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Important Notice to
All Elected Officials and Chief Administrative Officers

Amendment to The Planning Act and
The City of Winnipeg Charter

Bill 33, The Planning Amendment and City of Winnipeg Charter Amendment Act (the “Act”),
received third reading and royal assent on June 1, 2026. The Act supports actions within
Manitoba’s Land Use Planning Action Plan released in November 2025.

The Act delivers a series of focused, practical updates to Manitoba’s planning legislation that
are designed to better support municipalities in the work of planning for future homes,
businesses, and services for residents. The Bill fine tunes the planning system—providing
clearer processes, improving efficiency and reinforcing the role of local decision making.

The Act clarifies and refines the role of The Municipal Board as an appeal body

Under the new approach, when a zoning or secondary plan by-law is referred to The Municipal
Board due to public objections, The Board no longer holds its own separate hearing. Instead, it
reviews the municipal planning records and provides a report with recommendations to council
and publishes the report on their website for public access. While municipalities must consider
The Municipal Board’s recommendations before giving third reading to a by-law, the
recommendations are not binding. The result is a planning system that supports informed
decisions while keeping authority where communities expect it — at the council table.

Eliminating The Board’s hearing process will result in savings for municipalities through avoiding
expenses associated with multi-day hearings, legal representation, and extensive logistics.
These efficiencies free up time and resources — allowing staff and councils to focus on long-
term planning, policy development, and community engagement.

Going forward, when proposed by-laws or by-law amendments receive objections from public
authorities (neighbouring municipalities and other levels of government or government
agencies), The Board continues to hold a hearing and issue a final decision. However, only
members of the public that have already made representations on the by-law or objections to
the by-law at the local level will receive notice and be able to participate in public authority
objection hearings held by The Board. For municipalities, this provides a clear and reliable
pathway to address intergovernmental issues. It ensures concerns can be discussed fully while
offering certainty at the end of the process.

The Act also takes a step forward in standardizing service timelines for planning matters at The
Municipal Board. New timelines for applicant appeals and ministerial referrals ensure clear and
consistent expectations around notice, hearings, and decisions to help municipalities plan
workloads, communicate clearly with applicants, and reduce uncertainty for residents.



https://www.gov.mb.ca/mr/land_use_dev/planning_action_plan.html

The Act addresses priority concerns with the regional planning board model

The Act removes regional board powers for expropriation and compelling member compliance
through court injunctions against development decisions that do not conform to regional plans.
The Act also confirms that planning applications already underway on the day a regional plan is
brought into force are not subject to the regional plan. These changes reinforce a cooperative,
forward-looking approach to regional planning that supports shared objectives while respecting
local processes and timing. For municipalities, this creates a more balanced planning
environment and greater stability in the transition period to a new regional plan when managing
development files.

The Act streamlines housing approvals (outside of Winnipeg)

The Act expanded the minor subdivision process, already valued for its efficiency, to include
certain multi unit developments, such as duplexes, triplexes, and row homes with shared walls.
This allows qualifying applications to move through approvals more quickly while still requiring
full compliance with local development plans, secondary plans, and zoning by-laws. Municipal
authority remains firmly in place: councils continue to approve, reject, or apply conditions as
needed. The result is a practical tool that helps municipalities support faster development of a
wider range of housing options without compromising planning standards.

The Act extends livestock operation expansion rights to supply managed industries

For rural municipalities, The Act provides additional flexibility for supply managed livestock
operations (dairy, egg, and poultry producers) while maintaining strong municipal involvement.
Certain modest expansions (up to 15 percent) can now proceed without new conditional use
approvals or provincial technical reviews, provided zoning requirements are met and confirmed
by the municipality through a zoning memorandum.

At the same time, municipalities can update minor conditions on existing approvals, including
development agreement terms, without provincial review, as long as livestock animal units don’t
exceed a cumulative increase of 15 percent and animal categories remain unchanged.
Development agreement terms have also been expanded to include water servicing for livestock
operations. These updates support producer needs to respond to changing quotas and farming
technologies while keeping municipalities closely involved in land use decisions that affect their
communities.

In closing, The Act reflects a planning system that continues to evolve alongside Manitoba’s
communities. It reinforces local leadership, modernizes key processes and reduces
unnecessary complexity, all while maintaining transparency and accountability. For municipal
leaders, the message is clear: the planning framework has been refined to better support your
work, your decisions, and your communities. As municipalities, the province, developers,
agricultural producers and residents move forward together under the new legislation, the focus
remains on building strong, vibrant and well planned communities across Manitoba.

The Department of Municipal and Northern Relations is committed to continued support in
implementing the legislation through clear rules and procedures. A Bill 33 Guide with Frequently
Asked Questions and a technical briefing presentation can be found on the Department’s
Planning Policies and Legislation web page at:

https://www.gov.mb.ca/mr/land _use dev/about planning.html.

If you have questions or require further information regarding the legislation, please contact the
Provincial Planning Branch at provincialplanning@gov.mb.ca or 204-945-2150.
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