Rural Water Pipelines

Adequate supplies of quality water to meet
farming needs are not always available in

this watershed. As a result, pipelines are
installed for transporting water from a known
supply into water-short areas. A rural water
pipeline project may service a group of farmers,
rural residents or community needs.
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Drinking Water Sources

There are nine public drinking water sites in the
West Souris watershed. All public drinking
water supplies come from groundwater sources.
Two public systems draw water from outside
the watershed, piping it to communities through

.\ the rural water pipeline system.
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ilst < The Oak Lake Aquifer
° Qe The Oak Lake Aquifer provides drinking water for
A Lauder )
° approximately 3,800 people, and tens of thousands
‘\% of livestock. As part of a management plan developed
& in 2000, technical information indicated that water
@) quality is good, however, because the area is covered by
% light textured soils, it is susceptable to contamination.
- The plan also identified quantity issues with this
E DWA D .Napmka aquifer. Although the aquifer contains about 3 million
acre-feet of water at any one time, the aquifer underlies
a chronic drought region of Manitoba.
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Figure 1. Drinking water sources in the West Souris River watershed.
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Characteristics of Sand and Gravel Aquifers
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The study area for the West Souris
River integrated watershed
management plan is one part
of the larger West Souris Basin.
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