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SITE ASSESSMENT GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 

“agricultural operation” means  an agricultural, aquacutltural, horticultural or silvicultural operation 

that is carried on in the expectation of gain or reward, and includes: 

(a) The tillage of land; 
(b) The production of agricultural crops, including hay and forages; 
(c) The production of horticultural corps, including vegetables, fruit, mushrooms, sod, trees, 

shrubs and greenhouse crops; 
(d) The raising or keeping of livestock; 
(e) The production of eggs, milk and honey; 
(f) The raising of game animals, fur-bearing animals, game birds, bees and fish; 
(g) The boarding or keeping of livestock on behalf of its owner, including but not limited to, at a 

horse stable or livestock sale yard or auction mart; 
(h) The operation of agricultural machinery and farm equipment; 
(i) The process necessary to prepare a farm product for distribution from the farm gate; 
(j) The application of fertilizers, manure, soil amendments or pesticides, including ground an 

aerial application; and 
(k) The storage, use or disposal of organic wastes for farm purposes. 

 
"animal confinement facility" means a barn or an outdoor area where livestock are confined by fences 
or other structures, and includes a seasonal feeding area but does not include a feedlot or a grazing area. 
 
"animal unit" means the number of animals of a particular category of livestock that will excrete 73 kg of 
total nitrogen in a 12-month period. 
 
"collection basin" means a structure 

(a)  intended to collect runoff water contaminated with manure in an agricultural operation; and 
(b)  constructed primarily from soil by excavating or forming dikes. 

 

“composting” means a designed and managed system to facilitate the process of aerobic decomposition 

of organic matter by biological action. 

 

“confined livestock area” means an outdoor, non-grazing area where livestock are confined by fences or 
other structures, and includes a feedlot, paddock, corral, exercise yard, holding area and hoop structure. 
 
“crop removal rate of phosphorus” means the net amount of phosphorus removed from the field 
through plan uptake of phosphorus from the soil and export of the plant material from the field through 
mechanical harvesting or grazing, taking into account the crop that the person farming the land is 
fertilizing with the livestock manure. 
 
"designated area" means an area designated for use as an urban centre, settlement centre, rural 
residential area, cottage area, park area or recreational area in the applicable development plan. 
 
 (e) a temporary composting site for manure 
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“drain” means a drain designation, using the Strahler system, as an Order 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6 drain on a 
Manitoba Water Stewardship plan that shows the designation of drains.   
 
"earthen manure storage facility" means a structure built primarily from soil, constructed by 
excavating or forming dikes, and used for storing or treating livestock manure, but does not include 

(a)   a collection basin; 
(b)  a field storage site; or 
(c)  a temporary composting site for manure. 

 

 “farm building” means a building or part of a building: 
  

(a) that does not contain a residential occupancy,  

(b) is associated with, and located on land devoted to the practice of farming, 

(c)   and is used essentially for the housing of equipment and livestock, or the production, storage 
or processing of agricultural or horticultural produce or feeds.  

 

"feedlot" means an outdoor area that is fenced to confine livestock solely for the purpose of growing or 
finishing, but does not include 
 

(a)  a grazing area; or 

(b)  a seasonal feeding area.  

 
"field storage site" means an area where solid livestock manure is stored in the open air, but does not 
include an earthen manure storage facility or a non-earthen manure storage facility. 
 
"grazing area" means an outdoor area where livestock are primarily sustained for part of the year by the 
direct consumption of feed grown on the area and manure does not accumulate such that mechanical 
removal or redistribution is required. 
 
“groundwater” means water below the surface of the ground. 
 
“incorporation” means the mixing of livestock manure into soil, usually by tillage, to minimize exposure 
of the manure at the surface and to increase contact with the soil. 
 
“injection” means the placement of liquid manure beneath the soil surface using specialized application 
equipment, including discs, chisels, openers and sweep-type tools. 
 
"liquid manure" means manure that contains less than 5% solid matter. 
 
“livestock” means animals or poultry not kept exclusively as pets, excluding bees. 
 
"livestock operation" means a permanent or semi-permanent facility or non-grazing area where at least 
10 animal units of livestock are kept or raised either indoors or outdoors, and includes all associated 
manure collection facilities, but does not include an auction mart. 
 
“manure” means livestock feces and urine, and water contaminated or previously contaminated by either 
of them,  and may include wasted feed, livestock bedding, soil, milk house waste, hair, feathers and other 
debris associated with an agricultural operation. 
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"manure management plan" means a plan that is prepared on a form approved by the director and that 
provides for the storage and handling of the manure produced in an agricultural operation and the land 
application, treatment or other acceptable use or disposal of the manure. 
 
"manure storage facility" means a structure, earthen storage facility, molehill, tank or other facility for 

storing or treating manure or where it is stored or treated, and includes any permanent equipment or 

structures in or by which manure is moved to or from the storage facility, but does not include 

(a) a field storage site, 

(b) a vehicle or other mobile equipment used to transport or dispose of manure, 

(c) a gutter or pit used to contain liquid or semi-solid manure for less than 30 days for the 
purpose of moving the manure to a storage facility, 

(d) a collection basin, or 

(e) a temporary composting site for manure. 

 
“mass mortality” means the number of mortalities in an agricultural operation at any time exceeds the 
operation’s routine capacity to dispose of mortalities. 
 
"molehill" means a structure in which manure is mechanically forced through a pipe and becomes 
mounded. 
 
"monitoring well" means an opening made by digging or drilling into the ground to detect and monitor 
seepage from a manure storage facility. 
 
“mortalities” means dead livestock, or parts of dead livestock, that are not marketable for human 
consumption. 
 
 “nutrient buffer zone” means a distance measured from the water body's high water mark or the top of 
the outermost bank on that side of the waterbody, whichever is further from the water, as specified under 
Section 3 of the Nutrient Management Regulation. 
 
“nutrient management zone” means a water quality management zone designated under Section 3 of 
the Nutrient Management Regulation for the management of nutrients. 
 
“Olsen P” means soil test phosphorus result obtained using the Olsen procedure. 
 
“Olsen procedure” means the sodium bicarbonate extrantant method of determining soil test 
phosphorus outlined in the Recommended Chemical Soil Test Procedures for the North Central Region 
(North Central Region Research Publication No. 221, Revised January 1998; University of Missouri-
Columbia) 
 
“regularly inundated area” means 

(a) An area subject to flooding on an average basis at least once every five years, and 
(b) The Red River Valley Special Management Area 
 

"seasonal feeding area" means an outdoor area, other than a feedlot or grazing area, where 
(a)  livestock are given their supplemental or total feed requirements on a seasonal basis; and 
(b)  because of its accumulation, manure must be removed from the area by mechanical means 

from time to time. 
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“semi-solid manure” means manure that contains 5% to 25% solid matter. 
 
"sinkhole" means a surface depression found in karst terraines that drains directly into an underlying 
bedrock aquifer or the unsaturated portion of the geological unit forming a bedrock aquifer. 
 
“soil test phosphorus” means the concentration of the amount of phosphorus that can be extracted in a 
solution from a soil sample in a soil test procedure. 
 
"solid manure" means manure that contains more than 25% solid matter and does not flow when piled. 
 

“Strahler system” means a classification system where the smallest headwater tributaries are called 
first-order streams. Where two first order streams join, a second-order stream is created; where two 
second-order streams join, a third-order stream is created.  The order number in question is proportional 
to the channel dimensions, size of the contributing watershed and stream/drain discharge at each point 
in the system. These proportions are verified using a number of mathematical equations 
 
"surface water" means any body of flowing or standing water, whether naturally or artificially created, 
including, but not limited to, a lake, river, creek, spring, drainage ditch, roadside ditch, reservoir, swamp, 
wetland and marsh, including ice on any of them, but not including a dugout or reservoir on the property 
of an agricultural operation. 
 
"surface watercourse" means the channel in or bed on which surface water flows or stands, whether 
continuously or intermittently, but does not include a dugout, reservoir, intermittent slough, drainage 
ditch or intermittent stream that is completely surrounded by private land controlled by the owner or 
operator of an agricultural operation and that has no outflow going beyond the private land. 
 

"well" means an opening made by digging or drilling into the ground for the apparent purpose of 

obtaining groundwater, but does not include a monitoring well. 

 


