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MATTERS UNDER CONSIDERATION:

To consider preparations for developing the
final report of the committee

* * %

Madam Chairperson: Good morning. Will the
Special Committee on Senate Reform please come to
order.

This meeting has been called to consider
preparations for developing the final report of the
committee. So I'm expecting that, or hoping that this
will be a relatively short meeting. I've had the
pleasure of having informal discussions with Mr.
Eichler and Mr. Lamoureux regarding the, the
framework for the report and some of the things that
we feel that we can move ahead on.

And so the two agenda items that, that | see for
this morning's meeting is to look at receiving the
research from the researcher, as well as indicating
that, as Chairperson, that I'm able to move ahead on
putting the report together. So that is what | see is the
agenda items today.

And, to that end, | guess, perhaps motions or—
[interjection]-not a motion, oh, just a proposal-
okay, so the proposal | have then for the committee's
consideration.

Mr. Doug Martindale (Burrows): | think you'll
probably find agreement of the entire committee that
we receive the information from our researcher.

Madam Chairperson: And in addition to that, a
sum-I think a summary of the presentations, a
description of the common themes as part of that
research. So is it agreed by the committee to receive
the researcher's summary of presentations?

Some Honourable Members: Agreed.
An Honourable Member: Agreed, with thanks.

Madam Chairperson: And with, with appreciation
and thanks to the researcher for doing this. So we
have agreement?

Some Honourable Members: Agreed.
Madam Chairperson: Thank you very much.

So | would formally like to, on behalf of the
committee, thank Greg Recksiedler for his diligence
in putting this material together for the committee.
So thank you very much.

The other issue that is before the committee is to
have the Chair of the committee prepare the report
for the committee.

Mr. Martindale: Yes, | think the committee would
probably be in agreement that we have the Chair
write the report. | guess there might be a question
arise, though, about the timing and whether that can
be done by Thursday of this week or not.

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): Yes, | agree that
the—this Chair can certainly write the report.

There was a recommendation that Eugene Szach
from Civil Legal Services be made available to us.
And | understand that he would make himself
available in order to go over any submissions that we
may want to make prior to that going to Assembly.
Upon talking to him, he did make it very clear that
this is a non-partisan report and that he would not
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want to meet with anyone, that is, individual basis,
which | agree, but he'd be more than prepared to
have a look at the report, you know, with either the
Chair or the Vice-Chair and the, the Liberal member
as well or the committee as a whole, that, certainly,
we'd have no problem with, with that side of things
before we tab—table it in the House.

I do have a concern about the timing. I'm sure
the Chair has been working this over the weekend
and, and doing her homework. The other thing |
would suggest is that in, in regards to the timing, that
once the report has been drafted, if the Chair could
share it with the opposition party and, of course, the
Liberal Party in order to speed up the process in
committee because we certainly don't want to sit here
for, for hours on agreement or disagreement. So, if
we could get leave of the committee for the-to
instruct the Chair to do that as well.

And | have another comment, but we'll deal with
this one first.

Madam Chairperson: So the first one then is, is
there agreement among the committee that the
Chairperson of the committee draft the report?

Some Honourable Members: Agreed.
Madam Chairperson: Agreed. Thank you.

And the second one is that there be discussions
in sharing of the draft report with the other parties,
including the Liberal member as well as the
Vice-Chair?

Some Honourable Members: Prior to—

Madam Chairperson: Prior to the next meeting?
Agreed?

Some Honourable Members: Agreed.
Madam Chairperson: Thank you.

Mr. Eichler: Madam Chair, | think just to, to, to set
the record straight, if-1 know at our last
subcommittee hearing that we had in Norway House,
there was a request put on the table that we extend
the deadline for written submission. And | was
wondering if the Clerk's office could, for the record,
indicate whether or not we did receive that report,

and if, in fact, it was put into the committee's
recommendations as far as briefings are concerned.

Madam Chairperson: According to our Clerk, the
gentleman at Norway House who presented did not
send anything further once he had received the
information from us. Thank you.

Mr. Martindale: Yes, this morning we asked for the
researcher to share the, the summary, | guess, of the
presentations to the Special Committee on Senate
Reform, and once that was agreed to, the research
was shared immediately; it had already been done,
which was good.

I'm wondering if we know whether Mr. Szach
has already started writing the report or whether that
only starts after our decision today.

Mr. Eichler: Go ahead.

Madam Chairperson: | haven't spoken directly with
him. I've made inquiries, and my understanding is
that it could be very short notice for him to be able to
do that. But I can certainly look into it again and see
if anything has changed since last week.

Mr. Martindale: Well, I'm wondering, then, what
the process is if it isn't ready by Thursday. Then,
presumably, the House leaders need to ask for an
extension, and then we won't be sitting anymore
and-but, presumably, we would have a date that—or
we'd still set a target date. What would the process
be?

Madam Chairperson: It is the House that would
make that decision. It would have to be brought to
the House and that, that decision would be made at
that time as, as has been indicated to me that that's a
responsibility that falls in that jurisdiction.

Mr. David Faurschou (Portage la Prairie): Further
to the presentation to the House of this committee's
report, is there any direction thereafter where the
report will be publicized or how it will be handled in
the, in the Chamber? At this juncture in time, will we
be able to publicly release our report so that there
may be further commentary by the public after, after
seeing this committee's report?

* (11:40)
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Madam Chairperson: According to the governing
act, the committee must make a report to the Speaker
of the Assembly. The Speaker must table a copy of
the report in the Assembly. If the Assembly is not
sitting when the Speaker receives the report, the
Speaker must direct that copies be sent to members
of the Assembly and then make the report available
to the public.

If the Assembly by resolution approves the
recommendations of the committee or approves them
with alterations, the Speaker must send the Assembly
resolution to the Queen's Privy Council for Canada.

So that, that would be the process as it's set out in
legislation.

Are there any other further comments or
questions?

The hour being 11:41, what is the will of the
committee?

An Honourable Member: Committee rise.
Madam Chairperson: Committee rise.

COMMITTEE ROSE AT: 11:41 a.m.
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