going to see people
suffer unnecessarily, but we have questions like
highway medicine versus hallway medicine. We
have questions about the example of what we
saw next door in Saskatchewan. Saskatchewan
made a solid case, they thought, but we saw
what the electoral result was. They have the
Saskatchewan Party breathing in their ear, and
they had to remove their foot from their mouth
literally in terms of accepting a Liberal coalition
in order to cling to power as a result of some of
the changes that they made.

There are a lot of people in rural Manitoba
who voted for this minister, who believed this

administration when they said they could
deliver. 1 would like him to now ease the
concerns, or he is going to leave me and every
member of the Opposition a pretty big cudgel to
hit him with, depending on what direction he
believes that he would like to see these
budgetary responsibilities take.

Mr. Chomiak: That was a pretty long-winded
question that covered a lot of territory and a lot
of ground. As I indicated to the Member
previously, we are in constant communication
with the regions, an ongoing communication
with the regions. We are continuing analysis.
There are many members of the Member's
caucus that have implored me during the course
of Estimates and concurrence to provide
additional funding to their region or another
region or related regions. We did a budget
assessment going in, and we hope and anticipate
that facilities can live within the allocations
provided. But we are in ongoing discussions
with all of the regions, and I have made that
clear from the beginning of Estimates until now.

Mr. Cummings: Mr. Chairman, I understand
there would be an interest in changing this
department for another briefly for some ques-
tions opportunity, and probably we could all use
a different line of thought for a couple of
moments.

An Honourable Member: So what happens?
Do we just come—

Mr. Chairperson: There will be another mini-
ster.

Mr. Darren Praznik (Lac du Bonnet): Yes,
Mr. Chair, if the Minister of Labour (Ms.
Barrett)—we have asked if she could be here for a
few moments. I have a couple of quick questions
for her, and I think we will be getting back to the
Minister of Health and the Premier (Mr. Doer) as
we still have a lot of issues with the Minister of
Health. I know I have some issues I want to raise
with him.

To the Minister of Labour, just a couple of
quick questions. Probably I am looking, Mr.
Chair, for more of an undertaking to track the
information down for me as opposed to
expecting her to have it on hand today.
[interjection] Yes, another "frankomatic," a
"frankomatic."[interjection]
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Mr. Chairperson: Order. The Member for Lac
du Bonnet has the floor.

Mr. Praznik: Yes, Mr. Chair, I would like to
ask the Minister several questions. Really one
for some information regarding the situation in
Flin Flon and her Mines Inspections Branch. The
information 1 am looking for is fairly detailed
and I think important to be on the public record.
It may not be of any significance at all or it may
be of significance, but I would be looking today,
and I will give her my questions, for her to give
me an undertaking within the next seven to ten
days if she could provide me in writing with the
information I am requesting.

What I am looking for is this. Having served
in that portfolio and being fairly familiar with its
operation, the Mines Inspection Branch, which is
a specialized unit of, not the Workplace Safety
and Health Division, but it is a specialized unit
for really workplace safety and health in the
mines. There are many, many good people who
work in that. | have had a chance to be out with
them and got to know them quite well and the
work they do. They have always been, in my
view, one of the front-line defences on
workplace safety and health. They spend a lot of
time in the mines. There are not a lot of mines in
Manitoba. They spend a lot of time in there.
They know their craft very well.

*(17:10)

The mines inspector in the Flin Flon area
where this very terrible tragedy took place is a
Mr. Dallas Nymko, who I think the Minister is
familiar with. Mr. Nymko, I have spent time
with. I learned a lot about mine safety from Mr.
Nymko.

An Honourable Member: Mymko.

Mr. Praznik: Mymko, pardon me. Hansard peo-
ple may want to get the spelling from the
Minister to make sure we have it right. But Mr.
Mymko is an individual, when I was Minister of
Labour and toured Flin Flon, I spent a lot of time
with him. He is an individual who is quite a
character, but has a very good understanding of
the operation of smelters and mines and the like.

Now the reason I ask this is I understand
that Mr. Mymko also holds a position within the

Manitoba Government Employees Union and
was heading up or involved with the negotiations
that took place recently to conclude a collective
agreement. I understand that he spent a great
number of weeks, if not months, in the city of
Winnipeg in his duties as a member of the
MGEU negotiating team. Do not get me wrong,.
[ am not in any way trying to imply there is
anything wrong with that. Our collective agree-
ments—I am very well aware of them as a former
civil service minister—provide for union work to
be done from time to time as it arises, and Mr.
Mymko was certainly in his rights doing that.

My question to the Minister is this. I would
like her to provide me with the following
information. If she could give us, say, over the
last year or two, the number of visits and work
done by Mr. Mymko in Flin Flon in visiting the
smelter in question, what his usual visits were
and work he did, because I know he is a very
conscientious individual. I would also like to
know during his period of absence on union
business who replaced him in doing the job and
what was their activity in Flin Flon in visiting
that smelter during the period in which Mr.
Mymko was absent for his MGEU work.

So I would like to know kind of the normal
visits, because 1 know part of their work is to
regularly drop by. It was, during my time as
minister, something I encouraged. They should
be dropping by, working with people, trying to
identify problems. I know Mr. Mymko is very
conscientious, very experienced. [ relied a great
deal on his advice from time to time as the
Minister. I would suspect he spent a fair bit of
time on these issues. I know that he was away
from Flin Flon for quite a period prior to this
event. | am just curious to know what arrange-
ments the Department made to cover that period
in his absence, who replaced him, was that
person resident in Flin Flon, and what activity
did they carry on during the time frame in which
Mr. Mymko was absent, and how did that
activity compare to the normal work that would
have been done when the regular mines
inspector, Mr. Mymko, was there?

[ think that is an issue that eventually has to
be answered, because obviously if there was a
lack of activity going on, did that have an effect
in this or not? What arrangements does the
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Department make when members, inspectors are
away a long period of time? So if the Minister
today could undertake to provide me with that
information, say in the next seven to fourteen
days, in writing, I would be perfectly content
with that commitment.

Hon. Becky Barrett (Minister of Labour): I so
do make that commitment to the best of my
ability, and I only say to the best of my ability
because I do not have first-hand knowledge of
the answers to these questions, so I will find out
as much as I can, but I cannot guarantee because
I do not know the degree of specificity I can
give, but I will get as much information as is
possible for me to get on this situation.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Chair, 1 appreciate that,
having served in that portfolio. What I am asking
for is the information that she could obtain from
her department and if she could provide that to
me within the next seven to fourteen days in
writing, and then | have concluded my questions
for the Minister.

Mr. Harold Gilleshammer (Minnedosa): Mr.
Chairman, I am pleased to see the Minister of
Health back again and wondering whether he has
talked to some of those citizens in the Westman
area that have some concerns about the Govern-
ment's view towards maintaining rural hospitals.
I think it was on June 28 the Minister committed
to talking to the Mayor of Boissevain to give
him whatever information he could on the so-
called template on rural hospitals. I was
wondering if he has done that yet.

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, as I indicated
with respect to the template, we are reviewing
that, and I anticipate it will be circulated for
comment in due course. The specific mayor, I
believe it is the Mayor of Boissevain, I have not
spoken with.

Mr. Gilleshammer: So the commitment the
Minister made in the House almost two months
ago to pick up the phone and talk to him has
gone unfulfilled. Is that correct?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, as I indicated,
there are a variety and lots of communities and
individuals that I wish to speak to, will be
visiting, and I hope to do so in the near future.

Mr. Gilleshammer: | would ask if he has met
with, responded to, communicated with the
Mayor of Rivers and the concerned citizens of
Rivers, who wrote to him in May or June
regarding the future of the Rivers Hospital?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, I believe there
has been contact between that organization and
my office.

Mr. Gilleshammer: The Minister would con-
firm that he has had no personal contact with the
Mayor and the citizens of Rivers, and he has not
personally spoken with them, met with them, or
responded to their letter?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, I will have to
confirm with respect to correspondence vis-a-vis
letter.

Mr. Cummings: Mr. Chairman, the Minister
very carefully said that it was his understanding
that cafeterias were not a funded aspect of
delivery of health care. Can he outline to me
what sources of revenue might be for a regional
authority that has cafeterias?

*(17:20)

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, I am advised
that there was a policy in the previous admini-
stration that deficits of cafeterias and the like are
funded from sources within in terms of
institutions. That is what I am advised. I am
advised that is still the present policy.

Mr. Stan Struthers, Acting Chairperson, in the
Chair

Mr. Cummings: Well, am | away from the
wilderness or is there only one primary source of
funding for health facilities, plus whatever
fundraising they might do, plus whatever
revenues they bring in? If there is a deficit in the
cafeteria area, somewhere one of those pots, or if
there is a fourth one I would be more than
willing to accept that there might be, that they in
fact will have to cover the deficit. I am not trying
to nitpick over you know what in pepper, but
frankly the Minister and I have to have a better
understanding between us on this issue because
it is most inappropriate for us to be discussing
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potential deficits in the Regional Health
Authority here in Winnipeg, and I am not sure
that I have confirmed that there is in fact a
deficit situation right now.

So let me rephrase the question in another
way. Can the Minister confirm that he has had
requests to his office asking for support to cover
the deficits in the cafeterias?

Mr. Chomiak: The Member is correct. There
are three sources of funding for particular insti-
tutions. There is the funding and block funding
that they receive, in a variety of means, from the
regional health authority, which comes from the
provincial government via the-what is the word
escaping me?

An Honourable Member: Taxpayers.
An Honourable Member: General support.

Mr. Chomiak: Yes, general support. Secondly,
there is the fundraising from the activities of that
particular organization or foundation, and
thirdly, there is some revenue generation that
some institutions and some bodies have. I am
advised that previous govemment policy was
that the previous government—I remember, when
[ say that, the previous Minister of Health saying
that, saying that deficits in kitchens in the
cafeterias would not be funded from government
revenues. The Member is confirming that was in
fact the case. That is how I recall it, and I am
advised that that still is the present policy of our
government.

Mr. Cummings: The Minister would be pre-
pared to stand by what he believes, I think, was a
reasonable approach and that is that taxpayers'
subsidies, via the various granting procedures
that facilities are funded under, that none of that
money should go towards the support of
cafeteria services. But if there is a deficit in the
cafeteria, and there seems to be a concern and in
fact deficits are developing out there related to
cafeterias, the facilities or the RHA, and that is
the rural acronym, I understand, have very little
choice on how they can deal with that. But I
think people who support the facilities through
fundraising activities would be interested to
know that perhaps that would be where the
deficit might be covered.

I invite the Minister, if he can confirm,
and/or can he confirm at some future date, if he
does not have the information today, but is he
prepared to confirm or deny that there are
known-his office should be aware that there are
known deficits developing in the cafeteria
services?

Mr. Chomiak: Now I am dealing with my
memory, and this could be a danger at this point.
This has been a long-standing problem. Of
course it is caught up in the issue of the frozen
food contract, as well as deficits with respect to
the provision of frozen food, as well as
operations of the various cafeterias around the
city. [interjection] Well, the Member for
Charleswood (Mrs. Driedger) will have a chance
to clarify her point.

Mr. Chairperson in the Chair

As I indicated, I do not know the line-by-
line items off the top with respect to the
expenditures and the revenue. I will take a look
at that particular issue. I am advised and I recall
that that was the previous government's position,
and [ am advised that a similar position is
maintained. Certainly I will endeavour to find
out the specifics of that in order to clarify if the
advice that has been given to me is in fact
accurate, and 1 will provide that information to
the Member.

Mr. Cummings: I am dismayed that the Mini-
ster would draw the connection between the
frozen food debate and whether or not there are
cafeterias that may or may not be developing
deficits. He did not, as best I can understand,
answer me directly on whether or not he had had
any information delivered to his desk, to his
office that in fact there are deficits developing in
this area and that somebody is going to have to
deal with them.

Mr. Chomiak: I do not want to deflect from the
Member's question, which [ will get back to. The
Member can well remember the issue of
cafeterias is kind of significant with respect to
frozen food because the provision of food for the
cafeterias was supposed to be a potential funding
source for the frozen food contract when it was
first entered into. Then seven of the nine
facilities pulled out of that aspect of the frozen
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food contract which affected expenditures and
revenues concerning the frozen food project. So,
it is an interesting issue, and the reason I raise it
is because there is a long history in terms of the
accounting and whether money is made or
whether money is not made and how that works.
I have a bit of a history in this area which is why
[ raise that issue.

[ was not attempting to deflect the issue; I
was not attempting to confuse the issue. I was
simply attempting to indicate that there is an
interesting history in this particular area. As I
have indicated, with respect to the issues that
were raised in the House today, we are in
discussions on a variety of issues across the
board with a lot of the RHAs conceming
financial matters. I have said that consistently
during the course of the Estimates and during the
course of Concurrence with respect to our
approach to the RHAs and to the budgetary
process and in response to many, many
questions from the Member's colleagues with
respect to specific RHAs and their financial
situation.

* (17:30)

Mr. Cummings: I do not for one moment deny
the complexity of the budgeting issues that the
Minister might well be in, in discussions with
regions and facilities, but this specific question
is troubling and I would like the Minister to be
more direct. | am willing to accept that his
memory, that myriad issues cross his desk, I
acknowledge. I would not expect him to know
the minute details, but it strikes me, given the
controversy that surrounds this particular aspect,
given the debate that has occurred over the last
number of years, that if this one crossed my desk
and I was Minister of Health, I would sit straight
up and my eyes would bug out and I would not
forget. I do not think this minister has forgotten
if in fact he was given notification or indication
that a deficit was developing in this area. Has he
or has he not had notification that a deficit is
developing in this area?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, as I indicated
to the Member throughout the course of this
debate and in the House, we are in financial
discussions with all the RHAs on a variety of
financial issues and those discussions continue.

Mr. Cummings: Out of deference to the
Premier (Mr. Doer), if he has made himself
available, I would like, if there is a willingness
all the way around that we would ask that the
Premier make himself available and excuse the
Minister of Health for—

An Honourable Member: For how long?

Mr. Cummings: [ cannot give you a precise
time. I would if I had one, to tell you the truth,
but I know that there are—

An Honourable Member: Until six?

Mr. Cummings: Well, obviously the operations
of the House will be reviewed at six to see
whether or not the hours will be extended, so let
us go until six for sure.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Mr. Chairman, I thank the
Premier for making himself available for the
Committee this afternoon.

I just wanted to pursue further the question
that I raised in Question Period today. The
Premier has indicated some of the areas where
he made promises during the election, and some
of the comments that he has put on the record
have I think led to some uncertainty as to where
he was at with some of these issues. I am led to
believe that the Premier met with the editorial
board of the Winnipeg Free Press during the
campaign and indicated that there were areas of
labour that he was going to have his government
look at in reference to minimum wage, work-
place health and safety, workers compensation,
and that he was asked the direct question
whether there was any agenda of labour relations
law changes and that the Premier said no, we
will not be making any changes to labour law.

I am wondering if the Premier could confirm
that.

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Well, I recall in the
election campaign there were a number of
forums, including a number of business forums
where they asked me a number of questions
about labour law. As [ recall, the specific
questions dealt with very specific items, anti-
replacement legislation, antireplacement worker
legislation. As [ also recall, they dealt with
returning to FOS. In all the forums, 1 said we
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were not going to do it. In fact, I remember even
before the '99 election when David Newman was
the chair of the Manitoba Chamber of Com-
merce, a question was asked and I basically said
no. Those seemed to be the issues of interest to
various groups that were asking us questions on
labour.

I also said, and I recall saying to people that
if there was going to be any changes they would
go to the Labour Management Review Commit-
tee, and they did.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Mr. Chairman, I am given
to understand the direct question was asked
whether The Labour Relations Act, whether the
laws dealing with labour relations would be
changed during your mandate, and that the
answer was no and that you were very clear in
that answer, and also reassuring to those in
business and others who asked that question. Of
course, consistent with that, this substance that
we find in the labour relations bill that we are
still debating in the House was not mentioned in
the Throne Speech, was not mentioned at the
business and labour summit and was not
mentioned in your earlier speeches, and sud-
denly in July it comes forward. So, in my mind,
there is an inconsistency here.

We are not talking about sending things to
the labour and management committee, but
people were concerned that there would be
labour law changes consistent with what, I
guess, NDP governments have brought forward
in the past. In answer to that question you said
no, there will not be. There is no agenda to make
changes in labour law. Now we find this bill has
been introduced in July, and we see a
discrepancy or an inconsistency there. I am
wondering if the Premier feels that he gave a
direct answer at that time.

Mr. Doer: With the greatest respect to the
editorial board, I do not always agree with
everything they write. The other day they were
writing an editorial saying that maybe we should
relook at Garrison, which is not that helpful
down in Washington right now, as a document to
be prepared. Some PR person arranges a meeting
with people from North Dakota. They come up
there, they do not even talk to us and then they
write their editorials. It was not that helpful.

They have written editorials about the com-
munity colleges. We are trying to do due
diligence on community colleges and they then
make a statement about what we are or are not
doing without knowing the facts, like how much
per square foot is it per student, in terms of what
we are going to do.

I remember a number of times I was asked
whether we were going to bring in anti-replace-
ment worker legislation like NDP governments
have brought in, in Ontario and British
Columbia, and the answer to that question was,
no, that is not in this bill. That is the kind of stuff
business was focussing in on with questions they
asked me in a number of different forms. They
were worried about the fact that Bob Rae had
brought in anti-replacement worker legislation
and B.C. had brought it in. They asked me
whether we were going to bring it in, and I said
no, and we have not.

Mr. Gilleshammer: It is one thing to say that
you might agree or disagree with something the
editorial board writes about future government
direction and policy. In this case, I am given to
understand that the members of the board that
met with you during the campaign asked the
direct question: Will you be amending The
Labour Relations Act? The clear answer is no.
Now, from the Premier, I hear the Premier
saying: Well, we talked about this and we talked
about that, and we said we would not do this, but
there is, I think, a credibility gap growing here.

* (17:40)

They are very clear in what they wrote in the
paper when they indicate that several audiences
during last fall's election campaign were told by
yourself that you had no agenda of labour
relations law changes. Now, with Bill 44, there
seem to be substantive changes that have been
brought forward by you. It just seems to me that
there is an area where there are people feeling
misled by what you said then and what you are
doing now. I know that we do not always agree
with the direction editorials take, but this a
question, I think a very black-and-white issue,
where you were asked a point-blank question
and gave a direct answer that obviously was
clear to them and reassuring to them. I ask again
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whether that was not the circumstances during
that meeting?

Mr. Doer: As I recall the "business" meetings
that were held, I recall very clearly at two or
three different business forums [ was at,
including public forums, including the Winnipeg
Chamber of Commerce, the Brandon Chamber
of Commerce. In fact there were more business
debates, I think, in the last election than any
other area. The Real Estate Board, there were a
number of public debates. There were some pri-
vate discussions in question and answer periods
along the way. I remember at the Business
Council they asked me two direct questions on
labour. I remember the Manitoba Chamber asked
me questions. It was all to do, as you said, with
NDP legislation in other provinces, NDP
legislation dealing with anti-replacement worker.
I said we were not going to bring it in, and we
did not.

Mr. Gilleshammer: The editorial, as I read it,
was that they came away from that meeting
feeling that you had made it very clear that
labour relations changes were not on your
agenda other than the issues which I identified
earlier, the minimum wage, the Workplace
Health and Safety and Workers Compensation,
but from your meeting with them, I believe they
have indicated that you made it very clear that
labour relations changes were not on your
agenda.

Do you then dispute what the editorial board
has said in this editorial of August 16 where they
said that you were very clear and very reassuring
that you would not be opening up this act and
making these changes?

Mr. Doer: The quote is Mr. Doer told several
audiences during last fall's election campaign, as
opposed to the quote "editorial board." I did get
asked. I remember the specific question, and I
remember who asked it. I remember Otto Lang
. asked the question at the Business Council about
anti-replacement worker legislation. I said no,
and I have kept my commitment on that promise.

The other question I got asked is: Are we
going back to the FOS under Howard Pawley?
Are we going to bring it in, in a new govemn-
ment? | said no, and we have not brought it in.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Would the Premier confirm
that amongst the groups that he met with to
discuss issues of campaign promises and
direction that a government led by you would
take, one of the groups you met with was the
editorial board of the Winnipeg Free Press?

Mr. Doer: Yes, I met with all the editorial
boards that I can recall in the election campaign.
I meet with them regularly.

Mr. Gilleshammer: So are you saying, then,
that when you said that there would be no
agenda or answered the questions indicating
there would be no labour relations law changes,
the changes that you are bringing forward in Bill
44 are of such an insignificant impact on labour
relations that you do not see this as being part of
an agenda to change labour relations in this
province?

Mr. Doer: Well, you are putting words in my
mouth, and I think that those are your words not
mine.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Well, clearly there were
groups who wanted to know what Today's NDP
stood for during the campaign, that you had
indicated that you believed in balanced budgets
and that legislation would be maintained.
Certainly there were groups, including the
editorial board and others, who wanted to know
what direction you were going to go on labour
relations law. What you are indicating to us is
that there were specific items that you indicated
were not on the agenda, legislation that you
would not bring in. Because specific questions
were not asked on the right to vote for
certification and the new regulations on strike-
lockout, you are indicating to us now then that,
because you were not indicated those questions
specifically, you are not in conflict with what
you said during the campaign.

Mr. Doer: | think I indicated any time I was
asked that anything we would do would go to
Labour Management Review Committee. I
remember the questions were very specific, and
the concerns were very specific about anti-
replacement worker legislation. It has been intro-
duced by a number of other NDP governments
in the past. I can say primarily the questions I
got from business were dealing with the
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balanced budget legislation and balanced budget
laws. Primarily the discussions I had with
editorial boards focussed in on the balanced
budget laws. There were very specific questions,
and 1 gave very specific answers to those
questions. I think we have always been on the
record on essential services. Obviously that
would be an amendment to some legislation.

On the other side, we got lots of questions
from unions. Are you going to bring in anti-
replacement worker legislation? I gave the same
answer. 1 got lots of questions from trustees
about Bill 72 in a number of different debates. |
said the same thing, and they have the tapes
from my statements in public forums where I
said I would amend the changes in Bill 72. We
actually did not go as far as what the full
amendments would be by having a commission
dealing in Bill 42 with classroom size. Actually
it falls short of my commitment in the sense that
we thought that the special needs report and
some of the other reports dealing with teacher-
pupil ratio with that report that is now before the
Province, commissioned by the previous
government, should be examined in a more
comprehensive way rather than being delegated
to each school division for arbitration.

There were a number of questions we got
asked. Free collective bargaining. Are you going
to restrict free collective bargaining like Bob
Rae did? Are you going to bring in anti-
replacement worker legislation like Bob Rae
did? Are you going to bring in anti-replacement
worker legislation like Harcourt did? Are you
going to bring in anti-replacement worker
legislation like Québec did, the Party Québécois
did? I can say the majority of the questions I had
asked from both labour and business and from
anybody else, the editorial questions were
mostly around balanced budgets and the labour
relations questions from business were mostly
around anti-replacement worker legislation.

* (17:50)

As I recall, there was some debate in the
federal jurisdiction almost at the same time as
the debate about the amendments to the federal
labour code, which by the way has a 50% certi-
fication. I do not know if Mulroney brought that
in or Chrétien, but I will have to find out.

Mr. Gilleshammer: I would ask again then: Do
you dispute the Free Press editorial board who
have confirmed with us that during your meeting
with them you made it clear that labour relations
changes were not part of your agenda? They are
saying very clearly that you indicated that you
would not be changing The Labour Relations
Act. We seem to have a pretty substantial dis-
pute here between what they are saying and what
you are saying,.

Mr. Doer: You know, everybody that changes a
sentence moves the question along to a different
place. It mentions several audiences. I recall a
couple of audiences asking questions about
labour relations. It was very specific to, as you
said before in about your third question, anti-
replacement worker legislation. That was the
concern that was raised to us in the campaign. It
was raised by labour, and it was raised by
business. It is not in this bill. Previous NDP
governments have done that, brought it in. We
did not. We were asked very specific questions
and we gave very specific answers, and we have
kept our specific commitments. Several
audiences have said in the editorial-the very
specific question was dealing with a very
specific piece of legislation that business did not
want in Manitoba. Labour did.

I said the same thing to labour as I said to
business. | said the same thing to trustees as I

said to teachers. I said the same thing to nurses

as | did to medical health administrators.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Well, let us narrow it
down. One of the several audiences was the
editorial board and in the words of the editorial
board, to a direct question regarding your
policies, you indicated that there was no agenda
to change labour relations law. You were very
clear on that. Now you seem to be disputing that,
and I do not want to talk about other audiences,
simply that audience at the editorial board. They
were very clear that you indicated that these
changes or any changes in labour law would not
be brought forward and that they were reassured
and they were clear in what you were saying.
Much different behaviour has followed, in that
you have brought in Bill 44. I think it is very
clear that in the discussions, their interpretation
of the discussion, their direct questions to you,
they did not anticipate, expect, believe that there
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would be any labour law changes brought
forward, and there is a conflict between the
comments that you made before the editorial
board and the behaviour that your government
has exhibited in bringing forward this labour
legislation.

Mr. Doer: The editorial does not say Mr. Doer
told the editorial board, it said we told several
audiences and the audiences that I recall, one of
them was one of the business groups, and I think
two business groups asked me very specific
questions, and [ gave them very specific
answers, and | kept my specific word.

Mr. Chairperson: Before we reach six o'clock,
the Chair wishes to announce to all the members
of the Committee that we have been given leave
by the House to sit until 7 p.m. That means we
do not see the clock until 7.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Mr. Chairman, the mem-
bers of the editorial board have confirmed today
that they asked the direct question on labour law
changes and were told that there would not be
changes to labour legislation in this province.
Contrary to that, you have brought forward this
bill. So there is a, I guess, discrepancy in what
you said at that time and what you have done
since then. Again, in our discussions with them,
they have said that you were very clear about
that, and you have varied from the answers you
gave at that time. I am not talking about other
groups, but I am talking about your discussion
with the editorial board during the election
period.

Mr. Doer: Well, we discussed a lot of issues
including—and I recall the other day there was an
editorial asking us to break our promise on the
10% tuition fee cut by the Free Press editorial
board. In other words, we made a promise in the
election campaign and we fulfilled it after the
campaign, and the editorial board is still asking
us now to break our promise to all the people of
Manitoba. That is their right to do so. That is
freedom of the press, but I cannot believe-I
mean, in terms of the positions they take or the
statements they make, that is their right to take
them. I disagree.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Well, that is a totally dif-
ferent issue. What they are saying, and I know I

think I have heard you more than once saying
how novel it is that you keep your promises, and
I would say that in the minds of the editorial
board, in the discussions we have had, that you
made a commitment that you would not bring
labour law changes before the Legislature. Now
you have done so. So you have changed your
position on this, and it is, I guess, one of the
Province's promises that you have not kept.

Would you comment on that?

Mr. Doer: You know, you cannot fight people
who buy their ink by the barrel, and [ am not
going to begin to. [ think that the specific ques-
tions that I got asked throughout the campaign,
and the specific fear I heard from business and
editorial writers that support business and others
was: Are you going to bring in the kind of anti-
replacement worker legislation that Bob Rae
brought in in Ontario? I got the same questions
from labour. If we had brought that in, then I
think that those people who are making those
comments would be accurate. But we did not.
Governments have to govern.

The other side of the equation is free
collective bargaining. We believe in free collec-
tive bargaining, have always supported it. People
ask: Are you going to bring in Bob Rae's anti-
free collective bargaining stuff? Well, no, we do
not intend on doing that. What if people had
defied, say in the cancer institute—they did not
because they got a settlement—but what if people
in a life-and-limb situation had defied the
Conservative law, and we were faced with that
challenge? We would have to act accordingly
even after saying we believe in free collective
bargaining. We also believe in the right of
medicare. When two principles conflict and
circumstances dictate decision making, we will
try to make those decisions.

I talked to a lot of groups in the campaign. |
did talk to a lot of groups about our belief that if
the Labour Management Review Committee
could work, we would like to see it work. I know
that in this case there are six or seven proposals
that have worked, and three that have not. Those
three we have amended. That is the reality of
governing. I know that sometimes you have to
make decisions, and you make them
accordingly. Having said that, I feel that the two



5282

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

August 17, 2000

specific questions that I was asked by a number
of people in the campaign, those commitments
were kept.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Would you confirm then
that what I hear you saying is that the inter-
pretation of the editorial board of this discussion
during the election over labour relations law
issues is not accurate?

* (18:00)

Mr. Doer: [ am not going to argue with the
editorial board. I cannot recall whether it was the
editorial board or another "business audience." |
remember the business audiences. I think it was
the same day as I met with the editorial board. I
met with the business council. I met with other
groups, and they asked me two specific
questions: one was anti-scab or anti-replacement
worker and the other one was going back to
Howard Pawley's FOS. I remember those two
specific questions being asked in a number of
places. I said we were not going to do it. We
have not. We are not bringing in legislation that
is quote, considered as extreme as, quote, British
Columbia or Ontario.

Mr. Gilleshammer: So would it be fair to say
that their interpretation of that meeting, where
they have interpreted to understand on their part
that you would not bring in this legislation, their
interpretation of that meeting is wrong then?

Mr. Doer: Well, I think it is safe to say my
recollection is we did not spend a lot of time on
this item. As I recall, the majority of the time in
the meeting was dealing with balanced budget
legislation and the future of the city of
Winnipeg, two subjects that the editorial board is
very, very interested in. They were featuring a
number of articles during the campaign as I
recall it. I think we spent more time on the city
of Winnipeg by far, in terms of downtown,
housing, the so-called fire zone, the issue of
education and training. | remember trying to talk
about education and training consistent with the
economic report and trying to tie it back to the
city of Winnipeg. I remember they kind of
dismissed that idea, which I did not think was
entirely fair, but that is their right. So my
recollection was more a discussion about the city
of Winnipeg and the future of the city of

Winnipeg, and that is very consistent with the
editorial policy.

If you look through the campaign, there
were probably more stories on the city of
Winnipeg and downtown Winnipeg than any-
thing else. How much time we spent on it and
what conclusions they came to, I do not think
they asked me very many specific questions like
the Business Council did. The Business Council,
I remember Otto Lang stood up and said: Are
you going to bring in anti-scab—he called it anti-
scab, not anti-replacement worker—and are you
going to bring in FOS? I said no to both of them,
and it is not in the Bill.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Well, I would indicate to
the Premier, in the editorial, it says that he said
he would leave labour relations alone. The
question was important because the NDP's close
links with the labour movement raised a question
whether an NDP government would seek to tilt
labour law in favour of unions. It said Mr. Doer's
answers were clear and reassuring.

So what I am gathering from this is that they
came away with a completely different interpre-
tation of the meeting than you did. They are
maintaining, and they have done so today, that
you clearly indicated to them the you would not
open up The Labour Relations Act, that you
would not be making changes that are encom-
passed in Bill 44. You are saying you have no
recollection of that, that you talked about other
legislation that Howard Pawley had brought in
or that the Ontario government had brought in.
So I guess, in the parlance of the House, we have
a dispute over the facts.

Mr. Doer: There were a number of them at the
meeting. [ cannot recall whether it was the Free
Press or just the Business Council that asked the
specific question on-the question I got the
majority of the time in the campaign from
business people and from labour, if it was a
labour group, was dealing with anti-replacement
legislation. I gave the same answer to both
groups, and that is reflected in the law as before
the Legislature now.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Well, I believe the Business
Council asked the same question at a different
time and came away with the same under-
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standing, that given Today's NDP's conversion
to believing in balanced budgets, there would
not be any tilting of the field, there would not be
any labour relations law changes. There is a
feeling that either they were misled or something
has changed since then to make you bring this
legislation forward.

Mr. Doer: Well, I believe in rebalancing the
situation in Manitoba. When it became clear,
based on advice we received, that the second
vote was perceived as a tilt, I said in the House
and said publicly we would amend it and change
it, as we have done in amendments. I know I
said that any changes or any proposed concepts
should go to the Labour Management Review
Committee. | remember when we were dealing
with some of the ideas, we did send it to the
Labour Management Review Committee. | am
pleased, unlike Bill 26, there were seven areas of
close agreement.

So we took the second vote out because it
was clearly demonstrated to us that it would be
inconsistent with the general tone of discussions
with people in the election campaign. I am just
giving you a general response, and | remember a
lot of questions in the campaign dealing with the
Labour Management Review Committee or the
anti-replacement worker. Reporters ask me
questions every day, with cameras rolling and
tapes rolling, and if you go back through the
campaign, | know [ was asked questions in the
campaign about anti-replacement workers. |
know that was the "hot button item" that the
media was asking about because of the fact that
NDP governments in Ontario and British
Columbia, and the Québec government, through
Liberal and NDP governments, have maintained
that.

We did not have this as one of our five
priority items, and we still believe that a year
from now people will still be talking about
health care, education and training, the economy.
They will be talking and reflecting upon their
taxes. A lot of the questions we got from the so-
called business community were dealing mostly
with balanced budget legislation. That was the
area they really asked us a lot of questions. They
were aware we voted against the balanced
budget law after we moved an amendment
dealing with the Crown corporation with failure

to sell Crown corporations. You could not use
the proceeds from Crown corporations in the
balanced budget legislation. We believed that
that was a flaw in the legislation, both from our
view of public benefits of Crowns, and if you
can consider an ideological right view, that
accounting should be accurate and not put asset
sales into operating revenue of governments. We
believed both on the left and the right that was a
silly irresponsible move of the Government and
a huge loophole.

We promised in the election campaign as
part of our five commitments—we probably had
four and a half commitments in there that were
positive commitments to the public, that were
big items for the public: the health care system,
the hope for young people in education and
training, the areas of the Hydro being main-
tained, dealing with the causes of crime and
crime itself and dealing with property tax
reductions and balanced budgets. Four and a half
items of those were our items in terms of what
we believed in. One item was your policies and
your legislation from your previous government,
and the business community wanted to know
whether we were going to amend that or not.

They asked a lot of questions in a lot of
forums at a lot of times and that is, quite frankly,
the question I had in the majority from editorial
boards and business. Those are the items I
emphasized with meetings of editorial boards,
you know, the five commitments. That was the
emphasis of my discussions, and the majority of
their questions were on balanced budget legis-
lation, quite frankly, and for the case of the Free
Press, the City of Winnipeg.

*(18:10)

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (Interim Leader of
the Official Opposition): Mr. Chairperson, I
guess the line of questioning tonight is really
trying to get at the whole issue of trust and the
whole issue of keeping your word. I think I
heard the Premier say in earlier answers around
labour legislation that one of the questions that
was asked of him during the election campaign
was are you going to restrict free collective
bargaining. Was that a question that was asked
of him by any groups or the editorial board?
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Mr. Doer: 1 do not believe 1 was asked the
question about free collective bargaining by the
editorial board. I cannot recall everything in that
meeting. As [ say, the emphasis at the meeting [
thought was downtown Winnipeg. When you go
into a meeting like that, you try to emphasize
your own commitments, and they try to empha-
size their agenda, and then you move on to your
next election event.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Mr. Chairperson, I am
moving away from the editorial board issue, but
[ think I heard in earlier answers from the
Premier that he said the two questions around
labour law that he was asked were: Are you
going to bring in laws like British Columbia or
Ontario, when Bob Rae was the premier, that
dealt with replacement workers or restricting
free collective bargaining? Those were the
questions that were asked. His answer to both of
those was no. Am I correct in my assumption?

Mr. Doer: No, you are not correct in your as-
sumption. Let us deal with the issue of free
collective bargaining. I was asked the question
by people concerned about what happened in
Ontario with the so-called social contract. You
sometimes see situations, [ believe it was
November 1998 in Saskatchewan, if 1 recall
correctly, situations there, 1 got asked the ques-
tion about free collective bargaining. People
want to know what is your view on free
collective bargaining. I happen to believe that is
a very complicated issue because one principle is
free collective bargaining in a free and demo-
cratic society, a convention that Canada signed
with the ILO, and another principle is the right
of the public to health care in a free and
democratic society.

Sometimes two principles that you support
can come into conflict, and you therefore have to
make a decision. When you get general ques-
tions on general issues, it does not speak to what
you might have to do specifically. For example,
I read with quite some trepidation in the middle
of our bargaining with the health professional
group that they in fact planned to defy the
essential services legislation that was in place
and passed by the former government. That
would have presented a very unique challenge to
any government that believes in both the right of
the public to have access to health care-I think

the Member opposite even asked us a question
about those vital services for the public—and the
ability of people to bargain in a democratic
society.

There is no such thing, in anything, in
dealing with some of these issues that are com-
plex, as black and white answers. For example,
in the area of health care, I believe that life and
limb services have to be provided to the public. I
would state both those things when I get asked
the question about the Rae government in
Ontario. You can come to the impression that I
believe in free collective bargaining or you can
come to the impression that [ believe in
legislating people back to work. Both things
would be false because in each situation you
have to make judgments accordingly. So, im-
pressions can be gained sometimes accurately,
sometimes inaccurately or sometimes at
variance. You asked the question about free
collective bargaining. I think I described that.

The second issue was on specific questions
we are asked about the anti-replacement worker.
The third issue was dealing with the going back
to the former FOS policy.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Then, when the question was
asked around final offer selection and the
Premier said no, did he indicate to anyone that
he was speaking to that the amendments to the
labour laws that he was going to bring in were
worse than final offer selection? The 60-day
arbitration with the veto for unions is even more
regressive than final offer selection. Did he
indicate, by saying no to final offer selection, did
he give any inkling to anyone that the labour
laws that he was contemplating or the
amendments that he was contemplating making
were worse than final offer selection?

Mr. Doer: I do not accept your preamble.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Mr. Chairperson, there are
many that have a great history and understanding
of labour law that have indicated very clearly
that the amendments, the 60-day arbitration
clause with the veto for workers, were worse,
more draconian than final offer selection. I
would believe that the comments that the
Premier made during the election campaign, or
the non-answers—I heard the Premier say just a
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few moments ago that he believes in rebalancing
the labour legislation, that it was unbalanced. At
any time during the election campaign, did he
indicate to anyone in the business community or
in any organization that he spoke to, talking
about jobs and the economy, or to the editorial
board that he believed the labour legislation
needed to be rebalanced?

Mr. Doer: 1 recall a lot of very specific
questions on Bill 72 from a lot of people that
were interested in that. In fact, I think the
Member opposite was at a forum I was at with
the River East Teachers' Association. As I recall
correctly, we were all asked the questions on Bill
72, and the trustees were asked the questions,
and [ asked the trustees to roll the tape from
previous debates, because I think I said the same
thing, we said the same thing with trustees on
that Bill 72 as I said with teachers.

It is reflected in Bill 42 in the legislation
before the House now, short of the issue of the
classroom size going to arbitration right away,
because we are quite worried about how to
manage, we have not got a management plan of
the report that the Member opposite in govern-
ment commissioned on the special needs educa-
tion and its impact on school divisions to follow
through on the recommendation there to legislate
individual rights to be litigated for families. We
thought that that report commissioned by mem-
bers opposite, the combination of that and
arbitration for the teacher-pupil ratio, without
having those things balanced, would definitely
present financial risks to municipalities beyond
anything that has happened from 1956 to 1996,
or'97.

We voted against Bill 26. We spoke against
Bill 26. I do not ever recall getting asked a ques-
tion on Bill 26 in the campaign. | remember
there was a $300,000 advertising campaign
against it. It was not a big issue in the campaign
that I recall in terms of what people raised with
me, either way.

* (18:20)

Mrs. Mitchelson: Mr. Chairperson, we are not
talking about Bill 72, nor are we talking about
Bill 42. It is interesting to see that the Premier,
when he cannot answer a direct question, tries to

deflect away and ramble and talk around in
circles rather than answering the question and
being forthright and up front with his answers.
This is, again, a matter of trust, and it is a matter
of keeping your word and living up to what you
said during the election campaign. We are seeing
today many things happen that certainly are very
much in contradiction to what was said during
the election campaign.

We are speaking today about The Labour
Relations Act, and we are not talking about Bill
26 and whether the Government today voted for
Bill 26 or against Bill 26. We know that in
opposition they did not support Bill 26. Mr.
Chairperson, we are asking about The Labour
Relations Act and the changes that are
happening today as a result of this Premier's and
this government's introduction of Bill 44, and the
impression that was left with Manitobans during
the election campaign when the Premier did not
make amendments to The Labour Relations Act
an issue or part of his platform. We are hearing
certainly questions about the Premier's integrity
now by those who spoke to the Premier during
the election campaign and believed that he said
one thing then but has done something much
different now, with the introduction of Bill 44.

I have heard the Premier, and I believe he
said clearly just earlier tonight in answers to
questions from my colleague that the two issues
that were raised most often around The Labour
Relations Act during the election campaign were
the issues around replacement workers and
around restrictions of the free collective bar-
gaining process. My understanding was and we
will certainly be able to confirm that when
Hansard comes out, but I thought I heard him
very clearly say when he was asked questions
around whether he was going to restrict free
collective bargaining in referring to The Labour
Relations Act and he said no. Indeed, if he is
arguing now that he said something different
when asked that question, I would like him to
tell us, because I was sure that I heard very
clearly, just not more than 10 or 15 minutes ago
in answer to a question, that he said when he was
asked during the election campaign are you
going to restrict free collective bargaining under
The Labour Relations Act that his answer was
no. Does he stand by that statement or have I
misinterpreted what he said earlier, and if so,
what did he say?
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Mr. Doer: [ think the Member has misinter-
preted. I said, for example, in the health care
situation there are two conflicting principles in a
democratic society and it is more than one-this
is not just a kind of one-dimensional issue. It is
never a one-dimensional issue in society. I
suppose it is not as simple as are you going to
sell a telephone system, yes or no?

When | was asked questions about the free
collective bargaining, I just went on to say yes,
the Legislature has the responsibility to protect
people in terms of health care services. If, for
example, somebody defied the Tory essential
services legislation and if that was life and limb,
then we would be faced with a challenge. So, I
did not use yes-and-no answers to questions like
that, nor would I. I have always believed in, for
example, the provision providing vital health
care services, if in conflict with the principles of
free collective bargaining, then the Legislature
must take appropriate action if it has to. It would
be the last resort obviously—

An Honourable Member: It has always been
that way.

Mr. Doer: It has not always been that way. This
Legislature, for example, has had arbitration in
place for the public service since Duff Roblin
was premier. It does not mean I like to use that
format but, that is, obviously, part of the law and
a number of premiers since.

Mr. Chairperson: The next on the list is the
Member for Emerson.

Mr. Jack Penner: The amendment of The
Labour Relations Act, Bill 44, has some signi-
ficant ramifications and makes some very major
amendments to how the labour will be dealt
with. The agricultural community has looked
very carefully at resolutions debated at the NDP
annual meeting. One of the items debated at the
annual meeting was The Labour Relations Act
and how it pertains to agriculture. Agriculture is
now wondering whether the next move will be
for this NDP Government to remove the
exemption that agriculture has had, virtually,
since The Labour Relations Act came into being.
[s it the intention of this Premier to now bring
forward the exemptions that were debated at the
NDP annual meeting, or is it the intention to

leave the exemptions in place as they currently
are?

Mr. Doer: I know you are carefully reading our
resolution book. I will have to have a second
printing of it, I suppose.

An Honourable Member: Very interesting and
very scary stuff.

Mr. Doer: Well. there is lots of interesting stuff
there, Ed. You have got resolutions that have
been passed and resolutions that have been
defeated and resolutions that have been amended
and resolutions that have been referred. You
know, we have hundreds of resolutions. I think
we have had press releases out about getting rid
of parents advisory councils. My spouse is a co-
chair of a parents advisory council. I was quite
shocked to read the press release when I got it,
because that was not our intention and not our
policy.

The conventions are not binding on the
Government nor are the Conservative conven-
tions binding on their government. When your
delegates passed the odd resolution that you did
have before your conventions—I know you had
17 or 18 hotly contested resolutions—I know one
of them was eliminating the payroll tax within
the next two years. That of course was not
binding on the Government because they
promised to eliminate the payroll tax in '88 in the
next four years—mind you, Mrs. Carstairs pro-
mised to do it in the next three years, she just did
not tell us which three years. You promised to
get rid of it in 1990. In '95 you promised to get
rid of it in four years. You were much more
careful in '99 on your promises. That probably
reflects the fact that your Premier and your
Leader was not bound by the convention
delegates at the Conservative convention.

We are not bound by the convention dele-
gates. I know of no proposal at this point on
dealing with the question you have raised in
terms of agriculture. I will have to get back to
the Member. But dealing with agriculture, I
think there are two issues here: one is The
Employment Standards Act for farm labourers. I
think The Employment Standards Act exempts
people that are mentally ill and farm workers
and domestics. I think those are three categories
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in The Employment Standards Act. I believe all
three are presently still exempt. I do not want to
say we are not going to change anything dealing
with mentally handicapped in other sections of
the Act. I want to be careful because I do not
want to leave you with false impression and
have you ask me a question. But there is nothing
before us at this point. If there is, I will let you
know ahead of time. Do not go out to the farm
community and say: We are planning on
changing something. Because we are not.

Let me answer another question. If there
were a horrific fire in a horrible situation in
agriculture and if people were burned to death,
and there was an inquiry and it said you have got
to change this section under labour, which is The
Fire Act and other things, I would not want to
presume that there is not going to be a change.
But we certainly have not got any "agenda" on
agriculture.

* (18:30)

It is an interesting discussion because I
know members opposite do not like final offer
selection, but I happen to believe that transporta-
tion of grain is insane in this country where in
any one nine grain terminals or ten in B.C. or
any one of ten union locals, one of which can
shut down the whole grain transportation system.
I happen to agree with the theory, and I am only
speaking for myself not for everybody, but I
agree with replacing the right to strike with final
offer selection for the grain handling industry
and not put farmers.

We talk about health care versus free
collective bargaining, what about farmers who
are victims to the situation? That is not uni-
versally held, but the fact that we have got nine
separate decision makers living away from our
economy being able to effectively hurt our
economy, [ do not like it. You might then
consider that to be an intrusion of free collective
bargaining and be contrary to everything I said
about final offer selection in the campaign and
not going back to it. At some point we should
have an open discussion about how we can make
sure that transportation in Canada is protected
from the whimsy of any union local or any grain
facility owner and a grain company and
effectively hurt the Prairie commerce. That is a

long way to answer your question. I would love
to discuss the grain transportation system with
the Member opposite some day.

Mr. Jack Penner: I am very interested in the
comments that the Premier made. [ think if I
would go back in my previous lifetime, he and I
might have been on the same page on the last
issue that he brought to the table, grain
transportation, and how it is affected by actions
of various groups. Certainly that is an item that I
would not mind debating or just simply sitting
down and discussing it at some point in time
because I think there are steps to be taken that
could resolve many of the problems that we have
experienced in the past.

However, getting back to the question that I
asked, and I did not get a straight answer from
the Premier. The question I asked, a very simple
one: Is there any intention of this government or
you, Mr. Premier, in removing the exemption
currently to the agricultural community of The
Labour Standards Act and/or The Labour
Relations Act? There are two acts there that
currently address certain issues that farm labour,
especially on farms, have been exempt.

The reason | asked the question is not so
much the resolution debated at your annual
meeting, the reason I asked the question is
because of verbiage used by your ministers, or a
couple of your ministers, from time to time
referring to barns, be they large or small, as hog
factories. That, I think, is an abuse of what really
happens because hog bams are no different,
whether they are small or large in operation. |
kid you not. You have to understand how hog
bams are run. They do one thing, they farrow.
They have a farrow operation where little pigs
are born, and great care is taken for both the
health and safety of the sow and the piglets. That
takes a very substantive amount of time of either
an individual or individuals and almost being a
midwife type of a person. When these farrowing
operations are there, they take great care
ensuring that every piglet is saved and the safety
of the sow is ensured.

Secondly, on the same note, the same thing
happens in a calving barn on a cow-calf opera-
tion. Exactly the same thing happens. 1 have
seen farm workers sit there for 24 hours, and as a
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matter of fact some of the calving bams have
beds and kitchens in them, as do farrowing barns
have a kitchen facility and a bedding facility
there that the people can stay there.

The fear that we have that I hear many
farmers express now is this government, because
of The Labour Relations Act that was brought
forward and the changes made to The Labour
Act, is it their intention to now classify many of
the farm operations as factory operations and
thereby bring in the exemption, or under that
cloud bring in the exemption of The Employ-
ment Standards Act and also The Labour
Relations Act? Is that the intention of this
Premier?

Mr. Doer: Well, there is no plan on The
Employment Standards Act dealing with farm
labourers and the working conditions there. It
would not fit into a 40-hour week and a 7-day
week kind of provision. So the answer on the
employment standards side is no. On the issue of
The Labour Relations Act, I want to await the
public hearings. We certainly have no plans on
it, and if we did it would be in the Act right now.
It has to mix following these proposed amend-
ments right now. So it would make no sense to
not make changes in a more comprehensive way
at one point. You cannot predict the future. I am
awaiting, [ believe the fall is going to have the
report from the committee we have established
on livestock. There have been about 280 verbal
presentations, about 80 written presentations. |
will have to await the copy of that report, and the
Member will get it at the same time.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Chair, I want to return to the
subject that my colleague the Member for
Minnedosa (Mr. Gilleshammer) raised with
respect to the editorial of yesterday in the Free
Press, because I think this is a very, very
important issue. We all appreciate that govern-
ments make pronouncements on policies or their
parties do on the current state of where things
are, and that we recognize that as time passes
sometimes circumstances change which require
them to take a course of action that they have not
in fact contemplated at the time they made their
pronouncements. We understand that can
happen.

But in this particular case, we have the
leading newspaper with the editorial board, who

met with the Premier when he was leader of the
opposition, when he was preparing for or during
the course of the election—I am not sure of the
date of the meeting—but met with him. At that
particular time when the Premier was attempting
to create the image with Manitobans that it was a
new New Democratic Party, when he was
attempting to mimic somewhat the Labour Party
in Britain and Tony Blair and to mellow that
image that his predecessor Howard Pawley had
left in this province of a government that was
prepared to infringe upon free collective
bargaining to eliminate the right to lockout and
do other things, to tilt labour relations in a
manner that did not serve the long-term interests
of labour relations or this province, that that
concern was there with the Premier.

Those editorialists asked the Premier, from
what we understand—and my colleague the
Member for Minnedosa has called them again
and confirmed that with them—that he indicated
to them in that meeting very clearly in antici-
pation of an election that it was not his plan, he
had no agenda of labour law changes. He
flagged with them that they clearly indicate
some changes to workers compensation, some
changes in workplace safety and health, but not
changes to The Labour Relations Act. They have
said that. They have confirmed that here again.
So what happened? Why do we have Bill 44?

Now, I would understand if the Premier
said, well, I said that to them, I stand by what I
said. They are telling the truth, but something
has happened. A crisis has occurred that we have
to respond to. There has been a dramatic change
in labour relations in our province. Something
has happened that has required me to rethink my
position.

I could appreciate that. I could understand
that. 1 have said in the House when I was a
cabinet minister that that sometimes happens,
and it is understandable. We may not like it
happening, and there is maybe a political price to
pay for it, but it is part of the discretion of
government.

This Premier, in the Century Summit he
hosted after assuming office, did not raise the
problem. He did not raise the issue. He did not
say something has changed. What I told the Free
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Press editorial board, what 1 told other
Manitobans, something has changed that has
required me to change my view. When we had
the Throne Speech delivered last fall by this
government, the issue of labour relations was
never raised. Never did he flag with the
Legislature, with the electors, with the people of
Manitoba, that something had happened to
change the scenario that would require him to do
something differently than he told other people
when he was seeking election.

* (18:40)

Then, in this session, we see the introduction
of Bill 44, which proposes the reintroduction of
another alternative mechanism to free collective
bargaining, the same vein as final offer selection.

Mr. Harry Schellenberg, Acting Chairperson, in
the Chair

So I have to ask the Premier, and I know he
has not given the Member for Minnedosa (Mr.
Gilleshammer) a straight answer, did he or did
he not say to the Free Press editorial board when
he met with them that he had no agenda of
labour relations law changes? Did he or did he
not say that to the Free Press editorial board? A
simple yes or no.

Mr. Doer: I mean, the simple yes or no, you
know, this is not a court of law, and election
campaigns are not Perry Mason reruns. The
bottom line is that I was getting asked a lot of
questions from business dealing with specific
items. If my impression was that that was the
item they were interested in, so be it, but it was
on anti-scab and the old final offer selection. The
anti-replacement worker legislation was not
going to be part of our agenda.

When the Member mentions Tony Blair,
Tony Blair has brought in legislation, new
Labour has brought in 50 percent plus 1 in the
U.K. You know, the expedited arbitration, with
the greatest respect to my friend opposite, we
even had some business people saying to us all
the way through the time that the members
opposite passed legislation that they did not
promise in '95 that all this was doing was giving
the lobbyists from the legal community more
money and costing companies and workers more

to go to this kind of arbitration. I do not consider
that to be a "major tilt." I think my comments
were on the record in 1996.

Mr. Praznik: Well, Mr. Chair, I accept that the
leader of the opposition voted against labour law
amendments in 1996, but in the interim he met
with a leading editorial board in our province,
who he knew would have within its power the
ability to influence many electors in the general
election, that through its editorial pages and
through the kind of coverage it provided of the
campaign it could, it had the power to leave an
impression with Manitobans that this was
somehow a new New Democratic Party that was
not going to return to the days of Howard
Pawley. That editorial board stands by their
editorial and their view that this Leader of the
New Democratic Party and now-Premier said
very clearly that he had no agenda of labour
relations law changes.

Now, to have brought in a significant change
to the certification process, to have brought in a
dispute settlement mechanism that diminished
free collective bargaining, certainly diminished,
now with the amendments, the right to strike as
well as the right to lockout, those are significant
changes. The editorial and the Free Press
editorial board has not said that the Premier said
he would not bring in antiscab legislation. They
said he had no agenda of labour relations law
changes.

Yes, lots of things happen in a general
election, but you know what confirms this view
is the fact that the Premier did not raise these
issues at his Century Summit, nor did he even
raise these in the Speech from the Throne. So it
really does raise that issue: Are these people not
telling the truth? Was this a deception? You
know | have to ask the First Minister again,
because it is really important, what is so
important here—and I know the Member can
reference Manitoba telephone system and com-
mitments that were made. Now if the Premier
had said that and there was a significant change
in the labour relations climate that could not be
anticipated or could have been but had not been
discussed, and he said, well, I have changed my
view, yes, | said that but something has
happened, I could give him credit for that, but he
has brought no evidence to the people of
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Manitoba that there has been a significant
change or even a change in the labour relations
climate between when he met with the Free
Press editorial board before the general election
and the time in which he introduced the Bill, and
that is the difficulty because it does boil down to
issues of credibility and how he can be believed
and be trusted.

The concern for the business community, for
the labour relations community, for the people of
Manitoba is if they cannot believe what is being
said here, and I give the Premier a lot of room
because, having been in government, I know that
from time to time you say yes, we want to do
this, we want to achieve this, it is our objective,
and things change, so you cannot do it I
understand that and there are political prices to
be paid, et cetera, but that is a legitimate reason.
Nowhere in here has the First Minister offered a
reason why he has changed from what he told
the Free Press editorial board prior to the
election and his government's decision to bring
in the legislation. I ask him, are these people not
telling the truth? Are you saying the Free Press
editorial board got it wrong? Or is there some
event that occurred that would justify this
change? We would like to know, Mr. Premier.

Mr. Doer: Well, as I say, the impressions they
had are their impressions and they are entitled to
them. They are entitled to their opinions. They
want us now to break our promise on the tuition
fees.

An Honourable Member: That is free advice.

Mr. Doer: | know it is free advice, so their
impression was that that was a promise we made
that we intended to break, I suppose. That is
their impression, that we intended to break that
promise because we made it and we now should
break it. Fair enough. I recall the meeting was
very, very short in discussion on labour manage-
ment relations. My recollection was more in
many more business meetings where it took a lot
more time because they had more concerns
about the anti-replacement worker legislation. I
have already gone over that. Before the Member
got in the room, I spent a lot of time with the
editorial board on our five commitments, and
most of their questions, quite frankly, were on
balanced budget, and actually on Hydro

development, are we going to take over the
telephone system again. There were a lot of
questions on Crown corporations. I remember
the staff there were very interested, and I
remember most of the other questions were
centred around the editorial policy of the Free
Press dealing with the City of Winnipeg.

Mr. Gilleshammer: The Premier is now talking
about the impressions that the editorial board
had, and wants to, I guess, leave us with the
impression that there was a wide-ranging
discussion and that they had some impressions
of that meeting. The editorial in yesterday's
paper is very clear. It says that Mr. Doer's
answers were clear, and they were reassuring to
the editorial board, who asked whether there
were going to be labour law changes. I think to
take this editorial and the very definite
conclusions that they reached and call them
impressions is doing a disservice to the editorial
board. The editorial board stated today, in
discussions we had today, that you were clear,
and you reassured them that labour relations
changes were not on your agenda.

Mr. Chairperson in the Chair

The question is: Is this true or are you
saying they are wrong? They are either right or
they are wrong. They do not talk about
impressions. They say your answers were very
clear, that you would not be moving toward
changes in the labour relations laws. I think to
elevate this to impressions that they may have
had is certainly doing their integrity and your
integrity a disservice.

Mr. Doer: I am trying to recall the conversation
which, as I said, was short on this subject, but
my impression, based on the whole campaign,
was the majority of the interest I was getting
from people opposed to, potentially, these kinds
of general issues were: (a) interested in balanced
budget legislation; and (b) interested in anti-
replacement worker legislation. Maybe because |
had the question at least 20 times in the election
campaign that is what my impression was about
some of their general concerns. I did not bring it
in, and I got asked the question a number of
times. I am not disputing. They are entitled to
their impressions, and I do not think we spent a
lot of time on this issue, as I recall.



August 17, 2000

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

5291

* (18:50)

Mr. Gilleshammer: Yes, that may be so, that
there was not a lot of time spent on this, but you
know full well, sir, that previous NDP govern-
ments in Manitoba had certain legislative
agendas. When you come forward and say we
are Today's NDP; we are different from them, it
is a very logical question for them to ask about
your links with the labour movement, your own
personal background.

There were questions asked throughout the
province by the public to all of your candidates,
I am sure, to probably candidates from all
parties. It is a natural thing for the editorial
board to say: What direction are you going with
labour law? Will you be bringing in labour law
changes? The editorial board was not left with
an impression. They were very clear, and they
felt that you reassured them when you said, no,
we are Today's NDP. We are not going to do
that. Then, consistent with that, this was not
mentioned in the Throne Speech or at the
Century Summit or in your speech to the Cham-
ber of Commerce. In early July, this was brought
in.

So we have a credibility issue here, where
the editorial board of the Free Press are not
saying that these were vague discussions and
generalized discussion that was going on. This
was very specific questions and your answers
were very clear. I know that you were a busy
man during the campaign. I think you take some
pride in being consistent. You said to them you
would not be bringing in any labour relations
law changes. Now we are faced with Bill 44. So
we have a credibility issue here, either with you
or with the editorial board. I guess I am asking:
Are they wrong? Are they wrong in the
conclusion that they reached that you had given
them a very definitive answer?

Mr. Doer: | just want to say that I do not
consider the proposed changes before this
Legislature to be very "significant swings" in the
balance of labour-management relations in
Manitoba. I also feel that the criticism made by
members opposite and by some representatives
of the business community about the second vote
was legitimate, and that is why we amended it;
because I think that is consistent with what—the

Minister did move an amendment here

yesterday, and I think that is appropriate.

We have the Member for Lac du Bonnet
(Mr. Praznik), in 1992-93, talking about 65
percent, and that being a very democratic
provision. I do not consider expedited arbitration
or some of these other things we have passed, or
propose to pass, we have not passed them and
that is up to the members opposite. I do not
consider those to be—we will find out. Time will
tell whether it is the kind of sky is falling
scenario that has been purported by people or a
kind of rebalancing of situations. Productivity
continues to go up and the economy continues to
perform, as was just indicated to me today by the
new Conference Board results to be upwardly
projected. All the predictions about doom and
gloom and everything else have been adjusted
upward.

Mr. Chairperson: Before we proceed any fur-
ther, the Chair wishes to announce that the
Committee's time has been extended for another
hour.

Mr. Gilleshammer: Mr. Chairman, what the
Premier has just said then is that these changes
brought forward in Bill 44 are so moderate, are
so modest that both he and the editorial board
are right; that these changes to the Act are so
insignificant that he, in fact, was correct when he
said that he was not going to have labour
relations law changes; that the editorial board
understood that there would be absolutely no
changes in labour legislation. What the Premier
is now saying, and I would like him to confirm,
that these changes are so moderate and so
modest that you were both right.

Mr. Doer: There are so many words you are
trying to put in my mouth with that question.
How many words can you put in my mouth at
one time? At least 86 or 87, and they are all very
good, by the way. [ have to say to the Member
opposite, they are all very—we are both right, and
we are both wrong,.

[ think it is safe to say that this was not an
item that took a lot of time on our agenda. I do
not believe that there was an emphasis on this
going into our government. I think there were
more questions on Today's NDP on Crown
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corporations. When you asked a question about
Today's NDP, there was a lot of interest, as I
said before, on downtown Winnipeg, a lot of
interest, and I will have to see if we have some
notes on this, a lot of interest in the balanced
budget, and a lot of interest in the telephone
system. They really wanted to make sure that we
did not repurchase the telephone system. They
argued that we should almost sell Hydro, I think,
too. Again, [ am just going by memory.

They have the right to interpret what we are
doing. They have done it. I think they are
interpreting the proposals in Bill 44 to have
more consequence than we have, but the Free
Press, with the greatest of respect, the last
editorial I read that affected us was: Break your
promise on tuition fee cuts. It was a bad idea.

I do not like fighting people who buy their
ink by the barrel. I generally find that
disagreeing with them does not win, so they are
usually always right.

An Honourable Member: We are inviting you
to tell them they were wrong.

Mr. Doer: I know you are inviting me to do
that, by putting words in my mouth.

Let us put it this way, when they wrote their
editorial to see who they were going to support
in the election campaign and have this huge
swing that the Member for Lac du Bonnet (Mr.
Praznik) determined, I think they went through a
whole page and did not make a decision. Perhaps
no matter what any of us said to them it did not
make any difference, in terms of the impressions
at the end of the day. They said let the people
decide and ultimately the people will decide in
'99. If the sky falls in three years on this labour
bill, the people will know that the members
opposite are right. If the sky does not fall, they
will know that their silly singing today in the
House was all to nought. I hear it was good
though. I am sorry I missed it.

An Honourable Member: You did not say that
to your friend on CJOB this morning.

Mr. Doer: He is a better singer than both of you
that I understand led the song, with no dis-
respect.

Mr. Chairperson: The next member on the list
is the Member for Brandon West.

* (19:00)

Mr. Scott Smith (Brandon West): | see the
members opposite have a lot of energy and are
expending that quite well here. Mr. Chair, we
have extended past for an hour. I wonder if the
Committee would consider a 10-minute break.

Mr. Doer: I believe [ was asked to come in from
quarter after five to six o'clock. Do you want to

keep asking me the same questions?

An Honourable Member: No, we have more
questions, many, many more.

Mr. Chairperson: Who wants to speak now?
An Honourable Member: [ have a question.
Mr. Chairperson: The floor has been for the
Member for Brandon West. Are you yielding the

floor to the Member for Lac du Bonnet?

Mr. Smith: If the Committee is not in favour of
taking a break, that is up to the Committee.

An Honourable Member: Do you need five
minutes?

Mr. Doer: How much longer do you want me
here?

An Honourable Member: Could be an hour.
An Honourable Member: Could be two hours.

Mr. Chairperson: What is the pleasure of the
Committee? Okay, 10-minute break.

An Honourable Member: Mr. Chair, in rela-
tively efficient use of the Committee, I wonder if
the Minister of Family Services might take the
chair for 10 minutes while the Premier takes a
break.

Mr. Chairperson: Any suggestions? What is
the pleasure of the Committee? [Agreed]

He is now ready for the questions.
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Hon. Tim Sale (Minister of Family Services
and Housing): Well, I do not know about that.

Mr. Chairperson: That was my impression, be-
cause he sits here.

Mr. Cummings: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the
Minister of Family Services making himself
available. [interjection] It is amazing how polite
we can be if we choose to be.

It has just come to my attention, and perhaps
the Minister of Family Services would have
thought that I would have had this issue in front
of him sooner, but I wonder if he would-I am
sure he is familiar with the organization known
as Concept Special Business Advisors. It has
come to my attention that they believe they are
an organization that has provided service to help
the disabled get into the workplace with a pretty
long history, about 23 years of activity, I
understand. I wonder if the Minister is familiar
enough on a one-on-one situation to provide
some understanding as to why this organization
may or in fact, as [ have clearly been told, they
will not be funded this year.

[ think given that long a history, it is only
fair that the Minister may want to provide some
public rationale as to why he has chosen not to
fund what seems to be a certainly well-
intentioned organization providing a valuable
service.

Mr. Sale: Mr. Chairperson, I appreciate the
Member's question. He would not have known
during Estimates that that decision had been
made, because it had not been made during our
Estimates debate. It was under consideration.
The agency has been under review for quite a
while, certainly back into the previous
government's time, when there were concerns
about the agency's, basically, efficiency and
appropriateness of the training. Let me put a
little bit of history in perspective on this for the
Committee.

Concept Special Business was created to
deal with very high need handicapped people
who would normally find it extremely difficult
to find their way into competitive employment.
There were no agencies at the time that were
aggressively working with this particular client

group. Concept was somewhat unique in that
almost from the outset its executive director was
a person with a fairly severe handicap, a severe
speech impediment and significant motor
impairment as well, a very intelligent, capable
person by the name of Brian Stewart. [ am sure
the Member is aware of that.

The agency initially thrived fairly well and
provided a fairly significant volume of service at
a high level of competency to very difficult
people. Of course, its success rate was not 100
percent by any means, but I think the community
was generally satisfied with Concept. It had a
strong board at that time and basically things
were good in the first numbers of years. Over the
last few years, other organizations that are now
providing similar kinds of training to similar
levels of individuals have come into being. At
the same time it became clear that Concept was
not receiving referrals. I do not want to go into
the reasons in the Committee as to why we were
told that was the case, but suffice it to say that
there were a number of reasons alleged by
numbers of organizations and individuals that
might otherwise have been referred or accepted
referrals to Concept.

Concept is a relatively small agency in
overall terms-$137,000 is the annual budget
roughly—and it had an executive director, support
staff person, and two trainers for that money. So
you can imagine, these are not high-salaried
people. But what had happened over the last
several years, and it certainly had come to the
attention of the Department a year and a half to
two years ago, was that referrals were not
coming in and cost of training per trainee was
very, very high because there were a small
number of referrals, but the budget did not go
down. Given the size of the agency, you cannot
really shrink the budget to deal with a smaller
number of referrals because essentially it is a
barebones staffing level now. So it is not very
efficient to have one or two trainees at any given
time in an $137,000-a-year agency.

We met with the board. I cannot give the
Member the exact date when the process of
working with the board began. [ am trying to be
as forthright as [ can here, but my impression is
that it began just before the transition of govern-
ment and went through the fall and into the
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winter. A board at that time was virtually non-
existent, so a new board was recruited, but the
total number of people on the board was small.
Dr. Henry Enns, an honorary doctor, but Dr.
Henry Enns was the chair, recruited, and several
other people, but the board did not ever reach its
full complement.

Mr. Daryl Reid, Acting Chairperson, in the
Chair

The Department asked them to provide a
kind of renewal plan and at the same time to deal
with some of the serious concerns that have been
raised about the quality of training and the
quality of administration. We gave them some
time to do that. When we reviewed the work, we
came to the conclusion, rightly or wrongly, that
the agency was not going to be able to provide
quality training at an acceptable volume and that
the confidence of the referring community just
was not there. So, as you might imagine, as the
first minister in Manitoba's history to be
responsible for persons with disabilities, it was
not a nice decision to have to make, not one that
I was very happy with. I have also known the
individuals involved in that agency for many,
many years, so this was not an easy decision.
The decision, however, was made and
communicated to the board about six or eight
weeks ago.

We have also informed the broader com-
munity that the funding for Concept would be
reallocated to similar high-need training
opportunities that would provide better
stewardship of the funds. We provided Concept
with wind-down time and money to meet their
obligations, ensure that staff have a decent
period of time with which to figure out what
alternatives there may be for them. As the
Member, I am sure, would understand, this was
not an easy decision.

*(19:10)

Mr. Cummings: | appreciate what the Minister
said. While I am not intimately familiar with the
operation of this organization, I have followed
up with a few questions to Mr. Stewart, and he
has, in part, provided answers in advance to a
couple of questions that I was wanting to ask
him. It may well to too far down the road, but

when the new board—and this is a problem when
there are third-party organizations that the
Department funds. I think 1 expressed some
amazement at the large number of third-party
delivery funding agreements that this department
has to deal with as | am learning more about the
actual workings of responsibilities in the area.

I wonder, can the Minister assure me that
there was, and he has in part done it already, a
genuine effort made to try and put the operation
on a more forward-looking basis in order to
attract the clients? At the same time, he might
comment on whether or not he is satisfied that
there was not some hidden agenda. No one has
suggested to me there was, so I am asking the
question without any preamble. I hope there was
no hidden agenda by what, in some respects,
could be seen as competing organizations to—if
this organization was not in business—pick up
their responsibility. I am assuming that there was
not. But I would like to know if the Minister has
given that any thought or has any thoughts he
could share with me.

Mr. Sale: The Member probably knows that
there is a resource organization of about 22
agencies that meets fairly regularly with our
assistant deputy, Martin Billinkoff, and is
actually co-chaired by Martin, and Brian
Stewart, and has been meeting for some time, a
number of years. In other words, there are a
large number of organizations out there who
might conceivably think that there would be
some benefit. I think that is a hypothetical
situation. But I can just tell the Member that if
there were, [ would not have supported it if I had
any sense that any organization had a vendetta
going. I have known Mr. Stewart for many
years. He has been an effective advocate for
people who carry disabilities in their lives.

The Member probably knows that I have
worked in that community as a consultant, and I
know the community pretty well. I have no
evidence, and no one has even whispered to me
a suggestion that someone thought they could
benefit from a vendetta against this organization.
[ think, in fact, what I have experienced is
mostly sorrow that this has not worked out. But I
would also say to the Member that people
generally couple that with a kind of sense that
that concept had seen its day and that it had been
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a very good pioneer 20 years ago, but that times
had passed it by to some extent, I guess. There
is, 1 think, a sadness, but also a realistic
acceptance that this was probably the right
decision.

[ just say again to the Member that [ am sure
he would understand that within two months of
being named by our Premier as minister
responsible, this was not a decision that was a
pleasant one to have to make.

Mr. Cummings: | accept the Minister's com-
ments. That is why I am being as thoughtful as I
can in asking the question. Because it struck me
as being, on the surface, counterproductive given
the mandate that he had been given.

On another aspect, but related in the sense of
third-party funding, in the area of discussions
that the Minister may have had—well, I am sure
he has had—with sheltered workshop settings,
third-party organizations that run group homes
or sheltered homes, assisted living in the
community, there was I am sure—and let me
choose my words, carefully—it is my under-
standing that the Minister acknowledge that he
was looking at improved funding. He, either
through himself or through members of the
Department in discussions, left the impression
with this community that certainly they were
looking at what I would openly acknowledge
had been a pent-up demand for improved salary
recognition within the area.

The Minister has made some significant
announcements in the area of day care, but some
of the numbers that I heard thrown around in
terms of available funding for distribution to
these communities sounded somewhat familiar
to the numbers that were out there in terms of
funding that was allocated to the day-care
community. That led my suspicious mind to ask:
Does the Minister believe that he will arrive at a
new funding envelope in this area, particularly
toward support of workers, in an effort to try and
keep them on a consistent basis? Turnover is
expected, but when the salary is lower than
competitive rates, it is higher than it should be.

To be blunt, I wonder if the Minister has
financially, at least, cast his wad in the one area
this year, and whether or not he will, in fact, be

able to anticipate being able to have money to
actually fund changes in this other area. I do not
need to know how much, and I would not expect
him to share how much with me, but in ongoing
discussions on this side of his responsibility, can
he assure me that he still has some monies left in
his envelope, funding in his department that he
will be able to deal with, before the financial
year-end, some of the demand that is now
surfacing and certainly has, by implication,
expectations?

[ am not trying to make this a long and
convoluted question, but I want to make it so
that the Minister can answer me relatively easily.
I am not asking for specifics, but I want to know
if he has money that he expects to be able to
allocate, or will these be negotiations that may
go through into his next fiscal year?

Mr. Sale: Yes. I will be a little more expansive
than that. Generally, yes.

The Member knows, I am sure, from his
discussions and probably from his home com-
munity that there are approximately 3500
Manitobans living in residential communities in
the community, as opposed to in institutions, at
the present time. The people who support them,
depending on, of course, their level of disability,
do very difficult work and very demanding work
and very personal work. There is a huge, huge
salary range for these people as well as a huge
retention range, and the salaries range from $6
an hour and $6.25 up to $14 or $15.

[ am not blaming the previous government
or any government, but unfortunately this is a
relatively new service area in human service
terms, and so what has happened is that many,
many smaller agencies have arisen, one at a
time, here and there, and they have been dealt
with one at time, here and there. Instead of
having a policy framework and a pattern within
which you then expect certain levels of service
and fund certain levels of service, we just have a
mishmash of your agency gets enough money to
pay its workers $7 an hour, and your agency gets
enough for $12 an hour. There is no pattern.

* (19:20)

We were facing tremendous problems all
over the province, not in any one region, but in



5296

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

August 17, 2000

different situations where agencies that had been
brought in at a funding level that allowed for $7
or $6 an hour could not keep anybody. You
cannot work with disabled people with a
constant turnover of staff. So we have put in
place a targeted program. The community is
aware of it. We have written letters. We have
asked for budget and salary information so that
we can target funding to the agencies that are
least well funded. That is a first step toward
getting in place a pattern of support that will
have some consistency to it. At the same time,
we want to have also a pattern of expectation in
terms of quality of service and the training of
staff.

[ think in any new field, the Member would
agree, you have to develop what you are doing,
figure out how to do it right, and then get some
standards in place so that there is some
consistency and some accountability across the
system. That is what we are doing, and we are
just in the first stage working with the groups
that are paying less, the lower rates. Letters went
out I would think a week ago to all of them.
They were made aware of this about two months
ago or so when Estimates were first introduced.
The kind of paperwork of doing that is underway
now, the expectation that money will flow in
October, the third and fourth quarters. So, yes,
there is an annualization next year, but it will
start in the third and fourth quarter of this year.

Mr. Cummings: | thank the Minister for his
answers. | would relinquish the mike to my
colleague.

Mrs. Driedger: Just a couple of questions. I
wonder if the Minister could tell me how much
activity there has been in looking at the issue of
a safe house for child prostitutes. I understand
that he had received one request from the
community to look at the issue. I understand
there was another request, but I am still trying to
track down that second one.

Mr. Sale: The second request may be the same
one we are trying to track down.

Save the Children Canada have been flying
around as though they had some mandate or
money to do something, and yet they do not
seem to even be incorporated in Manitoba in

terms of any ability to actually mount a project.
So they seem to be looking for a third party who
would be the sponsor for such a project. They
initially told us that we did not have any role in
this and that they were bringing bags of federal
money to do this and they just wanted us to
know they were coming. Then on a second go-
around, they wanted us to immediately agree to
put up significant amounts of money and
wondered why we were not present, active with
their plan.

We have never seen a plan. and in the first
place we do not have a business plan from them
as far as I know. The fairly strong community [
think that the Member is aware of that works
with child sexual abuse and kids on the street
prostituting or whatever, there is a pretty good
network of agencies in Manitoba that may not be
adequately supported, but they know what they
are doing and they are out there. We do not get a
sense that Save the Children is in real contact
with that group either. Well, I am trying to be
polite. The Member said they are not, and | am
simply trying to be polite here.

But I think my preference is to work with
local groups who know what the street is all
about and New Directions is certainly one of
those groups. I think there may be something
happening through the federal government and
New Directions in the relatively near future.
Frankly, our department has not been asked nor
been given a kind of specific plan. The com-
mittee that works in this area became somewhat
inactive. It is now being reconstituted and re-
energized.

Mrs. Driedger: Could the Minister just indicate
for Save the Children, was Cherry Kingsley the
person who was heading that up that you might
have had contact with? She would have been
from British Columbia.

Mr. Sale: My staff tell me that that is the name.
I have never met with them, I have never met
with that person, but my staff indicate that that is
the name of the person.

Mrs. Driedger: 1 wonder if the Minister could
indicate for me, in two other Estimates I tried to
find out from, firstly, the Minister of Justice (Mr.
Mackintosh) a little bit of information about the
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Healthy Child Initiative and the meetings held
by the five cabinet ministers that supposedly
meet to provide direction and policy around
these issues. The Minister of Justice actually did
not have an answer for me. It almost appeared
that the way his answers came out in the Justice
Estimates that that particular group had never
met. When I asked the question in Health, I was
not given an answer. It was handled in a very
evasive way. | became very concerned that in
fact from both of those ministers when asked
with their lack of being forthright, it appeared
that the five cabinet ministers that were meeting
and setting policy around this issue, I was quite
concerned that perhaps they had not been
meeting.

I wonder if the Minister could tell me
exactly what is happening in that area. I would
have some concern that some of the really good
progress that was being made by the Children
and Youth Secretariat, the momentum that had
finally developed, which actually now in the past
several months, I do not know what is
happening. 1 do not even have a sense of
momentum there anymore. I wonder if the
Minister could give us some reassurances. I
really do not want to see children's issues fall
through the cracks. If he could start with the
answer on the frequency of meeting of the five
cabinet ministers, because I know in government
our cabinet ministers were eight that addressed
this issue monthly.

Mr. Sale: Well, I am pleased to tell the Member
that that is the pattern that we have adopted as
well and that the minutes of the meeting go to
cabinet for cabinet's consideration as well. We
have recently approved the various guidelines
for some of the initiatives that we spoke about
that are going out to the community now for
their review and feedback, parent-child centres,
for example, being one of those. The initiative,
as you know, has an additional $2.8 million
allocated to it this year, which is a very
significant increase on the base that was
provided in the former Children and Youth
Secretariat. We have just hired the new director,
Dr. Heather Hunter. She started last week in her
new position.

[ think that if you actually check with the
community, you will find that in fact there is all

sorts of energy being injected into this field. I
am not going to be critical of the previous
government in this regard, but the FAS/FAE
conference had 700 people at it this May, and it
was extremely well received. Manitoba was seen
as having mounted a very effective conference. |
can tell the Member that when you compare
what is going on in the Prairie provinces,
including Manitoba, in FAS/FAE, there is no
place else in the country that can hold a candle
to it in terms of quality program and awareness.

When you examine what we have done in
our area in terms of early childhood education,
the BabyFirst and EarlyStart programs have
been added to under our government, funding
has increased, numbers of sites have increased. |
am extremely encouraged that the three northern
territories have joined the Prairie partnership
now, become part of the FAS/FAE initiative, so
that our reach and our ability to deal with that
issue is greatly strengthened. They joined on in
January. So I am not sure where the Member
would get the idea that there is some lessening of
initiative here.

It is under this government's initiative that
we have reached a tentative agreement, subject
to the restoration of the Canada Health and
Social Transfer, that we will have an early
childhood development agreement in this
country, a very positive step. I am not wanting to
pat myself on the back, but | have spent a great
deal of time with our federal and provincial
counterparts in this area seeking a consensus
with the federal government on how we can
move forward on early childhood development. |
eagerly await the first ministers' meeting at
which that might come to fruition. [ seriously
believe that it will, but it obviously awaits their
decision.

So I do not accept the Member's view that
we have lessened our priority here. In fact, if
anything, it is very substantially added to with
the new resources of which I spoke: $9.6 million
into day care, which is certainly child related;
increased numbers of spaces; bringing the
numbers of special needs kids up to a thousand
children accommodated in our day care centres
now, who, I think, can only benefit from such
support. So I hope the Member will continue to
be supportive of this initiative and will see, as
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we move along, that it is growing and that the
foundation that has been laid is going to be well
built upon.

*(19:30)

Mrs. Driedger: Certainly I will be supportive of
the issue. You know any issues that are going to
impact so positively on children, I am very
supportive of. My concerns arose I guess after
having run into some staff from the Department
who felt that the momentum had been lost with
the changes that this government had brought in.
So I did have some concerns, not hearing too
much specifically in that area. | am glad to hear
that there are some new initiatives.

When the two other ministers refused to
even tell me whether or not the cabinet ministers
had met, then I did become quite concerned
about who was involved, because it is very, very
multi-departmental in terms of the scope that
needs to happen to make this really, really
effective. They were both defensive and
basically would not give me the information,
which was a very straightforward question, I
think, and a legitimate one.

Our ministers, when they met it was very
public. It was not a big secret how often they
met. Then when I could not find out from these
ministers, | had some concern, I had a red flag
go up. That is why I am glad I have had the
chance to ask you, but I would like to ask the
Minister—

Mr. Sale: Just to let the Member know that the
next meeting is September 11, just so she knows.

Mrs. Driedger: Is that an invitation? I am not
sure the Minister would be prepared to tell me,
but I am curious as to when this particular group
started meeting. Were the two other ministers
evasive because it only started recently?

Mr. Sale: The first meetings around this issue
took place in the planning of Estimates. The
departments who had seconded staff to the
former secretariat met through the process of
Estimates preparation. Obviously the policy
decision about direction was made during that
time.

So ministers began to meet on this issue I do
not know whether it was before Christmas or
just after Christmas, but the meetings were not
regular. There were more meetings than one a
month at some points of the Estimates planning
process. We met, I would think, four or five
times in total over a fairly short period of time.
Then when we got into the Estimates process,
when we were into the House, we had fewer
meetings because there were a couple of other
things happening at that time.

We have everything to be happy about in
this initiative, so [ am happy to share with the
Member. What we did was ask our staff, most of
whom she knows, [ would expect, to prepare a
strategic plan for the new initiative and to figure
out how we would keep the actual service
delivery  responsibilities lodged in the
appropriate departments while keeping a focus
on this whole area from the five major
departments. [ think I said in Estimates to the
Member for Ste. Rose (Mr. Cummings) that my
concern with the Secretariat is that it is a great
idea as long as the job of the Secretariat is to
develop policy. When the Secretariat becomes a
program delivery entity, then you get into
problems, because you have got your depart-
ments delivering programs here, and you have
got your Secretariat, that does not really have
much  administrative  strength, delivering
programs over here.

So the name of the game was to get this
initiative lodged in an appropriate place and
make sure the departments really had a
responsibility for carrying out the direction of
government, and we are doing it, not just
lobbing it off to a Secretariat saying, you do it,
you do it, you do it, because the Secretariat
really did not have the horses to do all the things
they were being asked to do.

So the planning of that and the agreeing on
all of the guidelines for how we would do it took
probably the best part of seven or eight weeks.
Once the committee of ministers started to meet,
it has met on a monthly basis, and I expect that
will continue for some time.

Mr. Mervin Tweed (Turtle Mountain): [ have
a few questions for the Minister. I will under-
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stand that if he does not have the information
that I would just ask that he could provide it.

Mr. Sale: | wonder if the Member could use his
mike. I cannot hear what he is saying.

Mr. Tweed: Sorry. I just have a few questions. I
know there is another group ready to go. I have
had some calls from families of the residents of
the training centre in Pelican Lake at Ninette. |
am wondering if you can tell me today or in the
very near future if the removal of these residents
and placing them throughout the province is on
schedule.

Mr. Sale: The short answer is yes. We expect to
have the last residents placed in November. I
think the Member can probably understand that
it is difficult if you simply are moving one or
two at a time. It is almost better to move a group
out at a time and keep a group together because
it is hard for those who are left. We are trying to
be sensitive to that dynamic and move people in
groups and keep groups together as long as that
is possible in the remaining pods of people that
are there.

So, yes, it is on schedule. It is going very
well. I am really pleased, and I am sure the
Member is pleased, with the opening of the new
agency services in the immediate area that are
going to employ a fair number of the staff as
well as some new people in that general area of
Ninette. I am extremely pleased with that
development, and I am sure he is as well.

Mr. Tweed: Can the Minister just advise if his
department has had any participation in the new
homes in the regions? I am talking, I guess,
specifically financially.

Mr. Sale: My understanding, although I would
need to get a detailed briefing on this to be
completely up to date, is that, yes, of course we
have. We have met with the proposed operators.
Certainly Eleanor Struth, think is her name, in
fact, the Member may know if 1 am being
incorrect in her name. We have worked very
closely with her around the day programs. I
believe, if memory serves me, I think there are
four new residences contemplated at this point,
although I would not want to be held to that
number. I may be inaccurate but I think it is

four. Certainly we will be involved with funding
those residences.

Mr. Tweed: The committee that has been
organized I am told is doing an admirable job. I
would if I could just like to give the perspective
of the events or of the issue out in that particular
region at this point in time with the facility that
is being vacated. The communities around there
believe that the facility belongs to that region. I
know there has always been an argument over
the Sanatorium Board owning it or local
community. I would just like to advise the
Minister that the community's feeling is that the
facility was originally built by taxpayers' dollars,
by local community taxes raised specifically for
that.

Over a period of time, the facility, I think
more for convenience of doing things within the
grounds and within the facilities, was turned
over to the Sanatorium Board. It is my under-
standing and anyone who can recall the history
suggested that it was turned over for a dollar to
make it legit, but the sense and I think the
understanding was that it would always be
owned by that particular community. [ can
certainly say my experience has been that the
Sanatorium Board believes that it does own it
and probably technically it does, but I think my
sense was that when an understanding is out
there and things are done for specific reasons to
assist the programming and the things that were
going on at that particular facility, that the
people believe that that agreement is out there
and exists.

I am sure if you were to talk to anybody in
that particular region, it has almost become like
an urban legend in the sense of what people
believe. | accept what they believe. I think that
there are people that have collected the history,
and that is what they have come to, that
resolution. I think it is important for you to know
that. Because the community is trying to build
the homes that are necessary or create the homes
and the opportunities. I think that is one thing
that | can say with quite a bit of confidence is the
people of that particular area, as I am sure they
are in most parts of Manitoba, sometimes accept
what happens to them, whether they like it or
not, and try and make the best out of it. I think
that is a strength that we share out there.
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* (19:40)

There is an issue over the facility. The
discussion is over ownership. Again, community
believing that by natural right it belongs to that
region and that area. I understand the Sana-
torium Board is looking to try and raise some
funding for certain things that they are doing in
their line of work. I understand that. But I do not
think that they understand the sense of
community and the feeling of community in that
particular part of the country. I guess all | would
urge the Minister to do, if he knows what level
the negotiations are at-I am told that there is not
much communication between the community
and the Sanatorium Board-is get involved and
help the community out.

I think they have lost a tremendous financial
opportunity with the closing of the centre. They
are looking for alternative ways of utilizing that
facility which they believe the community owns,
and are trying to create some economic oppor-
tunity. So I would just ask that the Minister
communicate with both sides and see how
negotiations are going, or if he is involved,
encourage them to move forward and perhaps
offer whatever assistance his department can do
for this community.

Mr. Sale: I thank the Member for the long state-
ment about what obviously, it would not be an
urban, it would be a rural mess. Doctor Stewart
of Killamey, who I am sure the Member knows,
his father was the first superintendent, has
written extensively about the history of Ninette.
[ think he has made a very persuasive case that,
in fact, the facility should be deemed to be a
publicly owned facility that has really been built
with, operated with public money from the
outset. I do not believe the Member is correct
that there ever was a transfer for a dollar,
because if there was, the issue of ownership
would be clear.

Mr. Chairperson in the Chair

I can tell the Member the issue is not
adequately clear. We are in discussion with the
San Board. We are the interim managers of the
facility. Ultimately, when the facility is no
longer needed for its current purpose, the San
Board is going to have to carry the costs of

looking after it. [ do not suppose they will be
very pleased about that, but they assert owner-
ship so they are going to have to carry the costs
of ownership. I think the former minister of
Health is probably seized of this issue, as well.

I will just tell the Member that if he can find
the caveat that was registered in 1923 in the
Land Titles Office down there, and can come up
with that caveat, he could probably solve the
question. I would suggest this would be a really
good project, because we have looked for it. Our
legal department has looked for it. The Land
Titles Office have looked for it. We have asked
the San Board for it. Nobody can find it.
However, because we are diligent New
Democrats, we are still looking.

We will accept help from any quarter. If the
good Member for Turtle Mountain can shed any
light on where that caveat has gone. It is
interesting that the number of the caveat exists
on the title. The date of registration is there. I do
not remember the date but [ think it was June of
1923, some time like that, but nobody can find
the actual caveat. I do not know whether there
was a flood or whether there was a careless
filing or what, but we are still looking for it,
because that would probably sort out the
question.

In the absence of that, I can tell the Member
that the weight of opinion is that the San Board
is the de facto owner and that it would be
difficult to overturn that ownership at this point.
So we are working with both parties and we are
committed to the economic development initia-
tive that I am sure the Member knows about with
the tourism potential of that area. I have met
with that group. They are hoping to move
forward in a tourism promotion kind of scenario,
although they are not seeing their entire work as
related only to the facility. They have a broader
vision of what their work ought to be, and we
support that.

Mr. Tweed: I just want to assure the Minister, if
you have been looking for it as long as I have, I
suspect we are not going to find it. Again, all I
would ask is that you keep involved with it and
keep moving it forward. 1 appreciate your
answers.
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An Honourable Member: Mr. Chair, we are
asking for the return of the First Minister.

Mr. Chairperson: First, the Member for Lac du
Bonnet, then the Member for Ste. Rose.

Mr. Praznik: [ am going to yield.

Mr. Chairperson: You want to yield to the
Member for Ste. Rose?

Mr. Praznik: [ am going to let him go ahead of
me and I will take the spot after.

Mr. Chairperson: Well, seniority counts.

Mr. Praznik: I do not know what that means,
but it counts for something.

Mr. Cummings: We had a fair bit of discussion
this afternoon with the Minister of Health (Mr.
Chomiak) based on the questioning that flowed
from Question Period this afternoon. There still
seems to be an unwillingness to acknowledge
that it appears, in fact, I would say it is
becoming more and more clear, although the
Government does not yet acknowledge it, and I
look to the First Minister for leadership in this
respect, that there is a significant deficit
developing in the Winnipeg Health Authority, or
whatever title we should be referring to them by
today. The Minister of Health, by not answering
the questions, has really left us with the clear
understanding that there is a $10-million-or-
more deficit currently looming. I wonder if the
First Minister has had any communication in this
respect that he would like to share with us.

Mr. Doer: Well, I would understand why mem-
bers opposite, with the $300-million deficit over
the last few years in health care, would want to
know what the status of the current fiscal year is.

I would point out a couple of things. We
have reduced the spending in the budget from
over double digits in 1999-2000 to just at 6
percent in terms of this budget. We are
incorporating all of the wage increases nego-
tiated by previous members that were not
budgeted, as Deloitte and Touche had identified
in a couple of areas, not all areas, but the nurses
negotiations were dealt with, but the CUPE

health care sector was not the 3, 2, 2, with a 2%
adjustment on top of that.

The indications we have had so far is there
is $800 million, if you look at a third of a fiscal
year, and we have not got the complete results
yet, but we go in quarters. The first third of the
year we certainly believe that we have some
challenges in the budget but that we have some
very good progress on some budgeting accuracy
and the results from various institutions. There
are some that are a little bit below expectations,
there are some that are a little bit higher.

* (19:50)

In terms of the $800 million that would flow
in health care in the first one-third of the year,
we generally feel that we are operating close to
that amount, subject to some more numbers to
come in in the next quarter.

Mr. Cummings: Well, let me be a little more
specific. I think the First Minister knows very
well what we would like to have a better
understanding of. That is in the area of cafeteria
expenditures, which has more than once caused
significant grief and debate related to whether or
not this is a funded service or what sorts of
revenue stream it might produce. If it has a
shortfall, who picks up the shortfall? We are
getting a clear picture that there is a shortfall out
there that is about to have to be met by some
portion of a budget or of fundraising. There are
only limited sources of revenue that are
available, self-generated revenue being the third
one that | am aware of. The Premier has alluded
to the fact and let us put it together. He built in
the increases that we put into health care. He has
just indicated that he built in the increases of
negotiated settlements plus a 6% increase, as
part of a 6% increase.

They have taken considerable pride in
saying that they can manage these budgets
better, that there will not be any deficit short-
falls. Yet at the same time we tried to always
indicate that dire and pressing needs in the
health care system would be funded in order to
make sure that no one was denied appropriate
health care, pressures were met, at the same time
applying pressure to make sure that the facilities
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and the regions made every good effort to
achieve their budgetary goals.

The Minister of Health seemed to have left
us with the impression that budgets are pretty
well cut and dried and that regions will be
expected to meet those budgets. So there is a
gulf in between there. Part of that gulf, it strikes
me, is going to be exacerbated by what may well
be a shortfall in an area such as funding
cafeterias.

As I said before, if that information were to
have come forward in my presence when we
were in government, we would have sat up and
taken significant notice of it. I challenge the
Minister of Health (Mr. Chomiak) whether or
not he might have had perhaps a lapse in having
seen that, and [ would give him that. I mean he is
a busy man. Surely, on contemplating this,
between he and the Premier, they must either
have or have not seen this as being flagged, and
we would like some confirmation.

Mr. Doer: The Minister has answered these
questions, as I understand it, for a couple of
hours. Let me just give you some feedback.
[interjection] Well, he leammed well. Let me just
give you—

Mr. Chairperson: The First Minister has the
floor.

Mr. Doer: Thank you. It was interesting because
a few months ago I went to a Concordia Hospital
event, and the CEO and the chair of the board
both said to us it was very helpful in budgeting
to get a budget number before the year started
for the first time that they could remember.

Now the second point to make is it is not a
10% increase in the budget. It is lower. I guess
each percentage is worth about $20 million, if I
am not mistaken, in a budget, even more. So it is
quite a bit less in overall terms to accommodate
the wage increases that were negotiated by
members opposite. So we are ratcheting down
the percentage increase, giving notice earlier to
the number that has to be achieved, and thirdly,
we are receiving reports. We are getting ongoing
reports across the system of both the patient care
situation and other important management
information. I think it is safe to say our pre-

liminary number from Deloitte and Touche was
reduced by about $20 million to $30 million, a
few million dollars at least in the last year on the
health care side.

On the issue of cafeteria, let me just go back
to Concordia Hospital as well. Part of the
original management plan was, as I recall it, to
eliminate the cafeteria, but the staff wanted to
eat there and management could not lose the
nurses and the doctors. So management then was
left with a management plan that assumed that
the cafeteria be closed and patient care dictated
that it was better to have doctors and nurses
around for patient care.

An Honourable Member: Are they losing
money though?

Mr. Doer: Well, are you losing money when
you have somebody around that is a nurse that
stops their shift earlier to go take care of a
patient? As I recall it, under the former govern-
ment's watch, the cafeteria that was going to be
closed down remained open. So the Minister will
be reporting to the public shortly on our promise
and including the economics of our promise
from the last election.

Mr. Chairperson: The Member for Lac du
Bonnet is second place.

Mr. Praznik: You know, Mr. Chair, the ques-
tion is about the cafeterias. I can tell the Minister
from my own experience, and [ tell the Premier
this, and I guess where we get into the concern—
the fact that there may be, in the fiscal reports, a
$10-million deficit being run in the Winnipeg
Hospital Authority is not really a surprise to us.
That is not to reflect on the current Minister of
Health (Mr. Chomiak), quite frankly, because
having served in that portfolio, I probably know
better than anyone else at this table what he has
to deal with as Minister of Health.

What our problem is is the Premier. The
Premier set an expectation. He said so in the
Budget speech. He talked about it in the House
on numerous occasions when he said we will
give the money; we will give it up front; we will
expect the managers to manage it. We will
demand that they manage it. There will be no
more deficits. [ remember when he got into full
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flight on how he was going to run health care, I
turned across the aisle of the House to the
Minister of Health, and I said you would never
live with that.

By the way, | think the Premier has put the
Minister of Health in a terribly unnecessary
situation because of his bluster. If this Premier
had said we are going to work to change that; we
expect it will take some time and there is a lot
more administrative work that has to be done;
you know, I would have said this Premier
understands what his Minister of Health is going
through, but he did not. He gets up day after day
in the House, and why we are even on this issue
today is because in the House he got up in full
flight today and he talked about how great it
was, we are eliminating the deficits, we are
budgeting, and they are living within budget, and
it is not a reality. I say this to the Premier that if
he spent time with his Minister of Health to try
to understand what is happening in that system—
again, I am not here to blame the Minister of
Health.

* (20:00)

I think the expectations that the Premier has
created with his statements are not achievable.
Now, if he wants to continue to leave that
impression with the public, we will continue to
take him to task. Why we raise the cafeteria
issue is because it is symptomatic of a problem
in the health care system that is not a
Conservative problem, it is not a New
Democratic problem, it is not a Liberal problem.
It comes to some of the fundamental problems in
our managing health care. The management
tools available to his Minister of Health are not
there yet and in place to be able to manage a $2-
billion-plus budget. The question on cafeterias is
representative of what is fundamentally wrong
or sick in our health care system.

By the way, I am not saying it is the
politicians. Maybe that is a little self-serving, as
one that served as Minister of Health, but I think
it is probably more active and reflective. The
Minister of Health does not manage those
cafeterias. You give a budget to those facilities,
as you said, and they have to manage within it,
but you now appoint the Board who manages the
Winnipeg Hospital Authority. They deal with

those hospitals. Why should any hospital in the
province of Manitoba use taxpayers' dollars
destined for health care to subsidize the cafeteria
in their operation? That boils down to a pricing
policy of the administration within those
facilities, of pricing the food they serve to
recover their costs. No one is even asking to
make a profit, but after years of my party
pushing for that and I would say having limited
success in some of those areas, and your party
now taking over and putting your board into
place and pushing on this particular issue, there
is still a fundamental problem. We would just
like you to confirm what is out there everywhere
in that system, that there is a $10-million to $12-
million deficit being racked up.

By the way, [ am not blaming the Minister
of Health. I am only blaming the fact that you set
an expectation, Mr. Premier, as to what would be
in place today that is unrealistic. I tell you, as a
former minister, of my frustration with the
health care debate all the way around here is that
we keep getting into these battles. You did it to
us, we will do it to you, and yet the real issue is
not being addressed. If you want the real issue to
be addressed, come clean. Yes, there is a $10-
million-plus deficit, and yes, half a million of it
is for cafeterias.

You know what? Just that being public
should put enough pressure on the administrators
in those hospitals to get into their cafeterias and
do a proper accounting for their cost and
ensuring that dollars that should be spent on
nurses, medical care, recruitment of physicians
and a hundred other places that this Minister of
Health is going to need that money is where it is
spent. Is that the Minister of Health's problem?
Did he go out and order to be subsidized? I think
not. I did not when | was Minister of Health, and
I do not think this minister has, but unless the
public comes to appreciate the problems in this
system and puts pressure on the day-to-day
administrators to do the right thing, it will never
happen. So they will run a deficit that will get
hidden and at this House we will debate it until
one day the public says we have had enough.
They throw you out of office, and we are back
into office, and if we carry forward the same
way, we will go with it, and you know what, the
problem will never get fixed.
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[ want to ask the Premier, it is not just the
half million dollars on the cafeteria. We hear it is
$2 million, $3 million, $4 million at the
Misericordia that they are carrying in health care
money because I know I have talked to some of
the board members. They have not completed
their staff adjustments for their change in
operation from an acute care facility to a long-
term care facility with other function. Now rural
health facilities, other ones, are asking for
money for new diagnostic equipment, just to put
it in perspective again. I ask the Minister of
Health, you know, we get calls from people at
Seven Oaks, and we have not asked the question
in the House, do you have a CT scanner that is
working there today? I would suspect, if you
answer that, the answer is no. You could say,
well, we should have replaced it. We could say
why you would not replace it.

The fact is there is only so much money. |
bet you if you add up all the premiers at the
Premiers' Conference last week and the federal
government saying we want to raise money and
the issue of where do you spend it in health care.
What would be needed just to bring all our
medical equipment up to date? Hundreds of
millions of dollars, I do not know. When it is a
half million here in cafeteria funding, and it is $2
million, $3 million, $4 million at the
Misericordia for not doing the staff adjustments,
and when it is all of those other things, that is
money everyone knows is needed somewhere
else. I am not blaming the Minister of Health
because | have been in that chair, and my
goodness—

An Honourable Member: You are too kind.

Mr. Praznik: Maybe I am being too kind
because he was sometimes kind to me as a critic
and as we approached the campaign he was like
any other politician and just like I would be. But
[ am saying at this committee today that if we
really want to save medicare and health care, we
have got to come clean, and we have got to get
the public to understand where all of these
problems are in the system and the demands.
There is not one Manitoban, I think, a reasonable
Manitoban, who would expect that public money
that is needed for new CT scanners and
diagnostics and recruitment should be used to
subsidize the cafeterias in hospitals. There might

be some exception in some small place, and one
might be able to justify for staff recruitment, but
the Health Sciences Centre, for goodness' sake is
just bad management.

Do you know what? If you do not admit it
and you do not get on with letting the public
know and putting the pressure on people who
make more money than you, Mr. Premier, and
you, Mr. Minister of Health, to do the job, then it
is a pox on all our houses and on yours. The
issue here is not that half a million dollars is
being used to subsidize cafeterias, the issues are:
What are you doing to make sure those
managers stop that? So I ask the Premier again
today, in the spirit of letting us get to what health
care is about from someone who-and you can
fault me for things I did or others. I will tell you
I watch this Minister of Health very closely. I
watch him every day, and I probably feel more
for him than any other member of that
Legislature because as he goes through some of
these battles I sit there and think, boy. I can see
the same forces.

The same managers who are running those
cafeterias were there when I was Minister of
Health, and we knew years ago it was $3 million
they were losing a year. We actually pulled it out
of some of the hospitals' budgets because we
said, if you have money to spend on subsiding
your cafeteria, you do not need it. I mean that is
what it is coming down to. So here we hear
again it is a half million dollars. We hear it is
several million dollars to deal with Misericordia.
Now [ suspect, and I want to ask the Premier
again what instructions had been given?
Misericordia, we know, whether you agree with
it or not, is in the transition. You have not
reversed the decision. Now we also know, and |
am suspecting here-

Mr. Chairperson: Sorry.

Mr. Praznik: [ will put my question.

Mr. Chairperson: | have to say that the hour
has been extended to nine. We already exceeded
eight, and I forgot to notify the members of the
Committee.

By the way, when you yield your place in a
speaking order, I do not know if you would just
yield the order or yield the privilege to speak.
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An Honourable Member: | just yielded my
place in the order to come after the Member. I do
not think any of our other members would
disagree, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Chairperson: Okay.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Chair, [ come back to Miseri-
cordia as another example. The Government,
unless they are going to announce today that
they are changing the fundamental direction that
a hospital is going in, but by the way, it was
recommended by Doctor Postl, right? Are those
staff changes all complete or are they being
carried? Now, if they are being carried, maybe
the Government's fear is that that will result in
layoffs of people.

You know, I have to tell the Minister the
only reason layoffs would probably be needed is
because the hospital system has not yet
completed its mobility agreements. Because, you
know what | envisioned is one hospital system
where if you did not need staff in one place, you
could be able to move them like we do at Hydro
or anywhere else to other places in the system.
Surely to goodness there is work for those peo-
ple at Misericordia Hospital, but the current
arrangements may require layoffs and rehirings.
Now, is that why they are not completed?

First of all, I want to know, are they com-
pleted or are they not? Is Misericordia carrying
dollars just because they have not completed
their work? When are you going to get on with
it?

These are all dollars that the public expect
are going to be spent on the things that I know
this Minister of Health really wants to spend
them on. So I ask the Premier, who has got up in
the House on so many occasions to make the
point over and over again that we are running
this better, we are demanding that people live
within budgets, I am asking, just confirm what
almost everyone out there in health care is
talking about, and then what steps you are taking
to deal with it. That is all we are asking. We do
not need it hidden, and we are not here to
condemn. Where | think the Premier and the
Government are at fault is they are not coming
clean with it. Then you will and should be
condemned.

* (20:10)

Mr. Chairperson: Who wants to answer this
question?

Mr. Doer: I will. Well, the Member made a lot
of interesting observations, and I thank him for
those.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Chair, he thanks me for the
observations, but here we have him today,
concurrence on budget, a concurrence motion
which spends a part of a $2 billion-plus budget
which is going towards the Department of
Health and through the Department of Health to
fund the Winnipeg Hospital Authority. We are
asking a very straightforward question. Has a
request been made for part of those dollars to
fund a deficit at the Winnipeg Health Authority,
part of which is to subsidize or pay the debt or
deficit on the operation of the cafeterias? Is part
of that being used to cover extra costs at the
Misericordia because they have not completed
their transition plan? A simple question. We
have a right to know. It is public money. It is not
the First Minister's money; it is public money.
We just want to know, confirm it or deny it, but
do not evade it, because evading us is telling us
it is true.

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, I indicated to
the Member for Ste. Rose (Mr. Cummings) on
this issue that 1 am advised that the policy
instituted by the former member when he was
minister whereby the government funding would
not go to subsidize the deficits of cafeterias is
still the policy that is in effect. That is what I
have been advised.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Chair, if that is the case, |
would commend the Minister, because I do not
think public cafeterias in hospitals should be
subsidized by health care dollars. I would ask
him: Would he confirm whether or not on the
current projection of the Winnipeg Health
Authority that the cafeterias for which they are
ultimately financially responsible, particularly
the Health Sciences Centre, where they run the
Health Sciences Centre, they are the governing
board of the Health Sciences Centre, are they in
fact today running a deficit? Can he tell me if
they are running a deficit, breaking even, or
producing an income? Consequently, if they are
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running a deficit, what plan is there to cover that
deficit so that no public money will be used to
subsidize those cafeterias? That is all we want to
know.

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, | am advised
that the policy instituted by the former member,
whereby public, government money, funding
from the central government flowed through the
regional health authorities, was not to be utilized
for subsidizing the debts of cafeterias, that that
was the policy put in place by the former
government. | heard the former minister make
that statement. I am advised that that policy
continues in effect. That is what | am advised.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Chair, | am asking now the
Premier (Mr. Doer) or the Minister, who
appointed the board of the Winnipeg Regional
Health Authority, within whose operating
authorities are the Health Sciences Centre. This
cabinet appoints the board of directors who
governs the Health Sciences Centre. | am asking
these gentlemen today, whoever will answer,
whether or not in the facility which is in their
purview of operation, that they appoint the
managing board, if that facility is today
operating its cafeterias at a break-even, surplus
or deficit position. If it is a deficit, what plans
will the board they appoint take to ensure that
the policy of not using public money to
subsidize or pick up those deficits is adhered to?
Will they raise prices, reduce costs? What steps
are being taken?

Mr. Chomiak: I am certain the Member does
not want me to go beyond the recommendations
of the critic, who is accusing me of micro-
managing the system. The Member is aware that
the Board has a specific purview to deal with
matters within their jurisdiction, and the
Government funds on a program basis to the
regional health authority based on needs and
assessment. The Minister knows the process
well.

[ am advised that the policy directives that
were formerly in place under the regime when
the Member was formerly minister are still in
place and that the policy directive still is in
effect. As the Member indicated, we are talking
about expenditures in the range of $1.5 billion or
$1.6 billion with respect to the Winnipeg

Regional Health Authority. I am advised that the
policy still remains in effect.

Now | have not taken a look at the
statements of account and the financial
statements of the Health Sciences Centre. The
Member may be looking at financial statements
and financial numbers and reaching conclusions.
All I can say is that the same directive that was
put in place by the Member when he was
minister has been followed, I am advised, by the
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority at present.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Chair, | appreciate the
Member's statement, and I know we will be
coming back to review this with him at Public
Accounts at some point, to ensure that is the
effect. I would say to him, again, knowing the
Minister and knowing the pressure he is under,
this was one of the problems I experienced and
his predecessors in that office experienced, a big
system with a lot of managers who, quite
frankly, need to be much greater under the
public scrutiny, and that is our concern. I am not
here to blame him for it today, but the managers
of that facility better be doing their job.

I want to ask him again with respect to the
Misericordia Hospital, which I, as minister, was
much more involved in and I expect he, as well:
Has their staff plan been completed, or are they
in fact still carrying a higher staff load than
required because they have not, either under
government direction or their own decision,
gone on with completing it? I would like him to
answer that question.

Mr. Chomiak: The decision with respect to
Misericordia is generally following the lines that
were entered into and the commitments made by
the previous government. The Member can
appreciate that we have not totally completed the
capital rollout yet, which will be completed in
the next several weeks. Misericordia has a part
in that capital rollout process.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Chair, I can tell you that as a
minister who was intimately involved in that, the
carrying of staff beyond that particular period
was not something that we had contemplated. So
that sounds like there is more money now. [ do
appreciate that there is another capital project
and there is some need for transition. How much
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of that, I do not know. Of course only he would
have access to that information. I would tell him
again, maybe some gratuitous advice, but the
case of the Misericordia makes again the need to
be able to have the mobility of staff within the
whole Winnipeg hospital system, because while
other facilities are short of people today, if there
are people without enough work to do or are not
being properly used at the Misericordia, my
suggestion to this government is, they need the
tools to be able to move those staff to where they
are needed even while they are waiting to come
back to the Misericordia. That may require this
minister to get tough with the Misericordia to
make that happen, or others, but to let it sit is a
waste of public money. So I leave that.

I have a couple of other questions on use of
money. Would the Minister tell me, one of the
problems that I had when I was Minister of
Health, again we are talking about deficits and
managing dollars and consistency of policy. One
of the issues that was raised with me was that
different hospitals, using public money, had
different policies and applications. I would like
the Minister to tell me today if he is aware if the
St. Boniface Hospital is continuing to fund drugs
for dialysis patients outside of the Pharmacare
Program, in other words, giving, if you go for
dialysis at St. Boniface Hospital, you receive
your drugs from the pharmacy without cost,
without the Pharmacare deductible, whereas if
you attend at Health Sciences Centre or other
dialysis centres in the province, you get a
prescription and you have to buy your drugs
under the Pharmacare program, which is a
totally inconsistent point of view.

* (20:20)

I just raise this with him because these are
the kind of things that certainly I found were
happening and we were trying to correct. It
makes the case for the Hospital Authority to
have the authority to make sure that this is not
the case. Because if it is, it means that St.
Boniface is using dollars destined for nurses and
other kinds of care, perhaps to ensure that there
was a urologist on duty the night my
constituent's father came in that weekend, and he
is familiar with the case. | am not blaming him
for that, but I am just saying that here was a
case. There was not a urologist at St. Boniface

Hospital, and yet if they are using money for an
unauthorized purpose, it is great to say we are
charitable, it is great to do it with the public's
money. When others do not get it, is he looking
into these things and ensuring there is
consistency of application of policy?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, two responses
to the Member's point. First off, we are going
further than just looking at the application and
the applicability of pharmaceuticals offered in
hospitals, but we are looking across the whole
spectrum of the Pharmacare program in terms of
its application and the inconsistencies in terms of
application across the system. So we are doing
that. The Member knows there are some very
good people in the Pharmacare area of the
Department who are seriously looking at a
complete co-ordination.

The second point I want to make to the
Member, for the first time ever, with the
molding together of the two hospital authorities,
all of the institutions in Winnipeg came together
and shared budgets and started looking at
common budgetary considerations and lines.
That is the first time that has happened. I am not
taking credit for that. The Member can appre-
ciate that this is an evolving process. | was very
pleased to see that development. There will be
further developments in this area, because it is
clear the Member knows it, and we know it. The
Member is correct that, clearly, if regionalization
is to have any effect, there has to be, there are no
advantages to regionalization without imple-
menting the administrative tools that provide for
that. For the first time, all of the institutions
came together with the Winnipeg Regional
Health Authority to prepare and work on their
budgets collectively and sharing budgets. That
was a step forward that had not taken place
before.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Chair, will the Minister tell us
the status of the CT scanner at Seven Oaks
Hospital? If it is broken down, since he is not
allowed to spend over his budget, what capital
item will not be purchased to replace it?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, the CT scan
has been approved by both Treasury Board and
Cabinet for replacement at Seven Oaks Hospital
and is coming from the pre-existing capital
budget for equipment.
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Mr. Praznik: Knowing that that budget has very
little discretion on it, I would ask him, and given
that CT scanners are not inexpensive, what has
been forgone to allow that money to replace
that?

Mr. Chomiak: | am advised that the funding
came from existing funding, that we had funding
within the budget. I ask the Member, the fact is
that Seven Oaks does about 5 percent of the
volume of CT scans, and that machine broke
down. We have authorized, the machine is being
replaced as soon as possible in order to deal with
the need in the system. I am advised that there
was funding within there.

I might indicate, for equipment and replace-
ment in terms of this year's capital, we
maintained a fairly high level of capital, higher
than the Minister had when he was minister, in
terms of equipment replacement, because we
actually identified equipment needs and require-
ments in this year's capital plan as significant to
the system.

Mr. Praznik: Again, it is easy not to answer my
question about the deficits, and the Premier (Mr.
Doer) says he appreciates my advice, but the
reason we raised this is because it is important
the public know to put pressure on the managers
of the system that they are doing their best. This
Minister of Health and the people of Manitoba
need probably more money in equipment
replacement than any of us could imagine, and
wasting those dollars, wasting those is wrong,
My big criticism of this Premier tonight is he
will not come forward and be honest and admit
what the situation is and dodge it. It is when you
dodge it that you take full responsibility and you
let off the hook those managers in there who
should be held accountable.

I have one question for the Premier. During
the election campaign this Premier made a
promise to the people of the Island Lake
community. Well, when you read the promise, it
was a promise to look into it, sort of, but to the
people of the Island Lake community, it sounded
very much like, in fact, it was a promise to do
dialysis. In fact, I think there was a big event, a
political event that was held in which the
Premier got up and he signed some commitment
to bring in dialysis.

Now, there is not one of our members, and |
certainly appreciate the growth in the need of
dialysis, the need for dialysis closer to home,
and | know there are many more centres that are
going to have to be built, but again it is the
Premier's style of getting up, creating an
expectation: We will not have deficits in our
system, when they are. so I will not admit it,
they will go away. It is the Premier's style. Well,
we are not doing labour changes, to the editorial
board of the Free Press, but, oh, I do not
remember the conversation exactly.

Well, I will tell you he made a promise to
the people of Island Lake. What the Premier did
not tell the people of Island Lake is that to have
a dialysis centre, you have to have a hospital.
Now, if the Premier asked me, do 5000-plus
people living in Island Lake need a hospital, |
would agree. The question is, and it has been the
long-standing question. We know that Norway
House has a hospital, the announcement
yesterday of dialysis for Norway House and the
issues that have gone on there, but we know that
it is not easy to get those hospitals. We know
that there is a federal responsibility.

Now, the people of Island Lake have said to
us they expect a dialysis program in Island Lake.
Given that the federal government has indicated
no, at least in my days there, unless something
has changed, they have had no indication or
whatever to put in a hospital. Even if they were
to build a hospital, recruiting staff is extremely
difficult, and if he talks with his Minister of
Health, he will know how difficult it is to those
northern remote locations.

So I ask the Premier: Was this just another
premieratorial ranting to get people excited
before the election or is this Premier really going
to deliver on that dialysis program? Will we see
dialysis in Island Lake and hence a hospital in
the mandate of this government? Also, because
this will be my last question, in order to deliver
this is the Premier prepared to build that hospital
with provincial money if the federal government
is not prepared to put in a penny?

Mr. Doer: Well, the signature on my document
stands.

Mr. Chairperson: I thought that was the last
question.
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Mr. Praznik: The document says I will look at
it. If that is what the Premier says, I will sign
something and we will explore it, knowing full
well that there are very difficult obstacles, what
you are really saying is: I will look at it, [ will
get your votes, and then [ will have the excuse.
If this Premier really wants to deliver on this
promise, is he prepared to go to the wall and
build a hospital there with provincial money
without federal participation that will allow a
dialysis unit to take? If the Premier wants to be
accepted as a man of honour, is he prepared to
do what it takes to deliver on the expectation he
created among the people of those communities?

Mr. Doer: | have spent more time dealing with
the rhetorical flourish from the Member
opposite, one who accuses me of making a
premierial statement. You should not put words
in my mouth. When you have about 78 sentences
in a preamble to a question, I answered it in a
very, very specific way. The signature I put on
the document to the people of the Island Lake
community in Garden Hill stands. I am not going
to answer every rhetorical assumption. The
Minister has gone from what I promised to what
he thinks people expect I promised.

Mr. Praznik: Well, they know what they ex-
pected you promised.

Mr. Doer: Well, I think that we know what—
Mr. Praznik: That is what they say to us.

Mr. Doer: Well, we took a stand and we put it
in writing.

Mr. Praznik: Poor Dave is left to go and try to
explain it.

Mr. Doer: | think the Minister of Health is
perfectly capable of not only—there is not even a
question of explaining. It is the whole idea of,
yesterday we saw an announcement in Norway
House, a co-operative announcement between
ourselves, the First Nations, and the federal
government. It is a good idea. I said today in the
Legislature that the midwifery was passed by
members opposite, and we proclaimed it.
[interjection]

No, [ do not want to be generous—no, [ am
just kidding. I am just saying that sometimes we
are so busy fighting each other, we are not
listening to each other, and that is fair enough,
but what we said we would do-I can tell you,
and the member opposite would know, the list of
concerns from the Garden Hill community, the
hospital for Island Lake, the dialysis equipment,
the connection on the causeway, | mean, he will
know all theissues. We know all the issues too.

* (20:30)

He will find a commitment on something we
believed is deliverable, and that is the commit-
ment in form of a signature. It is not the poor
Minister of Health. He has been discussing these
issues actually with the federal government. I
can say in the premiers' meeting last week, one
of the things we talked about is starting to get
more co-ordination between the Aboriginal
leadership, the federal government, and the
provincial governments on delivering services in
First Nations and Aboriginal communities. We
believe

An Honourable Member: Good luck.

Mr. Doer: Well, good luck is helpful, and [ ap-
preciate the Member for wishing us good luck.

An Honourable Member: Maybe you will have
a new federal government.

Mr. Doer: Well, that is another—and I do not
know which, is it Alliance for the Member for
Lac du Bonnet now or—/interjection] To use the
Member's logic, if you do not deny it, it is true.

An Honourable Member: Then I deny it.
Mr. Doer: Anyway, | appreciate that question.

Mr. Chairperson: The Member for Russell
(Mr. Derkach) gave the Health critic one ques-
tion, opportunity.

Mrs. Driedger: | have one question I am being
allowed here. The question is related to an
Aboriginal personal care home which has been
discussed. Both the Premier and the Health
Minister received a letter [ think back in January
or February. I have also seen a copy of a second
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letter that was just written probably in July,
asking why neither of them have responded to
that first letter and wondering where this is at in
terms of this personal care home being built in
Manitoba.

Mr. Doer: Yes, | recall in my briefing on this
issue that the Minister of Health was asked this
question in Estimates by former premier Filmon.
We did not find any funds for that project in the
capital budget on a go-forward basis. So we are
looking as part of the whole decision-making
process on the feasibility, et cetera. We have had
a number of meetings on the issue, as [ am aware
of, with the Minister of Health and the com-
munity.

The yes-no part of your question, which is
legitimate, we have not got an answer to that yet.
We are very actively working on the proposal to
see whether we can make a positive announce-
ment or not. Included in the positive announce-
ment there has got to be money either way in the
longer term capital budget.

If the Minister of Health wants to add
something—but I did inquire on that based on my
correspondence as well.

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Chairperson, there have
been many, many meetings. There have been
meetings between the health authority that is
responsible for this and the particular body. The
Member has to appreciate there is more than one
group that is advocating for a particular. The
Member has to appreciate that in terms of being
the Minister sometimes it is difficult before a
process is completed in terms of the needs and
require-ments and the allocation to meet with all
of the groups because of their requirements and
the fact that they may gain a particular
impression from a meeting that one may not
wish to convey.

There is a process in place. There is more
than one organization vying. The idea, of course,
is one that I think members opposite and our-
selves think is a need and a requirement. That is
for an Aboriginal personal care home in the city
of Winnipeg. So that is the process we are still
going through. As I have indicated, the capital
process is still not complete.

Mr. Chairperson: The Member for Russell,
finally.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chair, my question is to the
Premier, first of all. It has to do with deficits. |
guess I should just give a minute of background
to why I am asking the question.

In rural Manitoba, our regional health
boards are running some very tight budgets.
Some of them are in deficit positions. The
information that seems to be coming to them
appears to be such that, yes, they have to live
within their budgets, and if they cannot live
within their budgets, they are going to have to
rationalize their facilities. That spells fear in the
communities. It spells fear to the people who
need these facilities. The Premier knows better
than anyone the distances that have to be
covered, not only in agri and rural Manitoba but
in northern Manitoba as well, between facilities.

We have had experiences in rural Manitoba.
I live there so I can attest from personal
experience that people have died because they
could not get to a facility in time because the
distance between facilities was just too great.
This is a tragedy because it does affect the
quality of life, if you like, in our communities.
Our communities have enough hurdles in front
of them right now without facing these kinds of
fears and these kinds of questions. I did raise this
with the Minister of Health (Mr. Chomiak), and
although he responded it did not give me a lot of
comfort.

[ go back to an editorial in the Winnipeg
Sun. on March 18, when the Premier said—and I
will just read a portion of this. With regard to
health care he said: That is going to start with
ensuring Manitoba Health sticks with the
spending projections it is given at the beginning
of the year. Manitoba Health and the province's
12 regional health authorities will be given
realistic budgets at the beginning of the fiscal
year but after that health care officials will be
forced to stay within those spending limits. Now
these are comments that are attributed directly to
the Premier, and they are comments that I take
seriously because when a comment is made by
the Premier of our province I would expect that
there is significant validity to that.
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When I realize that our urban health facili-
ties are running a deficit of something in the
neighbourhood of $10 million in this first quarter
and then realize on top of that that part of those
deficits are attributed to such things as the
subsidy to cafeterias, that signal is not a very
good one when rural health facilities have been
told that they will have to live within their
budgets.

Now, if we take a look at the amount of
money that is spent in rural Manitoba on health
care, | think it is somewhere—and the Minister of
Health can correct me if | am wrong—but I think
in total it is somewhere in the neighbourhood of
$600 million, which is not a large piece of the
pie when you look at the entire health care
budget. I guess the fear is that although someone
is going to have to make up those deficits in the
urban hospitals—and we agree that they will have
to be made up because that has happened in the
past under our administration as well-I1 do not
want to see rural hospitals being closed, rural
facilities being closed because we simply will
not bend on such things as deficits that are being
run by rural regional health authorities. So I
want to ask the Premier if the treatment of
facilities in urban Manitoba is going to be the
same when it comes to deficits as it is in rural
Manitoba and vice-versa.

Mr. Doer: | appreciate the question. The same
principles of budgeting must apply. I think the
Member opposite will probably appreciate that if
you develop a culture from saying you have to
live within your budget to a culture that says you
will pick up any deficit, then you have no budget
left. So you understand why I am not going to
change from my words of March 18, because to
do so you cannot possibly have a budget and
then not have a budget and just pick up all the
deficits because you will do it every year as part
of the culture of governance as opposed to the
opposite where you hold people accountable.

* (20:40)

The question about the consistency between
regions, urban, northern, rural, is a valid one. I
will make sure that the consistency is there when
I discuss this as we go on, on an ongoing basis,
with our Minister of Finance (Mr. Selinger) and
Minister of Health (Mr. Chomiak). I think it is

safe to say that the Minister of Health has
answered the question posed by members on the
cafeteria deficits. We are not going to close
down a hospital in rural Manitoba to pay for a
cafeteria deficit in Winnipeg. So that is a fair
question. We are not going to do it.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chair, I pose this question to
the Premier because of the seriousness of the
whole issue of health care. The issue of dialysis
in rural Manitoba is extremely important, and I
have lived with families and I have held their
hands in times when they have not been able to
access urban facilities because urban facilities
are full, and yet we do not have access to those
kinds of services in rural Manitoba. Sometimes
people are left with nowhere to go, and I have
gone to the extent where I have had to appeal
personally to the Minister of Health, and he
responded very positively and 1 always thanked
him for that. In rural Manitoba, sometimes there
has to be more leniency, I would say, than there
is in the large centres because of the inflexibility
because of size in some of our small facilities in
rural Manitoba. Once again, in the Budget
address, the Minister of Finance (Mr. Selinger)
said for the first time in a decade health
authorities have their budgets based on stable
funding formulas. Now 1 believe that the
Minister of Health, if I am not mistaken, said
just recently that there is no funding formula,
that indeed they are working on a funding
formula.

An Honourable Member: No, we are on the
pre-existing formula, and we are maintaining the
committee that you guys set up to look at a new
funding formula.

Mr. Derkach: Then he went on to say in his
address, Mr. Chair, that regional health
authorities must exercise greater fiscal responsi-
bility, avoid deficits and reduce administration
costs now that proper funding levels are in place.
My point is that in this budget this has to be
something that has been approved by the
Premier, and indeed if these hospitals are not to
run deficits and are running deficits today, what
action is this government prepared to take to
ensure that in fact these deficits come under
control? The fear that I have is that some of our
rural facilities are going to suffer the conse-
quences as a result of the pressures that come in
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an urban centre I understand those and I have
lived through those. I know that those will come
to this government as well, but I certainly do not
want to see that impact be borne by rural
facilities.

Mr. Doer: Well, 1 appreciate that and the
funding formulas, as I understand it, it is a
formula that we have inherited from the
members when they were in government, and I
am sure that the members opposite, with their
sensitivity to many rural communities that they
represent, and we represent rural communities as
well, would have built that sensitivity into the
funding formula that was provided in the budget
approved by the Legislature to the hospitals and
to the authorities. The point is, though, we
cannot afford a $300-million deficit every two or
three years in health care, and there is going to
be and there is less of a funding support.
Manitoba is now spending more money per
capita on health care as of '99 than any other
province in Canada. So we have a challenge, and
I recognize that it should not be at the expense
of, but we do not have the luxury and we are not
expecting a major adjustment of equalization
like we got in January of this year, and I know
members opposite pooh-poohed this and said
that there was never a deficit, and that is fair
enough.

But we got lucky this year and we got
unlucky with the agricultural crisis, and the
members opposite put $70 million and we put
another $40 million in over budget for the
income support, so that is $110 million of that
amount of money, but we were quite worried
about it last fall and January—[interjection] Well,
that Deloitte and Touche will be dismissed by
members opposite, but I would rather have good
luck on something like that than bad luck, and I
would rather defend why do you have a surplus
now than when you said you were going to have
a deficit before. 1 would rather defend that
argument from you than "God, you got elected
and look what happened the first couple of
weeks, you have got a deficit." So I would much
rather have that good luck, but I do not want to
budget on good luck, and you do not want to
budget on good luck. Nobody, no matter what
their political stripe, wants to budget on good
luck, and so we cannot run deficits in health
care, in health care authorities.

We cannot have these $100-million deficits
every year. | am sure the Member opposite
struggles with that. Now, I am hoping that we
can live within the legitimate budgets with the
hospital authorities, without any "real pain" to
patients and people, because at the end of the
day we cannot create a perpetuating culture of
assuming the deficits after we say they have to
live within the Budget. You just cannot do that,
because year after year after year, there are
always good and sufficient reasons to run
deficits. At the end of the day, as you said, if you
do not hold people accountable, and if you do
not have a budget—I mean, if we gave the health
care authorities 2 percent and then they had to
look at closing hospitals, then the Member
opposite would have a very legitimate question.

But giving 6 percent when inflation is 2
percent, and when drug costs are the highest
increased costs, and your settlements that you
negotiated, albeit, what they were, I will not put
any words on it, last year in the Budget, are
certainly not near the 6% level; there is enough
room to improve the patient demand, the
innovations like technology, the innovations like
home care and other things we are announcing in
the community, and live within the budgets.

So, if we were asking them to live within 2
percent, a rural hospital authority, or 1 percent,
then you would be absolutely right. The
Legislature would be setting people up to make
decisions to hurt communities, but we are not. If
we cannot, we are trying to go from four times
the inflation rate from the previous budget to
about two and a half times the inflation rate,
maybe three times the inflation rate and we have
to go down even further as we go.

I respect the points being made, and I
respect the human consequence of what you are
raising, because I do, I am sure that you have
had situations where you have had to hold your
neighbour's hand or your family's hand and go
through that horrible situation, but we are
working off the existing formula with adequate
new investment and we have to have the
integrity of that process in my view. We cannot
continue to have a culture of the budget does not
mean anything. That is why we tried to change a
bit of it by having the adequate number at the
front end. You and I know that if you have a
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budget and you know what it is at the beginning
of the year, at least you can make decisions and
be responsible. That is easier and it should be
more manageable for a health care authority, as
it would be for a farmer who cannot always
predict the weather and the commodity prices.
We actually think that it is fair funding, and it is
the Member's formula from the past, and we
want to make it work.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chair, just one final question
and a comment. I would ask the Minister of
Health (Mr. Chomiak) a couple of questions that
he indicated he would get back to me on, and I
will respect the fact that he will send that
information to me with regard to dialysis in
Russell. There is also a question regarding home
care and the personal care facility that was
announced by the former minister for the Russell
area, where there has not been any movement on
it to date.

My last comment to the Premier is that I do
not begrudge the Premier wanting to make
statements that are very positive and put his
government in good light, but I think the Premier
overstated the fact that in this year, authorities
would have to live within their budgets, because
we see what the reality is. We experienced it
over 10 years. It is not something that I believe
anyone can manage in a finite way. It is a
situation that has plagued us and will probably
continue to plague ministers after this particular
minister.

* (20:50)

I think the Premier has to temper his
expectations, or at least the impressions that he
gives Manitobans, and we will come after him
about those comments, because I believe that if
the Premier would say that we will ratchet down
those deficits to the point that they will have to
live within budget in two or three years, I will
live with that, I respect that, and I will work with
him to achieve those levels as an opposition can.
I cannot go out there and support and defend a
statement when I know from previous
experience that that is just impractical and
impossible.

Mr. Doer: Members opposite established the
management system under the health authorities

that we are working with. We cannot micro-
manage the spending levels in authorities, but
we can make fair investments in health care
based on the information we have: salaries,
patients, population, distances, technology, drug
costs, food costs, et cetera. We can make those
kinds of decisions. Looking at other provincial
budgets in Canada, on top of the highest per
capita amount of money being spent, 6 percent is
about a range equal to most provinces.
Saskatchewan is a little lower. I think Ontario is
a little lower. I think Alberta is a touch higher.
Most of us are trying to get away from 10
percent per annum increases. I do not think 10
percent is sustainable. As a person who believes
in health care and medicare, 10 percent is not
sustainable per year. We just do not have the
growth in GDP, even in good times, to sustain
that. So we cannot afford two or three years.

I know that the statement on its own looks
naive, but at the end of the day we are going to
hold people accountable for living within their
budget. As [ say, we are not going to go out to
the hospital authority and count the vice-
presidents they have and all the things. We did
that in the Winnipeg Health Authority where we
thought it was inequity. You talk about equity, I
heard a lot from rural Manitoba about Winnipeg
having two health authorities. I am sure the
Member opposite did and will not admit it. [ am
sure he heard a lot of flak in his own team.

I go out to Brandon, and every time I used to
go to Brandon, Mr. Blackmon, a good person
appointed by members opposite, good admini-
strator, let me have it, and I was only in
opposition, so I cannot imagine what would
happen in government. So we tried to deal with
that inequity.

An Honourable Member: He likes it both
ways.

Mr. Doer: Well, I think he has competence for
whoever is in government and for the people in
that region. You know what, I like his
enthusiasm. The members opposite employed
him for a task on boundaries. I liked his
enthusiasm. [ like people with a lot of energy, so
I do not want to even begin to think about
beyond that. I just think he is a capable guy with
good energy levels. I like enthusiasm. I like
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positive people like that. Anyway, I am not here
to defend somebody else's curriculum.

Having said that, I agree. These are real
patients with real staff and real communities
with real blood-and-gut consequences, but we
cannot have a medicare system if we continue to
fund it at 10 percent or if we continue to have a
culture of deficits. So we tried to arrive at a fair
number in the Budget. We have tried to say we
are not going to go way down and way up. We
are trying to have it a little bit—you know, in
terms of the two-three-year plan, we are not
going to come from 10 to 2, which I think would
be really almost—-well, especially with the wage
increases that are quite a bit higher than that—so
we are trying to go, you know, 10, 6, et cetera.

Mr. Chairperson: Shall the motion pass?
Some Honourable Members: Pass.

Mr. Chairperson: The motion is accordingly
passed. That concludes the work of the Commit-
tee of Supply at this time. Committee rise.

House Business

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, on Orders of the Day in
the Chamber, of course, please call third
readings as they appear on the Order Paper.

THIRD READINGS

Bill 4—The Elections Finances
Amendment Act

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): I move, seconded by the Minister of
Agriculture and Food (Ms. Wowchuk), that Bill
4, The Elections Finances Amendment Act (Loi
modifiant la Loi sur le financement des
campagnes €lectorales), be now read a third time
and passed.

Motion presented.

Mr. Harold Gilleshammer (Minnedosa): |
would like to take this opportunity to put some
comments on the record relative to Bill 4, The
Elections Finances Amendment Act. Indeed, |
think many Manitobans, as they get to know

more about this bill, have some grave concerns
about the fact that this bill is going to stifle some
of the debate and some of the dissemination of
information that goes on around legislation in
this House. I think we have seen ample evidence
of that in this particular session.

The Government brought in Bill 42, which
is an attack on the rights of school boards to
make decisions in dealing with their employees.
This was a bill that created a lot of interest
across the province with school divisions, muni-
cipal councillors, reeves, mayors, and indeed,
members of the Manitoba Teachers' Society.

This bill seeks to limit the amount of
advertising and input and information that can be
disseminated by parties who have a genuine
interest in legislation, and what is happening in
government. There are real concerns that the
passage of this bill is not going to allow
Manitobans to communicate with each other, to
communicate on public policy issues, to com-
municate to their legislators and to communicate
to the general public the grave concerns that they
have relative to the direction that government is
going. This is seen in many parts of the province
and many parts of the country as being very
undemocratic, and it does stifle the debate. It
does stifle the information that groups are
allowed to disseminate.

We have seen also with a bill like Bill 44, a
bill which the Government has brought before
this Legislature, one that they not only did not
talk about during the campaign last year. The
Premier (Mr. Doer) is proud to talk on many
occasions about five promises. There was no
promise on labour legislation.

In fact, when he met with the editorial board
of the Winnipeg Free Press last year around this
time, he was asked very directly about what his
relationship was with labour unions within the
province of Manitoba. He was asked very
directly what he was going to do in terms of the
labour-relations laws in this province. He stated
very clearly to the editorial board of the
Winnipeg Free Press that he had no plans, that
he was not interested, that he did not intend to
make any changes in labour relations law. The
Free Press also credits him with saying that, yes,
he was going to make more and make some
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improvements in Workplace Safety and Health.
He was also interested in doing something, in his
mind, positive in Workers Compensation. But he
did indicate that he would not touch The Labour
Relations Act as far as labour relations laws
were concerned in this province. He was asked
very clearly what his intentions were, and the
editorial board says that his answers were very
clear and were very reassuring.

This bill, Bill 4, now would gag organi-
zations and people from speaking out against a
government policy which was not enunciated
during the campaign, a government bill, which
there was no warning about, a government
legislation that has been brought in, in July of
this year, that has really brought together not
only the business community but many
Manitobans to speak against this legislation. If in
fact we accept Bill 4, this is going to severely
restrict what people are able to disseminate in
terms of solid information, telling other
Manitobans what in fact their government is
going to do. Even today as we sit here, there are
Manitobans who are just now finding out what is
contained within this law. We are finding out
that the Premier (Mr. Doer) of the province
misled Manitobans last year when he was asked
this question, and now he is bringing forth
legislation contrary to what he stated, contrary to
what he said. This was his attempt to promulgate
on the people of Manitoba that there was a
Today's NDP.

* (14:50)

This legislation indicates very clearly that
this is reaily yesterday’s NDP who sit in this
Chamber. This legislation, Bill 4, would not
allow the people who want to make others aware
of what is contained within this legislation. It is
going to severely limit their ability to do that.
That is why people from across this province
have spoken out against Bill 4. It is undemo-
cratic, and it is going to limit the ability that
Manitobans have to talk about the legislation, to
see what the legislation contains in detail, and
see how it is going to affect them.

Now the Premier (Mr. Doer) had also said
that he was going to work with opposition
parties in bringing forth legislation of this type.
Well, let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, there was no

advance warning of this legislation. Members on
this side of the House knew nothing of this until
the month of July when this legislation was
introduced into this Chamber. The fact that we
meet in committee is something that is part of
our way of doing business here, and the Premier
certainly did not mean that that was the
consultation that was going to take place. He
stated very clearly that there would be consulta-
tion with members of the Opposition in this
Legislature to bring forward a piece of legis-
lation that Manitobans could accept and Mani-
tobans would feel was a fair way of doing it.

But this lack of consultation is becoming the
hallmark of this government. School trustees
were surprised at the degree of legislation that
was brought in by the Minister of Education
(Mr. Caldwell) in terms of returning to the fact
that school divisions would now not have con-
tained within that arbitration award any concern,
any consideration for the ability to pay.

Yesterday and the two days previous we saw
home schoolers from across this province sitting
in the gallery, because they were very much
opposed to legislation on home schooling.
Again, there was no warning. There was very
limited attempt I understand, a cell phone
conversation by the Minister of Education, to
communicate with this group.

This legislation in Bill 4, again, is going to
play into the hands of government who do not
want the public to know what their legislative
agenda is. I might point out to you that the
labour law, for instance, or the changes for home
schoolers was not mentioned in the Throne
Speech. The Premier when he addressed the
Century Summit had a wonderful opportunity to
tell the labour community and the business
community what his intentions were on labour
law. He refused to do so when he wrote that
Throne Speech. He deliberately left that out.
This legislation is going to further inhibit
Manitobans from participating in the creation of
laws within this particular parliament.

Similarly the railroad bill, again very, very
limited consultation with the people who are
inherently involved in the short-line railroads in
this province, very little consultation with them.
As | said yesterday, I do to some degree, con-
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gratulate the Minister of Highways and Trans-
portation (Mr. Ashton) in that he brought in
about a dozen amendments to try and fix bad
legislation.

Again, Bill 4 is not going to give stake-
holders an opportunity to get their message out
with the passage of this bill. This is going to put
a gag on groups who want to explain to other
Manitobans what their government is doing. I
can tell you that if this government was in
opposition, they would not accept this legisla-
tion. They would not be putting forth this
legislation. It is undemocratic. It is going to
stifle debate.

The Premier (Mr. Doer) has talked about
bringing forth legislation that was recommended
by the Chief Electoral Officer. It is true that the
Chief Electoral Officer does have recom-
mendations in his annual reports that are advice
and information for government. Some of what
is happening, in fact, was in the Chief Electoral
Officer's report. But the Government has gone a
step further. They have gone further than the
Chief Electoral Officer had advised. In fact, they
have added portions to this bill that places
limistions on communicating by third parties in
this province. Again, we feel very strongly that
that is not something that this party, that this
government ran on. This is not something that
Manitobans wish to accept.

I can tell you that I sat through some of
these presentations. [ recall, particularly, the
community newspapers. Community newspapers
are those papers out there that publish, usually
once a week. A good part of their livelihood and
business is based on the fact that they carry
advertisements from a variety of groups. We
have seen those advertisements in the papers by
the business coalition, by the labour groups, by
the school trustees, by municipal councils, all
making comment on legislation that is currently
before this House. What this Bill 4 will do will
severely limit the ability of those groups to
contract with the community newspapers to
make themselves heard, to put that information
out to the public. Again, this government is
going a lot further than the Chief Electoral
Officer indicated in his report. They will be
stifling the debate. They will be preventing
information from reaching citizens, citizens who

are genuinely interested in the process and
interested in the legislation.

On top of all of this, similar legislation has
been struck down in other jurisdictions, most
recently in British Columbia. The wording is
very, very similar. I know the Premier has hung
his hat on a Supreme Court decision that he
tabled in this House after he was asked to do so.
That Supreme Court decision really is in regard
to quite a different question. Yes, it has to do
with freedom of speech. Yes, it has to do with
putting forth information. But the legislation
which has been brought in by this government is
very much modelled after the legislation that
was put in place in British Columbia, and it was
struck down by the court. We have asked the
Premier (Mr. Doer) to review that, and he
indicates that he does not have to simply because
of the Supreme Court legislation that he thinks is
relevant. I can tell him, from looking at the B.C.
case, looking at the B.C. legislation, looking at
the fact that that legislation was struck down by
the provincial court, the same is going to happen
here.

A number of the groups who appeared
before committee in opposition to this legislation
have stated very clearly that they do not intend
to let this legislation sit. They are going to take
this to court. They are going to fight the
government on this. What the Premier is doing
by not looking at what has happened in another
jurisdiction, what he is doing is he is going to
run this province the cost of going through a
court decision, and we are confident the court is
going to find in the same manner as it did in
British Columbia.

So I can tell you that many individuals and
groups across this province deserve to be heard.
The Government maybe does not like to hear
their criticism. The Government does not like to
hear the alternatives they have. We saw that in
committee the other night when the Government
brought in closure. We have seen in this
Legislature after a number of days of debate and
committee work that, sometimes by agreement,
committees did run late. Not only did they do
this on the first opportunity on Bill 42, they did
it on the second night of hearings on Bill 44, and
they know full well that many Manitobans have
jobs to go back to, Manitobans who reside
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outside the city of Winnipeg. I can tell you first-
hand, on Bill 42, that the Chair of the Board of
Rolling River School Division came in to make
a presentation. She was on the list and waited till
midnight to be heard and could see that, even
though she was from out of town, she was not
going to be heard in the near future, and she left
and went home not to return again.

Again, this government, I think, is gaining a
reputation for themselves by the way they treat
people. That is the way they treat people, and
there are Manitobans who sincerely have
something to say, and members of this govern-
ment do not want to hear. They do it by using
the rules, they use them by abusing these people,
and not giving them the opportunity to be heard
on legislation, and I say that is wrong. They had
every opportunity on the labour legislation to
meet the next day, in the morning, the afternoon,
or the evening to hear another dozen presenters.
The Minister of Labour (Ms. Barrett) puts out a
press release glorifying the fact that they have
listened to Manitobans, and they have tinkered
with the legislation.

* (15:00)

Well, that is not good enough. Not only did
you prevent people from being heard by that
committee, but you certainly did not respond to
some of the thoughtful presentations that were
made. This legislation on Bill 4 is going to take
all of that a step further. There are going to be
penalties imposed on people who want to bring
forward ideas. They are going to be threatened
by being told that they are exceeding the
arbitrary limits that have been brought forward
on the amount they are able to pay to have their
message taken out.

Many of these groups do not have a forum, a
forum like we do here to debate, a forum where
members of the Opposition and members of the
Government can say what is on their minds to
try and put forward cogent arguments either for
or against legislation. These third-party groups
often have to resort to purchasing space in daily
papers, in weekly papers, in the electronic
media, and the paltry sum that they are being
allowed to spend by the guidelines put forward
in this legislation is going to stifle that voice.

As we have seen in committee, as we have
seen as ministers consult with groups by cell
phone or on the east side of the Legislature, this
is a government who is gaining a reputation of
not wanting to hear from people, and this
legislation is carrying that one step further. It is
not going to allow groups to spend their own
money to take out sections in community papers,
in radio advertising to indicate to fellow Mani-
tobans what government is about, what govern-
ment is bringing in, what the legislation actually
means to them.

Many Manitobans do not have the ability to
access legislation. They do not have the ability
to have somebody interpret some of the more
complicated parts of it. Here in the Legislature,
of course, we have Legislative Counsel who can
indicate what certain sections of the Bill mean.
What this is going to do is it is going to
completely stifle the ability of these groups to
bring forward their ideas and be critical of the
Government, and that is part of western
democracy, that government has been elected by
the people to govern, to put forward their
platform, to put forward their ideas in legislation
and in regulations.

This legislation is going to limit the voices
that they are going to hear. I am quite surprised
that this government in their early days are
bringing forward legislation that is much more
than was talked about during the election cam-
paign, and it affects a lot more groups and
people than simply political parties.

If this government thinks that they can
govern without criticism, without hearing what
people have to say, they are badly mistaken. I
think you are going to be surprised at the
feelings that are out there about this legislation
from groups. I have mentioned in particular the
community newspapers who work very hard to
keep small operations going, who depend on not
only government advertising but also groups
who want to put forward ideas.

Part and parcel of this, of course, is that
government is going to be able to-they would
say they are not advertising. They are going to
say we are dispensing information to the public,
in many cases, bragging about their programs
and their legislation and the initiatives that they
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are going to embark on. It does tilt the playing
field because groups who wish to put their point
of view forward are not going to be able to do
that.

I would ask the Government to rethink this
legislation. I know we are on a path to pass it
today. I know that the legislation also has to be
proclaimed, so there will be a period of sober
second thought where members of Executive
Council and members of caucus can take a look
at this legislation and perhaps not proclaim all of
it, in fact, perhaps bring it back another session
when they have had a chance to review it in the
off season, so to speak, and see that there are
some shortcomings in it.

I can tell you that if it remains in its present
form, it will be challenged in the courts. I think
the Government will face the problem that this
very likely can be thrown out by the court, as it
was done in British Columbia. I would ask you
to take a good look at it and perhaps not pro-
claim it until you have done some more work on
itand bring it back another session.

As this time, Mr. Speaker, I am going to step
aside because I know there are other colleagues
who want to put their thoughts on the record.

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (Interim Leader of
the Official Opposition): I am pleased to have
the opportunity to put my comments and
thoughts on the record on third reading on Bill 4.

Mr. Speaker, I know members of this House
have heard my comments on second reading, but
I feel it is very important given that, again, this
government is intent on ramming legislation
through, something that we have seen a
consistent pattern of in this first session of the
Legislature under this New Democratic Govern-
ment. Certainly the middle word "Democrat" in
the name of the governing party has not sort of
served Manitobans well.

We know and we have seen, as we have
moved through this first session, that they seem
determined to remove people's democratic rights
through several pieces of legislation that have
been introduced. We only need to look to some
of them in their own party that have criticized
this kind of bill that is being brought forward,

Bill 4, The Elections Finances Act. We do not
have to look any further than the youth that they
say they represent and they say support their
party, and the comments that those youth have
made, to know that this legislation is ill con-
ceived and that it does not do any service to the
democratic process in the province of Manitoba.

If we look at the commitment that the
Premier so much likes to talk about, the election
promises, and what he talked about during the
election campaign, what we see in Bill 4 today
and what he said before the election are two
different things. I just want to go back to Today's
NDP talking about steps toward better politics
and restoring trust in government. During the
election campaign, they indicated that we will
pass this legislation soon after coming into
government. The now Premier committed at that
time to work with the other parties in the
Legislature in a co-operative way to fully imple-
ment the reforms. Well, Mr. Speaker, none of us
have disagreed that we should have a look at
election finances and a look at what the rules
should be into the future. But none of us
anticipated or expected that unilaterally, single-
handedly we would see a Premier that would try
to impose his will and his agenda on the people
of Manitoba without that kind of consultation
that he talked about, that he committed to, that
he promised in the last election.

But we know that the things that were
promised during the election campaign by the
New Democrats were issues that they have paid
lip-service to but they really have not, in any
meaningful way, implemented what they pro-
mised to do. We have seen the New Democrats,
after they were elected but before they had an
opportunity to put this legislation in place, they
discussed it at their party's provincial council,
and we have the Young New Democrats that
have clearly stated that there is a hidden agenda
with this legislation, there is an ulterior motive
by this Premier and his government. He
defended and talked about that motive in
December during the provincial council meeting.

[ want to quote, again, from the Young New
Democrats who. in their newslietter, have indi-
cated that it is alarming to note that in many
respects the legislation, Bill 4, that we see before
us is motivated by a "let's screw the Tories"
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mentality. The issue was hotly debated at their
council meeting, and the Premier attempted to
bolster his position by referring time and again
to the amount of money the Tories stood to lose
and how it was important to pass this legislation
quickly before the Tories had a chance to fill
their war chest. Well, that is great motivation for
making law in the province of Manitoba.

* (15:10)

What, again, was the rush by this govern-
ment to look at election finance reform? They
have a majority government. We are not going to
be seeing an election campaign for another three
or four years in the province of Manitoba. What
is the rush and what is the hidden agenda?
Surely, in the spirit of consultation that this
government always talks about, the Premier
could have said let us strike an all-party
committee of the Legislature, let us meet with
the Chief Electoral Officer, let us set up a
process to ensure that there is meaningful
election finances reform.

But, no, he appears to be bound and deter-
mined to rush things ahead, ram them through
this Legislature in the middle of the summer
when he hoped that no one would be around to
know what this legislation was about or what it
would be doing.

Well, Mr. Speaker, again we saw, when this
bill went to committee, people, many
organizations that came out, ordinary citizens or
members of groups and organizations that deal
with the publicc. We had the Taxpayers
Federation. We had the broadcasters that came
out united in opposition to this bill. We had the
National Citizens' Coalition, which I know the
Government does not give any credibility to.
The Premier (Mr. Doer) has publicly called them
wimps. Very often, and we heard it at committee
on Bill 44 in answers to questions, presenters
saying that when someone could not defend their
point of view, they decided that making personal
attacks on individuals was the only way that they
could deflect from their own lack of competence
or ability to present their point of view.

When you hear the Premier, who is sup-
posed to be the Leader of this province, calling
Manitobans wimps that present their personal

point of view, that does not say very much for
the kind of leadership that we are seeing. Maybe
that is why we are seeing the kind of legislation
and the kind of mismanagement of this whole
last 10 months of governance in this province.

Surprise, surprise. Who was out, full force,
supporting this legislation at committee? The
Manitoba Federation of Labour and CUPE. The
very organizations that wrote Bill 44 and led this
government by the nose, said to this govern-
ment: We got you elected; this is payback time.
We will come out and support you on Bill 4, but
you make sure you pass Bill 44 at the labour
legislation. You owe us big time.

So, here again, we have the NDP speaking
for the labour unions and the labour unions
coming out to support the Government on a gag
law known as Bill 4 in the province of Manitoba.
So we know what the hidden agenda of this
government is. This government is there to put
in place whatever the union movement in the
province of Manitoba asks of them. We know
and we have seen, time and time again, through
newspaper articles, editorials, that it is not this
Premier and his cabinet colleagues and caucus
that are running the show in the province of
Manitoba, but there is a group and an
organization behind them that are driving the
process, driving the agenda, dictating to this
government what the laws of this province will
be and what the agenda and the policies will be
for Manitobans. I say shame. Shame on this
government. [interjection]

Again we have sensitivity on the side of the
Government. Because it is only when they hear
the truth and they do not like it that they start to
try to turn the tables and deflect from the issue at
hand. We are talking about Bill 4. We are talking
about gagging Manitobans. We are talking about
taking away the democratic right and the
democratic freedom of people to choose what
political party they will support and how they
can participate in the democratic process. It is
not only in Bill 4. It is also in Bill 44 where
workers have had their democratic right to a
secret ballot taken away from them as a result of
this government.

I am not sure what the next hidden agenda
of this government is going to be. Maybe the
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Premier will look at unionizing all of Manitoba,
everyone in Manitoba, Mr. Speaker, and he will
say that he will have all of a sudden become the
union boss of all Manitobans as a result. I mean,
he has moved from union boss to Premier, and
he still acts like a union boss. Once a union boss,
I guess, always a union boss. Maybe the next
thing we will see from this Premier is
unionization and people will no longer have a
secret ballot in order to vote in the province of
Manitoba, but all they will have to do is sign a
card. He will have Bemie Christophe and Rob
Hilliard going around signing up Manitobans,
and he thinks maybe in that process he will be
premier for life.

We do not know what to expect from this
government, but what we have seen to date in
the last 10 months is a government that is intent
on ramming legislation through, a government
that is intent on taking away people's democratic
rights to freedom of speech, their democratic
rights to a secret ballot, and a government that
seems to believe that they know what is best for
Manitobans. Manitobans are not intelligent
enough to figure it out for themselves. This
government says we know what is best for you.
We will tell you what to do. We are government
now. You do not have the intellectual capability
to make decisions and choices on your own. We
are going to make those choices for you.

Well, Mr. Speaker, it will not take very long
to see this province back to the place it was
under the days of Howard Pawley where it took
him six short years to bring this province to its
knees. We are seeing that kind of arrogance
again and that kind of philosophy that will take
Manitoba down not build it up.

So we are opposed to this legislation. We

are not the only ones opposed to the legislation.
The only people who seem to be supporting this
New Democratic government and this legislation
are those union bosses, again, that are the
partners in solidarity with this government. The
majority of Manitobans will find that their
taxpayers' dollars, their dollars that they pay in
taxes are going to be spent fighting challenges in
court based on the unconstitutionality of this
legislation. We have already seen the same kind
of legislation struck down in British Columbia.

We have seen that it will not withstand the
Charter challenge.

But that does not matter to this government,
because they do not really care about how much
money they spend or how they spend taxpayers'
dollars. There is no accountability. We will ram
this legislation through, even though it has been
proved to be unconstitutional. But we will take
your tax dollars and we will defend it in court if
we have to. Mr. Speaker, that is the mentality. In
a very short time, we have seen what the agenda
of this government is, and Manitobans will soon
come to realize that their individual rights have
been removed from them as a result of the
policies and the philosophy of this Premier and
his government.

* (15:20)

We do not support Bill 4. We will be voting
against it in third reading. The issues that have
been raised by many third parties and the
concerns that have been raised will, I am sure,
come true and Manitobans will be the ones that
are the losers as a result of this undemocratic,
unconstitutional legislation. So, with those
comments, we are prepared to indicate again that
it is a sad day for Manitoba to see the kinds of
rights taken away from them that this govern-
ment seems to be intent upon doing. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): Mr. Speaker,
I want to take this opportunity to put some more
comments on the record regarding Bill 4, and
once again to reiterate the fact that I am not in
support of this bill.

I am not in support of this bill for a number
of reasons, in particular because this bill is an
infringement on personal rights. This bill is
loaded with language which takes away the
rights of individuals and the rights of the indivi-
dual freedom of association. It will eliminate the
rights of individuals to speak out against the
Government, particularly during election
campaigns, one of the very valuable rights that
we are allowed under our democratic system. It
also takes away the democratic right of people to
form an association, to form a group to raise a
common voice to concerns that they have against
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issues and policies of the Government. So I am
against this bill on that principle.

I am against this bill because this bill is
unconstitutional in its nature. We have seen that.
We will see it. This bill will be taken to court.
There are a number of groups that have indicated
that they will test this legislation in the courts. In
fact again, the Premier (Mr. Doer) was advised
by the Chief Electoral Officer to wait, be patient
until they heard the final results of the legislation
in B.C., which has lost its challenge under the
appeal courts in the province of British
Columbia. This legislation in many ways is
modelled identically on that legislation, and that
legislation has not survived the test of the courts.
A number of times, the Premier referred to the
Libman case to justify this legislation. We all in
this House know, and the Premier knows now,
full well, that the Libman case does not apply in
this situation, that there have been other cases
tested since then. In fact, the primary witness in
the Libman case has even reversed his position,
and indicated that the evidence he gave before
the courts in that case, he has changed his mind
and realized that the argument does not hold.

So I am against this bill because it is
unconstitutional. Most importantly, I think I am
against this bill because it does not do what this
government and what this Premier said in the
election campaign was his intent to do with this
bill. It does not do what he is saying now that it
will do. I will not question the Premier's
intentions, but it should be obvious to him. It
should be obvious to the members of his govern-
ment that this bill does not accomplish what he
is telling the people of Manitoba he wants to
accomplish. It does not create a level playing
field. There are a number of discrepancies. It
will lead more and more to more cynicism on
behalf of the people of Manitoba once they come
to fully understand it.

There was no rush for the Premier to put this
bill before the House. We are not going to have
an election for a number of years. The Premier
did, in his election promises, make reference to
the fact that he would be willing to work in co-
operation with all members of the Legislature to
bring in legislation that would accomplish his
established goals. We do not have that here. We
have had no consultation. This bill was brought

into this House prior to any discussion with any
other member on this side of the House with
regard to this bill, in open conflict with what the
Premier had said publicly. He then stood up and
said: Committee is the time to hear information.
Committee is the time to consult. Well, we went
through that process, and the Premier knows that
we came into that committee with his ideas
already set in terms of amendments. We did hear
people. But we did not give any thought to their
presentations. The die was cast. The Premier was
moving down the road. We are moving down a
road, I think, in a very, very difficult area and in
an area that is going to come back to make this
legislation look foolish. Because 1 do believe
that this legislation is foolish legislation.

You cannot in this day and age try to restrict
the rights of individuals. That may have worked
in the 1800s when people did not have access to
information. We are in the year 2000. We have
the Internet. Power is moving more and more
towards the individuals through their access to
information. They will be able to find out what
is going on. They will rise up, and they will want
to have their say. We as a democratic society
should not in any way try to infringe on the
rights of individuals either to speak their minds
freely or to join together in groups with a right to
freedom of association to make their position
known.

I want to go back to just bring a little history
into this argument, into this debate. I am going
back to the 1930s. I am taking my information
from a book called Capitalism and Freedom. It
goes on to explain how important it is to have a
free society. In the 1930s in Britain they did not
have that. They had a broadcasting system which
was publicly owned. As a result of that, there
was a member of the Legislature, a member of
Parliament for the country of Britain, that
wanted to speak out. He wanted to speak out
against what was going on in Germany because
he felt that Hitler's approach was taking Europe
and was going to take his country in the wrong
direction. He was very forceful about that, but he
was not allowed to speak on public radio
because his views at the time were felt to be too
controversial. That is the road we are heading
down when we try to set up roadblocks for
people in terms of voicing their opinion.
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That individual was Winston Churchill.
From 1933 on, Winston Churchill, although he
was a member of Parliament, was not allowed to
speak on the public broadcasting system in
Britain because his views were too controversial.
I would ask the government: Is that the road they
intend to go down? Because that is what this
legislation is leading towards. This legislation is
putting restrictions on individuals on their ability
to use the media in whatever fashion they choose
to speak out on issues of their choice.

That is wrong. During debate on second
reading I was having a bit of back and forth with
the Premier (Mr. Doer). The Premier wanted to
raise the issue of Bill Loewen, who is my uncle,
and the formation of the National Party. So we
had an interesting discussion on it.

Under this legislation we will not give
individuals like Bill Loewen the opportunity to
rise up, to put their efforts behind issues which
they disagree with. In that case the primary issue
was free trade. There was a large and vocal
contingent of our society in Canada that was
looking for a place to go to argue against the
Free Trade Agreement. This was in 1993, after
the agreement had been passed. That group, with
the assistance of Bill Loewen, got together,
formed a political party, and made their voice
heard. It was very, very expensive.

That is what we are taking away. That is an
expensive process. So once again this legislation
tilts the balance in the favour of the existing
political parties, certainly the existing, best
known political parties, which are the Conserva-
tive Party, the Liberal Party and the New
Democratic Party. It is going to make it very,
very difficult for any citizen or any groups to
come together to form a new political party and
to make their voices heard.

* (15:30)

If that is the intention of this iegisiation, so
be it. The Government has a majority. If that is
what they intend to do, if they want to limit
political discussion to the three well-established
political parties, then that is their prerogative.
They can do that. But they should have the
courage to stand up before the people in
Manitoba and indicate to those people that is

their intention and that is what they are going to
do.

We have not seen that from this government
on many, many levels. I did not hear it from the
Premier that day when we were discussing this
issue on Bill 2. What I heard from the Premier
was a reference to the fact that the National
Party also stood against donations from corpora-
tions and unions. Yes, that was one of their
platforms. That was a principle, a principle of
that party.

I want to remind the members opposite that
on that principle, when that party received a
donation from a union, when that party received
a donation from a corporation, they did not say:
Well, we are going to change the law after we
are elected, and then no one will be able to do it.
They sent it back. They sent the cheque back,
they sent the money back, and they told those
groups, the unions and the corporations, thank
you for your interest, but this party stands on a
principle. That principle applies now. It does not
have to be legislated. You do not legislate
principles, you have principles.

That is not what we are seeing from this
government. What we are seeing from this
government is a promise to eliminate union and
corporate donations during an election cam-
paign. Once they are elected, what do we see?
The first thing out of the gate, they have a
massive fundraising dinner. 1 believe they
charged, I am not sure. was it $325 a plate? That
may be a little high. It might have been $250.
Anyway, it was a healthy sum. That dinner was
designed to raise money from unions. They were
not selling tickets to individuals. They sold
tickets to the unions. They sold tickets to
corporations. It was designed to raise money
from corporations and from union coffers. They
know well that it was not designed to sell all
those tickets to individuals.

So this party does not stand on a principie. It
stands on convenience. The people of Manitoba
need to be aware of that. The people of
Manitoba need to understand that. Quite frankly,
it should be up to the New Democratic Party, it
should be up to the government of the day to get
up and say that and be honest with the people of
Manitoba.
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If they want to play this shell game, if they
want to stand up during elections and say, you
know, we do not support donations from
corporations and from unions, they should do so
on principle. They should bring legislation
before this House that deals with that principle.
Before that legislation is passed, they should act
on their principles, if that is what they are.

They have proven in this case that is not a
principle of theirs. They do not have as a party a
principle that it is wrong for corporations and
unions to make political contributions. That is
not a principle. They have proven that since the
election. They should stand up and speak to this
bill for what it really is. What it is is a bill of
convenience for themselves and for their union
leaders.

There is another very, very damning part of
this legislation. I think the public will become
aware of this and will be very alarmed by the
fact that now this government is restricting
contributions to political parties, limiting it to
people who are what they quote as normally
resident within the province of Manitoba. We
are going to have to see how the courts define
normally resident, because I am sure that will be
challenged. There are a great many people who
move in and out of the province. There are
people who live in the province their whole
lifetime, retire because of their inability
physically to deal with some of the severe
weather that we have in this province. They have
not lost an interest in the province of Manitoba.
Some of those people have been involved in
politics all their life. They have not lost an
interest in their political beliefs and they want to
continue to support it.

What has this government done? It has shut
them down. The ramifications are widespread.
My dear aunt in Victoria, who may want to
support me, she may not, but up to now she has
the choice. If she wants to send me a donation to
say, John, we appreciate the fact that you are
willing to stand up and be counted and run for
elected office; by the way, here is a small
contribution, because, you know, she cannot
afford much. She will be living off her
retirement income, but she may want to just say:
I want to support you in a small way because |
believe in the democratic principle and I
appreciate.

That applies to all members of this House. It
applies to all individuals who may choose to
stand up and give their beliefs before the public
and take their risk at the poll.

This legislation takes that right away from
those individuals. Those individuals are Cana-
dian citizens, they are people who want to be
involved in the process. This government has no
right to take away their constitutional right to be
a part of the process.

Once again, if that was the principle, if what
this government was saying to the people of
Manitoba, look, elections in Manitoba should be
only for Manitobans, and if you are outside the
province of Manitoba you should not be
involved, then they should stand up before the
people of this province and say that. They should
enact that in legislation they bring before this
House.

But they do not do that. They think they are
being clever in trying to draft legislation which
will, in their mind, have an effect on that big
corporate bogeyman that they see out there that
they think is going to somehow rise up and make
enormous financial contributions to political
parties and tip the scales, something that has
never happened in an election in Manitoba. In
fact, if anybody stood up and tipped the scales it
has been people right in Manitoba. It has been
union leaders who have been using the funds
that they collect day in and day out, week in and
week out, for every member of their union, who
do not have a choice.

So, if this party is going to stand up for
democratic principles, I would suggest to it that
maybe it should take a deep, deep look and
decide if they really do have any principles
besides the principle that says, let us do anything
we can to see that we are elected and remain in
power. If they are willing to look into their souls
and come to those conclusions and come to
those principles, then I would ask them to stand
up before the people of Manitoba, state those
principles, and if they are still in power to come
before this Legislature and bring us legislation
that is going to live up to those principles, not
legislation that is poorly written, that will not
survive the test of constitutionality and which in
my opinion is devious in many ways.
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So, Mr. Speaker, those are my primary
objections to this legislation. It should be
withdrawn. We should form an all-party com-
mittee or we should have a commission of
inquiry. We should have a public process to let
the people of Manitoba determine how they want
to be governed, how they want to see their
elections handled, because what they do not
want, | am sure what they do not want, is to cut
out one segment of society and to allow those
that want to tilt the political system in their
favour to have a large say in all of this.

That is what they have done, because
nowhere in this legislation, although they do not
allow people from outside of this province to
make financial contributions, individuals, what
they do allow is people to come from out of
province to work on elections and to do so in a
way that does not cost any political party any bit
of their election expense allowance to have those
people come here. That has long been a problem
with elections, to have this flood of people, this
flood of workers come from outside of our
province to try and influence elections in our
province. These people, in many cases, have no
real interest in Manitoba. They have a political
interest in one political party. They do not even
know who the candidates are. They are just
coming in to work for one political party
because they work for that party in another
province of the country or they work for that
situation in another province.

Once again, if it is true that this government
wants to limit the political process to people that
reside in the province of Manitoba, then I would
challenge them to bring legislation before this
House that does that.

Mr. Speaker, in speaking to this bill in
second reading, | mentioned a number of other
concerns that [ have about this bili. [ want to put
it on record that none of the flowery amend-
ments that the Premier (Mr. Doer) has brought to
this House to speak to this bill satisfy any of
those concerns. In fact, they only make me more
concerned about the legislation. When I say this
legislation is poorly written [ only have to give
the example that the Premier himself gave when
he spoke one week about three weeks ago and
said, well, this legislation will ensure that the ads
we saw during the last campaign that were there

by the teachers' union and by the nurses' union
are banned and will not be seen again, only to
change his mind a week later and say, well, look,
people are complaining about that. This
legislation really will not do anything about that.
So what is this legislation meant to do?

My suggestion to the Government is to
figure it out, decide what their principles are,
and then until that is done to withdraw this
legislation.

* (15:40)

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Just a few
brief comments on Bill 4. As | have indicated
when I spoke in second reading I am not funda-
mentally opposed to moving to a situation where
we have individual contributions, but I think that
this bill as it stands now has a number of
significant flaws which should have been
carefully addressed during the process of
committee and debate and amendment here
which were not.

I do want to compliment the Government on
clarifying what is an election communication
expense, because I think without that clarifying
amendment, we would have been into a real
quagmire interpreting what was an election com-
munications expense and what was not.

That being said, I think that there are two
really big issues which are outstanding. The
Government is proposing to have an all-party
committee, but that committee will come
together after the legislation is passed. I think
that there really are fundamental problems that
should have been worked out with an all-party
committee before the legislation was passed so
that in fact we have some understanding that we
are going to have a piece of legisiation which is
in fact workable.

I have some great misgivings about the ease
with which an all-party committee will now be
able to work having the legislation already there
and not having the flexibility that we might have
had to work out in a serious fashion some of the
details in how the legislation would apply and
how it would apply fairly and how it would
serve not to limit democracy as one indeed is
concerned here but to enhance democracy.
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I also have some real concerns about the
third-party provision. As I have said before,
being a third party here, it may affect me
particularly, but, no, Mr. Speaker, the third party
here means non-political parties, of course. In
this circumstance it is the non-political
organizations or groups who want to contribute
or want to participate in the debate. The limits
which in this circumstance are being applied are
such that during an election a third party will not
be able to purchase advertising in even reaching
all the voters of this province. That clearly is a
concern in terms of limiting the extent of debate,
limiting the participation of third parties. Clearly
that was one of the limits which was taken into
account in the court ruling in British Columbia.
A little bit more time and consideration might
have come to a better conclusion as to what was
an appropriate limit if indeed we were to limit
third parties in this fashion.

So I continue to have some major concerns
with this legislation, will oppose it in its present
form because of that, and just wanted to make
that position clear.

Mr. Speaker: Is the House ready for the ques-
tion?

Some Honourable Members: Question.

Mr. Speaker: The question before the House is
third reading of Bill 41 that was moved by the
Honourable Government House Leader (Mr.
Mackintosh) and was seconded by the
Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Food
(Ms. Wowchuk), that Bill 4, The Elections
Finances Amendment Act (Loi no 2 modifiant la
Loi sur le financement des campagnes
électorales), be now read a third time and
passed.

Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some Honourable Members: Yes.
Some Honourable Members: No.
Voice Vote
Mr. Speaker: All those in favour, say yea.

Some Honourable Members: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: All those opposed, say nay.

Some Honourable Members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion, the Yeas have it.
Formal Vote

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): Yeas and Nays.

Mr. Speaker: A recorded vote has been re-
quested. Call in the members.

Order. The question before the House is
third readings, the motion moved by the
Honourable Government House Leader (Mr.
Mackintosh), seconded by the Honourable Mini-
ster of Agriculture and Food (Ms. Wowchuk),
that Bill 4, The Elections Finances Amendment
Act (Loi no 2 modifiant la Loi sur le
financement des campagnes électorales), be now
read a third time and passed.

Division
A RECORDED VOTE was taken, the result
being as follows:

Yeas
Aglugub, Allan, Asper, Barrett, Caldwell,
Cerilli, Chomiak, Dewar, Doer, Friesen,

Jennissen, Korzeniowski, Lemieux, Mackintosh,
Maloway, Martindale, McGifford, Mihychuk,
Nevakshonoff, Reid, Robinson, Rondeau, Sale,
Santos, Schellenberg, Selinger, Smith (Brandon
West), Struthers, Wowchuk.

Nays

Cummings, Dacquay, Derkach, Driedger, Dyck,
Enns, Faurschou, Filmon, Gerrard,
Gilleshammer, Laurendeau, Loewen, Maguire,
Mitchelson,  Penner  (Emerson),  Penner
(Steinbach), Pitura, Praznik, Reimer, Rocan,
Schuler, Smith (Fort Garry), Tweed.

Madam Clerk (Patricia Chaychuk): Yeas 29,
Nays 23.

Mr. Speaker: | declare the motion carried.

* % %

Mr. Mackintosh: Mr. Speaker, would you
please call Bill 42.
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Bill 42-The Public Schools Amendment
and Consequential Amendments Act

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the
Minister of Education (Mr. Caldwell), that Bill
42, The Public Schools Amendment and Conse-
quential Amendments Act (Loi modifiant la Loi
sur les écoles publiques et modifications
corrélatives), be now read a third time and
passed.

Motion presented.
* (16:10)

Mrs. Joy Smith (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to put some closing comments on the
record regarding Bill 42. It is with much regret
that I have seen Bill 42 go through, because I do
believe or have come to this stage in the dying
moments of the bill simply because I do believe
that it is very important that Manitobans under-
stand the gravity of what has happened here.

This bill passed, went through amendments
and passed during the hot summer days. This bill
passed under duress with much speed. Members
opposite have been asked on a regular basis to
reconsider this bill and to move forward and to
go out into the province of Manitoba and
collaborate with the taxpayers.

Mr. Speaker, the gravity of this bill will be
felt in the very near future. We have asked that
amendments be looked at. We have asked that
more teachers at the grass roots be collaborated
with. The ramifications of Bill 42 will be so far
reaching that it will hit in the classrooms all
across Manitoba. It will hit the taxpayers pockets
all across Manitoba. It will hit the very teachers
it is supposed to assist.

Mr. Speaker, we heard time after time that
working conditions in the classrooms have to be
improved. Nobody would argue with that.
Nobody would argue with the fact that teachers
need to be supported. But it is a very sad day
when this bill goes through for Manitoba
because the ripple effect, the wave of distress,
will go across Manitoba in a very meaningful
way when taxes are raised, the ability to pay
once again.

We have had a lot of feedback from
members in the business community, had
feedback from some grass-roots teachers, had
feedback from parents. In looking at the Bill
itself, and especially the one particular clause
that talks about the ability to pay, and the
amendment on the ability to pay that was turned
down by members opposite, Mr. Speaker, causes
grave concern on this side of the House.

Mr. Speaker, we look at all the bills that, in
the first sitting of this Legislature, with this
brand new government and we look at all the
bills that have been rammed through with the
careless manner in which legislation was put
forward, thrown together and put together with
the thread of an agenda that is very scary for
Manitobans.

What we should be looking at in Bill 42 is,
first of all, the well-being of the students, and the
Minister of Education (Mr. Caldwell) in this
House has very eloquently talked about his
caring for the students here in Manitoba.
Unfortunately, actions speak louder than words.
It is.the feeling of members on this side of the
House and myself and the Manitoba Association
of School Trustees and the Manitoba Associa-
tion of School Superintendents and the
principals and a goodly number of the teachers—a
goodly number of the teachers, Mr. Speaker,
really did not know much about the Bill at all,
did not know really what it meant. They were
just told that they would be in control and their
working conditions would be better.

Some of the teachers that have looked at it
have questioned aspects of the Bill, and when we
have these members of leading organizations
like the Manitoba Association of School
Trustees, parents, taxpayers that are questioning
the Bill. this government, members opposite had
ampie opportunity to sit back, shelve the Bill and
go out all across Manitoba and speak to the
constituents, speak to the taxpayers, speak to the
schools, take a long look at what is going to
happen to the programs in the schools. The
money goes so far; it is not an endless pit. There
has to be a plan, a five-year plan, a ten-year plan
and for this government a four-year plan because
that is the length of term of office this govern-
ment will be in, as a result of the legislation that
has gone through this House. The lack of
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collaboration, the lack of attention to detail, the
lack of attention at looking at the future, the
future and well-being, No. 1 of the students of
the province of Manitoba because schools were
built for students, I am sorry, not for teachers.

Teachers are there to teach the students and
they are to be supported. They are to be
supported but they need to have the resources,
the taxpayers' money to be able to put programs
into place. Most teachers do not go to parent-
teacher interviews and talk about their
paycheques. Most teachers do not go to inter-
views and say my well-being and the liaison, the
friendly atmosphere between the students and
the parents and the teachers depend on their
contracts. Teachers do not think that way.
Teachers in Manitoba are loving, caring people.
They do have at this present time a respectful
wage and a wage that does need to be increased,
but the far-reaching ramifications of what has
happened in this bill is absolutely astonishing.

In my 22 years of teaching I taught,
particularly at junior high, my students not to be
influenced by peer pressure. Unfortunately, there
has been union peer pressure through all these
bills that have been presented through this
Legislature. We sat in committee of Bill 42. We
really had closure in Bill 42 except we did not
scream and yell about it. Members on this side
of the House did not. When it happened with
Bill 44, we screamed and yelled about it because
it happened once too often. There was closure
with Bill 42 because the assembly, the
Committee was not stopped at 12 midnight, but
far into the night we sat listening to presentation
after presentation after presentation. In those
presentations, you could tell they would have
private citizens supposedly who were presenting,
and they always let us know that they were
presidents of some union. In talking to a number
of grass-roots teachers, they did not even know
that these committee hearings were taking place.

Teachers are extremely professional, intelli-
gent people, and teachers in this province have
been ill-informed. They have not been informed.
They do not know what is going on. My greatest
fear is that the teachers will be blamed for this
unsavoury bill. Teachers will be blamed when
taxes go up. Teachers will be blamed, and this is
unfair to the teaching population.

Improvements, problem solving, and facing
challenges are all a part of what members
opposite have to deal with, whether it be in
health care, whether it be in labour bills, whether
it be in education. This Minister of Education, it
is my belief, has a heart for the education, I will
not deny that. I feel as if he is a man who
believes he is doing the right thing. I think the
Minister opposite is also a person who votes
with his caucus depending on what the majority
rule. We saw that in Bill 12 where home
schoolers were pleading for a little bit more
time, and it was turned down. I daresay, it must
be very difficult for some members opposite,
when they know that they have to vote, no
matter what others believe, they have to vote
according to the caucus.

* (16:20)

Now I do not know whether this occurred or
not, but I cannot see any logic as to why Bill 12
passed or was not shelved with the hoist motion,
but, you know, it started with Bill 42. We should
have seen the danger signs. Members on this
side of the House were very hopeful that when
we presented logical reasoning as to why the
ability-to-pay clause had to be left in, we had
hopes that, at its very worst, the amendments
would be altered but the ability-to-pay clause
would be in there to protect the students, the
taxpayers, and the teachers.

On the surface it looks like, well, now
teachers will finally have wonderful working
conditions. This is a camouflage of a disaster
that is about to happen in this province. When
you take the wrapping off and look underneath,
the whole core is rotten. What is going to be
happening is disaster in the public school
system. The face of the public school system is
going to be tarnished with a bill that is going to
drain taxpayers of money that is needed in
households across this province. It is going to
drain school divisions of finances that support
programs, and it is going to open up divisive-
ness.

I see another thread. This government has a
talent for putting in the most divisive bills that
cause people to war against one another. The
war that we are going to see here is going to be
between teachers, parents, trustees, and princi-
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pals, because there is no order; there is no
common sense; there is no long-term vision. We
have to not just look for today or look for maybe
tomorrow, we have to look at three, five, ten
years down the road. We have to build a system
that is sustainable. We have to build a system
that allows for the liaison between teachers and
parents to occur. I must stay one of the most
thrilling aspects of being involved in the
education system, first of all, was with the
teaching of students that I was privileged to be a
part of for 22 years. The next thing was the
privilege of being able to work with parent
groups and to see Regulation 54/96 go into play
where parents have a right to have meaningful
input into curriculum, into discipline policies,
into all aspects of education, even into fund
raising, where parents have this obligation and
this right.

Before this present government came in, this
province had these wonderful new curriculums,
curriculums that needed to be rewritten for the
past two decades. Mr. Speaker, the previous
government brought in these curriculums. The
previous government brought in assessment,
accountability. So the students and the parents
knew where they stood. They were not fooled. It
used to be ten years ago, or as early as five years
ago, where parents would get report cards that
said: good, very good, whatever. And parents
said: This is not good enough. They had children
who went through all the school system. At the
end of the day when they graduated and went to
post-secondary education, they found out that
their children could not read, write or computate.

This was a very sad day when the Grade 3
assessment was convoluted to such a way that
there is absolutely no consistency across the
province. In actual fact, it has put a greater
burden on the teachers. A lot of teachers are not
schooled in test design. That is why we have
resource teachers in schools. That is why we
have in-services across the province for assess-
ment. That is why the former government put in
supports. 1 daresay, we needed even more
supports for teachers so they could handle the
testing process. It was an outcomes-based test.
What that meant is that children were assessed
on what they had learned, based on the
curriculum before them. We now have a
smorgasbord of tests. Members opposite should

realize that in testing I can speak with authority
with the background I have had with testing and
my certification as a special education teacher—
tests are designed to test different areas.

With Bill 42, I ask members opposite this
question: Where is the funding going to come
from to ensure that the programs, the testing, the
assessment is stable in this province where
students and parents will know, by the time they
have graduated Grade 4 that students have
achieved a high academic and social standard,
and that the public school system has done its
very best?

The former government had to address these
issues, Mr. Speaker. The University of Manitoba
was putting in extra years for students arriving at
university who absolutely did not have the
ability to write an essay. There was a year put in
at the university to catch everybody up on
reading and writing. It spoke to the fact that the
accountability and the assessment in this
province were less than adequate for the stu-
dents.

We went through, I would say, about four or
five years of very difficult times in the education
system, because the paradigms were changing,
new curriculums were changing, parental
involvement was introduced. All these things
converged upon the school system.

That is the opportunity that unions took to
speak out and say the working conditions are not
as they should be. I wouid agree that the
working conditions for teachers absolutely had
to be improved, but in this bill, in the preamble,
in I believe it was clauses 9 and 10, it actually
spoke to the fact that collective bargaining and
good collective bargaining made teachers
happier, so therefore the students would be
happier. Mr. Speaker, this is absurd.

[ taught in a real classroom, and I worked
with real parents and real students. At one point
in my career, | was at a school for seven years
that had every sort of challenge you could
imagine from low-income families to single-
parent families to kids with learning deficits, to
ADD, all these things, and you know what made
it work? What made it work was the love and the
caring for the students and the embracing of the
parental ideas and the parental aspect into the
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education of their children. The potential of the
students out there is what we should be talking
about. We should not be talking about the
collective bargaining process. All the first part of
this major educational legislation had to do with
collective bargaining.

Mr. Speaker, this government has to wake
up and look at what the real issues are. The real
issues are the fact that we are short of math and
science teachers at the senior levels. The real
issues are there are children who are having
problems in classrooms that we need to address.
I have taught many students who you would say
are students that could have never succeeded. |
have to tell you some of those students are now
in post-secondary institutions. One student is
now a surgeon that everyone thought would
never work.

You see teachers who are putting out the
time, the love, the caring. Liaison cannot be
legislated; liaison, good feelings, good rapport
cannot be legislated. I spoke previously on the
fact that the good rapport starts person to person,
just as in this House, when the Minister of
Education (Mr. Caldwell) and myself and
members opposite and members on this side
have had great differences of opinion, but
through collaboration and liaison and listening
there could have been a middle ground that was
met, a middle ground where we could have
worked together to problem solve, to improve
the working conditions of teachers and yet not
take the proverbial financial rug out from
underneath the Province, out from underneath
the taxpayers, out from underneath the schools.

* (16:30)

I have to tell you that this government and
this minister will wear this bill. If there is any
chance at all at this point in time for
reconsideration, which I do not think will ever
happen, now is the time. We have seen Bill 12
where there was lip-service paid only to open-
door collaboration. We have seen Bill 44 where
our own Premier (Mr. Doer) of this province
selectively took phrases out of the presentations
to support his point of view, nothing said about
the other ones. We have seen closure invoked to
such an extent that presenters had to go home. It
was so late at night they were tired. We have

heard from members opposite their desire to
listen to the people.

Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that this truck-
load of legislation that was put together with the
threads that I have been talking about will not
stand the test of time. With Bill 42 in particular I
shudder to think of the kind of ramifications that
this province is going to feel because of the
content of Bill 42.

I must speak to the fact that when I heard the
presenters, a large part of the presenters that we
are talking about, the workplace conditions,
related unfortunate incidences when employers
and people who were responsible for schools did
not work as well with their teachers as they
should have. Teachers need to have the
collaboration. They need to have input. Teachers
need to be listened to.

Mr. Speaker, members on this side of the
House do not believe that Bill 42 is the answer
to these workplace ills. These workplace ills
have an awful lot to do with interpersonal
relationships, have an awful lot to do with
leaders who are in place in individual school
sites who do not have the ability to bring the
team together.

I have to say, Mr. Speaker, that I have been
all over this province. | have to say that I have
talked to many schools, many trustees, many
principals, many teachers, where the relationship
in that school was wonderful and the school
divisions were wonderful, because they had the
ability to meet the challenges, because their
individual leaders, their trustees, their principals,
their teachers, had the ability to build teams and
collaborate. Their one focus was one thing, the
students in the classroom. That focus is now off
the students of the classroom and is now back on
the paycheques of the teachers. I do not think
teachers want that.

Teachers want to be paid well, should be
paid well. I know that this minister is probably
well-intentioned, but we have an NDP Govern-
ment that has a very socialistic kind of agenda
that unfortunately is not fair and balanced. The
best of intentions, if one segment of the
community is left out, will not solve the
challenges and the problems that the public
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school system is facing. So, with much regret,
members on this side of the House see this very
ill-fated, ill-thought-out bill about to become law
here in the province of Manitoba. I have to say
that the ramifications will be felt far reaching all
across this province. Unfortunately, it will cause
students to live in homes that cannot financially
support the schools in their districts. The dollar
will not go that far.

Mr. Speaker, having put these comments,
once again, on the record, I know members
opposite are fully aware how members on this
side of the House feel about this bill. We have
told them loudly and clearly. I have to say that in
one, two, three, four years, we will be coming
back and we will be saying because of Bill 42
the taxes were raised, because of Bill 42 the
wedge has been split between teachers,
principals, superintendents. The school divisions
will look entirely different in four years because
of forced amalgamation, will have come to
fruition or come into place because of Bill 42.
So the ramifications of this very ill-thought-out
bill will speak to the people of Manitoba in a
very meaningful way when this government has
to go back to the people and say: We did not
realize what this meant. It is very unfortunate
that this has occurred.

So it was with much sadness once again I
speak to Bill 42. I know it is in the dying
moments. I know that there is not much that
probably is going to change. I know that
members opposite have rammed this bill
through. It will come into law. It is with much
sadness 1 see this happen, because of the hurt
that it is going to cause all across the province.

Mr. Leonard Derkach (Russell): [ want to put
some comments on the record with regard to Bill
42. Although I have put some comments on the
record with respect to this bill, it certainly is one
that I think is worthy of comment, once again.
Because as we approach the dying moments in
the passage of this bill, we see that the
Government is not prepared to change its mind
even after having listened to not only us as
opposition, but to members of the public as well.

The theme of this government throughout
the course of this legislative session has been to
simply ignore what Manitobans have to say to it,

has been to ignore the pleas of ordinary citizens
with respect to the massive number of bills that
have been put before this legislature that have
infringed on the rights and the freedoms, and
have trampled the rights and freedoms of
ordinary people within the province of
Manitoba. This is a serious issue because never
in the history of this province, I do not believe,
have we seen this kind of infringement on
people's rights and freedoms by a government in
its first sitting in the Legislative Assembly.

So, Mr. Speaker, I think it causes us some
concern with respect to where this government is
going, the direction this government is taking,
and the tone that it is setting for this province.
This province has been blessed with some
fortune over the past 10 years because when we
took government, we had to take this province
out of an enormous debt. In partnership with the
good people of Manitoba who are strong, who
have an ability to build this province to be a
strong and viable province, we were able to dig
this province out of an enormous debt, lower the
taxes in this province, bring us back into line
with the rest of the provinces in Canada and then
surpass, as a matter of fact, our place, if you like,
in this country to where our economy was
probably the second strongest in Canada. That is
no small feat. I would never presume to take
credit for doing that as a government alone. We
had to work in partnership, in consultation, hand
in hand with the people of this province to be
able to accomplish that.

* (16:40)

Today we heard, in this House, the Premier
(Mr. Doer) of this province stand in his place
and try to take credit for the burgeoning
economy of our province. That simply is not
fair. The Premier and his government cannot
take any credit for the economy that we are
experiencing in this province. To date, I have not
seen this government in partnership with the
businesses of Manitoba start any specific
business in Manitoba since they have taken
office. They cannot take credit for seeing one
business move into this province where they
have been a partner in establishing that business
in the province of Manitoba. All they have been
doing to this point is riding on the coattails of
the economy that was started and was generated
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by the people of this province and the previous
government, Mr. Speaker.

So, when we look at Bill 42, once again it is
a very strong-headed approach that does not take
into account the ordinary people of the province
of Manitoba. This bill did not have its origin
with the people of the province. This was a
political agenda of this government.

Now, the Minister of Education and
Training (Mr. Caldwell) has said with reference
to Bill 12 that we politicized the issue. If you
want to talk about politicization, look at Bill 42,
because this is pure, raw politics. This bill does
more to take away from what has been built by
Manitobans than we can imagine, because it
simply takes away the accountability, the
responsibility that was imposed on people who
were in charge of the bargaining, conciliations
and arbitrations in the province of Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, this does not do anything for
the classroom teacher, for the ordinary teacher
who works day after day in the classroom,
because those few pennies that may be put into
that teacher's pockets are going to be taken away
by the higher taxes that are going to have to be
imposed on that teacher as a result of what
happens in the province as a whole.

There may have been problems with some
of the issues as they relate to Bill 72. There
would have been no furor had the Minister of
Education and Training (Mr. Caldwell) simply
taken a look at Bill 72 and said: I am going to
change some elements of Bill 72. That would
have been fine. But to repeal the entire bill and
to come in with a new bill that amends and takes
away almost all of the important aspects of Bill
72 is just not responsible. I think it is an
irresponsible action taken by this government
and by the Minister of Education and Training.

Bill 42 is going to do harm to the education
system as we have it in Manitoba today. True,
the Minister of Education and Training (Mr.
Caldwell) and his government have the good
fortune of some surplus income that is coming
into this province as a result of an economy that
is strong because of the work that was done
previously. So the Minister of Education and
Training is enjoying the fruits of the labour of

Manitobans and of the previous government, but
now he is going to squander it. I believe that is
wrong. | believe it is enormously wrong to
simply put that money in the pockets of a few
people and not allow the entire education system
to benefit by it.

Now, Mr. Speaker, trustees were concerned
about this legislation. They came before the
Committee. They wanted to make their case
known before the Committee. Why did this
minister and his committee members and this
government cut off debate? They cut off the
presentation. They invoked closure on the
trustees.

Now, the Member for Flin Flon (Mr.
Jennissen) says that is not true. It is true. Mr.
Speaker, the trustees were not allowed to finish
their presentation. Now, these are trustees who
represent the vast majority of taxpayers when it
comes to education taxpayers, the tax base in our
province. Now, this government could not afford
them an additional 10 minutes to complete their
presentation. I do not think it would have taken
10 minutes. It would have probably taken 5 or
less to have the trustees complete their
presentation.

We asked for leave, but the Minister said no.
The Committee said no. The Committee said no.
As a matter of fact, it was very evident when one
individual in that committee said cut them off.
Mr. Speaker, I think that is unfortunate. I think
that is a tragedy because Manitobans, the or-
dinary people of this province were cut off from
having their voices heard on this bill. I had no
difficulty if the Teachers' Society had not
finished their presentation. I would have given
leave for them to complete their presentation if
they would have required more time because it is
important for us to be attentive, for us to be good
representatives, and for us to be good stewards
of this Legislature and of the processes in this
Legislature to listen to Manitobans.

That is a theme that has been consistent with
this government since they took office, and I go
back to the issues on Bill 5. You will say why
are you talking about Bill 5 when we are
supposed to be talking about Bill 42? But it is a
thread that has gone through all of the bills, all
of the legislation that was introduced into this
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House this legislative session. In Bill 5, the
Minister had promised to hold public hearings.
He even went so far as to advertise the location,
the times of those public hearings prior to that
bill being introduced. That was the proper way
to do it. That was the way you consult with
Manitobans, but then someone got to that
minister, someone in Executive Council, some-
one on that side of the House said to the Minister
you will not do that. The Minister was forced to
cancel all of those public meetings and those
consultations that he should have rightfully held.

My question to that is: What is the
Government hiding? What agenda, what hidden
agenda are they on that will not allow them to
consult with Manitobans? We saw it again in
Bill 42. We saw it again in Bill 12. We saw it
again in Bill 44. Bill 42 gives some, 1 guess,
extra advantage to one small sector of our
society and that is the teachers. The teachers did
not have a disadvantage with Bill 72. All Bill 72
did was it said that every arbitrator has to
consider the ability of that school division to
meet that agreement that was going to be
imposed on that division and on those teachers.
It simply said that the arbitrator had to be
responsible in the award that that arbitrator was
giving. And there is nothing wrong with that,
because even with the funds that this province
has, to the Minister of Finance and the decisions
he has to make and the decisions the Govern-
ment has to make, the ability of taxpayers to pay
for the things that we want, for the things that we
need certainly has to be taken into account. We
do that in our own personal lives, day after day.
We have to consider our ability to afford some-
thing before we make that expenditure. I think it
is a responsible approach and one that should not
be taken away from arbitrators who make
decisions when it comes to collective agree-
ments. That is probably the single most offen-
sive part of this bill because it ties the hands of
school boards.

* (16:50)

Now, the Teachers' Society is all in favour
of this and understandably so. I do not blame the
teachers for being in support of this. They have
seen that they can take advantage of this govern-
ment, this Minister of Education, who is weak,
this government, which is weak, and they can
have their way with them.

It is easier to say yes than it is to say no. So
this minister has caved, this government has
caved to the wishes of one interest group, in this
particular case. They have said, yes, we will let
you have whatever it is you want. Why have
they done that? Well, again, it is political. It goes
back to the support that this government
received when it was running in the election
campaign. It is simply a payback. Let us call it
for what it is. Bill 42 is a payback. It is not a
responsible way for government to act.
[interjection]

Well, I just heard the Member for Interlake
(Mr. Nevakshonoff) say they are finally getting
something back. [interjection] No, no, no. The
Member for Interlake says the teachers are
finally getting something back. If that in fact is
the case, then what I have just stated has been
confirmed, that this is a payback bill, that this is
a payback to the teachers for their support in the
election campaign that brought this government
into office. It is the wrong thing to do. It is the
wrong thing to do because it is irresponsible.

Does that then say that the trustees have to
suffer because the trustees perhaps did not give
this government the kind of support that the
teachers did? So now the trustees and the tax-
payers must suffer. Who suffers? It is the
children of the province of Manitoba. The Mem-
ber for Interlake says it is time they got some-
thing back, it is time the teachers got something
back. At whose expense? At the expense of the
small children in this province, and I think he
has acknowledged that.

Mr. Speaker, that is what Bill 42 does. It
creates a hardship for the children of the
province of Manitoba, because trustees are not
going to be able to afford those elaborate awards
that are going to be given by arbitrators because
they no longer have to consider the ability to
pay. I think that is grossly irresponsible on the
part of this government. It is unfair. It creates an
imbalance in the whole negotiating field.

I negotiated for teachers at one time, and I
have negotiated for trustees. I have been on both
sides of the fence. Yes, we tried to extract every
advantage we could when we went in to
negotiations with trustees when 1 was a
negotiator for the teachers, and we did the same
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thing when I was a trustee. We tried to ensure
that we represented the people who had put us in
that place, and we represented them to the best
of our ability. But at least in those days there
was a level playing field. In those days, you
went before an arbitration board and you had a
chance to appoint one arbitrator. The other side
had a chance to appoint an arbitrator. The chair
of the arbitration panel was appointed by a
process that was agreed to by both sides. There
were a number of people that you could choose,
in the case of an arbitration chair.

Yes, our government changed that. Our
government changed it because, as time went on,
negotiations became skewed. Arbitrators started
making statements like a school board does not
have to consider the ability to pay because all
they have to do is increase taxes. To me, that
was somewhat of an irresponsible statement.
Members opposite can say, well, that did not
happen. All we have to do is check the records,
and indeed it did happen.

As a matter of fact, the arbitrator in the case
where that happened was one former minister of
Education, and indeed someone who should
have known better. But that then changed the
tone of the way arbitration awards were being
handled, because that set the precedent in
determining that indeed arbitrators no longer had
to consider ability to pay because all school
boards had to do was increase taxes.

What does that say to the taxpayers of our
province? It says that, indeed, we do not have to
worry about the taxpayer. All we have to do is
tell them that they have to pay more. Regardless
of whether they can afford it or not, they have to
pay more. That is irresponsible, Mr. Speaker.
You know that. I know that. Most Manitobans
know that. But, unfortunately, this government
does not know it. This government does not
know what this imposition is going to do to the
people of Manitoba. This government does not
know what hardship it is going to create in those
school divisions who cannot afford some of
those high increases in costs.

There are times when the economy is
buoyant and when school boards can be more
generous. Those school boards are interested in
the welfare of their children. So in good times

when they can afford it, you can rest assured that
they will be more generous. They will open up
the purse strings and allow for greater increases
in their teachers' salaries. But there are times
when you cannot afford it. So therefore, you
have to consider the ability to pay. Not every
school division can pay the same, Mr. Speaker.
Sometimes that is the flaw of the arbitration
system. Because the arbitrator forgets to take
into account that some school divisions do not
have the same ability to raise funds as other
school divisions do. So it puts school boards in a
position where they have to make some very
difficult decisions about what programs are
going to be cut, what schools are going to have
to be closed, what programs are not going to be
available, and what opportunities are not going
to be available to the children within that
division.

If we think we are talking about hypothetical
things, all we have to do is take a look at the
record and what has happened in some school
divisions where school divisions can barely offer
the bare minimum and the bare standards of
programming. I know the Minister has said:
Well, if they cannot afford to do that, they will
have to amalgamate. Well that is no solution.
True, maybe we have too many school divisions
in our province. The Minister seems to feel that
we do. But you know, Mr. Speaker, there is no
better control of costs than there is at the local
level, because people at the grass roots
understand what their capacity is. If the Minister
wants to enlarge the size of our school divisions,
he is going to have to be prepared to enter into
thatdebate with Manitobans.

Manitobans are not going to take this lying
down. They want efficiency, yes. But I do not
know any community, I do not know any school,
I do not know any community that is willing to
put the lock on the door of their school. Because
not only is it a school, it is the focus of that
community. It keeps the children in that
community. It keeps safety in that community. It
gives a purpose for that community to be alive.
We have seen that happen in many communities.

I will never forget where a school was
closed in a community next to my home town.
The community was alive. It was vibrant. They
had about 60 students in their school when the
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school was forced to close. The school board felt
they could extract some savings by closing that
school, and maybe they did. But, at what
expense to the community? At what expense to
the families within that community? That seems
to be the last consideration sometimes when we
make those decisions. The quality of education
in that school was good. The quality of
education was high. Those students did not do
more poorly when they went to a larger school.
It gave purpose to that community. It made it a
community, Mr. Speaker.

*(17:00)

So if the Minister of Education (Mr.
Caldwell), through this bill, is now going to
force school divisions to make some difficult
choices about what programs they are going to
have to cut, because only one part of that entire
system is going to be more richly reimbursed for
its efforts, the entire community is going to
suffer. | daresay that teachers are going to suffer,
because they are going to lose their jobs. There
are going to be larger classrooms. There are
going to be more students in those classrooms
and fewer programs. It follows, Mr. Speaker.

I am not one who should stand here today
and say that teachers should not be paid fair
value for the work that they do. I do not believe
that our teachers are overpaid. I believe our
teachers deserve to be paid fairly for the efforts
that they put into their profession. It is a tough
profession. Teaching is not an easy profession. I
admire every single individual who puts his or
her name forward to become a teacher and takes
that step into that profession. It is a noble
profession. It is one that does not receive the
respect it should have, and I am the first one to
say that. But it is also one that takes a lot of
energy and a lot of personal commitment to
make that teacher a master teacher. We have
many master teachers in this province.

We do not give teachers the resources that
they require sometimes to do their job. We
impose on them curriculum changes that are
very difficult for them to adapt to, and we do not
give them the resources to be able to adapt to
those curriculums quickly enough. That is a
reality of funding shortages, because we know
that as a small province with a small population

we still have to compete in the world environ-
ment and in the global economy. Therefore, it is
a little more difficult for us than it is perhaps in
larger jurisdictions.

Mr. Speaker, we have done, in my view, a
very respectable job in terms of the people who
have graduated out of our high schools, out of
our university and our college institutions. If you
take a look at some of the people who have
come out of the education system of this
province, we should be very, very proud of what
they have accomplished in their lives. So our
education system in this province has not been
one that we should be ashamed of. It is one that
we should be proud of. But we cannot destroy it,
we cannot destroy it at the elementary to high
school level by making conditions difficult for
trustees and difficult for the people who work in
the systems.

When it comes to Bill 42, I am disappointed
that the Government in its first session decided
to move so quickly and so hard on this issue. I
can see some amendments that could have been
made to Bill 72, and that would have been,
certainly, probably acceptable to us, but not the
complete repeal of that bill and then the
imposition of what we see in Bill 42.

So, Mr. Speaker, I think I have said my
piece with regard to Bill 42. I think it is clear
where | stand on Bill 42. It is clear where we
stand as a caucus. We have done what we can
with regard to Bill 42, and now I believe that the
Minister, 1t he has been listening to the pre-
senters that were before the House, if he has
been listening to anything that has been said in
this House, he would clearly stand in his place
and amend this legislation so that it is more
palatable to the people and to the children of the
province of Manitoba. Thank you very much.

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, I rise to put some comments on the
record concerning Bill 42, The Public Schools
Amendment and Consequential Amendments
Act. This bill addresses the mechanism for
settling collective bargaining disputes between
teachers and school boards. It amends The
Public Schools Act to bring teachers under a
collective bargaining process which includes
some aspects of The Labour Relations Act. In
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doing so, it prohibits strikes by teachers and
lockouts by school boards, while providing
instead a scheme of binding arbitration.
However, the result is to some extent a mangled
hybrid of the two acts, The Public Schools Act
and The Labour Relations Act, which both
school boards and teachers have indicated is
suboptimal.

It is worthwhile, I suggest, going back to
1956 under a Liberal government in Manitoba.
The changes introduced in 1956 remained in
place for 40 years, a testament to the remarkable
balance that was achieved under a Liberal
Government in 1956 when teachers were moved
from The Labour Relations Act to The Public
Schools Act. The Labour Relations Act
provisions were basically transferred intact to
The Public Schools Act except that there was
binding arbitration instead of the right to strike
by teachers and the right of school boards to lock
teachers out.

Since then, of course, much time has passed.
The Labour Relations Act has been very
considerably modernized, but The Public
Schools Act has remained in essence an historic
artifact, in many of its provisions a time capsule,
which captures the state of bargaining as it was
in the mid-'50s. Of course, it is time to move
forward, recognizing the modernization that has
occurred in The Labour Relations Act.

The situation for collective bargaining for
teachers and for school boards remained the
same from 1956 to 1996. However, with the
passage of time, the collective bargaining
situation was clearly, by the 1990s, deteriorating,
as indicated by submissions from several of the
presenters. As an example, the submission by the
Brandon School Division No. 40 indicated, and I
quote: The legislative amendments introduced in
1996 through Bill 72 sought to rectify the
deterioration that had become increasingly
evident in the collective bargaining process in
the concurrent shift in the balance of power in
favour of teachers.

Clearly it is inappropriate to move back to
the legislation as it was. We need, instead, to
move forward. However, I should note that Bill
72 implemented by the Conservative govern-
ment was a very flawed and one-sided bill. It

was viewed as draconian by teachers. It created a
situation with tremendous animosity on the part
of teachers and where, in a number of school
divisions, relations between teachers and school
boards are at an all-time low as illustrated by the
presentation by Doug Halmarson. The Conserva-
tives swung the pendulum far to the right. The
result was very unstable, and today, only four
years later, change is necessary and is being
implemented.

The new bill, however, swings the pendulum
too far to the left, as the presentation from
Winnipeg School Division No. 1 indicates: "Bill
42 goes farther than anticipated and will
substantially change collective bargaining be-
tween divisions and its teachers. Bill 42 and the
changes proposed to the legislation speak only to
the issues raised by the teachers. It does not
address issues and concerns of school boards."
That is a direct quote.

Indeed, the Bill should speak to the issues of
teachers, and it does, but the Bill should also
address issues or concerns of school boards and
it does not do so. It should. In a similar vein, the
presentation by the Interlake School Division
emphasized, "We now have, with Bill 42, swung
the pendulum from legislation that favoured
school boards to legislation which would appear
to favour teachers' interests. Is this action really
in the best interests of students?"

* (17:10)

School boards are vital and should have had
their issues addressed in the process of
developing Bill 42, as a presentation from the
Hanover School Division indicated: "A school
board exists to translate its communities' hopes
and aspirations for its young people into a sound
and sustainable educational system."

The Minister of Education would have done
well to listen better to school boards. The goal of
this legislation is, after all, optimizing the
conditions for student learning, a goal which
teachers, school boards, parents and govern-
ments share. There were clearly flaws in the way
that the NDP Government approached this
legislation. Many school boards complained of a
lack of consultation when they appeared before
the Committee. The Manitoba Association of
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School Superintendents pointed out that not only
were they not consulted, but in the Act itself the
commission charged with reviewing the issue of
class size and composition did not include
superintendents. They asked, and 1 quote: Why
are those persons charged with forming classes
with the most experience in forming classes and
with a balanced system-wide view on forming
classes omitted from the consultation lists?

Fortunately, in this area, the Government did
listen. The Government should be compli-
mented. Superintendents are now included.
However, there are aspects of this legislation
which could bear considerable improvement.

Liberals seek the best balance in collective
bargaining negotiations between teachers and
school boards. Liberals believe the interests of
students are best served when there is a balance
and when there is a good working relationship
between teachers and school boards. Liberals
believe the record of the 1956 agreement
obtained under a Liberal government was an
excellent example of balance that lasted for 40
years. At the same time, Liberals seek to move
forward not backwards. Liberals recognize that
over time The Labour Relations Act has been
very considerably modernized. It is not
appropriate to move backwards to what was.

By 1996, after 40 years, our Manitoba
society and our Labour Relations Act had
evolved beyond the stipulations of the 1956
legislation. The legislation dealing with teachers
and school board bargaining clearly needed
modemizing. Today, as we sit in the Legislature,
it is important to get the balance right. There are
several areas where school trustees from many
divisions expressed legitimate concerns. These
include, among other issues, those of
management rights, time lines for the collective
bargaining process, whether principals and vice-
principals are included with teachers or with
management, and the fairness of the process to
assess class size and composition.

As many school boards argued, there are
legitimate issues which they, school boards as
management and as elected officials, must have
a major say in responsibility in determining. As
an example, I listened with interest to the
presentation of Doug Edmond of the Manitoba

Association for School Superintendents. Evalua-
tion of staff is an integral part of the teaching
and learning process.

Most school boards in Manitoba have
developed, often with extensive teacher and
community input, an extensive research on
effective practice, policies and procedures to
govern this activity. Bill 42 would make teacher
evaluation methods an arbitrable item. School
boards under Bill 72 were required under
sections 129 and 131 of The Public Schools Act
to act fairly in relation to matters not referable to
arbitration. However, failure to act was subject
to "the grievance procedures outlined in the
collective agreement” and as such was ultimately
arbitrable in any case. The form and process of
teacher evaluation, however, was not arbitrable.

These points raised by Doug Edmond were
well taken. The Minister should have listened
better. Bill 42 includes principals and vice-
principals with teachers for the purposes of bar-
gaining. The matter indeed should be as would
happen if teachers were moved fully under The
Labour Relations Act, a matter referable to the
Labour Board for decision. There are principals
who feel they should have a separate bargaining
unit. There are many school trustees who see
principals as management and separate from
teachers. Rather than government arbitrarily
making this decision, it should have been left to
the Labour Board, as happens in other circum-
stances.

The present bill has a sunset clause such that
if there is no agreement on changes in relation to
including class composition and class size in the
binding arbitration, these items will be
automatically included in bargaining after two
and a half years. This is an unbalanced approach,
as many school trustees pointed out during the
committee hearings. The process indeed should
have been made fair without coming to a
conclusion as to what would happen ahead of
time.

It is very critical to have a fair process for
arbitration and to ensure that the process
happens fairly. Several school boards stress the
importance of an arbitrator who has a knowledge
of education issues and who is sensitive to local
concerns. Nothing that will provide for such an
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arbitrator or for these considerations in having
an arbitrator, which can be appointed, perhaps,
more arbitrarily under this act than might be
desirable. Smaller rural school divisions were
particularly concerned the precedents from
larger urban school divisions be imposed on
them without fully understanding the local
conditions.

Bill 42 is the Today's NDP solution for
teacher and trustee negotiations, but in many
respects it really is yesterday's move back to the
yesterdays of Howard Pawley. Indeed, we
should not be moving back, we should be
moving forward. We should have progress.
Instead of going halfway and producing mangled
hybrid legislation of The Public Schools Act and
The Labour Act, the Government should have
looked much more seriously at going all the way
to bring teachers fully under The Labour
Relations Act with binding arbitration instead of
strikes and lockouts.

The Manitoba Teachers' Association argued
that, instead of this mangled hybrid, which is
this legislation, we should move teachers fully
under The Labour Relations Act with the excep-
tion, of course, of not having strike-lockout and
having arbitration. Teachers who presented also
made this point. and I quote, for example,
Andrew Peters: I would still far rather have my
interests protected under The Labour Relations
Act than The Public Schools Act. I do not want
special treatment; rather, [ want the same treat-
ment as any other employee in the province.

The Manitoba Association of School
Trustees has also articulated their position, and I
quote: The most expedient and fairest way to do
this, that is, to give teachers the same rights as
other employees in the province, would be to
include teachers under The Labour Relations Act
with the sole exception that binding arbitration
rather than strike-lockout be the final dispute
resolution mechanism.

As the presentation from the Western School
Division indicates, and I quote: We could
support the notion of including teachers under
The Labour Relations Act, with the sole
exception that binding arbitration rather than
strike-lockout be the final dispute resolution
mechanism.

Let me go back to the presentation by
teachers during the hearings on Bill 44. Jan
Speelman, President of the Manitoba Teachers'
Society, made the point clearly: At our annual
general meetings in 1998 and 1999, teachers
from around the province voted overwhelmingly
in favour of moving teachers under The Labour
Relations Act.

*(17:20)

Every other employee group in the province
bargains under The Labour Relations Act. Why
should teachers be singled out? In fact several
school divisions at the Bill 42 committee
hearings stated that it was their preference that
teachers be included under The Labour Relations
Act. "Our members do not understand why
teachers are treated differently than doctors,
nurses, university professors, Crown attorneys,
or the police. While we are pleased with the
changes that Bill 42 will make to teachers'
bargaining rights, our goal is to be treated like
everyone else. We are not asking for special
treatment. We are asking for fair treatment just
like the unions who will be listening this
evening."

Clearly the Government, in bringing forward
this legislation, has failed both teachers and
school boards. It failed to take the time that it
should have to look, with both eyes, at bringing
in The Labour Relations Act applying to
teachers instead of this mangled hybrid, which is
unlikely to last for the 40 years that the Bill,
introduced in 1956, did. In fact, its life span is
likely to be much shorter, maybe only a few
years.

During the Committee hearing on Bill 42, |
specifically asked Minister Caldwell why he had
not moved forward to put teachers under the
modernized Labour Relations Act. The Minister
of Education provided only a poor excuse for not
pursuing this course vigorously. Clearly, the
Minister has rushed this legislation through, and
because it is rushed and unbalanced, it is, as
many have indicated, unlikely to stand the test of
time.

Many presenters have referred to the
problem of the lack of resources for schools in
the last 10 years. Clearly, this has contributed to
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a situation in which teachers have felt caught in
the middle between a provincial government
cutting back the proportional investment in
education in Manitoba and school boards
struggling to finance adequate education for
children. The result has been increasingly a
patchwork education system with different
opportunities and different conditions for
teachers in different school divisions. The trend
has been unfortunate, and to the extent that the
present government is committed to providing
more resources to schools, this should help, but
it should be noted that for many school divisions
the changes in the last budget were much less
than had been promised.

At the present time, Mr. Speaker, there are
several major changes occurring: a change in
school board boundaries that the Minister is
promoting; a change in the formula for funding
school divisions by the province; and, of course,
the changes to The Public School Act, Bill 42,
being considered today. It is an appropriate time
to move more slowly and to do a better job than
the Government and the Minister of Education is
doing. As the presentation from the Dauphin-
Ochre school trustees emphasized, and I quote:
"To be good managers, we must plan ahead. Bill
42, the changes to The Labour Relations Act, the
Minister's promised review of the funding
formula, and the announcements regarding
school division mergers have made planning
virtually impossible. The education of our stu-
dents is too important to jeopardize by moving
too quickly to meet a political agenda."

One of the issues that arose during the
course of this bill was the importance of
considering teachers as professionals. At one
point, Minister Caldwell indicated that the
consideration of having a college of educators
was one of the reasons why he did not move to
include teachers under The Labour Relations
Act, but when I questioned the Minister, it was
clear that this is a separate issue. A college of
educators has an important role in the develop-
ment of professional standards and ongoing
learning. It is not a bargaining agent. Liberals
support a college of educators, independent of
whatever changes are made to this bill, because
of the importance of recognizing teachers as
professionals, because of the importance of a
college to improving teacher morale and because

of the importance of the college to lifelong
learning of teachers.

Moving forward means considering that we
live in a world of rapidly changing technology.
In this world, teachers are less the leader up
front than the guide at the side. In this world,
students are knowledge builders, while teachers
provide the coaching so that students can learn
to be the knowledge builders. The old motto, I
teach; you listen, is going. It is time to reflect
upon the position of teachers and the impact of
these changes on the bargaining process by
teachers and school boards. We have a very
dynamic and changing educational environment.
We need to have stability. We need to have
partnerships. We need to have the ability for
people to work together so that they can embrace
change for the betterment of students.

One thing is clear: the very nature of the
classroom is changing. In quite a number of
schools now, instead of the traditional layout of
desks there are computers along one side or at
the back of the room. While some students learn
from teachers in a more traditional mode, others
in the same classroom learn on their own, using
computers, with only occasional assistance from
the teacher. In some classrooms it is students
from more advanced grades teaching those in the
lower grades on the computer. It is a time of
considerable change, and sometimes this change
can be very effective.

A number of years ago, I visited Sun Valley
School and saw the incredible new world, in a
sense, where Grades 5 and 6 students could pro-
duce a talking book and using computers help
Grade 1 and Grade 2 students to learn to read.
The process was, in fact, more effective in
helping the younger grade children learn to read,
and in part this was because the Grades 5 and 6
children were role models and in part this was
because the Grades 5 and 6 children, in pro-
ducing the talking book, were producing
something that came from their heart, from their
community that meant much more than
something that had been imported from some-
where else.

So the world of education is changing. We
need to be aware of that. We need to make sure
that we consider it so that we too can change. In
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a world where there is a lot of change, one of the
critical needs is for research in education to
understand and to advance the nature of what is
best practices in this new emerging world. We
can no longer proceed by guess and by golly.
We must be guided and helped, facilitated in our
efforts by research results, and this means not
just research imported from elsewhere. The most
effective research and innovation occurs when
teachers and students are involved in the process
of trying and testing and innovating and
advancing education themselves. The models for
doing this may vary.

In Saskatchewan, the provincial government
has provided funding for teacher-initiated
research efforts, an innovation that the present
government could look at. There may be new
partnerships among educators and students in
primary and secondary grades and those in post-
secondary education institutions, in business and
in government. There is room for new partner-
ships involving different schools in a school
division or in different school divisions and even
in different provinces. Over the years, [ have
seen too much that was innovative and advanced
introduced by teachers which has been lost
because there was not a province-wide effort to
learn from within. It is time to initiate such a
province-wide effort, with teachers and school
boards as partners together working for the
better education of our children.

The ability to pay is without question an
important criteria for citizens, for school boards
and even for teachers, and whether this is written
into the text, as in Bill 72, or is assumed to be
there, as the NDP suggest with Bill 42, it must
be considered. We all know that there are limited
financial resources. We must, day to day, grap-
ple with those limits. There is much fear among
school trustees and Manitoba citizens that Bill
42 will cause taxes to rise, as well as removing
the authority of local jurisdictions. This comes
from Birdtail River School Division's
presentation and many, many others. As a brief
from the Manitoba Association of School
Business Officials indicated, we must question
why the Government would introduce new
legislation that will have significant financial
implications for all school boards, which will
only exacerbate the current funding dilemma as
well as restrict each school board's ability to

manage their operations. There are real fiscal
financial realities which we must deal with. We
can do this better working together than pro-
viding a framework which might create real
problems.

* (17:30)

Manitobans recognize that part of the
difficulty with education in the last 10 years has
been that the provincial government has propor-
tionately decreased funding to school boards and
school boards themselves have had to raise
taxes. Manitobans recognize also that some of
the limits to provincial funding were related to a
need to balance the provincial budget, but
education nevertheless received less than its
proportional share as the previous Conservative
government focussed on other issues as its
priorities. That was the choice of the previous
Conservative government. They chose to invest
government dollars elsewhere, rather than
education. Clearly, Mr. Speaker, education
should receive a fair share of provincial funding.
It needs to receive a fair share and to the extent
that the NDP can improve the situation, they are
to be complimented.

At the same time, we need to work together
to explore ways to provide education at a lower
relative cost. There are big differences in per-
student cost from one school division to another.
The achievements of students in a division are
not necessarily proportional to the dollars spent.
School divisions need to learn from one another
where it is possible to be more cost effective.
Research into avenues for education, which
looks both at quality of education and cost
effectiveness, need to be explored. Education is
clearly one of the most important areas for
provincial government investment, but we must
here, as elsewhere, be conscious of cost, as well
as being conscious of quality.

For the future, it is important that Manitoba
children have a strong start and are ready for
school. Looking after children well is important.
A good education system for children assesses
not just short-term costs but long-term costs.
Sometimes, it is a matter of pay now or pay way
more later. We want the lowest life-cycle cost
not just the lowest short-term cost, and this is a
very fundamental and important consideration.
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In summary, Mr. Speaker, I am opposed to
Bill 42, just as I think Bill 72, the previous bill,
was bad and one-sided. So I believe that Bill 42
comes without achieving the balance and the
forward-thinking approach that the Manitoba
education system needs, believe that the Minister
could have done better. There are many positive
comments, many suggestions that were included.
He could have done better working with the
teachers and the school boards to have teachers
under The Labour Relations Act. He could have
done better in thinking about Manitoba's
education system in a forward-thinking way,
rather than a backward-moving way. So, in
opposing this bill, 1 speak out for a more
balanced and fairer approach, an approach that
will better serve our students, an approach that
will give better education to students throughout
Manitoba. Thank you.

House Business

Mr. Mackintosh: On House business, Mr.
Speaker. Is it the will of the House not to see the
clock until eight o'clock?

Mr. Speaker: Is it the will of the House not to
see the clock until 8 p.m.? [Agreed]

%* % %

Mr. David Faurschou (Portage la Prairie):
Mr. Speaker, once again, it is a privilege for me
to rise in the House and participate in debate on
Bill 42. I last rose in the House in discussion of
Bill 42 at second reading, and I was very much
involved in statements that related to my past
experience as a trustee. | want to say that at any
time throughout that debate it was not abun-
dantly clear that my statements were reflective
upon classroom teachers here in the province. I
regret that that may have happened, and my
apologies to any teachers that may have been
offended by my remarks. My remarks were to be
made in respect to the Manitoba Teachers'
Society. I have had on numerous occasions,
debate with elected representatives of the
Manitoba Teachers' Society.

House Business

Mr. Mackintosh: I am so sorry to interrupt the
Member, but better sooner than later. Just on the

matter of House business further, Mr. Speaker.
Is it the will of the House to allow the Commit-
tee of Supply meeting in Room 255 to continue
its work until 7 p.m. on the clock in the
Committee room?

Mr. Speaker: Is it the will of the House for the
Committee in Room 255 to continue their work
until 7 p.m.? [Agreed]

* % %

Mr. Faurschou: Mr. Speaker, continuing in
regard to the comments in the Chamber here
regarding Bill 42, on second reading. I did make
remarks that pertained to a former president of
the Manitoba Teachers' Saciety, Ms. Diane
Beresford, and consequently Ms. Beresford sent
a letter to my attention in regard to those
comments that were made in the Chamber. I
would like to respond to Ms. Beresford, apolo-
gizing if she feels that I embellished or over-
stated her remarks.

However, I would like to quote from an
article which she wrote in the Manitoba
Teachers' Society newsletter called The
Manitoba Teacher. 1 would like to quote from
her authored article: I came into this job on a
bargaining ticket. Further, she went on to say:
My parents met at a young Communist meeting
in England. So I came by my union and socialist
leanings honestly. For me, what began as
ideology has developed into a belief based on
experience. | am impatient with teachers who
say—before I go on to further quote Diane
Beresford, I would like to examine the word
"impatient" as defined by the Webster's
Dictionary. The Webster's Dictionary defines
impatient as "one who is not patient, one who is
reckless or short of temper, intolerant." I would
like to go to intolerant. Intolerant, by definition,
is: "unable or unwilling to endure, unwilling to
grant equal freedom of expression, unwilling to
grant or share social, political or professional
rights, bigot." May I then go to the definition of
bigot: "a person obstinately or intolerant, de-
voted to his or her own opinions and prejudices."

* (17:40)

With those definitions, Mr. Speaker, it
comes to the point of how we might understand
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better the former president of the Manitoba
Teachers' Society, speaking on behalf of the
Manitoba Teachers' Society, when she goes on
to say that she is, in fact, intolerant, impatient, of
teachers who say, oh, I am not really interested
in bargaining; I am interested in teaching
children, or I just want to close the door on my
classroom and teach, or professional issues are
what really interest me.

These are some of the comments that Diane
Beresford stated that she was not really
interested in, and she was very intolerant of
those individuals that were in fact interested in
those particular elements of teaching. Now,
Diane and I have had opportunity to debate
issues outside this House. She went on to state
that I, as the Member for Portage la Prairie, was
hiding behind the protection of the Legislature in
order to distort and mislead statements and that
it was unworthy as a member of the Manitoba
Legislature and that she considered that I should
apologize.

Well, Mr. Speaker, at this point in time, I
would like to apologize to Ms. Diane Beresford
for any misunderstandings that we may have had
or any statements that I may have placed upon
the official record of this Chamber that she feels
were perhaps misleading or misunderstood, and,
hopefully, Ms. Diane Beresford would take that
as an answer to her request by correspondence.

Now I would like to turn my attentions to
specifically Bill 42. We sat for many hours in
committee. In fact, more than 20 hours were
dedicated to the study of Bill 42, as well as other
legislation as pertaining to education, and that
included Bill 48 and Bill 12, but the majority of
the time was spent hearing from those persons
throughout the province as they made mention of
their concerns with Bill 42. I do not believe that
we received a presentation that was totally happy
with Bill 42. There were considerations that
perhaps Bill 42 had not addressed all of the
concerns of the Manitoba Teachers' Society or
teachers working throughout the province. Then
there were others that suggested that Bill 42 was
in fact going to cause significant grief in various
capacities.

I took with great interest numerous pre-
sentations throughout the evening made by

persons employed and engaged in the profession
of teaching. It was stated time and time again
that ones were not interested in any special
treatment, only fair treatment. Then, after that
particular statement was made, virtually every
presentation went on further to ask in fact for
special treatment in regard to how they as
individuals and they as members of the
Manitoba Teachers' Society were to be treated.
Some of those special situations were, under The
Labour Relations Act, those persons engaged in
the capacity of management are to be considered
just that, part of management, and not part of the
bargaining unit. It is clear by all of the presen-
tations that were made that there is significant
support for maintaining the management
component, i.e., principals and vice-principals
within the bargaining unit.

So already the statement that one wants not
special treatment only fair treatment is false and
misleading because that is special treatment and
something that gives me great distress. I would
like to go on further and cite other particular
presentations, however I know that my time is
specifically short here. However, before I leave
the Chamber, I do want to in fact look to the
profession of teaching here in the province and
to say, from my perspective, it is truly a time-
honoured tradition, and the teachers throughout
the province are very much committed to the
young people of Manitoba and the respon-
sibilities they shoulder each and every day, not
just engaged in that of sharing information but
most assuredly caring for the welfare of the
young people in their charge. So my hat is off to
the teaching profession and the teachers who
engage in that profession each and every day.

I would like to conclude, though, in regard
to my past life, if one might state that, in the
capacity of trustee for the Portage Ia Prairie
School Division, there were representations
made by members of the teaching profession in
Portage la Prairie, and I was very disappointed to
hear a statement and see it written in the presen-
tation that was made by Mr. Doug Halmarson: I
know I speak on behalf of all teachers in Portage
la Prairie when I say that relations between the
teachers and the Board are at an all-time low.

He is referring to the relationship between
the teachers employed in the Portage la Prairie
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School Division No. 24 and the Board of
Trustees. I am very disappointed and as well
would like to state that this is a situation that I
am afraid was brought about by arbitration situa-
tion here in the province and by the threat of
arbitration. It is something that I am afraid took
place in the Portage la Prairie School Division
after my leaving; I was elected to the Legislative
Chamber here. There was much said throughout
negotiations and when arbitration was applied
for certainly the situation changed and the Board
of Trustees felt that they were compelled to—and
I do not say that in a bad light. It was based upon
precedent that was set elsewhere in the province
by an arbitration settlement, but went ahead and
made for a settlement that included certain
clauses that, ultimately I am afraid to say, have
spawned further deterioration in relationships.

I stated in the debate that the noon hour
supervision clause had cost the Portage la Prairie
School Division upwards of a $140,000-plus. I
would like to clarify that. According to this
statement, it was only $105,000 recognized by
the local Manitoba Teachers' Society in Portage
la Prairie, which is up from the original
anticipated $50,000 to $80,000 that was
provided during negotiations which ultimately,
Mr. Speaker, leads to other parts of the budget
being changed in order to accommodate some-
thing that is in an overexpenditure position.

I also would like to say that I appreciated the
commentary of both individuals that presented
from Portage la Prairie. I know them both to be
extremely dedicated teachers and ones that take
their profession very seriously. They are truly a
credit to their profession. I am very, very pleased
to say that Ms. Pam Stinson and Mr. Doug
Halmarson are individuals that I have a great
deal of respect and admiration for.

* (17:50)

So, having said that, Mr. Speaker, I would
like to conclude my remarks. I would like to say
to all members of the Legislative Assembly that
I cannot support Bill 42 on the basis that I
believe there is no better way than to negotiate
settlements between the two parties and to
recognize the importance of the role that both
have to play in the education of our children. It
dismays me to see that the rules under which

those negotiations take place are perhaps viewed
by both parties as yet being not fair.

I challenge the Government to look at the
Bill and to try and find that neutral ground which
both parties are looking to have provided so that
morale and relationships can indeed improve
between not only the local school division with
which | am familiar but with all school divisions
and school districts throughout the province,
because it is a very, very important charge that
we have because our children are our future, the
future of this province. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Is the House ready for the ques-
tion?

Some Honourable Members: Question.

Mr. Speaker: The question before the House is
third reading on the motion moved by the
Honourable Govermment House Leader (Mr.
Mackintosh), seconded by the Honourable
Minister of Education and Training (Mr.
Caldwell), that Bill 42, The Public Schools
Amendment and Consequential Amendments
Act, be now read a third time and passed.

Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some Honourable Members: Yes.
Mr. Speaker: Agreed?

An Honourable Member: No.
Voice Vote

Mr. Speaker: All those in favour, please say
yea.

Some Honourable Members: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: All those opposed, say nay.
Some Honourable Members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In may opinion, the Yeas have it.

An Honourable Member: On division, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: On division.
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Bill 6-The Water Resources Conservation
and Protection and Consequential
Amendments Act

Hon. Jean Friesen (Minister of Intergovern-
mental Affairs): Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded
by the Minister of Industry, Trade and Mines
(Ms. Mihychuk), that Bill 6, The Water
Resources Conservation and Protection and
Consequential Amendments Act (Loi sur la
conservation et la protection des ressources
hydriques et modifications corrélatives), be now
read a third time and passed.

Motion presented.

Mr. Larry Maguire (Arthur-Virden): Mr.
Speaker, I just want to rise in the House to put a
few words in regard to Bill 6, The Water
Resources Conservation and Protection and
Consequential Amendments Act. It is quite a
mouthful for what is involved in a bill like this.
This bill I rather doubt is necessary in the scope
of the situation we are facing in Manitoba. This
bill was basically put in place by the Govern-
ment in response to some of the same lobbyists
that brought them forward in their wisdom to put
forward Bill S and a number of other bills. Of
course, everyone in Manitoba wants to make
sure that we protect our water and that we have
an extremely valuable resource there. It is an
extremely valuable resource that we must take
every precaution to make sure that we have
maintained as a valuable resource and keep in
large quantities in the future.

But Manitoba's problem, most of the time, is
not too little water. It is how to manage the water
we have, and we need to make sure that we
continue to do that. This bill came out of the
Government, as | said, because of pressures that
they got from sources within the province of
Manitoba that I do not think really was very well
thought out on behalf of the Government. This
bill is not needed. It is one of those sky is falling
bills, if you will, that we have seen the
Government come forward with a number of
times during this Legislative Assembly. It would
augur, for the Government members, very well if
they would take a serious look at the value of
this product and, as my honourable colleague
from Lakeside indicated in his opening
comments to this bill during second reading,

they need to take a look at the water as a
resource and as a valuable commodity that we
have in this province.

They are saying: Well, we are putting this in
place in case we ever end up with a situation
where we do not have enough water for our own
needs in the province of Manitoba and then we
will definitely be able to store it up and have
enough to be able to get us through those periods
of time.

Mr. Speaker, this province needs a water
management plan that will develop water for the
needs of many of the industries and many of the
resources that we can use it as a complementary
means, a complementary mechanism to develop
much more opportunity in this province. Of
course, that is not what this bill is about. It is
about the export of bulk water, and I think we
need to make sure that we know that this is not
to do with the Devil's Lake situation of water in
that area. We are looking at the movement which
looks at the movement of water throughout the
Hudson Bay basin, which, of course, Devil's
Lake is a part of, we are very well aware of this,
but this bill has exemptions in it that allows us to
export bulk water out of Manitoba during times
of disaster. Our neighbours being struck by
disaster, whether it is the neighbouring states in
the U.S., it certainly allows us to continue to
move bulk water exports out of some of the
companies that are bottling water in Manitoba
today up to certain volumes.

There are a number of exemptions that have
been put in place in this bill that if the Govern-
ment was very, very serious about maintaining
complete dropping of exports of bulk water then
they would have done so in the Bill. It is no
surprise that this bill has come forward. It is just
another one of those, as I said, sky is falling bills
that leave the public to have some mistrust of
this government, as they have seen in Bill 44, of
course, where the Premier promised during the
election campaign that there would be no
changes to the Labour Relations Board coming
out of there and of course now we have seen Bill
44 go through committee last night, and we will
look forward to the debate on that as well in
third reading.

There is various skepticism from the farmers
out there today because of the lip service that
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was given to supporting them in the rural areas
this past year, particularly in the region that I
come from on the west side of the province. Of
course, we did not see any support from this
government in regard to that disaster aid, at
least, that came out of that area that was not
generally available to everybody else in the
province in regard to agriculture, which, as I
said, was needed many times.

They have seen the Budget where they said,
well, we are going to cut taxes but they came in
and made them the highest taxed province. It is a
situation where it is just a bill that is just
extremely not needed in regard to the process
here in the province of Manitoba. I think it is one
that we need to take a look at and a much more
well-thought-out plan is needed before we were
to pass a bill like this, in my mind, Mr. Speaker.

I think that my colleagues have indicated to
you in their comments earlier in the session in
second reading and in other discussions in
committee on this bill that we need to seriously
look at a sound plan, a sound working plan to
deal with Bill 6, the bulk exports of water in this
province. You know, this bill just does not cut it.
It just does not do it. It is no surprise, as I have
said earlier, that the Government has brought it
in. It is just one of those sectors of the legislation
that this government has brought in during this
session that we believe could have been much
more well-thought-out before it was brought
forward and tabled in the first place. This came
out, of course, of the conference in Banff that the
new Minister of Conservation (Mr. Lathlin), at
that time the Member for The Pas, went to in
looking at the national debate on this issue.

* (18:00)

There have been, of course, bulk export bills
coming forward from the federal government to
deal with the Great Lakes situation and some of
the anti-tanker movement of water that was
proposed for that area of region, I guess, to be
shipped to other areas of the world. My
colleagues have mentioned the river sources that
we have in Manitoba as far as what happens to
that water when it enters Hudson Bay and it ends
up mixing with the salt water that we have in the
North, and once it enters the ocean, the complete
loss of an accountability of being able to utilize

that water for any source that we may have here.
I guess there could always be the fear that we
could drain the ocean by turning all that water
around and running it back south, but I do not
think that is going to happen, Mr. Speaker.

[ am very serious about the situation. I have
had the opportunity to travel through some of the
central prairie region, never mind the central
U.S. region, and we are dealing with North
American markets. We are dealing in a global
marketplace today. We are interdependent, if
you will, in regard to many of the issues that are
facing us. While we have to make sure that we
keep our identify and look at our independence
here in Canada, we need to make sure that we
are also not just giving lip-service but also co-
operating with many of our neighbours, as we
would with our neighbours in our homes. We
need to deal with other neighbouring provinces
and perhaps neighbouring states as well because,
in many cases, we have more in common with
them than they do with perhaps some of their
own, more geographic ties, at least basically,
Minnesota, North Dakota, Montana, well,
Minnesota and North Dakota are neighbouring
Manitoba, than maybe some of their own states
in the United States have in other jurisdictions.

So, Mr. Speaker, with that, I am proposing
that this bill, having said that it was not required,
and I believe that we will not be supporting this
bill at this time in regard to the efforts that the
Minister has done, because I just feel that this
bill was not put together and well thought out
enough in regard to being able to look at the
export of bulk water. There could have been
many more definitions and exemptions, oppor-
tunities raised whereby this could be utilized as a
source, not just a source of revenue but a source
of growth for our province. I think it would be a
scare tactic to say that we are not going to have
enough water in Manitoba.

But water is a very serious issue at this time
with the contamination that we have seen in
some jurisdictions and the disease that has been
caused in some sources, particularly from E.
coli, and so therefore I want to make it very clear
that we need to protect water. We need to
manage it well. We need to make sure that it
does not become contaminated. We have an
opportunity in this province as we grow, not just
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in the agricultural industry but in our industrial
efforts as well, to make sure that we manage that
water for the good of this province, for the long-
term goals that we need in this province, so that
the Minister of Trade, whoever that might be,
the ministers of development, Intergovernmental
Affairs and Agriculture, so that the whole
government of Manitoba can gain in many areas
of being able to manage this product so that we
can have a sound future in the province and not
have to worry about the gathering and the
development of water for our future.

That could, if we look at the value of water
in other areas, in other jurisdictions, given the
kinds of flow that we have the ability to not
control but manage in the province of Manitoba,
become a very valuable resource, dare I say, not
unlike that of oil. It might have as much
importance to Manitoba as oil does to Alberta.
Therefore, I think that it is imperative that the
Government relook at this whole bill and
continue to renegotiate with the federal govern-
ment where we are at in this time.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I am going to leave
the discussion on Bill 6 to some of my other
colleagues. Thank you.

Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): Mr. Speaker,
I want to put some words on the record
regarding Bill 6, some more words, as I already
spoke to it on second reading, but I think it is
important to reinforce those comments based on
what we have seen from this government.

Bill 6 is another firm indication of exactly
who is driving the bus here, and obviously it is
union leaders. This bill is another case where the
union leaders have given their marching orders
to the NDP Government, and the NDP Govern-
ment has taken them and followed them exactly
as they said. As my colleague before me
mentioned, there is no real reason for this bill.

We have a very valuable resource in the
province of Manitoba, our water. Certainly we
want to see it preserved and utilized. It is one of
our greatest assets, and we would all agree with
that. That is why we do need a master plan, a
long-term plan with regard to our water, but one
that looks to opportunities, not just maintains the
status quo, because it is a natural resource and a

renewable resource. There will be opportunities
in the future and demands placed on that water,
and we need to have a plan in place to do it. Our
plan should be more than just a simple reaction
to a call for action by Paul Moist. That is really
what this bill is all about.

I mentioned before, on November - 16,
shortly after being elected, I received a letter
from Mr. Moist, and to quote from that letter, on
behalf of the Canadian Union of Public Em-
ployees in Manitoba, quote: CUPE has launched
a major campaign to keep Canada's water system
public.

Nobody in this House, some people may
have an argument with that, but this is not about
anything other than union jobs. Mr. Moist, and
we understand his job is to make sure that his
union grows and he has more influence over
more people. That is his job. His job is to expand
his union. That is his goal. As he states clearly in
the literature, this is based on a motion that was
adopted by CUPE, as he states, at their national
convention that they held in Montreal some time
in the fall of 1999. I quote from the literature, he
is instructing the Government to pass legislation
banning the bulk removal and export of water.
So he has asked, they have followed through,
and that is what they have done.

He is also asking in here, oppose the bulk
export of water, and that is what this government
is doing. I think, when you look through the
literature, certainly he has framed some of it in a
positive perspective. What he is saying is that
water may become the oil of the next millen-
nium, and he may be right. There are going to be
lots of opportunities open up in the next
millennium. Certainly our great water resource
may be one of those economic opportunities we
have.

We do not know at this time whether that is
going to be better served by public ownership or
by private ownership, and we will have time to
work that out. There is no reason to jump to this
bill, pardon the pun, to jump to the pump on the
water bill, but that is what this government has
done. They have done so without a lot of
thought, without a lot of understanding about
what really goes on.
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Mr. Speaker, my father farms near Tolstoi,
near Gardenton, Manitoba, just outside of
Gardenton, Manitoba, which is near the U.S.
border. Oftentimes we have people from North
Dakota coming across the border into Gardenton
to draw water to take back to use in the industry
of farming in the northern states. That has
happened freely, and that has gone on for a long
time, because the water is there and the water is
needed. So, out of courtesy, we have let people
come across the border and fill their tanks with
water. According to this legislation, that is going
to be prevented. I do not know why. Why would
we ask a farmer, a friendly neighbour who has
farmed in North Dakota, probably held a family
farm for years and years and years, why, all of a
sudden, are we demanding that they stop this
practice of coming and using our water? It is not
posing any threat to us. There is not a water
shortage in the area. There is lots of water.
Simply what we have been doing is the
neighbourly thing to do for years and years and
years, and that is allow our neighbours to come
and use water which has been available.

*(18:10)

That is not the only case. I have a dear aunt
in her 90s who lives in Neche just across the
border. For years and years there has been a
pipeline, a water line, that has run from Neche
through to Altona. I might mention there is also
a dear aunt, who as a result of Bill 4, if she so
chose to send me a small token, and I will
mention in the House that every once in a while
at Christmastime, I get a lovely card from this
dear old lady with a couple of U.S. dollars in it.
It is one of those family traditions that has gone
on and on for years and years, since I was a little
kid. She also happens to be the last living
relative of my grandfather on my father's side, so
it is a very, very dear relationship. She was
certainly supportive of me in the last election.
She might have wanted to send a couple of
bucks along to help me out. Of course, now she
cannot.

The irony here is that for years and years
and years when they did not have a water system
in Altona, our good neighbours to the south in
Neche gave us water. They allowed water to
flow from Neche into Altona so the citizens of
Altona would have a good water supply. A

friendly, neighbourly thing to do between
neighbours, not only neighbouring countries
who have a good relationship, but more dear to
that, neighbours who basically live side by side
regardless of where the border is.

Circumstances have changed, and now what
we have is the good people in Altona pipe water
the other way. They supply the town of Neche
with their drinking water, with their washing
water, through the same pipeline that they took
advantage of for years and years because they
wanted the water to flow the other way, because
they needed it.

What is this bill saying? This bill is saying:
Well, sorry, we cannot do that anymore. The
Muncipality of Altona cannot, according to this
act, do the neighbourly thing, do the right thing.
The thing that any of us would do just as a
matter of courtesy to a friendly neighbour, I
hope, would be to say look, we have lots of
water. We have more than is needed to meet our
needs. You need some water in your area. We
have an excess. Access ours.

Who would argue with that? I do not think,
anybody, except maybe the curmudgeons on the
other side of the House who have now decided
to enact a bill that is going to cause trouble for
this and, in fact, who knows what their
intentions are? They might even shut down the
flow of water from Altona to the good citizens of
Neche. I cannot imagine what duress that might
put on the citizens of Neche, but I certainly
would not want, I mean my aunt is over 90. |
would not want her to have to worry about
whether she might have to relocate because she
does not have proper water facilities. So I hope
the Government will actually do some research
into this issue before this legislation is brought
into effect. I note here, it comes into effect the
day that it receives royal assent, so hopefully
before this bill receives royal assent, we will
have at least had the courtesy to accommodate
our good neighbours and our good friends in the
wonderful community of Neche.

Again, it just goes to show what can happen
in a legislative forum such as this when we have
others outside to us who have supported what is
now the governing party for years and years, and
they come back for a payoff, even a small payoff
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like this. I mean who would have thought that
passing a bill that could be wrapped in mother-
hood that opposes the bulk export of water, who
would have thought that that would cause any
controversy in this House. Obviously the
Government did not think, because they did not
even do the research to think about what it was
going to do. All they did was say, well, Mr.
Moist, thanks for your support over the years.
You have got a battle here you want to fight.
You want to protect union jobs. You want to
build your empire. Sure, we will do it for you.

I am sure instructions went to the drafters of
this legislation to get a bill ready that can be
presented to the House and, based on the
instruetions that were received from Mr. Moist,
would give him the opportunity to go back to his
national organization and say, look, I, Paul
Moist, was successful. I talked my government
into passing legislation against the bulk export of
water. Certainly I can appreciate why Mr. Moist
would want that. I fail to appreciate why this
government, without doing the proper research,
would simply kowtow to him, but that is
apparently what they want to do, as they have
done in The Election Finances Act; as they have
done with Bill 44, The Labour Relations Act; as
they have done with Bill 42, The Public Schools
Amendment Act, in their rush to appease Ms.
Speelman and as they have done with their
policy on nursing education with the head of the
nurses' union, all who have given large support
to this government both financially and morally.

The point being that we should not be in a
situation where, as a government, they are just
succumbing to every demand that comes their
way from the union leaders. There is no need for
this bill. There are regulations that already cover
this. We have spoken about this before. This bill
does nothing positive, should not be allowed to
pass. It can only cause situations, probably
unintended situations, but situations that may
end up pitting neighbour against neighbour who
have been friends and co-operated for years and
years, probably back to the 1800s. All of a
sudden, in a heavy-handed way, this government
is coming along and saying: Well, you cannot
help your neighbour anymore, which by the way
just seems to go pretty contrary to what we have
heard from the First Minister (Mr. Doer) with
regard to Bill 44 and the Oblate Brothers and

their presentation. They seem to want to be on
all sides, but certainly they must realize that
respecting and being friendly to their neighbours
is paramount.

So, Mr. Speaker, I wanted to put on the
record my objections to this bill. I hope the
Government will follow up on the issues I have
raised. I am sure there are others around the bor-
der. It also seems a little ironic that, when over
half the population of this province depends on
their drinking water supply from outside of this
province, we have a government that is in a big
rush to place restrictions on the bulk export of
water. Maybe Ontario will do that next week,
and we will have to find another source for our
drinking water. I do not know. I certainly hope
that the government in Ontario does not bend to
the requests they will be getting from the unions
in Ontario to pass a bill banning the bulk export
of water.

I am opposed to this bill. It should not pass.
It should be withdrawn. The Government should
do the right thing and let the neighbourly
citizens of Manitoba, North Dakota, Ontario, just
work it out amongst themselves. Thank you.

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, I rise just to put a few words on the
record. I believe that there are some significant
flaws in this bill as written, some of which have
been pointed out already.

On the other hand, I think that the principle
of having legislation which prohibits the bulk
export of water is a reasonable one, and on this
occasion I will support this bill. I believe that the
circumstances of the implementation of this bill,
when the NDP in fact implement the Bill, that I
would suggest that due care and consideration is
given to some of the concerns about cutting off
our friends arbitrarily, about emergency supplies
potentially, here and there.

* (18:20)

I think that the Government should proceed
carefully, in a friendly fashion. At the same time,
I think this is a general, reasonable framework of
a bill, in particular given the North American
Free Trade Agreement. What it does is clearly
indicate that water is not a commodity in the
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traditional kind of sense of other commodities. It
is something that we in Canada believe is very
important. It is the lifeblood in a sense and
something that we treasure and we need to take
care of well.

It is in this framework that we need to be
very careful about water supplies, about pollu-
tion, about making sure that we have clean
waters, that our lakes stay in good condition, and
although 1 think this bill does have some
significant flaws as it is put together, the frame-
work is a reasonable one, and on this occasion I
will support the Government.

Mr. David Faurschou (Portage la Prairie): It
is a privilege for me to rise this afternoon and
help in the debate of Bill 6, which has been
before us since early December. The Bill, as it is
named, The Water Resources Conservation and
Protection and Consequential Amendments Act,
indeed is a mouthful, and one would like to
understand the Bill and the purpose thereof
before passage.

The questions that I have been asking have
yet to be answered. The Bill, as in the preamble
states: "WHEREAS the conservation and protec-
tion of Manitoba's water resources, and of the
ecosystems associated with and reliant upon
those water resources, are essential for long-term
environmental, economic and social well-being
of Manitoba."

No one can disagree with the intent of the
Bill. The Bill is one that is not necessary. There
is already more than adequate legislation passed
previously by this Legislative Assembly that
protects the water resources here within the
province of Manitoba. This bill goes further to
limit the export of water to certain criteria, and I
believe that already the Minister has within his
legislative power on Executive Council to
license any waters that may be exported out of
this province.

It was interesting to see that when similar
legislation was in Ontario, that Ontario made a
special provision for Manitoba in regard to the
Shoal Lake aqueduct that provides water for the
city of Winnipeg and has done since 1919,
because the aqueduct was constructed for the
city of Winnipeg on the basis that the technology

at the turn of the century did not provide for the
purification of waters from either the Assini-
boine or the Red River.

In fact, at the turn of the century, 1903-
1904, the city of Winnipeg was devastated by
Red River fever, which was spawned by micro-
organisms that were in the drinking water
coming from those two rivers. So, ultimately, the
City of Winnipeg looked for a clean, pure source
of water for the city's expansion in the years to
come. That provision was made to recognize
Manitoba by Ontario.

There are no provisions here to recognize
our neighbours to the south, North Dakota, or
our neighbours to the west, Saskatchewan, at the
present time. My honourable colleague from
Fort Whyte already cited a particular situation
that exists in the province today between the
town of Altona and the town of Neche. So I
believe that we have negotiated, recognized
needs, and fulfilled those needs very adequately
over the years without legislation that we have
here before us.

I would like to draw attention to an editorial
that appeared in The Globe and Mail on March
13 of this year. It was authored by Peter Pearse,
who is a Vancouver consultant on natural
resource issues and a former professor of
economics and forestry at the University of
British Columbia. He also chaired a public
inquiry on federal water policy in the 1980s. Mr.
Pearse's observation is that we here in Canada
use more water per person than any other
country in the world with the exception of the
United States. He also goes on to further observe
that we in Canada have had more than our share
of big engineering works. We have dammed and
diverted more water than any other country in
the world. He goes on to say that we have
dammed or diverted more water, almost twice as
much as the next two leading countries, that
being the United States and Russia. I think one
can appreciate that a great deal of the land now
farmed here in our province has in fact been
made available to agricultural production
because of the ditching and management of
water.

So we in Canada could be looked upon
perhaps as the world's authority in water
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management. Most certainly there are provinces
that have done more to further this than others.
However, what Mr. Pearse goes on to say is that
we need to control diversions of water from one
watershed to another, whether they involve
exports or not. I think that is the primary issue
which this legislation really does not address.
This legislation is in place solely because the
federal counterparts of the New Democratic
Party have been very vocal in their statements
that we own the water here in our country, and
we are not prepared to share that ownership or
that resource with anyone, notwithstanding, of
course, the minor exceptions that have been
listed in this particular legislation.

In any event, Mr. Pearse says, "A nation-
wide prohibition on exports is unnecessary.
Provincial governments are responsible for
licensing water use in Canada and all of them
already have procedures for reviewing
applications to ensure that they do not present
environmental conflicts." He is recognizing that
Manitoba already has adequate legislation in
place in which to provide for the conservation
and protection of Manitoba's waterways.

Now this brings me to the point which I
stressed to this Legislative Assembly on second
reading of this bill. This bill is designed to
conserve and protect Manitoba's water resources.
Well, ladies and gentlemen, honourable col-
leagues of the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba, the Nelson River system and the
Churchill River system are now naturally ex-
porting water out of our jurisdiction. It is
flowing into the Hudson Bay, part of the Atlantic
Ocean. The freshwater that is conveyed to the
Hudson Bay immediately—well, perhaps I
embellish-but almost immediately becomes
tainted by the saltwaters of the Hudson Bay.

There was a great deal of study done, funded
by the Manitoba Hydro, to study the estuary
along the shores of the Hudson Bay. They found
that that estuary at Churchill, for example, was
in fact very, very minor. Because of the tidal
action being so significant, the freshwater-
saltwater mix, truly the estuary as it pertains to
the domestic freshwater from the Churchill
River is in fact very, very minor. There was
construction taking place over the past year or
more . which effectively put in place a weir,

which provides a man-made barrier between the
freshwater flowing down the Churchill River
and the saltwaters of the Hudson Bay, so that the
water behind the weir can be drawn upon for the
use of the town of Churchill. It does, indeed,
provide a significant source of water, of very
pure water, water which the town of Churchill is
very proud to say is of tremendous quality.

* (18:30)

So, Mr. Speaker, this particular situation
which I describe is covered under this act. One
cannot make use of the waters which are flowing
out of the mouths of the Nelson and Churchill
Rivers. That particular situation is a natural
export of water, which no piece of legislation
that we pass here in the Legislative Assembly
will ever change. There are vast, vast quantities
of water. | want to make mention, once again,
that there was considerable media attention to
Nova group's application and acknowledgement
of that application with a permit by the province
of Ontario government. Because of the media
attention and the outflow of many comments that
were not in support of the permit being issued,
the permit was subsequently cancelled.

I do want to stress, once again, the mag-
nitude of that permit of exporting water by
tanker from Lake Superior would have been
satisfied by a mere 31 seconds of average flow
of the Churchill River, 31 seconds. It is a minor,
minor amount of water. This permit caused a
nationwide attempt by the federal government to
get on record a national accord provided for by
each and every province with companion legis-
lation, which we have before us today.

So I think this is an overreaction, a knee-jerk
reaction. One that is totally unnecessary to have
us pass in the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba
and put onto the legislative laws of this land.

I am very, very disappointed that I am
having to once again rise on this bill and to make
remarks that are in opposition to the Bill,
because I truly believe that members are being
asked to vote on something that takes a great
deal of time to study and fully understand what
in fact Bill 6 means.

I want to say in closing, Mr. Speaker, that
the natural resource which we have here in
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Manitoba is abundant as it relates to water. It is
something that we are very blessed with, that
many, many areas of this globe which we inhabit
do not. I do not believe that this legislation
serves us in the greater global community. We
need to look at what we have in this province
and be prepared to share, and yes, I will be so
bold as to say perhaps profit for and provide for
further services to Manitobans: an improved
health care system, an improved educational
system, improved quality of life for those
persons impoverished within our province.

This natural resource right now is flowing
away from us. It is untapped. It is a spent
resource, naturally spent and being lost to us.
This legislation does not let us make use of that
natural resource, and I am very, very disap-
pointed that we are being asked to pass this
legislation. I will leave my remarks at that
because I believe some time in the future, if this
bill is passed, we will have sobering second
thoughts. We will more fully understand our
resources and our place in this global community
with our abundance of natural water.

I would like and hope to see that this clarity
of thought and second sobering thoughts come
sooner than later. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Is the House ready for the ques-
tion?

Some Honourable Members: Question.

Mr. Speaker: The question before the House is
third reading of the motion moved by the
Honourable Minister of Intergovernmental
Affairss (Ms. Friesen), seconded by the
Honourable Minister of Industry, Trade and
Mines (Ms. Mihychuk), that Bill 6, The Water
Resources Conservation and Protection and
Consequential Amendments Act (Loi sur la
conservation et la protection des ressources
hydriques et modifications corrélatives), be now
read a third time and passed.

Agreed?
Some Honourable Members: Agreed.

Some Honourable Members: No.

Voice Vote

Mr. Speaker: All those in favour of the motion,
say yea.

Some Honourable Members: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: All those opposed to the motion,
say nay.

Some Honourable Members: Nay.
Mr. Speaker: In my opinion, the Yeas have it.

An Honourable Member: On division.

Mr. Speaker: On division.
Bill 15-The Water Rights Amendment Act

Hon. Jean Friesen (Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs): | move, seconded by
the Minister of Agriculture (Ms. Wowchuk), that
Bill 15, The Water Rights Amendment Act; Loi
modifiant la Loi sur les droits d'utilisation de
I'eau, be now read a third time and passed.

Motion presented.

Mr. Larry Maguire (Arthur-Virden): Mr.
Speaker, it is an opportunity for me to rise today
to speak to Bill 15, The Water Rights Amend-
ment Act. This bill is another reactionary kind of
a bill that if passed in its present form is going to
inhibit the individual rights of perhaps
agricultural producers, farmers, to be able to
manage an asset that they have purchased them-
selves and put their own investment into. It is
going to create difficulties in some areas for
farmers to be able to provide an opportunity for
them to maximize the returns on their operations
because of the restrictions that this bill will place
on it.

There is no doubt, Mr. Speaker, that we
need to have a sound water management plan, as
I have mentioned in the discussions earlier this
afternoon and this evening, for the province of
Manitoba. That should have been part of what
the Government has come forth with as opposed
to saying: Well, we are going to take away the
rights of the individual here, from the
municipality. We are just going to claw back
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those powers here as a province without a plan
in place to provide the kinds of overall manage-
ment scheme and plan that is needed for the
province of Manitoba, whether it is in the area of
irrigation, or whether it is in the area of drainage,
or whether it is in the area of building dams for
management processes, or whether it is even
looking at the long-term viability of the aquifers
that we presently have in the province of
Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, this bill came about as a
reaction of the Government to a court decision
that overturned a ruling that had allowed
municipalities to be in charge of drainage, an
individual case that took place near the com-
munity of Beissevain in southwest Manitoba.
The members involved were not constituents of
mine. But I have been in discussions with many
of them, with this family in regard to what they
were planning on doing in regard to managing
their own water management on their own
operation. Of course I have also been in
discussion with some of the people who would
have been impacted downstream from this kind
of a process. Everyone's view has to be taken
into consideration in these kinds of bills that are
put forward, and when these kinds of plans are
being made.

* (18:40)

I have had some personal experience being
involved in dealing with these kinds of manage-
ment structures in regard to water in a local area
with other farmers. It can have a very lasting,
satisfactory opportunity for the people involved
in that area to know that they can manage their
own affairs and manage their own abilities
without government intervention, or at least with
the least amount of it. Having the opportunity for
municipalities to work together would have
provided a sound opportunity. 1 know the
Government is trying to say: Well, we are going
to take back these powers so that municipalities
do not have to make agreements between each
other, or at least limit them. There is no doubt
that municipalities are still going to have to get
together before any flows of water in regard to
drainage, at least, can occur from one
jurisdiction to another.

In my speaking to this bill in second
reading, 1 looked at The Water Rights Act as

opposed to The Water Resources Administration
Act. There is some doubt as to whether or not
this bill was even required, similar to Bill 6. It
was a reaction from a certain lobby group that
this government put in place. This is a reaction
to a court case that overturned a ruling that the
municipalities would take jurisdiction over the
drainage of water in the province of Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, as I have said, it would have
been a much better plan to have put one in place
that required or provided opportunities for
municipalities to come together in conservation
districts and ultimately, = into watershed
management districts. Of course, this has been
the plan of the rural municipalities of Manitoba.
AMM, the Association of Manitoba Muni-
cipalities is very much encouraged by bringing a
plan together to create and utilize conservation
districts. Having had some experience with those
myself, I would very much encourage the
Minister to look at further use of those. Because
they are very sound opportunities for muni-
cipalities to come together and work together in
expanding the jurisdiction. Of course, it takes
away some of those inhibitions if they see others
than just the councillors themselves having to
make all of the decisions. The players involved
in these conservation districts are local entre-
preneurs, not always farmers, not always
business persons that are involved in those areas.
They can make decisions or help the municipal
councillors make sound decisions for the long-
term management of water in the province of
Manitoba.

Of course, AMM as well has indicated that
it would be perhaps even better to have water
management areas as watershed management
districts in the province of Manitoba, and that
there should be boards established to help
manage these areas. Of course, they even went
so far in their plan in the presentation to the
Committee as to outline what the makeup of
those committees should be.

So, Mr. Speaker, I think these are the things
that the Government would have leamed if they
had gone out to the public and talked to the
municipalities, the individual farmers, the con-
servation district or the watershed management
area in Manitoba that is already established.
They would have leamed some of these concerns
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at public meetings had they so responsibly gone
out and held them. But it is a concern that they
did not do that. I think, as I referred to in Bill 6,
it is just one more area where the trust of this
government has been breached between
themselves and the local conservation areas, and
the farming community in rural Manitoba. The
trust factor that they think is there—

An Honourable Member: I do not think so.

Mr. Maguire: The Minister of Agriculture (Ms.
Wowchuk) is indicating that she thinks that that
is still there. I mean, Mr. Speaker, if that was the
case, then why did they not go out and hold
public consultations before bringing this bill
forward and having to have the legislation come
in that has been put forward? This is another
indication.

They have indicated that they will hold pub-
lic hearings, as they did on Bill 5. They actually
started them and then cancelled them. They have
said that they would hold public hearings in
regard to many of the issues of environment.
They cancelled the Manitoba Environmental
Council at their first opportunity. Here is a
situation where they had the opportunity to hold
public hearings, but did not, brought in the Bill,
took away the jurisdiction from municipalities
and took it back themselves, actually gave the
Minister a strong indication that he could have
the last word and last say in every individual
case. That is the kind of micromanagement that
we do not feel, on this side of the House, is
necessary on every bill that goes through.

Certainly, if you are going to allow the
people who you are employing to do the job that
they are hired to do, then they should set the
regulations in place that are required for these
kinds of bills and allow those bureaucrats, those
persons hired by the Government, civil servants,
to go out and do their job. They are not allowing
that with this bill because, of course, everything
could refer to the Minister for final say and his
final stamp.

Mr. Speaker, this is a situation where the
Government has said: Well, we are going to pass
this bill. Then we are going to go back out to the
country and hold public meetings. Well, in
Estimates, I was told that the Minister would

hold these public meetings in September. Well,
we are getting awfully close to September, and |
have not seen anything come out of the Govern-
ment, yet, that would say that they are going to
hold these kinds of public meetings.

Of course, we have seen them on Livestock
Stewardship in regard to environmental con-
cerns. That is about water management and the
ability to have the role that water will play in the
development of our agricultural industry. The
process that is being gone through there is one of
holding up the kinds of development that are
required in the agricultural industry, and creating
uncertainty in another form. That is inhibiting
the kinds of investment that farmers are making
or need to make to have a viable industry in
Manitoba in the future.

Of course, this bill, Mr. Speaker, already
infringes upon the purchase and the investment
that a farmer has already made in regard to
whether he would have the ability to go to the
extreme to do what many farmers did this
summer in the Red River Valley, where they
received the 10 inches of rainfall over a very
short period of time, much of their land was
flooded. They would have to go to the Govern-
ment to get a permit to drive their tractor across
the field to drain it into the ditch, if that was to
be carried out in its ultimate form. We think that
is the kind of micromanagement that the
Government does not need to do in regard to the
ability to run these bills.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to close by saying
that this bill is not necessary. We will be voting
against it simply because this government has
not listened to the concerns of everyone involved
in this particular sector to deal with a sound plan
to develop water management in the province of
Manitoba. So, Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the
opportunity to put these words on the record, and
I would turn the discussion on Bill 6 back over
to the House.

* (18:50)
House Business
Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House

Leader): Mr. Speaker, I wonder if there is leave
of the House for the Committee of Supply
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meeting in Room 255 to continue its work until
eight o'clock on the Committee room's clock?

Mr. Speaker: Is there leave of the House for the
Committee in Room 255 to continue their work
until 8 p.m.? [Agreed]

* % %

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, I rise to put a few comments on the
record with regard to The Water Rights
Amendment Act. This act, as it has been brought
forward, has problems within it. It has con-
siderable potential for government to abuse it.
There are important rights of landowners and of
municipalities. Nevertheless, I am prepared on
this occasion to support the Government,
because I think that this bill, in fact, lays the
basis for being able to manage watersheds on a
water basin basis.

It is important to have provincial authority
in this area. We have seen time and time again
over the last number of years areas where
watersheds have had problems, whether we are
talking about La Broquerie or Sturgeon Creek or
water planning needs in southwestern Manitoba.
As a result of the very heavy water last year in
the spring, clearly we need in this province water
basin management done well and done
effectively. Clearly that needs an understanding
of the relative roles of players, individual
landowners, municipalities, the provincial
government, the role of conservation districts,
the role of watershed management groups to
make sure that things are managed well.

I do, however, want to put on the record that
the NDP Government needs to proceed very,
very carefully in implementing this act, because
farmers have individual rights. Municipalities
have an important role, and there is the potential
to build up a huge bureaucracy unnecessarily if
the NDP is not careful. It is very important that
the Government plays a facilitator role rather
than a dictatorial role.

The provision to be able to license does not
mean that you necessarily have to have a licence
for every little drainage ditch, but that it does
enable the provincial government to exert and
have overall responsibility. That responsibility

needs to be exercised with considerable care
given the circumstance that came to light in
southwestern Manitoba, in fact, was the basis for
the court case. We need to make sure that
farmers have an appropriate ability to manage,
that government and the framework can respond
quickly, not put off decisions time and time
again without acting or acting irresponsibly. I
put the Government on notice that, although I
support this bill, it is one that I will be watching
them very, very carefully, as will many, many
citizens around this province, because if you do
not look after this well, it has a potential to cause
a huge lot of problems for many people and
make a situation worse instead of better.
Although it is important legislation, it is
important that it be done well.

I would just put a few comments on the
record about Sturgeon Creek because 1 have
asked questions in the House about Sturgeon
Creek. I have recently gone out and visited and
talked with people along Sturgeon Creek and in
the Sturgeon Creek Association. What is
remarkable about Sturgeon Creek is that after the
heavy rains earlier this summer, the stench along
Sturgeon Creek was so awful that people could
not open their windows. They could not go
outside and enjoy their gardens in the way that
they were used to. Quite clearly this was not a
natural stench; this was a real problem in water
management.

Sturgeon Creek originates, at least part of it,
in the riding of the Honourable Member for
Lakeside (Mr. Enns). There are several channels
coming down. There may not necessarily be a
single point source for the problems that arose.
There are several municipalities and a number of
jurisdictions, and clearly these municipalities
and jurisdictions need to be brought together in a
water-basin-wide management capability in a
way that takes into account the importance of
agriculture and farming and the needs of
agriculture but at the same time takes into
account the needs of managing the water well so
that Sturgeon Creek, which flows through the
riding of the Member for Lakeside, is well
looked after, that Sturgeon Creek no longer has
the problem, as it did recently, for the first time
maybe in its history, for the first time certainly
in 40 years, where people along the creek could
not go outside because the stench was so awful.
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The die-off of fish, which occurred in
Sturgeon Creek, clearly occurred not just in one
part but in both of the major branches of
Sturgeon Creek, was widespread. It speaks again
to the need for careful water-basin-wide
management. This creek could be a model for
how we can look after our watersheds and our
creeks and our water basins in a way that will
optimize a fish habitat as well as optimizing
conditions and circumstances for farmers and for
people who live along Sturgeon Creek and the
many other waterways in our province.

So, for consideration of the future of water
basins like Sturgeon Creek, I support this bill,
and I support the Government. I do that, giving
them, as I have said, my concerns, spelling out
the fact that the Government will be watched
very closely on this bill and how it implements
it. Nevertheless, we have reached a stage in this
province where we need effective water basin
management, and this is one of the tools that will
be necessary in order to do that.

Mr. Speaker: Is the House ready for the ques-
tion?

Some Honourable Members: Question.

Mr. Speaker: The question before the House is
third reading on the motion moved by the
Honourable Minister of Intergovernmental
Affairs (Ms. Friesen), seconded by the
Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Food
(Ms. Wowchuk), that Bill 15, The Water Rights
Amendment Act (Loi modifiant la Loi sur les
droits d'utilisation de I'eau), be now read a third
time and passed.

Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some Honourable Members: No.

Some Honourable Members: Yes.
Voice Vote

Mr. Speaker: All those in favour, please say
yea.

Some Honourable Members: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: All those opposed, please say
nay.

Some Honourable Members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion, the Yeas have it.
An Honourable Member: On division.
Mr. Speaker: On division.

Bill 17-The Elections Amendment Act

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): 1
move, seconded by the Minister of Agriculture
(Ms. Wowchuk), that Bill 17, The Elections
Amendment Act; Loi modifiant la Loi électorale,
be now read a third time and passed.

Motion presented.

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, this side of the House
will be supporting this bill now that the Govern-
ment has accepted the amendments brought
forward by the Leader of the Opposition (Mrs.
Mitchelson), and we are looking forward to
royal assent.

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): I rise, Mr.
Speaker, to indicate that I, too, will support this.
I believe that the amendments are a contribution
and recognize that the Opposition has played a
role in this legislation, as well as the Govern-
ment. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Is the House ready for the ques-
tion?

Some Honourable Members: Question.

Mr. Speaker: The question before the House is
third reading on the motion that Bill 17, The
Elections Amendment Act, be now read a third
time and passed.

An Honourable Member: Question.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to
adopt the motion?

Some Honourable Members: Agreed.
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Mr. Speaker: Agreed and so ordered.
* (19:00)

Bill 26-The Court of Queen's Bench
Amendment Act

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): Mr.
Speaker, I move, seconded by the Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs (Ms. Friesen), that
Bill 26, The Court of Queen's Bench
Amendment Act, Loi modifiant la Loi sur la
Cour du Banc de la Reine, now be read a third
time and passed.

Motion presented.

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, I rise just to put a few comments on the
record. This bill is, in essence, a housekeeping
measure. The Queen's Bench Act already pro-
vides for mediation. The Government is simply
expanding the definition of "mediation" to
include both designated and private mediators.

The interesting issue for the Government is
whether the Government will expand their
present mediation program beyond the Perimeter
Highway. Mediation, quite frankly, is all but
unknown outside the Winnipeg judicial centre.
The present family conciliation program in
northern Manitoba is underfunded and under-
staffed. Clients often wait three or more months
to bring mediation or a home assessment, and
then the process takes five to six months to
complete. As a result, many clients opt for
litigation, rather than for mediation.

This issue needs to be raised. This issue
needs to be dealt with. This bill really is not
substantive if it does not apply to the whole
province, so I charge the Government today to
address this issue, take seriously the needs of
northern Manitoba, as well as the needs within
the Perimeter Highway. This is important. This
may be a housekeeping measure, but indeed if it
is not implemented properly, if it has not
addressed the issues in northern Manitoba, the
message, the ability, the potential of this bill will
be lost.

Mr. Speaker: Is the House ready for the ques-
tion?

Some Honourable Members: Question.

Mr. Speaker: The question before the House is
third reading on the motion by the Honourable
Minister of Finance (Mr. Selinger), seconded by
the Honourable Minister of Intergovernmental
Affairs (Ms. Friesen), that Bill 26, The Court of
Queen's Bench Amendment Act (Loi modifiant
la Loi sur la Cour du Banc de la Reine), be now
read a third time and passed.

Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some Honourable Members: Agreed.
Mr. Speaker: Agreed and so ordered.
Bill 35-The Planning Amendment Act

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): I
move, seconded by the Minister of Intergovern-
mental Affairs (Ms. Friesen), that Bill 35, The
Planning Amendment Act; Loi modifiant la Loi
sur I'aménagement du territoire, be now read a
third time and passed.

Motion presented.

Mr. Harry Enns (Lakeside): 1 want to put a
few of my concerns with respect to Bill 35 on
the record. I want to preface my remarks by
saying and making it very clear that it is very
sincerely my hope that what I put on the record
does not come to pass and that ] am wrong, but it
is important that [ put them on the record.

Before [ do that, Mr. Speaker, I do not know
for certain how this government operates, but |
know how my government operated. When
legislation came forward, it was discussed with
all of cabinet and then with caucus before it ever
came into the House. I honestly believe that is
not the case with this present government,
because there have just been too many examples
of bills that have appeared in the House that [ am
sure if honourable members, particular in the
back bench or even fellow ministers, fully
understood would have never seen the light of
day.

For instance, in the bottom of my heart, I do
not believe this government really wanted to
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antagonize the parents of the home schoolers of
this province in the manner in which they have
done. I think the Minister of Education (Mr.
Caldwell) presented to his cabinet and to his
caucus—well, there are some minor housekeeping
amendments that we want to do to the education
act. | do not really think that they would have-
from gentle quiet people, Manitobans, not that
many, they number in the hundreds not in the
thousands, that spent just about a full week or
two weeks in this public gallery not believing
what this government was doing. I do not think
they were told that.

I do not think, for instance, that in The
Wildlife Act we passed in this House that the
Minister of Conservation (Mr. Lathlin) really
told, and particularly the Minister of Finance
(Mr. Selinger), and 1 want the Minister of
Finance to listen to that, that he is going to have
to lay out a million dollars because of Bill 5.
They thought they were just appeasing Vicki
Burns and the Humane Society about the
business of, well, we do not like penned hunting.

Now you are expropriating without compen-
sation the livelihood of a number of Manitobans,
and there is such a thing as natural justice in this
province. When a government action takes away
somebody's livelihood, a lawyer will take this
government to court, and I do not think the
Minister of Conservation has indicated to his
Minister of Finance or to the Government: Look,
[ am going to pass Bill 5, but this is going to cost
the public treasury X number of thousands of
dollars.

Just as, and I will give you an example,
when this government in an abortive way
attempted to introduce elk ranching in 1985 and
then changed their mind. They paid out in excess
of $100,000 compensation, because they had
encouraged people under the law to get into that
venture. Now under the law there are a number,
and I have several in my constituency, people
that started game farming. That was legal for
them. They approached the Department of
Natural Resources when they did that. Now, all
of a sudden, this government is bringing in legis-
lation that makes it illegal, and they will put
them out of business.

You have the power, you will do it. In fact,
the law has been passed. I say to the Minister of

Finance and the Treasury, it is going to cost you
money to do that. I do not think the Minister of
Finance appreciated that when Bill 5 was
introduced into this House.

Now I am speaking to Bill 35, and my
colleague the Minister of Intergovernmental
Services (Ms. Friesen), and this is the most
serious, I do not think she appreciates, and I do
not think, more importantly, the Government
appreciates that this bill, this little planning bill
is going to cost the Minister of Finance, the
Provincial Treasury millions of dollars. This bill
effectively shuts down the hog and pork industry
in Manitoba. Absolutely. This bill effectively
has chased the Schneider expansion out of
Manitoba. You mark my word. Not only that,
but [ wish the Member from Brandon was here.
This bill could turn the Maple Leaf plant into a
very expensive warehouse space in three years,
employing 50 people.

Mr. Speaker, I want to tell you something,
since the turn of the century, through the Depres-
sion, the '40s, the 'SOs, the '60s, Manitoba
enjoyed the benefits of processing not only all of
Manitoba's beef, but we processed most of
Saskatchewan's beef, and a good portion of
Alberta's beef, Canada Packers, Swifts, Burns.
There were up to 10 000 to 12 000, I might add,
unionized jobs in the beef packing industry in
Manitoba.

One decade of the NDP, and all of those
jobs, all those plants disappeared. [interjection]

Well, I will tell you exactly what it had to do
with it: introducing a business climate that was
not friendly to that kind of development;
introducing for the first time such novel things
like the payroll tax; such things as government
intervention in the beef industry, the beef
commission—/interjection] You call it whatever
you want, but we all know that we do not
process any beef in the province. None, not any,
except for a few regional plants in Winkler, and
small like that. This, Mr. Minister of Finance,
what your colleague of governmental services is
doing, is doing that to the pork industry.

At three o'clock in the moming, I had a little
chat with Bernie Christophe who has the
opportunity of getting at least 1200 new



August 17, 2000

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

5357

members in his union, in that proposed
Schneider plant. | said, look, I cannot make the
members opposite listen, but knowing that
Bernie Christophe can make this government
listen, I said talk to someone in this government.
Talk to the Minister of Industry.

We have not heard a single word of
encouragement from the Minister of Agriculture
(Ms. Wowchuk), from the Minister of Industry
(Ms. Mihychuk), from the Premier (Mr. Doer)
about the pork industry in Manitoba. All what
we have done, we have established task forces
that have roamed the province to bring out all
the opposition. We are passing legislation that is
going to make it more difficult to operate hog
barns and build new hog barns in Manitoba. All
that has been sent out is negative signals.

* (19:10)

[ say this with some background. It has been
my privilege to have been Minister of Agri-
culture, not once but twice, for the province of
Manitoba over a period of eight years. I am
aware that we have currently the most stringent
regulations with respect to manure management
in the country, bar none. I am not saying that
that is good enough, that it cannot be improved
upon. I applaud those efforts of this government
to continue improving upon them, but some-
where in the statements of the Government I
want some encouragement that the pork industry
has tremendous opportunities for the province of
Manitoba. I have not heard that once from a
single minister; I have not heard that once from
the Premier: I have not heard that once from this
government. All I have heard, all I have seen is
that they send out more and more task forces.
Let us understand one thing.

There is a considerable body of the public,
may even be a majority, that do not want any
hogs to be produced, period, in Manitoba. The
Hogwatch group wants that. They have hired
Brian Pannell, a well-paid lawyer, who will
follow every request now that this bill makes it
mandatory for the municipalities to advertise
throughout the province. Whoops, somebody in
Vita wants to build a hog barn. Brian Pannell
and the well-financed lobby moves in there and
squelches it. Mr. Speaker, that is what it all starts
with. If we cannot produce hogs, then we do not

have processing and we do not have the jobs. I
know this internally that they will continue to
talk and negotiate but the Schneider expansion is
history, is toast. More importantly, the only way
that the Maple Leaf plant in Brandon can be
viable, they are hoping to come back from the
four-day work week to the five-day work week,
but to make that plant viable they need a double
shift and we do not have the hogs to do that. We
do not have the hogs to do that and this bill will
virtually guarantee that those hogs will not exist.

[ have said, as I said in my opening remarks,
that I hope I am wrong, but fortunately we re-
cord those comments that we make in the House.
I suspect within the period of two or three years
these will regrettably be prophetic remarks. My
concern is even at this late hour surely the
Minister of Agriculture or the Minister of
Industry or the Minister of Finance should think
back and say: Hey, are we really doing this? My
colleague the Member for Emerson (Mr. Jack
Penner) can tell you, Albert Viellefuere family-
by the way I served in the House with him for
many years, he was a member of the Liberal
Party and sat in this Chamber for a number of
years—his family is one of the most progressive
family hog operations, pork operations in the
province of Manitoba. They had a substantial
expansion plan prior to the introduction of Bill
35. They have been indefinitely put on hold.
They will expand nothing in the province of
Manitoba because of Bill 35.

Ms. Bonnie Korzeniowski, Acting Speaker, in the
Chair

Elite Swine is considering moving out of
this province to Alberta. Well, the Minister
shakes her head. The Minister knows that I
happen to be on personal, you know, intimate,
you know, relatively intimate terms with one
Gary Stott and others of that organization. She
knows that full well, so why would I be telling
her something that she pretends to know better
than 1? [ am telling you, Madam Acting Speaker,
again, as in Bill 12 with the home schoolers, as
in Bill 5 with The Wildlife Act, as now in Bill
35, this government, this minister does honestly
not know what they are creating and what they
are doing. This bill, this relatively noxious bill,
and I take some responsibility as—it is not my
role and I know my colleague the Member for
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Emerson is the Agriculture critic-but this bill
has not received the attention that it deserves.
Agriculturally speaking, rural development
speaking, this is the most significant bill of the
session. This is the most significant bill of the
session and this bill will shut down a good part
of rural Manitoba. Thank you.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Korzeniowski): The
Honourable Member for Russell.

Mr. Leonard Derkach (Russell): Madam
Acting Speaker—

Mr. Enns: Oh, of course they want. They want
you to decide where the hog bams should be
built and take the heat off the councils. That is a
no-brainer. We resisted that all the years. They
had asked us to do it for years.

The Acting Speaker (Ms.
Order.

Korzeniowski):

Mr. Enns: They do not want to fight with the
environmentalists and their councils. They want
the Government to do it.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Korzeniowski):
Order, please.

Mr. Enns: | got carried away, Madam Acting
Speaker.

Mr. Derkach: Madam Acting Speaker, my
colleague the Member for Lakeside I believe has
a better understanding of this process and what
the impact of this bill will be than most of us in
this House, because this member has not only
lived through the changes to this act, but, indeed,
has had the responsibility to ensure that this act
applies when he was Minister of Agriculture.

In addition to this, Madam Acting Speaker,
there is a history in how sensible approvals
could be done with regard to livestock expansion
in this province. And let it be known that it was
our government under the direction of the
Minister of Agriculture then, the Member for
Lakeside (Mr. Enns), who passed laws in this
province with regard to the disposal of livestock
manure that are probably more stringent than
they are in any other jurisdiction in Canada.
Even under those conditions, we were still

allowed to grow the livestock industry in
unprecedented numbers over the course of the
last few years. Why? Because there was a
development of a partnership, a partnership
between producers, the municipalities and
government, and it was not intrusive. It was a
partnership where we looked at what it was we
could do rather than what we could not do, and
this all came about in a time when the Crow rate
was taken away, when one would have expected
that there would have been a dramatic downturn
in the agriculture industry in the province, and it
happened at a time when the grain prices in
Canada were probably the worst they had been
in several decades and at a time when costs for
production in agriculture were higher than they
had ever been.

So, Madam Acting Speaker, one has to
assume that there had to be some correct
chemistry in all of this on order for this to be
able to happen. Now, with the introduction of
this bill, I can see that we are stepping back in
time, and I say this from a little bit of experience
that I had as being the steward of The Planning
Act when I was Minister of Rural Development,
a department 1 might add that has been
decimated and has been shut down. The reality is
that today we have no advocate and spokesman
for the people in rural Manitoba in this
government. This bill simply removes the ability
for entrepreneurs, for those who are interested in
diversification, for those who want to expand
and grow the livestock industry from being able
to do that.

All of these changes are very subtle. They
are moved in very subtly, just as they were in the
days when we had a burgeoning livestock
industry in the cattle industry. I remember those
days when we had 11 000 employees in the city
of Winnipeg working in the cattle-processing
industry, the numbers of companies I could not
even name because it has been some time.

What happened? In the reign of the then-
New Democratic Government, every single job
was lost. The industry was closed down, and 1
was not in the farming business then, but I had
some livestock, and whatI used to do is farm my
livestock out and then have the cattle finished in
a feed lot. But the then-Minister of Agriculture,
the Honourable Bill Uruski, came out with a
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very innovative plan. He said we are going to
subsidize the calves. We are going to have a
cow-calf program in this province. But who was
he talking to? He was talking, of course, to his
constituents in the Interlake who never did finish
a lot of cattle at that time. There were a few
significant feedlots in that area, but a lot of the
farmers there were cow-calf producers. He
forgot that if you subsidize at that level, the
farmer, the producer will take that subsidy, sell
the calves and putthe money in the bank.

*(19:20)

Madam Acting Speaker, what happened in
that event was all of our calves, which were not
finished anymore in the provinee- of Manitcha,
moved to the province of Alberta. Alberta said,
ah, here is an opportunity. We are going to grow
our feedlot industry, and we are going to subsi-
dize feed grains, a very smart move because all
of a sudden it allowed for the feedlot industry in
Alberta to grow. With that feedlot industry
moved the packing industry, and what happened
in our province? We lost 11 000 jobs right here
in the city of Winnipeg.

An Honourable Member: Here in the city of
Winnipeg, 11 000 unionized jobs.

Mr. Derkach: Yes, Madam Acting Chair, they
were all unionized jobs.

There are different ways that you can kill
and shut down an industry. You do not have to
have the same program that Bill Uruski had, but
today we are starting it with Bill 35. This is just
the beginning, because I know the same person
who is responsible largely for the demise of the
livestock processing industry in Manitoba is,
once again, lord over what? MACC is he not? So
now let the Minister of Agriculture (Ms.
Wowchuk) not say, oh, oh, so you are opposed. I
am not opposed to anything except putting us
back in the days when we lost a significant
industry in this province, and many of us
remember that. We are returning back to those
days, and the first step to that return is right here
in Bill 35.

Madam Acting Chair, this is not insigni-
ficant. However, people in Manitoba have
probably not taken a great deal of time to look at

the contents of the Bill and the impact that it is
going to have on the producers of our province.
[interjection] Did you say you were chicken?

An Honourable Member: No.

Mr. Derkach: Oh, I am sorry, I did not hear
you.

Madam Acting Chair, this bill is simply not
going to be ignored by many of the livestock
producers in our province, because the livestock
industry is very mobile. I can tell you that it will
pick up and move out of our province because
under this act we will not allow it to expand in
our province. Under this act, we will virtually
shut down all expansion of the intensive
livestock industry, basically hogs, and you can
regulate an industry to its death.

The other part of this is that here we have a
bill that is going to cause the Government
extreme amounts of cost, because they are going
to have planning police out in the rural part of
Manitoba in order to be able to implement all of
the articles  of this legislation. [interjection]
Well, the Minister of Finance (Mr. Selinger)
asked the question why AMM supports it. Well,
I can tell you that in the days when I was
minister and had responsibility for The Planning
Act, the UMM, the Union of Manitoba
Municipalities, said to me that they were not
even in favour of us having an appeal
mechanism, that when an application was turned
