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RXE: Lake Manitoba and Lake St. Martin Outlet Channels Project

I am writing fo vou today with regard to the environmental review, Crown consmt tion, and
licensing process for the Lake Manitoba and Lake St. Mariin Outlet Channels Project (the
Project). The Premier of Manitoba has stated that the Province of Manitoba will be embm {ing on
one of the "most comprehensive, thorough and robust” constitutional consultations in the history
of the province. As the President of the Metis government in Manitoba, 1 have significant
concerns about the Project’s review process, the foreseeable impacts to the M amfoba Metis
Cammumty {the Community), the futwre of water diversion in Manitoba and the lack of
neaningfl consultation undertaken to dafe.

¢ long-term impacts on our Community’s coilectively
that the engagement and corzsultaiion p.ocesses will

. h ificance of these impacts. As vou are a )
tn largest Indigenous Nation in Canada and the Manitoba Metis Com umty is the awost
Indigenous community in Manitoba. Our citizens are the dominant popuk.t,on around the lakes
and watersheds that will be impacted by this Project and these waters are critical to supporting the
traditicnal economies and way of life of our people. Furthermore, our Community has
experienced unaddressed ’mp cls for many generations through the Provichialv approved
diversion and regulation of waterbodies, such as the current Lake St. Martin Channel and the
Fairford Dam. wan the significance of the prqect on critical issues such as the futare of water
diversicn, the potential spread of invasive species, and the health of our fisheries, the potential for
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impacis to our Comq unity 1s significant.

As the Minister of Sustainable Developmeni, your Department will be undertaking an
environmental review of the Project and has the responsibility to ensure that Manitoba
[nfrastructure’s engagement and consulfation processes with our Community appropriately hear



our Community’s concerns, study the full scope of potential impacts of the Project on our
Community, and whether Manitoba Infrastructure has addressed the concems and impacts and
accommodations on the rights, claims and interests of our Metis citizens for generations to come.
As the provincial licenser of the Project, it is the responsibility of those in your Depariment to

develop accommodation measures and licensing conditions in response to any of our
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concems and impacts which lead to the meaningful involvement of
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he Project.

Community’s unaddresse
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our Community in the monitoring and follow up programs throughout the lifecycle of ¢
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These licensing conditions and accommodation measures must be reflective of Manitoba
Infrastructure’s engagement and consultation process that has been undertaken with our
Community and it is clear that if that process is inadequate, then the licensing conditions will
need to be comprehensive enough to fulfill the Crown’s duiy fo consult and accommodate
obligations to the Manitoba Metis Community.

I believe the Project is in the best interest of Manitobans and the Metis Nation’s Manitoba Met

Community has a role to play in the sustainability of both the environment and the cconomy. Itis
clear that consultation must go beyond the basic requirements of hearing concems and providing
a response and work towards advancing the process of reconciliation between the Crown and the
Manitoba Metis Community. The depth and nature of our Community’s involvement 1 this
process will be fundamental to the long-term relationship between the Community and the

Provincial Crown.

I recently advised federal Ministers McKenna and Leblanc that the MME has been supportive of
the process undertaken by Manitoba Infrastructure, however, this support hinges on the
coordination of a federal, provincial and Metis government process to emsure that the path
forward fully considers the impact of the project on the rights, claims and interests of our citizens,
integrates the concerns they have brought forward and addresses areas of mitigation as required.
In that correspondence, I have detailed my concerns about the process thus far, the comments
made by vour Cabinet colleagues regarding consultation with our Community on this Project, and
requested that discussicns on this Project take place at a Nation to Nation, government fo
government level to ensure our Community is appropriately involved at all stages of Project
licensing, construction and operation.

The MMF continues to smphasize the need for a coordinated approach between the MME,
responsible federal authorities and your Department to ensure our Community is meaningiully
engaged and consulted on this Project. We look forward to working with vou as the Project
moves forward and would be happy to mest with you fo discuss the matters addressed i this
Jetter. Please contact my Executive and Special Assistance, Amanda Boudreau, via phone at 204-
586-8474, extension 279, or via email at aboudreau@mmfmb.ca to set a meeting date.
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sident David Chartrand, LL.D. (hon),0.M.

ey Jack Park, MMF Minister Responsible for Energy and Infrastructure
Ron Schuler, Minister, Manitoba Infrastructure
Elaine Clarke, Minister, Indigenous and Northern Relations



Webb, Bruce (SD)

Attachments: CEAALetterLSM_LM_Funding_1June2018.pdf;
PROPOSAL_AnishinaabeAgowidiiwinan_Firelight_LMLSM-Ecology_01MAY2018.pdf;
PROPOSAL_AnishinaabeAgowidiiwinan_Firelight_LMLSM-Regulatory_01MAY2018.pdf;
PROPOSAL_AnishinaabeAgowidiiwinan_Firelight LMLSM-SEIA_01MAY2018.pdf;
PROPOSAL_AnishinaabeAgowidiiwinan_Firelight_LMLSM-TUS_01MAY2018.pdf

From: Anishinaabe Agowidiiwinan [mailto:office @treaty2.com]

Sent: June-08-18 12:46 PM

To: minister.ec@canada.ca; Sustainable Development, Minister (LEG) <minsdev@leg.gov.mb.ca>;
mimindnr@leg.gov.mb.ca

Ce: council-of-chiefs@treaty2.com; landandwater@treaty2.com; treaty2 @icloud.com <dmmit@leg.gov.mb.ca>; Allard,
Mark (MI) <Mark.Allard@gov.mb.ca>; susan.tiege @ceaa-acee.gc.ca; anna.kessler@ceaa-acee.gc.ca;
heather.smith@ceaa-acee.gc.ca; Webb, Bruce (SD) <Bruce.Webb@gov.mb.ca>; Missyabit, Ron (SD)
<Ron.Missyabit@gov.mb.ca>; McDonald, Christina (SD) <Christina.McDonald@gov.mb.ca>; Braun, Tracey (SD)
<Tracey.Braun@gov.mb.ca>

Subject:

Dear Ministers,
Re: Proposed Lake Manitoba and Lake St. Martin Outlet Channels Megaproject

I am writing on behalf of Anishinaabe Agowidiiwinan — Treaty No. 2 in relation to the proposed Lake Manitoba and Lake
St. Martin Outlet Channels Megaproject (“the Project”) within our Territory. When the Grand Council is not meeting,
the Council of Chiefs and Land and Water Council represents all nine (9) Anishinaabe Nations within Treaty No. 2 in the
current and upcoming federal environmental assessments (“EA”) and regulatory processes related to the Project.

In order to identify potential adverse impacts of the Project on our Nations, we require resources to undertake a full
and proper assessment of project effects on our rights-based knowledge and use, the environment and socio-economic
conditions. In addition, we require capacity support to ensure meaningful participation in the federal EA process.

Attached you will find four (4) proposals related to supporting our Nations’ participation in the current federal EA,
including associated studies that Treaty No.2 have identified as critically important for reaching these objectives. Both
the meaningful participation of our Nations in the EA and the sufficiency of studies to inform decisions regarding the
Project are essential to fulfilling the Free, Prior and Informed Consent requirements set out under the United Nations
Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). Please note that should a separate provincial EA process be
announced, additional funding support will be required to ensure our ability to participate meaningfully in that process
as well.

In view that the federal EA for the Project is already underway, and to avoid unnecessary delays, we request that you
respond to our request for funds in an expedited fashion. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
our Senior Official by phone at (204) 648-6268 or by email at office@treaty2.com.

Sincerely,
Grand Chief Norman Bone



Agricultural Conservation Co-Op Inc.
-

Macdoanid, MB
ROH 0S80

Presideni: Terrv Simpson — 204-857-8102
Vice President: Ray Ver‘,c, —204-428-3074
Secretarv: Rvan Koprzie 204- 23 9—4 "’84
Treasurer: Darlene Rice Doty ~ 204-274-2764

June 13, 2018

Bruce Webb, Environniental Enginecr
Manitoba Sustainable Development
1007 Century Strect

Winnipeg, MB

R3H 0W4

Email: bruce.webb{@gov.mb.ca

Dear Bruce,

Delta Agricultural Conservation Co-Op Inc. has a membership of over one hundred consisting of farming
and livestock producers. cottage owners and business owners who support agriculture, waterfow! and
recreation in the Portage la Praide and Delia area.

With the high levels on Lake Manitoba and Lake St. Martin in recent years there is no question of the need
and benefit of the Outlet Channels project. It is not our intention to delay or ston these charnels from
being built, however stake holders around Lake Manitoba and along the Poriage Diversion want o ensure
that the Government is aware that there are issues stemming from the continued use of the Portage
Diversion to divert water itom the Assiniboinc River through these lakes

We are wondering if the Environmental Assessment would include the Portage Diversion and Lake
Manitoba, as these two areas are being affected.

There is an ongeing salinity study being done along the Portage Diversion. This study is looking into the
negative effects that the diversion is having on the adjacent land. Do you know if this study will be
included in the environmental assessment study that is being proposed for the outlet chanpels?

We have attached a package containing our problems for you to review.

We would be available to discuss any questions vou might have for us and lock forward to vour reply.

" Darlene Rxcv Doty
Treasurer
Delta Agricuitural Conservation Co-Op Inc.
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