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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In the Canadian prairies, flooding is most common in the spring as the snowfall accumulated
through the winter begins to melt and runoff. Spring flood risk is a combination of a number of
different factors some of which are determined in the fall, during the winter, and during the
spring period. The fall conditions report describes the state of various factors for which data is
available, that affect potential spring runoff and flood risk. The three key factors covered in this
report are the soil moisture at the time of freeze-up, base flows on rivers and water levels on
lakes prior to spring runoff, and to a lesser extent, long term forecasted winter precipitation as a
general indication of probable future weather. A central concept in water management is that
water doesn’t recognize political boundaries, therefore, as a downstream jurisdiction Manitoba’s
flood risk in some watersheds is determined in part by the conditions in upstream jurisdictions
including Saskatchewan and North Dakota.

One major factor that affects spring runoff potential is the soil moisture at the time of freeze-up.
The soil moisture before freeze-up is largely determined by the accumulated summer and fall
precipitation. Due to the late freeze-up this year and to capture the effect of late fall
precipitation, November rainfall was included in the analyses performed by the Hydrologic
Forecast Centre. All river basins in Manitoba have received normal to well above normal
precipitation between May and November. The Assiniboine, Qu'Appelle and Souris River
watersheds have all received above normal precipitation. The upstream watersheds of the
Saskatchewan River and the Lake Winnipegosis basins have received above normal to well
above normal precipitation between May and November. The Red River watershed received
normal to above normal precipitation between May and November. South-eastern Manitoba,
eastern and Interlake regions received normal precipitation during the same period. October
and November were particularly very wet compared to historic precipitation records. A Record
amount of rain occurred in October across much of Manitoba and Saskatchewan, with
precipitation in October was well above normal in all basins except the Red River basin, which
has received normal to below normal precipitation during the same period. Precipitation in
November was above normal to well above normal throughout the watersheds of the Red,
Souris, lower Assiniboine, Saskatchewan River Basins, including the Whiteshell Lakes and

Interlake regions.
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Due to the fall and summer precipitation patterns, the soil moisture before freeze-up is above
normal to well above normal for the Saskatchewan, Assiniboine, Souris and Qu’'Appelle Rivers,
as well as the watersheds of Lake Winnipegosis and Dauphin Lake. Above normal to well above
normal soil moisture indicates the potential for higher risk of spring flooding within these river
basins but flooding is still strongly dependent on future weather conditions, including winter and
spring precipitation, as well as melt conditions. Soil moisture in these basins is comparable with
the soil moisture observed in the fall of 2010, which led to record spring runoff in the spring of
2011. The soil moisture on the Red River basin is normal to above normal. Though the soil
moisture in the Red River basin is normal to above normal, it is less than the soil moisture
observed in the fall of 2010. The soil moisture in Interlake, Whiteshell lakes and Lake of the
Woods regions is generally near normal.

Another major factor that affects the potential spring flood risk is the base flow on rivers and
water levels on lakes prior to the spring runoff. Higher base flows and water levels indicate a
higher risk of spring flooding as there is more water already in the system before runoff occurs.
Base flows on many rivers and water levels on many lakes are above the normal flows and
levels for this time of the year. Lake Winnipegosis, Dauphin Lake and Lake of the Prairies
(Shellmouth reservoir) are at record high levels for this time of the year exceeding the previous
record set in the fall of 2010, which contributed to the flood of 2011. The Shellmouth reservoir
was used to store this year’s record inflows from the upper Assiniboine River during October
and November in order to mitigate downstream flooding of agricultural land and is now being
drawn down to create storage space for spring runoff. Lake Winnipeg is above the upper end of
the operating range and Lake Manitoba is near the upper end of the operating range. Both lakes

have maximum possible outflows. Lake St. Martin is above flood stage.

Most rivers are above the normal flow for this time of the year. The Assiniboine River at most
locations downstream of Shellmouth, the Carrot River and the Waterhen River are at record
high flows for this time of the year, exceeding the previous record set in the fall of 2010. Flows
on the Assiniboine River are high largely because of the release of 1,600 cfs from the
Shellmouth reservoir. It is planned to sustain these high outflows throughout most of the winter
to achieve the winter drawdown target. There could be a risk of ice jamming on the Assiniboine
River similar to what was experienced in the winter of 2010. The Fairford, Dauphin, and

Saskatchewan Rivers are at well above normal flows for this time of the year. The Qu’Appelle,
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Souris and Red Rivers currently have base flows that are also considered above normal for this

time of year.

The forecasted winter precipitation is also another indicator of the potential for spring flooding.
Though long term weather forecasts are not very reliable, they provide an indication of potential
future weather patterns. Environment Canada’s latest long term (December-January-February)
precipitation forecast indicates precipitation will be above normal for northern Manitoba
including the Lake Winnipegosis watershed. Precipitation is forecasted to be near normal in
southern Manitoba including the Red River basin. The US National Weather Service (NWS),
however, forecasts above normal precipitation for southern Manitoba and most of the Red river
basin, contrary to Environment Canada’s forecast. If above normal precipitation within these
basins occurs, it will lead to a high risk of major spring flooding. Even with normal precipitation,
the basins with high soil moisture could see above normal spring runoff. The Hydrologic
Forecast Center of Manitoba Infrastructure works in collaboration with Environment Canada, the
National Weather Service, and flood forecasters in neighbouring jurisdictions to regularly

monitor the winter precipitation patterns throughout these basins.

For the normal (average) winter weather conditions, the forecasted water levels for major lakes
and flows on major rivers throughout the winter on selected lakes and rivers are also given. The
Assiniboine River is forecasted to remain at record high flows until the spring runoff. This is
mainly due to the sustained release of high flows from the Shellmouth reservoir in order to
reduce the level in the reservoir in preparation for spring runoff. The Red River is expected to
remain above the upper decile, ninety percentile, flow until the spring runoff. Flows on the
Waterhen, Fairford and Dauphin Rivers will remain very high due to the high lakes levels from
where these rivers originate. Lake Manitoba is expected to remain near 812.4 to 812.5 ft
throughout the winter. Lake Winnipegosis will remain between 833.6 and 833.8 ft throughout the
winter. Lake St Martin is expected to reach near 803 ft before the spring runoff.

It is not very practical or feasible to provide a long term flood forecast for spring 2017 as
conditions could change significantly during the coming months. However, due to above normal
to well above normal soil moisture conditions and high base flow conditions, the Saskatchewan,
Assiniboine, Qu’Appelle, Red and Souris Rivers will be closely monitored. Conditions affecting
Dauphin Lake, Lake Winnipegosis, Lake Manitoba, and Lake St. Martin will also be closely
monitored leading up to the spring. Even with normal winter precipitation, these watersheds

could see major flooding if a fast melt rate or heavy spring rainfall were to occur in early spring.
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A single major weather storm, similar to the one that occurred in the summer of 2014, could

cause major flooding in Manitoba.

The preliminary assessment of the extremely wet soil moisture conditions, the above normal to
well above normal base flow and water level conditions and the near normal to above normal
future precipitation forecasts in our basins indicate the probable chance of moderate to major
flooding at some locations. However, looking back at some of the most significant historic flood
events, each flood cause is a combination of unique circumstances. Overestimating or under-
estimating the flood potential four month in advance of the spring runoff is very risky. The
hydrologic forecast center will continue to monitor the basin conditions closely and will release

spring flood outlooks through the winter as required.
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BACKGROUND

Runoff potential leading to a possible flood or drought is generally dependent on six major
factors: These are listed in the order of significance as:

Winter precipitation;

Soil moisture at freeze-up;
Effective spring rain (April rainfall);
Melt rate;

Frost index and;

2 T o

Base-flow conditions.

Historically, all of the above factors have effectively contributed to either a major flood or
drought. The combination of these factors is generally unique for each specific year and for
each specific basin across the province. Generally, the soil moisture at freeze-up, winter
precipitation, and base flow conditions are well known before spring melt and give a very strong

indication of flood or drought potential.

SUMMER AND FALL PRECIPITATION

Almost all of the major river basins which flow through Manitoba (The Assiniboine River, The
Red River, The Saskatchewan River, The Souris River and The Qu’Appelle River) have
received normal to above normal precipitation between May and October. The northern part of
the province, including the Pas and Lake Winnipegosis basin received well above normal
precipitation during this period. Figure 1 shows the comparison of precipitation received during
this period with normal conditions. In total, the Red River, the Assiniboine River, Whiteshell
Lakes, Upper Saskatchewan River and the Lake Winnipegosis basins received over 450 mm of
rain and in some areas over 500 mm of rain between May and October (Figure 2). Most other

basins received between 350 to 400 mm of rain during this period.

In particular, the months of October and November were extremely wet and received record
amount of precipitation at some locations. All Manitoba river and lake basins, with the exception
of the Red River basin, Whiteshell and Lake of the Woods areas, received well above normal

precipitation in October (Figure 3). The greatest accumulation of precipitation in October
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occurred in the northern part of the province near Lake Winnipegosis and The Pas. These areas
have received between 200 to 270 mm of rain, which is about half of the total precipitation
amount they would have received in the entire normal year (Figure 4) or about 7 to 8 times the
normal precipitation they would have received in the normal October. October precipitation in

the Red River basin was normal to below normal.

In November, most basins, including the Red River, the Souris River, the lower Assiniboine
River, the Upper Saskatchewan River, Interlake, Whiteshell Lakes, and Lake of the Woods
basins received above normal to well above normal precipitation (Figure 5). During this period,
the upper Assiniboine River and the Qu’Appelle River basins received near normal precipitation.
The Red River basin received between 30 to 60 mm of rain in November (Figure 6). The
combined October and November precipitations are above normal to well above normal for all
Manitoba basins, except the Red River and the Lake of the Woods basins, which received near
normal precipitation (Figure 7). This concentration of high precipitation later in the year will tend
to result in higher soil moisture conditions going into the winter, as there is less time for water to

infiltrate or evaporate from the soil column.

ALBERTA

ASKATEHIE VAN

IMANIN@BA

\Branidon)

MONTANA

Legend
EI< 50 (Well Below Normal)
CI50 - 85 (Below Normal)

Hydrologic Forecast Centre
Manitoba Infrastructure

% of Normal Precipitation :ff(;':gﬂ(:l::ﬂal)h‘ )
- ove Normal
May 2016 --- October of 2016 m> 150 (Weil Above Normal)
Data Sources: Agriculture/Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), 1:5,800,00

Manitoba Agriculture Food and Rural Development 0 80 160 320
(MAFRD), NOAA, etc. =

Figure 1. Percent Normal Precipitation (%) from May 1 to Oct 30, 2016.

6|Page



ALBERTA

La Rang!

. SASKATCHEWAN

S
@ -

r

MONTANA

Hydrologic Forecast Centre -'f;:;d
Manitoba Infrastructure 01350 - 400
Total Precipitation (mm) 21400 - 450 ' R i
May 1 - October 30 of 2016 o _ MINNESOTA
Data Sources: Agriculture/Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), 1:5.800.00 NORTH DAKQOTA )
Manitoba Agriculture Food and Rural Development M 80 s MuMnbah

(MAFRD), NOAA, etc.

Figure 2. Total Accumulated Precipitation (mm) from May 1 to Oct 30, 2016.

ALBERTA

L *"
MANITOE:

ONTARIO

.
[Red Lake

MONTANA

Legend

B < 50 (Well Below Normal)
150 - 85 (Below Normal)

Hydrologic Forecast Centre
Manitoba Infrastructure

4 '.Grand’Forks b\

% of Normal Precipitation 985 - 115 (Normal)

115 - 150 (Above Normal)
October 2016 = > 150 (Well Above Normal) \. .
Data Sources: Agriculiure/Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), 1:5.800 001 NORTH DAKOTA L
Manitoba Agriculture Food and Rural Development ° %0 60 120 |
(MAFRD), NOAA, efc. = mef’l Infrastructure

Figure 3. Percent Average Precipitation (%) in October 2016

7|Page



[T T 1]
CePA Oct 01 Oct 31

140- 150
30-140
20-130

EEsEete s s e

Figure 4. Accumulated Precipitation in October 2016

’ er
.
Lynn Lake
’
. .
Thompson .

4

MANITOBA

.
La Ronge

SASKATCHEWAN

.
Edmonton

.
Isiand Lak

(- ONTARIO

Swift Current,

L mnrfuge- .
X Bangy
W,

MONTANA
Hydrologic Forecast Centre Legend
Manitoba Infrastructure =1 < 50 (Well Below Normal)
D50 - 85 (Below Normal)
% of Normal Precipitation 185 - 115 (Normal) - o
115 - 150 (Above Normal) . - -
November of 2016 ™ > 150 (Well Above Normal) " 4 MINNESOTA
Data Sources: Agriculture/Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), 1:5,800,00 NORTH DAKOTA
Manitoba Agriculture Food and Rural Development o a0 Proas 1 320 Manitoba h
(MAFRD), NOAA, etc = 1 Infrastructure

Figure 5. Percent Average Precipitation (%) in November 2016

8|Page



' L H b -
R >
B P Py W =g
) ds [aKe [aiiows >
g ] b
Sl S TTITRE % LA
hd Pds A [T
5 T T “Sapan A
e L\MF‘M HuE >
[ [80-90 li _ i 7W4¢Lﬂa""fﬁfi > arfay [aRe
[ o imisaie L e e = Q
o - e s o
[ [e0-70 2R y Avs ™ H I
50- 60 Hijmboide y T .
40-50 p: L [ a2y % ki3
30-40 ar B ‘ SH
- o K anpra: i b o a5 [ |
[T [20-30 i i 6\\1 R 7
L T10- 20 N Yorklon LLl Ty (7 1°
0-10 e [N l \\5», L ed Lake
- N . e A | L]
0 - i | Estehal imli Ear kall
[Mdosk Jhw| Hegjnal 4’% ] T T
a [ A stk |
beaiscion TUR TOpRATT
i AN TR I Vidbndra e
Asbinjbola Webuin el D I S I A=
StEmpag
c sncgpn | | 1 LT RS
T~ ik
I I i
o !
8 g
g !
= et
Vi
]
o 4
[N
b Tl
N
K ;
7
) il ) ]

"
wigatre
and
4
:

ALBERTA

[SalRon: :"

MANITOEA

[a’e’rdﬂék

(O NTARIO

o a

o
" »

K

ra

MONTANA ) . -

Hydrologic Forecast Centre Legend
Manitoba Infrastructure 1< 50 (Well Below Normal)
L C50 - 85 (Below Normal) R
% of Normal Precipitation 85 - 115 (Normal) GrandForks
115 - 150 (Above Normal)
October 1 --—- November 30 of 2016 ||| J"" (Well Above Normal) N a MINNESOTA
Data Sources: Agriculture/Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), 1:5,800,000 NORTH DAKOTA }
Manitoba Agriculture Food and Rural Development o 80 160 320 Munifh)ba”
(MAFRD), NOAA, etc. o T il -, Infrastructure

Figure 7. Percent Normal Precipitation (%) in from Oct 1 to Nov 30, 2016.

9|Page



SOIL MOISTURE CONDITIONS

A number of different tools have been used to determine the soil moisture before freeze-up. The
most common method, which has been used for years, is Manitoba’s MANAPI model which is
expressed by the API (Antecedent Precipitation Index) method. The API index map for the fall of
2016 is shown in Figure 8. Manitoba Agriculture in association with Manitoba Infrastructure also
conduct routine surveys physically measuring soil moisture in the root zone across the province.
These results, which are usually presented in either percent water holding capacity of the soil or
millimetres of water available in the root zone, are presented in Figure 9 to 11. The other
common method is the Airborne Gamma Survey, which uses radiation technology from low-
flying aircraft to determine the soil moisture within the top 20 cm of soil. The Gamma Survey has
been conducted in the southern and south western Manitoba basins and the results are shown

on Figure 12.

The API model result indicates that soil moisture is normal to above normal for all of Manitoba
basins. The soil moisture is well above normal in the Lake Winnipegosis, Upper Saskatchewan
(near the Pas), and middle Assiniboine river basins. The APl model indicates the amount of
summer and fall rain (May to October or November) that remains in the soil layer and has yet to
contribute to runoff. It is a model that indicates the degree of saturation in the soil.

Soil samples collected at the root zone (0 to 120 cm or 0 to 4 ft depth) indicate the soil is
extremely saturated (saturation over 95% of water holding capacity) in the south eastern, south
western, western and northern regions of the province (Figure 9). This degree of saturation has
not been observed in recent years. With in these areas, there is over 300 mm of water stored in
the root zone (Figure 10). In other areas, the soil is saturated between 75% and 95% of water
holding capacity, with the exception of southern portion of the Interlake, which has less than
65% of saturation. Soil sample testes collected from the upper soil zone (0 to 30 cm or 0 to 1 ft

depth) also indicated the same degree of saturation (Figure 11).

The Gamma survey conducted between November 2 and November 8 indicated over 35%
saturation in the upper 20 cm of the soil in most southern basin. Saturation is in between 45%
and 65% in the Northern Red river basin and south western corner of the province. The

moisture content at the top 20 cm is significantly affected by the amount of rain that occurred a
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few days prior to the survey. However, the degree of saturation observed by the Gamma survey

is hot common in recent years.

The US National Weather Service (NWS) in their fall conditions report have also indicated over
70% of saturation, at some areas over 99% of saturation in the Red River basin as of November
22 (Figure 13 to 14). The NWS statement reads “Overall, current soil moisture anomalies are
quite high across northern North Dakota, across most of the Red River Basin, and across most
of southern Minnesota.”

The soil moisture is relatively high throughout Manitoba and Saskatchewan and is comparable
with the soil moisture observed in the fall of 2010. The exception is the Red River watershed
and southeastern Manitoba, which have drier soil moisture conditions than the fall of 2010.

w%: : Eynin Lake.
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Figure 8. Antecedent Precipitation Index for 2016.
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Ayxerage Soil Moisture (%) - November of 2016

Amount of Available Moisture in the Root Zone (0-120 cm)
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The colours on this map represent measured
soil moisture values from soil samples
collected at 105 sites across Manitoba. The
sampling sites were chosen based on
locations whose soils reprensent the
surrounding areas. Soil properties such as
bulk density, field capacity and willing point
were estimated for each soil based on their
physical characteristics.
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Figure 9. Soil moisture in % in root zone (0 to 120 cm) based on field measurements

Avegrage Soil Moisture (mm) - November of 2016
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The colours on this map represent measured
soil moisture values from soil samples
collected at 105 sites across Manitoba. The
sampling sites were chosen based on
locations whose soils reprensent the
surrounding areas. Soil properties such as
bulk density, field capacity and willing point
were estimated for each soil based on their
physical characteristics.
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Figure 10. Soil moisture in mm in root zone (0 to 120 cm) based on field measurements
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Ayerage Soil Moisture (%) - November of 2016

Amount of Available Moisture in the Top Zone (0-30 cm)
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sampling sites were chosen based on
locations whose soils reprensent the
surrounding areas. Soil properties such as
bulk density, field capacity and willing point
were estimated for each soil based on their
physical characteristics
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Figure 11. Soil moisture content in % in top zone (0 to 30 cm) based on field measurements
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Figure 12. Soil Moisture from Gamma Survey conducted between Nov 02 — Nov 08, 2016
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Calculated Soil Moisture Anomaly (mm)
OCT 26, 2016
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“Overall, current soil moisture anomalies are quite high
across northern North Dakota, across most of the Red
River Basin, and across most of southern Minnesota.” NWS

Figure 13. Calculated soil moisture anomaly (mm), from the NWS
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Figure 14. Calculated soil moisture ranking percentile, from the NWS
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BASE CONDITIONS

Rivers

Most of the major rivers have above normal flows for this time of year. Flows on the
Saskatchewan River, Carrot River, Waterhen River and the Assiniboine River are at or near the
record high flows for this time of the year. Recent of the high flows on the Assiniboine River
come from the release of the Shellmouth reservoir, which is at a high level for this time of year.
The Shellmouth Dam was used to capture the runoff from the upper Assiniboine River this fall in
order to mitigate flooding on downstream agricultural land. The reservoir is now being drawn
down to prepare spring runoff which will result in high flows on the Assiniboine River throughout
the winter. Flows on the Red River, the Qu’Appelle River, the Souris River, the Dauphin River,
and the Fairford River are at or above the upper decile conditions. The upper decile indicates
that flows are below this level at this time for 90% of the historical record; or flows and levels
meet or exceed the upper decile on average once in every 10 years. Hydrographs for the major
rivers are shown in Figures 15 to 27. These figures represent the flows on the rivers prior to
freeze-up. High base flows and water levels during the spring runoff could increase the
potential for spring flooding. Higher base flows also indicate high soil moisture content. Current

flows for main rivers at selected locations are listed in Table 1.
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Table 1. Flows for main rivers at selected locations as of November 30, 2016

Location Flow (cfs) Normal Flows in
November 30 (cfs
Red River Emerson 3,884 2,024
Ste. Agathe 4,136 1,983
Assiniboine River Russell 1,595 300
Miniota 2809 604
Brandon 3,180 646
Holland 4,541 853
Headingley 4,558 729
Shellmouth Dam Release Shellmouth 1586
Souris River Wawanesa 421 52
Melita 235 44
Souris 195 50
Qu'Appelle River Welby 556 240
Fairford River Near Fairford 7,053 1,712
Dauphin River Near Dauphin 7,747 1,173
Waterhen River Near Waterhen 10,541 1,861
Lake St. Martin Emergency Out. [Lake St. Martin 0
Channel
Lakes

All major lakes (Lake Winnipeg, Lake Manitoba, Lake Winnipegosis, Dauphin Lake, Lake St.
Martin, and Lake of the Prairies) are above normal for this time of the year. Lake Winnipegosis,
Dauphin Lake, and Lake of the Prairies (Shellmouth Reservoir) are at record high levels for this
time of the year. Lake Winnipeg is above the upper operating range of 715 ft. Lake Manitoba is
near the upper operating range of 812.5 ft. Lake St Martin is at 801.8 ft, above the flood stage of
801.7 ft. Water level hydrographs for these lakes are shown on Figures 28 to 32. The inflows
into Lake of the Prairies (Shellmouth Reservoir) and Lake Winnipegosis are at record high
levels since October. Lake of the Prairies (Shellmouth Reservoir) is being operated in
consultation with the Shellmouth Liaison Committee (SLC). The level is expected to be drawn
down to the lowest allowable level of 1386 ft before the spring runoff (Figure 33). If significant
spring runoff occurs on top of the already high lake levels, this could induce major flooding

around Manitoba’s lakes.
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FORECASTED LEVELS AND FLOWS OVER THE WINTER PERIOD

Base flows are extremely hard to forecast due to the frozen ground conditions and the effect of
ice on flows and levels on rivers and lakes. For the normal (average) conditions, the forecasted
levels and flows throughout the winter period on selected lakes and rivers are shown in Figures
25 to 33. The Assiniboine River is forecasted to remain at record high levels until the spring
runoff. This is mainly due to the sustained release of high flows from the Shellmouth reservoir in
order to reduce the level in the reservoir to 1386 ft in preparation for spring runoff. The target of
1386 ft level is the lowest level the lake can be drawn down to based on the operation
guidelines. The Red River is expected to remain above the upper decile, ninety percentile, flow
until the spring runoff. The upper decile, ninety percentile, flow indicates historic recorded flows
were less than the current flow for 90% of the time; or flow equalled or exceeded the current
flow on average once in 10 years. Flows on the Waterhen, Fairford River Dauphin Rivers will

remain very high due to the high lake levels.

Lake Manitoba is expected to remain near 812.4 to 812.5 ft throughout the winter. Lake
Winnipegosis will remain between 833.6 and 833.8 ft throughout the winter. Lake St Martin is
expected to reach near 803 ft before the spring runoff. The current lake levels and the expected
level by March 31, 2017 (before the 2017 spring runoff) are given in Table 2.

Table 2. Current lake levels and the expected level by March 30, 2017 (before the 2017 spring runoff)

Operating Range or Long Expected Level by

Current Level (ft) Term Averag March 30, 2017 (ft

Lake Manitoba 812.58 810.5-812.5 812.4 - 812.5
Lake Winnipeg 715.84 711 -715

Lake St. Martin 801.8 803

Lake Winnipegosis 834.52 830.5 833.6 - 833.8
Dauphin Lake 856.96 853.0 — 854.8 855.8 - 856.0
Whitewater Lake 1631.6 1628 1631.7-1631.8
Shellmouth 1404.38 1386
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Figure 18. Assiniboine River Flows near Russell
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Figure 20. Assiniboine River Flows near Miniota
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Figure 21. Assiniboine River Flows near Holland
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Figure 23. Waterhen River near Waterhen
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Figure 24. Fairford River near Fairford
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Figure 25. Dauphin River near Dauphin River
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Figure 26: Saskatchewan River Flows at the Pas
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Figure 27. Carrot River near Turnberry
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Figure 28. Lake Winnipeg Water Levels
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Figure 29. Dauphin Lake Water Levels
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Figure 30. Lake Manitoba Water Levels
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Figure 31. Lake Winnipegosis Water Level
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Figure 32. Lake St.

Martin Water Levels
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Figure 33. Lake of the Prairies (Shellmouth Reservoir) Water Levels
WINTER PRECIPITATION (LONG TERM PRECIPITATION FORECAST)

Environment Canada recently issued a long term precipitation forecast for the months of
December, January and February (Figure 34). Based on the forecast it is expected that the
northern part of Manitoba and Saskatchewan will receive above normal winter precipitation.
Near normal precipitation is forecasted for the southern part of the province including the Red
River basin. Environment Canada’s long term forecast for the southern part of the province is
inconsistent with the forecast issue by the National Weather Service Climate Prediction Centre.
The NWS Climate Prediction Center is forecasting above normal precipitation within the Red
River Basin for December, January and February (Figure 35). The NWS Climate Prediction
Center also forecasts above normal precipitation within the Red River Basin for January,
February, and March (Figure 36). Experience indicates that these long term forecasts are more
accurate for the first month of the forecast cycle and conditions start to deviate significantly
further into the future. Generally, long term weather forecasts are not as reliable as short term
forecasts, and this is partly why the long term precipitation forecasts are not consistent at this

time.
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Precipitation Anomaly Outlook Apercu de I'anomalie de précipitations

Period: December 2016 January-February 2017 Période: décembre 2016 janvier- février 2017

Produced on 30 November 2016 Produit le 30 novembre 2016
Based on 3 equiprobable categories Basé sur 3 catégories équiprobables = o
from 1981 -2010 climatology de la climatologie 1981 -2010

Figure 34. Environment Canada Extended Precipitation Forecast
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Figure 36. NWS’ three month (January, February, & March) precipitation outlook, NWS
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

It is important to note that while the conditions in this report may appear alarming in some
areas, it still very early in the season and many things can happen before spring runoff actually
occurs. The fall conditions report is the first step taken to prepare for potential spring flooding,
and as more data is available as conditions unfold throughout the winter, the accuracy and
confidence for flood forecast data will improve. While it is prudent to plan ahead and to prepare,
over estimating or under estimating the flood potential four month in advance of the spring
runoff is very risky. The Hydrologic Forecast Center of Manitoba Infrastructure will continue to
monitor the basin conditions closely and provide spring flood outlooks as required through the

winter.

Examining the conditions present during some of the most significant historic flood years, such
as the 1995 flood on the Assiniboine River, the 1997 flood on the Red River and the 2011 flood
on the Assiniboine, Souris, Qu'Appelle and Red Rivers indicate that the origin of each flood was
a combination of some unique circumstances and not necessarily the result of only the
conditions which are known at this time of year. The below paragraphs summarize the three
major factors: Soil moisture, Winter Precipitation, and spring precipitation, that have contributed
to the above mentioned significant flood years. As can be seen in the below paragraphs, early

indicators are not always reflective of future conditions.
1995

Leading to the 1995 flood on the Assiniboine River, the soil moisture in the fall of 1994 was near
normal on the Assiniboine and Qu’Appelle river basins. The soil moisture was above normal on
the Souris and the Red River watersheds (Figure 37). However, the November 1994 to March
1995 winter precipitation was above normal to well above normal on almost all Manitoba basins
(Figure 38). A record flood was observed on the Upper Assiniboine and a moderate flood was

observed on the Red, the Souris, and the Qu’'Appelle Rivers.
1997

Leading to the 1997 flood on the Red River, the soil moisture in the fall of 1996 was near normal
on all Manitoba basins (Figure 39). However, the November 1996 to March 1997 winter

precipitation was above normal to well above normal on almost all Manitoba basins (Figure 40).

30|Page



A record flood was observed on the Red River and a moderate flood was observed on the
Upper Assiniboine, the Souris, and the Qu’'Appelle Rivers. Early April blizzard and timing of the
local runoff with the American water was coincident which added to the spring peak of the 1997
flood.

2011

Leading to the 2011 flood on the Assiniboine, the Souris, and the Qu’Appelle Rivers, the soil
moisture in the fall of 2010 was above normal to well above normal on all Manitoba basins
(Figure 41). The November 2010 to March 2011 winter precipitation was near normal to above
normal on the Assiniboine, Qu’Appelle and the Souris River basins. The winter precipitation was
below normal to above normal for the Red River basin (Figure 42). A record flood was observed
on the on the Assiniboine, the Souris, and the Qu’Appelle Rivers and a moderate flood was
observed on the Red River. The Assiniboine, Souris, and Qu’Appelle Rivers also experienced

multiple flood peaks, which were significantly influenced by spring and summer precipitation

events.
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Figure 37. Antecedent Precipitation Index (API) in the fall of 1994
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Figure 38. Percent normal winter precipitation prior to the flood of 1995.
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Figure 39. Antecedent Precipitation Index (API) in the fall of 1996
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Figure 42. Percent normal winter precipitation prior to the flood of 2011
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