
DEFINITIONS

“adaptation” means initiatives and measures to reduce the vulnerability of natural and
human systems against actual or expected climate change effects. Various types of

adaptation exist, including anticipatory and reactive, private and public, and autonomous

and planned.

“adaptive capacity” means the whole of capabilities, resources and institutions of a

country or region to implement effective adaptation measures.

“aging in place” means the ability of residents to remain in a community over their

lifecycle because appropriate housing, services and amenities continue to be available
and accessible to seniors.

“agricultural operation” means an agricultural, horticultural or silvicultural operation

that is conducted in order to produce agricultural products on a commercial basis, and

includes:

a. the tillage of land;
b. the production of agricultural crops, including grains, oil seeds, hay and forages;

c. the production of horticultural crops, including vegetables, fruit, mushrooms, sod,

trees, shrubs and greenhouse crops;
d. the use of land for grazing livestock;

e. the use of land for livestock operations;

f. the production of eggs, milk and honey;

g. the raising of game animals, fur-bearing animals, game birds, bees and fish;
h. the operation of agricultural machinery and equipment;

i. the processing necessary to prepare an agricultural product for distribution from

the farm gate;
j. the application of fertilizers, manure, soil amendments and pesticides, including

ground and aerial application;

k. the storage, use or disposal of organic wastes for farm purposes.

“agro-commercial and agro-industrial uses” means those commercial and industrial

uses that provide services, machinery, equipment or goods specifically required by farm
operations, or store or process products grown or raised by an agricultural operation.

“basin or aquifer management plan” means a publicly developed management plan
that addresses the sustainable development and management of water, land and natural

ecosystems through a review of the economic, social and environmental issues within a

basin/aquifer.

“brownfield” means abandoned, vacant, derelict or under-utilized commercial or

industrial sites where past actions have or may have resulted in contamination and
where there is potential for redevelopment.

“Canada Land Inventory (CLI)” means a series of maps prepared by the governments

of Canada and Manitoba showing an evaluation of the capability of the land to support

agriculture, forestry, wildlife and recreation.
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“carrying capacity” means the level of use that a resource can permanently sustain

without degradation or depletion.

“cottage” means rural residential development that is intended to be used seasonally

or on a part-time basis.

“climate change” means a change of climate which is attributed directly or indirectly to

human activity that alters the composition of the global atmosphere and which is in
addition to natural climate variability observed over comparable time periods.

“critical and significant habitat (wildlife)” means habitat type crucial to the size,

distribution, or stability of a wildlife species in an area, such as: land presently wooded or

has an appropriate mix of wooded and open areas with a Canada Land Inventory (CLI)

class designation 1, 2, 3, or 4 for ungulates or designation 1W, 2W or 3W for ungulates;
areas of unbroken native prairie greater than 20 acres in size; habitat important to

migratory species and for the maintenance of a wildlife population in a local area; and CLI

class 1, 2, 3 or 4 wetlands.

“Crown mineral land” means land in which the Crown holds a mineral interest with or

without the surface rights.

“Crown land” means lands as defined in The Crown Lands Act.

“design flood” means a flood magnitude on a waterway or water body that, on

average, is expected to occur once during a one hundred year period

“development” means:

a. the construction of a building on, over or under land;

b. a change in the use or intensity of use of a building or land;

c. the removal of soil or vegetation from land (unless its for cropping or forage
production); and

d. the deposit or stockpiling of soil or material on land and the excavation of land.

“development plan” means a development plan by-law approved under The Planning

Act, a Crown lands plan (including a management plan for an Aboriginal traditional use

area), or any other official plan approved by a local authority and/or the Province, that

is used to direct development, land and resource use and achieve the stated goals for a
specified planning area.

“drinking water source” means raw, untreated water in the environment that is used to
supply a drinking water system.

 “drinking water system” means the pumping, storage, treatment, distribution and
disposal facilities and services associated with the provision of drinking water.

“ecological reserve” means an area of Crown land established by provincial regulation

as an ecological reserve.
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“ecosystem” means a community of organisms functioning and interacting together within

their physical environment.  It is composed of all living and nonliving parts of the
environment in a defined space and time.

“endangered and threatened wildlife species” means species as defined in The

Endangered Species Act.

“enduring features” means the division of provincial natural regions into smaller units

based on soils and landforms.

“exploration” means a search for minerals or oil and gas by prospecting, by

geological, geophysical or geochemical surveys, by trenching, stripping, excavating or
drilling or by any other method.

“farm amalgamation” means the acquisition of additional farm land parcels to be

operated as one farm unit.

“farmstead site” means the portion of land of an agricultural operation that includes
the habitable residence of the producer and those buildings and facilities associated

with the farm operation, usually surrounded by a well-defined shelterbelt.

“fish habitat” means spawning grounds and nursery, rearing, food supply and migration
areas on which fish depend, directly or indirectly, in order to carry out their life

processes.  Habitat includes the water and the physical and biological components such

as streambed, banks, vegetation, etc.

“free board” means an amount added to a design 100-year static water level on a

river to provide a factor of safety to account for unknowns such as uncertainties in the
static level and the effects of wind and ice or debris jams.

“full cost recovery” means the generation of sufficient revenue through appropriate

pricing of a service to cover the full cost of provision. Costs include operating,

maintenance, administration, research and development expenditures, financial costs

and capital investments in facilities (including depreciation, interest and equity return at a
level sufficient to sustain the systems in perpetuity and achieve the mandated level of

service as a minimum).

“gas” means natural gas that:

a. contains methane and other paraffinic hydrocarbons, and might contain nitrogen,

carbon dioxide, hydrogen sulphide, helium or minor impurities;

b. is recovered or recoverable through a well from a reservoir
and includes any fluid hydrocarbon, before and after processing, that is not oil or

condensate.

“green building” means building design and construction practices that significantly

reduce or eliminate the negative impact of buildings on the environment and occupants

in five broad areas: sustainable site planning; safeguarding water and water efficiency;
energy efficiency and renewable energy; conservation of materials and resources; and

indoor environmental quality
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“greenstone belt” means an elongated area of metamorphosed volcanic and

sedimentary rocks in the Precambrian shield which has high potential for the discovery
of base metals and gold.

“groundwater” means all water under the surface of the ground, whether in solid or
liquid form.

“growth centre strategy” means a strategic plan, as part of a development plan, that
identifies which settlement areas in a planning area should be the focus for growth and

development, based on the particular capacities, functions and strengths of those

settlement areas.

“habitat (wildlife)” means the suitable arrangement of food, water, shelter or cover and

space on which a species depends for its life and propagation.

“heritage resources” means a heritage site, a heritage object, and any work or assembly

of works of nature or human endeavour that is of value for its archaeological,

paleontological, prehistoric, historic, cultural, natural, scientific or aesthetic features, and
may be in a form of sites or objects or combination thereof.

“high pollution-risk developments” means those developments, activities, land uses
and structures that have a high risk of causing pollution and include, but are not limited

to chemical/ fertilizer storage facilities, disposal fields, fuel tanks, waste disposal

grounds, lagoons.

“infrastructure” means the physical assets associated with development that require

on-going maintenance, repair and eventual replacement, and in these policies refers

mainly to water and wastewater infrastructure, transportation infrastructure, solid
waste facilities, and water control works.

“integrated watershed management plan” means a publicly developed management
plan, approved by the Province, that addresses the sustainable development and

management of water, land and natural ecosystems through a review of the economic,

social and environmental issues within a watershed.

“intensification” means development at a higher density than currently exists via:

redevelopment of property, reuse of brownfield sites, development of underutilized

lots, infill development, mixing of compatible land uses and expansion or conversion of
existing buildings.

“land subject to bank instability” means land on or above a slope adjacent to a
waterway or water body that is subject to subsidence due to down slope soil

movement.

“land subject to erosion” means land that, within a 50-year period may be eroded
away or become unstable due to the action of water contained in an adjacent waterway

or water body.

“land subject to flooding” means land that would be inundated by floods up to and

including the design flood, that has a known history of flooding, or that would
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experience flooding during an event of such magnitude as may be specified by the

Province in areas protected by flood control works.

“lands that pose hazards” means property or lands that could be unsafe for

development due to naturally occurring processes, such as but not limited to, lands

subject to flooding, erosion and bank instability.

 “LEED” means the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Green Building

Rating System, which is a consensus-based rating system that sets national standards
for designing, constructing, operating and certifying green buildings.

“legal subdivision” means, as per The Surveys Act, that to facilitate the description for
title to less than a quarter-section, every section must be taken to be divided into quarter

quarter-sections, each of 40 acres more or less, which must be styled legal subdivisions.

“lifecycle costing” means a process to determine the sum of all the costs associated
with an infrastructure asset or part thereof, including acquisition, installation, operation,

maintenance, refurbishment and eventual disposal.

“livestock” means animals or poultry not kept exclusively as pets, excluding bees.

“livestock operation” means a permanent or semi-permanent facility or non-grazing
area where at least 10 animal units of livestock are kept or raised either indoors or

outdoors, and includes all associated manure collection facilities, but does not include an

auction mart.

“local authority” means a planning authority, water planning authority, conservation

district, northern community council, Crown corporation or other authority established by

the Province, including a planning council or co-management board, that adopts a
development plan for a specified planning area.

“metallic mineral” means a mineral deposit from which a metal or metals can be

extracted.

”mine” means an opening or excavation in the ground that is established or maintained

for the purpose of mining and includes:
a. a quarry;

b. machinery, plant, buildings, premises, stockpiles, storage facilities, waste dumps

or tailings, whether below or above ground, that are used for, or in connection
with mining;

c. a crusher, mill, concentrator, furnace, refinery, processing plant or place that is

used for crushing, sifting, drying, oxidizing, reducing, leaching, roasting, smelting,

refining, treating or conducting research on mineral bearing substances; and
d. an abandoned mine and abandoned mine tailings.

”mineral” means a non-living substance that is formed by natural processes and is
found on or under the surface of the ground, irrespective of chemical or physical state

and before or after extraction, and includes peat, peat moss and substances that are

prescribed as minerals for purposes of The Mines and Minerals Act but does not include
agricultural soil, oil, natural gas or any other gas, any surface or groundwater or other
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substance that for purposes of The Mines and Minerals Act is prescribed not to be a

mineral.

“mineral access rights” means, in respect of a lease or mineral disposition, the right

to enter, use and occupy the surface of the land to prospect or explore for or develop,

mine and produce minerals but does not include surface rights.

“mineral disposition” means a claim, mineral exploration license or a quarry permit.

“mitigation” means reducing or eliminating adverse impacts and risks associated with

development or activity via:

a. avoiding impacts and risks altogether by not undertaking the development/activity
or certain parts of it;

b. minimizing the impacts and risks by limiting the degree or magnitude of the

development/activity;

c. rectifying impacts and risks through repairs/remediation;
d. reducing or eliminating the probability of having the impact or risk reoccur, and

e. implementing strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and enhance

carbon sinks.

“natural lands” means lands that support native plants and animals of a mixture

representative of the natural ecology of the area.  Such lands may be subject to
management, recreational and resource harvesting activities that will not significantly

change the ecological characteristics of the land.

“new growth area” means areas designated in an approved development plan for the

expansion of a settlement area over a medium-term planning horizon.  The term refers

mainly to lands that have not been used for the development of non resource-related
uses. New growth areas may be for residential as well as industrial and commercial,

institutional and other land uses.

“non resource-related use” means a land use or development whose location is not
dependent on a particular natural resource, including residential, commercial, industrial,

and indoor recreational uses, playing fields, amusements, and golf courses.

“normal farming practices” means practices conducted in a manner consistent with

proper and acceptable customs and standards as established and followed by similar

agricultural operations under similar circumstances.  This includes the use of

innovative technology used with advanced management practices and in conformity with
all provincial legislation.

“oil” means crude oil and other hydrocarbons that are recovered or are recoverable in
liquid form through a well from a reservoir.

“planning area” means the geographical area defined in a development plan to which
the development plan applies.

“planning authority” means the board of a planning district, or the council of a

municipality that is not part of a planning district, that has been authorized to adopt a
development plan by-law and development policies under The Planning Act.
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“potentially dangerous or nuisance-causing uses” means development that can

pose dangers to life and health, or is offensive and disturbs the reasonable use of one’s
property. Examples of these uses includes: major utility and transportation facilities;

waste storage, handling or disposal sites; and other land uses that can create safety

issues, noise and odour concerns, etc.

“prime agricultural land” means land composed of mineral soil determined by the

Province to be of dryland Agricultural Capability Class 1, 2 or 3 and includes a land unit

of one quarter section or more or a river lot, 60% or more of which is comprised of land
of dryland Agricultural Capability Class 1, 2, or 3.  In certain circumstances, land

composed of organic soil determined by the Province to be of dryland Agricultural

Capability Class O1, O2, or O3 or land determined by the Province to be of Irrigation
Suitability Class 1A, 1B, 2A or 2B may also be considered to be prime agricultural land.

“producer” means a person who produces and markets an agricultural product.

“protected area” means an area of Crown land established under provincial legislation

where commercial logging, and development of oil, gas, mining, hydro electric

development and other activities, which may significantly and adversely affect the habitat
of the area is prohibited.

“provincial forest” means an area of Crown land established, by provincial regulation,
as a provincial forest.

“provincial highway” means a provincial trunk highway or a provincial road

declared to be a provincial trunk highway or provincial road under The Highways and
Transportation Act.

“provincial natural land” means an area of Crown land established under provincial
legislation as a provincial park, park reserve or ecological reserve.  It may include

wildlife management areas and other designated Crown lands which were established

to support native plants and animals of a mixture representative of the natural ecology of

the area.

“provincial park” means an area of Crown land established, by provincial regulation, as

a provincial park.

“provincial park reserve” means an area of Crown land established, by provincial

regulation, as a park reserve.

“provincial road” means a highway declared to be a provincial road under The

Highways and Transportation Act.

“provincial transportation system” means all provincial highways, provincial

roads, seasonal roads, provincial airports, rail lines/facilities, and ferry docking facilities

(refer to Manitoba’s Transportation System map attached).

“provincial trunk highway” means a highway declared to be a provincial trunk highway

under The Highways and Transportation Act.
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“provincial wildlife land” means an area of Crown land established, by provincial

regulation, as a wildlife, game bird, goose, or fur bearing animal refuge, or wildlife
management area, or special conservation areas.

“public services” means all infrastructure, services and amenities provided to the

public, including: water and wastewater infrastructure; water control works;
transportation infrastructure; solid waste facilities; pipelines; utilities; parks, schools

and recreational facilities; health and social services; police, fire protection and other

emergency services.

“quality and quantity of water” means a measurement of water by indicators such as

minimum base flow, depth to water table, artesian pressure, oxygen levels, suspended
solids, temperature, bacterial, nutrients and contaminants, and hydrologic regime.

”quarry minerals” means minerals (contained in either surface or subsurface deposits

or both surface and subsurface deposits) obtained by quarrying including aggregate
(sand, gravel, crushed rock) shale, kaolin, bentonite, gypsum, clay, silica-rich sand, peat,

salt, coal, and rock or stone used for any purpose other than as a source of metal,

asbestos, potash, oil and natural gas.

“recreational use” means development of a recreational nature including beaches,

marinas, campgrounds, resorts, canoe routes, trails and associated seasonal and public
facilities.

“regional highway routes” means routes generally consisting of provincial roads that

serve regional and local freight and mobility needs, identified on Manitoba’s
Transportation System map (attached).

“rehabilitation” means  the act of restoring land and/or resources, that have been
damaged or degraded by development, to a state which is safe, stable and

environmentally compatible with adjacent lands or its original natural state.

“renewable resource” means wildlife and forest resources in this regulation.

“resource-related use” means a use that is directly dependent on the land or resource

base, such as agriculture, quarrying, forestry, fishing, trapping, hunting, energy
production (water [hydro], wind).

“riparian area” means an area of land on the banks of or near a water body or
waterway, which due to the influence of water supports, or in the absence of human

intervention would naturally support, an ecosystem that is distinctly different from that of

adjacent upland areas.

“rural residential” means non-farm, single family residential development located

outside of urban centres on larger lot sizes. Rural residential development can be

serviced by on-site water and wastewater infrastructure or by piped water and/or
wastewater infrastructure).

“seasonal roads” means roads that provide seasonal access to Manitoba’s remote
communities such as the winter road system that is identified on Manitoba’s

Transportation System map (attached).
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“settlement areas” means the urban centres, rural residential areas, cottage areas
and other communities that have been designated in an approved development plan.

“specialized agricultural operation” means an agricultural operation on which high

value, lower volume, intensively managed agricultural produce is grown and may include
greenhouse production, honey production and processing, horticultural production

including vegetables, fruit or mushrooms, and production of trees or shrubs. Generally

these types of specialized operations sell products directly to the consumer by means of
roadside stands or farm stores, u-pick operations, farmers’ markets, and direct sales to

restaurants or retail outlets.

“static water level” means a computed design water level with no allowance for

uncertainties in computation and no adjustment for wind, ice or debris jams.

“surface water” means all waterways and water bodies on the earth’s surface that
may be defined by their hydrologic characteristics, soil moisture, soil type, vegetation, or

topographic characteristics.

“sustainable service delivery” means the provision of infrastructure to customers at

a standard or level that meets customer needs, regulatory requirements and accepted

industry standards and requires the generation and expenditure of sufficient funds to
achieve this on an ongoing basis.

“tenure” means the terms and conditions upon which mineral rights are assigned.

“trade and major tourism routes” means routes generally consisting of provincial

trunk highways that move people and large volumes of highway freight, identified on

Manitoba’s Transportation System map (attached).

“transit-oriented development” means moderate and high density housing, along with

complementary public facilities, jobs, retail, and services concentrated in mixed-use

nodes at key points along a transit system.

“transportation infrastructure” means all highways, roads, bike paths, sidewalks,

airports, rail lines and docking facilities, as well as transportation and transit facilities.

“treaty land entitlement (TLE)” means land owed to First Nations under the terms of

Treaties signed between the First Nations and Canada (1871 to 1910).

“universal design” means the creation of environments that respond to the needs of

the entire population and acknowledges that people come in various sizes and have

various strengths and abilities.

“urban centre” means an incorporated city, town and village; as well as an

unincorporated centre with all of the following features:
a. a concentration of 25 or more permanent residences;

b. a mix of commercial and community services; and

c. a historic basis or place name.
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An urban centre may also include any other urban centre approved by the Province

through designation in a development plan by-law.

“viable lower class land” means land that is not prime agricultural land but that is

used for agriculture or has the potential to be used for agriculture.

“wastewater management system” means the collection, storage, treatment,

distribution and disposal facilities and services associated the management of

wastewater.

“water” means all groundwater, surface water and riparian areas

“water and wastewater infrastructure” means all drinking water systems and

wastewater management systems, regardless of whether they are onsite or piped

systems, or whether they are privately, communally or municipally operated.

“water body” means a body of standing water, whether naturally or artificially created,

and whether the presence of water is continuous, intermittent or occurs only during a

flood, including but not limited to inland lakes, wetlands, ponds, springs, seepage areas
and recharge/discharge areas, including ice on any of them.

“water control work” means any dyke, dam, surface or subsurface drain, drainage,
improved natural waterway, canal, tunnel, bridge, culvert borehole or contrivance for

carrying or conducting water, that:

a. temporarily or permanently alters or may alter the flow or level of water,
including but not limited to water in a waterway or water body, by any means,

including drainage; or

b. changes or may change the location or direction of flow of water, including but
not limited to water in a waterway or water body, by any means, including

drainage.

“water quality management zones” means zones designated under The Water

Protection Act including those designated for the management of nutrients in

accordance with the Nutrient Management Regulation (MR 62/2008).

“watershed” means a region draining into a waterway or water body, as designated

under Section 14 of The Water Protection Act.

“waterway” means any landscape feature (natural or artificial) that continuously or

intermittently transports water on the earth’s surface, including headwaters, rivers,

streams channels, creeks and drains.

“wetlands” means lands that are seasonally or permanently covered by shallow water

as well as lands where the water table is close to or at the surface, such as swamps,
marshes, bogs and fens.

“wildlife” means any wild species of plant or animal occurring in the Province of Manitoba.

“wildlife management area” means an area of Crown land established by provincial
regulation as a wildlife management area.




