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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 27, 2023 4:16 PM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: Crystal Spring Colony Development

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

I would like to voice my objection to the proposed development. Please do all in your power to protect 
Lake Winnipeg. I hope that a thorough Environmental Assessment is conducted prior to any further 
development. There is no way the corresponding flow of affluent show be allowed in this flood zone and 
environmentally sensitive area that flows directly into Lake Winnipeg. The algae blooms on Lake 
Winnipeg this Fall have been extreme and we should make the problem better, not worse!  
 
Sincerely, 

 

 You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important  
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 23, 2023 11:45 PM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Cc:
Subject: Crystal Spring Colony Wastewater Lagoon File 6193.00

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

Dear Mr. Coulibaly, 
 
I saw the notice requesting public input into the proposed Crystal Spring Colony wastewater lagoon. As  a 
long-time cottager on Lake Winnipeg, my family and I regularly recreate on Lake Winnipeg, and have been 
very saddened to see the increasing degradation of the lake over the past couple decades, and the terrible 
algal blooms that increasingly plague the lake every summer. I am aware that these are primarily caused by 
heavy loads of phosphorus and potassium from run-off of pesticides and herbicides as well as manure from all 
of the farming activity in the Red River basin, that dumps into Lake Winnipeg. ALL levels of government need 
to be doing more to reduce pollution into Lake Winnipeg, not add to it as this new sewage lagoon would do, 
so I am entirely opposed to the creation of this or any new wastewater lagoons that dump into our 
waterways. 
 
I am copying in my federal MP Ben Carr and my provincial MLA Heather Stefanson. 
 
Many thanks for including my comments into the record of public commentary, and I hope that permission for 
this lagoon is denied. 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
 

 You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important  
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 23, 2023 11:49 PM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: RE: 7317434 Manitoba LTD., Crystal Springs Colony New Development Wastewater 

Lagoon – File #6193.00 PROPOSED Current Location SE 28-18-3EPM  Letter in 
Opposition to the Current Proposed Location

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

 
 

November 21, 2023 

Housseini Coulibaly 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
Manitoba Environmental and Climate Change 
14 Fultz Boulevard (Box 65) 
Winnipeg, MB R3Y 0L6 
housseini.coulibaly@gov.mb.ca 
  

RE: 7317434 Manitoba LTD., Crystal Springs Colony New Development Wastewater Lagoon – File 
#6193.00 PROPOSED Current Location SE 28-18-3EPM 

Letter in Opposition to the Current Proposed Location 

  

I am a local area landowner, and am opposed to the proposed lagoon on SE 28-18-3EPM in the RM of 
Armstrong which also borders the RM of Gimli for the following reasons: 

1.     Foul smell and odour from the lagoon due to it being located so close to area residential dwellings 
and neighbouring properties. 

a.     The proposed location of the lagoon is closer to neighbouring residences/homes than 
it is to the colony residences. This should never be allowed. It’s like the colony is saying to 
local residents that we do not want to smell the stink from our lagoon, but it is okay for our 
neighbours to smell it. The Environment Act should provide a provision that prevents this 
as a possibility. As well, legislation is needed to ensure that any lagoon location must be a 
minimum of 400 metres from any dwelling or adjacent land that is owned by someone 
other than the lagoon proponent. 

 You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important  
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2.     Health, safety, and environmental hazard concerns due to the lagoon being so close to residential 
dwellings. Such as contamination of drinking water and potentially causing severe illnesses in humans. 

a.     The proposal for the lagoon does not identify/include an outlet for it. This is not correct 
and is very misleading, as people reviewing the proposal will not be made aware that the 
lagoon effluent (sewage water) will be regularly drained into the local ditch, and within a 
half kilometre, run into Willow Creek. The hundreds of area residents along Willow Creek, 
including those in Siglavik and Miklavik, must be made aware that the colony’s sewage 
effluent will be draining into their backyards and recreational areas. In addition, the 
proposal does not include any details about the volume of the lagoon effluent discharged 
on an annual basis, the duration of time discharge will occur, nor the dates when 
discharge will occur. These must be included in the lagoon proposal announcement in 
order for the local people to be able to properly assess its effects on their lives. 

b.     All lagoons eventually leak because of liner failure or overland flooding. I have 
concerns that the lagoon will contaminate runoff water and the ground water aquifer 
which is the main source of drinking water for the area residents, including Sandy Hook 
and Winnipeg Beach. The aquifer water runs in a southeasterly direction from the lagoon 
which puts the drinking water source for many hundreds of people at risk. 

3.     The proposed lagoon will also be used for waste treatment from the abattoir on the colony. How will 
the effluent from the lagoon be sanitized to ensure that no animal diseases will be passed into the local 
ditch or Willow Creek. Many animal diseases, like avian influenza, can be transmitted to humans and 
animals and can persist in lagoon discharge unless it is effectively decontaminated. There are some 
diseases, like prion diseases BSE (mad cow), that can persist even after the lagoon discharge is treated. 
What will be done to ensure that no animal pathogen will enter the Willow Creek and area ecosystem? 

4.     The original public announcement of the proposed lagoon was placed in the wrong newspaper. Most 
Gimli (Siglavik, Mitlavik), Husavik, Sandy Hook and Winnipeg Beach residents regularly read the Gimli 
Express, not the Stonewall Argus. There should be an additional public announcement in the Gimli 
Express with a revised later response date for appropriate public engagement. In addition, there is a 
need for a public meeting in Gimli on this matter, hosted by the Environment Department. 

5.     Willow Creek and its associated water sources where the lagoon will drain into are known spawning 
streams for important commercial fish species, like pickerel and northern pike, as well as bait fish like 
sucker, perch, several minnow species and other important aquatic species. I have concern that the 
lagoon effluent will degrade the Willow Creek ecosystem and negatively impact its value to associated 
species. 

6.     Unsightliness of a lagoon so close to existing residential properties and along a main market road 
and bus route. 

7.     It will negatively impact in the manner of which local area residents will be able to use the 
ditch/drain, and Willow Creek which runs into Lake Winnipeg. Willow Creek, and its outlet into Lake 
Winnipeg, is used year-round for recreational activities by the area residents and their families. 

8.     A significant decrease in our property value due to the lagoon being so close to residential dwellings 
or properties, therefore creating a deterrent for people who would otherwise want to live here. 

My intent is to work together in a collaborative manner with Crystal Springs Colony, and for your 
department to understand and mitigate concerns, which I feel will negatively impact ourselves, as well 
as our families. 
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I am requesting that Crystal Springs Colony relocate the proposed location of the lagoon, to where there 
are no human habitats/dwellings and away (more than 400 metres) from other residential properties. A 
suggestion may be as follows: 

1.     The far northwest corner of NW 28-18-3EPM. 

2.     Placing a smaller limit on the number of people that can live at the colony and be served by a smaller 
lagoon – 100 people maximum. 

3.     Not to approve the lagoon proposal and require the colony to have a sewage holding tank which is 
regularly emptied into the municipal sewage treatment system just like many area residents are already 
required to do. 

I thank you for taking the time in allowing me the opportunity to express our concerns, thank you in 
advance for your re-consideration of the proposed site. 

  

Sincerely, 
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 23, 2023 8:55 AM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: crystal spring colony new development 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

Hi Housseini, 
 

 and I live in Gimli, Manitoba. I am concerned to hear of the proposed new 
development in the RM of Armstrong as I fear it does not consider the best interests of our creeks, 
and ultimately, our lake. Our creeks are home to an abundance of wildlife despite the fact that the 
water already has a high nutrient load. I worry that this new development will put this delicate 
ecosystem at further risk. I oppose the new development for this reason.  
 

 

 You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important  
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 17, 2023 7:25 AM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: Crystal Spring Colony Lagoon

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

 
I am writing regarding the proposed development of a lagoon in the RM of Armstrong by the Crystal 
Spring Colony. 
Our family resides in the RM of Gimli ,  

i. 
The proposal states that the discharge of the lagoon would be into Willow Creek.  
Willow creek not only runs along and through our farm property, it then drains into the water 
surrounding Miklavik and Siglavik before entering Lake Winnipeg which our retail business and the 
business community relies on for tourism dollars. 
I strongly believe that the construction of a lagoon in this location could have a disastrous effect on 
the environment and ecosystem in Willow Creek and Lake Winnipeg ,this in turn will effect the 
economic climate in Gimli. 
 
Sincerely  

 

 You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important  
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 30, 2023 4:59 PM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: Wastewater Lagoon Proposal – File: 6193.00

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

Dear Mr. Coulibaly,  
 

 I am writing in response to this 
Notice to request that you recommend that the Minister cause the commission to hold a 
public hearing pursuant to ss 11(10) of the Environment Act.  The proposed wastewater lagoon would be 
in extremely close proximity to Lake Winnipeg as well as a creek connected to the Lake, and appears 
to be intended to hold waste from a significant number of farmed animals.  This proposal has generated 
significant public concern and debate but the comment period appears to have been too short (approx. 
2wks) to enable meaningful public comment and engagement.   learned of the 
proposal only in recent days and thus have not had the ability to review the proposal in depth to provide 
detailed comments by today's deadline. 
 
Given the significant public interest in protecting Lake Winnipeg and preventing further degradation of 
the Lake caused by waste from farming operations, as well as the lack of meaningful opportunity for 
public comment  and debate on the proposal to date, a public hearing is warranted.  Transparent, public, 
and science-based decision-making is necessary in this instance and the best way to achieve that is 
through a public hearing. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
--  

 

 

 

  

 

 You don't often get email from Learn why this is important  
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 message may contain confidential and/or privileged information. If you are not the addressee or authorized to receive this for the 

addressee, you must not use, copy, disclose or take any action based on this message or any information herein. If you have received this 
message in error, please advise the sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete this message. Thank you. 
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 21, 2023 11:13 AM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: Crystal Springs Colony - Wastewater Lagoon

 November 21, 2023 Attention: houssei ni. c oulibaly@ gov. mb. c a Re: 7317434 MANIT OBA LTD. – CRYSTAL SPRING COLONY NEW DEVELOPMENT – WASTEWATER LAGOON – File 6193. 00 Environmental Approvals Branch Manit oba Environment and Climate Change 14 Fultz  
ZjQcmQR YFpfptBannerStart  

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the source.  
ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  
  
ZjQcmQR YFpfptBanner End 

 
November 21, 2023 
 
Attention: housseini.coulibaly@gov.mb.ca 
 
 
Re: 7317434 MANITOBA LTD. – CRYSTAL SPRING COLONY NEW DEVELOPMENT – 
WASTEWATER LAGOON – File 6193.00 
 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
Manitoba Environment and Climate Change 
14 Fultz Boulevard (Box 35) 
Winnipeg MB R3Y 0L6 
  
Attention: housseini.coulibaly@gov.mb.ca 
 
As a private citizen  , t I 
have serious concerns about the continued excessive nutrient loading of Lake Winnipeg and 
associated drains, streams and rivers. 
 

 You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important  
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Pictures taken by myself on 
October 1, 2023 at the Gimli Harbour. 
 
 
We have enough problems with existing municipal waste disposal standards not being met, so we certainly don’t 
need to add to the problem.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sent from my iPhone 











1

Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 25, 2023 11:46 AM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: 7317434 Manitoba Ltd. Crystal Spring Colony New Development - Waste water Lagoon

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

Dear Sir;  
I want to express my concern over this project and the environmental impact that it may/ will have on the 
Willow Creek area and ultimately on Lake Winnipeg itself.  
My concern is that this area is already an extremely fragile watershed and adding any treated waste 
water to this area will have nothing but a negative effect on an area already stretched to its limits.  
It is my belief that this area must be protected from waste water dumping whether it is treated or not. 
I would encourage an alternative measure to this proposed plan. 
Thank you for your time. 
Sincerely 

 

 You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important  
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 20, 2023 1:09 PM
To:  Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: Proposed Colony Lagoon Armstrong

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

Hello,  
 
I am writing to express my concerns about the proposed lagoon for the Crystal Springs Hutterite Colony 
in Armstrong. 
 
Building a wastewater lagoon near a lake and in an overland flood region raises several environmental 
concerns. The proximity to the lake could pose risks of contamination and potential harm to aquatic life 
if not managed properly. Additionally, constructing in an overland flood region might elevate the risk of 
pollution spreading during flooding events, affecting surrounding ecosystems and water sources. 
  
The construction of a chicken farm near the lake also raises concerns related to potential environmental 
impacts. Waste runoff from the farm, such as excess nutrients and chemicals, could contaminate the 
lake water, affecting its quality and ecosystem. The accumulation of chicken waste, if not managed 
effectively, might lead to water pollution, harming aquatic life and possibly causing algal blooms. 
 
I am concerned about the lack of information being made available to council and residents. 
 
Please take a close look at this development, and shut it down if it will have even a small possibility of 
environmental damage. 
 
I would appreciate an update. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 
 

 You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important  
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 24, 2023 9:02 AM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: Re: 7317434 Manitoba Limited - Crystal Spring Colony new development waste water 

lagoon - File 6193.00

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

I am writing with great concern to the proposed project.  
 
The sewage lagoon will discharge next to Willow Creek, and ultimately into Lake Winnipeg. It will initially 
treat waste from a sizeable number of livestock, slaughter waste and human waste to begin with.  This 
sewage lagoon will likely have  a high output of nitrogen and phosphorus due to waste from animal 
slaughter. Furthermore, the location of this is very close to Lake Winnipeg, ( about 5 miles) offering less 
opportunity for nutrients to be absorbed by the waterbody and plants. 
 
That nutrient load is already far too high.  We depend on wetlands to keep our Lake healthy as well.  A 
wetland has a saturation point.  Any additional phosphorus and nitrogen in that Creek brings us closer to 
that tipping point where things will change significantly for the worse.  
 
Our lakes are already stressed and we should be working to reduce actions such as this, not add to 
them.  
 
I strongly oppose this development and ask you to find another option or a way to filter what the 
development will put into the lake.  
 
Sincerely,  

 

 You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important  
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 20, 2023 7:09 PM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: Crystal Springs Colony Developement

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

 
November 20th, 2023 
 
 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
Manitoba Environment and Climate Change 
14 Fultz Boulevard (Box 35) 
Winnipeg MB R3Y 0L6 
  
Attention: housseini.coulibaly@gov.mb.ca 
�November 20th, 2023��Re: 7317434 MANITOBA LTD. – CRYSTAL SPRING COLONY NEW 
DEVELOPMENT – WASTEWATER LAGOON – FILE: 6193.00� 
 

 
 I have serious concerns about the continued excessive nutrient 

loading of Lake Winnipeg and associated drains, streams and rivers. 
 
We do not have concerns about developments as long we observe all present regulatory processes 
to ensure NEW developments do not add to the already obvious problems we have in Lake 
Winnipeg.  
 
The Crystal Spring Colony Development is akin to dropping a village onto virgin agricultural land next 
to Willow Creek which as been classified by the EIWD (East Interlake Water District) as the second 
cleanest in their district. Biggest reason for this is the lack of human development on its watershed. 
This development will change this and a basic lagoon treatment may not be enough to mitigate the 
added nutrient levels that will be discharged. 
 
It is expected that the lagoon discharge meet the 1mg total phosphorus limits set out in all municipal 
sewage treatment plants, however conditions should be set for government monitoring of the effluent 
before discharge and public notification to those downstream when this is happening.  
 
Willow Creek drains through the Miklavik and Siglavik cottage and home developments, and are a 
unique sheltered harbour. This fall we had seen particularly odorous and dangerous  algae 
infestations in Gimli and Silver Harbour locations exasperated by the sheltered nature on these 

 You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important  



2

harbours. Siglavik and Miklavik are man made inland harbours and as such are even more isolated 
by the wind and wave action which dissipates algae along most of the Lake Winnipeg shorelines. 
This new Crystal Springs Development WILL add nutrients N and P to the Willow Creek watershed 
and my fear is that the Miklavik and Siglavik developments will become a nutrient sink or trap and 
feed excess algae growth in those and nearby locations. So far we haven’t seen that problem there if 
this years algae blooms and fish kill offs at Gimli, Silver harbour and Hnausa beaches are any 
indication.  
Those areas are way more open to wind and waves yet had a major algae problem this fall. 
If I were in those development I would have grave concerns. And as one who can I will voice those 
concerns for them. These questions need to be answered: 
 
Who will be monitoring the lagoon to ensure compliance? (See Section 5.2 “Reporting” in the 
proposal, on p. 29 of the PDF) In particular, who is checking re: compliance with MECP licence 
requirements of no more than 1.0 mg/L total phosphorus? How often will TP be measured? How 
many litres will be discharged? What will be the total tonnage of N and P added to the watershed? 
Will compliance results be made public? 
What happens if this lagoon is non-compliant with 1.0 mg/L limit? 
What if any contingencies will be put in place to protect against/mitigate impacts of extreme weather 
(e.g. flooding) or equipment failure? 
What is the current phosphorus load to Lake Winnipeg from this sub-watershed? Can this area 
handle additional phosphorus loads? 
This lagoon will handle waste from approximately 200 people as well as “livestock production.” (See 
executive summary of proposal, on p. 5 of the PDF, and also p. 9-10) What extent/scale of livestock 
production is planned and how will the manure from this be managed? 
How will the addition of the abattoir to the human waste affect the efficiency of the lagoon and 
discharges. Abattoirs have a very large water usage and while they may claim it is not for commercial 
use, it is a matter of semantics, as it is essentially an abattoir for a village sized community, not a 
small butcher shop. How will they handle the solids, fats, possible pathogens and antibiotic 
contaminants. Most literature I have research recommend that all solid matter be removed and go to 
compost or buried.  
Present site plans do not indicate an area to compost the poultry waste (manure) which over time will 
be substantial with 15,000 birds. How will manure be distributed and where? How do they prevent 
leaching into the watershed as this area has considerable low lying and overland flooded 
circumstances.  
This question is outside the scope of the lagoon’s environmental approval process, but is worth 
raising because abbatoir waste is not the same thing as manure produced from animals. So, the 
lagoon may be able to meet the 1.0 mg/L phosphorus limit, but what about the potential for an 
increase in phosphorus-rich manure on fields and then leaching into the watershed. Has this factor 
been considered and how will it be addressed? 
It sounds like the barns will initially used for 15,000 poultry broilers (meat), however the plans do 
show additional barns. Once they have approval for the lagoon, can we be assured that hog, cattle or 
others will not be added without another licence review?  
  
While the present regulations stipulate a 1mg/litre total P maximum, a better measure would be the 
total amount of P in tonnage that will be discharged into the aquatic system. One way to make a 
pollution problem go away is to dilute it until it meets standards. This however skewers the intent and 
the goal should be to keep the N and P out of the waterways and onto the fields as fertilizer.  
 
In closing we know that Crystal Spring Colony Development will try be a good neighbor, and steward 
of the land and water, they have indicated that this is their goal and only through frank dialogue can 
we move forward and address concerns. New developments should incorporate the latest and 
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greatest technology, and not the bare legislated minimum. We have enough problems with existing 
municipal waste disposal standards not being met, so we don’t need to add to the problem.  

 have seen so much environmental change and most of 
it not good. The beach I used to play on at the north end of town is gone thanks to man made water 
level changes. Constant algae blooms that are killing of our fish. Zebra mussels that are a very 
invasive species. At some point we have to look at a problem as; just because we can, should we say 
yes.  
 
Regards 

 
 
https://gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries/6193/eap.pdf#page=29 Sent from my iPhone 



1

Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: December 1, 2023 6:54 AM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Cc:
Subject: 7317434 MANITOBA LTD. - CRYSTAL SPRING COLONY NEW DEVELOPMENT - 

WASTEWATER LAGOON - FILE: 6193.00

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

I would like to register opposition to this proposal.  Willow Creek is a slow moving waterway and poor 
management of the lagoon could have a severe impact on the local ecosystem and eventually Lake 
Winnipeg.  
 
This is a shared concern  It seems we found out about this late in 
the process for some reason.  
 
Please let me know what other input we can have to prevent a connection between the proposed 
lagoon and Willow Creek.  
 
Thank you.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important  
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: December 5, 2023 8:19 PM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: 7317434 Manitoba Ltd. Crystal Spring Colony New Development waste water lagoon-

File 6193.00

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

Hello Housseini, 
I realize the deadline to respond regarding the waste water lagoon is past, however I just happen to 
read this article today and need to voice my opinion.  
Please make note that I am strongly opposed to this waste water lagoon.  Our waters are already 
polluted and affected with large amounts of blue green algae as it is. Please do not allow this! 

 
Sent from my iPhone 

 You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important  
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 27, 2023 12:04 PM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: sewage lagoon proposal

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

 I would be concerned 
about the values of the properties in the area that would be affected by this lagoon,  

 Having a sewage lagoon in your 
neighborhood is not exactly a feature . 
What I don't understand is how this can be allowed when  they need to 
install their own septic system (holding tank or field)  to deal with sewage. Why is it different rules for 
different properties?? How is it that this is not an option to discharge raw sewage for anyone else 
building in the area. Everyone has to follow the rules set up by conservation when building that 
pertain to the size of their property  If you have less than 2 acres you are allowed a holding tank only 
or if more land then fields are allowed. Why should it be different for anyone else. If a developer 
builds in the area all lots they sell have to follow guidelines established by the province for sewage.  
The environment impact would be significant if this sewage is discharged as the area it is located in, 
the sewage will end up in Willow Creek and eventually into Lake Winnipeg. How is this acceptable? 
Why do they not have to build a sewage treatment plant just like everyone else. Our lake has 
suffered enough with untreated sewage being dumped into it yearly. When is this all going to end? 
Have you seen the impact this is having on the health of our lake and the fish in it dying in huge 
numbers and being washed ashore? Green algae is so bad that it covers the shoreline and you can 
not go into the lake.  
When are we going to wake up and realize the damage that is being done for the future generations 
to come. With so many environmental disasters to deal with, why would we allow this to happen.  
Sincerely,  
 
--  

 
 
This email and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged information, If you are not 
the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return email, delete this email and 
destroy any copies. Any dissemination or use of this information by a person other than the intended 
recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. 
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 27, 2023 12:21 PM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Subject: FW: proposal: 7317434 MANITOBA LTD. - CRYSTAL SPRING COLONY NEW 

DEVELOPMENT - WASTEWATER LAGOON - FILE: 6193.00

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

 
I am writing in response to the Notice of Environment Act Proposal – Crystal Spring Colony New 
Development – Wastewater Lagoon – File 6193. 
  
I’m a lifetime Manitoba, who spends a great deal of time enjoying the outdoors – including the 
Interlake Region.  My wife and I love the area, for swimming, hiking, and kayaking.  We also enjoy 
other parts of Manitoba for boating – but this message deals specifically with the Willow creek area of 
the Interlake, with concerns about how the development may impact the environment in and around 
this area.   
  
Over the years I’ve witnessed first hand the degradation of the Interlake area, especially the lake and 
supporting wetlands.  And while I support economic development, I hope such development does not 
exacerbate that decline.  
  
I have read the Environment Act Proposal on the Government of Manitoba website and have several 
questions with regards to the Environmental Impact Assessment. I’ve included some of these 
questions within this email with reference to the specific sections.  Please see below. 
  
Thanks for your consideration. 
  

 
 

  
               Section 1.1 Population and Production Parameters 
  

Questions: 
       What allowances are considered for changes or deviations 
when performing the environmental assessment? How material 
does a change have to be before requiring further approval or 
amendment? 

       How are existing or pending businesses 9for example existing 
agricultural, fishing or other processing activities, that may add the 

 You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important  



2

impact of the proposed development considered when calculating 
organic and hydraulic loading?  

       What assumptions are made regarding the 
chemicals/detergents to be used in the truck washing business, 
and the contents of animal feed, when calculating the organic/non-
organic impact of the residential and business activities? What 
assurance is there that the assumptions are valid? 

       Why has there been no update to the 2011 
guidelines given changes in modern livestock 
production?  

  
Section 2.3.2. Flood Protection 

  
Questions: 

       If no official flood elevation was available how did 
Trek determine that 248.4 m was sufficient flood 
protection level? 

       What assumptions did Trek make in deriving this 
number?  Was it based on averages or peak levels 
of flooding experienced? 

       Did it take into consideration the possible impact 
of Provine of Mb/Manitoba Hydro decisions in 
regulating water levels in lakes/rivers that might 
influence potential flooding in the proposed 
development area? 

  
  

  
Section 2.8. Facility Operation – Testing of Secondary Cell effluence to meet MECP 
requirements 

  
Questions: 

       Can seasonality in the proposed business, or 
external factors such as weather, impact volume and 
intensity of effluence load?  If so, is it possible that 
the timing of the isolated sampling and results 
therein, might be misleading as to the quality of the 
effluence being released from the secondary cell? 

  
Section 2.9. Seasonal Maintenance 

  
Questions: 

       What is the likelihood that any component of the 
system being relied upon for waste treatment, might 
malfunction?  What happens if that occurs, in terms 
of reporting and correctional activities? 

  
Section 4.0 Human Health 
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Question: 

       What will be the impact to those using the 
waterways for recreational purposes such as 
kayaking on Willow Creek, or for 
livelihood/sustenance such as fishing? 

  
Section 7 Monitoring 

  
Questions: 

       Will form of monitoring will the province have in 
place to ensure assumptions and actual results are 
consistent with the assessment, and that the 
ongoing monitoring and reporting is done in 
accordance with regulations? 

       Does this Colony have previous experience in 
developing and running the businesses described in 
the proposal?  If yes, have there been any prior 
issues noted with this business group and their 
environmental management? 
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 19, 2023 11:29 AM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Cc: Minister of Environment and Climate Change; Environment and Climate, Deputy 

Minister
Subject: WILLOW CREEK PROPOSED LAGOON

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

Dear Housseini,  

 

Real concerns about the proposed lagoon. 

 

Willow Creek is a natural gem - please protect it. 

 

1. Request the East Interlake Watershed District to review the proposal. Community 

collaboration exists in this organization, caring conservationist involvement.  

2. Determine if overland flooding (we watched it happen in 2022) will pollute Willow 

Creek with abbattoir and human waste. 

3. , , states the lagoon is 12 feet from 

the aquifer (I assume this is depth); this sounds like a planned disaster. Clay beds 

leak. Our aquifer is precious. "The needs of the many” which includes the Interlake 

interconnected aquifers, outweigh the wishes of the lagoon builders.  

4. Armstrong Reeve Basford stated “..there has to be a balance when it comes to 

supporting all ratepayers…” This is misdirection. The prime goal is protecting our 

aquifera and our watershed, secondary goal is balancing ratepayers wishes fairly. 

BALANCING ≠ PERMIT POLLUTION. While ultimately our Ministery of the Environment decides, 

I suspect this argument is part of our Minister Schmidt’s considerations. 

5. Lake Winnipeg algae blooms = Serious danger to our fishery. Recreational angling 

contributes ~ $221 million (2018) in direct spending. Commercial Fishery ~ $100 million 

(2022 past Minister Nesbitt). 

 

I fear the government may lose the heart of this. I saw the algae blooms this summer. 

Toxic waste washed up on shore all along Gimli’s beaches.  Recall that fish need O2 to 

live; good way to kill of our fish stocks adding waste nutrients to the lake. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 26, 2023 9:10 PM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Cc:
Subject: Environmental Proposal File: 6193.00

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

Re:  Crystal Spring Colony New Development  
        7317434 Manitoba Ltd 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
I refer to the above File #6193.00 and as a resident of Gimli Municipality would like to please vocalize my 
concerns about a proposed large Hutterite Colony from Ste. Agathe creating a development in the RM of 
Armstrong with industrial manufacturing and a lagoon to accommodate the wastes of 250 people and 
the nutrient rich wastes from an abattoir. 
 
The Lake is in such rough shape.  The algae blooms are getting out of hand, fish are choking and washing 
up dead on the beaches in blue and green slime..Fishermen are already pulling up nets loaded with 
feces. Experts are saying that the Lake is dying and can not handle the nutrient rich wastes that are being 
drained into it constantly.  
 
I ask, can we take the chance of polluting Lake Winnipeg even more without catastrophic effects to the 
fish, flora, fauna and peoples that live near the Lake? 
 
Thank you, 
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Sagan, Barsha

From:
Sent: November 24, 2023 3:57 PM
To: Coulibaly, Housseini
Cc: Minister of Environment and Climate Change;  

Subject: Opposition Proposed Lagoon File 6193.00

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the source.  

ATTENTION: ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, 
excepté si vous connaissez l’expéditeur.  

 

Approvals Branch Manitoba  
Environmental & Climate Change, 
 
The Gimli Environmental Advisory Committee (GEAC) is opposed to 7317434 Manitoba Limited - 
Crystal Spring Colony building a lagoon, as it will have a negative effect on Willow Creek and Lake 
Winnipeg. 
We are concerned about the threat to the health of Lake Winnipeg, the fish habitat and the land 
(made up of fine clay and has limited permeability). 
 
A sewage lagoon is the least effective form of waste treatment.  
 
This proposed lagoon location is to service human waste for a minimum of 250 people with an 
abattoir processing livestock - cattle, 1,500 chickens, ducks and possible hogs - with further 
expansion. 
 
Two articles for your attention is Patricia Barrett’s article in the November 16th issue page 8 & 9 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.expressweeklynews.ca__;!!IqQd2s6KUyvHwNLtrw!sYV4DAp
LRcdF-W0uJGSnvZHym8yAR5nFJ5MSvQckQD-
q9snCL8_EXNvPMpp7NlO0qUlzWJOngGzT025DuYO_7YIdmWqUYQ$  
and a post reporter Rick Gerhatz posted on Facebook Lake Winnipeg on November 5th. 
 
We ask that there is a full environmental study done. All development needs to be compliant with 
environmental regulations and all waste water requires treatment. 
Manitoba regulations require “total phosphorus” levels (or TP) in effluent released by wastewater 
systems to be no more than 1.0mg/L. On going monitoring should also happen to ensure compliance 
with regulations. 
 
GEAC suggests that the waste should be transported to a treatment facility.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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