GRASS RIVER
CANOE ROUTE

amuel Heairne joined the Hudpons Bay
Company 1 176G arter serving with

the Royal Navy and weo otalioned at
Fort Prince of Wales near the present
day Churchill Making three voyogeo to
the Coppermine River in pearch of the
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eluoire Aorthweot Papsage, #e shattered the Hrorieo

of thooe advocating it ao a uslble route ko the
orent.

In June, 1774 Hearne organized a fuv trade expedition

to penetrate the interior to bhe south-wsest of the
bay. Leaving York Factory, he pacldied upotream
on the Hayp Fox, Melvon and Grass Rivers
arriving at Paint Lake on July 15 and Setling
Lake onthe 17 He conbrauwed via Hevb Lake
(Lehuoko Lake), Reed Loke, lokusasum Lake | Flbaw
Lake. the Cranberry Lakes, Athapa pus kow Lake
anel Goose Lokt Go bhe Sturgeon - e Rives
Heve he Came wpon pome ndian families who
had been Erading with the “Canadiens” who were
already “ofd handp> n the Commenrce of the region.,
Undaunted, he pressed to Lasquia (The Pav), Hut
tid not Connider it to be a wuitable focation for
a poot. te paddled ovome oixty wmileo Further
to bhe went Lewrnunaling al Pine loland Lake
(Cumberianc! Lake), Saskalehewant where he
enta blhed Cumberiand Howuoe, 1 opevation
to thio day.

The next opring, 1775, Hearne relurned fo York

Factory wilth some thirty fur laden canoeo, leaving

Cumberiand Houoe on May 29 and recching hio
eobinalion on June 2a¢” The _oame summer He
again pet out For Cumberiagnd Houoe, it being

saud ot he arrived ore Augusk 15t 1 Lime Ffor brealfast.

Relurning m the auluwmn the brigade had to break
jee. Croosing Pant Lake and aboul sixteen miles
from York Factory ¢they had to abancon the canow,
winler gelting the loot word The oame winter,

N 1776 Samuel Hearne wao made Gouvemtor of
Fort Prince of walen.

n 1782 Comte de in Férouse oeseq Fowt Prnce
Of Waleo, taking Hearne. prioonesr. He wap refeased
at Cape Resolulion and went back Lo England, hut
returned ko the Churchil] Ryer the Followmg
gear. The gyear/187 pauwr ALy final departuve For
London . He cded m November, 1792 leaying
behmd a precious deocription of the mdian peaplk
and natural history of Lhe barren land.
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SUMUEL MEARNE 17451792
EMINENT £XPLORER

Samuel Hearne, a name. well waorth remembering
while travelliing on the Graso River, 1o one of
the hetter fnown of a breed of Coqrageou s
(ompadoionate men . Some placeo Have changed
oince. he pasged by and obhero have not, iy thio
pblrebeh of the northern fur brade voute.
where nattre people, Courgusp de boio, oyageurs
CRPIOrersd, tradgrd), oraspecéory, trafperd and
PUDNORANIE> AALE roamedy M Canoes for Pentiiih
The enthusiaom for adveénture anof defesm -
raton possesded by ouch men Can perhapd
be shaved by present day Graosn Ruwer
Canoeintd whe are cwilling to pul up with the
rmany ﬁa"d/)/up,o, treacherous watero, heacl windo,
mosguito  infestec portagep, Gamp weather, e

They wuot have wn thren vens some of Lthio An old chanoon Canadienne,rooled i the times of the Coureurs-
oame. dybolance Eheve sbrange men had and  de-bop, 1t o the olory ofone of them who had Ift his village on b
oo often Fhe more Citficult these Eripe are., bonka of the Saint-Lourent, never to relurn . Moy yearo /aler
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Deershin dramd —-Sii} uvec orapionally & oome of the
Rettlements along the Graono River.

TENAOUICH® TENEGA , OUICH KA/

Canoe must be lined at
this point as the
current is very fast
and there are
many rocks

this area

L paces

Shallow and rocky in

59 Rapids -portage westl side ago paces.
Going upthe Grass River from Kelsey, the

banks are marred by a continuous burn K/_/
from a 1964 fire — 7
?,\‘1 LSEY i 358 Ke/seg Dam - portage wes? side
60.Falls - po feet - portage CN\ 4 530 paces. At Kelsey ihere /s no
small isiand i35 paces — X \— store, however ;T short on supplies,
(i [~ one might get some from the
. E staff house comm/issary
6e. s ':;/«—Thfs portion must be :
waded and the canoce WITCHAl LAKE 7
lined %
a2, .
—Course to paddle : u
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TEAL LAKE A
5. Tea/ rapids - portage west fd

side 330 paces —— ——— — ——>% e

62 Standing Stone Dam - 2ffé e

roped cance before dam -at

N« 57 Devi Rapids ~ rapids are tamed toa
very fast current under the br}dge

— 56 Sawmil] at Arnot. For several
miles past Arncil /s @ continuous
burn on bothn banks

the Closer we should feel we are to those one of hip old chumo, of the eeme Colling reached "Le Payo Standing stone—") dam, portage east side 170 paces P
giantn of the papnt. ou Rat Here he Came upont an elderly mdion dreoped in 3 g3
blgnket with tobacCo bag tongmng at hio «1de who gate an 7% *Pe 2
Partiaj list of Hewnes cargo on i First expedition Account of the micfortunes ot had ./oefFa//etz i Camakade. o/ NATAWAHUNAN LAKE
te Cumberiand House The old fellow concluded by deoscribing the repectfull burial # No B0, O Chimmeyy
“ (80 /bo. 8"03// Tobacco . qrren LLée Courelsr-de-How Comp/ete with Tour /f?(_/ldﬂ e/dera ao ] THOMPSON 5 e R i Geé}_‘}'ﬂg Lake.
120 lbo. Pridor pol/ éearemwam two aged indian women .oinging te Libers 48 Railway to Thompson—— ° PARTRIDGE CROPCST 15
200 ok halt D, Poyedoement T e—— LAKE WA
G nghj/giaiz‘?//‘ A3 ——— I —F }‘;{4] 45.Large beach-good campingarea— 0:""&‘" P’.'.’%
G Gallons Lihite luater — i EE Ut E s —_—— 3 s - .
Triflmg arf/c;exj of Erading goodls . Ce ~Lait “um vy pd-vage — ge Tout mir, bout 44.Small rapids \ \ = K //63. Az P'kwétone' Lhere
Carpentero toolo. Da opoken ¢ v X S are two stores, a
2 Pecky oof Catmeal. ey e Tt 43 Rapids-portage east side 660 paces-portage /s steep //,,’\\\ \\ A\ | R forestry station;and a
12 lbo, of Biogaett bor - bouil - la, ovich-ka! 4 -vec 03 ville cou- and muddy at upper end - good camping area — —— NS e PIKWITONE! A CMR telegraph office
. E \ RS
- Y T
W‘ — 42.Rapids —port h sid - ' (\\, \( S G
. pids —portage south side BIO poces-camping area # S e, -
v — L4 = / f ﬂ"\’ Carg Zr D> T~ 47 Good camping area
The Grana River (anoe Route Lo 0oMe 725 hyfometors ver - te £t pon poc & to -ba, ouKch- 4l Trapper’s cabin used as a permanent residence -~ 71 22 %
(450 @/m} /# /engb‘z,(u[-tmg”fhm/gg}z g Comtry known # rit slempo o 4 o . / ‘kﬁi 48 Dam-ge0d camping-good Fishing
QU fwo Conlurito 890 83 “Le [Lays gu Ol Y lukret Gunlry). - C S
Two masor fur Eradihg Compain e &v';udoowz) Pay O i T ! 40 Government campsite. From here one can make a )I‘ -
Cogpaﬂ andg tpe brénweot (ompanty mamiamed & ka! An ah [9-,,6.011,'(/,%.,,3.9@ le-ng- 20 mile trip to Thompson. AL Thompson there are ; 49 Portage 2ziio paces. At Thicket Portage
el extabiioied netwonk of Commerce along thio route, OPOKER grocery stores, restaurants, hote/ and mote/ g /there js a grocery store, hotel,
i{ng if? 2,'6/2?’ /7;;///7 baég”igg';;/gf/é’gﬁf‘ggﬁt%oﬁomr % accommodation, liguor store, hospital,telephone " / restaurant, forestry station and
/?O o Eaka f/}?g fjii”é/(‘ -gC’&f'rlcf. Simall e 2 - _ gnd post office. y an emergency radio-telephone
Reeei/ e 6_/794‘ e S oukh € ~ na -ga, ouich xa! He ke! 2 / set up
Herp Lakie VL}/'/QD Howve. -/ 795-HAC . Hvec 8 L«'/ej//‘ Couyerte O // .
FPané lake - Et tonox & tabac, Ouich Ka! PAINT LAKE " / 50.Fish camp /
Wintermg Lake. - Chatam Houoe. - Ton. Camarade edst more, ‘af‘ WINTERING LAKE / A
g%fﬁéﬁﬁf;,,VZ%%Q{%BC,DSVM Thompoon Eot imort el enterra, Ouich' Ke! 38 Sasisgigwan (meanmg ! fr_ying pan") Rapids-portage ot ° / 51 Beaver dam -|ift over Ny o ; |
A greal many paged deaing with Huo paré of the Ton camarage. eot mort, west side 24 paces at the first set of rapids — o) // oIR8 s;‘“*"'”*53. Small rapids - roped canoe
a’ﬁizp émizry /?zt;z be%’c ke a‘obewdmcpcz ?Aq a g"i ’"‘gg}ét enterra, Ouich'Ka. \ 5 \ S T 541 "
VLot € PUbiie Srohues O any hibrary, bul there ot g VRUR DdU Adge o ‘ hi tar ng * by the shore”)Rapids - | ; [ ‘D24 Kapids - portage 110 paces
remans g muc/}z oldesr wnwritten /z/'/,’fO/y ’:‘ﬁ% dormant Qui pornt [ed Cons du Jrap, Ourck: ka/ SZ,};ZC;keis:tw;;;nzggmjszzi _Cio:,fpi; aerzacf) aplds 4 . ;SAC%EGE K . \\ P P N} F
unger the Jurface of porfsge. Lrails ruér banks, (akeshoreo poreed 7 e f / ¥ - 53 Rapids - portage 10 paces
and Compoites. For hundred and even thouoands of Creol quatre viewx sauvegeo . - , £ oid /39 The route around 2% T \
ears theve fragrmento oF unvecorded humen hwtory Qui port at feo comb dy drap, Ourch ia! 36. 5mall rapids ~portage east side 6o paces_ \ ot Loke s well e / AR e ABom
%aw; Swatled dibcovery and analy.oio by a patiert Ebdeut yiell's oauvagesoeo ' ‘ o ¢ Pain ; edr e o T Sy > e
Brchseciogiol,Concerning prejeridtion, diocrelion Qui chent nt e libera, Cunch: K, 35 Kwasitchewan (meaning "bright”) Falls — 46 feet— |\ ™ / marked and should = -
on the PIFE OF the CONIEINE a/ana’ewﬂg Lhrovah 1e fstso portage west side 180 paces-excellent camping areq Y be followed because =

g Rat ™ con Contribuleto the prope
traces of the past.

TRAMPING LAKE PETROGRAPH S
One of the moot wmportant petrograph oites tobe

destifiy oF there

Iypical Carpentry lools used m the Conolruction of early far frading posto.
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Prbing ¥
High Buskt Cronberry §
V/‘guﬁz wum Lrilobuem L

THIRD CRANBERRY
LAKE

CRANBERRY
PORTAGE
e TH.
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FIRST CRAMNBERRY
LAKE

I. Portage 2600 paces. At

THAPRPUSKOW LAKE
A 7 “ Cranberry Portage there are

and mote| accommodation, liqguor

store, farestry station, telephone |

ISKWASLM 3;

grocery stores, restaurants, hotel

)

it Saw

Pimbina Jlly (High Puoh Ganberry)

m 8 poé, Cover with water
sbout 1o munutes ¢ bod for 5 mmutes.

Stramt Conlents barovgh 8 mushn bag and for eack
Cyp of Juice 8dd 3y Cup OF 2ugar

bey/ gf?amhéhrh/n‘g condianlly . tpe the Commonr

P OO - THP ég//;q, (eoting melthod Snd when reacfuy
/,éur [t olEriTiBe

rmng lo &

o Horo and peal wilh paraHin.

Oraws A nife

7 of the many islands. Close
34 Rapids -portage gear west side ~roped canoe ,ﬁ/ attention should also be paid
/
/ ‘

to a map and compass

=

52 The " Cross Portage)” 4220 paces -good

SIPIWESK LAKE cam,m'ng areas Q/ong the portage excepting

Deen m STantoba 1o the Trarmpmg Lake one vetlween e T P eI VR / _ ,
pomtsto snd 11 on the map. Found a/oﬂg the rorthwent 5 tobac - The coureundebow wouslly R PHILEIES LAKE at the south end. From this point on and
DBNK, the red earth Coloured paméngd on the grenide wore it atthe side Fastened ZD/')IAbe/L‘? 4 33 Portage east side 660 paces- easier and more along the Meison River up to Arnot, there
rock outcrop include figureo of humeno, sanrnamels, It Contained ko inagpersbie fohacco %] "‘v\/commonly used than two shorter portages via Kwasitchewan are good camping areas
birdn, f1oh € pnakem, gpipe 30 well 8.0 //exrzt, oteel £ tmder QQ:
for fire moking. 32 Pisew (Cree Indian meaning “Lynx") Falls -
) L b ey =
%@mmrm "l;b ) 40 fegt - portage nort 5:de‘2 éfo paces — 77/(5;?99814 - e fadian
x camping area at either end of portage 7 (radle poard From the ieaion.
& . I B The one jilustrsted (wan panted
l6. Falls -8 feet - not seen or heard until very close - o 3]. Sasagiu(Cree Indian meaning Keep pissing ) Rapids - & A ?fé‘?ggf;?%ecagggeeﬁfoﬁaﬁﬂén the
portage west side )10 paces -good camping area \// 12 feet — portage north side 265 paces - good top g both ordeo-
camping area. About a4 miles north there is an
/ |7 Falls- 20 feet -portage east side 85 paces-muddy : o/d dock and old buildings, the site of an
,/when wet-suitable camping area on is/and before / VeETTING LAKE abandoned drilling camp
/ falls - good camping area on portage J o
/ _ B3/ 30 0ld chimney 60 paces in from beach -
J /18 Rapids - portage north side 60 paces, but trail ) possibly remains of an old fur trading post
/ ./ issteep at Jower end -suitable camping spot. A
road Axe /o © Or lift over on south side ) 29 Highway to Thompson
S /
/ /o [9. Fails -12 feet —portage south side 55 ‘f; 28.Landing at Setting Lake -good camping area. There 1s g
/ /’/ Ipaces — good camping area. This part of the o a fish camp at the Janding and from here 1t is two miles — e ) h
//, | Grass River /s mostly low-lying land that ’ ¥ to Wabowden At Wabowden there is a grocery
Y // provides good trapping Fivg trappers’ cabins i / store, restaurant, hotel, liguor store and
//’ / | were seen inthe Jast 15 miles : - post office .
’ ; (-] ® A 20
A _ / v / IS U‘D K{//Omef i 00 EH:H:A ! i Tg
/ \, )/) / / /20. Kanisota Falls - 18 feet ~portage S ~/ ¥ WABOWDEN Afeo T ! s - 0 2% .
‘ [ /north side 90 paces N 0 Scale 2% % 7 7 #
,'i A A /, / ; o .Gﬂ c;,; \ " ‘\ ,% ,';2// ,é/// /‘f/& /?// //%’ j/%?
4 : : d 0 7 A
/’ ; [/ 2 Falls - & feet - portage ’/ @ 2?’. Oid Indian cemetery. Here was the :m,“,m,,','m/m\\‘“\\ /4// /%,// % ”/,9/ % 7, 7
/ / S % /north side jio paces site of an old |ndian village which was R
r | (9@ 7 My followed by small rap/ds moved to the present site of Wabowden % -
/ A SETTING LAKE when the Hudson Bay Railway was put ’

0

&,

areqa. About 4 miles north of this R

an old burn thqt makes \ Ny K
\\ an excellent camping area. This area s A \\ 26. Smail rapids. In this area flocks of

N\ /s the s/te of

SNO[U. LAKE // ak‘ ‘15. Trappers cabin -—good camping
\
\

MITISHTO LAK

through. From here and across Setting
Lake one should follow a compass bearing
PAKWA LAKE due £ast to reach the landing
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7 ° \ \ marshy with many reeds and wil/d rice AN \\ \ loons and ducks were seen N'Mwwmwﬂ{?///[l 7y P N,
Wamﬁ/”.g Lake Mtrera/bh .:;'. e, \\ \\ \\\ \ o 1\ @% H
| s SN . . \ it 3
,O/LLc \\ wEL';L)iSEKO\‘ !4_ Suitable ,'slqndg, for CG"V’PH’)Q \\\ \ \‘\ 25 wh’teu"OOd FQHS -é9 _feet _Portage P %{/’7// ’7////.//’ .\\ /// ‘
{ . \‘\\ ‘\ : NERN \ north side lio paces {//// f/g////é 1 Z 1 ]
LAKE w BN 13. Herb Lake mine (also known as Bingo mme”) \\\\ Z 7 % ///%/ ) % { E
\ 7 o N, 24. Skunk Fapids -lift over north side z //¢ i 5 .y l Z A e
2. Rapids ~ portage west s;de X 72 AN ) AN \ W////////% 2 Y (4 74 . ¥y | =
i85 paces Ay T AN 2. Abandoned fish camp —good camping area- 23 Small rapid % p> ’4/,,//;,/ N 1 /// ) //////;;
i) > sand beach Smatl rapies AR ) 2 —
. o ,' £ 7z 7, //Af 7 % 7. :;/,/5///
3. Rapids -portage 2io paces - ] o S N \Ea Wihite Forest Rapids -portage north side é////// /l//{f : 7/(////////'//1/% /’// %
in low water it is very rocky TRAMPING ~1l. Wekusko (Cree Indian meaning “sweet grass 16 baceo 7 i Z % 2 / //
as you come close to the or herb”) Falls - 50 feet —portage east side P % (4 ? f /5/’ . Z /
portage é 680 paces - excellent camping area % 7/;///’ ‘% Z Z //Z/ // //7//44
2 7 Z Z 2%
~~ 4. portage west side - aé/ N — X ‘.’::::‘;tg:’i(ig‘i%\(\\‘ \ i\t\\&\\\&\ ////» // / Z / /////%/////// /// f/////// //%Z//%///'
|60 paces - \ , (»;»)/ W/> e N \v\ // /////W / /// - //// Z % ‘//Z'
< ’) g o, /{///////// ‘ /// /! ;// Z 7 7 // /,//// 1
P ? L

% REED LAKE
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7. Rapids—portage north side ;85 paces- ///'///

good fishing below rapids

6. Rapids —portage north side |85 paces -

good fishing below rapids

5. Louck’ Falls — portage south side jeo paces -
good camping area — good fishing

post office and a Government campsite.
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0. Portage 53 paces-gaod ﬂsh:’ng

™9 Portage 2iio paces. In high water
lower half can be shot

8. Portage 80 paces
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Mlanitoba Department of Ratural Resources
Parks Branch

This Canoe Route is to be used for general information; it is not a navigational chart. It was prepared in the summers of 1961, 1962 and 1971 and the information
recorded, including information with respect to the volume and velocity of water, reflects only the conditions which existed at that time. Because of the constantly
changing nature of the waterway, this Canoe Route should be referred to with extreme caution, and only in conjunction with topographical maps and other available

data.
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