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Manitoba’s network of protected areas includes a variety of Crown lands with different legal 
designations including ecological reserves, traditional use planning areas, national and provincial parks, 
wildlife management areas, and provincial forests. Through Memorandums of Agreement, private lands 
owned by conservation agencies are also recognized as part of Manitoba’s network.  Protected areas 
are land, freshwater, or marine areas where logging, mining, hydroelectric development, oil and gas 
development, and other activities that harm habitat are prohibited through legal means.

Over the past year, Manitoba permanently protected two park reserves by designating them as 
provincial parks, and expanded one wildlife management area. Manitoba also designated two 
traditional use planning areas under The East Side Traditional Lands and Special Protected Areas Act, the 
first two protected areas designated under this new legislation. Manitoba’s protected areas network 
currently includes over 6.6 million hectares, covering 10.2 per cent of the province.

Key Achievements
June 2011

•	 Little Limestone Lake Park Reserve was permanently designated as Little Limestone Lake 
Provincial Park, legally protecting 4,810 hectares of Manitoba’s mid-boreal lowlands landscape. 
Little Limestone Lake is considered by experts to be the largest and most outstanding example of 
a marl lake in the world. A marl lake changes colour as its water temperature rises in the summer 
months and calcite in the water separates, forming tiny crystals. In this state, the lake’s water turns 
from clear to a striking opaque turquoise colour or even a milky blue-white in warm summer weather.

•	 Manitoba legally designated the 863,085 hectare Asatiwisipe Aki Traditional Use Planning Area 
under The East Side Traditional Lands and Special Protected Areas Act. This is the first designation 
under this legislation.  Asatiwisipe Aki legally protects 807,650 hectares of boreal forest and 
wetlands on the east side of Lake Winnipeg. Through the approved land use plan, Poplar River 
First Nation assumes a significant role in developing and implementing strategies for the use, 
management, and sustainable development of the First Nation’s traditional area.

•	 The Delta Marsh Wildlife Management Area expansion protects an additional 275 hectares 
of marsh and grassland habitat in Delta Marsh at the south end of Lake Manitoba. These lands 
were purchased from willing sellers through a partnership involving Wildlife Habitat Canada, the 
Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation, and Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship. 
In 2006, only part of the wildlife management area was fully protected. Now the entire 11,275 
hectares of this world-renowned freshwater marsh are protecting important marshlands and 
wildlife habitat in the Delta Marsh Wildlife Management Area.



July 2011

•	 The Fisher Bay Park Reserve was permanently designated as Fisher Bay Provincial Park protecting 
23,150 hectares of lands and islands on Fisher Bay along the western shore of Lake Winnipeg. Long 
sandy beaches, treed shorelines, old growth forest stands, muskeg and bog landscapes along with a 
diversity of wildlife characterize the natural features of the 84,150 hectare park. 

December 2011

•	 Manitoba designated the 391,650 hectare Pimitotah Traditional Use Planning Area, which makes 
up part of Bloodvein First Nation’s traditional territory on the east side of Lake Winnipeg. Pimitotah – to 
Care for the Land, the community’s approved land-use plan, adds 132,575 hectares of boreal forest 
and wetlands to the protected areas network through designation of the Kichinatagon Special 
Management Zone. 

•	 Goose Islands Park Reserve, Grand Island Park Reserve, Kinwow Bay Park Reserve, Pelican 
Islands Park Reserve, Pemmican Island Park Reserve, and Sturgeon Bay Park Reserve were 
renewed, providing continued interim protection until 2016.

In Progress

•	 Work is continuing in the Saskatchewan River Delta (SRD) Planning Area, located in Natural Region 
5a on the west side of the province. The SRD Planning Area is being reviewed in two phases with 
Phase 1 nearing completion. Review of Phase 2 proposals will allow for more input from First Nations, 
and stakeholders in this ecologically and economically complex area. The SRD is recognized as a 
globally significant Important Bird Area, the largest freshwater inland delta in North America and one 
of only two active deltas in the Boreal Plains Ecozone of the western boreal forest. 

Other Related Activities

•	 Manitoba’s UNESCO World Heritage Site bid for Pimachiowin Aki will be formally submitted in 2012. 
The land management plans of the Poplar River (Asatiwisipe Aki), Bloodvein (Pimitotah), Pauingassi 
and Little Grand Rapids First Nations, two provincial parks, and the Pikangikum First Nation in 
Ontario will also form part of the UNESCO bid.

•	 Manitoba celebrated the 50th anniversary of its wildlife management area program with the 
designation of the new Ewonchuk Wildlife Management Area and the expansion of Delta Marsh 
Wildlife Management Area. Wildlife management areas are Crown lands designated for the benefit 
of wildlife and for the enjoyment of people. They play an important role in biodiversity conservation 
and provide for a variety of wildlife-related forms of recreation, including birding and wildlife 
watching. There are now 83 wildlife management areas in the province, with over 525,000 hectares 
contributing to Manitoba’s network of protected areas. 



•	 Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship continued to work closely with conservation 
agencies, such as Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) and Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC), to 
advance protection efforts in southern Manitoba where much of the land is privately owned. Part 
of this work includes recording rare and at risk species information collected by both government 
and conservation agencies in Manitoba’s Conservation Data Centre database. This information can 
be accessed by conservation agencies as needed to help incorporate specific species and habitat 
conservation measures into conservation agreements with private landowners.

•	 Since 2009, Manitoba has provided $3 million in funding as part of the province’s commitment of $7 
million to support the NCC Natural Areas Conservation Program.  NCC has acquired more than 2,000 
hectares in conservation agreements and land purchases in the Riding Mountain Aspen Parkland, 
the Tall Grass Prairie, the Whitemouth River Watershed, the Oak Lake Sandhills and Wetlands, the 
West Souris Mixed-grass Prairie, and the Pembina/Tiger Hills. Other areas of focus for the program 
include the Interlake Parkland and Turtle Mountain Woodland and Wetland.

•	 As of December 31, 2011, the Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation (MHHC) held a total of 587 
conservation agreements (CAs) covering 44,828 hectares. Of these, 50 CAs covering 4,300 hectares 
were acquired since January 1, 2011. All CAs held by MHHC are in perpetuity. They were donated or 
acquired through the Potholes Plus Program, the Habitat Stewardship Program focusing on species 
at risk, the Riparian Conservation Easement Program or through partnership agreements with 
conservation districts. These conservation lands contain the range of native habitat in Manitoba’s 
prairie ecozone including wetlands, habitat of species at risk, riparian areas, mixed grass prairie, and 
woodland.

•	 Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship worked in co-operation with Mosakahiken Cree 
Nation and the Moose Lake Resource Management Board to develop a draft management plan for 
Little Limestone Lake Provincial Park, which will be managed as a non-operational park. 

•	 Comments received during the first round of public consultation on the management of Birds Hill 
Provincial Park will be used to develop a draft management plan. The draft plan will be available 
for public review in 2012. Draft management plans are also being developed for Spruce Woods 
Provincial Park and a number of smaller recreation parks in the northwest, central, and eastern 
regions. 

•	 Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship conducted public consultations to add an additional 
24 hectares to Atikaki Provincial Park to make up for the lost parkland at a 2:1 ratio to accommodate 
the construction of a bridge across the Bloodvein River as part of the East Side Road project. The 
new area was officially added to Atikaki Provincial Park in July under the Wilderness land use 
category.


