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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
PRAYERS
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
MATTER OF PRIVILEGE

Member for Interlake
Apology Request

Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): Mr. Speaker,
I rise today on an important and urgent matter of
personal privilege.

On Thursday, July 13, while I was attending
the investiture of the Order of Manitoba at the
invitation of the Lieutenant-Governor, and while
the Deputy Speaker (Mr. Santos) was in the
Chair, the Member for Interlake (Mr.
Nevakshonoff) intentionally referred to me as
the Honourable Member for Whitehood.
Perusing Hansard this morning, I confirmed this
statement and note that it is recorded on page
4036 of Hansard. This is the first opportunity I
have had to raise this issue before the House.

Mr. Speaker, for this member to imply that
either myself or any citizen of the constituency
of Fort Whyte is racist is completely
unparliamentary and out of order. His incorrect
naming of my constituency is completely
outlandish. While the Member for Interlake and
[ differ philosophically, it is totally inappropriate
for him to refer to me or the constituency I
represent in this fashion. For this member to
imply that any of my philosophies are racist is
totally inappropriate and it is unparliamentary.
For the Member to make this statement when [
was absent from this House borders on
cowardly.

Mr. Speaker, I believe the comments made
by the Member for Interlake breach the rules on
order of this House. Should you find that the
question of privilege exists, I move, seconded by
the Honourable Member for Springfield (Mr.
Schuler), that the Member for Interlake

withdraw his remarks and apologize to the
House and to the constituents of Fort Whyte.
Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Before recognizing any other
member to speak, | would remind the House that
contributions at this time by honourable
members are to be limited to strictly relevant
comments as to whether an alleged matter of
privilege has been raised at the earliest
opportunity, and whether a prima facie case has
been established.

Mr. Tom Nevakshonoff (Interlake): Mr.
Speaker, I recall that last week. It was a slip of
the tongue. I think I had said, "I am sorry, Mr.
Speaker" at that time and immediately referred
to him as the Member for Fort Whyte, but it was
inappropriate, and I certainly do apologize to the
Member and regret that it slipped out.

Mr. Speaker: The apology by the Honourable
Member for Interlake (Mr. Nevakshonoff)
should conclude the matter.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Committee of Supply

Ms. Bonnie Korzeniowski (Acting Chair-
person): Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Supply
has adopted a certain resolution, directs me to
report the same, and asks leave to sit again. |
move, seconded by the Honourable Member for
The Maples (Mr. Aglugub), that the report of the
Committee be received.

Motion agreed to.

Standing Committee on Public
Utilities and Natural Resources
Third Report

Ms. Linda Asper (Chairperson of the
Standing Committee on Public Utilities and
Natural Resources): Mr. Speaker, | beg to
present the Third Report of the Committee on
Public Utilities and Natural Resources.



4048

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

July 17, 2000

Madam Clerk (Patricia Chaychuk): Our
Standing Committee on Public Utilities and
Natural Resources presents the following as its
Third Report.

An Honourable Member: Dispense.
Mr. Speaker: Dispense.

Your committee met on Friday, July 14, 2000, at
10 a.m. in Room 255 of the Legislative Building
to consider the Annual Report for the Manitoba
Hydro-Electric Board for the year ending March
31, 1998, and the Annual Report for the
Manitoba Hydro-Electric Board for the year
ending March 31, 1999; the Annual Report for
the Crown Corporations Council for the year
ending December 31, 1994, the Annual Report
Jor the Crown Corporations Council for the year
ending December 31, 1995, the Annual Report
for the Crown Corporations Council for the year
ending December 31, 1996, the Annual Report
for the Crown Corporations Council for the year
ending December 31, 1997, the Annual Report
for the Crown Corporations Council for the year
ending December 31, 1998. and the Annual
Report for the Crown Corporations Council for
the year ending December 31, 1999.

Mr. Bob Brennan, President and Chief Executive
Officer, and Mr. Vic Schroeder, Chairman,
provided such information as was requested with
respect to the Annual Reports and business of
the Manitoba Hydro-Electric Board.

Mr. Arthur V. Mauro, Chairman, and Mr. Garry
M. Hoffman, President and Chief Executive
Officer, provided such information as was
requested with respect to the Annual Reports
and business of the Crown Corporations
Council.

Your committee has considered the Annual
Report for the Manitoba Hydro-Electric Board
for the year ending March 31, 1998, and the
Annual Report for the Manitoba Hydro-Electric
Board for the year ending March 31, 1999; the
Annual Report for the Crown Corporations
Council for the year ending December 31, 1994,
the Annual Report for the Crown Corporations
Council for the year ending December 31, 1995,
the Annual Report for the Crown Corporations
Council for the Year ending December 31, 1995,

the Annual Report for the Crown Corporations
Council for the year ending December 31, 1997,
the Annual Report for the Crown Corporations
Council for the year ending December 31. 1998,
and the Annual Report for the Crown
Corporations Council for the year ending
December 31, 1999, and has adopted the same
as presented.

Ms. Asper: Mr. Speaker, | move, seconded by
the Honourable Member for Rossmere (Mr.
Schellenberg), that the report of the Committee
be received.

Motion agreed to.
* (13:35)
MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

Tornado Destruction
Pine Lake, Alberta

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, I
have a statement for the House.

Mr. Speaker, Manitobans were shocked to
hear of the devastating tornado that struck the
community of Green Acres campgrounds at Pine
Lake, Alberta, on Friday night. It is difficult to
comprehend the depth of the trauma experienced
by the people and families affected. Our hearts
go out to them today.

We are encouraged to hear that there has
been a strong show of support from the
community. Hundreds of volunteers from the
Red Deer area, the RCMP and the Red Cross are
providing assistance in this emergency. We also
understand that the Canadian military will aid in
the search operations.

On behalf of this Legislature and the people
of Manitoba, I wish to offer our most sincere
sympathies and heartfelt condolences to those
who have lost family and friends. Our prayers
and concerns go out to those who are now
suffering from the injuries and other damages.
May they be granted the courage and fortitude
they need to deal with this terrible tragedy.

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (Interim Leader of
the Official Opposition): Mr. Speaker, | know
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that our caucus certainly would want to join with
the Government in extending our heartfelt
sympathies to those that were impacted and
affected by tragedy and death as a result of the
campground at Pine Lake being absolutely
devastated.

One of those things that we have absolutely
no control over is the natural disasters that do
take place. We are fortunate here in Manitoba
that we have not had a disaster of this
magnitude, but it seems that the weather is
changing. We should never be complacent and
never think that maybe something could not
happen within our communities that would
devastate us and impact us and those of our
loved ones in the same manner that it has in
Alberta.

Mr. Speaker. we want to thank those that are
volunteering their time and their effort and their
energy to work with those families that have
experienced this disaster and want them to know
that our hearts and our prayers are with them as
they move through and beyond this tragedy.
Thank you.

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): 1 ask for
leave to speak on the Premier's (Mr. Doer)
statement.

Mr. Speaker: Is there leave? [4greed] Leave
has been granted.

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Speaker, | join with the
leaders of the other two parties to indicate that
there is all-party support in this effort to convey
sympathy to those who were affected by this
terrible tragedy and our hope that there will be
no more deaths found and that if there is
anything that we in Manitoba can do from the
point of view of helping those through this
tremendous time of suffering, we are ready to do

that. Thank you.
* ¥ *

Hon. Oscar Lathlin (Minister of Conser-
vatiog): Mr. Speaker, I want to table the
supplementary informatior for—

Mr. Speaker: Order. Is there a will of the House
to revert back? [Agreed]

TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Oscar Lathlin (Minister of Conser-
vation): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. |
am pleased to table the Supplementary Infor-
mation for Legislative Review, the 2000-2001
Departmental Expenditure Estimates for the
Sustainable Development Innovations Fund.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Labour Legislation
Consultations

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (Interim Leader of
the Official Opposition): My question is for the
Minister of Labour. The business community
was fooled into believing that there would be a
new era of co-operation only four months ago
when the Century Summit was held and this
government heralded co-operation as the agenda
of the day.

* (13:40)

The business community is not impressed
when they see the kind of labour legislation that
has been introduced by this government. My
question for the Minister of Labour is: Did she
talk about these specific changes to legislation
with the business commmunity at this surmmmit?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, it is
interesting that last week members opposite
were indicating the sky was falling in terms of
the economic situation in Manitoba. I note, over
the weekend and in the latter part of last week,
Mary Webb, a Scotia economist spokesperson,
was very positive about the balance that was in
our budget in terms of its impact on people and
on businesses.

A step-by-step multiyear approach that is
going to keep Manitoba's environment on an
improving path sends a definite message to
businesses. Manitoba has committed, over a
longer term, to reducing the taxes as much as
possible. It speaks about the provincial budget
providing a major stimulus both through tax cuts
and also through investment. Mary Webb says
the NDP is "doing a good job," not like members
opposite.
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Mrs. Mitchelson: 1 am sure that Ms. Webb, at
the time when she commented on how well
Manitoba was doing, had not seen the labour
laws and the changes that this government
introduced. Maybe, Mr. Speaker, we will have
an opportunity, as time goes by, to hear the kinds
of comments from individuals that would
indicate that it is a wrong-headed decision by
this government.

Mr. Speaker, my question for the Minister of
Labour would be: Who on the front lines within
our community in Manitoba did she consult
with, other than the union bosses and the union
organizers, on removing the democratic right of
workers by a private vote, by a secret ballot,
without fear of intimidation by either manage-
ment or union? Which front-line workers did she
consult with before she took away their
democratic right?

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, the Member opposite
speaks about the individual, Ms. Mary Webb.
Her comments were made in the media and to
the media both Thursday and Friday of last
week, well after the proposals had been tabled.

Beyond that, there was an excellent article in
the Globe and Mail from 1 believe it was
Margaret Drohan last week talking about the 4.4
percent unemployment rate in Manitoba and the
kind of work that is going on in Manitoba,
because the biggest challenge we have is the lack
of skilled workers in this province, and that is
why the community college initiatives and some
of the positive initiatives that speak to the
positive nature of Manitoba, rather than the
doom and gloom of members opposite.

Labour Legislation
Voting Rights—Secret Ballot

Mr. Ron Schuler (Springfield): In 1916
women in Manitoba received the right to vote. In
1952 First Nations people in Manitoba received
the right to vote. In 1996 workers in Manitoba
received the secret ballot in the workplace
without fear of intimidation or reprisal. Now, on
the dawn of the 21st century, this government is
intent on revoking the fundamental right of
workers to a secret ballot. Mr. Speaker, to the
Minister: Why is she intent on taking away the
fundamental right of workers to a secret ballot, a

draconian move more at home in the 18th
century than the 21st?

Hon. Becky Barrett (Minister of Labour): Mr.
Speaker, as I stated in answers to questions by
the Member last week, since 1947 in the
province of Manitoba there has been some form
of automatic certification for workers to be able
to join a union, either through practice or in
legislation. From 1988 to 1996, in particular,
under the former Conservative government, the
same legislation was in place. There was
automatic certification from 1988 to 1996. I
wonder why it was not considered draconian
then and it is now.

Mr. Schuler: Why, Mr. Speaker, with sports
groups, multicultural and church organizations
who make decisions with secret ballots, is this
minister denying the fundamental right of
workers to a secret ballot?

* (13:45)

Ms. Barrett: Mr. Speaker, there will be an
automatic certification only if 65 percent or
more employees in a workplace sign a card
saying they wish to be a member of a union.
Those card signings must take place outside, off
the workplace. There is no ability for cards to be
signed at the workplace. There is no allowance
for intimidation on the part of either manage-
ment or the union. We are simply reverting back
to a practice that was in place for the last 50-plus
years and a practice that was in place through 8
of the years of the former government.

Mr. Schuler: Mr. Speaker, why does this
minister feel she has the right to take away the
fundamental freedoms of any group in society?
Why are fewer, rather than more, fundamental
freedoms necessary with this minister?

Ms. Barrett: Mr. Speaker, why was it not
considered anything but standard operating
procedure and good labour relations from 1947
to 1996 in this province to have some form of
automatic certification? Under Duff Roblin, Mr.
Campbell, Sterling Lyon, Edward Schreyer,
Howard Pawley and the Member for Tuxedo
(Mr. Filmon), for eight years, there was
automatic certification. That is what we are
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bringing back in this province. It was not
draconian then; it is not draconian now.

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for
Springfield, with a new question.

Labour Management Review Committee
Labour Legislation

Mr. Ron Schuler (Springfield): Mr. Speaker,
last Wednesday when this minister was under
heavy fire for her anti-business, anti-worker bill,
she stated: We made an election commitment
and restated that commitment after the election
that all pieces of labour legislation would go to
the Labour Management Review Committee.

Yet it is now obvious that in fact substantial
parts of Bill 44 did not make it to the LMRC, in
clear violation of the election promise of the
NDP. Mr. Speaker, can the Minister explain to
all Manitobans why she has clearly broken the
NDP election commitment to send all parts of
labour legislation to the LMRC?

Hon. Becky Barrett (Minister of Labour): Mr.
Speaker, if the Member had paid attention in the
House last week, he would have heard my
comments. Every single element of Bill 44 was
sent to the Labour Relations Committee, every
single element.

Mr. Schuler: To the Minister: What is so
important or urgent about this particular piece of
antibusiness, antiworker legislation that the
Government is clearly breaking an election
promise to bring it in? Are special interest
groups that interested in this bill that they cannot
wait?

* (13:50)

Ms. Barrett: Mr. Speaker, we sent a number of
proposals to the Labour Management Review
Committee, and we got a very, very positive
response back on many of the elements. There
was consensus, as | stated last week, on seven
portions or entirely, seven of the proposals that
were sent, some of the questions, the issues that
were sent to LMRC. There is far more consensus
than has happened with Labour Management
Review Committees in the past ten years.

Mr. Schuler: Mr. Speaker, to this minister: Why
should Manitobans believe a single thing the
Minister of Labour says when it is clear her
word is meaningless? First, she will not consult,
and now she will not even live up to her own
commitments.

Ms. Barrett: Mr. Speaker, as I stated in the
House today and stated in the House last week,
we sent to LMRC-

Mr. Speaker: Order. The Honourable Govern-
ment House Leader, on a point of order.

Point of Order

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): The interesting event here is that there
has just been a supplementary question posed by
the Member, and ever since the Member asked
the question, he has been talking, yelling
continuously, preventing not just an answer to be
provided by the Minister but preventing people
in this Chamber from hearing an answer. Surely,
if he has a question, it is for the purpose of
soliciting an answer, rather than trying to force
one on the Minister.

Mr. Speaker, would you please call the
Member's attention to his conduct, which is
unbecoming of a member in this House?

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Official Opposi-
tion House Leader, on the same point of order.

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (Opposition House
Leader): On the same point of order, Mr.
Speaker. You know, it is very easy to stand up
and be all self-righteous, but all too often we are
being drawn into this debate by the statements
that are being made by ministers.

Clearly, Beauchesne's 417: "Answers to
questions should be as brief as possible, deal
with the matter raised and should not provoke
debate."

It is exactly those types of answers, answers
that say nothing, that provoke this debate.

Mr. Speaker: Order. On the point of order
raised by the Honourable Government House
Leader, he does have a point of order. I find it
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very, very difficult to hear the answers that are
given. I would ask the co-operation of all
honourable members so we can hear the
questions and we can hear the answers.

* % %

Ms. Barrett: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We sent
to the Labour Management Review Committee
proposals and questions that are completely
reflected in Bill 44. Every element of Bill 44, as
an issue, was sent to the Labour Management
Review Committee.

The information the Member is referring to
is incomplete information, as I stated last week.
We have completed and followed through on our
commitment to send every single piece of labour
legislation to the Labour Management Review
Committee. We did not receive consensus on
some of the elements that were sent over, some
of the proposals that were sent over, but
complete or partial consensus was reached on
seven of the proposals that went to the Labour
Management Review Committee.

I will stand in this House and state
unequivocally that I have been giving the
Member a full, complete and truthful comment
about the Labour Management Review
Committee.

Flooding
Agricultural Disaster Assistance

Mr. Jack Penner (Emerson): I rise today, and |
want to thank the Honourable Minister of
Agriculture (Ms. Wowchuk) for visiting some
parts of southeast Manitoba to view the serious
flooding that took place over there. We all heard
her say that producers are not asking for money
now. That was a quote.

We all hope that the sunshine we have right
now will continue and there will be some good
crops in the southeast area. Apparently the
Minister is unaware that many of the crops that
have been underwater for as much as two weeks
now are totally destroyed. Many of the farmers
cannot harvest their hay crops, nor will they
harvest any of the other crops.

Will the Minister of Agriculture now
confirm that Manitoba producers are not asking
for money to help them cope with the
devastating effects of the repeated flooding of
the heavy rains of the last couple of weeks? Is
that what she is saying? I will repeat the question
for her. Will the Minister now confirm that the
farmers were not asking her for financial
assistance when she was out there looking at the
devastation that was taking place?

* (13:55)

Hon. Rosann Wowchuk (Minister of Agri-
culture and Food): I did have the opportunity to
visit in the southeast part of the province on
Thursday. Indeed 1 met with municipal leaders
and some producers who indicated that the real
challenge that they are facing is the situation that
the drainage has been neglected for so long and
the excessive moisture has no ability to get
away. What they are looking for is a long-term
solution to address the drainage problem. I have
to confirm that we have had very few calls in the
office asking for financial assistance, and the
Department of Agriculture's staff is monitoring
the situation very closely.

Mr. Jack Penner: I suppose then that the
farmers that I have been meeting with over the
last week and a half are somewhat different than
the ones she has been meeting with because I
have constantly been asked for financial
assistance—

Mr. Speaker: Order. The Honourable Govern-
ment House Leader, on a point of order.

Point of Order

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Now I feel bad, Mr. Speaker, because I
did not get my Beauchesne's out when the
Member stood up with his first question. I knew
it was going to elicit a citation here. He is on a
supplementary question. Supplementary ques-
tions require no preamble according to
Beauchesne's.

Mr. Speaker, would you please ask him to
put his question.
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Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by
the Honourable Government House Leader, he
does have a point of order. Beauchesne's
Citation 409(2) advises that a supplementary
question should not require a preamble.

* % %

Mr. Speaker: | would ask the Honourable
Member to please put his question.

Mr. Jack Penner: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker. Will the Minister of Agriculture take
the disaster assistance money she claims is on
the table, that they have offered, today and
announce a series of programs and measures
designed to get aid into the hands of those
farmers and farm families whose crops have
been totally destroyed and who cannot harvest
enough hay for their cattle for this upcoming
winter?

Ms. Wowchuk: Mr. Speaker, for livestock
producers, the ability to harvest hay is a very
important issue. I have to say, as I said last
week, we hope that the rain is over and there is
going to be some good weather so that hay can
continue to grow and producers can harvest.
What we are advising producers is that, should
there be a specific incident where people cannot
get hay to their livestock or there is a shortage,
they contact the Department of Agriculture and
discuss it with our Ag reps. But, to this point, we
have not had calls from people saying that they
need hay to feed their livestock immediately.

Mr. Jack Penner: Mr. Speaker, will the
Minister now admit that she has not been
listening to the farmers in western Manitoba and
that she has not been able to provide assistance
to those farmers that virtually lost their entire
crop in 1999? Will she advise those farmers
today that she will visit with them and sit down
and discuss with them programs that she could
put on the table to assist them, as well as assist
those that face that same disaster this year in
Manitoba? Will she offer that assistance to them
now, and will she meet with them in their
communities?

Ms. Wowchuk: [ will try to answer all five
questions.

The Member is wrong if he says that we
have not met with the producers of southwestern

Manitoba. We met with them on Thursday and
had discussions with them, and we met with
them a few weeks ago as well. We are making
arrangements to go to meet with them in their
communities as well.

The Member is well aware that we have put
a proposal to the federal government. The
federal government has decided that they are
going to treat the southwest part of the province
differently than the Red River Valley or the
people who have suffered from disasters in
Ontario and Québec, and that is regrettable.

Grow Bonds Program
Funding

Mr. Jim Penner (Steinbach): Mr. Speaker,
since their introduction Grow Bonds have
contributed significantly to the economy,
employment and investment opportunities
throughout rural Manitoba, including my own
constituency. In making its announcement that
the program would now include the city of
Winnipeg, the Minister of Intergovernmental
Affairs (Ms. Friesen) stated in her news release
that the rural component of the program will not
be affected.

* (14:00)

Can [ have an answer today to advise this
House if additional funds will be allocated to the
Grow Bonds Program in conjunction with the
proposed changes?

Hon. Rosann Wowchuk (Acting Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs): | will take that
question under advisement on behalf of the
Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs.

Community Round Tables

Mr. Jim Penner (Steinbach): Mr. Speaker, 1
am also wondering: Is the Minister proposing
community round tables within the city of
Winnipeg as they are currently being done in
rural Manitoba?

Hon. Rosann Wowchuk (Acting Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs): [ will take that
question as notice for the Minister of
Intergovernmental A ffairs.
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Funding

Mr. Jim Penner (Steinbach): Mr. Speaker, to
the Minister of Finance: Will there be more
funds available for the Grow Bonds Program if it
is expanded into Winnipeg, and, furthermore,
will the rural areas be allowed to participate in
Winnipeg's exclusive programs?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): The
expansion of the Grow Bonds Program in
Winnipeg requires that the Government of
Manitoba provide a guarantee on the
investments of local investors. That guarantee
will be provided through the program as it
expands in Winnipeg with no detriment to the
guarantees provided to the rural program. So
there is no proposal here to take from one to give
to another, and that was the intent of expanding
the program.

Sustainable Development Strategy
Component Strategies

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, in place of a Sustainable Development
Strategy, the Minister of Conservation has
presented the COSDI report. In his announce-
ment, the Minister of Conservation himself
admits that the COSDI process was to address
those components of the white paper which were
not reflected in this Sustainable Development
Act. Since the COSDI report does not reflect the
core needs of The Sustainable Development Act,
as the Minister himself admits, 1 ask the
Minister: Where is the rest of his Sustainable
Development Strategy?

Hon. Oscar Lathlin (Minister of Conser-
vation): I thank the Member for his question. As
[ said earlier, prior to making the announcement,
I thought I had made it very clear to the House
and others that we have accepted the report. |
know that it had been sitting there for quite some
time waiting for government action. As soon as
we were elected into government last fall, we
made it our business to take it off the shelf and
have a look. From there, we made plans to take
it to cabinet for cabinet approval with a plan on
how to implement the recommendations of the
report. That is what we have done, and that is
where we are now.

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Speaker, my supplementary
to the Minister: Where are the component

strategies as mandated under the Act? Where are
the component strategies for achieving
sustainability in specific economic, environ-
mental, resource, human health and social policy
sectors?

Mr. Lathlin: Mr. Speaker, again, I think it was
about a week ago that the Member asked those
questions. Again, I made it a point to try to be
clear in my responses at the time. As I recall it, |
advised him that as soon as the preparatory work
is done, the analysis and the assessment, then I
will be coming back to the Assembly to make
those specific announcements.

Mr. Gerrard: My second supplementary to the
Minister. 1 ask: Why did the Minister fail to
bring in the component strategies on time, when,
as this document which I table illustrates quite
clearly, the previous government had done a lot
of work in preparation and indeed there just was
not any follow-through this time? Why did you
fail to bring forward your strategy on time?

Mr. Lathlin: Mr. Speaker, again, [ will advise
the Member we are in the process of getting that
information together. As soon as I am able to put
it into a report form. I will be returning to the

Assembly to report as to what the next step will
be.

We are moving in that direction. I just want
the Member to be assured of that.

Ambulance Service
Government Initiatives

Ms. Marianne Cerilli (Radisson): Mr. Speaker,
I want to ask the Minister of Health a question of
particular concern to Radisson and Transcona,
and it has to do with the shortage of ambulances
that has plagued the city of Winnipeg over the
last numbers of years and has left citizens across
many parts of the city fearful that they will lose
aloved one or a friend because of the shortage of
ambulances. | want to ask the Minister of Health
what accomplishments the Government has had
in addressing this serious problem.

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, I thank the Member for that question.
We attended a press conference on Friday where
the Mayor of Winnipeg said that there had been
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more progress in terms of ambulance and
emergency personnel in the past six months than
there had been in the past six years.

The effect of the announcement will see
$2.1 million into the Winnipeg ambulance
service, and, more specifically, will provide for
16 ambulances, 16 ambulances in peak periods
in the city of Winnipeg, which is beyond the 10
that has presently been provided for and even
less had been provided for over the past decade.
So, for the peop