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Manitoba celelbrates
~100 Years of Aeronautics....

and salutes the Centennial

of Powered Flight in Canada.
Although the first flight in
Manitoba occurred on 15 July
1910, the beginning of aircraft
design and manufacture in
Manitoba started in 1909 with
the formation of the Aero Club
of Canada. Since then, aviators
and the aerospace industry
have contributed immensely
to many facets of provincial,

national and international

IMPORTANT DATES IN MANITOBA'S AVIATION AND AERO&

aviation in every era. C;}ﬁrently,
Manitoba’s globally competitive \

aerospace sector produces

world-class products and
services for customers on 6
continents. Aerospace is one of
Manitoba’s premier industries ;
and it continues to rapidly ;
develop technologic'all_y,--ﬂﬂor Ty
and more customers world
are looking to Manitoba
aerospace companies fa

based solutions.

July 21, 1893; The first of Mani-
toba’s “birdmen™ & “birdwomen”
who carried out earlier experi-
ments & demonstrations was

Miss Louisa Bates who parachut-
ed from a hot-air balloon at the
Winnipeg Industrial Exhibition,

May 27-30, 1896: Professor H.
Menier parachuted from a hot-air
balloon at River Park, Winnipeg in
four successive jumps.

March 31, 1909: Hon. Sir Hugh
John MacDonald formed the
Aero Club of Canada in Winnipeg
“to assist and promote practical
aeronautics by encouraging Ca-
nadian Inventors.”

April 6, 1909; Winnipeg inventor,
Edwin E. Kelsey, working with the
Aero Club of Canada, revealed the
“Kelsey Helicopter” to the pub-
lic. The “vertical lift" design was
flown as a scale model.




July 14, 1909: Winnipegger
William J. Robertson designed
and built one of the first Canadian
aircraft prototypes, the Aerocar
Canada, that was unveiled fo
the public at the Happyland Ball
Grounds in Winnipeg.

1911: Standard Machine Works,
a small repair and overhaul shop
that served the automotive trade,
located at 660 St. Matthews Ave-
nue in Winnipeg, began business,
later to become StandardAero,
now one of Manitoba's largest
aerospace companies.

1914: The MacDonald Bros
Sheet Metal & Roofing Co. Lid,,
is established. The company
became MacDonald Bros Aircraft
Ltd., in 1930 when it became
involved in aircraftand component
manufacturing  (today, Bristol
Aerospace  Limited/Magellan
Aerospace).

October 15-17, 1920: Pilot Hector
Dugal flew an Avro 504K trainer
from Winnipeg to The Pas, carry-
ing two passengers, the first air
charter flight in Canada.
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MacDonald Brother facility in 1946
(today, Bristol Aerospace/Magellan Aerospace)

stol Aerospace WSPS
" development testing, 1979
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July 15, 1910: The first recorded
powered flight in Manitoba took
place when Eugene Burton Ely,
demonstration pilot for Curtiss
Aircraft, flew a 30 hp Curtiss
pusher biplane at the western
edge of Winnipeg.

July 1, 1914: Using a Curtiss
“hydro aeroplane”, pilot Clair Hor-
ton carried single passengers at
a rate of a “dollar-per-minute” on
flights from Winnipeg Beach.

April 21, 1918 Lt. Wilfrid “Wop”
May, born in Carberry, Manitoba
escaped death in an attack by the
“Red Baron,” Manfred von Rich-
thofen, who was subsequently
shot down.

March 1926: James Armstrong
Richardson established the West-
ern Canada Airways to provide
goods and services in the Red
Lake, Ontario gold rush.



1927: The Winnipeg Flying Club,
one of Canada’s oldest and larg-
est flight training operations was
started. Originally operating out
of Winnipeg, it is now based at St.
Andrews Airport.

September 10, 1939: Canada de-
clared war on Germany. No, 112
(AC) Squadron in Winnipeg pre-
pared its Westland Lysander Army
Cooperation aircraft for a combat
deployment in Europe.

March 1, 1947: RCAF Air Com-
mands were reorganized with
No. 11 Group (Winnipeg) formed.

1960: Perimeter Airlines began
operations in Manitoba. Now the
largest independent passenger
airline in Manitoba, Perimeter
is also by far the largest carrier
in Manitoba, in terms of number
of aircraft, number of pilots and
number of flights.
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~ Standard Aero

,,.i.-_ Cylinder Shop, 1960s. }
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!" Bristol Aero-
space Black
Brant 12 launch
- at Wallops Is-
land, VA, 1988. I
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May 25, 1929: The first “air meet”
in western Canada was held in
Winnipeg.
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December 17, 1939: The British
Commonwealth Air Training Plan
agreement (BCTAP) was signed
with No. 2 Training Command
established in Winnipeg.

April 15, 1946: The first post-war
Auxiliary Squadrons were formed
including 402 (Winnipeg) as a
fighter squadron.

1962: Argus Industries, a custom
manufacturer of rubber molded
products and custom die cut gas-
ket seals, began operations with
headquarters in Winnipeg.



1971: Boeing Canada Technology
began operations in Winnipeg.
Three Boeing locations in Win-
nipeg now produce Boeing 737,
Boeing 747, Boeing 767, Boeing
777 and Boeing 787 “Dreamliner”
components.

1984: Stevenson Aviation Techni-
cal Training Centre as part of Red
River College was established
with a mandate to provide skills
training and upgrading to meet
skill shortages within the Cana-
dian aviation industry.

1995: MicroPilot, the manufac-
turer of miniature autopilots for
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV)
and micro aerial vehicles (MAV)
began operations.

2003: The Composite Innovation
Centre sited in the University of
Manitoba Smartpark was estab-
lished as part of a composites
cluster.
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Bristol Aerospace/Magellan
Aerospace product sees first

flight in 2005.
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1980: Development of the Wire 1988: Aero Recip Canada, a piston 2003: Bristol Aerospace manufac- 2007: Bristol Aerospace/Magel-

Strike Protection System (WSPS®) engine overhaul company, began ‘tured SCISAT-1 for the CSA-the first lan Aerospace produces the first
completed by Bristol Aerospace operations in Winnipeg. satellite built in Manitoba. Bristol Manitoba-made  Joint  Strike
and today it is on most military and ‘Aerospace also performed the As- Fighter component.

sembly, Integration and Test prior
to the satellite launch in 2003.

commercial helicopters worldwide.

i+l

Canad2a Manitoba 9P

MANITOBA :[A/AERUSPACE

gﬁ Western Acrospace Alliance




