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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
PRAYERS
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
PRESENTING PETITIONS
Kenaston Underpass

Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): 1 beg to
present the petition of Joe Florentino, Maria
Stabene, R. Florentino and others, praying that
the Premier of Manitoba (Mr. Doer) consider
reversing his decision to not support con-
struction of an underpass at Kenaston and
Wilkes.

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): I beg to
present the petition of Gene Dunn, Roy Cook,
Ray Snitynsky, praying that the Premier of
Manitoba (Mr. Doer) consider reversing his
decision to not support construction of an
underpass at Kenaston and Wilkes.

READING AND RECEIVING PETITIONS
Kenaston Underpass

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Member for Fort
Whyte (Mr. Loewen), I have reviewed the peti-
tion and it complies with the rules and practices
of the House. Is it the will of the House to have
the petition read? [Agreed]

Madam Clerk (Patricia Chaychuk): The
petition of the undersigned citizens of the
province of Manitoba humbly sheweth:

THAT the intersection at Wilkes and
Kenaston has grown to become the largest
unseparated crossing in Canada; and

THAT the volume of traffic for this railroad
crossing is twelve times the acceptable limit as
set out by Transport Canada; and

THAT vehicles which have to wait for trains
at this intersection burn up approximately $1.4
million in fuel, pollute the environment with
over 8 tons of emissions and cause approxi-
mately $7.3 million in motorist delays every
year.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS
HUMBLY PRAY THAT the Premier of
Manitoba consider reversing his decision to not
support construction of an underpass at
Kenaston and Wilkes.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Member for
Charleswood (Mrs. Driedger), I have reviewed
the petition and it complies with the rules and
practices of the House. Is it the will of the House
to have the petition read? [Agreed]

Madam Clerk: The petition of the undersigned
citizens of the province of Manitoba humbly
sheweth:

THAT the intersection at Wilkes and
Kenaston has grown to become the largest
unseparated crossing in Canada; and

THAT the volume of traffic for this railroad
crossing is twelve times the acceptable limit as
set out by Transport Canada; and

THAT vehicles which have to wait for trains
at this intersection bumn up approximately $1.4
million in fuel, pollute the environment with
over 8 tons of emissions and cause approxi-
mately $7.3 million in motorist delays every
year.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONERS
HUMBLY PRAY THAT the Premier of
Manitoba consider reversing his decision to not
support construction of an underpass at Kenas-
ton and Wilkes.

* (13:35)
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PRESENTING REPORTS BY
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Standing Committee on Municipal Affairs
Second Report

Mr. Harry Schellenberg (Vice-Chairperson):
Mr. Speaker, I beg to present the Second Report
of the Committee on Municipal Affairs.

Madam Clerk (Patricia Chaychuk): Your
Standing Committee on Municipal Affairs
presents the following—

Some Honourable Members: Dispense.
Mr. Speaker: Dispense.

Your Standing Committee on Municipal Affairs
presents the following as its Second Report.

Meetings:

Your committee met on:

Thursday, June 28, 2001, at 10 a.m.

Thursday, June 28, 2001, at 6:30 p.m.

All meetings were held in Room 254 of the
Legislative Building

Matters Under Consideration:

Bill 31— The Municipal Assessment Amendment
Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur l'évaluation
municipale

Bill 32-The City of Winnipeg Amendment
Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur la Ville de Winnipeg
Bill 34-The Municipal Amendment Act/Loi
modifiant la Loi sur les municipalités

Bill 38-The Local Authorities Election
Amendment Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur
l'élection des autorités locales

Bill 43-The Auditor General Act/Loi sur le
vérificateur général

Bill 48-The City of Winnipeg Amendment
(Pensions) Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur la Ville
de Winnipeg (régime de pension)

Membership Resignations/Elections:

At the Thursday, June 28, 2001, at 10 am.
meeting, your committee elected Mr.
Schellenberg as the Vice-Chairperson.

Substitutions received prior to commencement of
the Thursday, June 28, 2001, at 10 a.m. meeting:

Ms. Cerilli for Mr. Dewar

Hon. Mr. Selinger for Hon. Ms. Wowchuk
Mr. Loewen for Mr. Cuanmings

Mr. Laurendeau for Mr. Penner (Emerson)
Mr. Derkach for Mr. Pitura

Substitutions made, by leave, during committee
proceedings at the Thursday, June 28, 2001, at
10 a.m. meeting:

Mr. Tweed for Mr. Loewen

Substitutions received prior to commencement of
the Thursday, June 28, 2001, at 6:30 p.m.
meeting:

Mrs. Smith (Fort Garry) for Mr. Tweed
Mr. Martindale for Mr. Struthers
Hon. Ms. McGifford for Ms. Cerilli

Substitutions made, by leave, during committee
proceedings at the Thursday, June 28, 2001, at
6:30 p.m. meeting:

Mr. Faurschou for Mrs. Smith ( Fort Garry).
Public Presentations:

The following individuals and/or organizations
made presentations on Bill 31-The Municipal
Assessment Amendment Act/Loi modifiant la Loi
sur l'évaluation municipale:

David Sanders, Colliers Pratt McGarry

Rick Weind, CUPE Local 500

Councillor Jae Eadie, City of Winnipeg

Henri Dupont, KPMG

Jim Baker, Manitoba Hotel Association
Antoine Hacault, Private Citizen

John Petrinka, Norman Commercial Realty Ltd.

The following individuals and/or organizations
made presentations on Bill 32-The City of
Winnipeg Amendment Act/Loi modifiant la Loi
sur la Ville de Winnipeg:

Councillor Jae Eadie,
Winnipeg
David Sanders, Colliers Pratt McGarry

Councillor,

City of

The following individuals and/or organizations
made presentations on Bill 38-The Local
Authorities  Election Amendment  Act/Loi
modifiant la Loi sur [l'élection des autorités
locales:
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Councillor Jae Eadie, Councillor, City of
Winnipeg

Roger Goethals, Reeve, R M. of Winchester
Neil Hathaway, Private Citizen

Richard Sexton, Private Citizen

Bob McCallum, Reeve, R.M. of Morton
* (13:40)
Written Submissions:

The committee received one written submission
on Bill 31-The Municipal Assessment
Amendment Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur
l'évaluation municipale from:

Joe  Masi,
Municipalities

Association  of  Manitoba

The committee received one written submission
on Bill 32-The City of Winnipeg Amendment
Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur la Ville de Winnipeg

from:

Joe Masi, Association of Manitoba Muni-
cipalities

The committee received one written submission
on Bill 34-The Municipal Amendment Act/Loi
modifiant la Loi sur les municipalités from:

Joe  Masi, of  Manitoba
Municipalities

Association

The committee received one written submission
on Bill 38-The Local Authorities Election
Amendment Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur
l'élection des autorités locales from:

Wayne Motheral, President, Association of
Manitoba Municipalities
Bills Considered and Reported:

Bill 31-The Municipal Assessment Amendment
Act/Loi  modifiant la Loi sur ['évaluation
municipale

Your committee agreed to report this bill,
without amendment, on division.

Bill 32-The City of Winnipeg Amendment
Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur la Ville de Winnipeg

Your committee agreed to report this bill, with
the following amendment:

THAT the proposed subsection 138.4(2), as set
out in section 4 of the Bill, be struck out.

Bill 34-The Municipal Amendment Act/Loi
modifiant la Loi sur les municipalités

Your committee agreed to report this bill,
without amendment.

Bill 38-The Local Authorities Election
Amendment Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur
l'élection des autorités locales

Your committee agreed to report this bill, with
the following amendments, on division:

THAT subsection 17(2) of the Bill be amended

(a) by striking out "clause 2(a) and" in the
section heading; and

(b) by striking out "Clause 2(a) and sections"
and substituting "Sections".

THAT the heading of the Schedule to the Bill be
replaced with the following:

SCHEDULE
(Section 14)

Bill 43-The Auditor General Act/Loi sur le
vérificateur général

Your committee agreed to report this bill,
without amendment.

Bill 48-The City of Winnipeg Amendment
(Pensions) Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur la Ville
de Winnipeg (régime de pension)

Your committee agreed to report this bill,
without amendment.

Mr. Schellenberg: Mr. Speaker, I move,
seconded by the honourable Member for
Radisson (Ms. Cerilli), that the report of the
committee be received.
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Motion agreed to.
*(13:45)
TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister of Culture,
Heritage and Tourism): I rise today to table
The Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act, 2000 Annual Report.

Hon. Oscar  Lathlin (Minister  of
Conservation): Mr. Speaker, I am tabling today
three documents, the first one being the Round
Table Report and Recommendations on Mani-
toba Sustainability Indicators; secondly, a
Provincial Sustainable Development Code of
Practice; and, thirdly, a set of principles of
Sustainable Development Financial Management
and Guidelines.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Antigang Strategy
Government Commitment

Mr. Stuart Murray (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, first off, I would like
to applaud the work of the Winnipeg Police
Service for their dedication to making our
community safer, including the recent arrests of
four gang members in relation to recent
shootings and today's charges against a member
of the Hells Angels in connection with a
stabbing last Friday. The police have done a
tremendous job, unlike the Doer government
who, after nearly two years in office, has failed
to keep a key election promise. The Premier at
that time said: We promise to keep our
communities safer.

Over the weekend, a home in Winnipeg's
West End was fire-bombed and there was a
home invasion in Selkirk. The violence
continues under the Doer government. Why has
the Premier not taken action, and why has he
failed to implement more than half of his
18-point gang action plan?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): I, too, want to
applaud the police forces, whether they be the
Winnipeg police forces or other police forces
working across and around Manitoba.

The situation is that there are a number of
bills before this Legislature, including a bill to
deal with the unacceptably high numbers of car
thefts, increasing the penalties for individuals
prosecuted and convicted of car thefts.

In addition we have a bill, The Liquor
Control Act, also—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Doer: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We also
have amended The Liquor Control Act to
increase the responsibilities of hotel owners and
licensees for the safety of citizens in the parking
lot. We are looking at other ways, under Bill 10
and the new federal law, to continue to give the
police more tools to deal with unacceptable
violence in our community.

Mr. Murray: Well, Mr. Speaker, in spite of all
the rhetoric we hear, Manitobans are fearing for
their lives. They do not feel safe. Press releases
may get the Premier a headline, but they are not
making our community safer.

Why is the Premier breaking his promise to
do everything he can to stamp out gang activity
here in Manitoba?

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, I have already answered
a question last week on the matter of gang
houses and their locations and requiring greater
legal abilities to deal with those houses that are
in our neighbourhoods.

We have applied a specific Crown
Prosecutions branch in terms of the gang
activity. They are working obviously with the
law enforcement agencies. We certainly want to
see the federal Criminal Code be tougher, have
more implementation ability than the existing
laws. We are passing Bill 10, dealing with booze
cans and houses of prostitution. We are
systematically changing and amending laws to
give the police more tools to deal with
unacceptable violence in our community.

Mr. Murray: Mr. Speaker, the First Minister
says that they are expecting the federal code to
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be tougher. Manitobans are expecting that
Government to be tougher.

Mr. Speaker, a national story described how
Winnipeggers are bracing for a summer biker
gang war after three men in one week—three men
in one week—were shot on our streets. Residents
are on edge. Children are fearing that they might
get hit in the crossfire. Why is the Premier
standing by as gang violence, shootings, fire
bombings and other violent acts such as home
invasions persist in Manitoba?

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, I have already outlined
a number of amendments and improvements we
are making in the laws of Manitoba that build
upon the laws when we took office.

We have a separate creation of a Criminal
Organization Unit with specialized prosecution
and supervision of high-risk offenders. That
operation is currently in place. We have
provided more money and more funds for the
RCMP in Manitoba that co-ordinate the activity
of gang surveillance on a national basis. We
have increased the number of officers over and
above what was there when we came into office
when members left office. We are amending Bill
10. We are amending The Liquor Control Act.
We are amending laws systematically to increase
protection for the people.

* (13:50)

Private Health Care Clinics
Government Position

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): Mr.
Speaker, the Doer government would like us to
believe that private clinics cause longer waiting
lists and result in higher health care costs. Well,
this is simply not true.

Can the minister explain why in France,
where they have a collaboration of public and
private health care systems, they have absolutely
no waiting lists and in fact think that a waiting
list of two weeks is very long? Can he explain
how that can possibly happen?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, first off, in Manitoba we have had
studies by the Manitoba Centre for Health Policy

and Evaluation, an organization set up by
members opposite, a study undertaken by mem-
bers opposite, done in Manitoba, that shows that
not only do the waiting lists go up but it causes
more difficulties when you operate private
beside public.

We have the experience in Alberta where
the Alberta Consumers' Association outlined, in
fact, that waiting lists went up and costs were
more expensive when you ran private beside
public.

They do not have studies, Mr. Speaker. All
they have is France, a country where you pay
user fees, and that is clearly where members
opposite want to go.

Mrs. Driedger: Is the Minister of Health aware
that the Montreal Economic Institute, in a
research paper completed September 2000,
stated the following: Canada's prohibition of
voluntary parallel private health insurance and
private medical services in hospitals precludes
any Canadian-based comparison and control for
the current experiment in provincial government
health insurance policies?

Mr. Chomiak: What I do know, Mr. Speaker, is
when the former government tried to privatize
home care and said it would save $10 million,
not only did the public indicate they were not in
favour of privatizing home care, but it cost more
money to privatize home care by their own
example. So I do not need examples from
France, where they charge a 10% or 20% user
fee.

We have examples in Canada that show it is
a difficulty and a problem. It is very clear that
they want for-profit hospitals. We are protecting
medicare.

Mrs. Driedger: 1 wonder if the Minister of
Health could explain then how a year ago he
signed a contract for private home care services,
and that seems to blend okay because these
private home care services are offered through
the WRHA, and he signed a contract for them
last year.

How does it work there and he does not see
the same kind of opportunity existing in clinics?
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Mr. Chomiak: As I have explained on many
occasions to members opposite during Esti-
mates, we renewed a number of contracts. It is a
backup contract for home care. We renewed
them and we are continuing to renew contracts
that were entered into by members opposite, Mr.
Speaker, because we want to be pragmatic.

But what we want to do is we do not want to
go steadfast as members opposite would say.
Members opposite want for-profit hospitals.
They want private clinics. We are saying we
have a line in the sand. We have a Manitoba
solution that is innovative, will have some
benefits of the private sector by rolling it into the
public sector.

The issue is very clear, Mr. Speaker.
Members opposite when they were government
tried to privatize home care. The public was very
clearly against it. We are not in favour of that.
We are in favour of innovation that would see
the development of our public sector to provide
more services within the public context, which
we believe is what Manitobans want.

Election Finances Act
Amendments

Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): Under the
guise of introducing legislation that would
promote fairness in the election process, last
year the Premier introduced Bill 4, which is not
only unconstitutional but which through section
44 will force Manitobans to contribute to regis-
tered political parties through their tax dollars.
Interesting that he did not even mention that
section when he introduced the bill into this
House.

Does the Premier not feel that Manitobans
are wise enough to choose whether or not they
want to support any particular political party? In
fact, does he not give them enough credit for
being able to choose which party they will
support? Does he really believe that they must
have government tax dollars to keep it going?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): I think the public
are very wise, and they were particularly wise on
September 21, 1999.

* (13:55)

Mr. Speaker: Order. Just to remind all
honourable members that the clock is running.

Mr. Loewen: Obviously, the Premier does not
want to touch this part of his hidden agenda. The
Premier and his Cabinet surely must have a
better use for the close to $100,000 that will be
distributed to political parties. Surely that money
could be spent on improving health care or
maintaining and restoring safety in our streets.

Mr. Doer: I recall the debates of yesteryear
when members opposite promised that under the
elections finances law they would not take any
money under the changed election laws. I think
the tally is over a million dollars that the
Conservative Party has taken, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Loewen: Mr. Speaker, I would ask the
Premier: Is the NDP so hard up for ideas to raise
funds from their political allies that it has to
resort to using taxpayer dollars to fund their
political agenda, or in fact are they just lazy
socialists?

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, getting a lecture from
Tories on election tactics is like expecting a
buzzard to say grace before meals, with all credit
to Sterling Lyon for another use of the same
term.

The report deals with the portion of the
savings under the new elections law. These
savings were calculated not by the Government
but by the Department of Finance in terms of the
corporate donations and the tax deductibility of
those. I have not even read the report from the
Chief Electoral Officer. There is no decision—

An Honourable Member: It is your bill.
Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.
Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, there has been no
decision made on the recommendations from the
individual, the Chief Electoral Officer.

Point No. 3: We felt it was important to
proceed into the future with banning of union

and corporate donations. When you look at the
United States and the big debate going on, the
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McCain-Finegold bill and other activity, we
believe in Canada, as well, that having a political
system over the long haul that is free of the
perception of influence is a noble goal and one
which we are committed to.

Whitemud Watershed
Disaster Assistance

Mr. Glen Cummings (Ste. Rose): My question
is for the Minister of Government Services.
Again, for the second time this year, the
Whitemud Watershed has gone on a rampage.
My question to this minister is these com-
munities have already suffered considerable
disaster. They have lost roads, bridges, culverts—
huge bills to which they have not had clear
direction from this minister as to any relief that
may be available. When will they know whether
or not, the first disaster, they will get any
assistance?

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of
Transportation and Government Services):
Mr. Speaker, I have reported to the House on a
number of occasions that we have recognized the
difficult situation many Manitobans face going
back to last fall with excessive moisture, and
again this spring. In fact, I indicated in the
House a short while ago that we anticipate being
able to make an announcement very shortly on
that. In fact, I am sure the member will find that
we will in fact be in a position to provide the
assistance that is available under Disaster
Financial Assistance to the many Manitobans in
that area of the province and many other areas of
the province that have been affected by disasters
and emergencies in the last several months.

Mr. Cummings: Well, Mr. Speaker, this is cold
comfort when that is just about the same answer
that this minister gave twice before. That was in
April and May that they suffered the damage.
They have again had their roads washed out, and
they still do not know if they will get any
assistance.

When will he deal with this problem?

Mr. Ashton: Mr. Speaker, we have been dealing
with this problem. In fact, the first concern of
EMO, including this weekend, is to get in, get on
the site, work with Conservation, work with

local governments through the front line in terms
of emergency services. So we have been dealing
with the situation.

The first priority was to deal with the
emergency, and we are now going to be very
shortly in a position to be able to announce
compensation under the Disaster Financial
Assistance program.

* (14:00)

Mr. Cummings: Mr. Speaker, when a
community of a very small population has
hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of
damage, every decision that council makes
hinges on whether or not they know they can be
backed up by the provincial government in
getting the support they need.

When will he address it?

Mr. Ashton: Mr. Speaker, once again, we have
been addressing it. The first priority was to
respond to the emergency. We have had EMO
people out, in fact, working around the clock in
many situations, along with other departments of
government. Whether it be Conservation or
highways, we have been out there.

As I indicated to the member opposite, we
are still in fact receiving applications even from
this weekend from another community affected
by disasters. He should anticipate an announce-
ment very shortly on this.

But our priority, once again, is to deal with
the emergency first and then deal with the
compensation afterwards.

R.M. of Stuartburn
Drainage Plans

Mr. Jack Penner (Emerson): Mr. Speaker, my
question is to the Minister of Conservation.

Attending the Canada Day celebrations in
Vita this last weekend, I met many, many people
in that area that were not very happy on Canada
Day. The reeve of the municipality tells me that
90 percent of the arable land in the municipality
of Stuartburn has not been seeded this year. The
reeve also told me that many people were not
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aware that they could sign into a Crop Insurance
non-seeded acreage program.

The question is to the minister. Can the
minister tell me when the plan that was supposed
to be drawn for drainage projects in the R.M. of
Stuartburn will be tabled, and when will he
initiate the plan for drainage in the R.M. of
Stuartburn?

Hon. Oscar Lathlin (Minister of
Conservation): Mr. Speaker, I can indicate to
the member, as [ have done on previous
occasions, that we have reviewed the rather huge
challenge that we have in the area of drainage
for municipalities, farmers and so on. We have
injected some new money into the drainage
budget this year. At the moment, plans are being
finalized to allocate the funds, knowing full well
that whatever we allocate will not address the
full situation that was left there by the previous
govermment.

Mr. Jack Penner: Mr. Speaker, as the minister
knows if his department has briefed him, as I am
sure they have, there is water coming across the
U.S. border into the R.M. of Stuartburn. It comes
cross-country, and there needs to be a drainage
plan done in the R.M. of Stuartburn. There was a
road built by the Pawley administration or by
the—

Mr. Speaker: Order.
Point of Order

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, would you please remind
the member, who I am sure knows this full well,
that a supplementary question requires no pre-
amble. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by
the honourable Government House Leader, I
would like to take this opportunity to remind all
honourable members, Beauchesne's Citation
409(2) advises that a supplementary question
should not require a preamble. | would ask the
honourable member to please put his question.

* % %

Mr. Jack Penner: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker. I will ask the question of the minister.

When is he prepared to go out to Stuartburn and
explain to the municipality of Stuartburn and the
people in Stuartbum how he will remediate for
damages that his inaction has caused to the
farmers in that area, and when will he put in
place a drainage plan that he promised last fall to
the people of the R.M. of Stuartburn?

Mr. Lathlin: Mr. Speaker, we on this side of
course recognize that the issue of drainage is an
important concem for those producers, those
residents and municipalities, especially through-
out southern Manitoba. Their concems are valid,
and I might say that they have been voicing
those concerns for many years to their previous
governments and nothing had been done. We are
trying our best to address the situation with the
resources that we have.

Mr. Jack Penner: I want to ask the minister
whether he is aware that his department
sanctioned the closure of six culverts which has
flooded huge areas of land, which is against the
law, and closed off natural drainages, whether he
is aware of the damage that has been caused. Has
he been given an estimate yet by the muni-
cipality of Stuartburn and by the people of
Stuartburn as to the total amount of damages
caused by the action of his department?

Mr. Lathlin: I recognize that the work of
Conservation with respect to addressing the
drainage problem is a huge problem.

[ remember during Estimates last year the
Member for Pembina (Mr. Dyck) advising me
something to the effect that Conservation is
faced with a very difficult problem in that a
substantial amount of the budget had been cut
from the Department of Natural Resources over
several years. In fact, after 11 years of Tory
government, Mr. Speaker, that budget had been
reduced from about $20 million to about
$5 million. That explains why we are having to
deal with some of those very issues today.

Eaton's Building
Sustainable Development Issues

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, my question is to the Minister of
Conservation. Today the minister tabled Mani-
toba's Provincial Sustainable Development Code
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of Practice, a practice which includes
meaningful opportunity for public consultation
and due process and ensuring the assessment of
proposed programs and projects are carried out
to determine and address their sustainability
impact. I would ask the minister if he is planning
to use his code of practice to assess one of the
most significant projects of today, that is the
demolition of the Eaton's building and the
construction of the new arena.

Hon. Oscar Lathlin (Minister of
Conservation): | can indicate to the member
that the code of practice report was tabled today
and, effective immediately, government depart-
ments through a structure of officials will be
looking at the various indicators with a view to
maybe clarifying or refining and maybe even
adding on some other indicators where the report
might have been deficient, as the Manitoba
Round Table has told us in their report. The
Manitoba Round Table has advised, has recom-
mended to Government that we go back and
conduct more consultation with respect to
Aboriginal people and youth. So that is what we
will be doing for the next year or so.

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Speaker, my question to the
Minister of Conservation is whether he will use
the report on the code of practice, which he has
tabled today and said is effective immediately,
as part of his basis for assessing the sustainable
development issues which surround the
demolition of the Eaton's building and the
construction of the new arena.

Mr. Lathlin: I can indicate to the member again
that we have accepted the reports and we are
tabling them today. We are going to be
implementing them as—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Member for
River Heights.

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Speaker, my supplementary.
I assume the minister is not going to not follow
his code of practice, so I will ask the minister:
When is he going to start the assessment of the
demolition of the Eaton's building and the
building of the new arena under the terms of his
code of practice?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, well,
this policy applies across all of government, as
the member opposite knows. Section 9, section
11 and section 12 have applications for the
Department of Conservation and all of govern-
ment.

The member should recall that on Thursday,
when the member first asked the question on this
issue, the Minister of Culture (Mr. Lemieux)
tabled a document from Mr. Tom Carson, the
Deputy Minister of Culture, Heritage and
Tourism. In the re-use potential section on page
2 of the report it says: When considering
possible locations for a downtown campus of
Red River College, Manitoba Transportation, et
cetera, evaluated the Eaton's store, the Princess
block and the site of U of W.

In other words, they talked about a number
of re-use possibilities over the last 18 months.
The report described the Eaton's building as
poorly suited for conversion to a 21st century
learning centre. So the whole issue of sustain-
ability has been considered all the way
throughout the decisions on the proposed new
True North complex.

Red River
Dredging

Mr. Edward Helwer (Gimli): Mr. Speaker,
recently there was a barge stuck in the Red River
trying to go from Selkirk to Lake Winnipeg. The
water was only three feet deep in some places at
the mouth of the river. The river needs to be kept
open for navigation purposes and also for the
fishing industry, both sport and commercial
fishing.

Will the Minister of Conservation today
commit to getting his federal counterparts to
undertake the needed dredging along the Red
River?

Hon. Oscar Lathlin (Minister of
Conservation): Mr. Speaker, I apologize for not
getting the question. I had difficulty hearing and
I am trying to find my—

Mr. Helwer: Mr. Speaker, I will repeat the
question again for the Minister of Conservation.
Will the minister today commit to getting his
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federal counterparts to undertake the needed
dredging along the Red River?

Mr. Lathlin: I thank the member for the
question. Let me advise the member I will look
into that situation and report back to him before
the week is up.

*(14:10)

Mr. Helwer: Mr. Speaker, many of the channels
that are leading into Lake Winnipeg are being
silted in. Will the minister explain what steps
will be taken to ensure the heavy silting along
the channels of both the Red River and Netley
Creek and some of the other channels at the
mouth of the Red River so that that does not lead
to increased risk of flooding?

Mr. Lathlin: Mr. Speaker, as I indicated to the
member already, [ will review the situation he
has raised here today. I will be in contact with
the federal government with a view to coming
up with a positive response for the member
before the week is up.

Selkirk/Gimli Docks
Dredging

Mr. Edward Helwer (Gimli): Mr. Speaker, the
docks at both Selkirk and at Gimli are silted in
so bad that they are rendered useless by many in
the shipping industry. Will the minister commit
to dredging the docks at both Selkirk and Gimli
so that the freight can be shipped by barge
through northern Manitoba?

Hon. Oscar Lathlin (Minister of
Conservation): [ am sorry, I am just going to
have to repeat my response to the member. I will
be in contact with the federal government with a
view to maybe getting some assistance from

them in order that we can address the situation in
Selkirk.

Rural Municipalities
Drainage Projects

Mr. Jim Penner (Steinbach): My question is to
the Minister of Conservation. The Southeast
Water Management Association, an organization
comprised of 16 Manitoba municipalities, has
indicated that simple drainage ditches that

alleviate flooding from farmland are not being
built because of the demand by officials of the
federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans for
information on possible fish habitats in these
ditches, these ditches which remain dry most of
the year.

Can the Minister of Conservation indicate
what assistance staff in his office have provided
Manitoba municipalities to alleviate this prob-
lem?

Hon. Oscar Lathlin (Minister of
Conservation): The member is absolutely
correct. The federal government, some time
back, made a unilateral decision with respect to
placing. I believe it was 40 positions in Mani-
toba. Mr. Speaker, 20 of them were located here
in Winnipeg and I believe the other 20 were
located in Dauphin. Our officials have been in
meetings with the federal officials with a view to
getting the federal government to change some
of the directions that it has taken. I know that it
has placed a lot of people in a very difficult
situation, and it is our hope that through our
meetings with the federal government we can get
some co-operative action together.

Mr. Jim Penner: Mr. Speaker, we need some
action. Can the minister indicate how munici-
palities are expected to bear the increased costs
associated with supplying what municipal offi-
cials have described as ridiculous information
when in some cases it is making a $10,000
drainage project into a $40,000 project?

Mr. Lathlin: Mr. Speaker, again [ want to
indicate to the member that I take the issue very
seriously, because I note that it affects the people
in the communities in a very serious way. That is
why we are so determined to continue our
discussions with the federal government and
hopefully they will change the direction that they
have taken in Manitoba.

Mr. Jim Penner: We need some kind of an
action. Can the minister today commit to
contacting the federal Fisheries Minister directly
to negotiate an end to this problem and to report
this back to the House?

Mr. Lathlin: Mr. Speaker, in fact, meetings
have already been held by our officials meeting
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with the federal officials, and hopefully we will
be in a position to indicate to the member as to
whether the federal government is in a position
to change its direction that it has recently taken.

St. Norbert
Flood Protection

Mr. Marcel Laurendeau (St. Norbert): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Premier. Within
my constituency, we have some concerns about
the potential of flooding and about claims that
have not been paid in the past. When we read in
the newspaper that the Minister of Government
Services (Mr. Ashton) wants to install new bells,
that the Minister of Government Services is
installing new carpets and that this Premier
wants to fund political parties, can he tell us
where his priority is? Will he help the people of
St. Norbert who have been attempting to get this
money now for the past few months? Will he
assist us in receiving the money that is due to the
people of St. Norbert?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, I
suppose rhetorically one could ask about the
regrettable situation of Isobord and the $15
million that we had to deal with coming into
office.

Having said that, the member did ask a
question dealing with his residents. As I recall
the sequence, the vote on protection in the area
that the member opposite has raised is scheduled
to be completed at the end of June. We should
know the results shortly on the various options
that are proposed.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, there is a concern
about how much money has been spent and if all
the allocation has been spent under the Canada-
Manitoba city agreement. I can assure members
opposite, when you look at $82 million in the
provincial Budget for flood protection, flood
protection is a very high priority for, I know,
members opposite and for this side as well.

Mr. Laurendeau: Mr. Speaker, can the First
Minister then explain why it is more important
for bells to have a better sound, why we need a
carpet at the bottom of the stairs, why we have to
support political parties, when the people of St.
Norbert have been asking for this money to be

received? Why is it that the Premier sees it more
important to fund political parties than he does
to support the people in my constituency who
need the flood protection?

Mr. Doer: The member opposite is part of a
political party that campaigned in 1986 against
receiving funds from Elections Manitoba. I think
the tally is at least $450,000 they received in the
1995 election alone, filing from one political
party that they filed in that election campaign.

Having said that, Mr. Speaker, the issue in
his constituency is serious. I do not think it
should be juxtaposed against the bells. I am not
aware of any decision that was made on the
bells.

An Honourable Member: How about the

carpet?

Mr. Doer: Well, Mr. Speaker, that heraldic
design that is now adopted in this Legislature,
some of us actually voted against that heraldic
design, if I recall correctly. I do not want to tell
the member opposite how many dollars were
spent by the previous government changing
everything from the former heraldic design to
the present heraldic design that was brought in
by members opposite.

Having said that, Mr. Speaker, I voted
against it, but I am just an old-fashioned person.
I am not aware of the results of the optional vote
that took place in the member's constituency. As
I understand i