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1
Manitoba'sP rotected AreasInitiative (P AI)isa governm entprogram dedicated towork ing togetherwith otherstocreate a network ofdesignated protected areasand recognized other
effective area-based conservationm easures(OECMs)thatconserve ecosy stem sand m aintainbiodiversity inall16ecoregionsacrossManitoba.Ecoregionsare based onbroad regional
ecologicalfactorsincluding landform typesand clim ate.
T hism apillustratesManitoba’snetwork ofprotected and conserved areas.T he network includesqualify ing legally designated nationalpark s,ecologicalreserves,traditionaluse planning areas,
provincialpark s,one park reserve,provincialforests,wildlife m anagem entareas,provincially significantpeatlands,and nationalwildlife areas;landsm anaged by the City ofW innipeg;
private landsheld by conservationtrusts;and areasrecognized asOECMs.T hese areasare reported nationally and internationally asprotected and conserved areasand m ustm eetstandards
setby the InternationalUnionforthe ConservationofNature (IUCN).
Aprotected area isa clearly defined geographicalspace,recognized,dedicated and m anaged,through legalorothereffective m eans,toachieve the long-term conservationofnature with associated
ecosy stem servicesand culturalvalues.Indigenousrightsare respected inprotected areaswhich generally rem ainavailable forhunting,trapping,fishing,and othertraditionalpractices.
AnOECMisa geographically defined area otherthana protected area,which isgoverned and m anaged inway sthatachieve positive and sustained long-term outcom esforthe insitu
conservationofbiodiversity ,with associated ecosy stem functionsand servicesand where applicable,cultural,spiritual,socio-econom ic,and otherlocally relevantvalues.W hile protected areas
have biodiversity conservationasa prim ary objective,OECMsresultinbiodiversity conservationdespite itnotbeing a prim ary objective forsite m anagem ent.
T hism apalsoincludesAreasofS pecialInterest(AS Is).AS Isare areaschosentofocusprotected area discussionsand are noty etlegally protected.AS Isare intended tocapture sam plesof
differentlandscape featurestohelpcom plete representationofbiodiversity acrossManitoba'secoregions.
P AI staffwork with IndigenousP eoples,industry ,environm entalnon-governm entalorganizations,and the public toexplore opportunitiestoestablish newprotected and conserved areas.
Form ore inform ationvisitwww.m anitobaprotectedareas.com orcontactthe P AI by em ailpai@gov.m b.ca,by telephone at204-945-6784,ortollfree at1-800-214-6497.
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